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Page  788,  for  "  would  not  now,"  read,  *'  would  now." 
Page  746,  line  6,  for  "seen,"  read,  "  given. " 
Pago 760,  line  81,  for  "quickly,"  read,  "quieUy.* 
Page  764, line  4,  ior  "denied,"  read,  "held." 
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Amicus  L— AMERICAN    AND    EUROPEAN    SYSTEMS 
OF  DEAF-MUTE  INSTRUCTION  COMPARED. 

A  BisYisw  of  the  history  of  deaf-mnte  edncation  reveals  the 
fact  that  great  diversities  of  opinion  as  to  the  most  desirable 
means  of  instmction  have  been  coexistent  with  the  work  itself. 
A  record  of  controversies,  of  angrj  disputes  even,  appears  in 
a  department  of  labor,  where  from  its  nature,  and  from  the 
sad  condition  of  its  objects,  one  wonld  natarallj  expect  the 
gentlest  feelings  of  the  heart  to  be  ever  uppermost. 

These  difTerences  seem  to  have  had  their  origin  in  opposite 
conceptions  formed  of  the  psychological  condition  of  the  deaf- 
mnte.  This  was  thonght  on  the  one  hand  to  be  an  abnor- 
mal state  of  being.  Dumbness  was  considered  a  positive 
quality,  the  presence  of  which  rendered  its  subject  a  mon- 
strosity. The  command  of  spoken  language  was  deemed  abso- 
lutely essential  to  a  development  of  the  intellectual  powers. 
The  possibility  of  education  was  therefore  thought  to  depend 
on  the  ability  of  the  pupii  to  acquire  the  power  of  speech. 

ence  all  labor  was  directed  primarily  to  the  eduction  of  the 
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mnte  from  his  Bupposed  abnormal  state,  and  his  induction,  as 
far  as  possible,  into  the  normal  condition  of  speaking  persons. 

By  another  class  of  thinkers  the  deaf-mnte  was  deemed  to  be 
a  normal  creature ;  that  is  to  say  perfect  of  his  kind,  althoagh 
lacking  some  of  the  powers  of  other  men.  Dumbness  was  re- 
garded as  a  negative  quality,  inability  to  speak  constituting  no 
obstacle  to  a  full  and  vigorous  mental  development.  Educa- 
tion on  this  theory,  therefore,  sought  means  to  adapt  itself  to 
the  condition  and  capabilities  of  its  object.  The  initiatory 
step  in  both  cases  necessarily  being  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
petent channel  of  communication  between  teacher  and  pupil. 

Samuel  Heinicke,  who  founded  in  Germany,  in  the  year 
1760,  the  method  in  which  the  deaf-mute  is  regarded  as  an  ab- 
normal creature  held  to  the  view  that  "the  written  word 
can  never  become  the  medium  of  thought.  That,"  said  he,  "  is 
the  sole  prerogative  of  the  voice.  Without  an  acquaintance 
with  spoken  language  a  deaf-mute  child  can  never  become 
anything  more  th«gi  a  writing  machine,  or  have  anything  be- 
yond a  succession  of  images  passing  through  his  mind."  Con- 
sistency, therefore,  with  such  a  foundation,  left  him  no  alter- 
native in  the  use  of  material  for  his  superstructure. 

Speech  I  speech  I  speech  I  from  base  to  tarret 

The  Abb6  de  l'Epe6,  on  the  other  hand,  the  author  of  that 
method  which  ascribes  to  the  deaf-mute  nothing  unnatural  or 
monstrous  as  to  his  condition,  which  sees  no  inherent  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  mental  fruitage,  took  him  as  he  found  him, 
already  possessed  of  a  language,  imperfect  it  is  true,  but  of  easy 
acquirement  by  the  teacher,  and  as  susceptible  of  expansion 
and  perfection  as  any  dialect  of  spoken  utterance.  Denying 
the  dependence  of  thought  on  speech,  de  I'Epe^  found  a  means 
of  communication  between  himself  and  his  pupils  in  a  visible 
language,  which  conveys  thought  from  one  to  another  as  surely 
through  the  medium  of  the  hand  and  eye  as  is  done  by  means 
of  that  which  employs  the  tongue  and  ear.  The  theory  enter- 
ing into  the  construction  of  this  foundation,  unlike  tliat  of 
Heinicke,  imposed  no  restriction  on  de  TEpe^  in  the  use  of 
materials  in  his  edifice,  but  on  the  contrary  left  him' and  his 
disciples  free  to  adopt  whatever  means  ingenuity  might  devise 
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or  experience  recommend  as  serviceable  in  the  great  work  they 
had  to  perform. 

The  real  f>oint  of  difference  then,  between  Heinicke  and  de 
rEpe6  is  discovered  to  lie  in  a  purely  philosophical  question, 
the  solution  of  which,  in  a  hundred  years  of  practical  labor, 
proves  the  former  to  have  been  plainly  in  the  wrong,  and  the 
latter  as  clearly  in  the  right. 

That  much  of  real  good  to  suffering  humanity  has  resulted  from 
the  efforts  of  both  these  pioneers  in  the  work  of  general  deaf- 
mute  instruction  every  candid  person  will  admit ;  that  either  was 
faultless  or  omniscient  none  will  claim ;  nor  yet,  it  is  to  hoped, 
will  it  be  maintained  that  the  system  of  either  is  entirely  des- 
titute of  worth.  To  that  of  Heinicke  must  be  accorded  the 
'  merit,  if  merit  it  be,  of  having  the  more  ambitions  aim,  though 
experience  has  proved  his  object  to  have  been  unattainable ; 
while  to  that  of  de  TEpe^  must  be  awarded  the  praise  of  prac- 
tical  success  and  much  wider  applicability. 

In  reviewing  the  present  condition  of  deaf-mute  schools  in 
Europe  all  the  systems  in  use  are  found  to  involve  one  or  both 
of  these  fundamental  methods.  In  certain  places  articulation 
is  made  the  object  of  transcendent  importance,  while  in  some 
localities  it  is  entirely  rejected ;  and  again,  institutions  are 
found  where  attempts  have  been  made  to  harmonize  and  com- 
bine the  once  conflicting  methK)ds. 

The  imparting  of  the  power  of  intelligible  oral  utterance  to 
one  born  totally  and  incurably  deaf  is  an  achievement  so  nearly 
approaching  thiB  miraculous  as  to  dazzle  the  mind  and  well 
nigh  unseat  the  judgment  of  him  who,  for  the  first  time,  has 
convincing  proof  of  its  possibility;  Indeed,  one  of  the  earliest 
recorded  instances  of  deaf-mute  instruction,  in  England,  in  the 
seventh  century,  by  the  Bishop  of  Hagulstad,  is  alluded  to  in 
the  well  known  work  of  Bede,  as  a  miracle,  when  it  was 
doubtless  nothing  more  than  has  been  accomplished  by  teachers 
of  articulation  in  later  times.  That  toto-congenitally  deaf  per- 
sons have  been  taught  to  speak  fluently,  and  in  tones  that 
could  be  understood  by  strangers  is  an  indisputable  fact.  The 
inference,  however,  drawn  by  some  writei-s,  and  even,  though 
rarely,  by  practical  teachers,  that  because  success  is  attained 
with  one  such  case,  it  is  therefore  to  be  expected  with  all,  or 
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nearly  all,  has  not  been  enBtained  by  actual  resnltB.  Among 
more  than  one  hundred  instructors  recently  consulted  by  the 
author  of  this  Article  during  his  examinations  of  forty-four;;of 
the  most  prominent  deaf-mute  schools  of  Europe,  but  one  was 
found  who  claimed  that  success  in  articulation  might  be  looked 
for  as  the  rule  among  deaf-mutes.  And  this  gentleman  ac- 
knowledging that  many  deaf-mutes,  even  in  respectable  Ger- 
man schools  where  articulation  was  made  the  basis  of  instruc- 
tion, did  not  acquire  the  power  of  speech,  ascribed  the  failure 
to  a  want  of  skill  or  industry  on  the  part  of  their  teachers, 
thus  assuming  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  great  body  of  German 
instructors,  whose  zeal,  ability,  and  infinite  good  temper  have 
received  the  applause  of  their  most  decided  opponents. 

The  subject  of  teaching  deaf-mutes  to  speak  having  been 
discussed  at  some  length  in  our  public  journals  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years,  and  the  claim  having  been  made  in  certain 
quarters  that  the  German  system  of  instruction  was  productive 
of  far  more  beneficial  results  than  that  obtaining  in  this  coun- 
try, it  seemed  important  in  the  tour  of  examination  already 
spoken  of,  that  special  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  matter 
of  articulation  in  the  European  states  generally,  and  in  the  in- 
stitutions of  Germany  in  particular.  It  is  this  peculiar  line  of 
effort,  and  this  alone,  which  essentially  differences  many  of  the 
European  deaf-mute  establishments  from  those  of  this  country. 
Hence  in  the  comparison  of  methods  proposed  in  the  title  of 
this  Article,  attention  will  be  mainly  directed  towards  a  con- 
sideration of  the  practicability  of  teaching  deaf-mutes  by  a 
system  based  on  articulation  as  the  prevailing  principle  of  in- 
struction. 

The  metaphysical  blunder  of  Heinicke,  the  founder  of  this 
system,  that  thought  is  impossible  without  speech,  is  now  every- 
where acknowledged,  even  by  the  most  zealous  supporters  of 
his  practices.  The  single  instructor  to  whom  reference  has 
been  made,  as  claiming  the  possibility  of  teaching  all  deaf- 
mutes  by  articulation  is  the  able  and  distinguished  Mr.  Hirsch 
of  Rotterdam,  who  may  be  taken  as  the  most  extreme  and  ul- 
tra .•advocate  of  this  method  in  Europe.  His  views  on  the  sub- 
y  ject  are  clearly  expressed  in  the  following  terms,  quoted  from 
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an  address  delivered  by  him  before  the  ninth  Scientific  Con- 
gress of  the  Netherlands  convened  in  Ghent  last  August : — 

"  The  object  to  be  attained  is  ta  render  possible  the  admission  of  the  deaf-mate 
into  Bodety  by  teaching  him  to  see,  that  is,  to  understand  the  movements  of  the 
Bps,  and  to  speak  in  his  tarn. 

"  To  attain  this  and  the  act  of  seeing  oi  comprehending  and  of  speaking  mnst  be 
made  the  excluaiye  principle  of  instraction,  and  neither  the  palpable  alphabet 
nor  the  language  of  signs  can  have  any  connection  with  it 

**  The  daily  observations  which  I  have  made  for  more  than  thirty  years,  that 
I  have  deyoted!^  the  deaf-and  dumb,  have  conyinced  me  that  the  art  of  seeing 
apeeeh  in  the  movements  of  the  mouth  ie  the  most  important  of  all  the  branches  of 
instmction,  and  that,  therefore,  it  should  be  most  sedulously  cultiyated. 

'*  Next  to  the  art  of  seeing  or  understanding,  the  act  of  speaking  is  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  By  tbis  system  ninety -nine 
out  of  every  hundred  deaf-mutes  may  be  taught,  and  their  progress  will  depend 
entirely  on  the  talent  and  patience  of  the  teacher;  tlus  truth,  too  long  and  coldly 
doubted,  is  now  penetrating  everywhere. 

These  claims  and  opinions  gravely  put  forth,  and  no  doubt 
fully  believed  in  by  Mr.  Hirsch,  so  fnr  from  being  sustained  by 
facts  are  refuted  and  proved  wholly  untenable  by  a  mass  of 
evidence  too  strong  to  be  questioned  for  a  moment.  Not  in  a 
single  instance  was  an  instructor  of  deaf-mntes  met  by  the 
writer  of  this  Article  who  supported  these  last  cited  views  of 
Mr.  Hirsch,  and  in  critical  examinations  of  schools  containing 
in  the  aggregate  upwards  of  three  thousand  deaf*mntes,  far  less 
than  fifty  per  cent,  were  found  succeeding  with  articulation. 

Probably  no  practitioner  of  the  so-called  German  method 
more  faithfully  represents  the  views  of  his  class  of  workers  in 
Europe  than  Mr.  Hill  of  Weissenfels  in  the  Prussian  province 
of  Saxony.  He  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  the  deaf  and 
dumb  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  has  published  many  valuable 
professional  works,  and  is  everywhere  looked  up  to  as  autho- 
rity among  his  countrymen. 

Mr.  Hill  says,  in  answer  to  queries  recently  propounded  in 
regard  to  the  proportionate  success  of  his  pupils  in  learning  to 
speak  and  read  from  the  lips : 

"  Dot  of  one  hundred  pupils,  eighty*fiye  are  capable,  when  leaving  school,  of 
conyening  on  common  place  subjects  with  their  teachers,  family,  and  intimate 
friends,  sixty -two  can  do  so  easily. 

"Out  of  one  buodred,  eleven  can  conyerse  readily  with  strangers  on  ordinary 
subjecta.    Others  ieftm  to  do  this  after  leaving  school." 
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So  far  from  agreeing  with  Mr.  Hirsch  that  "the  language  of 
signs  can  have  no  connection  with  the  process  of  instructing 
deaf-mutes,"  Mr.  Hill,  in  a  recent  work,  takes  decided  ground 
in  favor  of  that  leading  agent  in  the  system  of  de  l'Epe6, 
which  Heinicke  declared  to  be  no  less  than  "  delusive  folly, 
fraud,  and  nonsense."  Speaking  of  those  who  pretend  that  in 
the  German  schools  every  species  of  pantomimic  language  is 
proscribed,  he  says : 

"Such  an  idea  mach  be  attributed  to  malevolence  or  to  unpardonable  leyity. 

"  This  pretence  ie  contrary  to  nature,  and  repugnant  to  the  rules  of  sound  edu- 
cational science. 

"  If  this  system  were  put  into  execution  the  moral  life,  the  intellectual  devel- 
opment of  the  deaf  and  dumb  would  be  inhumanly  hampered.  It  would  be  act- 
ing contrary  to  nature  to  forbid  the  deaf-mute  a  means  of  expression  employed 
even  by  hearing  and  speaking  persons,  *  *  *  *  it  is  nonsense  to  dream  of 
depriving  him  of  this  means  until  he  is  in  a  position  to  express  himself 
orally.    *    *    * 

"  Even  in  teaching  itself  we  cannot  lay  aside  the  language  of  gestures  (with 
the  exception  of  that  which  consists  in  artificial  signs,  and  in  the  manual  alphas 
bet,  two  elements  proscribed  in  the  German  school),  the  language  which  the 
deaf-mute  brings  with  him  to  school,  and  which  ought  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  his 
education. 

"  To  banish  the  lapguage  of  natural  signs  from  the  school  room  and  limit  our- 
selves to  articulation  is  like  employing  a  gold  key  which  does  not  fit  the  lock  of 
the  door  we  would  open,  and  refusing  to  use  the  iron  one  made  for  it;  *  *  * 
at  the  best  it  would  be  drilling  the  deaf  mute,  but  not  mtmlding  him  inteUectually 
and  morally." 

Mr.  Hill  then  goes  on  to  make  an  extremely  philosophical 
analysis  of  the  sign  language,  and  its  special  uses,  under  thir- 
teen different  heads,  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail  in  this 
connection,  but  which  has  been  translated,  and  will  be  given 
to  the  public  at  no  distant  day. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  gentleman  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  teachers  of  articulation  living,  that  he  was 
trained  in  a  German  school,  and  has  given  a  lifetime  of  labor 
to  this  peculiar  species  of  deaf-mute  instruction.  When  he 
claims,  therefore,  but  eleven  per  cent,  of  his  graduates  as  being 
able  to  converse  readily  with  strangers  on  ordinary  subjects, 
the  inference  is  unavoidable  that  the  system  founded  by 
Heinicke,  which  would  make  articulation  the  fundamental 
principle  of  instruction,  has,  08  a  system^  on  which  the  mass  of 
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those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  devised  may  be  taagbt,  most 
completely  and  signally  failed,  and  this,  too,  in  a  country 
where  it  has  had  every  opportunity  for  success  that  could  be 
afforded  by  governmental  patronage,  private  benevolence,  un- 
disputed sway,  the  labor  of  scores  of  talented  and  indefatigable 
men,  and  a  hundred  years  of  trial.  Nay,  more,  the  schools  of 
Heinicke  and  his  disciples  have  only  been  able  to  succeed  in 
educating  the  large  majority  of  their  pupils  by  the  adoption 
and  practice  of  that  much  abused,  but  ever  indispensable  lan- 
guage of  signs,  the  discovery  and  adaptation  of  which  will  re- 
flect immortal  glory  on  the  memory  of  de  I'EpeS.  And  it  is 
not  until  within  a  comparatively  brief  period  that  this  fact, 
long  understood  by  experts,  has  been  admitted  in  the  frank  and 
honest  manner  of  Mr.  Hill, 

This  adverse  judgment  as  to  articulation  as  a  system  of 
education  for  the  mass  of  so-called  deaf-mutes  must  not,  how- 
ever, be  taken  as  a  total  condemnation  of  its  practice  in  cases 
where  success  is  possible.  Among  this  class  there  always  ap- 
pears a  varying  proportion  of  persons  livho  acquired  deafness 
after  having  learned  to  speak.  The  power  of  speech  in  these, 
having  already  germinated,  may,  in  nearly  every  instance,  be 
cultivated  and  brought  to  a  good  degree  of  perfection. 

Others  also,  who  having  once  heard  became  deaf  before 
gaining  any  command  of  language,  may  in  some  instances 
learn  to  speak  and  read  from  the  lips.  Others  still,  bom  par- 
tially deaf,  and  retaining  defective  hearing,  may  do  the  same : 
while  a  very  few  are  found  born  totally  deaf,  who  may  acquire 
artificial  speech  to  a  useful  extent.  But  taking  all  these  classes 
t<^ther,  we  fall  short  of  reaching  a  majority,  or  even  a  large 
majority,  of  the  so-called  deaf  and  dumb  who  can  achieve  sufli- 
cient  precision  or  clearness  of  utterance  to  be  able  to  make 
themselves  understood  by  strangers. 

No  argument  will  be  necessary  to  secure  from  intelligent 
minds  the  admission  of  the  fact  that  not  all  persons  are  en- 
dowed with  a  talent  for  music ;  that  not  every  human  being 
can  succeed  in  art  essays ;  that  few  men  are  capable  of  oratory, 
and  fewer  still  of  poetry.  So  well  established  by  the  experi- 
ence of  ages  are  these  conclusions  that  a  teacher  of  youth  would 
be  thought  little  removed  from  insanity  who  should  attempt 
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to  make  all  his  pupils  poets  or  orators,  or  artists  or  innsicians, 
though  all  might  learn  to  sing,  to  draw  after  a  fashion,  to 
declaim,  and  even  to  rhyme.  And  at  the  same  time  he  who 
should  endeavor  to  ibster  and  develop  talents  for  painting, 
sculpture,  oratory,  or  poetry,  wherever  among  his  pupils  he 
found  these  choice  gifts  in  existence,  would  draw  forth  univer- 
sal commendation. 

Thus  experience  proves  it  to  be  with  articulation  among  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  To  the  mass  it  is  unattainable,  save  in  de- 
grees that  render  it  comparable  to  those  sculptures  and  paint- 
ings that  never  find  a  purchaser ;  to  books  and  poems  that  are 
never  read;  to  music  that  is  never  sung.  Involving  much 
patient  labor  on  the  part  of  teacher  and  pupil,  it  exhibits  only 
that  limited  degree  of  success  which  honest  criticism  is  com- 
pelled to  stamp  as  no  better  than  failure.  And  yet,  when  the 
congenital  mute  can  master  oral  language,  the  triumph  both 
of  teacher  and  pupil  is  as  deserving  of  praise  as  the  achieve- 
ment of  true  art,  music,  poetry,  or  oratory. 

The  actual  removal  of  the  affliction  of  deaf-dumbness  may 
be  looked  for  only  at  the  hands  of  Him  who,  when  on  earth, 
spoke  the  potent  EphphMha,  as  a  proof  of  His  divinity.  But 
those  who  labor  in  His  name  in  behalf  of  his  stricken  ones 
should  welcome  eoery  means  of  lessening  the  disabilities  under 
which  the  objects  of  their  care  are  found  to  rest.  And  so  while 
articulation  has  failed  as  a  system^  the  method  has  proved  so 
useful  in  certain  cases,  that  it  has  been  accepted  among  the 
institutions  of  Europe,  until  of  thirty-three  continental  schools, 
recently  visited  by  the  writer,  but  one  was  found  where  it  was 
not  regularly  taught.  The  introduction  of  stated  instruction 
in  artificial  speech  and  lip  reading  to  those  found  capable  of  ac- 
quiring it  (this  task  to  be  performed  by  additional  teachers), 
would  undoubtedly  prove  a  valuable  accession  to  the  system  of 
deaf-mute  education  as  now  carried  forward  in  this  country. 
And  no  obstacle  stands  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  such  an 
improvement  by  the  existing  institutions. 

In  those  European  schools  where  articulation  has  been  ac- 
cepted as  an  adjunct,  the  main  reliance  being  on  the  language 
of  signs,  the  manual  alphabet  and  writing,  the  highest  degree 
of  general  success  in  a  given  term  of  years  has  most  unques- 
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tionably  been  attained.  No  time  is  wasted,  ont  of  respect  to 
exploded  but  ancient  ideas,  in  vain  attempts  to  achieve  that 
which  if  gained  at  all  will  be  of  no  practical  valae  to  its  pos- 
sessor, while  at  the  same  time  no  efforts  are  spared  to  impart 
any  and  every  species  of  nsefol  knowledge,  attainable  to  the 
pupils  according  to  their  various  abilities. 

Ko  candid  person  at  all  conversant  with  the  wants  and 
powers  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  familiar  with  the  workings 
of  our  American  institations  for  this  class  of  persons,  who  will 
examine  critically  similar  institutions  in  Europe,  can  escape 
the  conviction  that  in  essentials  ours  equal  the  best,  and  far 
surpass  the  great  majority  of  foreign  schools. 

So  entirely  defensible,  both  in  the  soundness  of  its  theories 
and  the  success  of  its  practical  workings,  is  the  American  sys- 
tem of  deaf  mute  instruction,  that  he  who  should  attempt,  in 
the  light  of  the  present  advanced  age,  to  build  anew  from  the 
starting  points  of  the  Holders  and  Wallises,  the  Ammans  and 
the  Heinickes  of  former  centuries,  or  even  to  experiment  with 
methods  of  whose  worthlessness  the  most  ample  proofs  exist, 
would  richly  deserve  the  contempt  and  reproach  which  would 
be  swift  to  follow  upon  his  certain  failure. 

With  the  addition,  easily  effected,  of  classes  for  articulation 
in  our  existing  institutions,  in  the  manner  generally  adopted 
on  tJie  continent  of  Europe,  the  deaf-mute  schools  of  the  United 
States  may  justly  claim  to  be  exercising  every  means  at  pre- 
sent employed  in  any  country  for  the  most  thorough  and  en- 
lightened education  of  their  pupils. 

And  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  there  exists  a  common 
defect,  from  which  no  system  can  claim  to  be  free.  It  is  a 
fact,  admitted  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  that  very  many  deaf- 
mutes  of  £ur  intelligence,  on  leaving  school  after  a  five,  six,  or 
seven  years'  course  of  study  under  faithful  and  accomplished 
teachers,  have  not  acquired  an  ability  to  express  their  thoughts 
on  all  subjects  in  absolutely  correct  written  language.  In 
other  words,  they  have  not  learned  to  think  in  their  vernacular. 
They  commit  errors  in  composition  that  are  termed  by  their 
teachers  ^  deaf-muteisms,"  and  which  can  hardly  be  described 
except  by  examples. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  enter  into  an  argument  to  prove 
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that  a  child  born  deaf  labors  under  great  and  peculiar  disad- 
vantages in  acquiring  language.  All  teachers,  whether  basing 
their  efforts  on  articulation  or  signs,  agree  in  acknowledging 
the  diflSculty  of  imparting  to  their  pupils  the  power  of  idio- 
matic, and  absolutely  grammatical,  composition.  The  great 
loss  of  that  daily,  and  almost  hourly,  tuition  in  conventional 
and  exceptional  forms  of  language,  received  passively,  but  none 
the  less  effectively,  by  hearing  children,  is  apparent  in  the  deaf- 
mute  at  almost  every  stage  of  his  education.  Common  justice 
would  seem  to  demand  that  a  period  of  tuition  in  schools 
equally  extended  with  that  afforded  to  their  more  favored  fel- 
lows, should  be  accorded  to  the  deaf  and  dumb.  That  such  a 
length  of  time  is  secured  when  they  are  limited  to  five  or  six 
years  for  the  acquirement  of  a  new  and  complicated  language, 
and  for  all  the  education  wherein  they  are  ever  to  receive  the 
assistance  of  competent  teachers,  no  one  will  undertake  to  claim. 

That  the  defect  just  alluded  to  might  be  removed  in  great 
measure  by  an  extension  of  the  period  of  tuition,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  education  of  the  mute  at  au  earlier  age  than  has 
been  customary,  is  most  probable.  Great  interest,  there- 
fore, attaches  to  efforts  recently  inaugurated  in  England,  and 
in  this  country,  for  the  establishment  of  infant  schools  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb. 

At  Manchester,  England,  an  institution  of  this  description 
has  been  in  operation  several  years,  but  not  as  yet  a  sufficient 
time  to  exhibit  full  results ;  and  if  the  school  recently  opened 
at  ^Northampton,  Mass.,  be  kept  rigidly  within  the  bounds  of 
its  present  oi^anization,  it  may  solve  the  question  whether  a 
general  system  of  infant  schools  for  mutes  be  desirable,  than 
which  a  more  important  point  does  not  remain  to  be  decided 
in  the  whole  range  of  efforts  for  this  class  of  persons. 

The  idea  has  been  brought  rather  prominently  before  the 
public  during  the  past  two  years,  that  special  institutions  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb  are  to  a  great  extent  unnecessary,  and  that 
this  class  of  persons  may,  with  little  difficulty,  be  educated 
wholly,  or  in  large  part,  in  schools  for  hearing  and  speaking 
children.  The  opinions  and  writings  of  a  certain  Dr.  Blanchet 
of  Paris,  have  been  cited  in  support  of  this  theory,  and  it  has 
been  claimed  that  success  has  attended  efforts  exerted  in  this 
direction. 
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To  one  who  has  made  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  damb 
his  daily  labor  for  any  extended  period,  the  diBcuseion  or  even 
the  BDggeBtion  of  an  idea  bo  impracticable  seems  the  height  of 
absurdity.  The  public  generally,  however,  understand  so  little 
the  condition  and  capabilities  of  the  deaf-mute  that  they  may 
be  led  to  believe  the  most  impossible  things  as  quite  feasible, 
provided  he  who  recommends  them  be  ingenious  in  his  argu- 
ments, and  persistent  in  his  efforts. 

In  several  countries  of  Europe  attempts  have  been  made  to 
effect  the  education  of  mutes  in  the  common  schools,  ending 
uniformly  in  failure,  the  highest  end  attained  being  the  pre- 
paration of  the  child  in  some  small  degree  for  the  essential 
work  of  the  special  institution.  The  recommendations  of  Dr. 
Blanchet  have  been  followed  in  certain  schools  for  a  consider- 
able period,  with  results  so  decided  as  to  lead  to  the  hope 
among  the  true  friends  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  that  all  further 
experiments  in  this  direction  may  be  abandoned. 

A  single  incident  which  came  tb  the  notice  of  the  writer  in 
Paris  will  serve  to  show  how  entire  has  been  the  failure  of  the 
so-called  "  Blanchet  system."  On  entering  the  office  of  the 
Director  of  the  Paris  Institution  one  day  he  found  there  a 
mother  and  son,  the  latter  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  boy  was 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  had  been  attending  for  eight  years  a  com- 
mon school  where  the  teachers  had  endeavored  to  instruct  him 
on  the  Blanchet  system.  He  had  attained  no  success  in  articu- 
lation, and  in  his  attempts  at  written  language  committed 
errors  that  would  be  regarded  as  inexcusable  in  a  pupil  of  two 
years'  standing  in  our  special  schools.  His  mother  was  seek- 
ing to  secure  his  admission  into  the  Paris  institution  that  he 
might  be  educated  before  he  became  too  old ;  and  it  may 
justly  be  claimed  from  what  was  seen  and  heard  on  the  occa- 
sion now  referred  to  that  the  benefit  he  had  derived  from  his 
eight  years'  instruction  in  the  common  school  was  less  than 
would  have  been  secured  by  two  years'  enjoyment  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Paris  institution.  Professor  Yaisse,  the  Director, 
stated  that  this  was  but  one  of  many  similar  cases  which  had 
been  brought  to  his  notice,  and  that  the  testimony  of  compe- 
tent witnesses  was  agreed  as  to  the  entire  failure  of  the  Blan- 
chet system  in  France. 
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Article  II.— DIVORCK 

PART  IV.— DIVORCE   AND  DTVOROE  LAW  IN  EUROPE  SINCE  THE 
REFORMATION. 

The  Catholic  doctrine  of  marriage  and  divorce  was  settled 
long  before  the  Beformation,  and  was  only  reaflirmed  by  the 
Council  of  Trent.  The  nations  which  retained  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  old  church  did  not,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  make 
innovations  in  the  law  of  divorce,  but  continue  until  now 
under  the  system  handed  down  from  the  middle  ages.  Far 
different  has  been  the  history  of  legislation  in  most  Protestant 
countries,  and  in  that  Catholic  land  which  broke  away  at  once 
from  the  old  religion  and  from  all  faith  in  the  Scriptures. 
The  leaders  in  the  changes  of  matrimonial  law  were  the 
Protestant  reformers  themselves,  and  that,  almost  from  the 
beginning  of  the  movement.  It  will  be  our  endeavor  in  this 
Article  to  exhibit  briefly  the  prevailing  opinion  at  the  Reforma- 
tion in  regard  to  divorce,  and  then  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  law 
as  it  has  shaped  itself  in  some  of  the  principal  countries  of 
Europe,  esflscially  in  Prussia,  France,  and  England. 

The  reformers,  when  they  discarded  the  sacramental  view  of 
marriage,  and  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  had  to  make  out  a 
new  doctrine  of  marriage  and  of  divorce.  That  doctrine  was 
honestly  derived  from  the  words  of  Christ  and  of  Paul.  They 
saw,  as  they  thought,  in  the  rule  of  celibacy  the  source  of 
boundless  profligacy,  a  clergy  all  over  Christendom  living  in 
secret  sin  and  hypocrisy,  or  under  the  burden  of  a  broken 
heart.  They  observed  how  the  strict  rules  of  the  church  were 
neglected  in  the  case  of  the  great  by  pliant  priests,  and  how 
concubinage  was  almost  tolerated.  To  this  the  doctrine  that 
no  crime  dissolved  marriage,  that  adultery  only  separated  the 
marriage  pair  without  giving  relief  to  the  innocent  party, 
almost  forced  the  church.  Adultery,  too,  as  a  part  of  the 
same  system,  seems  not  to  have  been  visited  with  severe 
church  censures  in  the  later  centuries ;  we  are  led  to  judge 
that  it  was  very  common  in  the  highest  and  the  lowest  classes ; 
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i^d  to  have  an  nnfaithfiil  wife  wasj  a  matter  to  call  rather  for 
ridicale  than  for  condeaiDation.     The  old  Oatholic  Bjstem,  in 
short,  was  practically  a  failure  in  all  its  parts,  in  its  ascetic 
frown  on   marriage,  in  its  demand  from   the  clergy  of  an 
abstinence  not  required  from  the  Christian  laity,  in  teaching 
that  nothing   but  death  could  release  a  married  pair  from 
their  obligations.     When  it  sought  for  impracticable  virtue, 
and  forbade  to  some  what  God  had  allowed  to  all,  it  opened  a 
fountain  of  vice  with  the  smallest  incitement  to  virtue.    Be- 
sides this,  it  received,  they  thought,  as  far  as  divorce  went,  no 
countenance  from  the  Scriptures.    Ohrist  had  made  a  special 
exception  allowing  the  innocent  party  to  put  away  his  wife  on 
account  of  her  crime  and  to  marry  another,  while  Paul,  accord- 
ing to  the  interpretation  of  Chrysostom  and  his  school,  releas- 
ed, as  they  claimed,  the  deserted  believer  from  all  ties  to  his 
or  her  unbelieving  partner.    Thus  they  needed  to  have  no  fear 
of  changing  the  law  of  divorce.    Marriage,  second  marriage, 
mamage  of  priests  had  become  honorable ;  marriage  was  no 
more  a  sacrament ;  why  should  its  dissolution  in  cases  provided 
for  by  the  Scripttires  be  doubted  (    If  to  all  this  we  add  the 
minor  considerations  that  Boman  law,  which  allowed  great 
freedom  of  divorce,  must  have  grown  in  its  authority  as  canon 
law  became  disregarded,  and  that  the  northern  nations,  where 
Protestantism  spread,  are  probably  less  capable  than  southern 
of  being  retained  by  such  rules  as  the  church  had  enacted,  we 
shall  have  mentioned  the  leading  influences  which  affected 
Protestant  legislation  on  the  subject  of  marriage  and  divorce. 
The  opinions  of  the  reformers  it  is  sometimes  a  little  difficult 
to  ascertain,  as  they  seem  to  contradict  themselves  in  different 
passages  of  their  works.    Thus  Luther  in  his  sermon  on  mar- 
riage, delivered  at   Wittenberg  in  1526,  uses  the  following 
language :  ^^  that  [Matth.  xix.  9]  is  a  blunt,  clear,  plain  text, 
which  says  that  no  one,  either  on  account  of  leprosy  or  stink- 
ing breath  or  other  defect,  shall  forsake  his  wife,  or  the  wife 
ber  husband,  except  on  account  of  whoredom  and  adultery. 
For  only  these  causes  separate  man  and  wife.    Yet  it  must  be 
satisfactorily  proved  before  separation,  as  reason  demands,  that 
adultery  and  whoredom  have  occurred."    But  in  other  places 
Luther's  opinion  is  most  openly  expressed  that  malicious  deser- 
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tion  may  be  followed  by  divorce  a  vinculo.  In  an  opinion  of 
the  year  1525,  given  to  the  council  and  clergy  of  Domitsch, 
he  writes  thus :  ^'  since  a  certain  preacher's  wife  has  dealt  so 
dishonorably  with  him,  I  cannot  make  his  rights  longer  or 
shorter  than  God  has  done,  who  through  St.  Paul,  1  Cor.  vii. 
15,  in  such  cases  pronounces  the  following  decision :  ^  if  the 
unbelieving  depart,  let  him  depart ;  the  brother  or  sister  is  not 
bound  in  such  cases.'  So  say  I,  too.  Whoever  will  not  stay, 
let  him  be  off.  The  other  party  is  not  bound  to  stay  unmar- 
ried, as  I  in  a  little  book  on  that  chapter  have  written  more  at 
large,  to  which  I  refer  you.  If,  then,  he  cannot  remain  with- 
out a  wife,  let  him  wed  another  in  God's  name,  because  this 
woman  will  not  be  his  wife."  An  opinion  of  1535,  signed  by 
Luther,  Gruciger,  Major,  and  Melancthon,  allows  a  woman  of 
Nordhausen,  whose  husband  had  absconded  several  years  be- 
fore, to  marry  again  according  to  "  the  decision  of  Paul,  and 
according  to  the  former  practice  in  Christendom,  as  a  similar 
case  cited  by  Eusebius  from  Justin,  and  the  example  of  Fabio- 
la  show."  The  instances  here  adduced,  by  the  way,  are  not  in 
point,  for  they  relate  to  adultery,  and,  moreover,  Fabiola 
deeply  regretted  her  step  and  is  praised  by  Jerome  for  so 
doing.*  Again,  in  his  sermon  "  von  ehdichen  Leb&n^^  belong- 
ing to  the  year  1522,  Luther  mentions  three  causes  justifying 
the  dissolution  of  marriage,  of  which  the  first,  existing  already 
before  marriage,  is  a  reason  for  a  sentence  of  nullity,  and 
therefore  has  nothing  to  do  with  divorce  proper ;  the  second  is 
adultery;  the  third  is,  "when  one  of  the  parties  withdraws 
from  the  other,  so  that  he  or  she  will  not  perform  marital 
duty,  or  lead  a  common  life  with  the  other."  Thus,  says  he, 
"  we  may  find  an  obstinate  woman  who  stiffens  her  neck,  and 
if  her  husband  should  fall  t-en  times  into  unchastity,  cares 
nothing  about  it.  Here  it  is  time  for  a  man  to  say,  '  if  you 
won't,  another  can  be  found  that  will.  If  the  wife  will  not, 
let  the  maid  come.'  Yet  so  that  the  husband  give  her  two  or 
three  warnings  beforehand,  and  let  the  matter  come  before 
other  people,  so  that  her  obstinacy  may  be  known  and  rebuked 

*  The  other  instance  is  from  Jastin,  A'pol,  ii.  §  2,  where  a  Christian  woman 
divorced  herself  from  a  husband  "  who  tried  wa>B  of  pleasure  against  the  law 
of  nature  and  against  right"    Nor  is  anything  said  of  her  marrying  again. 
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before  the  congregation.  If  still  she  will  not,  let  her  get  her- 
self gone,  and  procure  an  Esther  for  yourself,  and  let  Yashti 
be  off,  as  Ahasueras  did," — a  queer  example  without  doubt  to 
give  to  Christians.  It  is  evident  that  here  the  refusal  of  connu- 
bial duty  is  thought  of,  although  malicious  desertion  may  be 
involved.* 

The  leaders  of  opinion  in  the  Lutheran  Church  followed  the 
first  reformers  in  their  doctrine  of  divorce.  We  cite  but  one,— 
Chemnitz — who,  in  his  examination  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 
Buras  up  a  discussion  on  the  sixth  canon  of  matrimony  in  the 
following  language :  "  We  have,  then,  two  cases  in  Scripture 
where  the  bond  of  matrimony  is  dissolved — ^not  as  by  men, 
bnt  by  God  himself.  1.  On  account  of  adultery  a  man  law- 
fully, rightfully,  and  without  sin,  can  repudiate  his  wife.  2.  If 
an  unbeliever  will  not  cohabit  with  a  believer  but  deserts,  dis- 
misses, and  repudiates  her,  without  charge  of  adultery,  and 
only  on  account  of  her  faith,  the  unbeliever  sins  indeed  against 
God  and  against  the  law  of  marriage,  but  the  innocent,  desert- 
ed, party  is  not  under  bondage,  but  is^ree  from  the  law  of  her 
husband,  so  as  not  to  c(»mmit  adultery  if  lawfully  wedded  to 
another  man.  And  these  two  cases  Chrysostom  also  has 
noticed  on  1  Cor.  vii.  *  Both  the  unbeliever,'  says  he,  '  gives 
cause  [for  divorce]  and  so  does  fornication.'  "f 

N"or  did  the  doctors  in  the  reformed  churches  differ  in  their 
opinions  or  in  their  interpretation  of  Scripture  from  the  Luther- 
ans. Zwingli,  in  fact,  with  his  characteristic  audacity  seems  to 
have  gone  much  farther  than  any  one  else.  In  the  Zurich 
marriage  ordinances  of  1525,  adultery,  malicious  desertion,  and 
plotting  against  the  life  of  a  consort  are  not  regarded  as  the 
only  causes  but  rather  as  the  standard  causes  of  divorce,  and 
to  the  judge  it  is  left  to  decide  what  others  shall  be  put  by 
their  side.  And  not  only  this,  but  cruelty,  madness,  leprosy 
are  mentioned  as  causes  which  the  judge  can  take  into  account.:^ 

*  TheM  passages  are  aU  found  in  Walch's  ed.  of  Luther's  works,  Vol.  z. 
See  pages  797,  S86.  884.  721-727. 

f  Examen  Oonc.  Trid.  ii.  4S0  of  the  Frankfort  ed.,  1616.  We  do  not  find  the 
passage  here  cited  in  Chrysostom's  Homily  on  this  chapter. 

X  Gomp.  Htrzo^t  BueyeU  Article  Ehu^  Vol  tY.»  written  by  Gosehen,  Professor 
of  law  at  Halle. 
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It  seems  to  have  excited  some  discussion  in  that  age  whether 
elephantiasis  or  leprosy — a  disease  then  not  so  rare  as  now  in 
Europe — could  be  a  cause  of  separation  from  the  bond  of  mat- 
rimony. Luther,  in  a  passage  already  quoted,  Calvin,  in  one 
of  his  epistles,  and  elsewhere,  and  Beza,  in  his  treatise  on 
divorce,  all  decide  in  the  negative.* 

The  views  of  Calvin  are  somewhat  obscurely  expressed  in 
his  annotation  on  Matt  xix.  9,  contained  in  his  commentary  on 
the  harmony.  After  speaking  of  the  cause  of  divorce  there 
contained  in  Christ's  words,  he  condemns  the  opinion  of  those 
who  hold  elephantiasis  to  be  another  cause,  ''  as  being  wiser 
than  the  heavenly  master,"  and  then  speaks  of  the  passage  in 
1  Corinthians  in  words  like  these :  "  When  Paul  mentions 
another  cause, — namely,  that  the  believing  brother  or  sister  is 
not  under  bondage,  where  it  happens  that  a  consort  is  cast  off 
by  an  unbeliever  frpm  a  hatred  of  religion — he  does  not  differ 
from  the  mind  of  Christ.  For  he  does  not  discourse  there  on 
a  justifiable  cause  of  divorce,  but  only  whether  the  woman  re* 
mains  bound  to  her  husband  when  she  has  been  impiously  cast 
off  from  a  hatred  of  God,  and  cannot  return  into  favor  but  by 
denying  God.  Whence  it  is  not  strange  that  he  prefers  sepa- 
ration from  a  mortal  man  (dissidium  cum  homine  mortali)  to 
alienation  from  God."  Here  it  might  be  said  with  reason  that 
a  case  of  desertion  of  a  wife  by  an  unsteady,  dissipated  hus- 
band, who  had  no  objection  to  her  religion,  would  not  bo  cov- 
ered by  Paul's  word,  as  Calvin  interprets  them.  There  can  be, 
however,  we  conceive,  no  doubt  that  he  would  stretch  his  rule 
to  include  such  cases.  For  the  '^  ordonnances  ecclesiastiques  " 
of  Geneva,  enacted  in  general  assembly  Nov.  20, 1641,  some 
two  months  after  his  return  from  banishment,  must  have  had 
his  concurrence,  and  divorce  avmouU>\A  there  expressly  allow- 
ed in  cases  of  malicious  desertion.f  ^'  If  a  man  " — it  is  there 
said — ^^  being  debauched,  abandon  his  wife  without  the  said 
wife^s  having  given  occasion  or  being  culpable  therefor,  and 
this  has  been  duly  known  by  the  testimony  of  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  the  woman  has  brought  a  complaint  in  demand  of 

•  Calyin,  Epi$t^  pp.  226,  226,  of  the  Anuterd.  e<L  of  hit  works,  last  Vol. 
t  He  retnrned  firom  Stnmbnrg,  Sept  18th,  1041,  and  the  ordinances  were 
passed  Not.  20th  following,  and  went  into  efibet  Jan,  2d,  1642. 
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a  remedy,  let  her  be  admonished  to  make  diligent  search  in 
order  to  ascertain  what  has  become  of  him,  and  let  his  nearest 
relations  or  firiends  be  called  to  get  news  of  him.  Mean- 
while, let  the  woman  wait  until  the  end  of  a  year,  if  she  can- 
not find  out  where  he  is,  and  let  her  commit  herself  to  God. 
At  the  year's  end  she  may  come  before  the  Consistory,  and  if 
it  appears  that  she  needs  to  marry,  let  the  Consistory,  after 
giving  her  exhortations,  send  lier  to  the  Oonndl  to  be  sworn 
that  she  does  not  know  where  her  husband  has  betaken  him- 
self, and  let  the  same  oath  be  taken  by  his  nearest  relatives 
and  friends.  After  this,  let  such  proclamations  be  made,  as 
have  been  spoken  of,  in  order  to  give  liberty  to  the  woman  to 
marry  again.  If  the  absent  man  return  afterwards,  let  him  be 
punished,  as  shall  be  judged  reasonable."* 

With  Calvin,  his  disciple  Beza  agrees  in  his  opinions  con- 
cerning divorce.  In  his  note,  indeed,  on  1  Cor.  vii.  15,  he 
says,  "  non  hie  conceditur  divortium,  sed  desert®  tantum  con- 
snlitur,"  which  might  leave  us  in  doubt  how  he  explained 
PauPs  words.  But  in  his  treatise,  de  divorHiSy  he  examines 
the  case  spoken  of  by  the  Apostle,  and  having  asked  the 
question,  Whether  it  is  right  for  the  deserted  person,  while  the 
deserter  is  alive,  to  contract  a  new  marriage,  answers  most  ex- 
pressly that  she  is  entirely  free  to  marry  if  she  will.  And  in 
a  letter  to  the  churches  of  Neufchatel,  in  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion whetherJeprosy  is  a  valid  ground  of  divorce,  while  he  de- 
nies that  it  is,  he  reaffirms  the  doctrine  taught  in  his  treatiscf 

The  Protestant  commentators  of  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth centuries,  or  the  large  majority  of  them,  draw  the 
liberty  of  remarriage  after  desertion  from  the  word  of  Paul. 
Thus  Paraeus :  ^^  she  is  free  not  only  a  thoro  et  mensa  but  also 
from  the  marriage  tie  to  the  deserter."  Aretius  of  Berne  on 
Matth.  xix. :    ^'  This  one  cause  of  lawful  separation  [viz.  adul- 

*  For  this  extract  and  for  all  other  refereneee  to  early  Protestant  oharch-rules 
on  diroroe,  we  are  indebted  to  a  program  of  Prof.  Gosehen  of  Halle,  "  dootrina 
de  mitrimonio  ex  ordinationibos  eccleeia  eyangelicas  ssBcoli  declmi  sexti  adam- 
brata."  HaUe,  1847.  In  his  Article,  "  JShe,**  in  ffeno^t  Enc^.,  the  same  learn, 
ed  lawyer  givee  i^aln  some  of  the  same  matter. 

f  fiesa  (U  repudU$  H  ditforUu,  Op.  ii  04,95,  Oener.,  1682,  and  £pi§t  x.,  in 
Yd  ilL  815. 
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tery]  Christ  lays  down ;  but  the  Apostle  on  1  Cor.  vii.  15, 
allows  another  cause,  arising  from  unequal  marriage.  Other 
causes,  besides,  we  have  pointed  out  in  treating  of  the  subject 
of  divorce,  to  which  we  refer  the  reader."*  So  in  Century 
seventeenth,  Grotius :  "  She  is  not  bound  to  remain  unmar- 
ried and  to  wait  for  or  to  seek  for  reconciliation.  Christ's  law 
is  of  force  when  the  parties  are  his  disciples."  Calixtus : 
"  She  is  not  bound  to  cohabit  or  to  remain  unmarried."  Mil- 
ton's views  are  well  known.  The  Puritans  seem  to  have  fol- 
lowed this  interpretation.  But  the  interpreters  within  the 
English  church  were  not  all  of  this  mind.  Whitby,  as  nearly 
as  we  can  understand  him,  is  on  the  other  side,  and  Hammond, 
who  has  no  commentary  on  Paul's  verse,  in  his  paraphrase  of 
it  condemns  marrying  again  in  the  case  specified.  Later  still, 
we  find  several  annotators  of  the  eis;hteenth  century  disagree- 
ing with  the  current  Protestant  interpretation.f 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  ecclesiastical  ordinances,  which  are 
platforms  of  discipline  and  in  some  Protestant  territories  took 
the  place  of  the  old  canonical  law  by  sanction  of  the  civil 
power,  should  express  the  reigning  opinion.  A  few  of  them, 
it  is  true,  permit  div6rce  proper  for  a  single  crime  only :  thus 
the  "renovation"  of  the  church  in  Nordlingen  speaks  thus: 
*'  In  the  matter  of  divorce  we  follow  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
Matth.  xix,  not  permitting  true  divorce,  as  far  as  it  depends  oH 
us,  except  for  the  cause  of  fornication,  nor  without  the  pro- 
duction of  witnesses  and  before  a  magistrate,  that  we  may  not, 
by  furnishing  occasion  for  fraud,  add  the  force  of  malice  to 
evils  already  existing.  But  in  other  things  we  follow  the 
Apostle  Paul,  1  Cor,  vii.,  and  allow  persons  who  seek  a  divorce 
to  be  separated  by  authority  of  the  magistrate,  but  on  condi- 
tion that  they  remain  unmarried,  according  to  the  precept  of 
Christ,  Matth.  xix."  So  the  "  church-order  of  the  Nether- 
landers  at  London  "  (1650) :  *'  fi-om  all  these  words  of  the 
Lord  one  may  easily  perceive  that  the  marriage  bond  is  exceed- 
ingly strong,  and  that  it  can  be  broken  only  by  death  and  whore- 


*  He  means  apparently  hU  tktohgim  probUmaia,  or  lod  eommunet, 
f  See  Wolfius,  OwcephUolog,  on  the  paasage  in  Corinthians,  where  they  are 
spoken  of  at  large. 
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dom.''  So  the  **  Bacred  litnrgj  of  the  church  of  the  foreign- 
ers at  Frankfort.''  (1564)*  says  that  "  they  whom  God  has 
joined  together,  can  never  be  separated  bnt  on  account  of  for- 
nication, or  for  a  time  by  mutual  consent,  that  they  may  give 
themselves  to  fasting  and  prayer." 

Bnt  the  great  majority  of  the  ordinances  add  malicious 
desertion  to  adultery  as  a  second  ground  of  divorce.  So 
those  of  Liibeck  (1531),  of  Goslar  (same  year),  of  Lippe  (1538), 
of  Geneva,  already  mentioned  (1541),  Calenburg-Gottingen 
(1542),  Brunswick-Lnneburg(1543),  Brandenburg  (1573),  Meck- 
lenburg (1570),  Brunswick-Grubenhagen  (1581),  and  Lower 
Saxony  (1586).  The  last  but  one  of  these  uses  the  following 
words :  **  By  no  means  shall  any  divorce  be  allowed  or  pro- 
cured except  in  two  casen  which  Christ  and  Paul  have  allowed 
in  the  Gospel.  As  namely  and  in  the  first  place,  when  one  of 
the  parties 'has  been  satisfactorily  proved  guilty  and  jurally 
convicted  of  adultery,  and  the  innocent  party  will  not  or  can- 
not at  all  become  reconciled  to  him,  in  such  case  at  length 
the  sentence  of  divorce  shall   be  pronounced   according  to 

Christ's  words,  Matth.  xix In  the  second  place, 

in  cases  of  malicious  desertion,  running  away  and  abandon- 
ment, of  which  St.  Paul  speaks,  1  Cor.  vii."  And  the  last 
mentioned  ordinance  says  that  "  whatever  besides  these  two 
causes  [adultery  and  desertion]  has  been  brought  in  by  some 
emperors,  as  Theodosius,  Yalentinian,  Leo,  Justinian,  to 
justify  divorce,  cannot  be  sufficient  for  that  purpo8e."t 

One  or  two  only  of  the  ordinances  of  this  period  extend  the 
permission  beyond  the  two  causes  of  divorce  so  often  spoken 
of.  Those  of  Zurich  we  have  already  mentioned.  A  Prus- 
sian consistorial  ordinance,  in  cases  of  cruelty  after  fruitless 
attempts  to  reform  the  man  by  discipline,  allows  a  separation 
from  bed  and  board  not  exceeding  three  years,  after  which  the 
parties  might  be  united  again,  on  the  offender's  giving  suffi- 
cient security  that  he  wonld  not  repeat  his  misdeeds.  If  after 
this,  there  should  be  an  attempt  by  either  party  on  the  other's 


*  That  ifl,  S8  we  soppoee,  the  chorch  of  the  English,  which  had  Its  difficulties 
in  that  year. 
f  All  tbeae  inatanoee  are  from  Prof.  GdecheD*B  program. 
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life,  by  poison  or  otherwise,  they  might  thereupon  be  divorced, 
and  the  guilty  party  be  remitted  from  the  matrimonial  to  the 
secniar  court. 

The  question  was  discussed  among  the  reformers  whether 
the  adulterous  party  ought  to  be  suflfered  to  marry  again  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  other  consort.  Luther  insists  with  great 
energy  that  death  ought  to  be  the  penalty  for  adultery,  but 
since  the  civil  rulers  are  slack  and  indulgent  in  this  respect,  be 
would  permit  the  criminal,  if  he  must  live,  to  go  away  to  some 
remote  place  and  there  marry  again.  So  Calvin,  in  several 
places,  declares  that  death  ought  to  be  inflicted  for  this  crime, 
as  it  was  by  the  Mosaic  code,  but  if  the  law  of  the  territory 
stop  short  of  this  righteous  penalty,  the  smallest  evil  is  to 
grant  liberty  of  remarriage  in  such  cases.''^ 

The  church-laws  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centu- 
ries in  Germany  very  generally  concede  divorce  only  in  the 
two  cases  already  named,  but  the  Wirtemberg  ordinance  goes 
farther  than  this ;  it  adds  as  grounds  of  divorce  impotence 
supervenient  on  marriage  through  the  fault  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties, and  obstinate  refusal  of  matrimonial  duty. 

Meanwhile,  a  new  turn  was  given  to  opinions  concerning 
divorce  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Thoma- 
sius  (ob.  1728),  a  professor  of  law  at  Halle,  an  audacious  bat 
superficial  thinker,  gave  the  direction  by  leaving  out  of  sight 
the  religious  and  moral  side  of  marriage,  and  looking  at  it  only 


*  Luther's  words  are  (Walch  x.  Y24),  '*  but  if  the  dyil  authorities  are  slack 
and  negligent,  and  do  not  kiU  the  adulterer,  he  may  flee  to  a  distant  land  and 
there  marry,  if  he  cannot  be  continent.  But  it  were  better  he  were  dead  and 
gone,  to  prevent  eril  examples  (aber  es  wftre  besser  todt  todt  mit  Ihm,  etc.)." 

So  Oalvin  m  a  letter  (Epist.  p.  d25,  Armsterd.  ed.  of  his  works,  last  yoL)  Bays 
that  '*  because  the  punishment  of  adultery  has  not  been  as  severe  as  it  ought  to 
be,  so  that  they  do  not  lose  life  who  violate  the  fiaith  of  wedlock,  it  would  be  hard 
that  [a  man  or  woman  who  had  thus  sinned]  should  be  piobibited  from  marry- 
ing during  lifetime.  Thus  it  is  necessary  that  one  indulgence  draw  with  it 
another.  Tet  it  seems  wisest  not  to  let  the  guilty  woman  do  as  she  will  in  r^ard 
to  marrying  at  once.  Such  permission  should  be  delayed,  whether  by  prescrib- 
ing a  certain  time  or  by  waiting  until  the  innocent  party  has  contracted  a  new 
marriage.*  In  his  note  on  Matth.  xix.  9,  Calvin  expresses  the  same  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  deserts  of  the  adulterous  wi&  or  husband,  and  the  "  perverse  in- 
dulgenoe  of  magistrates." 
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as  a  civilian.'^  He  had  vast  inflnence  on  his  age  and  many 
followed  in  his  steps.  Thus  Kayser,  afterwards  a  professor  at 
Giessen,  in  a  disputation  of  the  year  1715,  regards  as  good 
grounds  for  divorce,  incompatibility  of  temper,  contagious  dis- 
ease, cmel  treatment,  irreconcilable  animosity,  and  other 
grounds  rarely  or  never  held  to  be  suflScient  before.  Mar- 
riage is  now  coming  to  be  regarded  as  a  contract  for  attaining 
merely  ontward  ends,  as  an  institntion  to  be  shaped  and  modi- 
fied by  the  State  according  to  its  views  of  expediency  and  its 
opinions  as  to  the  best  means  for  securing  civil  happiness ;  it 
is  putting  off  its  religious  and  moral  character. 

These  new  views,  which  tallied  so  well  with  the  shallow 
spirit  of  the  eighteenth  century,  found,  their  expression  first 
in  the  legislation  of  Prussia.!  In  1749,  1751,  part  of  a 
project  of  a  general  code  for  the  Prussian  states  was  pub- 
lished by  Cocceii,  the  Chancellor  under  Frederic  the  Great, 
and  the  divorce  r^ulations  which  formed  a  portion  of  this 
project,  although  this,  as  a  whole,  never  acquired  a  legal  exist- 
ence, passed  by  degrees  into  the  law  of  a  large  number  of  the 
provinces  composing  the  Prussian  kingdom.  In  this  project 
the  innovations  are  chiefly  the  following :  first,  that  consent  of 
the  parties  can  dissolve,  marriage,  although  a  term  of  a  year's 
separation  from  bed  and  board  is  required  to  give  opportunity 
for  reconciliation.  Should  they  at  the  year's  end  still  persist 
in  their  decision,  divorce  may  now  be  granted.  Secondly, 
divorce  is  allowed  on  account  of  ^^  deadly  hostility  "  between 
the  parties,  and  is  made  to  depend  on  a  variety  of  indications, 
as  when  blows  are  gi^en  by  one  of  the  parties,  or  he  has  an  in- 
&mou8  disease,  or  he  plots  against  the  life  of  the  other,  or  is 
condemned  to  an  infamous  punishment.  To  this,  it  is  added, 
that  complaints  may  be  made  for  smaller  faults,  as  the  cruelty 
(sffivitia)  of  the  husband,  the  extravagance  or  drunkenness  of 
the  wife.    Here,  too,  a  probation  of  not  more  than  a  year's 


*  For  Tbomasius,  see  Tholuck's  Article  on  him  in  Herzo^t  Encyelop.^  Vol. 
ZTLyAnd  bia  *' preliminary  history  of  RationaliBmy"  ii.,  %  61-76. 

f  For  ibe  legislation  anterior  to  the  introdaction  of  the  Praseian  Code  or 
**  AUpemeifist  Jxmdreeht"  we  rely  on  an  Essay  by  Sayigny,  entitled  '*  Reform  of 
the  Laws  conoernlng  BlTorce,**  in^his  Miscell.  Works  (Yermischt  Schrift),  ▼• 
822-414. 
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separation  must  precede  a  sentence  of  full  divorce.  One  of 
the  provinces,  a  little  after,  did  away  with  this  probation  in 
the  case  of  "  deadly  enmity,"  and  authorized  divorces  on  this 
ground  to  be  granted  at  once. 

Then  came  a  reaction.  The  king — still  Frederic  the 
Great — while  on  a  journey  in  Pomerania,  in  1782,  had  his  at- 
tention drawn  to  the  frequency  of  divorces,  especially  in  the 
lower  classes.  Fie  therefore  issued  an  edict  complaining  of  the 
frivolity  with  which  divorces  were  sought,  the  readiness  to 
contract  inconsiderate  marriages,  the  evils  to  families,  etc. ;  and 
the  Chancellor  was  required  to  amend  the  legislation.  In  the 
edict  published  in  consequence  of  this  movement,  divorce  by 
consent  of  parties  was  restricted  to  cases  where  the  marriage 
had  been  without  children  for  several  years,  and  the  judge  was 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  divorce  was  sought  by  both  parties 
freely,  and  after  mature  consideration.  Divorce  for  fault  of 
one  of  the  parties  is  granted  on  account  of  those  same  crimes 
and  diflferences  between  the  parties,  which  the  law  of  1749  re- 
garded as  justifying  reasons.  Soon  after  this  a  project  of  a 
general  code  was  made,  out  of  which  the  code  of  1791  grew. 
Here  divorce  by  mutual  consent  is  admitted  only  when  the 
parties  have  been  four  years  without  children,  or  when  for 
other  reason  there  is  no  prospect  of  any.  Divorce  for  deadly 
hatred  is  still  admitted,  but  the  law  adds  that  no  marriage 
shall  be  dissolved  on  account  of  invincible  disinclination 
avowed  by  one  of  the  parties.  The  proofs  of  hatred  as  they 
appear  in  former  laws  are  now  made  distinct  grounds  of 
divorce  from  the  hatred  itself. 

We  next  come  to  the  code  or  "  Landrecht "  which  is  still  in 
force  for  the  kingdom  of  Prussia.*  Here  the  grounds  for 
divorce  involving  wrong  of  one  of  the  parties  are,  first,  adultery, 
sodomy,  and  other  .unnatural  vices,  and  suspicious  intercourse, 
especially  after  prohibition  by  a  judge,  attended  with  a  violent 
suspicion  of  adultery  (668 — 676).  Next  comes  malicious  deser- 
tion, of  which  quite  a  number  of  cases  are  given.  For  example 
if  a  woman  leave  her  husband  without  cause,  the  judge  may 
require  her  return.    If  she  refuses,  her  husband  may  sue  for 

*  PreuBS.  Landrecht,  IL,  part  I.,  chiefly  §  668-884.    We  quote  the  eeoUonB. 
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divorce.  A  bneband  is  not  bound  to  take  back  a  wife  who  has 
left  him  until  ahe  proves  the  correctne^  of  her  life  while  away. 
If  a  person  is  away  on  urgent  and  lawful  business,  his  act  is 
not  desertion  exactly,  but  his  consort  must  wait  ten  years,  and 
then  sue  for  a  judicial  declaration  of  his  death  (676 — 693). 
Persistent  refusal  of  marriage-intercourse  is  regarded  as  equiva- 
leut  to  malicious  desertion  (694 — 695).  Plots  or  practices, 
endangering  the  life  or  health  of  the  other  party,  together  with 
gross  injury  to  the  honor  or  personal  freeedom  of  the  same, 
are  sufficient  ground  for  divorce.  But  persons  of  lower  con- 
dition shall  not  have  divorce  granted  to  them  on  account  of 
threats  or  abuse  with  the  tongue,  nor  for  injurious  acts  and 
outrages,  unless  these  are  causeless  and  maliciously  repeated. 
An  irreconcilable  temper  (unvertraglichk'eit)  and  quarrelsome- 
ness are  good  grounds  only  when  the  innocent  party's  life  and 
health  are  endangered  (699 — 703).  Gross  crimes,  for  whidi 
a  disgraceftil  punishment  is  suffered,  furnish  ground  for  divorc^ 
So,  also,  when  one  party  falsely  accuses  the  other  of  such 
crimes,  o^  intentionally  puts  the  other  in  danger  of  losing  life, 
honor,  office,  or  business,  or  enters  into  a  disgraceful  employ- 
ment (704 — ^707). '  Drunkenness,  extravagance  or  a  loose  man- 
ner of  life  (unordentliche  wirthschaft)  may  be  followed  by 
divorce,  if  not  corrected  by  steps  which  the  judge  takes  on  ap- 
plication firom  the  innocent  party  (708 — 710).  So  also  failure 
to  support  a  wife,  caused  by  crime,  dissipation,  or  loose  living, 
entitle  her  to  divorce,  when  after  arrangements  made  by  the 
judge  for  her  divorce  the  husband  persists  in  his  conduct  (711 
— 713).  In  all  cases  the  judge  must  take  pains  to  restore  a 
good  understanding  between  the  alienated  parties  (714). 

The  causes  for  divorce  which  may  be  referred  to  accident  or 
visitation  of  providence  are  these :  incurable  impotence  super- 
venient after  marriage,  together  with  other  incurable  bodily 
defects  exciting  disgust  or  preventing  the  fulfillment  of  the 
ends  of  the  marriage  state  (696 — 698),  and  insanity  lasting 
OYer  a  year  without  prospect  of  cure  (698). 

The  causes  depending  on  the  will  of  both  or  of  one  of  the 
parties  are  these:  '^ Marriages  without  children  can  be  dis- 
solved by  mutual  consent,  if  neither  frivolity  nor  haste,  nor 
secret  force  on  either  side  can  be  discovered.    But  mere  disin- 
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clination  of  one  party  towards  the  other,  not  sustained  by  posi- 
tive acts,  is  ordinarily  no  cause  of  divorce,  and  yet  in  special 
cases  it  may  become  such,  where  the  alienation  is  deep,  vio- 
lent, and  irreconcilable.  But  in  such  cases  the  party  urging 
this  plea  against  the  other's  will  must  be  declared  to  be  in 
fault,  and  is  liable  to  the  penalties,  or  disadvantages  in  regard 
to  property,  spoken  of  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  the  law  (716 
— 71 8).  Where  the  reasons  allied  for  divorce  are  of  less 
weight,  and  hope  of  reconciliation  exists,  the  judge  can  delay 
making  known  his  sentence  for  a  year,  pending  which  time 
the  parties  may  live  separated,  and  the  judge  must  decree  in 
regard  to  questions  of  property  and  children.  At  the  end  of 
the  term  a  new  attempt  at  reconciliation  must  be  made,  and  if 
this  is  ineffectual,  sentence  can  then  be  given  (723 — 731). 

No  divorce  shall  be  granted  where  one  party  has  brought 
the  other  to  the  commission  of  the  misdeeds  on  which  the  com* 
plaint  is  based.  So  condonation  is  an  estoppal  to  suits  aris- 
ing out  of  the  crime  forgiven.  Cohabitation  for  a  year  after 
knowledge  of  the  crime  implies  condonation. 

No  separation  from  bed  and  board  is  allowed  if  one  of  the 
parties  is  a  Protestant.  If  both  are  Catholics,  such  separation 
has  all  the  civil  effects  of  divorce.  And  it  is  left  to  the  con- 
sciences of  the  parties  concerned  to  decide  what  use  they  will 
make  of  their  separation  in  the  matter  of  contracting  new 
marriages  (783 — 735). 

The  consequences  of  divorce  form  an  important  branch  of  the 
Prussian  law.  Divorced  persons  may  in  general  marry  again 
whom  they  will.  But  a  person  divorced  for  adulteiy  may  not 
marry  the  partner  of  the  crime.  Nor  may  they  who  have 
been  divorced  on  account  of  suspicious  intercourse  marry  those 
who  have  been  connected  with  them  in  their  suspicious  acts, 
and  have  produced  a  variance  between  the  consorts.  (25 — 
27.)  Divorced  persons,  like  others  contracting  a  new  mar- 
riage, must  prove  the  dissolution  of  the  old  one  to  the  clergy- 
man who  publishes  and  solemnizes  the  nuptials  (17),  and  if 
there  are  minor  children  of  a  former  marriage,  must  exhibit  a 
legal  composition  (with  them  in  regard  to  property),  or 
at  least  a  permit  of  a  court  of  wards,  before  the  new  union  can 
be  celebrated  (18).    As  for  the  rest,  no  delay  is  imposed  on 
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the  divorced  man's  remarrying,  but  the  woman  mnet  wait  ao- 
cording  to  circnaaBtancee,  from  three  to  nine  montiis  (19 
—23). 

In  the  bearing  of  [divorce  upon  the  property  of  the  parties, 
the  Proflsian  law  seems  to  have  followed  to  some  extent  the 
provifflons  of  tbe  Boman  code.  At  the  time  of  the  process  it 
most  be  determined  by  the  judge  which  party  is  to  blame  for 
the  divorce,  or  which  is  moris  so,  if  both  are  in  fault.  Wrongs 
directly  violating  marriage  duty  are  more  blameworthy  than 
such  as  do  this  indirectly.  Intention  also,  and  lightness  of  mind 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  reckoning  the  fault.  This  being  as- 
certained, the  case  may  be  that  neither  party  is  declared  guilty, 
or  that  one  is  or  is  principally  so,  and  provisions  are  necessary 
according  as  the  property  was  held  separately,  or  in  common. 
In  the  first  case,  where  neither  party  is  pronounced  guilty,  and 
the  goods  were  not  held  in  common,  they  follow  the  rules 
prescribed  for  separation  by  death  If  there  was  a  community 
of  goods,  each,  takes  Uie  part  contributed  by  him  or  her  to  the 
common  stock  before  marriage,  or  added  since.  But  in  the 
case  of  persons  from  whom  a  divorce  is  obtained  on  account  of 
certain  visitations  of  Providence,  the  other  party — the  sane 
party  for  instance — must  support  the  unfortunate  one  accord- 
ing to  their  condition  in  life,  if  t!he  latter  has  not  the  means  of 
support  in  his  own  hands.  In  the  other  case,  where  one  of  the 
parties  is  pronounced  guilty,  the  rules  in  regard  to  the  division 
of  property  mn  into  details  too  long  to  be  described.  The 
general  principle  is  that  the  guilty  party,  whether  husband  or 
wife,  shall  snfier  in  property,  as  a  sort  of  compensation  to  the 
other  for  crime  or  indiscretion.  Thus,  if  no  community  of 
goods  had  existed,  the  party  whose  conduct  caused  the  divorce 
is  considered  civilly  dead,  and  all  the  advantages  conceded  by 
the  law  to  a  surviving  consort  are  granted  to  the  innocent 
partner.  If  community  of  goods  had  existed,  the  innocent 
party  can  choose  whether  to  take  half  of  them,  or  to  demand  a 
division.  If  they  are  divided,  the  portion  of  the  guilty  party 
is  liable  for  the  same  satisfaction  or  compensation,  as  if  there 
had  been  no  community  of  goods.  This  satisfaction,  if  divorce 
grew  out  of  the  grosser  offenses  named  in  the  law,  and  there 
had  been  no  bargain,  amounts  to  one  quarter  of  the  property 
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of  the  guilty  party,  and  if  tiie  offenses  were  less  gross  to  one- 
sixth.  Instead  of  this  satisfaction,  the  innocent  wife  can  de- 
mand alimony  on  a  scale  suitable  to  her  condition  in  life. 
And  if  the  innocent  hnsband,  through  a^e,  sickness,  or  mistbr- 
tone,  is  not  in  a  condition  to  earn  his  living,  he  can,  instead  of 
a  satisfaction,  choose  alimony  to  be  paid  oat  of  his  wife^s  pro- 
perty. But  if  the  guilty  party  can  give  neither  compensation, 
nor  satisfaction,  nor  support,  he  or  she  must  for  the  offenses  oc- 
casioning the  divorce  be  imprisoned,  or  be  put  to  penal  labor, 
for  a  time  varying  from  fourteen  days  to  three  months  (746 
—823). 

Marriage  in  Prussia,  as  in  most  other  Christian  countries, 
requires  certain  religions  formalities  in  order  to  be  valid. 
If  a  Catholic  curate  hesitates  to  publish  and  solemnize  a 
marriage  allowed  by.  the  laws,  because  the  dispensation  of  his 
superior  has  not  been  asked  for  or  has  been  refused,  he  must 
allow  another  clergyman  to  perform  these  services  in  his  place. 
For  Protestant  ministers  there  is,  we  believe,  no  such  indul- 
gence. And  hence,  those  who  regard  the  Prussian  law  of 
divorce  as  heathenish  and  unchristian,  who  scruple  to  unite  a 
woman  divorced  without  adultery  to  another  husband  and  to 
say  that  God  has  joined  them  together,  must  occasionally 
be  brought  into  extreme  perplexity.  The  only  way  of  prevent- 
ing such  outrageous  tyranny  is  to  put  them  on  a  level  with 
Catholic  priests,  or  to  introduce  the  French  civil  marriage. 

It  is  natural  that  the  complaints  against  the  Prussian  law 
should  be  great.  Not  only  has  it  dissatisfied  numbers  of  the 
clergy,  but  some  also  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  have  desired 
to  see  it  modified.  Savigny  (u.  s.  863 — 414)  gives  us  two 
such  documents  containing  projects  of  new  divorce  laws  framed 
by  two  commissions,  the  one  in  1842,  the  other  in  1844.  He 
must  have  been  in  the  counsels  which  originated  one  or  both  of 
these.  We  have  no  room  to  describe  their  provisions,  except 
to  say  that  they  both  exceedingly  abridge  the  causes  of  divorce. 
Both  pronounce  against  mutual  consent,  violent  contrariety 
of  temper,  deficient  proof  of  innocent  life  on  the  part  of  a 
woman  separated  before  divorce  from  her  husband,  disease 
and  defect  caused  after  marriage  by  visitation  of  Providence, 
and  suspected  intercouse  contrary  to  the  order  of  a  coUrt.    Be- 
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ndeB  these,  the  first  coinmiBsion  of  1842  eliminates  madness,  re- 
fusal of  connubial  dnty,  injuries  to  the  honor  or  freedom  of 
one  of  the  parties  by  the  other,  unless  they  run  into  prolonged 
and  gross  ontrages,  quarrelsomeness,  danger  to  life,  honor, 
office,  or  business  by  unpermitted  actions,  unless  these  furnish 
reason  for  divorce  of  another  kind ;  together  with  drunkenness 
and  other  loose  living,  and  failure  to  furnish  support,  except- 
ing the  case  when  through  crime,  drunkenness,  or-dissoluteness 
a  man  has  taken  away  from  himself  the  power  to  maintain 
his  wife,  in  which  case  divorce  may  be  allowed.    It  is  a  decisive 
condemnation  of  the  law  that  jurists  of  the  highest  eminence 
were  found  ready  to  make  such  sweeping  changes  in  the  code. 
But  the  attempts  to  change  the  law  were  ineffectual,  nor  have 
others  since  made,  unless  we  are  deceived,  been  more  suc- 
cessfnl. 

The  provisions  of  the  Austrian  code  applicable  to  non- 
Catholics  and  the  Church-ordinance  of  Baden  approach  nearest 
in  point  of  laxity  to  the  Prussian  law.  All  the  other  States  of 
Germany  confine  divorce  to  cases  of  guilt,  although  they 
generally  go,  in  their  enumeration  of  the  kinds  of  wrong-doing 
which  furnish  ground  for  divorce,  beyond  the  legislation  of  the 
age  of  the  reformers. 

From  Prussia  we  turn  to  France,  where  the  experiments  in 
divorce  legislation  coincide  nearly  with  the  phases  of  political 
revolution.    The  old  system,  conformable  to  the  ecclesiastical 
law  of  divorce,  was  overthrown  by  a  new  divorce  law  passed 
Sept.  20, 1792,  at  the  opening  of  the  National  Convention.    In 
this  new  law  three  causes  of  divorce  are  allowed,  mutual  con- 
sent, allegation  of  incompatibility  of  temper  brought  by  one  of 
the  consorts,  and  certain  specific  or  determinate  motives  de- 
rived from  the  condition  or  conduct  of  either  of  the  married 
parties.    These  last  are  derangement  of  reason,  condemnation 
by  a  tribunal  to  a  painihl  or  infamous  penalty,  crimes,  cruelties, 
or  grave  injuries  of  either  party  toward  the  other,  notorious 
licentiousness  of  morals,  desertion  for  at  least  two  years,  ab- 
sence foT  at  least  five  without  sending  news,  and  finally  emi* 
gracion  from  France  in  certain  cases,  which  was  naturally  a 
transitory  measure.    Separation  of  body  or  divorce  a  mensa  et 
thoro  was  to  be  hereafter  abolished,  and  separations  already 
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decreed  by  process  at  law  could  be  turned  into  divorces.  The 
divorced  parties  could  marry  one  another  de  novOj  and  could 
mjarry  other  persons  after  a  year,  in  cases  of  divorce  for  incom- 
patibility, or  on  mutual  consent.  When  the  divorce  was 
granted  for  a  determinate  cause,  the  wife  must  wait  a  year  be- 
fore marrying,  except  in  the  case  of  the  husband's  absence  for 
five  years,  when  she  is  allowed  to  marry  immediately  after  ob- 
taining her  divorce. 

So  far  the  new  law  went  back  to  the  loose  Roman  practice, 
but  the  mode  of  procuring  divorce  was  somewhat  original.  In 
case  the  steps  for  this  purpose  began  in  mutual  consent,  a 
family  council  of  at  least  six  relations  or  friends  was  to  be  con- 
vened by  the  parties,  half  chosen  by  the  husband,  half  by  the 
wife.  When  after  a  month's  warning  the  council  should  meet, 
it  was  to  hear  the  reasons  of  the  parties  who  had  desired  divorce, 
and  to  make  observations  on  the  case.  If  not  reconciled,  the 
parties  were  now  to  present  themselves,  from  one  to  six  months 
after  the  meeting  of  the  council,  before  the  proper  public  offi- 
cer of  the  husband's  domicil,  who,  without  entering  into  the 
reasons  of  the  case,  was  to  grant  the  divorce.  If  the  parties 
neglected  to  take  this  step  within  six  months  after  the  meeting 
of  the  council,  they  would  need  to  go  through  the  same  for- 
malities again  after  the  same  intervals.  If  they  were  minors, 
one  or  both,  or  had  children,  the  delays  were  to  be  doubled. 

In  cases  where  one  of  the  consorts  demanded  divorce  on  the 
ground  of  incompatibility  of  temper,  the  steps  were  the  same 
as  those  already  described,  with  this  difference,  that  there  were 
to  be  three  assemblies  of  the  family  council  at  certain  fixed  in- 
tervals. 

Where  a  specific  ground  for  divorce  was  alleged  by  one  of 
the  parties,  if  it  were  absence  without  news  for  nine  years,  or 
judgment  for  crime,  the  public  officer  could  grant  the  suit  at 
once,  unless  indeed  the  nature  or  validity  of  the  judgment  were 
contested  by  the  other  party,  in  which  case  the  tribunal  of  the 
district  must  first  decide  the  disputed  point.  If  the  specific 
ground  were  any  other,  as  derangement,  profligacy,  desertion, 
injury  of  the  consort,  the  demandant  had  first  to  bring  his  case 
betbre  family  arbitrators  "in  the  form  prescribed  for  suits  be- 
tween husband  and  wife."    If  they  regarded  his  demand  as 
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founded  in  fact,  the  divorce  could  be  granted  by  the  public 
officer  of  the  husband's  domicil,  but  there  might  be  an  appeal 
by  the  defendant  from  the  arbitrators'  sentence,  which  appeal 
was  to  be  decided  within  a  month. 

This  law  opened  a  wide  door  to  divorce,  and  in  so  doing  dis- 
r^arded  the  feelings  and  habits  of  the  devout  Catholics  still 
remaininfi;  in  France,  by  banishing  all  separation  a  mensa  et 
thcTo  from  legislation.  But  the  door  was  not  yet  wide  enough 
for  a  *'  wicked  and  adulterous  generation."  It  needed  the  ad- 
ditional clauses  passed  by  the  National  Convention  on  the 
8th  of  Nivdse,  An.  2,— Sat.  Dec.  27, 1793— and  on  the  4th  of 
Flor^  of  the  same  year — Wed.  April  3, 1794 — to  become  per- 
iect  of  its  kind.  The  first  addition,  brought  forward  by  Mer- 
lin of  Douai,  who  said  that  it  was  conformable  to  a  provision 
of  a  civil  code  then  in  the  hands  of  a  revising  committee,  en- 
acted that  a  divorced  husband  might  marry  immediately  after 
the  divorce  was  pronounced,  and  the  wife  after  an  interval  of 
ten  months.  The  second,  a  far  more  immoral  enactment,  de- 
clared that  a  separation  in  fact  of  a  married  pair  for  six  months, 
even  though  proved  by  common  fame  only,  should  be  cause 
for  pronouncing  them  divorced  without  delay,  if  one  of  them 
demanded  it.  The  document  certifying  such  common  fame 
should  be  given  by  the  council  of  the  commune  on  the  attesta- 
tion of  six  citizens.  The  demander  of  the  divorce,  if  a  resident 
for  six  months  in  a  new  commune,  could  cite  the  other  partner 
.before  the  public  officer  of  his  actual  domicil.  But  no  cita- 
tion was  necessary,  if  one  of  the  pair  had  abandoned  the  com- 
mune where  they  lived  without  giving  news  of  himself  after- 
ward. The  divorced  woman  could  marry  aftier  a  certified 
separation  in  fact  of  ten  months,  but  an  aecouchment  in  the 
interval  would  render  such  delay  unneoeesary.  Finally, 
divorces  effected  and  authenticated  before  Sept  20, 1792  [and 
therefore  with  no  law  to  authorize  them],  on  the  ground  that 
marriage  is  a  civil  contract,  are  confirmed  in  their  legality. 

These  final  strokes  of  the  law  belong  to  the  worst  times  of 

the  revolntion.    A  reaction  showed  itself  in  the  autumn  of 

1794,  and  these  two  last  laws  were  suspended  on  the  16th  of 

Thermidor  An.  3,— Sund.  Aug.  2,  1796.    The  representative 

jfiifUie,  who  moved  the  suspension,  remarked  that  by  these 
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laws  the  hasty  outbursts  of  passion  became  irreparable,  and 
took  from  their  unhappy  victims  the  refuge  even  of  reflection 
and  repentance.  He  then  goes  on  to  say  that  the  law  of  4th 
Flor6al,  making  separation  in  fact  for  six  months  a  ground  of 
divorce,  was  forced  on  the  legislative  committee  of  the  Con- 
vention by  a  "  decemvir,"  meaning,  we  suppose,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  who  had  under  his  protection 
the  wife  of  a  man  shut  up  in  one  of  the  "  bastilles  of  terror," 
and  wished  to  secure  her  for  himself  without  loss  of  property, 
which  would  be  sequestrated  if  her  husband  was  condemned 
before  her  divorce.*  "  A  decree  of  exemption  might  have  un- 
masked this  new  Appius.  It  was  thought  better  to  propose  a 
general  law."  "  You  know  in  fact,"  says  he,  "  that  the  decem- 
viral  oppression  weighed  on  the  committees,  and  on  the  Con- 
vention generally.  Into  how  many  families  have  not  these 
laws  [of  8  Nivdse  and  4  Flor6al]  brought  dissolution  and 
despair.  How  much  at  this  moment  do  they  not  aggravate 
the  condition  of  those  who  are  detained  for  reasons  of  general 
security  [who  may  be  separated  in  fact  six  months  by  impris- 
onment, and  so  lose  their  wives  by  these  laws].  Tou  cannot 
too  soon  stop  the  flood  of  immorality  which  these  disastrous 
laws  are  rolling  on  us." 

Thus  the  law  of  Sept.  20,  1792,  alone  was  now  in  force,  and 
continued  to  govern  in  cases  of  divorce  for  some  eleven  years-f 

The  last  form  which  the  law  of  divorce  took  in  France,  be- 
fore the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  was  that  which  appears  in 
the  Code  Civil  des  Francais,  or  as  it  was  subsequently  called 
the  Code  Napoleon.  From  the  year  eight  of  the  Bepnblic, 
corresponding  with  parts  of  1799  and  1800,  a  project  of  a  code 
had  been  sent  to .  the  Superior  Courts  for  examination,  and 
then — their  observations  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council  of  State — the  section  on  legislation  within  the  council 
made  a  new  project,  which,  after  discussion  in  the  council, 
resulted  in  the  Code  Civil.  These  discussions  are  of  high  interest, 
as  indicating  a  reaction  from  the  views  of  the  revolution  con- 

*  We  are  not  sore  that  we  have  seized  the  sense  hero. 

f  The  laws  mentioDed  above  may  be  found  in  the  *'  reimpression  de  Tancien 
Moniieur,"  generally  a  few  pages  after  the  date  of  their  enactment  The  re- 
marks of  Mailhe  we  have  extracted  from  the  same  journal 
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ceming  divorce,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  qnote  from  them  at 
large  if  we  could  afford  the  space.*  The  title  on  divorce  was 
decreed  March  21. 1808,  or  30  Ventdse,  An.  xi.,  and  continued 
to  be  law  until  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  with  very  slight  changes, 
due  to  the  imperial  system.  The  differences  between  this  law 
and  that  of  Sept.  20,  1792,  are  chiefly  these.  The  system  of 
family  councils  is  abandoned.  The  formalities  in  cases  of 
divorce  by  consent  of  both  consorts,  or  on  complaint  of  one, 
are  snch  as  to  retard  the  decision  considerably,  and  give  time 
for  reflection  and  the  spirit  of  reconciliation.  The  limits  with- 
in which  divorce  by  mutual  consent  is  confined  show  a  feeling 
that  the  license  in  this  respect  had  gone  too  far.  In  case  of 
adultery  the  offending  party  conld  contract  no  marriage  with 
his  or  her  partner  in  gailt,  and  the  adulterous  wife  was  sub- 
jected to  confinement  in  a  house  of  correction.  A  di  vorced  couple 
could  never  be  united  together  again  in  marriage.  Separation 
''  de  carps ''  or  a  mensa  et  tkoro  is  restored  to  legislation  for  the 
sake  of  the  Catholics. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  in  the  Council  of  State  on  the 
question  whether  incompatibility  of  temper,  or  in  other  words 
mutual  consent  should  be  admitted  at  all  as  a  ground  of  divorce. 
The  distinguished  lawyer  Portalis  was  against  divorce  for  in> 
eompatibility  of  temper.  There  was  no  reason  for  it  in  the 
nature  of'marriage  as  a  contract.  This  was  not  an  ordinary  con- 
tract. ISio  legislator  would  endure  such  a  thing  as  a  marriage 
for  a  limited  term  of  years.  It  subsisted  for  society,  for  children ; 
and  the  interests  of  the  wife  repelled  divorce  for  indeterminate 
reasons.  The  granting  of  such  divorces  multiplied  their  num- 
ber, and  tended  to  demoralize  France.  Others  agreed  with  him, 
and  all  the  tribunals  had  been  of  th6  same  opinion,  or  like  that 
of  Paris,  bad  demanded  that  the  incompatibility  should  be 
proved  by  facts.  The  first  Consul,  whose  vigorous  thinking 
is  continually  manifest,  objected  that  mutual  consent  was  a  way 
of  hiding  shameful  family  secrets  from  the  public  gaze.  Tron- 
chet  replied  that  the  malignant  would  say  that  the  pretext  of 

*  We  QM  the  *'  diacosaioos"  as  arranged  by  Jonanoeau  and  others  according 
to  sobjeets.  Paris,  An.  xiil  (1805).  The  chief  speakers  are  Portalis,  Boulay, 
Berlier,  Emmery*  Tronchet,  the  First  Consul  Bonaparte,  and  the  Consul  Cam- 
bac^r^ 
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incompatibility  had  been  employed  to  conceal  more  shamefnl 
reasons.  Portalis,  too,  said  that  a  wife  would  say  to  the  legis- 
lator ''  you  dishonor  me  by  concealing  the  tme  canse  of  the 
divorce ;  you  give  room  to  all  sorts  of  suspicions ;  whilst  my 
husband  who  repudiates  me  quits  me  only  because  he  is  hur- 
ried away  by  a  shameful  passion."  ^^  And  what  inconven- 
ience," adds  he,  "  would  there  be  in  accusations  for  adultery 
being  made  public.  It  is  the  crime  which  makes  the  shame, 
and  not  the  accusation.  If  we  look  within  we  shall  find  that 
the  only  fear  that  agitates  us  is  that  of  ridicule ;  for,  we  must 
confess  it,  in  the  present  state  of  our  morals  we  seek  to  save 
ourselves  more  from  ridicule  than  from  vice  itself."  These 
views  did  not  prevail.  The  council,  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ments against  mutual  consent  as  a  ground  of  divorce,  intro- 
duced  it  into  the  law,  and  principally  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
ing up  specific  causes  of  divorce,  which  it  might  be  disgraceful 
to  have  known.  Some  of  those  who  were  consulted  in  framing 
the  law  proposed  that  this  kind  of  divorce  should  be  interdicted 
to  consorts  who  had  children,  but  the  proposal  was  rejected — 
one  member  of  the  council  remarking  that  children  were  thus 
spared  the  shame  of  having  the  scandalous  conduct  of  either 
parent  spread  abroad. 

To  come  now  to  the  law  itself  (Code  Oivil,  Tit.  VI.,  Art. 
229-311),  the  causes  of  divorce  are  the  following:  1.  for  the 
husband,  the  wife's  adultery ;  2.  for  the  wite,  that  gross  form 
of  the  husband's  adultery,  when  he  has  kept  a  concubine  in  the 
common  dwelling ;  S!  for  either  consort,  outrages,  cruelties  or 
grave  injuries  inflicted  by  the  other  (exc6s,  s6vices,  injures 
graves) ;  4.  for  either,  the  condemnation  of  the  other  to  an  in- 
famous punishment  (peine  infamante);  5.  ''The  mutual  and 
persevering  consent  of  the  consorts  expressed  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law,  under  the  conditions  and  with  the  proofe 
which  it  establishes,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  that  a  common 
life  is  unsupportable  to  them,  and  that  there  exists  in  their 
case  a  peremptory  reason  for  divorce." 

These  grounds  for  divorce  are  divided  into  determinate  or 
specific,  and  indeterminate,  or  those  which  rest*  on  no  specific 
act  or  series  of  acts.  In  assigning  these  grounds  the  law  stops 
short  of  the  laxneds  of  the  Boman  law,  which  it  in  some  re- 
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spects  follows, — for  instance,  in  making  ordinary  adnltery  on 
the  part  of  the  husband  no  caase  for  the  separation  of  the 
parties.  Under  No.  3,  the  expressions  may  include  a  wide 
range  of  actions,  and  much  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
judge.  Here,  if  anywhere  in  the  law,  mast  come  in  mali- 
cions  desertion  under  the  head  of  cruelties  or  grave  injuries. 

In  a  second  chapter,  the  law  treats  of  the  forms  of  divorce 
for  a  determinate  cause ;  of  the  provisory  measures  to  which 
the  suit  for  divorce  for  a  determinate  cause  can  give  rise ;  and 
of  the  pleas  in  bar  of  action  in  such  cases.  The  provisions  are 
careful  and  minute,  such  as  to  guard  against  any  improper 
haste  or  advantage  of  the  complaining  pa]*ty.  We  cite  only 
one  or  two  particulars  from  this  chapter.  The  demandant  of 
the  divorce  must  always  appear  in  person  through  the  stages 
of  the  cause,  with  counsel  if  he  wishes,  but  his  counsel  cannot 
supply  his  place.  When  the  plea  for  divorce  is  based  on  out- 
rages, etc.  (No.  3,  above),  the  judges  are  not  permitted, 
although  the  case  may  be  clear,  to  decree  the  divorce  directly. 
The  woman  is  authorized  to  quit  her  husband's  company,  and 
entitled  during  the  interval,  until  the  case  be  decided,  to  re- 
ceive alimony  from  him,  if  she  have  not  herself  sources  of 
supply  for  her  wants.  Then,  after  a  year  of  "  trial "  (6preuve), 
if  they  are  not  reunited,  the  original  demandant  can  make  a 
new  citation  of  the  other  consort,  and  the  case  can  go  on. 
When  the  case  has  passed  onward  to  its  final  stage,  the  de- 
mandant is  obliged  to  present  himself  before  the  civil  officer, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  divorce  pronounced,  having  sum- 
moned the  other  party  for  that  purpose.  This  must  take  place 
within  two  months  after  the  final  judgment,  and  if  such  party 
neglects  to  have  the  other  summoned,  the  proceedings  are  to 
go  for  nothing,  and  he  cannot  bring  a  suit  for  divorce  again 
except  on  some  new  ground.  Other  articles  allow  the  woman, 
in  all  causes  where  specific  grounds  for  divorce  are  alleged,  to 
quit  her  hnsband^s  domicil  for  another  indicated  by  the  judge, 
and  to  receive  alimony  proportionate  to  his  means,  until  the 
case  is  settled. 

Some  of  the  provisions  of  the  chapter  on  divorce  by  mutual 
consent  are  w'orthy  of  note,  as  showing  the  anxiety  of  the  re. 
dactors  of  the  law  lest  this  principle  should  multiply  divorces 
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greatly.  No  mutual  consent  should  have  any  force  unless  the 
husband  were  over  twenty-five,  and  the  wife  at  least  twenty- 
one,  and  under  forty-five  years  of  age ;  unless  they  had  lived 
together  two  years,  and  had  not  lived  together  twenty ;  and 
unless  their  mutual  consent  were  authorized  by  their  fathers 
and  mothers,  or  by  other  living  ascendants  according  to  the 
rules  prescribed  in  the  law  concerning  marriage.*  Then  the 
parties  are  required  to  reduce  to  writing  their  proposed  arrange- 
ments in  regard  to  alimony  and  the  guardianship  of  the 
children,  and  to  present  themselves  before  the  judicial  officer 
of  their  arrondisement  together  and  in  person,  in  order  to 
make  before  two  notaries  a  declaration  of  their  will.  After 
the  judge  shall  have  made  to  them  suph  representations  and 
exhortations  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  shall  have  read  the  fourth 
chapter  of  the  law  relating  to  the  effects  of  divorce,  if  they 
persist  in  their  resolution,  they  are  required  to  produce  before 
him  an  inventory  of  their  goods,  their  arrangements  already 
spoken  of,  certificates  of  their  birth  and  marriage,  of  the  birth 
and  death  of  all  the  children  born  of  their  union,  and  of  the 
consent  of  the  proper  relative  in  the  ascending  line  to  their 
divorce.  A  proces-verbal  is  to  be  drawn  up,  into  which  all 
these  acts  are  introduced,  with  a  notice  to  the  wife  to  reside  in 
a  house  agreed  upon,  apart  from  her  husband,  until  the  case 
be  finished.  The  declaration  of  the  parties  touching  their 
mutual  consent  shall  be  renewed  with  the  same  formalities  in 
the  first  half  of  the  fourth,  seventh,  and  tenth  month  after  the 
first  proceedings,  at  which  time  formal  proof  must  be  adduced 
that  their  relatives  continue  to  give  their  assent.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  a  year  from  their  original  declaration  they  are  re- 
quired to  appear,  supported  each  by  two  friends  of  fifty  years 
old  and  upwards,  before  the  judicial  officer  of  the  arrondise- 
ment, in  order  to  present  to  him  the  acts  drawn  up  on  the 
four  occasions  already  mentioned,  and  to  demand  of  him  sepa- 
rately, yet  in  the  presence  of  each  other  and  of  the  four  friends, 
a  decree  of  divorce.  ITien  the  papers  of  all  the  proceedings 
hitherto  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  "  minist&re  pubUc^^'*  who,  if 

*  That  11,  if  no  father  and  mother  ean  give  their  consent,  a  grandfather  and 
grandmother  must  do  it,  or  if  they,  being  of  the  same  line,  disagree,  the  grand- 
father's consent  is  enough.    Code  Ciy.  §  145-160. 
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he  finds  all  the  formalities  of  the  law  complied  with,  shall 
give  his  conclasions  in  the  form  "  la  laiperTnet^^'*  and  shall  refer 
the  matter  to  ^'  the  tribunal."  If  the  tribunal  is  of  opinion 
that  the  parties  have  satisfied  the  law,  it  shall  allow  the  divorce 
and  send  the  parties  to  the  civil  officer  in  order  to  have  it  pro- 
nounced ;  otherwise  the  tribunal  shall  declare  that  the  divorce 
cannot  take  place,  and  shall  draw  up  the  reasons  for  such  a 
conclusion.  The  parties  are  to  appear  before  the  officer  author- 
ized to  pronounce  the  divorce  within  twenty  days  after  the 
decree  of  the  tribunal,  failing  to  do  which  they  render  the  de- 
cree of  the  tribunal  without  effect.* 

The  next  chapter  on  the  effects  of  divorce  will  show  more 
dearly  still,  by  several  of  its  provisions,  the  intention,  already 
made  apparent,  of  putting  as  many  clogs  on  divorce  by 
mutual  consent  as  possible.  This  chapter  prescribes  that 
divorced  parties  shall  never  marry  each  other  again ;  that  when 
the  divorce  is  for  a  determinate  cause,  ten  months  must  elapse 
before  the  woman  can  contract  a  second  marriage ;  that  the 
guilty  partner,  where  adultery  is  the  cause  of  divorce,  can 
never  marry  his  or  her  accomplice ;  and  thttt  the  woman,  if  an 
adulteress,  shall  be  shut  up  in  a  house  of  correction  for  not 
less  than  three  months,  nor  more  than  two  years.  When  the 
divorce  is  by  mutual  consent,  the  parties  cannot  marry  again 
during  three  years  after  the  pronunciation  of  the  divorce,  and 
half  of  the  property  of  each  of  them,  from  the  day  of  their 
first  declaration  of  their  purpose  to  procure  a  divorce,  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  offspring  of  their  marriage  in  full  right — 
they  themselves  having  the  enjoyment  of  the  property  during 
the  minority  of  the  children «  subject,  however,  to  the  proper 
charges  for  the  children's  maintenance  and  education.  In  all 
other  kinds  of  divorce,  except  for  mutual  consent,  the  party 
against  whom  the  divorce  has  been  obtained  shall  lose  all  ad- 

*  Tbeee  proTbiona  of  the  Code  Ciyil  were  reprodoced  in  a  RheinUche 
GeietxbDoh,  s  code  once  coDtrolling  a  part  of  the  Rhenish  provinces  of  Prussia. 
That  diTorce  by  mutual  consent  is  there  nnfreqnent  is  shown  bj  the  fact  whioh 
Savigny  mentions,  that  in  thirty-six  years  only  seyenteen  sneh  diyoroes  took 
place  in  a  populaUon  of  more  than  two  millions  (Reform  of  the  laws  on  divorce, 
n.  &|  y.  282).  Probably,  however,  the  Catbolic  habits  of  a  good  part  of  this 
population  onght  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  explaining  this  fact,  and  to 
this  Savigny  does  not  advert 
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vaDtages  conceded  by  the  other  consort,  whether  by  contract 
of  marriage,  or  since  its  consummation  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  party  who  has  obtained  the  divorce  (the  innocent 
party)  shall  continue  to  enjoy  the  advantages  conceded  by  the 
other  party,  whether  originally  reciprocal  or  not.  Power, 
also,  is  given  to  the  courts  to  grant  to  such  innocent  party,  if 
not  already  having  the  means  of  support,  an  alimony  from  the 
revenues  of  the  other  party,  not  exceeding  a  third  part  of 
them,  and  revocable  when  no  longer  needed.  Of  the  arrange- 
ments in  relation  to  the  children,  we  omit  to  speak. 

The  last  chapter  of  this  divorce  law  relates  to  separation, 
" du  corpst^  or  a  mensa  et  thoro^  Tliis  cannot  originate  in 
mutual  consent,  but  only  in  some  determinate  ground.  If  it 
is  obtained  on  account  of  the  adultery  of  the  wife,  she  shall  be 
shut  up  in  a  house  of  correction  for  the  term  already  men- 
tioned, but  the  husband  may  terminate  the  effect  of  this  pen- 
alty by  consenting  to  take  her  back  again  before  it  has  expired. 
A  separation  for  any  other  cause  except  a  wife's  adultery, 
after  it  has  lasted  three  years,  may  be  converted  into  divorce 
by  a  court  on  the  demand  of  the  party  who  was  originally  the 
defendant,  provided  the  origiual  demandant  does  not  consent 
to  put  an  end  to  the  separation  at  once. 

Here,  as  we  have  said,  the  authors  of  the  law  went  back 
upon  Catholic  principles,  which  knew  no  other  separation  of 
a  married  pair,  and  never  dissolved  marriage;  it  agrees, 
again,  with  the  old  ecclesiastical  usage  in  shutting  up  for  a 
time  the  woman  guilty  of  adultery ;  and  it  thus  contemplates, 
as  the  church  did,  a  reconciliation  ;  but  its  peculiarity  consists 
in  converting  the  separation  into  full  divorce  after  a  term  of 
years.  There  must  be  a  limit  of  time  after  which  the  party 
sinned  against  in  the  first  instance  shall  decide  whether  he  or 
she  will  receive  back  the  other,  or  shall  put  it  into  the  other's 
power  to  marry  some  other  person.  The  law,  although  it  runs 
athwart  of  the  Catholic  doctrine  of  the  indissolubility  of  mar- 
riage, yet  does  no  hurt  to  tender  Catholic  consciences.  For 
the  divorce  on  petition  of  the  original  defendant — who  might 
be  a  Protestant  or  ;of  no  |religion — while  it  allows  the  other 
party  to  marry,  does  not  force  him  or  her  to  swerve  from  the 
strictest  principles  of  his  religion.    It  only  says  that  he  shall 
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not  by  his  bitternesB  of  spirit  put  an  obstacle  in  the  way  both 
of  reconciliation  and  of  the  other  party's  remarriage,  except 
in  the  case  of  his  wife's  adultery,  when  his  refusal  to  take  her 
back  can  make  the  separation  perpetual.  The  guilty  woman 
might  thus  be  placed  on  worse  ground  by  this  process  of  sepa- 
ration than  by  divorce,  for  the  law  lays  no  impediment  in  the 
way  of  her  remarriage  after  divorce  when  her  time  of  impris- 
onment IB  served  out,  except  that  of  marrying  the  partner  of 
her  crime.  In  the  draft  of  the  chapter  on  the  effects  of  divorce 
submitted  to  the  Council  of  State,  it  was  provided  that  the 
adnlterons  woman  could  never  marry  again,  but  on  the  remark 
of  Mr.  Tronchet,  that  this  prohibition  would  have  a  dangerous 
influence  on  morals  by  furnishing  an  excuse  for  the  lewdness 
of  such  a  woman,  the  clause  was  struck  out. 

This  law  of  divorce  continued  in  force  until  the  fall  of 
Napoleon,  when  with  the  Bourbons  the  old  order  of  things 
was  restored.  It  was  natural  or  rather  necessary  that  an 
attempt  should  now  be  made  to  alter  the  law  by  abolishing 
divorce  altogether.  Of  this  important  change  the  excellent 
historian  of  the  restoration,  Louis  de  Yiel-Castel,  thus  speaks: 
(Hist,  de  la  Restauration,  lY.  486).  ^^  The  only  proposition 
which  did  not  meet  with  serious  opposition  was  that  which 
had  for  its  aim  the  abolition  of  divorce.  On  this  point  the 
Assembly  was  unanimous,  and  it  represented,  if  not  the  una- 
nimity, at  least  the  general  sentiment  of  France.  M.  Trinque- 
lague,  the  organ  of  the  committee  to  which  the  examina- 
tion of  the  question  had  been  referred,  developed,  in  a  care- 
ftilly  written  report,  ideas  similar  to  those  set  forth  by  M. 
Bonald.  He  showed  that  the  proposition  made  no  attack  on 
the  religions  liberty  of  the  Protestants,  since,  if  their  religion 
permitted,  it  did  not  prescribe  divorce.  He  indicated  the 
arrangements  to  be  made  in  order  to  remedy  by  legal  separa- 
tion some  of  the  inconveniences  which  the  authors  of  the 
Code  Civil  thought  they  saw  in  the  indissolubility  of  marriage, 
and  thus  to  determine  in  case  of  separation  the  condition  of 
wives  and  children.  The  project  of  a  resolution,  voted  with- 
out being  opposed,  was  sent  to  the  Chamber  of  Peers.  Two 
bishops  spoke  there  in  its  support.  Another  member,  although 
be  adhered  to  its  principle  and  made  no  formal  amendment, 
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asked  whether  divorce  coald  not  be  allowed  to  non-catholics  for 
determinate  causes,  but  that  idea  was  set  aside,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted  by  one  hundred  and  thirteen  votes  against 
eight.  Transmitted  then  to  the  government,  and  by  it  re- 
duced to  the  project  of  a  law,  it  was  definitively  sanctioned  by 
the  two  chambers.  The  majority  in  tha  Chambers  of  Depu- 
ties was  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  against  eleven.  In  the 
hurry  of  accomplishing  what  was  regarded  as  a  work  of  moral 
separation,  time  enough  was  not  taken  for  regulating  all  the 
difficulties  to  which  separation  substituted  for  divorce  would 
give  rise." 

In  1830  an  attempt  was  made  without  success  to  alter  the 
law  of  divorce.  Of  this  A.  L.  Von  Bochau  thus  writes : 
(Gesch.  Frankreichs  von  1814  bis  1852, 1.  329).  "  Some  other 
projects  of  laws,  accepted  in  the  Chambers  of  Deputies,  met  in 
the  Chambers  of  Peers  with  unexpected  opposition.  The 
first  of  these  propositions  aimed  at  the  reintroduction  of 
divorce,  which,  under  the  Restoration,  in  mockery  of  sound 
reason  and  sound  morals,  had  been  unconditionally  prohibited 
in  the  name  of  the  interests  of  Christianity,  the  demoralizing 
separation  from  bed  and  board  being  put  into  its  place,  which 
leaves  behind  only  the  name  of  marriage,  or  rather  a  bald 
lie."  We  are  not  aware  of  any  new  attempt  to  alter  the  law 
since  the  discussions  on  this  project,  which  were  protracted 
through  several  years,  and  ended  in  the  retention — the  final 
retention,  says  our  author  writing  in  1858— of  the  prohibition 
of  divorce. 

We  close  the  present  Article  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
historj'  of  divorce  in  England. 

In  the  times  when  England  was  under  the  Roman  Church, 
the  ecclesiastical  courts  had  cognizance  of  marriage  and  its 
dissolution.  No  separations  except  a  raensa  et  thoro  were 
known.  The  same  rules  in  regard  to  annulment  of  marriage 
prevailed,  which  are  still  in  force  in  the  Catholic  countries. 
The  rupture  of  Henry  VIII.  with  Rome,  and  the  subsequent 
progress  of  the  Reformation,  made  no  change  in  the  law  of  mar- 
riage and  in  the  courts  to  which  its  execution  was  confided. 
Catharine  of  Aragon  was  set  aside  by  sentence  of  an  eccle- 
siastical court,  because  her  relation  of  sister-in-law  to  the  king 
was  claimed  to  have  rendered  their  marriage  null  ah  initio' 
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Annepf  Cleves  was  put  away  after  betrothal,  but  without  con- 
sammation  of  marriage  as  it  is  alleged,  on  the  ground  of  pre- 
contract. Anne  Boleyn  and  Catharine  Howard  were  executed 
for  treason,  the  treason  consisting  in  adultery,  which  dishonor- 
ed the  king^B  person  and  injured  the  succession.  About  the 
same  time,  the  sister  of  Henry  VIH.,  Margaret  of  Scotland, 
got  from  Some  a  separation  from  her  second  husband,  the 
Earl  of  Angus,  on  the  pretext  of  a  precontract  between  him 
and  another  lady. 

There  came  in,  however,  with  the  Reformation  and  with  the 
denial  of  the  sacramental  character  of  marriage,  an  opinion  that 
it  was  right  in  cases  of  adultery  for  the  innocent  party  to 
marry  again.  In  1548,  Queen  Catharine  Parr's  brother,*  the 
Marquis  of  Northampton,  wished  to  contract  a  second  mar- 
riage after  the  decision  of  the  ecclesiastical  court  separating 
him  from  his  first  wife,  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  on 
account  of  her  elopement  or  adultery;  and  a  commission  was 
issued  to  Cranmer  and  others  to  inquire  into  the  conformity  of 
such  a  step  with  the  Scriptures.  Cranmer,  having  largely  ex- 
amined the  matter,  was  inclined  to  allow  remarriage  in  such  a 
case  to  an  innocent  party.  A  few  years  after,  in  1552,  the 
reformatio  legum^  drawn  up  principally  by  Cranmer  and 
approved  by  a  commission  of  divines  and  lawyers,  proposed  re- 
marriage in  such  cases,  but  did  not  have  the  sanction  of  law, 
perhaps  because  the  Catholic  reaction  came  on  the  next  year 
with  the  accession  of  Mary.  The  Puritans  in  the  church 
would  have  favored,  this  change  in  the  laws  both  then  and 
afterwards.  Meanwhile,  Northampton,  having  actually  taken 
a  second  wife,  was  at  first  parted  from  her,  then  was  allowed  by 
sentence  of  a  court  to  live  with  her,  and  finally  had  his  union 
l^alized  by  act  of  Parliament.  From  this  time  on,  we  believe, 
the  received  doctrine  was  that  a  sentence  of  an  ecclesiastical 
court  could  only  separate  from  bed  and  board,  and  that  a 
special  act  of  Parliament  was  needed  to  authorize  remarriage. 

But  tor  a  number  of  years,  although  remarriage  after  divorce 

*  Baniefs  History  of  the  Reformation  (VoL  II.  p.  56  of  the  2d  folio  edition) 
gives  a  history  of  that  affair,  and  an  abstract  of  Cranmer^s  invcstigatioDB  into 
the  opinions  of  the  fathers.  A  number  of  questions  were  put  to  learned  men, 
sod  their  answer  is  given  in  the  collections.  No.  20,  in  the  same  volume. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


40  Divorce,  [Jan., 

was  null  and  void,  so  that  the  issue  would  not  be  legitimate, 
no  civil  penalties  were  attached  to  it,  and  it  was  punishable 
only  by  ecclesiastical  censures.  AccorditJgly,  many  without 
scruple  married  again  after  obtaining  divorce  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  In  the  first  year  of  James  a  statute  made  remarry- 
ing, while  a  former  husband  or  wife  was  living,  a  felony,  and 
yet  a  provision  of  this  act  declared  that  it  was  not  to  extend 
to  any,  who,  at  the  time  of  such  remarriage,  had  been  or  should 
be  divorced  by  sentence  of  an  ecclesiastical  court.  At  the 
same  time  several  canons  touching  this  matter  were  enacted  by 
royal  authority,  one  of  which  provided  that  no  persons  sepa- 
rated a  thoro  et  mensa  should,  during  each  other's  life,  con- 
tract matrimony  with  other  persons,  and  that  the  parties  re- 
quiring the  sentence  of  divorce  should  give  sufficient  caution 
and  security  into  the  court  that  they  would  not  transgress  this 
restraint.  Another  canon  required  the  judge  who  should 
grant  divorce,  without  observing  these  rules,  to  be  suspended 
for  one  year  by  the  Archbishop  or  Bishop,  and  declared  his 
sentence  utterly  void.* 

A  very  remarkable  case  of  remarriage,  in  defiance  of  these 
laws,  occurred  in  1605,  between  Penelope  Devereux,  Lady 
Kich,  and  the  Earl  of  Devonshire,  before  known  as  Lord  Mont- 
joy.  She  had  had  an  adulterous  connection  with  Montjoy  and 
had  borne  him  several  children  while  the  lawful  wife  of  Lord 
Kich.  Then,  by  an  amicable  tirrangement  between  the  parties, 
an  ecclesiastical  court  separated  her  from  her  husband,  and  she 
immediately  married  her  paramour.  William  Laud,  then  the 
Earl's  chaplain,  solemnized  the  marriage.  Laud  must  have 
done  this  against  his  own  convictions  of  duty,  and  he  kept  the 
day  as  a  time  of  fasting  afterward. 

The  special  acts  of  Parliament  enabling  a  party  to  marry 
agAin,  while  a  former  husband  or  wife  was  living,  were  gen- 
erally preceded  by  the  decree  of  an  ecclesiastical  court,  but 
this  was  not  always  the  case.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  without 
any  such  prejudgment  in  Doctors'  Commons,  was,  in  1700,  by 

•  See  "  The  Romance  of  the  Peerage  "  by  Prof.  Craik,  Vol,  I.  Appendix,  which 
rectifies  several  mistakes  on  this  matter,  and  from  which  we  have  drawn  freely* 
For  the  case  of  Lady  lUch  and  the  Earl  of  Deyonshire,  see  the  same  work. 
Vol.  I,  278.    The  same  work  notices  the  absurd  plea  made  for  Land  by  Heylyn. 
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act  of  Parliament,  after  evidence  had  been  Bnbmitted,  released 
fix)m  all  connection  with  his  wife,  having  vainly  endeavored  to 
effect  the  same  thing  eight  years  before,  when  his  case  seems 
to  have  been  made  a  party  question.  This  adulterous  wife, 
after  the  dissolution  of  marriage,  was  married  to  her  paramour. 
There  had  been  but  one  act  before  this  enabling  an  innocent 
husband  to  marry  again.  The  case  was  that  of  Lord  Ross  or 
Eoos,  afterward  Earl  and  Duke  of  Rutland.  Here  the  sen- 
tence of  the  ecclesiastical  court  had  preceded  the  divorce 
by  act,  the  proceedings  on  which,  begun  in  1666,  were  not  de- 
spatched until  four  years  afterward.  Bishop  Cosins  seems  to 
have  aided  the  passage  of  this  act  by  several  speeches  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  substance  of  which  is  given  in  the  State 
Trials.* 

It  may  be  added  that  the  House  of  Lords,  in  trials  before  it, 
has  not  necessarily  respected  the  decisions  of  the  ecclesiastical 
court.  Li  the  noted  trial  of  the  Duchess  of  Kingston  for 
bigamy  in  1770,  she  was  found  guilty,  although  an  ecclesiastical 
court  years  before  in  a  process  of  jactitation  of  marriage  had 
restrained  Augustus  John  Hervey  (afterwards  Earl  of  Bristol) 
from  giving  himself  out  as  her  husband. 

The  Parliament  was  sometimes  called  on  merely  to  declare 
children  bom  of  an  adulteress  illegitimate,t  but  far  more 
frequently  to  dissolve  marriage  on  account  of  a  decision  in  the 
court ;  until  1857,  when  the  law  was  remodeled  and  the  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  divorce  was  changed.  The  law  is  quoted  as 
20  and  21  Yict.,'Cap.  85,  and  was  amended,  but  not  essen- 
tially, in  1858  and  1860  (21  and  22  Vict.,  Cap.  108,  and  28 
and  24  Vict.,  Cap.  144).  We  have  these  laws  before  us,  and 
their  leading  provisions  in  regard  to  divorce  are  as  follows : 

1.  All  jurisdiction  of  ecclesiastical  courts  in  regard  to  mat- 
ters matrimonial  is  henceforth  to  cease,  except  so  far  as  relates 


*  Vol  XIIL,  pp.  1,882-1,88S,  where  the  proceediogs  in  the  Doke  of  Norfolk's 
ease  are  g;iyeo  on  his  last  nttempt  to  get  an  act  for  his  divorce.  The  proceed- 
ings in  1692  are  found  in  Vol.  XIL 

f  A  case  of  an  early  date,  where  the  injured  husband  only  asked  this,  is  men- 
tioned in  State  Trials,  XIII.,  1,848.  Also  Lord  Ross  got  snch  an  act,  before  he 
obtained  the  other  diasoWing  his  marriage.    IHd. 
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to  marriage  licenses,  and  a  new  court  is  created,  consisting  of 
the  Lord  Ohancellor,  the  Chief  Judge,  and  Senior  Puisne 
Judge  of  the  three  Common  Law  Courts,  and  the  Judge  of 
her  Majesty's  Court  of  Probate.  Three  or  more  of  these 
judges,  of  whom  the  Probate  Judge  is  to  be  one,  shall  hear 
and  determine  all  petitions  for  the  dissolution  of  marriage, 
and  applications  for  new  trials  of  questions  or  issues  before  a 
jury.  This  court  is  to  be  called  the  court  for  divorcee  and  mat- 
rimonial causes.     . 

2.  A  sentence  of  judicial  separation,  superseding  but  equiv* 
alent  to  the  former  divorce,  a  mensa  et  thoro^  may  be  obtained 
by  husband  or  wife  on  the  ground  of  adultery,  or  cruelty,  or 
desertion  without  cause,  for  two  years  and  upwards.  Then 
follow  provisions  in  regard  to  the  way  of  obtaining  such  a 
sentence ;  to  the  court,  its  rules  and  principles,  which  are  to 
conform  to  those  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts;  to  the  alimony  of 
the  wife,  and  her  status  during  separation  ;  to  the  reversal  of 
a  sentence  obtained  during  the  absence  of  the  other  party,  etc. 

3.  Dissolution  of  marriage  may  be  obtained  by  the  husband 
for  the  adultery  of  his  wife,  and  by  the  wife  not  for  simple 
adultery,  but  for  "  incestuous  adultery,  bigamy  with  adultery, 
rape,  sodomy  or  bestiality,  or  for  adultery  coupled  with  such 
cruelty  as  without  adultery  would  have  entitled  the  wife  to  a 
divorce  a  mensa  et  thoro^  or  for  adultery  coupled  with  deser- 
tion without  reasonable  excuse  for  two  years  and  upwards."* 
The  case  is  to  come  before  the  court  on  petition  of  the  inno- 
cent party,  with  statement  of  facts;  the  alleged  adulterer  is  to 
be  a  CO  respondent  to  the  petition,  if  presented  by  the  husband, 
and  the  alleged  partaker  of  the  husband's  crime  is  to  be  made 
a  respondent  to  the  petition,  if  presented  by  the  wife,  unless  in 
such  case  the  court  order  otherwise.  If  the  facts  are  contested 
either  party  may  have  a  right  to  a  jury-trial. 

4.  The  court  being  satisfied  of  the  facts,  that  there  has  been 
no  condonation,  collusion,  or  connivance  at  the  crime  on  the 

*  Incestaooi  adultery  is  defined  io  the  act  to  mean  *'  adultery  with  a  woman 
with  whom,  if  his  wife  were  dead,  the  husband  could  not  lawfully  contract  mar- 
riage, by  reason  of  her  being  within  the  prohibited  degrees  of  consanguinity  or 
affinity.**  Bigamy  is  marriage  to  any  other  person  during  the  life  of  the  former 
husband  or  wife,  whenever  that  marriage  shall  have  taken  place. 
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part  of  the  petitioner,  and  no  collusion  with  a  respondent, 
shall  decree  a  dissolntion  of  the  marriage.  But  the  court  shall 
be  under  no  obligation  to  pronounce  such  a  decree,  if  it  finds 
that  the  petitioner  himself  or  herself  has  been  guilty  of  adul- 
tery dnring  the  marriage,  or  of  nnreasonable  delay  in  present- 
ing the  petition,  or  of  cruelty,  or  of  desertion  before  the  adul- 
tery, or  of  misconduct  conducing  to  such  crime. 

5.  Appeal  may  be  made  from  the  Judge  Ordinary  to  a  full 
court,  and  from  such  court  to  the  House  of  Lords,  each  within 
three  months,  nnless  the  recess  of  the  house  make  a  short  ex- 
tension of  the  term  for  the  final  appeal  necessary.  When  no 
appeal  is  made  within  the  prescribed  term,  or,  if  made,  effects 
no  change  in  the  original  decree,  the  parties  may  marry  again, 
that  is  the  innocent  and  the  adulterous  party  both  ;  but  no 
clei^man  of  the  Chnrch  of  England  and  Ireland  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  solemnize  the  marriage  of  persons  so  divorced. 

6.  Several  other  provisions  of  the  act  are  worthy  of  men- 
tion. "We  have  room  only  for  the  following :  The  old  action 
of  a  hnsband  for  criminal  conversation  is  declared  to  be  no 
longer  maintainable,  but  the  husband  may  claim  damages  from 
the  all^^d  adulterer,  and  the  damages  recovered  by  verdict  of 
a  jury,  or  a  part  of  them,  may  be  applied  by  the  court  for  the 
benefit  of  the  children  of  the  marriage,  or  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  wife.  When  such  an  adulterer  shall  have  been  made  a 
co-respondent,  and  the  guilt  shall  have  been  established,  the 
court  may  make  him  pay  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  costs. 
When  the  wife  is  the  guilty  party  and  is  entitled  to  property  in 
possession  or  in  reversion,  thepourt,  at  its  discretion,  may  settle 
such  property  or  any  part  of  it  on  the  innocent  party  or  on  the 
children  of  the  marriage. 

This  law,  it  will  be  observed,  grants  separation  tor  a  small 
number  of  specific  acts,  and  dissolution  of  marriage  for  all 
adultery  of  the  wife,  but  only  for  adultery  attended  with  aggra- 
vating circumstances  on  the  part  of  the  husband.  In  cases  of 
separation  it  allows  the  possibility  of  renewed  cohabitation 
by  mutual  agreement,  although  of  this  nothing,  we  believe,  is 
said.  In  cases  of  dissolution  of  marriage  it  allows  both  par* 
ties  to  marry  again  at  once,  and  the  guilty  one  to  marry  his  or 
her  paramour,  putting  a  premium  thus  on  adultery,  unless  the 
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injured  party  is  determined  not  to  sue  for  a  divorce.  In  allow- 
ing the  court  to  settle  a  guilty  wife's  property  on  her  husband 
or  children,  it  approaches  a  principle  of  the  Eoman  law  con- 
cerning dower.  But  it  falls  below  the  Roman  law  in  making 
adultery  no  civil  crime,  bui  only  a  private  injury.  It  respects 
the  consciences  of  clergymen  in  not  requiring  them  to  solem- 
nize marriages  regarded  by  them  as  unlawful.  On  the  whole, 
with  serious  defects,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  an  excellent  law  ;  it 
does  honor  to  the  Christian  country  where  it  is  in  force,  and 
It  is  certainly  a  great  improvement  on  the  former  mode  of 
regulating  divorce  in  England.  May  the  door  never  open 
wider  in  England  for  the  more  censurable  kinds  of  divorce, 
nor  the  sanctities  of  domestic  life  lose  that  reverence,  which 
they  now  possess  I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1S68.]  Th$  National  Debt  45 


Article  III.— THE  NATIONAL  DEBT. 

DuBiNG  the  French  retreat  from  Moscow,  vast  quantities  of 
artillery  and  stores  were  left  on  the  road,  owing  to  the  inabil- 
ity of  the  horses  to  draw  them.  The  want  of  physical  vigor, 
the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  unreasonable  amount  of 
material  to  be  transported,  furnished  surely  very  plausible 
grounds  for  its  abandonment  and  repudiation. 

But  when  the  Russian  pursuers  came  along  they  found  many 
of  these  horses  perfectly  available  for  their  purposes.  Th&jf 
had  not  been  properly  shod  /  The  smooth  iron  on  their  feet 
would  not  allow  them  to  stand  upright,  much  less  to  carry 
weight  or  draw  burdens.  The  simple  process  of  rough-shoe- 
ing at  once  restored  to  them  all  their  powers.  And  it  is  on 
record  that  these  very  animals,  but  just  repudiated  by  the 
fugitives,  were  employed  a  few  hours  later  in  vigorous  attacks 
on  their  former  owners. 

In  a  not  altogether  dissimilar  manner  have  the  people  of 
the  United  States  been  staggering  under  a  financial  burden, 
apparently  so  oppressive  as  to  lead  to  the  belief  in  many  minds, 
and  to  the  clamorous  assertions  of  many  tongues  and  pens,  that 
it  is  more  than  we  can  bear.  Some  are  confident  that  the  con- 
tinned  increase  of  interest  payable  in  gold  will  bankrupt 
the  treasury;  some  inveigh  against  the  amount  of  taxation; 
others,  with  more  reason,  against  the  mode  of  its  assessment 
and  collection ;  and  all  are  agreed  that  from  some  cause  or 
other  the  wheels  of  industry  are  clogged,  and  that  there  is  really 
some  danger  of  a  stoppage.  To  comparatively  few  does  it 
seem  to  have  occurred  that  the  difficulty  may  lie  n(;t  so  much 
in  the  burdens  themselves  as  in  the  financial  system  which 
paralyzes  the  vigor  and  neutralizes  the  efforts  of  the  people  on 
whom  they  are  laid. 

The  remedies  proposed  are  as  various  as  the  conceptions 
of  the  disease.  But  with  all  their  variety  they  resolve  them- 
selves into  three  classes :  changes  of  taxation,  changes  of 
currency  and  financial  system,  and  partial  repudiation.    To 
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ascertain  which  of  these  will  prove  available  and  eflBicient, 
we  must  first  learn  tlie  cause  of  the  diflBicnlty.  If  honesty 
should  prove  to  be  the  best  policy,  it  would  surely  be  a  mis- 
take to  be  dishonest.  If  our  resources  are  substantially  un- 
impaired, and  our  financial  ability  undiminished,  would  it 
not  be  better  to  avail  ourselves  of  them  than  to  destroy  them 
by  repudiation  ? 

Before  the  rebellion,  the  paper  currency  of  the  country  was 
furnished  by  State  banks,  and  though  imperfect  and  unequal 
in  quality,  was,  on  the  whole,  maintained  on  a  par  with  specie. 
During  the  first  year  of  the  war  the  contraction  of  business, 
the  general  practice  of  economy,  the  unusual  export  of  bread- 
stufis,  the  large  profits  on  cotton  and  other  merchandise,  pro- 
duced an  accumulation  of  money  at  the  North,  which,  for  a 
time,  enabled  our  banks  to  sustain  the  extraordinary  drain  of 
the  government.  In  the  first  loan  which  Mr.  Chase  attempted 
to  negotiate,  he  characteristically  refused  the  greater  part 
of  what  was  offered  him ;  and  to  this  determination  to  dictate 
his  own  terms  to  lenders,  in  spite  of  political  economy,  may  be 
attributed  a  very  large  part  of  the  financial  mischief  wrought 
during  the  war,  and  of  which  we  are  still  far  from  seeing  the 
termination.  Fortunately  for  the  country,  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  came  to  his  aid,  and  the  first  great  loan  of  about 
$150,000,000  was  furnished  by  the  State  banks  at  about  7fV 
per  cent,  interest.  But,  in  the  meantime,  the  treasury  had 
issued  above  $50,000,000  of  demand  notes,  and  the  necessity 
of  meeting  these,  combined  with  unfavorable  political  events, 
compelled  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payment. 

Specie  values,  however,  were  not  disturbed,  and  the  banks, 
having  still  an  ample  reserve  of  gold,  were  ready  to  under- 
take the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  on  the  simple  condi- 
tions that  the  government  should  issue  no  more  demand  notes, 
and  that  it  should  procure  needed  funds  by  the  sale  of  its 
bonds  in  the  open  market.  To  protect  the  government  from 
loss  they  were  also  prepared  to  deposit  ample  security  of  its 
own  bonds  for  all  the  use  it  might  make  of  their  currency, 
which  was  in  fact  the  established  currency  of  the  people.  But 
to  the  perverted  conceptions  of  Messrs.  Chase  and  Stevens, 
these  simple  and  common  sense  propositions  savored  of  ''  die* 
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tation  to  the   Qovernraent,"  and  they  were  rejected.    Tlie 
Dext  inevitable  step  was  the  legal  tender  act. 

Few  thonghtfal  men,  we  presume,  will  now  be  likely  to  dis- 
sent from  the  recent  utterance  of  Secretary  McCulloch  on  this 
subject,  and  yet  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  in  wiser 
hands  and  under  better  management,  l^al  tenders  might  have 
proved  a  brilliant  success.  The  country  urgently  needed  a 
national  cnrrency,  while  the  continuance  of  a  specie  currency, 
without  paper,  was  obviously  impossible.  Not  only  greenbacks, 
bat  the  notes  of  any  State  banks  employed  by  the  government, 
would  have  been  liable  to  rejection  by  the  disloyal,  and  the 
only  remedy  seemed  to  be  a  legal  tender  currency.  The 
banks  had  locked  up  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions  of  specie 
in  their  vaults,  and  its  place  in  the  circulation  of  the  country 
might  be  filled  with  greenbacks  without  serious  depreciation. 
This,  in  fact,  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  even  the  issue  of 
$150,000,000  did  little  more  than  stimulate  a  healthful  and 
necessary  business  activity. 

But  now  commenced  an  inexcusable  and  well  nigh  fatal  ex- 
periment. VLTnXyti^s^oovld  not  let  well  alone.  Elated,  doubt- 
less, by  his  victory  over  the  conservative  financial  element 
represented  by  the  State  banks,  and  eager  to  complete  his  tri- 
umph by  the  introduction  of  his  favorite  ^'  national "  system,  he 
plausibly  proposed  to  Congress  to  cUxuble  the  amount  of  legal 
tender  issues,  and  Congress  complied.  Some,  like  Mr.  Stevens, 
appear  to  have  been  deluded  by  the  ridiculous  argument  that  all 
redundancy  would  be  prevented  by  the  facility  of  funding,  or 
exchanging  greenbacks  for  bonds — as  if  the  man  who  had  to 
buy  a  barrel  of  flour  could  buy  a  bond  instead,  when  the 
price  of  flour  threatened  to  advance— or  as  if  the  merchant 
who  supplied  him  would  forego  his  trade  and  substitute  a  de- 
preciating bond  for  a  stock  of  constantly  advancing  mer- 
chandise! 

The  effect  was  immediate.  Oold  was  hoarded,  and  its  price 
advanced  with  great  rapidity — ^business  already  active  was 
turned  to  speculation — stock  jobbers  and  gamblers  made  rapid 
fortunes  and  spent  them  as  rapidly — but  the  5-20  bonds  con- 
tinued for  the  most  part  unsold,  and  the  State  banks  obsti- 
nately held  off  lirom  the  ^^  national "  organization.    Congress 
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authorized  the  Bale  of  bonds  (xt  their  market  vahie^  bat  Mr. 
Chase  was  equal  to  the  emergency  and  declared  that  he  ootdd 
not  obtain  the  market  value/  /  /  Evidently  he  did  not  under- 
stand the  market  value  to  be  what  they  would  bring^  as  any 
merchant  would  have  done.  The  result  was  a  vote  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  a  new  issue  of  $100,000,000  geeenbacks  to 
pay  the  soldiers.  During  all  this  time  not  a  single  public 
attempt  was  made  to  dispose  of  bonds,  though  an  advanta- 
geous sale  had  been  made  of  7-30  notes  in  this  way. 

At  length,  the  aspect  of  the  war  became  more  favorable, 
and  in  the  depreciated  state  of  the  currency,  the  5-20  bonds 
which  had  hitherto  been  virtually  below  par,  began  to  rise 
above  it.  The  result  was  a  very  rapid  completion  of  the  sub- 
scription, and  a  demand  sufficient  to  have  supplied  probably 
all  the  wants  of  the  government,  and  prepared  the  way  for  a 
permanent  financial  improvement.  But  Mr.  Chase's  evil 
genius  did  not  desert  him  at  this  crisis.  He  had  determined 
to  borrow  at  5  per  cent.,  and  to  ** dilute"  the  currency  if 
necessary,  till  he  could  do  so.  Now  came  in  another  potent 
invention  of  the  enemy,  which  has  so  recently  returned  to 
plague  its  inventors,  compound  interest  notesy  redeemable  in 
three  years,  available  at  once  as  investments  and  as  currency. 
This  influx  of  paper,  aided  by  the  new  issues  of  national 
banks,  and  almost  unredeemed  by  a  single  attempt  at  conser- 
vative action,  so  demoralized  the  public  credit,  as  to  create 
serious  apprehensions  of  absolute  bankruptcy.  At  this  point, 
however,  the  sagacity  of  Mr.  Lincoln,-  interpreting  the  feeling 
of  the  nation,  released  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  an 
office  in  which  his  resolute  energy,  high  integrity,  and  unques- 
tionable administrative  ability  might,  under  more  favorable 
circumstances,  have  earned  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of 
his  countrymen. 

Mr.  Chase  has  recently  endeavored  to  make  out  a  case  of 
still  greater  inflation  against  his  successors,  but  he  has  omitted 
two  important  items  of  the  comparison ;  first,  that  his  own 
course  had  so  weakened  the  public  credit  that  no  alternative 
was  left  them ;  and  secondly,  that  the  increase  of  national 
bank  currency  was  beyond  their  control.  On  the  whole,  the 
policy  of  the  treasury  since  then  has  been  conservative.     We 
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do  not  propose  to  follow  its  history  in  detail,  but  merely  to  in- 
quire what  steps  are  expedient  under  present  circnmstances. 

The  point  really  essential  to  bo  comprehended  appears  to  be 
this^  that  there  is  no  new  principle  of  finance  or  of  political 
economy  involved,  no  new  discovery  which  can  release  us  from 
the  penalties  of  war  and  extravagance,  no  royal  or  republican 
new  way  honestly  to  pay  old  debts.  Before  the  war,  the  an- 
nual production  of  the  country  was  estimated  at  $4,000,000,000 
gold  value.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  amount  has  in- 
creased, considering  the  great  destruction  of  capital  at  the 
South;  but  neither  need  we  suppose  it  greatly  diminished, 
considering  the  rapid  increase  of  population  and  industry  at 
the  North.  Supposing  the  whole  debt  funded  and  bearing  in- 
terest in  gold,  less  than  4  per  cent,  of  the  annual  income  of 
the  people  would  pay  the  interest.  It  can  hardly  be  argued 
that  a  nation  which  annually  squanders  much  larger  amounts 
on  the  merest  luxuries,  some  of  them  of  the  most  injurious 
character,  can  have  any  real  difficulty  in  providing  this  amount. 

A  great  outcry  has  been  raised  by  professed  political  econo- 
mists against  the  existing  system  of  taxation,  as  being  need- 
lessly diffuse  in  its  application,  burdensome  to  consumers,  and 
roinous  to  industry.  Their  complaints  are,  undoubtedly,  to  a 
certain  extent,  well  founded,  but  they  greatly  exaggerate  the 
results  they  attribnte  to  it.  The  whole  amount  of  revenue 
collected  is  not  10  per  cent,  of  the  annual  production,  and 
about  one-half  of  this  is  derived  from  duties  on  foreign  goods. 
Under  the  present  system  the  rich  are  made  to  contribute 
liberally,  while,  on  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life,  the  taxa- 
tion is  insignificant. 

If,  indeed,  we  could  be  certain  that  the  public  debt  consti- 
tutes such  a  mortgage  on  the  national  wealth  that  it  cannot  be 
paid,  and  that  the  mere  burden  of  annual  interest  must  keep 
our  industry  and  commerce  in  their  present  depressed  state,  and 
finally  impoverish  the  country,  we  should  doubtless  have  the 
same  right  to  stop  payment,  to  demand  an  extension  from  our 
creditors,  or  to  compromise  by  partial  repudiation,  which  is 
conceded  to  private  debtors.  This  has  been  done  heretofore 
by  Russia  and  Austria,  without  any  stigma  upon  their  nation- 
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al  honor  or  distrust  of  their  good  faith.    Shall  it  be  done 
by  us  t 

There  may  be  some  among  us  who  really  believe  that  to 
this  conclusion  we  must  sooner  or  later  come,  but  even  they 
must  admit  that  to  adopt  it  now  would  be  not  Gike  Austria 
and  Bussia)  to  yield  to  the  invincible  logic  of  necessity,  but 
only  to  anticipate  what  we  might  be  unable  to  avoid  here- 
after. So  long  as  we  continue  to  show  a  hundred  millions  of 
gold  in  the  treasury,  we  cannot  plead  absolute  inability  to 
pay,  and  if  we  stop  payment,  the  burden  of  proof  of  neces- 
sity must  fall  upon  us. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  prima  facie  case  for  the  repudiation 
of  any  part  of  our  national  liabilities.  But  a  portion  of  our 
5-20  bonds,  having  been  issued  more  than  five  years,  are  now 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government,  and  the  con- 
tract on  their  face  does  not  state  them  to  be  payable  in  coin. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  legal  tender  notes  are  receivable  "  for 
all  debts,  public  and  private,  except  duties  on  imports."  The 
same  power  which  has  created  four  hundred  millions  of  these 
can  of  course  create  two  thousand  millions  more.  Why  not, 
then,  argues  Mr.  Pendleton,  issue  this  amount  and  pay  off  the 
obligations  of  the  United  States  as  they  mature  I  The  bond- 
holders, it  is  true,  would  be  ruined,  but  strict  legal  faith  would 
be  kept  with  them,  and  to  what  more  are  they  entitled  f  On 
the  other  hand,  the  nation  at  large,  relieved  from  the  chief 
pressure  of  taxation,  would  at  once  resume  its  upward  pro- 
gress and  regain  more  than  its  former  prosperity. 

Of  course  it  is  easy  to  see  that  such  a  step  would  be  for 
the  time  equivalent  to  repudiation,  and  would  prove  ruinous 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  country.  The  burden  now  sustained 
by  the  whole  mass  of  our  national  wealth  and  credit  would  at 
once  be  thrown  upon  a  comparatively  small  number  of  bond- 
holders, many  of  whom  would  be  utterly  impoverished.  The 
bonds  which  had  not  matured  would  be  flung  upon  the  market, 
and,  for  a  time,  the  whole  mass  of  capital  invested  in  national 
securities  would  be  practically  annihilated.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  the  panic  and  ruin  which  would  ensue. 

General  Butler's  modification  of  this  wild  propK)sition  is  less 
dangerous,  and  therefore  more  plausible,  but  it  stands  on  pre- 
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daely  the  same  basis,  and  is  not  one  whit  more  defensible  than 
the  other,  except  on  the  groand  of  expediency.  He  proposes 
not  to  increase  the  existing  issne  of  greenbacks,  but  to  borrow 
them  by  making  a  fresh  loan,  payable,  principle  and  interest, 
in  currency,  and  with  the  proceeds  to  extinguish  the  old  loans 
of  the  gold-bearing  five-twenties  as  fast  as  they  attain  the  term 
of  five  years. 

We  do  not  propose  to  contest  the  legal  argument  of  General 
Butler  and  his  abettors.  We  are  ready  to  concede  that  by  the 
strict  literal  interpretation  of  the  law  (the  letter  which  killeth, 
not  the  spirit  which  giveth  life)  holders  of  these  bonds  would 
have  no  remedy,  even  if  the  Government  should  create,  instead 
of  borrowing,  legal  tender  notes  for  their  redemption.  But  we 
by  no  means  admit  that  the  honor,  policy,  and  good  faith  of  a 
nation  can  for  a  moment  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  l^al  quibbles, 
such  as  have  too  often  defrauded  honest  men  of  their  just 
claims,  and  enabled  guilty  criminals  to  escape  deserved  punish- 
ment We  oppose  this  and  every  similar  scheme  on  the  fol- 
lowing grounds  of  n^anifest  equity  and  expediency: — 

1.  The  evident  intention  of  the  Government,  from  the  out- 
set, was  to  use  tlie  legal  tender  notes  as  a  temporary  expedient, 
and  to  pay  principal  and  interest  of  all  permanent  loans  in 
coin.  This  is  proved  by  the  well  known  and  often  quoted  ut- 
terances of  leading  members  of  Congress,  and  of  successive 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  not  one  of  which  was  controverted 
or  even  called  in  question  at  the  time.  The  fact  that  legal 
tenders  were  not  made  receivable  for  interest  on  bonds,  while 
nothing  was  said  of  the  principal,  proves  to  General  Butler 
that  they  were  applicable  to  the  latter ;  but  to  us  it  proves  the 
exact  contrary,  that  the  Government  meant  to  bind  itself  to  the 
payment  of  interest  in  coin  until  it  should  be  able  to  redeem 
the  principal  in  the  same  manner,  for  interest  and  principal 
belong  in  one  category  of  values.  The  truth,  doubtless,  was 
that  nobody  then  expected  the  suspension  of  specie  payment  to 
be  permanent. 

2.  To  pay  off  bonds  in  legal  tenders  wonld  be  a  violation  of 
the  well  known  maxim  that  no  man  may  justly  profit  by  his 
own  wrong.  The  legal  tender  notes,  like  bank  notes,  were 
issued  indeed  as  currency,  but  with  the  declared  purpose  of 
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speedy  redemption.  Every  one  of  them  contains  a  distinct 
promise  to  pay ^  generally  at  the  New  York  Subtreasnry.  Not 
one  of  them  has  been  so  paid,  bat  the  contract  and  the  obliga- 
tion remain  in  full  force.  The  bond  and  the  note  alike  pro- 
mise to  pay  dollars,  and  the  only  dollar  known  to  our  laws  is 
the  dollar  in  gold  coin.  The  note,  indeed,  is  a  legal  tender 
for  debts,  bnt  it  is  nowhere  called  a  dollar  itself.  Now  the 
bond  promises  to  pay  dUMars^  not  depreciated  promises  of  dol- 
lars. It  was  the  duty  of  the  Gtovemment,  in  providing  a  legal 
tender,  to  protect  creditors  by  keeping  it  substantially  at  par 
with  coin.  Its  failure  to  do  so  was  a  grievous  wrong,  excusa- 
ble only  by  the  ignorance  and  incompetency  of  its  officials. 
For  private  creditors  and  past  losses  there  is,  of  course,  no 
remedy ;  but  for  a  Oovernment  to  take  advantage  of  the  re- 
sults of  its  own  mismanagement  to  defraud  its  own  creditors, 
would  be  monstrous  indeed  I 

General  Butler  has  ventured  to  argue  that  such  treatment  is 
good  enough  for  ^^capitalists"  who  purchased  the  bonds  at  40, 
60,  or  60  cents  on  the  dollar.  But  this  representation  is  purely 
fictitious.  The  great  mass  of  our  bonds  were  issued  to  Ameri- 
can citizens,  who  paid  for  them,  in  some  cases,  in  a  currency 
almost  equal  to  gold,  and  held  them  till  their  gold  value  was 
diminished  one-half  or  more.  It  was  not  till  they  became  more 
valuable  that  they  were  purchased  to  any  extent  in  Europe, 
and  the  prices  paid  there  must  of  necessity  correspond  to  their 
value  here,  measured  by  coin.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  loss  to  the  Government,  it  was  a  loss  caused  by  its  own 
mismanagement  of  its  currency,  and  it  has  no  right  now  to 
profit  by  its  own  wrong.  We  may  add  that  no  nation  under 
heaven  could  have  borrowed  and  expended  such  vast  sums 
in  so  short  a  time,  except  at  a  heavy  discount  or  a  high  rate 
of  interest. 

8.  The  first  attempt  to  effect  a  currency  loan  for  the  purpose 
proposed  by  General  Butler  would,  we  are  confident,  demon- 
strate its  futility.  If  we  are  to  return  speedily  to  specie  pay- 
ments there  is  no  motive  for  such  a  loan.  If  not,  such  a  loan 
can  have  no  definite  value,  and  would  only  be  taken  on  the 
most  unikvorable  terms.  The  latter  would,  of  course,  be  the 
natural  interpretation ;  lenders  would  anticipate  further  steps 
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in  the  Bame  direction,  and  ultimately  more  issnes  of  irredeem- 
able paper,  and  an  indefinite  poetponement  of  specie  payments. 
The  loan  wonid  either  be  declined  altogether,  or  taken  at  such 
rates  as  would  even  aggravate  existing  hardens. 

4.  As  oDe  legal  quibble  may  fairly  be  met  by  another,  we 
may  notice  that  the  first  issne  of  legal  tenders  was  made  ex- 
diangedble  atpa/rfor  jhs-twenty  hofids,  with  interest  payable 
in  coin.  As  these  were  the  only  greenbacks  in  existence  when 
the  first  five-twenty  loan  was  issued,  it  is  evident  that  in  equity 
at  least,  the  holders  of  the  latter  (tlie  only  ones  that  are  as  yet  re- 
deemable) may  fairly  claim  in  payment  greenbacks  of  the  first 
issue,  and  may  then  proceed  to  demand  new  five-twenty  bonds 
with  interest  payable  in  coin,  to  the  same  amount.  In  other 
words,  the  bonds  would  be  renewed  at  the  same  rate  of  interest 
for  five  years  to  come.  Honesty  is  emphatically  the  best 
policy. 

We  have  left  ourselves  but  little  space  to  discuss  the  true 
remedy,  suggested  in  our  opening  illustration ;  all  we  want  is 
to  give  our  industry  eflScient  tools.  Otir  currency  must  be  re- 
stored to  a  specie  basis.  At  present  we  have  a  mass  of  some 
$400,000,000  of  government  debt,  and  $800,000,000  of  bank 
debt,  available  solely  for  one  purpose,  viz.,  to  eifect  money 
payments.  This  is  more  than  double  what  was  required  for 
this  purpose  on  a  specie  basis,  and  there  is  no  proof  that  more 
currency  is  needed  now  than  then.  As  a  consequence  prices 
are  in  general  about  double  what  they  were,  except  where  un- 
naturally depressed ;  speculation  is  universal,  and  legitimate 
business  is  paralyzed.  A  large  part  of  the  capital,  originally 
represented  by  all  this  paper,  has  doubtless  been  hopelessly 
sunk  in  nnprofitable  undertakings.  Gold,  being  deprived  of  its 
legitimate  function  as  a  basis  of  currency,  is  unnaturally  depre- 
ciated, and  thus  aggravates  our  difKculties  by  enabling  foreign 
merchandise  to  compete  too  favorably  with  our  own  manufac- 
tures, even  though  protected  by  an  exorbitant  tariff.  The  ex- 
cessive volume  of  currency  enables  speculators  to  hold  large 
quantities  of  goods  out  of  the  market,  while  its  incessant  fluc- 
taations  in  value  encourage  many  to  neglect  productive  labor 
and  seek  their  fortunes  in  every  species  of  speculation. 

There  is  but  one  remedy,  unpleasant,  but  preferable  to  finan- 
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cial  disorganization  and  ruin,  as  a  bitter  medicine  is  preferable 
to  disease  and  death.  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Walker  may 
scheme  to  resume  specie  payments  without  pressure  by  a  mere 
accumulation  of  gold,  but  the  first  day  of  such  resumption 
would  either  bankrupt  the  Treasury,  or  so  curtail  the  existing 
currency  as  to  create  a  fearful  financial  crisis.  The  gold  paid 
out  would  not  circulate  at  home — it  must  go  abroad.  Even  if 
the  Government  continued  to  pay,  the  banks  would  stop,  for 
they  could  not  command  sufficient  reserves  to  meet  the  drafts 
upon  them.  The  return  to  specie  payments  must  be  accom- 
panied by  a  return  to  specie  values ;  and  this  can  only  be  ac- 
complished by  a  simultaneous  decline  of  prices  and  contraction 
of  paper  currency. 

It  is  mere  idle  talk  to  assert  that  the  country  cannot  bear  a 
contraction  of  $4,000,000  a  month.  Either  there  is  too  much 
money  invested  in  food  held  at  starvation  prices,  or  there  is  too 
much  labor  diverted  to  production  of  minor  importance,  or  too 
many  people  supported  in  idleness  who  ought  to  be  producing 
food.  Contraction  does  not  diminish  our  real  wealth  one  iota ; 
it  only  curtails  a  portion  of  the  fictitious  value  which  preys 
upon  the  people.  There  is  never  any  lack  of  a  medium  of  ex- 
change where  there  are  real  values  to  be  exchanged ;  it  is  only 
the  unreal  pretence  of  wealth  which  contraction  takes 
away. 

The  tide,  especially  at  the  West,  seems  to  be  setting  with 
unusual  vehemence  against  contraction  and  in  favor  of  ex- 
pansion. We  commend  to  all  who  share  in  this  movement 
the  salutary  lesson  taught  by  the  experience  of  our  mother 
country.  In  1797  the  Bank  of  England  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments ;  but  for  some  years  no  additional  issue  of  notes  was 
made,  and  gold  continued  at  par.  Increased  issues,  how- 
ever, soon  produced  their  effect,  and  by  1810  specie  com- 
manded a  premium  which  would  seem  insignificant  to 
us,  but  which  led  to  the  appointment  of  a  parliamentary 
committee  of  inquiry.  This  committee,  attributing  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  to  the  right  cause,  recom- 
mended a  compulsory  return  to  specie  payments  within 
two  years.  This  reoommendationj  howeoevy  was  not  acted 
upofhy  and  the  result  was  curiously  parallel  to  our  own  experi- 
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ence.  On  the  basis  of  these  irredeemable  issnes,  banks  were 
rapidly  mnltiplied,  whose  notes  and  deposits  of  course  swelled 
the  general  volume  of  depreciated  currency.  The  number  of 
these  banks  increased  from  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  to 
above  nine  hundred,  and  speculative  farmers  and  merchants  were 
enabled,  as  they  now  are  at  the  West,  to  maintain  breadstuffs 
at  a  famine  price.  But  mark  the  termination  I  In  1818  came 
an  abundant  harvest  and  open  ports.  Wheat  declined,  multi- 
tudes of  farmers  and  speculators  were  ruined,  and  in  three 
years  no  fewer  than  240  country  banks  stopped  payment  I  Of 
course  their  paper  became  worthless,  and  the  effect  was  an  un- 
avoidable "  contraction,"  such  as  they  had  never  imagined, 
which  brought  gold  permanently  down  to  about  par, 
though  the  formal  resumption  was  delayed  for  several  years 
longer. 

Let  us  be  wise  in  time.  We  cannot  long  stand  still  on  the 
steep  decline  which  we  so  needlessly  descended,  and  have  now 
begun  slowly  and  painfully  to  ascend.  We  cannot  long  con- 
tinue to  float  on  a  sea  of  uncertain  credit,  fluctuating  from 
day  to  day,  repelling  capital  and  industry  from  their  legitimate 
employment,  and  supplying  a  perpetual  and  colossal  lottery  to 
demoralize  the  people.  The  only  real  pressure  of  contraction 
has  been  caused  by  the  redemption  of  compound  interest  notes 
which  were  illegally  and  unwarrantably  employed  by  the  banks 
as  reserves  of  "  lawful  money,"  when  they  were  really  invest- 
ments of  capital.  If  all  apprehension  of  further  contraction  is 
removed,  speculation  will  resume  its  course,  and  very  soon  will 
come  an  irresistible  demand  for  more  issues  of  irredeemable 
paper.  The  only  possible  termination  must  be  bankruptcy  or 
repudiation.  If  our  Western  brethren  will  insist  on  a  course 
which  may  for  a  time  promise  to  enrich  them  at  the  expense 
of  all  our  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests,  they  will 
end  by  diverting  to  agriculture  an  amount  of  labor  and  capital 
which  must  end  in  a  ruinous  collapse,  like  that  of  England  in 
1813  and  the  following  years. 

It  would  be  ludicrous  if  it  were  not  painful  to  see  grave 
Senators  discussing  the  saving  of  a  few  millions  of  taxes,  form- 
ing an  insignificant  percentage  of  the  annual  production  of  the 
country,  when  this  vast  machinery  of  unlawful  credit  is  not  only 
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left  nntoDched,  but  threatens  to  be  perpetuated.  Of  what 
use  is  it  to  diminish  slightly  the  burdens  of  men  or  animals, 
when  the  power  to  stand  upright  and  the  tools  to  work  with 
are  taken  from  them  ?  Debt  is  doubtless  an  evil,  and  so  is  tax- 
ation, though  both  are  less  evils  than  dishonesty  or  insolvency. 
But  of  all  the  financial  or  economical  curses  which  can  afflict  a 
nation,  surely  none  can  for  a  moment  compare  vnth  that  of  an 
irredeemable  currency. 
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AmncLB  IV.— THE  MEMOIR  OF  PRESIDENT  WAY- 
LAND. 

A  Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Labors  of  Francis  Wayland^ 
D.  D.y  LL.  i?.,  late  President  of  Brown  University.  In- 
ditdmg  Selections  from  his  Personal  Peminiscenoes  and 
Correspondence.  By  his  Sons,  Fbanoib  Watland,  and  H. 
L  Wati^akd.  New  York:  Sheldon  &  Company.  1867. 
Two  Vols.  12mo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  April,  1865,  millions  of  hearts 
were  strnck  with  consternation  at  the  news  of  the  assassination 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  At  this  time  ten  years  had  passed  since 
Dr.  Wayland's  resignation  of  the  Presidency  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity ;  and  he  was  now  living  about  a  mile  from  the  thickly 
settled  portion  of  the  city  of  Providence.  At  that  moment  of 
grief  and  alarm,  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens  appeared  to 
torn  instinctively  to  him  for  counsel  and  comfort.  As  he  was 
unable  without  imprudent  exposure  to  attend  a  public  meet- 
ing which  was  called  for  that  evening,  a  large  body  of  people, 
numbering  not  far  from  fifteen  hundred,  walked  in  orderly 
procesBion  out  to  his  house,  and  from  a  hastily  erected  plat- 
form near  by  he  spoke  to  them  of  the  lessons  and  duties  of  the 
hour.  A  more  impressive  evidence  of  the  veneration  that  was 
felt  for  his  character,  and  of  the  ascendency  which  he  had 
gained  over  the  hearts  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had 
long  resided,  can  hardly  be  imagined.  Known  only  as  an 
academical  teacher,  as  a  preacher,  a  philanthropist  and  a 
friend  of  the  poor,  there  was  yet  something  in  him'  that  com- 
manded the  deep  respect  of  practical  men, — ^men  of  the  world, 
who  often  hold  in  light  esteem  the  wisdom  of  scholars.  Crit- 
ics may  form  what  estimate  they  will  of  Dr.  Wayland  as  a 
philosopher,  an  author,  a  teacher ;  it  is  impossible  to  ignore 
the  significance  of  such  a  tribute  to  his  personal  power  over 
the  minds  of  others  as  this  incident  involves. 

Dr.  Wayland  was  born  of  English  parentage,  his  father  and 
mother  having  emigrated  to  this  country  a  few  years  before 
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his  birth.  Had  they  been  passengers  in  the  Mayflower,  how- 
ever, their  son  could  not  have  been  a  more  tborongh  Ameri- 
can in  all  the  principles  and  affections  of  his  heart.  Both  of 
his  parents  were  singularly  devout  persons;  and  his  father 
was  at  length  led  to  give  up  his  occupation,  which  was  that  of 
a  currier,  and  to  devote  himself  to  the  work  of  preaching  the 
Oospel.  He  became  a  Baptist  pastor  in  good  repute  for  prac- 
tical sense,  integrity,  and  piety;  and  he  lived  to  witness  the 
feme  and  usefulness  of  his  son.  The  son  records  in  the  "  re- 
miniscences" from  which  his  biographers  have  drawn  copious 
extracts,  that  in  one  of  his  earliest  schools  the  instruction  waa 
so  far  over  his  head,  and  given  after  so  mechanical  a  method, 
that  even  the  study  of  Oeography  became  a  meaningless  exer- 
cise of  memory.  "  Perhaps  my  experience  here,"  he  adds, 
^^  was  not  altogether  lost.  It  has  at  least  served  to  impress  me 
with  the  importance  of  doing  everything  in  my  power  to 
bring  whatever  I  attempted  to  teach  within  the  understanding 
of  the  learner."*  His  surviving  sister  remarks  of  him  as  he 
was  at  this  period : — "  Although  he  was  but  two  years  the 
senior  of  the  sister  next  him  in  age,  yet,  for  some  reason,  he 
always  seemed  much  older  than  the  rest  of  us.  When  a  mere 
boy,  he  was  the  companion  of  our  mother."  Dr.  Wayland 
had  a  peculiarity  of  mind  and  manner  that  nlade  him  always 
seem  older  than  he  was.  He  was  but  thirty-two  years  old 
when  he  went  to  Providence  to  preside  over  the  Collie ;  yet 
one  of  his  early  pupils  speaks  of  him,  somewhere  in  the  course 
of  the  Memoir,  as  even  then  styled  by  his  students  *'  the  old 
Doctor," — an  appellation  by  which  he  was  very  frequently  de- 
signated in  after  years.  Of  course,  this  was  chiefly  owing  to 
the  standard  in  reference  to  youth  and  age  which  the  young 
proceed  upon,  and  which  they  find  occasion  constantly  to 
modify  as  they  themselves  go  forward  in  life ;  yet  not  wholly 
to  this  cause.  We  remember  to  have  heard  from  Dr.  Nott  an 
observation  concerning  his  distinguished  pupil,  corroborative 
of  the  remark  we  have  made.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  young 
Wayland  was  admitted  to  the  Sophomore  Class,  then  in  their 
third  term,  at  Union  College.    He  thinks  that  his  mind  was 
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Dot  BuflSciently  matnre  to  get  the  foil  benefit  of  the  college 
course.  "I  was  soon  hurried,"  he  says,  "  into  studies  which  I 
could  not  understand,  and  in  which  I  had  little  interest.  I 
was  a  pretty  good  reciter  of  what  I  understood  dimly,  or  not 
at  all."*  For  Dr.  Nott,  the  President,  he  felt  an  enthusi- 
astic reverence,  which,  though  it  sensibly  abated,  as  would 
be  natural  in  the  lapse  of  years,  was  never  lost.  Late  in  life, 
he  pronounces  him  the  ablest  man  he  had  ever  known  inti- 
mately ;  a  man  capable  of  making  ^^  himself  distinguished  in 
any  department  of  science ;"  and,  in  his  prime,  the  most  elo- 
quent man  he  had  ever  heard.f  Yet  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  two  men  were  hardly  ever  more  unlike  one  another  in 
their  native  tendencies  than  Nott  and  Wayland.  The  former, 
whatever  his  merits  may  have  been,  was  rhetorical  to  the  core, 
and  won  his  distinction  in  the  pulpit  mainly  by  a  few  sermons 
composed  in  the  oratorical  style  of  the  French  school  of 
preachers.  In  his  relations  with  men,  he  had  the  credit  of 
pofisessing  a  certain  skill  and  management  which  are  as  far 
distant  as  possible  from  the  frank  and  homely  directness  of 
Wayland.  The  latter  was  not  blind  to  the  well  known  pecu- 
liarities of  his  revered  "  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend."  "  As 
tjje  President  of  a  Collie,"  writes  Dr.  Wayland,  "  he  devoted 
himself  to  its  material  prosperity.  Had  he  sought  more  to  im- 
prove its  means  of  instruction  and  to  teach  its  teachers,  so  that 
these  means  might  be  well  employed,  I  think  his  success  would 
have  been  greater."  "  His  power  of  influencing  men  led  him 
also,  I  think,  into  errors.  It  led  him  to  delight  in  doing 
things  indirectly  which  might  as  well  be  done  directly."t 
The  lasting  influence  of  Dr.  Nott  is  probably  to  be  traced  in 
some  of  Dr.  Wayland's  methods  as  a  teacher,  and  especially  in 
the  stimulating  discussions  of  the  Senior  recitations  to  the 
President  at  Brown.  The  rhetorical  side  of  Dr.  Nott  was 
also  not  without  a  marked  effect  on*  his  scholar,  making  him 
attentive  in  the  early  part  of  his  career  to  the  graces  of  com- 
position, and  appearing,  probably^  in  the  eloquent  paragraphs 
of  the  Sermon  on  "  The  Moral  Dignity  of  the  Missionary 
Enterprise."    But  native  tendencies  are  stronger  than  arti- 
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ficial  stimulants  as  well  as  hindrances,  and  the  younger  doctor  in 
due  time  relapsed  into  that  disregard  of  fine  writing  and  that 
supreme  interest  in  the  substance  rather  than  the  form  or  apparel 
of  thought,  which  belonged  to  him  in  middle  and  later  life. 

Immediately  after  graduating  Mr.  Way  land  began  the  study 
of  medicine,  which  he  prosecuted,  for  the  most  part,  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  Eli  Burritt,  of  Troy.     Although  this  study  did 
not  bear  directly  on  the  career  upon  which  he  afterwards  en- 
tered, it  was  far  from  being  unprofitable.     Apart  from  the 
value  of  the   knowledge    acquired,    an    association  with   a 
strong  and  disciplined  mind,  such  as  Dr.  Burritt  is  said  to  have 
possessed,  could  not  fail  to  exert  a  wholesome  influence.     In 
this  period  there  occurred  what  Dr.  Wayland's  biographers 
term  his  "intellectual  regeneration."    He  describes  himself  as 
having,  up  to  that  time,  read  with  avidity  novels,  books  of 
travel,  descriptive  poems,  and  the  like,  but  to  have  turned 
away  with  disrelish  from  everything  of  a  didactic  or  abstract 
nature.    The  papers  in  the  Spectator  of  this  character  he  paesed 
over.   On  a  sudden  he  found  that  his  taste  was  changed,  and  an 
appetite  awakened  for  a  kind  of  reading  which  he  had  before  re- 
garded with  aversion.     This  mental  progress  is  not  remark- 
able ;   it  is  only  worthy  of  note  that,  in  his  case,  it  was  an 
epoch  so  distinctly  marked*    "  I  remember,"  he  says,  "  with 
perfect  distinctness,  the  time  when  I  first  became  conscious  of 
a  decided  change  in  my  whole  intellectual  character.    I  was 
sitting  by  a  window,  in  an  attic  room  which  I  occupied  as  a  sort 
of  study,  or  reading-place,  and  by  accident  I  opened  a  volume 
of  the  Spectator — I  think  it  was  one  of  the  essays  forming  Ad- 
dison's critique  on  Milton — it  was  at  any  rate  something  purely 
didactic.    I  commenced  reading  it,  and,  to  my  delight  and  sur- 
prise, I  found    that  I  imderstood  and  really  enjoyed  it."* 
After  that  he  read  with   eagerness  what  he  had  formerly 
shunned.    It  was  a  revolution  of  taste  suddenly  discovered  to 
himself    He  draws  the  natural  inference  that  in  the  education 
of  children  there  should  be  no  attempt  to  elicit  abstract  think- 
ing, until  the  time  for  it  comes.    They  must  first  learn  through 
the  imagination  and  the  senses.    His  own  mind  he  supposes  to 
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have  been  slow  in  developing,  and  to  have  arrived  at  this  era 
of  conceptive  thought  at  a  later  time  than  is  usual.*  Just  as 
be  completed  his  medical  studies,  he  underwent  another 
cbauge,  which  was  destined  to  be  vastly  more  influential  upon 
his  future  course.  Witli  his  serious  turn  of  mind,  and  under 
the  guidance  of  such  parents,  whom  he  regarded  with  a  rever- 
ential spirit,  he  could  hardly  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the 
truths  of  religion.  But  most  of  the  preaching  that  he  heard 
was  of  a  too  frigidly  doctrinal  cast  to  come  home  to  his  heart; 
he  had  marked  out  for  himself  a  series  of  mental  experiences, 
through  which  he  was  expecting  to  pass  if  he  should  ever  be 
converted,  and  he  conceived  that  he  must  wait  for  the  mysteri- 
ons,  overpowering  influence  of  the  Spirit  to  illuminate  and  com- 
fort his  soul.  Various  causes,  among  which  the  preaching  of  a 
returned  missionary,  Bev.  Luther  Bice,  was  prominent,  de- 
livered him  from  hiB  mistaken  impressions,  moved  him  to  sur- 
render himself  to  the  service  of  God,  and  inspired  him  with  the 
hopes  of  the  Gospel.  "  The  precise  time,"  he  writes,  "  when  a 
moral  change  took  place  in  my  character  I  cannot  determine. 
I  have  had  many  seasons  of  religious  declension  and  revival ; 
I  have  been  harassed  with  many  doubts  of  my  state  before  G^d, 
and  have  rarely  attained  to  that  full  assurance  of  faith  which 
is  the  privilege  of  so  many  of  the  disciples  of  Christ."  f 

After  he  had  resolved  to  study  theology,  it  was  a  fortunate 
conjunction  of  circumstances  that  brought  him  to  Andover, 
and  gave  him  a  year  under  that  most  kindling  of  theological  pro- 
fessors, Moses  Stuart.  At  this  time  young  Waylaud  was  poor 
in  this  world's  goods.  He  writes  to  his  parents: — "Tour  let- 
ter containing  fourteen  dollars  was  received  in  due  time.  Per- 
mit me  to  thank  you  and  the  other  givers  for  it.  It  arrived 
very  opportunely.  It  has  cleared  me  from  debt,  and  bright, 
ened  my  prospects  for  a  short  time.  I  have  some  work  in  the 
library,  which  will  probably  bring  me  in  about  ten  dollars ; 
this,  as  I  shall  board  myself,  will  keep  me  during  vacation.":^ 
Once  he  was  much  in  want  of  a  coat,  but  having  only  ten  dol- 
lars he  chose  to  do  without  it  for  the  sake  of  a  copy  of  Schleus- 
ner's  Lexicon,  which  he  procured  for  that  sum.    The  recollee- 
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tion  of  his  own  conflict  with  poverty  gave  him  afterwards  a 
warm  sympathy  with  his  pupils  when  they  were  in  like 
circumstances,  and  he  knew  how  to  aid  them  with  a  liberal 
hand.  Dr.  Wayland's  delight  in  the  exegetical  study  of  the 
New  Testament,  and  a  certain  jealousy  of  systematic  divinity, 
were  to  some  extent  imbibed  from  Stuart.  He  experienced  to 
the  full  the  quickening  power  of  this  learned,  vivacious,  elo- 
quent, but  most  inaccurate  scholar,  whose  characteristic  faults 
as  well  as  merits  he  well  understood.  The  tutorship  in  Union 
College  was  an  episode  in  his  life,  and  was  followed  by  his  or- 
dination as  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Boston.  The 
society  were  not  unanimous  in  their  call,  but  Stuart  advised 
him  to  comply  with  it,  saying  that  nothing  was  needed  to 
pacify  discontent  "  but  a  little  personal,  kind  attention,"  and 
a  little  preaching  vdthout  notes,  to  let  them  know  that  he  could 
be  inspired  as  well  as  his  brethren.''^  His  parish  became 
united  in  support  of  him,  but  it  was  not  a  prosperous  one,  and 
his  qualities  as  a  preacher  were  not  of  a  sort  to  allure  the  mul- 
titude. ^^  His  manner  in  the  pulpit  was  unattractive;  he  was 
tall,  lean,  angular,  ungraceful,  spoke  with  but  little  action, 
rarely  withdrawing  his  hands  from  his  pockets  save  to  turn  a 
leaf,  his  eye  seldom  meeting  the  sympathetic  eye  of  the  auditor.f 
To  those  who  conversed  with  him  he  appeared  abstracted 
and  embarrassed.  The  work  of  composition  was  laborious, 
and,  with  his  habit  of  study,  consumed  so  much  time  as  to 
leave  him  little  leisure  to  win,  by  personal  intercourse,  the 
affections  of  his  people."  But  all  discerning  hearers  knew  at 
once  that  he  was  no  common  man.  His  week-day  lectures 
were  more  free  and  spirited  in  the  manner  of  delivery.  He 
grew  in  power  and  in  influence.  Yet  he  was  far  from  being  satis- 
fied with  himself,  and  was  more  sensible  than  his  hearers  were 
of  the  faults  of  his  pulpit  performances.  He  would  pour  into 
the  ear  of  his  fiiend  Wisner,  the  pastor  of  the  Old  South,  the 
discontent  of  his  heart  at  the  character  of  his  sermons,  and  at 
the  unprosperous  condition  of  his  congregation.  The  morning 
after  he  preached  his  famous  missionary  sermon  he  told  Wis- 
ner it  was  a  failure.    But  the  reception  that  was  accorded  to 
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the  discouroe  Boon  relieved  him  of  this  apprehension.  The 
ability  and  eloquence  that  were  displayed  in  it  excited  general 
applause.  Bead  at  this  distance  of  time,  this  sermon  on  the 
moral  dignity  of  the  missionary  enterprise,  must  be  acknow- 
ledged to  take  rank  with  the  most  striking  productions  of  the 
American  pulpit  It  showed  that  the  author  had  a  greatness 
of  Boul  proportioned  to  the  breadth  and  vigor  of  his  under- 
Btaoding.  The  familiar  passage  on  the  progress  of  the  Church 
in  the  first  three  centuries  will  bear  to  be  quoted  again : — 

'*  The  Charch  has  commenced  her  march.  Samaria  has  with  one  accord  b*- 
fioTed  the  GospeL  Antioch  has  become  obedient  to  the  faith.  The  name  of 
Christ  has  been  proclaimed  thronghont  Asia  Minor.  The  temples  of  the  Gods, 
aa  though  smitten  by  an  inTisible  hand,  are  deserted.  The  citisens  of  Ephesns 
cry  out  in  despair, '  Great  is  Diana  of  the  EphesiansI '  Licentious  Corinth  is 
purified  by  the  preaching  of  Christ  oracifled.  Persecution  puts  forth  her  arm  to 
uresl  the  spresding  '  superstition.'  Bat  the  progress  of  the  faith  cannot  be 
stayed.  The  Church  of  Ck>d  adyanoes  nnhnrt,  amidst  racks  and  dungeons,  per- 
Mcotioosand  death;  yea,  'smiles  at  the  drawn  dagger,  and  defies  its  point.* 
She  has  entered  Italy,  and  appears  before  the  walls  of  the  Eternal  City.  Idola- 
try hlU  prostrate  at  her  approach.  Her  ensign  floats  in  triumph  oyer  the 
Oa{dtoL    She  has  placed  upon  her  brow  the  diadem  of  the  Cesars  I " 

Dr.  Wajland's  reflections  on  the  character  of  hie  miniBtry 
form  a  very  interesting  pasBago  of  the  Memoir.  A  more 
candid,  discriminating  piece  of  self-criticism  it  would  be  hard 
to  find.  He  considers  it  a  capital  error  that  instead  of  accus- 
toming Himself  to  speak  without  notes,  he  became  *'a  reader 
of  sermons."  Having  ''  little  power  of  self-excitement,"  being, 
88  he  supposes,  awkward  in  the  pulpit,  and  with  not  much 
practice  as  a  speaker,  he  was  easily  persuaded  to  tie  himself  to 
the  manuscript.  ^^  Had  I,"  he  says,  '*  at  this  time  boldly 
thrown  myself  on  my  own  resources,  with  reliance  on  the 
promised  aid  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  I  might  have  been  more 
nsefuL"*  "  I  never  set  myself  resolutely  to  become  a  preacher ^ 
that  is,  one  who,  out  of  a  full  heart,  and  without  reading,  de- 
livers his  message  to  the  people."  '^  If  I  had  gained  a  proper 
victory  over  myself,  over  my  love  for  reputation,  and  desire  to 
be  useful  to  my  denomination  by  raising  their  intellectual 
character — and  if  I  had,  in  reliance  upon  the  Holy  Spirit, 
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labored  simply  for  the  conversion  of  souls — I  firmly  believe 
that  I  should  have  been  more  useful,  and  I  should  noV  look 
upon  the  past  with  far  greater  satisfaction."  "  I  see  that  I 
had  a  sort  of  idea  that  I  might  so  construct  and  deliver  a  dis- 
course that,  by  its  own  inherent  energy,  it  would  produce  a 
moral  eflTect.  Hence  my  work  of  preparation  was  an  intel- 
lectual rather  than  a  moral  and  spiritual  effort.  I  relied  in  a 
certain  way,  it  is  true,  on  the  Spirit,  and  looked  to  Him  for 
His  assistance,  but  far  too  inadequately."  ^e  erred,  also,  as 
he  supposes,  in  not  visiting  his  people  more,  and  in  not  making 
his  visits  more  distinctly  and  faithfully  religious.  All  this,  to 
be  sure,  is  the  self-criticism  of  one  who  tries  himself  by  the 
purest  standards,  and  is  more  careful  to  avoid  undue  self- 
praise  than  undeserved  self-reproach.  Yet  it  rests,  doubtless, 
on  a  foundation  of  truth,  and  deserves  to  be  pondered  by  all 
who  have  taken  on  themselves  the  sacred  oflSce.  There  is  no 
portion  of  these  volumes  which  we  should  sooner  select  in 
proof  of  Dr.  Wayland's  perspicacity,  fairness,  and  humility, 
than  this  honest  and  masterly  review  of  his  own  character- 
istics as  a  parish  minister. 

On  the  whole,  he  was  quite  willing  to  leave  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  after  a  service  of  five  years,  and  accept  a  pro- 
fessorship in  Union  College, — the  professorship  of  Natural 
Philosophy,  with  the  prospect  of  exchanging  it  soon-  for  that 
of  Moral  Philosophy.  Tliis  anticipation  was  happily  frustra- 
ted by  his  speedy  election  to  the  presidency  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, which  had  become  vacant  through  the  retirement  of 
Dr.  Meeser.  A  young  man  of  thirty-two,  not  a  graduate  of 
Brown,  it  was  certainly  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  that  he  was  invited  to  this  important 
station.  Under  his  untiring,  vigilant,  and  vigorous  adminis- 
tration of  its  affairs,  the  College  quickly  began  to  recover  from 
the  depression  and  disorder  into  which  it  had  fallen  in  the 
last  years  of  Messer.  A  stricter  discipline  was  introduced,  im- 
proved methods  of  teaching  raised  the  standard  of  scholar- 
ship among  the  students,  the  friends  of  the  institution  greatly 
increased  its  pecuniary  resources,  and  younger  professors,  who 
had  been  trained  under  the  President's  system,  took  the  place 
of  the  old  and   lent  their  industrious  support  to  his  plans 
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Success  within  the  walls  of  College  was  followed  by  fame  and 
usefulness  without.  The  publication  of  valuable  text-books, 
in  departments  where  new  tezt-books  were  especially  needed, 
gave  the  President  distinction  throughout  the  country,  and 
thus  added  to  his  power  of  doing  good  to  his  immediate 
pupils.  We  must  refer  the  reader  to  the  pages  of  the  Memoir 
for  information  respecting  the  details  of  President  Wayland's 
long  term  of  service,  and  for  a  full  description  of  the  princi- 
ples which  guided  him  in  the  work  of  government  and  in- 
struction. As  an  academical  teacher  he  has  certainly  had  few 
equals.  Although  he  exacted  hard  study  of  his  pupils,  and 
put  their  faithfulness  in  this  point  to  a  daily  test,  the  members 
of  the  successive  classes  which  passed  through  the  Senior  year 
at  Brown,  with  few  exceptions,  found  their  hour  of  recitation 
with  the  President  the  most  delightful,  as  well  as  the  most 
profitable,  of  the  day.  There  are  three  modes  of  college 
teaching.  According  to  the  first,  the  ofiicer  simply  hears  the 
recitation,  questioning  the  student  upon  the  portion  of  the 
text-book  which  has  been  assigned  to  him  for  the  lesson  of  the 
day.  The  exercise  merely  puts  to  the  proof  the  pupil's  dili- 
gence and  his  power  to  master  the  prescribed  task.  Properly 
speaking,  this  is  not  to  teaeh^  since  nothing  is  communicated 
by  the  instructor.  He  discharges  a  quasi  police  function, 
which  requires,  however,  a  fair  degree  of  knowledge  and  atten- 
tivena^s.  Somewhat  more  is  done  when  the  professor  eluci- 
dates the  text-book  and  connects  with  it  supplementary  in- 
Btmction.  This  is  teaching  in  the  proper  sense.  Bat  a  far 
nobler  work  is  done  when  the  teacher  is  possessed  of  the  ability 
and  tact  to  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  scholar,  so 
that  the  latter  is  no  longer  merely  a  recipient  of  that  which  is 
imparted,  but  is  rather  prompted  to  think  for  himself,  and  to 
meet  the  teacher  half-way  by  questions  and  suggestions  of  his 
own.  His  own  mental  activity  is  elicited,  and  the  recitation 
fi^uently  resolves  itself  into  a  conference,  where  in  the  fric- 
tion of  mind  with  mind,  in  the  resolution  of  problems  and 
difficulties,  the  intellect  even  of  the  sluggish  wakes  to  new 
hfe.  Ancient  teachers,  and  preeminently  Socrates,  the  chief 
of  them,  considered  it  essential  to  adopt  methods  which  were 
directly  fitted  to  spur  the  minds  of  their  pupils  to  the  origina- 
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tion  and  the  accurate  Btatement  of  thought.  In  their  judg- 
ment, if  this  was  not  accomplished,  nothing  was  done.  The 
Great  Teacher,  by  question,  and  parable,  and  paradox,  com- 
pelled his  disciples  to  abandon  the  position  of  passive  recipi- 
ents for  one  in  which  they  must  revolre  and  independently 
appropriate  the  lofty  truth  which  he  came  to  impart.  Dr. 
Wayland  believed  in  the  ancient  idea  of  teaching.  Under 
him,  in  all  the  recitations  at  Brown  University,  the  pupil  had 
full  liberty  to  interrogate  the  professor,  to  bring  forward  ob- 
jections to  the  doctrine  advanced  from  the  chair,  and,  if  he 
chose,  to  vindicate  an  opposite  thesis  by  such  arguments  as  he 
was  able  to  produce.  Of  course  care  was  taken  not  to  con- 
sume time  to  no  profit,  and  to  leave  room  for  the  recitation 
pioper,  whereby  the  amount  of  work  which  had  been  done  by 
the  pupil  in  private  could  be  ascertained.  This  quickening 
method  of  instruction  was  carried  to  perfection  in  the  recita- 
tion-room of  the  President.  The  subjects  on  which  he  taught 
were  best  adapted  to  it,  the  students  were  in  their  last  year 
and  had  begun  to  take  on  a  more  sober  and  manly  tone,  and 
the  qualities  of  the  instructor  were  such  as  to  render  his  pecu- 
liar method  most  effective.  His  unruffled  temper,  his  patience 
in  listening,  his  quaint  humor  joined  to  a  profound  seriousness 
that  made  the  class  teel  that  they  were  engaged  in  earnest  busi- 
ness, his  noble  elevation  above  all  trammels  of  party  and  sect, 
the  unaffected  homage  that  he  paid  to  truth,  the  pithy  and 
often  homely  style  of  his  observations,  conspired  to  render  him 
one  of  the  most  attractive  of  teachers.  He  called  no  man 
^'Master,"  and  he,  himself,  laid  claim  to  no  dominion  over  the 
minds  of  others.  No  teacher  was  ever  more  free  from  the 
spirit  of  dogmatism.  It  was  evident  that  though  his  convic- 
tions were  strong,  his  mind  was  open  to  new  light,  come  from 
whatever  quarter  it  might.  The  scholar  must  be  dull,  indeed, 
who  could  mingle  in  those  conferences  without  feeling  their  in- 
fluence on  his  intellectual  and  moral  nature,  through  all  the 
subsequent  years  of  his  litid. 

For  the  good  government  of  a  College,  the  right  adjustment 
of  the  powers  of  the  faculty,  with  reference  both  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  the  board  of  trustees  or  overseers,  is  a  matter  of 
prime  consequence.    Important  acts  of  discipline,  and  all  im- 
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portant  measures  connected  with  the  immediate  management 
of  the  institutiou,  should,  in  oar  judgment,  emanate  from  the 
faenlty  as  a  body.  Such  acts  and  measures  should  be  the  sub- 
ject of  common  conference,  and  be  determined  by  vote.  The 
President  may  be  entrusted  with  the  veto  power  in  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  faculty  meetings ;  but  it  is  far  better  for  him 
and  for  all  concerned,  that  he  should  share  his  judicial  and 
executive  functions  with  his  colleagues  in  the  work  of  in- 
struction. Under  this  system  not  only  does  every  important 
measure  proceed  from  the  united  wisdom  of  the  governing 
body,  but  every  member,  inasmuch  as  his  opinion  has  been 
heard  and  his  vote  counted,  is  free  from  the  temptation  to  mur- 
mur at  the  result.  Harmony  among  the  ofScers  is  much  more 
likely  to  be  maintained.  The  President  is  far  less  likely  to  be 
obliged  to  encounter  the  concealed  or  open  disaffection  of  his 
fellow-instructors.  Discipline  becomes  impersonal,  so  that  no 
special  odium  falls  on  the  President  more  than  on  any  one  of 
his  associates.  In  this  last  particular  the  system  of  divided  re- 
sponsibility has  a  great  advantage  over  that  in  which  the 
administration  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  Nor 
need  there  be  any  delay  or  uncertainty  in  matters  of  disci- 
pline. All  ordinary  cases  of  delinquency  should  dispose  of 
themselves,  it  being  only  necessary  to  apply  to  them  the  rules, 
written  or  unwritten,  which  have  been  previously  established. 
But  in  affixing  punishments,  as  well  as  in  determining  the 
question  of  guilt  or  innocence,  the  knowledge  which  members 
of  the  faculty  may  have  of  the  individual  eoncemed  is  of 
essential  service.  Justice  is  much  more  likely  to  be  done,  and 
to  be  tempered  with  mercy,  than  if  everything  is  left  to  the 
President. 

The  other  point  is  the  relation  of  the  faculty  to  the  trustees 
or  overseers.  The  latter,  if  they  understand  their  office,  will 
not  wish  to  be  overseers  in  the  Southern  sense  of  the  word. 
They  should  avoid  everything  that  looks  like  intermeddling 
with  the  special  work  of  the  Professors.  The  general  super- 
vision which  belongs  to  the  trustees  should  qualify  them  to 
discover  abuses  before  they  have  taken  foot,  and  to  provide 
the  proper  remedy.  They  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing 
that  the  endowments  of  the  institution  are  not  misapplied. 
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No  important  change  can  take  place  in  the  course  of  studj,  or 
in  the  system  generally,  without  their  express  approbation. 
The  faculty  initiate  no  new  measure  without  the  consciousness 
that  it  must  pass  under  the  eye  and  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
governing  board.  This  consciousness  operates  constantly  as  a 
check  upon  hasty  or  irregular  proceedings.  A  competent 
board  of  trustees  will  occasionally  suggest  and  introduce  im- 
provements ;  but  a  thirst  for  innovation,  a  restless  disposition 
to  do  something  without  knowing  exactly  what,  are  among 
the  worst  qualities  that  can  belong  to  a  college  overseer.  The 
faculty  must  be  allowed  to  feel  that  they  are  trusted,  and  that 
they  are  not  liable  to  be  hindered  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
plans  by  unseemly  interference.  It  must  be  taken  for  granted 
that  they  understand  their  business,  as  well  at  least  as  other 
people  whose  callings  are  different.  An  uneasy,  ambitious, 
conceited,  meddlesome,  dictatorial  trustee,  is  a  positive  nui- 
sance in  a  college.  If  an  instructor  is  for  any  cause  incom- 
petent, let  him  be  removed ;  but  so  long  as  he  remains  in  his 
station,  he  must  not  be  cramped  in  his  work.  Dr.  Arnold  of 
Bugby  refused  to  carry  out  suggestions  of  his  trustees  in  re- 
gard to  methods  of  instruction.  Their  remedy,  he  said,  was 
to  remove  him,  but  as  long  as  he  remained  in  his  place  he 
must  follow,  on  these  points,  his  own  judgment.  One  rule,  of 
course,  is  not  applicable  to  all  institutions;  but,  generally 
speaking,  the  faculty,  on  grounds  of  policy  as  well  as  of  right, 
should  be  heard  on  the  question  of  filling  vacancies  in  their 
own  body.  In  most  cases  there  are  no  better  judges  of  the 
fitness  of  candidates ;  and  the  intimate  association  in  which  it 
is  desirable  for  the  Professors  to  stand  with  one  another,  and 
the  necessity  that  all  should  work  together  with  one  spirit,  are 
obvious  reasons  in  favor  of  conceding  to  them  this  privilege. 

We  have  the  impression  that  at  Brown  University,  in  the 
days  of  President  Wayland,  at  least,  the  system  was  defective 
in  both  the  respects  we  have  named.  Too  much  power  be- 
longed to  the  President  as  related  to  the  faculty,  and  too  little 
power  to  the  faculty  as  related  to  the  governing  boards, 
however  judiciously  the  lattter  may  have  managed.  If  we 
err  in  this  regard,  the  foregoing  remarks  will  still  be  not 
without  value.  We  are  disposed  to  believe,  however,  that  the 
President  would  have  found  his  position  more  comfortable  to 
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himself,  and  not  less  useful  to  the  College,  if  the  system  had 
been  conformed  to  the  ideas  we  have  suggested.  Occasional 
complaints  of  arbitrary  government  would  have  been  stripped 
of  their  plausibility. 

We  do  not  propose  to  enter,  in  this  place,  into  an  examina- 
tion of  Dr.  Wayland's  writings.  We  will  only  refer  briefly  to 
the  little  treatise  on  the  Limitations  of  Human  Responsibility, 
which  appears  to  us  to  be  one  of  the  most  characteristic  and, 
on  the  whole,  one  of  the  most  meritorious  of  his  productions. 
The  idea  of  the  book  is  implied  in  the  motto, — non  omnes 
possnmus  omnia.  Beligious  persecution,  voluntary  associa- 
tions, eccleBiastical  associations,  are  among  the  topics  handled. 
Everywhere  the  rights  and  the  responsibility  of  the  individual 
are  strenuously  maintained.  It  is  true  that  misgivings  are  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  moral  right  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  the  States  by  which  the  district  was  ceded, — misgiv- 
ings which  the  author  shared,  if  we  mistake  not,  with  so  de- 
termined an  enemy  of  slavery  as  John  Qnincy  Adams.  On 
this  particular  point  it  is  probable  that  Dr.  Wayland  changed 
hift  opinion,  although  he  never  entertained  any  sentiment  con- 
cerning slavery  itself  but  that  of  intense  condemnation.  The 
general  tenor  of  the  book,  as  we  have  implied,  is  in  favor  of 
the  rights  of  free  opinion  and  independent  action  on  the  part 
of  the  individual,  as  opposed  to  a  meddlesome  and  intolerant 
spirit,  and  to  the  exaggerated  influence  and  dictatorial  ten- 
dency of  reform  associations.  The  following  short  extract,  from 
the  chapter  on  the  propagation  of  truth,  will  convey  a  correct 
idea  of  the  general  drift  of  the  treatise : — 

''Troth,  in  the  Mnse  in  whieh  it  is  explained  abore,  is  a  yalnable  treasure,  fre- 
qneoUy  the  most  Talnable  ireasare  of  which  we  can  be  possessed.  On  what  do 
OUT  hopes  for  eternity  rest»  onr  hopes  of  pardon,  and  salvation,  and  eyerlasting 
life,  bat  on  the  trnUw  of  the  Cktepel,  which  have  been  communicated  to  ns  by 
others  ?  Bnt,  valuable  as  even  this  treasure  is,  we  have  do  right  to /or«tf  it  upon 
another.  I  have  no  more  right  to  fill  my  neighbor's  pocket  with  diamonds,  than 
with  gravel  stones,  nnless  he  amatnt,  I  may  offer  him  diamonds,  but  if  he  refuse 
to  accept  of  tbem,  he  must  go  away  without  them.  I  cannot  help  it  If  I  offer 
him  abnodanoe,  and  he  prefer  poverty,  I  am  not  responsible.  He  must,  after  all, 
do  as  be  pleases. 

'*  Such  is  the  case  in  the  present  instance.    I  desire  to  communicate  to  my 
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neighbor  valoable  truth.  He  has  the  right  to  hear  it  or  not,  and  I  may  not,  on 
any  pretence,  violate  hie  right.  He  has  the  same  right  to  the  nee  of  his  ean, 
that  I  have  to  the  use  of  my  toogne.  I  may,  if  I  please,  plead  with  him,  and 
entreat  him  to  hear  me.  I  may  present  to  him  all  the  motives  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  to  induce  him  to  attend  to  my  instructions ;  but  this  is  all.  If  he 
still  persist,  nay,  if  he  will  neither  hear  my  truth,  nor  listen  to  the  motives  by 
which  I  arge  him  to  do  so,  his  decision  is  ultimate ;  I  can  do  no  more.  I  hare 
no  right  to  do  anything  more-  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  Every  man  be- 
lieves his  own  opinions  to  be  true,  and  what  could  be  a  greater  absurdity,  than  to 
allow  every  man  to  inflict  upon  his  neighbor  whatever  conversation  he  pleased ; 
nay,  to  oblige  him  by  force  to  listen  to  it,  simply  because  he  supposed  it  to  be 
true  and  important  f* 

The  thotights  of  this  unpretending  treatise  are  far  from 
being  obsolete.  They  may  well  be  commended  to  the  thought- 
ful attention  of  that  numerous  class  of  reformers,  who  pre- 
sume to  denounce  everybody  who  ventures  to  think  that  a 
good  end  may  be  best  reached  by  other  measures  than  those 
which  they  prefer. 

It  is  well  known  that  Dr.  Wayland,  towards  the  end  of  his 
presidency,  introduced  into  Brown  University  an  essential 
modification  of  the  college  system.  He  believed  that  the 
opportunity  of  higher  education  should  be  opened  to  a  much 
wider  class  than  those  destined  for  the  learned  professions; 
that  courses  of  study  should  be  established  for  the  benefit  of 
persons  looking  forward  to  occupations  which  involve  an 
application  of  science  in  the  useful  arts,  or  to  other  similar 
pursuits ;  and  that  in  these  courses  Latin  and  Greek  should 
retire  to  make  room  for  other  branches.  He  desired  to  render 
the  facilities  possessed  by  the  college  for  imparting  knowledge 
available  to  the  practical  farmer  and  the  artisan,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  had  heretofore  profited  by  them.  Many  of  the 
ideas  at  the  foundation  of  the  new  system  indicate  the  enter- 
prise, foresight,  and  large  benevolence  of  the  author  of  it; 
and  they  are  realized  in  the  various  schools  of  science  which 
are  springing  up  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  There 
was  a  call  for  that  species  of  higher  training  which  President 
Wayland  was  desirous  of  organizing,  and  which  he  so  earnestly 
advocated  in  his  Report  to  the  Corporation  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity. So  far  as  his  plan  aimed  at  this  result,  none  will 
doubt  that  it  is  de»erving  of  praise.  It  is  our  settled  convic- 
tion, however,  that  a  liberal  education  is  to  be  distinguished 
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from  all  forms  of  special  or  technical  education,  whatever 
▼aine  may  belong  to  these  in  their  place.    And  the  fnnda- 
mental  parts  of  a  liberal  education,  it  is  not  left  to  fancy  or 
choice  to  determine.    The  constitution  of  things,  and  the 
course  of  history,  as  well  as  the  stracture  of  the  human  mind, 
define  what  these  shall  be.     The  study  of  the  classical  lan- 
guages and   literature  is  a  leading,  essential,  indispensable 
part  of  such  a  scheme  of  education.     The  clamor  which  we 
are  now  hearing  about  ^^  heathen  learning "  and  ^'  dead  lan- 
guages" is  the  outcry,  to  a  great  extent,  of  ignorance  and 
superficiality.    The  proper  study  of  mankind  is  man ;  and 
man  is  to  be  known  through  the  study  of  history  and  litera- 
ture   The  foundation  in  this  study,  as  well  as  the  necessary 
key  to  large  attainments  in  it,  lies  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Latin*  and  Greek.    The  disciplinary  and  humanizing  influ- 
ence of  classical  studies  is  something  of  inestimable  value, 
and  what  nothing  else  can  provide.    The  modern  languages 
and  the  physical  sciences  will  not  do  the  work  that  is  done  by 
Latin  and  Greek,  and  that  appears   even   when  the  ancient 
tongues  are  defectively  taught.    Mr.  Lowe,  a  member  of  Par- 
liament, has  lately  amused  an  Edinburgh  audience  by  a  lively 
piece  of  declamation  against  the  accepted  system  of  univer^ 
fiity  training.     There  are  faults  in  that  system,  and  there  are 
faults  in  that  mode  of  teaching  Latin  and  Greek  which  is 
prevalent  in  England ;  and  we  are  quite  willing  to  see  both 
these  classes  of  faults  exposed.    But  Mr.  Lowe  could  never 
have  made  a  speech  having  the  rhetorical  merits  that  belong 
to  his  late  address,  had  he  been   educated  on  the  method 
which  he  recommends ;   and  whatever  brilliancy  pertains  to 
his  harangue  he  owes  chiefly  to  the  drill  he  has  had  in  the 
branches  which  he  decries.    As  for  his  argument,  it  is  a  tissue 
of  sparkling  fallacies.     A  much  more  sound  and  discrimin^ 
ting  view  of  the  whole  subject  is  presented  in  a  lately  publish- 
ed address  of  Mr.  J.  8.  Mill.    Entertaining  these  opinions,  we 
hold,  as  a  natural  corollary,  that  the  course  of  liberal  educa- 
tion, j^r  excellence^  should  be  recognized  and  held  in  honor  as 
Buch,  and,  in   the  arrangements  of  university  education,  it 
Bhonld  not  be  thrown  in  among  other  courses  of  study  in  a  way 
to  convey  the  impression  that  it  stands  on  the  same  footing 
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with  them,  and  that  all  are  only  different  paths  to  one  goal. 
So  far  as  the  new  system  at  Brown  University  was  liable  to 
this  objection,  and  so  far  as  in  the  advocacy  of  it  there  was  a 
disparagement  of  the  value  of  classical  studies  and  of  ednca^ 
tion  substantially  on  the  model  of  the  old  curriculum,  we  must 
say — as  of  new  wine  compared  with  old — *'  the  old  is  better.'* 

The  opinions  which  President  Wayland  published,  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  on  the  subject  of  theological  edncation, 
were  the  theme  of  much  comment,  and  met  with  no  little 
opposition.  It  is  singular  that  in  the  early  part  of  his  career 
he  was  considered  the  advocate  as  well  as  the  representative  of 
a  higher  type  of  culture  than  prevailed  at  that  time  in  his  own 
denomination,  and  his  settlement  in  Boston  was  favored  by 
Stuart  and  others  of  his  Congregationalist  friends,  as  a  means 
of  promoting  the  interests  of  literature  and  education  among 
the  Baptists.  But  in  his  closing  years  he  seemed  to  deplore  a 
departure  on  the  part  of  his  Baptist  friends  from  the  old- 
fashioned  dependence  on  the  "gifts  of  the  spirit"  and  an 
"  unlearned  ministry."  To  do  justice  to  Dr.  Wayland,  it  is 
necessary  to  give  attention  to  the  great  idea  which  he  was 
attempting,  in  his  later  utterances,  to  enforce.  This  is,  that 
"every  disciple  should  be  a  discipler;"  every  believer  in 
Christ  should  be  an  active  propagator  of  the  Gospel,  by  per- 
sonal efforts  to  convert  men  to  the  same  faith.  He  must  per* 
Buade  all  within  the  reach  of  his  influence  to  repent  of  their 
sins  and  enter  on  the  Christian  life.  The  special  character  and 
extent  of  his  efforts  in  this  direction  must  depend  on  his 
talents,  his  knowledge,  and  his  opportunities.  If  his  circum- 
stances do  not  permit  him  to  become  a  scholar,  or  to  attend 
much  to  scientific  theology,  he  may  still  be  qualified  for  use- 
fulness as  a  preaciier,  and  he  is  not  to  be  discouraged  from 
choosing  the  ministry  as  a  vocation  on  account  of  his  lack  of 
learning.  The  want  of  ministers  in  the  country  vastly  out- 
runs the  ability  of  the  Theological  Seminaries  to  supply  it. 
The  harvest  is  great,  and  the  thin  ranks  of  the  laborers  must 
be  recruited  from  the  counting-houses  and  work-shops,  and 
wherever  respectable  talents  and  a  fair  amount  of  knowledge 
coexist  with  an  absorbing  consecration  of  the  heart  to  Christ. 

These  considerations  must  be  admitted  to  be  sound.    There 
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was  need,  moreover,  that  they  Bhoald  be  urged  on  the  public 
attention.     At  the  same  time,  the  neceesitj  and  the  benefits  of 
a  learned   and  regularly  trained   body  of  ministers  are  so 
patent,  that  an  argument  on  this  side,  at  this  late  day,  would 
seem  to  be  gratuitous.    To  interpret  the  Bible,  an  ancient 
book,  written  in  distant  lands  and  in  unfamiliar  tongues;  to 
Tindicate  Christianity  against  skeptical  objections,  and  to  re- 
solve the  perplexities  of  honest  minds  respecting  its  contents ; 
to  discern  and  set  forth  the  harmony  of  the  Christian  system 
•of  doctrine;   to  bring  out  and  illustrate  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  week  after  week,  in  the  midst  of  an  enlightened  com- 
munity, and  to  apply  these  truths  in  their  manifold  bearings 
on  hnraan  life  and  dnty,  commending  them  to  every  man's 
conscience, — all  this  constitutes  a  work  for  which  a  few  years 
of  special   preparation  and   forethought  are  surely  not   too 
Jong.    The  old  plea  that  study  fosters  a  dry  and  frigid  intel- 
lectualism  may  be  answered  by  the  fact  that  the  most  fervid 
and  effective  of  preachers,  Luther,  Whitefield,  Wesley,  Ed- 
wards, and  more  whom   it  were  easy  to  name,  have  been 
trained  scholiirs.    And  the  additional  fact  must  never  be  for- 
gotten, that  there  is  not  less  danger  from  the  enthusiasm  that 
is  begotten  of  ignorance,  than  from  the  undue  influence  of  the 
intellectual  element  among  the  clergy.    A  zeal,  not  according 
to  knowledge,  giving  birth  to  wild  opinions  and  disorganizing, 
wasting  excitements,  is  not  less  to  be  dreaded,  if  history  be  our 
witness,  than  the  intrusion  of  human  philosophy  within  the 
province  of  sacred  truth.    It  is  too  late  to  contend  that  study 
and  knowledge  properly  tend  to  chill  piety,  and  that  ignorance 
is  the  mother  of  devotion.    If  every  disciple  is  to  be  a  disci- 
pier,  and  if  the  comparatively  uneducated  are  to  be  invited 
into  the  ministry,  it  is  all  the  more  indispenjMtble  that  many — 
as  many  as  possible — should  receive  a  thorough  training  for 
this  exalted  office,  in  order  that  from  them  light  and  guidance 
may  be  diffused  among  less  favored  associates,  and  thus  the  ob- 
vious perils  arising  from  the  existence  of  an  unlearned  min- 
istry be  avoided.     There  are  numerous  instances,  it  must  be 
added,  of  individuals  who,  from  a  neglect  to  prepare  them- 
selves by  prolonged  study  for  the  clerical  office,  have  brought 
to  their  work  inferior  resources,  and  labored  under  a  great  dis- 
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advantage  through  the  whole  remainder  of  their  lives.  To 
call  men  to  repentance,  and  bo  produce  conversions,  is  far  from 
being  the  sole  work  of  a  Gospel  minister  in  a  community  like 
ours.  He  has  to  quicken,  instruct,  edify  the  people  under 
his  charge.  Preaching  should  be  direct,  and  should  be 
addressed  to  the  conscience ;  but  the  prime  duty  of  repent- 
ance must  be  presented  in  varied  aspects,  and  from  diverse 
points  of  view.  A  preacher  who  can  do  no  more  than  reiterate 
the  ordinary  statements  on  this  subject,  and  follow  them  with 
an  exhortation,  may  produce  an  impression  for  a  little  while, 
but  his  discoursing  will  soon  become  as  ineffective  as  it  is 
wearipome.  His  little  round  of  topics  is  soon  exhausted,  and 
being  destitute  of  the  resources  which  reading  and  reflection 
are  adapted  to  give,  his  harangues  become  ^^  stale,  flat,  and 
unprofitable.'* 

It  is  probable  that  Dr.  "Wayland  would  have  assented  to 
what  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing  paragraph.  He  was  him* 
self  too  much  indebted  to  his  Seminary  training  under  Stuart, 
to  undervalue  such  an  advantage.  The  year  that  he  spent  at 
Andover  enhanced  his  usefulness  and  enlarged  his  power  in  a 
degree  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate.  Had  his 
course  of  theological  study  been  twice  or  thrice  as  long,  he 
would  never  have  found  cause  to  regret  it.  But  he  somehow 
made  the  impression  of  being  unfriendly  to  theological  study, 
and  theological  instructors  in  his  own  denomination  com- 
plained that  his  influence  was  cast  in  the  opposite  direction. 
This  impression  was  partly  owing  to  his  urgency  in  favor  of 
admitting  and  inviting  to  the  ministry  a  larger  class  for  whom 
an  extended  course  of  study  is  not  practicable.  It  was  natural 
that  he  should  seem,  in  the  warmth  of  his  advocacy  of  his 
favorite  idea,  to  disparage  a  regular  theological  training.  His 
language  occasionally  was  such  as  might  naturally  leave  this 
impression.  Thus,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Anderson,  he  says : — "  In 
this  country  Congregationalism  and  Presbyterianism  advocated 
a  learned  ministry.  They  did  not  increase  exoept  by  heredi- 
tary succession.  The  Baptists  began  on  the  other  principle, 
and  overrun  the  country  in  spite  of  all  opposition.  The 
Methodists  followed,  and  did  the  same  thing.  They  both  now 
are  aiming  at  a  learned  ministry,  and  they  are  standing  still, 
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except  in  new  parts  of  the  country  where  these  ideas  do  not 
prevail."*  In  reading  these  sentences,  one  is  tempted  to  ask 
whether  Dr.  Wayland  disapproves  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
fathers  of  New  England  to  have  an  educated  and  learned  min- 
istry? Whether  he  considers  them  mistaken  in  founding 
Harvard  and  Tale  Colleges  for  this  end  ?  Whether  their  suc- 
cess in  their  self  sacrificing  endeavor  has  brought  good  or  evil 
to  the  church  and  the  nation?  That  he  adds  the  remark  that 
he  has  "  of  course  no  objection  to  education  in  the  ministry," 
does  not  remove  the  impression  which  his  previous  w<^rds  are 
naturally  fitted  to  make.  Our  inference  from  the  experience 
of  the  several  denominations  to  which  he  adverts,  would  be 
that  while  an  educated  ministry  is  indispensable,  there  is  room 
in  the  pulpit  for  the  exercise  of  diverse  gifts,  and  that  the 
chnrch  does  well  in  employing  all  the  zeal  and  earnestness 
within  its  bounds  in  the  work  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel. 
While,  therefore,  we  believe  that  Dr.  Wayland  was  right  in 
his  main  principle  that  "  every  disciple  must  be  a  discipler," 
and  in  the  proposition  that  all  ministers  need  not  be  liberally 
edacated  or  receive  a  systematic  training  in  theology  ;  while 
we  think,  also,  that  his  efforts  to  impress  this  idea  on  the 
churches  were  timely  and  useful,  we  are  still  of  opinion  that, 
to  say  the  least,  he  sometimes  used  unguarded  language. 

Dr.  Wayland  complained  of  the  prevalent  style  of  preaching, 
that  it  is  too  discursive,  that  it  lacks  directness  and  simplicity, 
and  that  the  severe,  uncompromising  demand  of  the  Gospel 
upon  every  soul  is  either  left  in  the  background  or  veneered 
with  smooth  verbiage.  He  complained  that  fine  orations %re 
often  substituted  for  Gospel  sermons ;  that  the  philosophy  of 
Christianity  is  discussed,  while  the  direct  inculcation  of  Chris- 
tianity itself,  in  its  personal  bearing  on  the  hearers  immediately 
addressed,  is  neglected.  He  thought  that  he  discerned  a  ten- 
dency to  dress  up  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  in  a  garb  to  suit 
the  lovers  of  this  world.  A  spirit  of  accommodation,  he  be- 
lieved, was  operating  to  dull  the  edge  of  that  doctrine  which 
)&  adapted,  when  taught  in  its  naked  simplicity,  to  pierce 
the  conscience,  humble  the  soul  in  penitence,  and  bring  guilty 

♦  Vol  II ,  p.  826. 
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men  to  the  cross  of  Christ.     He  was,  also,  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that,  of  late,  pastoral  labor  has  been  either  given 
np  to  a  great  extent,  or  has  parted  with  its  religions  character, 
and  tnrned  into  an  intercourse  of  mere  friendship.    In  1857, 
in  consequence  of  a  request  to  fill  temporarily  the  place  of  a 
pastor  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Providence,  an  opportu- 
nity was  given  him  to  put  his  theories  in  practice.    The  record 
of  his  labors  for  eighteen  months  in  that  parish  present*  a  re- 
markable example  of  Christian  zeal  and  fidelity.    He  did  not 
confine  his  labors  to  the  pulpit,  but  went  from  house  to  house, 
conversing  with  every  family  on  the  subject  of  personal  re- 
ligion, and  following  the  men  who  could  not  be  met  at  home 
to  their  places  of  business.    The  very  sight  of  the  man  as  he 
moved  about  the  city,  engaged,  as  was  well  known,  in  urging 
the  claims  of  the  Gospel  upon  the  attention  of  the  people,  was 
itself  an   impressive  sermon.     The  weight  of  his  character, 
not  less  than  the  momentous  nature  of  the  message  he  bore, 
secured  for  him  everywhere  a  respectful  hearing.    Besides 
these  exertions,  Dr.  Wayland's  closing  years  were  largely  de- 
voted to  works  of  philanthropy,  such  as  teaching  in  the  prison 
at  Providence,  and  effecting  an  important  reform  in  that 
establishment.     In  every   humane    enterprise,   his    aid   was 
sought  and  efficiently  bestowed. 

We  shall  attempt  no  studied  estimate  of  the  qualities  and 
services  of  President  Wayland.  The  readers  of  the  Memoir 
will  naturally  vary  somewhat  in  their  judgments  concerning 
him,  according  as  they  sympathize,  or  fail  to  sympathize,  with 
the  guiding  principles  and  spirit  of  his  life.  It  is  obvious  that 
in  him  there  were  blended,  with  an  understanding  of  uncom- 
mon strength,  profound  moral  and  religious  sentiments ;  and 
that  these  elements  were  so  mixed  as  to  impart  a  singular  dig- 
nity and  elevation  to  his  character.  He  stood  intellectually 
midway  between  a  speculative,  metaphysical,  and  an  empir- 
ical cast  of  mind  ;  dwelling  in  a  region  of  principles,  yet  of 
principles  in  close  contact  with  practical  life.  A  muscular, 
manly  quality  belonged  to  his  thinking,  as  to  his  character. 
He  was  fitted  by  nature  to  be  a  leader  and  commander. 
Wherever  he  might  be,  he  would  be  acknowledged  as  a  man 
of  power.     He  will  hold  in  the  history  of  Brown  University, 
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and  in  the  hearts  of  its  graduates,  now   and   hereafter,  the 
same  rank  that  is  accorded  at  Yale  to  President  Dwight. 

The  literary  execution  of  the  Memoir  is  quite  satisfactory. 
The  sons  of  Dr.  Wayland  have  wisely  preferred  to  let  him 
speak  for  himself,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  and  have  added  to 
his  own  letters  and  reminiscences  the  recollections  and  testimo- 
nies of  his  pupils.    !N'one  of  the  "  pnpils,  parishioners,  and 
friends  "  of  Dr.  Wayland,  to  whom  the  biography  is  inscribed, 
will  find  it  either  too  long  or  deficient  in  interest.    In  the  case 
of  such  a  man,  it  is  right  to  construct  the  memoir  with  special 
reference  to  the  numerous  class  who  will  make  up  the  major 
part  of  its  readers,  and  others  who  stand  at  a  greater  distance 
have    the    liberty  of  omitting  what  they  do  not  desire  to 
read.    It  will  be  no  matter  of  surprise  if  persons  who  see 
little  to  honor  in  the  religious  earnestness  of  Dr.  Wayland, 
should  wish  that  his  biography  had  been  shorter ;  but,  to  our 
minds,  it  will  be  no  argument  either  against  the  Memoir  or 
the  subject  of  it,  should  they  fail  to  satisfy  the  taste  of  a  liter- 
ary pagan.    These  volumes  form  a  becoming  tribute  of  filial 
piety  towards  one  who  deserves  to  be  honorably  remembered, 
not  only  within  the  circle  of  his  own  family,  but  also  where- 
ever  exalted  worth,  both  intellectual  and  moral,  is  a  title  to 
respect.    Probably  there  are  special  aspects  of  Dr.  Way  land's 
noble  career  which  each  of  the  authors  of  this  biography  may 
have  been  better  qualified  to  depict  than  the  other ;  but  their 
combined  exertions  have  produced  a  full  and  faithful  portrait- 
ure of  his  public  work.    As  to  his  private  ]ife,  the  tenderness 
and  charm  that  belonged  to  him  in  the  domestic  circle,  and 
the  instructive   flow  of  his  familiar  conversation,  they  had 
only  to  draw  on  their  own  grateful  recollections.     We  feel 
sure  that  from  academical  teachers,  from  ministers  and  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry,  and  from  intelligent  laymen  who  are 
attracted   by  an  illustrious  example  of  Christian  excellence, 
and  in  particular  from  all  of  the  class  to  whom  the  Memoir  is 
dedicated,  it  will  receive  a  thankful  welcome.     The  formw 
students  of  Brown  University  will  take  pleasure  in  brighten- 
ing their  memory  of  a  venerated  instructor,  and  of  the  able 
band  of  professors  whom  he  called  around  him,  and  who  lent 
him  their  devoted  and  wise  cooperation. 
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Articlb  v.— the  conference  SYSTEM. 

One  of  the  distingaishing  featares  of  Congregationalism  is 
its  system  of  Chnrch  Conferences.  Although  of  comparatively 
recent  date,  they  exist  now  in  all  the  States  where  Congre- 
gational Churches  are  to  be  found,  and  their  influence  has  been 
most  happy  in  promoting  a  deeper  religious  life,  and  in  awak- 
ening a  new  interest  in  the  practical  duties  belonging  to 
churches  and  their  members.  Tliey  aflfbrd  a  much  needed  op- 
portunity for  Christian  intercourse  and  acquaintance,  and  lay 
the  foundation  for  mutual  confidence  and  cooperation.  In  these 
assemblies  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  churches  are 
brought  together  for  friendly  and  religious  conference,  and 
together  they  commune  concerning  what  may  make  for  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  Zion.  The  Conference  system  may  be 
justly  claimed  to  be  a  part  of  the  ecclesiastical  polity  of  Oon- 
gr^ationalism,  for  its  independence  of  all  legislative  control 
and  its  principles  of  church  fellowship  fit  the  denomination  in 
an  especial  manner  to  receive  and  profit  by  this  system.  The 
fact  that  Congregationalism  is  so  apostolic  in  its  character,  so 
natural  in  its  development,  is  the  reason  that  it  needs,  and  has 
no  other  formal  union  than  such  as  is  realized  through  the 
Oionference,  in  which  the  separate  churches  meet  together  as  one. 
It  is  an  outgrowth  from  the  churches ;  not  something  invented 
and  then  imposed  upon  them.  It  requires  no  pope,  or  bishop, 
or  presiding  elder  to  call  it  into  being.  Only  Christians  are 
needed;  and  these,  as  representing  die  membership  of  the 
chucches,  are  its  sole  constituency.  At  the  present  time 
the  nature  and  workings  of  this  system  are  being  scrutinized, 
with  a  view  to  calling  attention  to  some  of  its  salient  features, 
as  well  as  securing  for  it  a  wider  extension.  Its  adaptation  to 
the  wants  of  the  churches,  its  relation  to  the  new  forms  of 
Christian  activity  which  the  religious  condition  of  the  country 
has  made  necessary,  serve  to  invest  it  with  an  altogether  un- 
wonted importance.    The  system,  too,  needs  a  more  general 
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and  popular  appreciation,  that  it  may  reach  its  highest  pofi- 
sible  efficiency,  and  connect  itself  with  the  common  interests 
and  work  of  our  chmt^hes. 

\         rrs  ORiGiK. 

It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  onr  New  England  fathers  that 
the  churches  might  agree  and  act  together,  as  an  harmonious 
body,  as  a  friendly  and  faithful  brotherhood.  Such  desires 
foond  expression  as  early  as  the  Synod  of  1662.  The  general 
principle  asserted  was,  *'  that  there  is,  and  ought  to  be^  a  com* 
maniou  of  churches."  Acx^ordingly  the  above  Synod  defined 
that  ^  communion  "  to  be  "  the  faithful  improvement  accord- 
ing to  capacity  and  opportanity  of  the  gifts  of  Christ,  bestowed 
upon  them  for  His  service  and  glory,  and  their  mutual  good 
and  edification."  The  acts  of  communion,  it  declares  at  length, 
with  careful  scripture  proofs  cited,  are : 

I.  Hearty  care  and  prayer  one  for  another. 

U.  AfiTording  relief  by  communication  of  their  gifts  in  tem- 
poral or  spiritual  necessities. 

HL  Maintaining  unity  and  peace  by  giving  an  account,  one 
to  another,  df  their  public  actions  when  it  is  orderly  desired, 
and  strengthening  one  another  in  their  regular  administrations, 
as  in  special  by  a  concurrent  testimony  against  persons  justly 
censured,  &c. 

These  objects  it  was  thought  could  in  a  general  and  efiTectual 
way  be  accomplished  in  that  plan  of  stated  intercourse  termed 
Conference  of  Churches.  Further  objects  proposed  by  the 
same  Synod  intply  and  require  the  existence  of  Councils,  and 
hence  need  no  mention  here.  Even  previous  to  the  year  1662, 
the  subject  of  the  Communion  of  Churches,  exercised  in  some 
stated  permanent  way,  had  arrested  the  attention  of  the 
churches  at  large. .  Cotton's  name  stood  forth  conspicuous  in 
this  matter,  and  the  plan  he  proposed  is  substantially  the  one 
now  in  vogue.  Dr.  Increase  Mather,  some  time  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  in'  1652,  amended  Cotton's  plan,  and 
submitted  the  following  {vide  First  Principles  of  New  Eng.). 

1.  It  is  fit  that  the  number  of  churches  so  to  meet  be  regu- 
lated to  the  nearness  or  distance  of  churches,  and  as  other 
conveniences  or  inconveniences  shall  require. 
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%  For  the  times  of  meeting  it  may  seem  best  to  leave  it  to 
the  wisdom  of  each  society  of  chnrches,  to  meet  moi-e  frequently 
or  seldom  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

3.  Concerning  their  exercises,  it  is  meet  that  the  elders 
(ministers,  there  being  anciently  two  to  each  church),  where 
the  Conference  is  to  be  held,  should  choose,  with  the  consent 
of  the  church,  some  other  elder  as  they  see  best,  whom  they 
may  entreat  to  preach  at  their  meeting,  and  also  desire  some 
to  moderate  in  the  Conference,  and  agree  upon  such  questions 
as  they  see  fit,  three  or  four,  and  send  them  to  the  elders  of 
other  churches,  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  time  of  as- 
sembling. 

4.  For  the  ordering  of  the  time  it  may  be  fit  that  the  ser- 
mon should  end  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  after  it  the  Conference 
follow,  and  continue  so  long  as  shall  be  meet  and  reasonable. 

This,  in  the  main,  will  be  recognized  as  the  form  of  the  local 
or  county  Conferences  subsequently  adopted,  and  still  in  exist- 
ence. This  plan,  however,  of  Mather's  was  not  carried  out,  the 
churches  not  being  ripe  for  such  a  movement  as  this  contem- 
plated. Nevertheless  there  were  instances  where  neighboring 
churches  met  together  by  regularly  appointed  del^ates,  and 
spent  the  time  in  religious  Conference.  No  permanent  union 
for  this  end  was  as  yet  effected.  The  idea  was  before  the 
churches,  and  it  needed  only  fitting  time  and  feeling  to  con- 
summate what  had  been  so  early  proposed. 

We  come  down  to  1822,  when,  in  the  meeting  of  the  York 
County  (Maine)  Association  of  Ministers,  it  was  voted  that  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  body,  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  October,  all  ordinary  business  be  suspended;  and  that 
the  churches  in  connection  with  the  members  of  the  Association 
be  invited  to  appoint  one  delegate  to  unite  with  their  pastor 
in  attending.  The  object  of  this  yearly  meeting  was  declared 
to  be  "  the  union  and  prosperity  of  the  churches  in  this 
county."  This  Association  ot  churches  at  or  before  its  next 
annual  meeting  in  1823  adopted  the  name  of  the  York  Con- 
ference. In  Dec.  1822  representatives  from  the  churches  in 
Cumberland  County  (Maine)  met  and  organized  the  Cumber- 
land Conference.  Measures  were  soon  taken  to  have  the  vari- 
ous County  Conferences  combine  in  some  form,  which  was 
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effected  in  1826,  when  the  General  Conference  of  Maine,  with 
its  present  constitation,  was  organized.  This  was  the  first  of 
the  kind  in  the  country,  and  from  it  have  sprung  similar  Con- 
ferences in  other  States.  Several  District  Conferences  were 
formed  in  Massachusetts  as  early  as  1827,  but  no  State  Confer- 
ence till  1860.  '  The  Greneral  Association  of  New  Hampshire, 
established  in  1809,  became  all  but  in  name  aGteneral  Confer- 
ence, by  voting  in  1860  to  admit  lay  delegates  from  existing 
Conferences,  and  from  such  as  may  hereafter  be  organized.  The 
Oeoeral  Convention  of  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Minis- 
ters of  Vermont,  organized  in  1796,  amended  its  constitution  in 
1840,  80  as  to  adopt  its  present  name,  ^^  The  General  Conven- 
tion of  Congregational  Ministers  and  Churches  of  Vermont," 
and  admitted  lay  delegates  from  district  Conferences.  Previous 
to  this,  laymen  had  been  received  from  Consociations,  but  as 
the  latter  were  few  in  number,  only  a  very  small  lay  represen- 
tation was  thus  introduced.  In  1857  this  was  increased  by 
allowing  each  local  Conference  to  send  as  delegates  one  min- 
ister and  two  laymen.  While  the  Evangelical  Consociation  of 
fihode  Island,  which  was  organized  in  18('9,  and  was  supposed 
to  have  some  of  the  characteristics  of  a  Standing  Council, 
though  in  fact  it  had  not,  voted  in  1864  to  change  its  name 
to  that  of  the  Rhode  Island  Congregational  Conference. 

ITS   FOSIC 

The  different  Conferences  now  existing  in  the  several  States 
do  not  all  agree  in  their  particular  regulations  or  titles.  Having 
the  same  general  object,  they  are,  however,  with  various  modi- 
fications, governed  by  the  same  general  principles.  The  con- 
stitution of  each  states  the  number  of  delegates  who  shall  com- 
pose its  membership,  what  district  bodies  shall  elect  them,  the 
number  and  duties  of  its  officers,  the  time  of  annual  meeting, 
the  prominent  religious  exercises,  and  whatever  else  may  relate 
to  the  usefulness  and  permanency  of  the  Conference.  In  par- 
ticular, there  is  found  in  their  several  constitutions  an  Article 
disclaiming  all  legislative  or  judicial  authority  over  the 
churches.  This  is  true  of  both  local  and  general  Conferences. 
In  this  respect  they  differ  from  the  Consociation,  which 
is  a  sort  of  Standing  Council,  with  powers  of  a  decisive  and 
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authoritative  nature.  And  yet  the  Consociation  resembles  the 
District  Conference  in  having  a  constitution  and  a  like  con- 
stituency and  composition.  The  Conference  differs  again  from 
Ecclesiastical  Councils,  which  are  occasional  bodies  created  by 
letters  mi^ive,  and  called  together  for  some  specific  object, 
and  then  dissolving.  And  yet  the  latter  bear  some  likeness  to 
the  Conference,  in  that  lay  delegates  are  admitted. 

The  variety  in  the  form  of  these  General  Congregational 
bodies,  known  as  Conferences  or  Associations,  may  be  seen 
from  the  following  summary :  — 

1.  The  General  Conference  of  Maine  is  composed  of  dele- 
gates, both  lay  and  ministerial,  elected  solely  by  District  Con- 
ferences. 

2.  The  General  Association  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
General  Association  of  Massachusetts,  into  which  the  State 
Conference  has  just  been  merged,  after  an  existence  of  eight 
years,  and  the  General  Convention  of  Vermont,  are  each  made 
up  of  delegates  from  the  several  District  Associations  of  Minis- 
ters and  from  District  Conferences. 

8.  The  General  Conference  of  Connecticut,  organized  in 
November  last,  is  made  up  of  delegates  elected  by  ^'  the  several 
district  ecclesiastical  organizations  by  which  the  several 
churches  may  choose  to  be  represented ;  provided  that  no  two 
constituent  bodies  shall  represent  the  same  churches."  Thus  is 
left  happily  untouched  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Conso- 
ciations or  county  Conferences  shall  appoint  the  delegates.  And 
in  more  strict  agreement  with  the  principles  of  Congregation- 
alism it  attempts  no  division  of  these  into  lay  and  ministerial ; 
all  are  delegates  and  on  perfect  equality,  whether  they  are 
ministers  or  mere  members  of  the  churches.  The  ratio  of  re- 
presentation was  fixed  at  one  delegate  for  every  three  hundred 
church  members  resident  in  the  State. 

4.  The  General  Association  of  New  York  is  composed  of 
delegates  from  District  Associations  of  ministers,  ^nd  of  minia- 
terial  and  lay  delegates  from  district  organizations  represent- 
ing Congregational  Churches,  and  of  acting  Pastors,  and  ^one 
delegate  from  '^  any  Congregational  Church  assenting  to  the 
Confession  of  faith  of  this  body." 

5.  The  General  Conferences  of  the  States  of  Bhode  Island, 
Ohio,  and  Minnesota,  and  the  General  Associations  of  the 
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States  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  California,  Oregon, 
Misfionri,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska — also  the  Congregational 
TInion  of  Canada — are  severally  composed  of  ministers  and  lay- 
men appointed  by  particular  churches.  The  General  Presby- 
terian and  Congr^ational  Convention  of  Wisconsin  is  not 
ennraerated  among  the  organizations  embodying  the  principles 
and  objects  of  the  Conference  system,  because  it  assumes  to 
exercise  certain  judicial  functions  which  is  altogether  foreign 
to  this  system. 

These  State  organizations  are  for  all  practical  purposes  Gen- 
eral Conferences,  though  not  all  assume  that  name.  Their 
mode  of  constitution,  and  their  substantial  agreement  as  to  the 
essential  objects  of  their  existence,  authorize  their  being  con- 
sidered and  enrolled  as  Conferences.  Uniformity  in  the  title 
these  general  bodies  shall  bear  has  not  yet  been  attained,  be- 
cause in  many  instances  the  already  existing  ecclesiastical  or- 
ganizations are  retained,  but  so  ibodified  as  to  admit  the  lay 
element.  We  can  but  think  that  the  longer  continuance  of 
these  popularly  constituted  bodies  will,  for  the  sake  of  uni- 
formity and  increased  efficiency,  necessitate  the  adoption  of 
district  Conferences  as  the  most  appropriate  constituent  bodies. 
In  the  new  States  this  is  the  policy  that  is  being  pursued. 
Where  these  district  Conferences  do  not  exist,  they  will  be 
called  into  being,  and  their  direct  connection  with  the  General 
Conference  or  Association  will  give  them  permanency;  or 
rather  the  existence  of  the  former  will  make  these  last  a  neces- 
sity. It  has  all  along  been  owing  to  the  variety  and  number 
of  these  district  organizations  that  the  general  body  has  been 
80  differently  oonstituted.  Where  local  Conferences  exist,  as 
in  Maine,  there  the  representation  is  simple  and  systematic. 
But  where  Associations,  Consociations,  and  Conferences  are 
found  side  by  side,  the  difficulty  has  been  in  adopting  one  of 
these,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others,  as  .the  constituent  body. 
Practically,  however,  the  wants  of  the  churches  are  answered 
whenever  the  representatives  of  their  membership  are  brought 
into  these  State  organizations,  and  the  voice  of  the  churches 
is  heard  through  these  lay  delegates,  and  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities connected  with  church  life  are  impressed  upon 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


84  .  The  Conf^ence  System.  [Jan., 

them  60  that  they  go  back  with  enh'ghtened  and  quickened 
hearts  to  move  their  respective  churches  to  increased  activity 
and  life. 

ITS   POSITION. 

This  is  necessarily  both  a  central  and  an  important  one.  The 
Conference  system  constitutes  an  essential  part  of  our  general 
church  polity.  It  has  therefore  a  province  of  its  own,  and  ex- 
erts an  influence  peculiar  to  itself.  Its  position  relative  to 
other  bodies  is  not  antagonistic,  but  supplemental.  For  it  does 
not  contravene  the  necessity  for  Ministerial  Associations,  or 
Ecclesiastical  Councils.  These  have  each  their  own  separate 
functions,  and  the  Conference  can  never  assume  to  supersede 
them.  And  yet  it  takes  the  precedence  of  both  of  these  in 
general  importance  and  influence.  Not  confined  in  its  member- 
ship to  ministers,  it  has  a  wider  reach,  and  represents  a  broader 
constituency.  At  the  same  time  being  a  pennanent  organiza- 
tion, it  has  altogether  a  different  sphere  from  that  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Nor  can  the  Conference  be  regarded  as  a  supernumerary, 
a  needless  addition  to  the  number  of  meetings  which  the  min- 
isters and  members  of  the  churches  are  expected  to  attend.  It 
is  the  largest  popular  gathering  known  in  the  Congregational 
denomination,  and  in  this  respect  is  the  most  important.  It  is 
the  only  stated  representative  assembly  Congregationalism 
allows.  Its  position  is  therefore  first  among  all  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal organizations  comprehended  in  its  church  system.  Rela- 
tive to  the  people^  the  Conference  holds  the  same  place.  For 
it  is  so  constituted  that  every  church  may  be  intimately  con- 
nected with  it ;  and  to  its  deliberations  the  utmost  interest  will 
attach,  and  its  discussions  and  utterances  will  do  much  to 
secure  a  sound  Christian  sentiment  respecting  the  practical 
duties  of  the  day.  By  means  of  this  system,  the  churches  con- 
federated together  give  expression  to  their  wants ;  and  it  is 
therefore  the  only  agency  by  which  the  popular  Christian 
thought  and  purpose  can  find  a  voice;  The  common  life  in 
the  churches  is  by  the  means  of  the  Conference  concentrated, 
and  the  highest  moral  authority  is  given  to  all  the  measures  it 
sanctions,  for  building  up  the  Master's  kingdom.  Ko  other 
ecclesiastical  body  represents  so  much,  nor  combines  features 
of  such  immediate  and  universal  interest.     This  position  is 
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generally  being  conceded  to  the  Conference  system,  and  every- 
where it  is  becoming  recognized  as  foremost  in  importance. 
Inquiring  for  the  reason  of  this  prominence  and  power,  it  will 
be  found,  (1.)  In  its  practical  religions  influence.  It  claims 
DO  ecclesiastical  authority,  and  has  nothing  of  the  judicial  and 
l^slative  in  its  character,  as  is  true  of  the  Synods  and  Assem- 
blies of  other  Christian  sects.  It  holds  its  position  because  of 
the  earnest  spirit  it  awakens,  and  the  results  it  teaches.  (2.) 
In  its  agency  in  securing  harmony  of  action  between  the 
churches.  It  is  the  instrument  of  their  outward  union.  (3.) 
In  the  more  earnest  and  systematic  diffusion  of  Oospel  institu- 
tions within  the  limits  embraced,  which  it  aims  to  secure. 
This  gives  it  rank  above  all  the  other  stated  forms  of  church 
and  ministerial  association,  and  makes  the  Conference  system 
of  the  highest  consequence  to  the  churches. 

rrs  TENDENCY. 

(1.)  The  natnral  tendency  of  the  Conference  system  is  to 
tbeter  a  dioser fellowship  of  the  churches.  This,  in  fact,  is  one  of 
its  principal  objects.  It  therefore  arrays  itself  against  that  bald 
Independency  which  was  once  confounded  with  Congregation- 
alism. The  Conference  is  the  outgrowth  of  fellowship,  is  one 
of  the  chief  organs  of  that  fellowship.  If  it  had  no  other  effect 
than  the  maintenance  of  a  visible  union  of  churches  organized 
in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament,  this 
woald  be  a  sufficient  vindication  of  its  existence.  No  agency 
so  effectively  promotes  and  provides  for  this  practical  fellow- 
ship in  doctrine  and  labor  as  the  Conference.  With  no  judicial 
assumptions,  it  unites  the  churches  in  a  oneness  of  spirit  and 
purpose  which  must  augment  their  individual  prosperity  and 
power.  This  intercommunion  of  the  churches  is  essential  for 
a  regulated  and  useful  church  life.  It  prevents  that  isolation 
and  s^regation  of  churches,  which  would  reduce  them  to 
separate  societies,  acknowledging  none  of  the  duties  of  cour- 
tesy or  communion.  The  best  practicable  method  of  true 
church  fellowship  is  found  in  the  Conference  system.  By  it 
the  churches  are  brought  into  most  fraternal  relations,  are  made 
acquainted  with  each  other's  wants  and  condition,  and  are  quick- 
ened by  the  interchange  of  thought  and  feeling.     We  cannot, 
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therefore,  aflfbrd  to  be  indifferent  to  a  system,  the  direct  tend- 
ency of  which  is  to  emphasize  and  enforce  church  fellowship. 
For  this  is  not  only  a  cardinal  feature  in  the  polity  of  the  Conajre- 
gational  Churches,  but  is  the  source  of  their  greatest  strength 
as  a  denomination.  Fellowship  is  a  duty  as  well  as  a  power, 
and  to  this  the  Conference  system  gives  completest  expression, 
and  for  it  makes  the  amplest  provision.  The  dream  of  visible 
unity  is  through  it  realized,  for  it  unites  churches,  in  them- 
selves distinct  and  complete,  into  a  fellowship  which  makes  the 
many — one. 

(2.)  Another  tendency  is  to  a  more  comprehensive  and 
earnest  church  activity.  The  Conference  is  the  agency  through 
which  the  churches,  by  it  brought  into  fellowship,  coope- 
rate in  advancing  the  Master's  cause.  While  each  church  is 
responsible  for  its  own  local  field,  it  needs  to  confederate 
together  with  others  of  like  faith  and  polity,  to  undertake  for 
destitute  sections,  and  to  engage  in  some  systematic  effort  to 
reach  the  neglected  portion  of  the  population.  By  means  of 
public  discussion  and  addresses  before  these  general  Congre- 
gational bodies,  the  movements  of  public  opinion  can  be 
affected,  and  currents  of  sentiment  may  be  created  which  will 
be  helpful  to  individual  churches.  The  best  practical  wisdom 
of  both  ministers  and  laymen  will,  through  them,  be  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  the  great  questions  of  home-evangeliza- 
tion. The  benevolent  operations  of  the  day  will  thus  be 
presented  to  the  churches,  and  the  interest  attaching  to  them 
thrill  the  hearts  of  Christians.  The  inevitable  tendency  of  such 
earnest  religious  conference  as  our  system  contemplates  must 
be  to  bring  into  prominence  matters  of  universal,  and  perma- 
nent interest.  Commissions  on  popular  christianization  will 
result  from  these  gatherings.  The  experience  of  the  past  has 
shown  US,  that  nothing  so  tends  to  increase  the  activity  of  the 
separate  churches,  and  systematize  the  work  they  have  in  com- 
mon to  do,  as  these  general  Conferences.  From  them,  in 
many  of  the  States,  have  sprung  the  movement  to  realize  a 
more  thorough  home-evangelization.  In  Massachusetts  this 
subject  as  had  imparted  to  it  through  its  State  Conference  an 
altogether  new  importance ;  and  its  committee,  together  with 
their  efficient  secretary,  has  systematized  this  home  work,  and 
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aroused  the  chnrches  to  enter  upon  it  by  their  practical 
recommendations  to  them.  A  like  result  is  attained  in  refer- 
ence to  the  subjects  of  Sabbath  Schools  and  Temperance.  The 
assembling  together  of  the  representatives  of  the  churches 
creates  the  body  and  the  opportunity  for  the  consideration  of 
plans  of  labor  and  questions  of  duty.  There  is  in  this  way 
infused  into  the  churches  a  new  sense  of  responsibility,  and 
ihey  are  led  to  feel  more  deeply  the  necessity  for  earnest  and 
united  effort.  Christian  Conference  is  required  to  develop  both 
the  necessities  and  best  methods  of  Christian  labor.  By  it  the 
benefits  of  the  common  experience  and  the  common  wisdom 
can  most  widely  be  diffused.  The  tendency  of  the  Confer- 
ence system  in  this  respect  can  be  seen  in  Maine.  The  delib- 
erations of  its  general  Conference  are  in  the  highest  degree  both 
instructive  and  quickening.  From  it  originate  the  suggestions 
which  the  churches  eagerly  take  up  and  realize ;  by  it  are  foster- 
ed or  contrived  all  the  movements  which  require  united  action 
on  the  part  of  the  churches.  Its  Home  Missionary  and  educa- 
tional interests  are  connected  with  this  Conference,  and  its 
annual  meetings  are  felt  in  every  part  of  the  State.  In  fact, 
the  tendency  of  the  system  everywhere  is  to  secure  commu- 
nity of  interest  and  cooperative  effort  among  the  churches. 
And  as  through  it  alone  they  are  confederated  for  purely 
religious  ends,  so  only  by  this  system  can  such  a  spirit  and 
activity  be  generated  as  will  enable  each  church  to  do  its 
part,  and  in  connection  with  others  to  engage  in  comprehen- 
sive work  for  promoting  a  universal  christianization  of  the 
people. 

(3.)  Still  another  tendency  of  the  system  we  are  consider- 
ing is  to  secure  a  higher  position  and  wider  usefvlness  for  the 
lay-element  in  the  churches.  The  earlier  general  ecclesiastical 
organizations  of  New  England  were  composed  exclusively  of 
niinisters.  Tliey  exercised  a  kind  of  supervision  over  the 
churches,  and  undertook,  as  the  General  Association  of  Con- 
necticut has  done,  to  discuss  the  practical  questions  which 
grew  out  of  their  wants  and  condition.  But  by  these  dis- 
cussions little  popular  interest  was  excited.  Tlie  latent 
jealousy  of  ministerial  bodies,  which  has  always  existed,  pre- 
vents tlieir  affecting  to  any  great  extent  the  hearts  of  those 
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connected  with  the  churches.  The  Conference  Bystem,  on 
the  contrary,  aims  to  bring  out  the  lay-element,  and  by  giving 
it  a  place  and  part  in  the  religious  assemblies  for  which  it 
provides,  to  secure  for  these  a  more  popular  character  and  in- 
fluence. Accordingly  laymen  are  made  to  divide  the  respon- 
sibility in  these  meetings  with  the  ministers.  Their  counsel 
and  support  are  sought  in  all  the  plans  and  questions  which 
come  before  the  General  Conferences  or  Associations.  The 
work  devolving  upon  the  churches  they  are  led  to  believe  is  their 
work.  And  while  they  contribute  of  their  practical  wisdom 
and  zeal  to  the  deliberations  of  these  bodies,  they  in  turn  are 
more  directly  interested  and  impressed.  They  carry  back  to 
the  churches  the  spirit  and  wisdom  obtained  at  these  gather- 
ings, and  the  churches  are  brought  in  this  way  into  sympathy 
with  the  purposes  of  these  last,  and  feel  more  as  if  they  had 
been  represented  in  them.  It  is  the  voice  of  the  churches  for 
which  this  system  seeks  to  gain  expression,  and  when  this  is 
heard  through  delegates  chosen  from  its  own  ranks,  it  cannot 
fail  to  command  attention.  Moreover,  we  are  living  in  times 
when  every  Christian  man  is  summoned 'to  engage  in  some 
form  of  personal  labor  for  the  Master,  and  the  tendency  of  the 
Conference  system  is  to  deepen  this  obligation,  and  give  the 
best  direction  to  this  activity.  Its  influence  is  educational. 
It  develops  the  proper  spheres  of  personal  efibrt,  incites  the 
most  capable  to  engage  therein,  and  tends  to  associate  such 
personal  workers  together,  so  that  their  exertions  will  be  more 
widely  useful.  Lay-preaching,  individual  labor  in  Sabbath 
Schools,  Christian  visitation — such  are  the  methods  of  worky 
which  at  present  are  being  pressed  upon  Christian  laymen. 
And  the  Conference  system  has  done  no  small  part  in  teaching 
us  the  worth  of  every  disciple  of  Jesus,  and  the  good  •  he  can 
do  to  others  in  the  name  of  the  church,  if  only  he  can  be  in- 
duced to  attempt  it.  Bishop  Clark  declared  at  the  recent 
Pan-Anglican  Council,  that  the  Episcopalians  in  America 
were  the  firet  to  perceive  the  importatice  and  value  of  intro- 
ducing the  laity  into  their  annual  Conferences.  But  they  now 
form  a  constituent  part,  as  we  have  shown,  in  all  the  general 
bodies  of  our  denomination.  They  have  been  benefited  by 
this  arrangement,  while  their  presence    has    given  greater 
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popolar  interest  to  these  assemblies,  as  well  as  served  to  bring 
the  latter  into  closer  sympathy  with  the  churches.  The  objects 
provided  by  the  Conference  system  made  it  neceasary  to  have 
ky-representatives,  and  the  result  has  been  that  a  greater 
activity  and  earnestness  have  been  developed  on  the  part  of  the 
laity.  The  latter,  by  this  system,  are  being  taught  that  they 
are  the  guardians  and  educators  in  part  of  the  unconverted 
masses,  and  a  position  consequent  upon  such  serious  responsi- 
bilities is  provided  for  them  in  it  The  conviction  is  spreading 
that  laymen  must  be  set  to  the  work  of  personally  extend- 
ing the  Gospel,  and  the  great  incentive  to  such  labors  comes 
from  the  appalling  destitution  that  the  gathered  statistics 
show  to  be  existing,  and  comes,  too,  from  the  meeting  in  fra- 
ternal sympathy,  and  for  Christian  counsel,  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  other  churches.  It  is,  too,  the  Conference  system 
which  tends  to  bring  out  the  best  workers,  and  to  inspire  them 
with  increased  devotion.  Their  voices  mingling  with  those  of 
like  spirit,  in  prayer  and  exhortation,  are  never  lost,  and  it  is 
the  popular  element  this  system  develops  which  we  need  to 
enlist  in  active  support  of  all  the  schemes  of  Christian  effort. 
This  system,  making  more  prominent  and  useful  the  lay-mem- 
bership of  the  church,  carries  thus  its  own  recommendation. 

(4.)  Yet  another  tendency  of  the  system  is  to  generate  a 
deeper  epiritual  life  in  the  churches.  The  object  of  the 
system,  as  already  shown,  is  to  benefit  the  churches.  Hence 
the  collection  of  religious  statistics  which  it  contemplates,  the 
strengthening  of  the  ties  of  Christian  sympathy,  the  spiritual 
character  of  these  yearly  gatherings,  all  tend  to  produce  a 
direct  religions  impression  on  the  churches.  The  harvest  of 
good  resulting  from  attendance  upon  these  meetings  cannot 
be  overestimated.  This  system  tends  to  draw  out  the  religious 
feeling  latent  in  the  churches,  and  to  send  back  through  the 
representatives  of  the  same  a  wave  of  spiritual  interest  which 
shall  affect  all  hearts.  The  annual  meetings  of  these  General 
Conferences,  in  many  of  the  States  where  they  are  firmly 
established  and  have  undivided  right  to  the  whole  field,  are 
looked  forward  to  with  eargerness,  are  attend^d  by  large  num- 
bers, and  are  seasons  of  rare  spiritual  enjoyment.  They  are 
the  religious  feast  days  of  the  churches.    Their  exercises  are 
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Buch  as  not  only  profit  those  present,  but  interest  all  who  hear 
or  read  acconnts  of  the  same. 

In  the  State  of  Maine,  which  is  still  the  model  in  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  development  of  this  system,  the  General  Conference 
is  the  great  religions  assembly  of  the  year.  A  profound  in- 
terest is  awakened  in  respect  to  it  in  all  parts  of  the  State ; 
and  if  is  not  infrequently  followed  by  revivals  and  religious 
refreshings.  No  more  effective  agency  can  be  found  by  which 
to  inspire  in  the  churches  a  more  earnest  piety.  And  every 
State  needs  the  Conference  system  in  order  to  be  stirred  as  by 
the  pulsations  of  one  religious  heart,  to  have  its  churches 
quickened  by  the  spiritual  communion  it  fosters,  to  be  charged 
witli  a  holy  zeal  such  as  it  tends  to  excite.  Let  any  one  seri- 
ously consider  the  influence  of  a  system  which  brings  the 
churches  of  a  State  or  County,  through  their  representatives, 
into  Conference  concerning  things  pertaining  to  their  life  and 
duty,  which  provides  for  the  earnest  discussion  of  questions  of 
common  interest,  which  gathers  them  in  oneness  of  spirit  about 
the  Lord's  Table,  which  gives  opportunity  to  kindred  bodies 
of  believers  to  present  their  Christian  salutations,  which  maps 
out  before  thpm  the  religious  condition  of  every  church  em- 
braced within  the  limits  named,  which  brings  home  to  them 
their  responsibility  for  extending  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and 
moves  them  to  activity  by  every  motive  drawn  from  the  neces- 
sities of  man  and  the  goodness  of  God, — and  can  he  think  of  any- 
thing more  likely  to  intensify  the  spiritual  life  in  these  churches, 
anything  so  calculated  to  quicken  their  faith  and  zeAl.  The 
testimony  is  most  ample  on  this  point;  and  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son, then  for  this  alone  we  need  the  Conference  system.  These 
late  Christian  Conventions  which  have  been  held  in  different 
parts  of  our  country  have  this  tendency  in  common  with  our 
system  to  arouse  in  the  churches  a  more  earnest  life.  The 
Conference  system,  however,  does  this  continuously,  while  its 
existence  and  farther  extension  carry  the  promise  that  this 
will  be  increasingly  its  tendency.  By  it  the  popular  heart  can 
be  most  effectively  reached,  and  its  blessed  influence  in  help- 
ing the  churches  to  a  pure  life,  will  become  each  year  still 
more  apparent. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  The  Conference  System.  91 

THB  OBLIGATIONB  IT  DCPOfiSS. 

Connected  with  the  Conference  syBtem  are  certain  personal 
obligations  which  need  to  be  recognized  and  discharged  before 
it  can  becoTne  as  practically  effective  for  good  as  is  possible. 
Churches  and  individual  Christians  owe  to  this  system  a  cordial 
support.  For  inasmuch  as  it  is  dependent  upon  them,  it  must 
grow  feeble,  and  ultimately  fail  whenever  their  support  is  with- 
held. Church  members  and  ministers  must  think  it  no  waste 
of  time,  nor  beneath  them,  to  gather  with  glowing  hearts  at 
the  meetings  of  these  Conferences.  The  idea  of  communion 
and  fellowship  to  which  it  leads  should  be  accepted  not  merely 
as  theoretically  correct,  but  as  of  great  practical  utility.  The 
cooperative  union  in  the  Master's  cause,  which  it  seeks  to  re- 
alize, must  also  be  held  as  of  signal  importance.  Every  church 
is  apt  to  be  so  occupied  with  its  own  wants  and  condition  as 
to  be  unmindful  of  the  relations  it  sustains  to  others,  and  to 
neglect  the  duties  which  grow  out  of  this  connection  with 
those  of  like  faith  and  order  within  the  limits  of  County  or 
State.  ITaturally  there  is  little  enough  of  sympathy  between 
churches  in  the  city  and  those  in  the  country.  There  is  even 
an  undifignised  indifference  on  the  part  of  some  churches  as  to 
all  those  obligations  to  which  our  doctrine  of  fellowship  gives 
rise.  The  Conference  system,  it  will  be  observed,  purposely 
disclaims  all  ecclesiastical  authority,  and  plants  itself  upon  the 
simple  and  essential  aim  of  inciting  to  a  more  elevated  piety, 
and  of  stimulating  Christians  to  increased  activity,  in  order  that 
the  churches  may  cordially  unite  together  for  the  realization  of 
these  common  ends.  In  States  where  the  system  has  not  been 
in  long  or  very  successful  existence,  there  is  a  latent  scepticism 
as  to  its  expediency  or  benefit.  In  New  Hampshire  and  Con- 
necticut there  has  been  a  strong  attachment  to  the  older  Gene- 
ral Association,  from  which  lay  representatives  were  excluded. 
But  in  both  States  this  system  has  at  length  found  admission, 
and  has  already  begun  to  yield  the  fruits  claimed  for  it.  If 
we  believe  in  it,  as  consonant  with  the  spirit  and  principles  of 
Congr^ationalism,  then  we  should  personally,  and  through  our 
churches,  secure  for  it  such  development  as  will  assure  to  us  its 
best  results.     Every  church  should  manifest  a  personal  interest 
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in  the  Local  and  General  Conference  meetings,  every  minister 
should  contribute  whatever  he  can  individually  to  increase  the 
life  and  influence  of  both.  And  this  will  call  for  not  merely  an 
assent  to  what  these  propose  to  accomplish,  but  an  earnest 
cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  in  realizing  those  aims. 
Largely,  too,  is  this  system  dependent  upon  laymen  for  its  effi- 
ciency, and  it  will  therefore  require  from  them  persona)  interest 
and  support.  Frequent  intercourse  with  other  Christians,  in 
which  the  very  best  feelings  of  the  heart  and  conceptions  of  the 
mind  are  evoked,  will  prepare  them  to  exert  a  happy  influence 
over  men  of  the  world.  By  the  Conference  system  they  are 
brought  into  Christian  acquaintance  and  intercourse  with  each 
other.  The  grasp  of  the  friendly  hand,  the  sight  of  familiar 
faces,  the  exchange  of  thought,  the  rehearsal  of  religious  expe- 
rience, the  making  of  new  acquaintances — break  in  pleasantly 
npon  the  monotony  of  life,  and  help  them  out  of  the  old  and  fast 
growing  ruts.  Such  assemblies  will  keep  our  business  men — 
immersed  in  secular  pursuits — from  forgetting  the  personal 
claims  of  Christ  upon  them,  and  the  necessity  there  is  for  their 
engaging  individually  in  some  form  of  religions  labor. 

On  the  whole  we  should  remember  that  this  is  but  the  de- 
velopment in  one  direction  of  Congregational  church  polity, 
and  we  cannot  be  true  to  this,  and  advance  successfully  the 
Master's  work,  if  we  treat  the  Conference  system  with  indiffer- 
ence, or  concede  to  it  only  a  feeble  support.  Procuring  for  us 
a  visible  church  union  with  the  utmost  local  freedom,  renounc- 
ing all  constraint,  and  relying  on  spiritual  forces  for  its  success, 
this  Conference  system  is  worthy  of  the  place  and  part  that  have 
been  accorded  to  it.  On  the  ministers  and  members  of  Con- 
gregational Churches  will  rest  the  obligation  of  making  this  sys- 
tem the  great  means  of  securing  church  fellowship,  of  promoting 
a  more  fervent  Christian  life,  and  of  building  up  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom. 
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Abucle  VI.— COINCroENCES  RESPECTING  SLAVERY. 

Thb  startling  events  in  favor  of  the  colored  race  in  the 
United  States  have  led  us  to  inquire  whether  European  nations 
have  been  dealt  with  upon  principles  at  all  analogous.  To  go 
DO  further  back  than  1776,  are  there  indications  that  their  pro- 
gress in  liberty  and  general  prosperity  has  been  measured  by 
tbeir  willingness  to  do  justice  to  the  enslaved  Africans  under 
their  charge  %  Have  they  been  allowed  to  secure  for  them- 
selves great  advantages  without  doing  something  essential  for 
the  benefit  of  the  slave  ;  either  putting  an  end  to  the  trade  in 
slaves,  emancipating  them,  or  incurring  expense  for  their  future 
advantage  t  There  are,  at  least,  some  curious  coincidences 
which  we  will  briefly  point  out. 

Take  England,  for  example :  she  was  interested  in  the  slave 
trade  from  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  steadily,  persistently.  No 
substantial  effort  was  made  to  abolish  it  until  Wilberforce  and 
his  friends  b^an  the  work  in  1790,  and  completed  it  in  1806. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  entirely  safe  to  say  that  England 
lost  her  American  colonies  as  a  penalty  for  her  adherence  to 
the  slave  trade,  but  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  she  forced 
slavery  upon  them,  and  refused  to  allow  them,  or  her  West 
India  Islands,  to  check  the  slave  trade ;  and  this  was  a  recog- 
nized grievance  stated  at  large  in  the  declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. It  is  also  worth  noticing  how  resistlessly  England  was 
drawn  into  the  French  Revolution,  with  hardly  an  interval 
for  breathing ;  how  fruitlessly  she  carried  on  the  war,  through 
four  coalitions  against  Napoleon,  until  she  had  cleared  her 
skirts,  in  1806,  by  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  successful  campaigns  of  Wellington  in  Spain  ;  then 
Waterloo,  the  result  of  the  fifth  coalition. 

True  the  main  work  of  the  French  Revolution  was  the 
abolition  of  White  serf-hood,  not  African  slavery,  and  in  Eng- 
land white  serf-hood,  and  other  remnants  of  the  feudal  times, 
had  passed  away  more  than  a  hundred  years ;  there  was  no 
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obvious  reason  why  England  shonld  be  so  mnch  complicated 
in  this  French  Eevolution,  commencing  in  1789,  and  ending 
in  1815  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  If  there  is  any  penal  charac- 
ter to  be  ascribed  to  England's  share  in  our  Bevolution  or 
the  French,  the  penalty  is  by  no  means  a  slight  one  that  she 
paid. 

Again :  England  had  no  success  in  breaking  up  the  white 
slave  trade  of  Algiers  until  1816,  ten  years  after  she  herself 
had  abolished  the  slave  trade.  This  captivity  of  white  men, 
in  Algiers  and  other  countries  of  Northern  Africa,  continued 
to  be  the  standing  terror  of  Europe,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  At  times  captives  were  taken  from  the 
shores  of  England,  and  hurried  through  France  to  these  Afri- 
can prisons.  The  first  expedition  of  England  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, after  the  Crusades,  was  in  1620,  dgainst  these  pirates, 
but  it  was  unsuccessful.  Blake,  in  1655,  under  Cromwell, 
bombarded  Algiers ;  and  Cromwell  gave  out  the  next  year  that 
peace  was  concluded  with  the  "  Pagan  nations,"  but  this  was 
merely  temporary.  Bishop  Kenn,  author  of  the  "Evening 
Hymn,"  was  chaplain  to  an  English  expedition  on  those  coasts 
in  the  year  1685 ;  through  the  eighteenth  century  the  Alge- 
rines  were  the  means  of  awaking  nearly  all  the  pity  that  was 
awakened  in  Europe  or  America  for  men  in  captivity,  but  it 
seemed  impossible  to  reach  them.  At  length  the  United 
States,  after  paying  tribute  through  Washington's  administra- 
tion, beat  them  in  1804;  and  Lord  Exmonth  in  1816,  in  behalf 
of  England. 

It  will  tend  to  confirm  our  views  of  the  influential  nature  of 
the  black  man's  interests  if  we  notice  again  what  occurred  im- 
mediately after  the  French  Revolution.  For  some  reason  Eng- 
land entered  at  once  upon  her  expiatory  work.  From  being 
the  enslaver  of  the  black  man,  doing  her  full  share  in  trans- 
porting the  hundred  million  of  slaves  from  Africa,  she  became 
forthwith  his  efficient  friend. 

Looking  over  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  in  1815,  we  find  boun- 
daries settled,  rivers  opened,  trade  regulated  for  European 
States,  but  nothing  in  favor  of  human  liberty,  until  we  reach 
the  clause,  inserted  at  England's  suggestion  at  the  close  of  the 
instrument,  abolishing  the  slave  trade :  a  very  different  clause 
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from  the  one  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  a  hundred  years 
before,  when  the  Sovereigns  imagined  they  had  secured  the  per- 
petuity of  the  trade. 

Again,  at  Leybach  and  Yerona,  1816  and  1817,  the  interests 
of  the  colored  man  receive  attention.  Following  up  this  be- 
gioDing  in  behalf  of  her  humble  client,  England,  in  twenty 
years,  made  twenty-three  treaties  on  the  subject  with  European 
nations;  with  African  powers  sixty-five  treaties ;  the  first  with 
Madagascar,  in  1817,  which  has  been  faithfully  observed.  To 
keep  the  faithless  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  and  French  to  the 
mark,  she  has  kept  a  fleet  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  at  an 
expense  of  nearly  one  million  pounds  per  annum,  and  she  has 
supported  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  at  a  further  eicpense  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum.  By  such  expendi- 
tures, to  say  nothing  of  Niger  expeditions  and  other  explorations 
of  the  interior  of  Africa,  England  has  testified  her  repentance 
for  the  enslaving  of  the  black  man,  and  her  desire  to  make 
reparation. 

While  England  is  thus  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the  black 
man  abroad  we  notice  a  curious  interdependence  between  it 
and  English  liberty  at  home.  Wilberforce  and  his  friends, 
after  1806,  strove  in  vain  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  slaves 
in  the  West  Indies,  with  the  aid  of  the  planters;  until  1825 
tliey  had  no  thoughts  of  emancipation ;  finding  they  could 
make  no  headway  in  this  direction,  they  gave  their  infiuenoe 
to  the  Beform  Bill  of  1832,  when  legal,  municipal,  and  social 
reforms  fiowed  apace.  Among  the  first  fruits  of  retbrm  was 
the  Emancipation  Act,  3  and  4  Wm.  lY.,  giving  freedom  to 
the  West  Indies,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1834,  at  an  expense  of 
twenty  million  pounds  sterling. 

If  England,  thus  far  in  our  examination,  has  been  dealt  with 
on  princples  analogous  to  those  that  have  marked  our  own  his- 
tory, how  has  it  been  ynXhJFrcmcef 

Cochin,  the  latest  and  most  exact  writer  on  slavery  and 
emancipation — ^himself  a  Catholic  and  a  Frenchman — ^notices 
with  sadness  that  the  year  1685,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV*, 
was  distinguished  by  the  black  code  and  the  revocation  of  the 
edict  of  Kantes.  This  combination  of  bad  laws  set  back  the 
progress  of  France,  and  made  her  revolution  peculiarly  violent. 
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It  is  strange  to  see  Lafayette,  Mirabeau,  Petion,  Taleyrand,  and 
Brissot,  in  the  very  first  year  of  its  outbreak,  affiliating  with 
Wilberforce  and  his  friends  for  the  abolition  of  African  slavery ; 
and  later;  making  Wilberforce,  Tom  Paine,  and  Anacharsis 
Cloote  citizens  of  France  on  the  same  day  in  the  year,  1792. 
By  some  instinct  of  justice  or  expediency  emancipation  was 
decreed  in  1794,  and  St.  Domingo  temporarily  freed;  but 
Kapoleon,  in  1S02,  reestablished  slavery  and  the  slave  trade, 
on  which  France  had  been  paying  a  premium  from  1784  to 
1792.  Without  ascribing  too  much  to  the  spasmodic  decrees 
of  the  revolutionists,  or  to  Buonaparte's  proclamation,  during 
the  hundred  days^  abolishing  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  it 
will  be  enough  if  we  attribute  to  the  Revolution  the  solid  work 
of  breaking  up  white  servitude  in  France  and  Catholic  Europe 
generally,  retarded  as  it  had  been  by  Romish  influence  since 
1685. 

The  Bourbons,  from  1815,  endeavored  to  help  neither  whites 
nor  black,  and  they  were  driven  away  in  1830.  After  the 
three  days'  revolution  of  1 830,  which  gave  the  kingdom  to 
Louis  Philip,  attempts  were  made  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  slaves  by  special  laws,  with  the  slaveholders'  consent,  very 
much  as  the  English  had  done  from  1806  to  1825.  Emanci- 
pation was  urged  by  their  best  men,  Montalembert,  De  Broglie, 
De  Tocqueville ;  but  all  in  vain.  The  Court,  unwilling  to 
disoblige  the  planters,  hesitated  between  immediate  emanci- 
pation, deferred  but  simultaneous  emancipation,  and  progre^ 
sive  emancipation.  But  no  sooner  had  Louis  Philipe  fled 
in  February,  1848,  than  emancipation  was  completed.  The 
Act  of  March  4,  1848,  gave  the  owners  indemnity  in  part  out 
of  a  fund  of  twelve  million  francs,  after  the  example  of  Eng- 
land in  1833,  which  had  made  a  great  impression  upon  the 
French  people. 

Looking  at  France  since  1776  it  may  be  said,  at  least,  that 
the  black  man's  cause  has,  by  some  means,  been  advanced  step 
by  step,  and  almost  abreast,  of  the  white  mto's  cause. 

Countries  like  Spain  and  Portugal,  that  cling  to  slavery, 
have  had  a  suggestive  history ;  laying  at  least  a  foundation  for 
our  impression  that  France  and  other  European  countries,  ac- 
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tive  heretofore  in  enslaving  the  African,  have,  like  the  United 
States,  not  escaped  the  penalties. 

Spain,  after  farming-ont  the  slave  trade  from  the  beginning 
of  the  sixteenth  centnrj  to  varions  parties  (England  had  it 
from  1713  to  1743),  still  continues  the  traflSc,  and  allows  her 
Govemor-Qeneral  of  Cuba  an  ounce  of  gold  per  head,  for  all 
slaves  imported  there.  In  the  year  1852  so  insecnre  did  she 
feel,  that  she  attempted  to  obtain  from  England,  France,  and 
the  United  States  the  guaranty  of  Cuba;  insisting  at  the  same 
time  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  were  necessary  to  her  ex- 
istence. 

If  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  past  have  escaped  ruin,  which 
is  quite  a  problem,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  can  go 
on  with  impunity  where  France  and  England  have  felt  obliged 
to  amend  their  ways ;  where  Russia,  not  chargeable  with  Afri- 
can slavery,  but  urged  by  the  lessons  of  the  Crimean  War,  and 
by  the  general  instinct  of  self-preservation,  has  manumitted 
her  serfs  by  the  decree  of  September  24th,  1858. 

If  we  trace  the  history  of  the  United  States  we  shall  find  that, 
nolens  volens^  she  has  from  the  first  been  obliged  to  aid  in  lift- 
ing the  colored  race.  At  the  revolution  we  were  compelled  to 
inscribe  on  our  banner  *^  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,"  and 
we  have  never  been  released  from  the  grasp  of  that  motto. 
Immediately  on  the  close  of  the  revolution  matters  were  shaped, 
as  it  were,  for  obtaining  the  freedom  of  all  mankind,  more 
especially  the  ultimate  freedom  of  the  black  race.  The  slave 
trade  was  early  abolished;  the  New  England  and  Middle 
States  became  free ;  and  the  ordinance  of  freedom  was  extended 
north  and  west  of  the  Ohio. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  by  arrange- 
ments dating  back  from  1776,  we  are  found  rendy  to  enter  the 
field  and  carry  on  to  advantage  the  contest  in  behalf  of  man- 
kind. Before  the  war  closed  the  black  man  is  converted  into 
a  freeman  and  a  soldier ;  after  the  war  closes,  so  thoroughly  is 
his  interest  linked  with  our  own  interest  that  we  are  obliged 
to  give  him  the  ballot,  and  make  him  a  juryman  and  witness 
— privileges  which  were  considered  incompatible  with  his  con- 
dition in  the  English  colonies  in  1825;  privileges  that  we 
should  have  withheld  from  him  in  any  other  exigency. 
VOL.  xxvn.  7 
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Ab  we  look  o\rer  the  whole  subject,  and  see  how  the  interests  of 
this  poor  man  have  been  obviously  cared  for ;  how  he  has  a  Lofty 
Friend  who  has  apparently  hindered  the  white  man  in  France 
and  England,  and  the  United  States  (and  where  else  we  have 
not  time  now  to  consider)  from  obtaining  his  full  rights  until 
he  has  first  reinstated  the  black  man,  in  a  measure,  in  his 
rights ;  we  are  inclined  to  make  other  inquiries  respecting  the 
dark  parts  of  history : — to  ask  whether  this  matter  of  slavery, 
white  in  former  times,  black  since  the  sixteenth  century,  may 
not  be  employed,  as  a  key,  quite  as  good  as  others  that  have 
been  employed  to  explain  and  account  for  Divine  favors  be- 
stowed upon  a  large  scale.  Bepublican  and  monarchical  forms 
of  government.  Catholic  and  Protestant  institutions,  have  had 
their  full  share  in  this  class  of  speculations.  In  the  light  of  our 
recent  history  may  not  more  emphasis  be  laid  on  human 
slavery  as  an  obstacle  in  the  past  to  Divine  favor  and  the  tem- 
poral prosperity  that  flows  therefrom.  The  things  which  have 
been  better  revealed  by  the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  than  they 
ever  were  before,  "belong  to  us,"  and  may  we  not  apply 
them,  with  reverence,  to  some  of  the  problems  connected  with 
the  sudden  and  long  continued  check  of  the  Beformation ;  to 
the  new  impulse  to  foreign  missions  imparted  since  1800  to 
England  and  the  United  States?  Without  correlating  too  ex- 
actly Divine  and  human  forces,  may  not  the  check  and  the 
impulse  have  some  connection  with  the  doctrine  that  until 
men  have  begun  to  clear  their  skirts  of  human  slavery  they  are 
not  the  most  eligible  promoters  of  the  gospel  of  peace  and 
good  will  to  man  ? 

Thus  much  for  the  past.  Looking  towards  the  future,  hope- 
fully, we  may  nevertheless  expect  that  the  United  States  will 
be,  for  a  long  time,  held  to  the  work  of  elevating  the  colored 
man,  whose  bondage  she  has  for  so  many  years  guaranteed ; 
doing,  in  a  measure,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  in 
Africa,  the  somewhat  painful  and  expiatory  work  that  Eng- 
land has  been  engaged  in  since  the  beginning  of  this  century. 
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AmncLE  Vn,— «  WHAT  SORT  OP  SCHOOLS  OUGHT  THE 
STATE  TO  KEEP?'' 

Report  on  the  Common  School  System  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  By  Bev.  Jahbs  Fbasbb,  M.  A.  Presented 
to  both  Honses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  Her  Majesty. 
London :  1867.    8vo.    pp.  485. 

Oircula/r  of  the  National  Department  of  Education^  em- 
bodying  the  Constitutional  Provisions  respecting  ISducaiion 
in  each  of  the  United  States.  By  Henby  Barnabd,  U.  S. 
Commissioner  of  Education.  Washington:  1867.  8vo. 
pp.  44. 

Die  Fortschritte  des  Unterricht-wesens  in  den  Culturstaaten 
Europas.  Yon  Adolf  Bbeb  und  Fjkanz  Hoohsggeb. 
Erster  Band.    Wien. :  1867.    8vo.    pp.  694. 

''What  sort  of  Schools  ought  the  State  to  keep?"  This 
pithy  question  is  one  which,  sooner  or  later,  suggests  itself  to 
every  thoughtful  citizen.  It  is  at  least  as  old  as  Plato,  and  we 
might  do  worse  in  modem  society  than  to  carry  out  some  of 
the  suggestions  which  he  lays  down  respecting  its  solution  in 
the  government  of  a  republic.  Philosophers  have  delighted 
to  discuss  the  question  whenever  they  have  been  interested  in 
the  relations  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  good  of  individ- 
uals. At  times,  in  the  history  of  a  people,  the  question  be- 
comes of  the  greatest  practical  importance.  Just  now,  for 
example,  in  England,  France,  Austria,  Italy  (and,  perhaps,  we 
should  add,  in  certain  other  countries  of  Europe),  the  happi- 
ness of  generations  to  come  depends  upon  the  answer  which 
will  soon  be  given  to  this  very  inquiry. 

8o  in  oar  ovm  country,  several  of  the  States  at  the  North, 
and  all  the  States  at  the  South,  are  engaged  in  the  solution  of 
the  problem,  and  with  our  decentralized  political  organization, 
a  difference  on  this  single  point  is  likely  to  divide  in  bitter* 
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ness  many  a  district  and  many  a  town.  Whether  or  not  we 
shall  have  a  permanent  class  of  white  paupers  at  the  North, 
and  of  black  paupers  at  the  Sonth,  depends,  in  no  slight  de- 
gree, on  the  views  respecting  public  instruction  which  may 
prevail  in  this  period  of  social  agitation  and  political  recon- 
struction. The  discussion  is  not  to  be  governed  by  individual 
whims  or  by  personal  controversies.  It  is  beyond  the  control 
of  any  individual,  class,  church,  or  political  party.  It  is  not 
merely  of  local  but  of  universal  interest.  It  will  not  be 
settled  in  any  land  till  it  is  settled  by  the  popular  w^ill,  and 
settled  right ;  the  agitation  will  not  cease  till  a  good  educa- 
tion is  provided  for  every  child.  Restrictions  on  the  civil 
rights  of  individuals  are  rapidly  disappearing — slavery  at 
home,  serfdom  abroad ;  and  barriers  to  the  acquisition  of  useful 
knowledge  are  also  destined  to  fall,  so  that  Freedom  and 
Learning  will  go  hand  in  hand  the  world  over. 

Some  thoughts  upon  this  topic  may  therefore  have  at  least 
this  claim  to  the  attention  of  our  readers,  that  the  Inquiry  is 
timely  and  general,  for,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  the  Public 
School  holds  a  prominent  place  among  the  themes  which 
engage  the  attention  of  European  and  American  statesmen. 

A  thorough  student  of  this  subject  cannot  proceed  beyond 
the  elements,  without  discovering  that  in  all  the  modern  dis- 
cussions in  respect  to  public  education,  a  certain  system  is  spoken 
of  as  peculiar  in  its  essential  features  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  Abroad  it  is  called  "  the  American  system,"  at 
home  "  the  New  England  system ;"  and  both  abroad  and  at 
home  it  is  r^arded  as  an  important  contribution  to  the  theory 
of  public  education,  and  even  to  the  civilization  of  the  world. 

This  system  is  one  in  which  as  Americans,  and  especially  as 
New  Englanders,  we  teel  an  honest  pride.  It  makes  us  indig- 
nant when  we  see  insidious  attacks  upon  its  beneficent  princi. 
pies;  when  we  hear  it  openly  assailed;  when  we  find  the 
very  men  who  are  indebted  to  it  for  the  little  they  know,  or 
the  much  they  have,  refusing  to  extend  its  benefits  to  all  the 
rising  generation  ;  or  when  we  see  the  legislature  of  a  State 
(even  though  led  by  accidental  haste,  or  uninformed  prejudice) 
beginning  to  take  the  bsuskward  track.  To  any  individual, 
the  common  school  may  seem  to  be  a  ^'  bore ;"  he  may  shrink 
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from  getting  involved  in  local  controversieB ;  he  may  find  the 
harden  of  taxation  heavy ;   he  may  have  no  children  to  edu- 
cate;  or  he  may  prefer  private  schools  to   public  for  satis- 
factory considerations ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  has 
neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  separate  himself  from  the 
people  with    whom    he  lives,  or    to  be  indifferent  to  the 
general  good.    So  closely  are  human  interests  interwoven  in 
the  fabric  of  human  society,  that  the  web  cannot  be  parted 
from  the  w,oof,  without  the  ruin  of  the  pattern.    Every  man, 
whether  he  has  children  or  not  to  educate,  and  whether  his 
taxes  are  much  or  little,  has,  in  spite  of  himself,  a  personal 
interest  in  the  public  schools  of  the  district,  the  town,  the 
state,  the  nation,  and  the  world ;  and  he  will  do  well  to  bear 
in  mind  that  as  ^  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty,"  a 
good  system  of  instruction  for  the  people  cannot  be  secured  at 
a  lower  rate.     For  ourselves,  as  we  enter  upon  the  graver 
aspects  of  this  inquiry,  we  recoil  from  the  local  squabbles,  and 
the  petty  selfishness  by  which  ingenious  and  designing  men 
are  seeking  to  divert  attention  from  the  fundamental  question, 
*'  What  bobt  of  Schools  ought  thb  State  to  keep  ?" 

We  need  not  assure  our  readers  that  we  advocate  this  ^'^NTew 
England  system  "  of  Public  Schools,  as  admirably  suited  to 
the  wants  of  a  free  people, — particularly  in  the  flexibility 
with  which  it  may  be  adapted  to  the  various  needs  of  differ- 
ent localities  and  of  different  generations ;  and  also  in  the 
penetrability  with  which  it  carries  useful  knowledge  into  every 
nook  and  corner  of  the  republic.  This  may  sound  to  some, 
commonplace;  but  designedly  or  ignorantly  these  views  have 
been  lately  called  in  question,  and  need  in  consequence  to 
be  quietly  examined.  But  instead  of  giving  in  detail,  at  the 
present  time,  our  own  opinion  of  the  New  England  system,  we 
propose  to  bring  forward  a  few  striking  statemeuta  which 
have  made  a  strong  impression  on  many  minds  of  the  ricli- 
ness  of  our  inheritance ;  and  we  hope  thereby  to  strengthen 
the  confidence  of  any  whose  faith  may  have  been  shaken,  or 
whose  views  may  have  been  befogged  by  secondary  or  tertiary 
issues.  These  illustrations  will  be  chiefly  drawn  from  the 
writings  of  foreigners,  who  represent  very  difierent  classes  of 
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obBervers.  We  begin  with  one  of  the  latest  reviews  of  the 
system,  from  the  pen  of  a  gentleman  personally  known  to 
many  of  those  readers  whom  we  desire  to  reach. 

In  the  sammer  of  1865,  an  English  traveler  found  his  way 
to  New  Haven  for  the  purpose  of  examining  our  systems  of 
education,  public  and  private,  primary,  secondary,  and  supe- 
rior. It  was  obvious,  on  the  slightest  acquaintance,  that  he 
was  an  observer  of  more  than  ordinary  claims  to  attention 
and  respect,  for  in  addition  to  the  attractive  personal  qualities 
which  he  possessed,  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  commission  from 
the  government  of  Great  Britain,  directing  him  to  investigate 
the  principles  and  methods  of  American  education. 

He  did  not  appear  to  be  in  haste,  but  remained  in  town 
long  enough  to  visit  leisurely  the  collie,  the  high  school,  the 
graded  schools,  the  Hopkins  grammar  school,  and  one,  at 
least,  of  our  large  private  schools,  coming  thus  into  contact 
with  men  of  very  different  opinions  and  points  of  observa- 
tion. All  who  saw  him  were  impressed  with  his  thoroughness 
and  candor.  While  it  was  clear  that  he  went  beyond  the 
surface,  deep  enough  to  discover  both  merits  and  defects  which 
might  escape  a  hurried,  prejudiced,  or  unpractised  inquirer, 
he  was  so  cautious  and  even  reticent  in  the  expression  of  any 
generalizations,  that  it  was  not  easy  to  prognosticate  the  tenor 
of  his  report. 

A  graduate  and  a  fellow  of  the  university  at  Oxford,  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  church  of  England,  and  rector  of  a 
rural  parish,  it  was  not  strange  that  he  was  an  earnest  friend 
of  the  conservative  and  aristocratic  traditions  of  his  native 
land,  and  that  nothing  in  his  station  and .  antecedents  (always 
excepting  his  genuine  goodness,  and  his  love  of  the  human 
race),  seemed  to  predispose  him  to  commend  the  peculiari- 
ties of  American  institutions.  His  tour  was  not  confined 
to  Connecticut  or  New  England,  but  extended  to  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis,  to  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  the  results  of  his 
observations,  inquiries,  and  reflections,  have  recently  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

When  this  volume  came  into  our  hands,  a  short  time  ago, 
we  turned  to  it  with  a  good  deal  of  curiosity  to  see  in  what 
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terms  so  fair  a  critic  would  characterize  our  country.  From  a 
perusal  of  its  pages  we  have  derived  much  valuable  informa* 
tiion  respecting  the  aspect  of  our  schools,  both  East  and  West, 
and  we  feel  fateful  to  the  author  for  the  clearness  and  fidelity 
with  which  he  has  pointed  out  what  seemed  to  him  our  weak- 
ness and  our  strength ;  but  to  those  who  have  not  seen  the 
volume,  no  single  sentence  which  we  can  quote  will  give  a 
better  idea  of  the  conclusions  to  which  Mr.  Fraser  was  led, 
than  that  with  which  he  terminates  his  report  on  the  CTnited 
States :  It  is  no  platpkbt  ok  exaogeeation  to  sat  that  the 

AmEBIOAHS,  if  hot  the  host  mOHLY  EDUCATED,  ARE  OERTAINLY 
THE  MOST  GENERALLY  EDUCATED  AND  INTELLIGENT  PEOPLE  ON 
TBE  EABTH.* 

An  American  gentleman,  who  has  traveled  in  England, 
ifiivmed  us  on  reading  the  above  quotation,  that  he  had  heard 
ififky  similar  remark  from  the  mouth  of  Sir  "William  Ham- 
ilton of  Edinburgh. 

We  have  quoted  Mr.  Fraser  as  a  representative  of  the  estab- 
lished Church  and  of  Oxford  University.  Now  let  us  look  in 
another  direction.  Richard  Oobdeu  and  John  Bright  are 
known  to  every  one  as  men  of  a  very  different  type  from  the 
Oxford  fellow;  as  agitators  and  leaders  in  popular  reform, 
who  care  much  less  for  precedents  than  for  practical  measures 
fitted  to  promote  the  liberty,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the 
English  people.  Through  all,  or  nearly  all  his  public  life, 
Cobden  was  the  intelligent  advocate  of  the  essential  features  of 
our  American  common  schools ;  but  Bright,  his  powerful  col- 
league in  other  movements  for  reform,  long  kept  aloof  from 
the  educational  platform,  while  he  did  not  neglect  to  study  the 
theory  and  practice  of  various  systems  of  popular  instruction. 
For  several  years,  as  we  have  heard  from  his  own  lips,  he 
cherished  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  United    States,   and 

*  We  bsTe  placed  the  title  of  this  report  at  the  heading  of  this  Article  with- 
out anj  intention  of  making  it  the  occasion  of  a  formal  review,  but  we  desire  to 
add  in  paesing,  that  if  the  document  itself  eould  be  reprinted,  or  if  a  good 
abetraet  of  its  oootenta  eould  be  giveo  in  some  one  of  the  periodicali  devoted  to 
education,  *  Taluable  senrice  would  be  rendered  to  the  publie. 
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thoroughly  investigating  the  working  of  its  educational  insti- 
tutions; but  being  prevented  from  this  journey,  he  collected 
and  digested  so  large  an  amount  of  evidence,  oral  and  printed, 
that  he  felt  ^'  almost  as  well  acquainted  with  the  system  here 
prevalent  as  if  he  had  seen  it  in  actual  operation."  These  can- 
did studies  resulted  in  his  conversion,  and  on  the  eighteeutli 
of  January,  1854,  he  came  before  a  crowded  assembly  in  Man- 
chester, on  the  platform  with  Cobden,  Milner  Oihson,  Alexan- 
der Henry,  William  Brown,  and  other  well  known  members 
of  Parliament,  and  amidst  the  loud  applause  of  his  friends 
upon  the  stage  and  on  the  floor,  announced  himself  as  an  advo- 
cate of  a  system  of  schools  in  England  corresponding  in  its 
essential  features  with  that  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  dwelt  upon  two  objections  to  the  sys- 
tem which  are  often  raised  in  England,  and  which  appet^Mp 
have  embarrassed  for  a  time  the  speaker  himself;  the  wot- 
known  objections  of  the  conservative,  religions,  or  church 
party,  on  the  one  hand,  who  object  to  secular  education ;  and 
the  less  familiar  objection  of  the  eiBtremely  radical  party,  on 
the  other,  who  object  to  all  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
State  with  so  private  a  concern.  Here  are  the  views  of  John 
Bright  upon  the  latter  topic. 

Mr.  Baines  and  Mr.  Miall  claim  that  '^  State  interference  is  a 
thing  which  enfeebles  a  people ;  that  a  nation  becomes  less  free 
by  government  doing  anything  which  the  people  can  do  even 
clumsily  for  themselves;  and  that  any  interference  by  rates 
and  taxes,  or  law  and  authority  of  any  kind,  can  only  have  the 
effect  of  destroying  the  zeal  of  voluntary  effort,  not  in  questions 
of  education  only,  but  generally  as  regards  all  questions  affect- 
ing the  public  weal.  Now,  this  is  true  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
to  a  certain  extent  it  is  not  true.  It  is  true  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances and  systems  of  government,  but  there  are  others 
in  which  it  appears  to  me  to  have  no  kind  of  truth  whatever. 
*  *  *  [It  may  be  true  in  Russia,  but]  *  *  I  turn  to 
the  United  States,  and  I  say  that  there  all  that  this  association 
has  ever  proposed  to  do  has  been  done  for  a  long  time  past ; 
and  that  no  man  living  can  say  that  the  fears  which  Mr, 
Baines  and  Mr,  Miall  have  expressed  ffid  any  kind  of  conr 
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firmati(m^fr<ym  any  results  that  have  taken  plcu^e  in  the  United 
States.''* 

One  of  the  illnstratioDB  employed  by  Mr.  Bright  in  bis  long 
and  admirable  speech  was  a  comparison  of  the  towns  of  Provi- 
dence, B.  I.,  and  Bochdale,  £ng.,  in  order  to  bring  out  how 
the  latter  would  fare  in  educational  advantages,  under  the 
ISew  England  system.  It  is  pleasant  to  us  to  remember  that 
the  school  system  of  Providence,  thus  happily  held  up  as  an  ex- 
ample before  an  audience  of  intelligent  and  influential  Eng- 
lishmen, was  largely  due  to  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  Fran- 
cis Wayland,  that  eminent  teacher,  in  whom  (as  it  has  truly 
been  said)  "  the  common  school,  the  high  school,  and  the 
academy  found  a  sympathizing  friend,  a  skillful  adviser,  and  a 
most  efficient  helper."  We  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Bright 
had  ever  seen  the  suggestions  and  the  principles  laid  down  by 
President  Way  land  in  a  report,  which  was  written  in  1828,  on 
the  school  system  needed  in  Providence,  but  we  are  confident 
that  in  all  our  American  educational  literature,  he  could  hardly 
have  found  a  more  compact  and  convincing  exhibition  of  the 
true  New  England  views.f 

Fourteen  years  have  passed  by  since  that  conference  of  the 
National  Public  School  Association  in  Manchester,  at  which 
these  tribunes  of  the  people,  Richard  Cobden,  John  Bright,  and 
Hilner  Gibson,  called  so  loudly  for  better  education  for  the 
English  nation.  They  have  been  years  in  which  the  Crimean 
war  has  brought  to  the  proof  the  military  prestige  of  England ; 
in  which  Universal  Exhibitions  of  industry  have  brought  into 
comparison,  with  no  flattering  results,  her  skill  in  manufac- 
tures ;  in  which  her  naval  supremacy  has  been  rendered  ques- 
tionable at  least  by  the  iron-clads  and  monitors  of  her  trans- 
atlantic descendants ;  and  in  which  the  value  of  popular  edu- 
cation as  an  element  in  battle,  more  powerful  than  needle-guns 
or  rifled  cannon,  has  been  tested  in  the  Prussian  victory  of 
Sadowa. 

In  illustration  of  this  remark  in  respect  to  British  skill  in 
manufactures,  let  the  reader  consult  the  '*  Chemical  News,"  pub- 
lished in  London,  August  16, 1867,  where,  among  other  Eng- 

*  Maneheiier  Guardian,  Jan.  81,  1854. 

t  Zi/e  of  Dr.  WajflafuL    By  his  Sons.    Vol  I.,  p.  822. 
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lish  criticisms  on  England,  Professor  Tjndall  remarks,  **  that 
he  has  long  entertained  the  opinion,  in  virtue  of  the  better 
education  provided  by  the  Continental  nations,  that  England 
must  one  day,  and  that  no  distant  one,  find  herself  outstripped 
by  those  nations  both  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war." 

The  credit  due  to  the  education  of  Prussian  soldiers  has 
been  very  generally  admitted.  Among  other  allusions  to  it, 
may  be  quoted  the  following  letter,  which  we  cannot  err  in 
attributing  to  the  pen  of  Dr.  Francis  Lieber  of  New  York : 

THE  PRUSSLIN  ARMY. 
To  th$  EdUw%  of  th€  Evening  Po9t  : 

One  of  the  most  distiognished  of  oor  generals  in  the  West,  daring  the  civQ 
war,  who  traveled  in  Germany  and  France  on  the  eve  of  the  war  between  Pms- 
Bia  and  Austria,  has  recently  sent  a  letter  to  thu  conntrj,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing extract  will  interest  the  public: 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  two  main  factors  of  the  amazing  success  of  the 
Prussians  over  the  Austrians  have  been  the  actual  nationality  of  the  army  (which 
in  Prussia  is  simply  an  armed  generation)  intelligently  as  well  as  stringently 
organised,  and  the  individual  intelligence  of  each  soldier,  inspirited  by  the  great 
eause  of  Germany.  The  unieereal  eystem  of  edueatioH  eetahliehedfor  the  reeued' ' 
toHon  of  Prtteeia,  after  the  ruin  of  the  battle  of  Jena^  hoe  borne  iU  fruit  at  Sa* 
dowa.  These  two  great  elements,  however,  are  wanting  in  the  Austrian  army. 
•  ••••« 

"  How  very  diflerent  are  the  pbysiof^omies  of  the  Austrian  and  (I  say  it  with- 
out hesitation)  the  French  armies ;  aU  nicely  dressed  and  splendidly  set  up.  true 
enough,  but  no  booke  and  no  mape  and  no  newepapere^  no  dieeueeion  on  political 
topica  among  thenu  All  thia  ie  univereal  in  the  Prueeian  army.  The  Emperor 
Kapoleon  understands  this  all  very  well,  and  he  therefore  is  the  most  peaceful 
man  in  France ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  is  making  breech-loading  guns  as  fast 
M  possible."  F.  L. 

Let  Q8  prolong  this  digression  far  enongh  to  give  a  counter 
paragraph,  which  appeared  in  a  recent  natnber  of  the  SiedSj 
in  Paris,  occasioned  by  the  publication  of  two  maps,  entitled 
*^  Trance  that  can  Read,  and  France  that  can  Write : " 

"One -third  of  France  unable  either  to  read  or  write.  Fifty- five  departments 
out  of  89,  in  which  the  number  of  illiterate  persons  is  from  80  to  76  per  cent 
Is  it  not  a  shame  f  And  we  talk  of  a  new  military  organization.  Let  us  rather 
busy  ourselves  with  the  instruction  of  this  black  phalanx  of  ignorance ;  let  us 
devote  to  this  national  work  a  tithe  of  the  millioas  we  uselessly  squander.  Let 
ue  bfgin  by  beating  Pruena  on  ihie  ground.  As  regards  primary  instruction  we 
are  in  the  lowest  rank  of  the  European  Powers,  and  we  Imagine  ourselves  to  be 
marching  at  the  head  of  civUisation  I  ** 

These  fourteen  years  of  English  history  have  been  years  of 
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incessant  discnflsion  on  national  edacation,  in  reports,  commis- 
fiions,  conferences,  newspapers,  and  parliamentary  debates,  and 
still  no  results  have  been  reached,  though  men  of  every  shade 
of  party  acknowledge  that  something  must  be  done.  But  as 
we  write  the  debates  grow  warm,  and  intelligence  reaches  as 
that  Earl  Kassell  (whose  name  as  Lord  John  Rassell  is  famil- 
iar to  many  as  the  President  of  one  of  the  two  great  voluntary 
educational  associations  of  England,  the  ^^  British  and  Foreign 
School  Society  "),  has  given  notice  that  on  the  second  of  De- 
cember, 1867,  he  will  bring  before  the  House  of  Lords  four 
resolutions  on  the  subject  of  national  public  instruction.  His 
speech  in  introducing  these  measures  may  reach  the  eye  of  our 
readers  before  the  pages  which  we  now  write,  but  it  can  hardly 
be  more  telling  than  the  resolutions  themselves  to  which  we 
here  give  place. 

KABL  BTJSSELl's  BESOLUTIOKS  IN  THB  HOUSE  OF  L0BD8. 

1.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  hoose,  the  education  of  the  working  claases  in 
England  and  Wales  ought  to  be  extended  and  improved ;  every  chUd  has  a  right 
to  the  blessings  of  education,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  gnard  and  main- 
tain that  right  In  the  opinion  of  this  honse  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  ought  not 
to  be  hindered  by  religious  diffierences,  nor  should  the  early  employment  of  the 
young  in  labor  be  aUowed  to  deprive  them  of  edocation. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house  that  Parliament  and  QoTemment  should 
aid  in  the  education  of  the  middle  classes  by  providing  for  the  better  administra- 
tion of  charitable  endowments. 

8.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house  that  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  may  be  made  more  useful  to  the  nation  by  the  removal  of  restrictions, 
and  by  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  consider  the  better  distribution  of 
the  large  revenues,  for  purposes  of  instruction  in  connection  with  the  said 
UDiversitiea. 

4.  That  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  of  Education  by  the  Crown,  with  a 
•eat  in  the  Cabinet,  would  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  be  conducive  to  the 
public  benefit 

The  comprehensiveness  of  this  fundamental  movement  is  one 
of  its  most  remarkable  features ;  for  while  it  recognizes  the 
rigid  class  distinctions  still  firmly  maintained  in  English  so- 
ciety, it  tends  towards  a  national  system  embracing  the  lowest 
primary  classes  and  the  highest  university  instruction.  But 
the  first  resolution  is  the  most  significant,  for  in  it,  as  a 
careful  reader  will  remark,  three  principles  are  laid  down, 
which  became  a  part  of  the  fundamental  system  of  New 
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!fengland  two  hundred  years  ago.     "  English  instruction  must 
be  UNivBRSAL,  SECULAR,  AND  00MPTIL80RY.*"    This  is  progress ! 
These  English  gentlemen  are  not  alone  in  their  admiration 
of  the  Public  Schools  of  this  country.     A  series  of  thorough 
articles,  from  the  pen  of  Mens.  E.  de  Laveleye,  has  recently 
appeared  in  the  leading  literary  review  of  France,t  a  journal 
to  which  the  best  writers  of  that  nation   are  contributors. 
These  essays  are  studies  on  the  educational  systems  of  modern 
society.    At  the  outset  of  his  remarks  the  writer  calls  attention 
to  the  fact,  that  in  all  the  world  there  arc  four  nations  which 
can  proudly  say,  that  all  their  citizens  know  how  to  read, 
North  Germany,  Norway,  Switzerland,  and  the  United  States ; 
but  in  respect  to  the  United  States,  he  adds  this  remarkable 
comment :  "  It  is  not  simply  true  that  every  one  knows  how  to 
read,  but  every  one  does  read  for  purposes  of  instruction,  en- 
tertainment, participation  in  public  aflfairs,  direction  of  labor, 
gaining  of  money,  or  investigation  of  religious  truth.     The 
American  Union  in  consequence  uses  up  as  much  paper  as 
France  and  England  combined  1"  In  illustration  of  these  asser- 
tions, the  writer  recurs  to  a  recent  visit  which  he  made  to  our 
national  frigate  Ningara,  as  it  lay  in  the  harbor  of  Antwerp, 
and  he  tells  his  readers  (as  if  it  were  something  remarkable), 
that  every  sailor  who  was  not  on  duty  had  in  hand  a  book, 
a  review,  or  a  newspaper.     This  general  love  of  reading  he 
rightly  attributes  to  the  Public  School,  which  he  delineates  in 
these  words :    '*  Free  to  all,  open  to  all,  receiving  upon  its 
benches  children  of  all  classes  and  all  religious  denominations; 
it  obliterates  social  distinctions,  deadens  religious  animosities, 
roots  out  prejudices  and  antipathies,  and   inspires  in  all  a  love 
of  their  common  country,  and  a  respect  for  free  institutions." 
It  is  surprising,  he  continues,  to  see  what  number  of  foreigners 
are  absorbed  every  year  into  the  American  nationality.    The 
Public  School  assimilates  them. 


•  The  very  year  in  which  the  fandamental  agreement  of  New  Haven  Colony 
was  entered  into,  a  master  was  required  to  Iceep  an  apprentice  "  at  school  one 
year,  or  elite  to  advaotage  him  as  mach  in  hii  education  as  a  year's  learning  comes 
^,  if  at  all."  &c.     p.  89.     Kingsley's  Hist  Disc.,  1888. 

f  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  Vol  60,  tt  •eq. 
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It  wonld  be  easy  to  fill  our  pages  with  extracts  from  the 
speeches  of  American  statesmen,  quite  as  laudatory  as  foreign 
testimonials  in  respect  to  the  New  England  Public  Schools ; 
from  Daniel  Webster,  whose  first  speech  on  entering  public 
life  was  in  their  behalf,  and  whose  pithy  saying,  "  If  I  had  as 
many  sons  as  old  Priam,  I  would  send  them  all  to  the  Public 
Schools,"  has  become  a  Massachusetts  maxim ;  or  from  Edward 
Everett,  the  eloquent  expounder  and  defender  of  the  normal 
school  and  other  improvements  in  the  system,  who  said  in 
the  Hall  of  Representatives  at  Boston  in  1849,  "  If  my  tongue 
is  ever  silent  when  it  ought  to  speak  the  praises  of  the 
Common  Schools  of  Massachusetts,  let  it  never  be  heard  with 
favor  in  any  other  cause ;"  or  from  the  long  series  of  guber- 
natorial messages  in  which  the  chief  magistrates  of  the  New 
England  States  are  accustomed  to  commend  to  the  several 
legislatures  the  various  public  interests ;  or  from  the  innumer- 
able thanksgiving-day  discourses,  and  fourth  of  July  orations, 
which  are  even  surer  indications  of  the  established  sentiments 
of  the  people.  Indeed,  so  universal  is  the  satisfaction  with 
the  essential  features  of  the  New  England  system,  and  so  firm 
the  confidence  that  its  acknowledged  hindrances  and  defects 
can  be  eliminated,  that  a  man,  desirous  of  promotion,  who 
should  openly  in  public  meeting,  or  under  his  own  signature 
in  the  columns  of  a  newspaper,  declare  himself  an  opponent 
of  the  CJomraon  School  as  it  now  is,  would  be  from  that  time 
onward  politically  dead.  The  obituary  of  his  public  life 
might  at  once  be  written. 

We  may  go  even  farther  and  say  that  we  have  never  heard 
of  an  American  who  carried  the  non-interference  theory  of 
government  so  far,  that  he  would  have  the  State  abstain  en- 
tirely from  the  business  of  instruction.  We  do  remember  to 
have  seen  in  a  newspaper  the  phrase,  that  perhaps  it  will  be 
found  that  the  State  cannot  keep  school  after  all,  but  we  re- 
garded it  as  an  expression  which  the  writer  himself  would 
hardly  have  advocated  with  his  voice  in  public.  On  the  other 
band,  all  parties  seem  to  admit,  that  in  this  country  the  State 
must  do  something  to  encourage  education  ;  some  would  place 
that  something  at  the  minimum  and  advocate  (perhaps  with. 

out  knowing  it)  a  system  of  '*  pauper  schools ;"  a  very  few 
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would  place  it  at  the  maadmum^  and  indade  the  administra- 
tion of  colleges  and  professional  seminaries ;  while  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  in  public  or  in  private  life,  would  avoid 
both  extremes,  and  would  be  almost  as  sorry  to  see  our  New 
England  colleges  and  universities  all  absorbed  by  the  State  as 
to  see  our  public  schools  maintained  on  an  alms-house  basis. 
Just  at  present  the  advocates  of  '^  the  pauper  system  "  are 
very  active,  and  it  is  important  to  consider  the  measures  which 
they  propose,  looking  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  introduction 
of  their  views. 

In  these  days  there  is  very  little  danger  of  our  going  too  far 
in  the  education  of  the  people ;  there  is  great  danger  of  not 
going  far  enough.  Indeed,  we  beg  our  readers  to  remark  that 
it  is  the  extent  of  popular  ignorance^  not  the  diffusion  of  pop- 
ular intelligence,  which  makes  us  so  strenuous  in  advocating 
the  New  England  system  of  instruction.  We  believe  that 
while  it  has  done  more  for  the  people  at  large  than  any  system 
which  has  elsewhere  been  devised,  it  has  done  far  less  than  it 
might  and  should  have  done,  so  that  all  who  would  see  the  re- 
public thrive  should  not  enroll  themselves  with  the  down-pullers, 
but  with  the  up-builders  of  the  Common  Schools.  Far  be  it 
from  us  to  flatter  the  pride  of  our  countrymen,  by  untrue  pic- 
tures of  the  workings  of  our  institutions ;  far  be  it  likewise  from 
us  to  discourage  them  because  these  institutions  have  not 
brought  the  millennium.  We  can  labor  with  zeal  for  the  im- 
provement of  common  schools,  because  we  continue  confident 
of  the  principles  which  underlie  them. 

There  are  many  persons  who  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of 
all  that  has  thus  far  been  said,  who  yet  will  feel  some  distrust 
of  what  they  call  the  modem  improvements  in  public  instruc- 
tion. They  commonly  have  a  very  vague  idea  as  to  what  these 
innovations  are,  and  a  still  vaguer  notion  of  their  reputed  ad- 
vantages, reminding  us,  in  some  such  cases,  of  good  old-fashioned 
housekeepers  who  cannot  be  induced  to  substitute  a  modem 
range  for  the  ancient  brick  oven,  or  who  have  a  vague  appre- 
hension that  gas  brought  into  their  dwellings  will  lead  to 
some  awitil  accident  or  some  extravagant  waste.  To  these 
dwellers  in  Doubting  Castle  especially,  would  we  put  the 
question,  "  What  sort  of  Schools  ought  the  State  to  keep  ?  " 
and  to  help  them  in  their  answer,  we  would  add,  that  there  are 
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but  four  sorts  which  the  State  can  keep — ^Private,  Parish,  Pau- 
per, and  Public. 

The  State  may  say  to  private  parties,  yon  may  maintain 
the  schools,  and  we  will  inspect  them ;  you  shall  have  the  re- 
sponsibility,  and  we  will  bestow  encouragement  and  bounties, 
iniis  would  give  us  universal  Private  Schools.  Or  the  State 
may  say  to  the  chnrches,  you  may  do  this  work  in  your  own 
religious  way,  and  we  will  oversee  and  assist  your  efforts. 
This  would  give  us  universal  Parish  Schools.  Neither  of  these 
plans  stands  any  chance  of  adoption  among  US|  at  least  in  this 
generation,  ii^ain  the  State  may  say,  we  will  maintain 
schools  for  the  destitute  and  neglected  only,  and  all  who  can 
afford  to  pay  must  look  out  for  themselves.  This  would  estab- 
lish Pauper  Schools, — like  pauper  homes  in  the  alms-houses. 
Or,  finally,  the  State  may  establish  Public  Schools  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  all.  The  discussion  is  virtually  narrowed  to  a 
choice  between  these  two  conflicting  theories.  Which  system, 
doubter,  would  you  have?  ''  What  sort  of  Schools  ought  .the 
Stetetokeep?" 

The  people  generally  have  pronounced  themselves  in  favor 
of  Public  Schools,  though  it  is  true  that  there  have  been  times, 
and  there  are  localities,  in  which  the  pauper  theory  has 
gained  ascendancy,  sometimes  even  among  entire  communi- 
ties,— for  example,  in  Pennsylvania,  under  the  constitution  of 
1790 ;  yet,  as  a  general  rule,  throughout  the  United  States,  the 
decree  has  been  uttered  by  the  popular  voice  in  favor  of 
Public  Schools,  not  only  in  the  sense  that  they  should  be  en- 
tirely controlled  by  the  public,  without  private  or  associate  or 
ecclesiastical  interference ;  but  that  they  should  be  Common 
Schools,  that  is  to  eay,  open  to  all  classes,  without  reference  to 
social  station.  Commonly  it  is  also  held  that  when  practicable 
these  schools  should  also  be  graded  or  classified  schools, 
because  this  is  the  cheapest  and  most  efficient  way  of  teaching 
a  large  number  of  children ;  that  they  should  be  maintained 
with  special  reference  to  the  wants  of  special  cases,  so  as  to 
avoid  a  routine  too  monotonous ;  and  finally,  that  they  should 
be  as  good  as  the  wealth,  the  intelligence,  and  the  enterprise 
of  the  community  can  make  them.  If  any  one  doubts  that 
such  views  as  these  are  generally  adopted,  we  refer  him  to  the 
constitutional  provisions  of  the  various  United  States,  as  col- 
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lected  by  Dr.  Barnard  in  the  circular  quoted  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  remarks.  If  such  inquiries  are  not  conclusive, 
then  let  search  be  made  for  more  definite  information  in  the 
statute  books  of  the  several  States. 

But  before  considering  the  modern  operations,  or  so  called 
innovations,  derisively  attributed  to  Horace  Mann  and  the 
Prussian  school-masters,  let  us  now  proceed  to  look  with  a 
closer  analysis  at  this  ^^  New  England  school  system,"  so  gen- 
erally commended  and  so  widely  adopted.  If  we  understand 
it,  seven  principles,  aside  from  those  of  a  secondary  or  non-essen- 
tial character,  may  be  regarded  as  peculiar  to  its  administration. 
Many  minor  regulations  which  are  certainly  important,  but 
are  not  of  invariable  worth  proceed  from  these  primary  or  fun- 
damental laws. 

1.  There  is  an  admirable  combination  of  local  responsibility, 
supervision,  and  taxation  (secured  in  the  various  towns,  school 
societies,  and  school  districts),  with  legislation,  cooperation, 
and  pecuniary  aid  from  the  State  at  large. 

2.  Entire  publicity  is  secured  by  frequent  reports  to  the 
district,  the  town,  and  the  State,  by  requiring  a  popular  vote 
for  the  erection  of  a  school  house,  the  selection  of  a  site,  or 
the  election  of  school  officers,  and  by  opening  the  doors  of 
every  school  room  to  a  visit  from  anybody  at  any  time. 

3.  There  is  a  persistent  avoidance  of  all  offenses  against 
individual  consciences ;  or  against  the  tenets  of  particular 
churches ;  while  there  is  a  steady  enforcement  of  the  doctrines 
of  a  pure  morality. 

4.  There  is  no  recognition  of  the  poor  as  a  class,  or  the 
rich  as  a  class,  or  of  any  social  distinctions  based  on  birth  or 
money. 

5.  The  right  of  the  people  to  tax  themselves  in  districts, 
and  towns,  to  any  extent  they  please,  for  purposes  of  instruc- 
tion, is  every  where  acknowledged.     * 

6.  The  system  is  very  pliable,  so  that  cities  and  dense  villa- 
ges can  maintain  very  different  schools  from  country  towns  in 
which  the  population  is  scattered ;  and  the  extent  to  which 
education  shall  be  provided  is  governed  by  no  universal  law, 
but  by  a  consideration  of  the  wants,  the  wealth,  and  the 
other  institutions  of  different  localities. 
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7.  The  civil  authorities  are  bound  to  protect  the  public  from 
the  barbarism  of  ignorance,  by  seeing  to  it  that  all  the  youth 
are  instnicted  in  at  least  the  elements  of  useful  knowledge. 

In  accordance  herewith,  it  is  often  found  best  to  establish 
graded  or  classified  schools,  including  a  school  of  higher  grade 
for  the  pupils  more  advanced ;  and  also  special  schools  for 
special  cases, — like  "  evening  schools  "  for  youth  who  are  kept  at 
labor  through  the  day ;  or  *' sewing  schools  "  for  girls  who  may 
not  be  taught  at  homo  the  indispensable  art  of  using  the 
needle;  or  "  truant  schools  "  for  those  boys  who  will  stay  away 
from  the  regular  schools,  or  who  are  so  indifferent  to  the  laws 
of  propriety  and  morality  as  to  require  peculiar  discipline. 
It  is  also  possible  to  adapt  the  instructiOT>s  of  each  particular 
locality,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  the  wants  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  are  soon  to  be  the  men  and  women  at  work  in 
that  community  in  the  various  departments  of  human  industry. 

These  principles  preclude  the  administration  of  the  schools 
in  the  exclusive  interest  of  any  race  or  color,  or  of  any  social 
class.  Tf  the  8chof»ls  are  so  conducted  that  the  poor  are  ex- 
cluded, because  of  requirements  to  which  they  cannot  con- 
form, whether  these  requirements  are  exacted  by  the  regula- 
tions of  the  school  authorities,  the  rules  of  the  teacher,  or 
the  current  sentiments  of  the  community, — then  these  funda- 
mental principles  are  violated,  and  every  friend  of  the  system 
should  protest ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  schools  are  so 
neglected,  the  houses  so  ill  kept,  and  the  teachers  so  forlorn 
that  none  but  the  extremely  destitute  can  think  of  entrusting 
their  children  to  such  influences,  then,  again,  the  equity  which 
should  govern  all  public  transactions  is  offended,  and  a  great 
wrong  is  perpetrated. 

Moreover,  if  covertly  or  avowedly,  the  Public  Schools  are 
managed  so  as  to  promote  the  peculiar  or  exclusive  interests  of 
any  religious  party ;  if  scholars  are  exposed  to  instructions  or 
influences  which  violate  their  consciences,  or  which  are  hostile 
to  the  views  of  religious  faith  and  doctrine  enjoined  by 
parental  authority,  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  educa- 
tional system,  and  not  only  so,  but  the  fundamental  principles 
of  our  republican  government  are  directly  opposed  ;  and  it  is 
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tlierefore  the  interest  of  us  all,  whatever  our  faith,  to  insist 
npon  such  an  administration  of  the  system  as  will  protect  the 
opinions  and  the  faith  of  all.  Some  would  advocate  the  adop- 
tion of  a  standard  treatise  on  Christian  morality,  to  which  all 
Christian  bodies  might  assent ;  some  would  advise  the  total 
abandonment  of  religions  instruction  to  Sunday  schools  and 
churches ;  but  whatever  plan  is  followed  there  must  be  noth- 
ing in  the  public  school  room  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  tend- 
ing to  proselyte  from  one  faith  to  another;  and  nothing  which 
will  tend  to  advance  the  interests  of  one  church  system  at  the 
expense  of  any  other.  We  need  only  dwell  on  the  workings 
of  the  school  system  in  the  Pacific  States,  where  not  only 
Boman  Catholics  and  Protestants,  but  Mormons,  and  Bud- 
dhists, may  be  brought  into  close  -proximity,  to  discover  the 
vital  importance  of  adhering  to  this  doctrine. 

A  recurrence  to  these  principles  wi^  help  to  answer  a 
question  which,  like  the  story  of  a  ghost,  tends  to  puzzle  if 
not  to  alarm,  and  disturbs  some  honest  friends  of  popular 
improvement  when  they  see  the  erection  in  our  towns  of 
stately  *' graded  schools,"  and  "normal  schools,"  with  a  very 
vague  conception  of  the  meaning  which  these  to  them  un- 
wonted terms  convey.  How  far  do  you  propose  to  go,  they 
ask  ?  Where  will  you  stop  ?  What  line  will  you  draw  be- 
tween public  and  private  responsibility  ?  This  is  a  fair  ques- 
tion, often  put  by  thoughtful  citizens  when  a  proposal  is  made 
to  improve  the  schools  of  a  given  locality. 

We  have  a  ready  answer.  The  point  beyond  which  the 
Public  Schools  shall  not  go  is  determined  by  no  general  rule. 
It  is  and  it  must  remain  variable.  The  limits  affixed  by  one 
generation  are  not  the  limits  which  need  govern  another.  The 
line  for  a  thriving  and  populous  commercial  or  manufacturing 
town  is  not  the  line  appointed  for  a  scattered  community  of 
farmers.  The  solution  of  the  problem,  the  determination  of 
the  level  or  the  height,  must  be  accomplished  by  those  princi- 
ples of  civil  engineering  which  are  involved  in  the  local  sel& 
government  of  our  land.  Every  town,  the  unit  of  our  political 
system,  must  be  a  law  to  itself,  subject  only  to  such  require- 
ments and  such  restrictions  as  may  be  appointed  by  a  necessary 
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regard  to  the  welfare  of  that  commonwealth  of  towns  which 
we  call  the  State.  The  will  of  the  people  in  any  given  locality 
most  decide  how  far  in  that  locality  the  system  of  schools 
shall  go.  In  determining  a  conclusion,  the  wealth  of  the  town? 
the  density  of  the  popalation,  the  degree  of  good  management 
observed  in  other  pubh'c  affairs,  the  possibility  of  securing 
good  school  officers,  the  existence  and  characteristics  of  en- 
dowed institutions,  the  sort  of  private  schools  which  are  main*- 
tained,  and  other  like  considerations,  deserve  attention.  They 
differ  continually  in  different  communities,  as  a  few  examples 
will  show. 

By  the  great  liberality  of  Mr.  Eussell  Hubbard,  Governor 
Buckingham,  and  other  public  spirited  citizens,  who  con- 
tributed a  sufficient  capital  for  the  purpose,  a  Free  Academy  is 
maintained  in  Norwich.  It  is  a  classical  and  scientific  School 
of  a  very  high  order,  and  receives,  without  any  charge  for 
tuition,  the  older  boys  and  girls  of  Norwich,  fitting  them  for 
college  or  the  scientific  school,  or  for  the  various  duties  and 
avocations  of  life.  How  unnecessary  it  would  be  for  Norwich 
to  establish  now  a  Public  High  School  I  Hartford,  from  the 
very  earliest  days,  has  maintained  a  public  Latin  School,  which 
received  about  two  hundred  years  ago  a  small  endowment 
from  Governor  Hopkins  and  so  became  a  private  trust, 
useiiil  in  its  way  but  quite  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
community.  By  the  harmonious  action  of  the  Hopkins  trus- 
tees and  the  people  of  the  town,  an  English  High  School 
has  been  added  to  the  endowed  Latin  School,  and  the  two 
foundations,  one  a  permanent  corporation,  the  other  a  popular 
appropriation,  have  been  combined  since  1847  as  the  Hartford 
High  School,  and  now  constitute  one  of  the  foremost  schools 
in  the  land.  Springfield,  on  the  other  hand,  had  no  endow- 
ment, partial  like  Hartford,  or  sufficient  like  Norwich,  and  her 
citizens  found  it  wise  to  establish  a  High  School,  for  both 
English  and  classical  studies ;  and  they  have  long  maintained 
such  an  institution  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  classes  in  the 
community,  even  of  those  who  were  at  first  opposed  to  it. 

New  Haven,  once  more,  affords  a  good  example  of  the 
different  aspects  of  the  question  in  different  generations.  In 
the  days  of  John  Davenport  and  Theophilus  Eaton,  a  Common 
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School,  a  Grammar  School,  and  a  Collegiate  School,  were 
a^dvocated  as  essential  grades  in  the  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion. We  have  the  authority  of  a  local  historian  for  saying 
that  in  the  earliest  colonial  days, 

Not  only  were  the  adyantagee  of  »  common  school  education  immediately 
secured  to  all,  but  with  a  wise  reference  to  what  is  essential  to  the  fuU  success 
of  common  schools  themselves,  provision  was  very  early  made  for  the  higher 
branches  of  instruction,  and  a  grammar  school  was  established.  As  early  as 
1664,  when  the  colony  was  suffering  from  the  failure  of  their  commercial  pro- 
jects, and  when  the  estates  of  individuals  were  greatly  diminished,  and  even 
doubts  were  entertained  by  some,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  struggle  any 
longer  against  disaster;  Mr.  Davenport  gave  a  strong  proof  of  his  confidence  in 
the  stability  of  the  settlement,  and  its  ultimate  prosperity,  by  the  efforts  which 
he  made  for  the  beginning  of  a  college.  He  brought  forward  before  the  General 
Court  a  plan  for  such  an  institution  ;  and  the  town  of  New  Haven,  notwithstand- 
ing its  depressed  state,  made  a  donation  in  lamdfor  ii$  meouragement* 

Because  it  was  then  thought  wise  for  the  town  to  contribute 
to  the  support  of  the  college,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  ask  such  help  in  1 868  (though  the  town  might,  do 
worse  with  its  money) ;  but  we  cite  the  illustration  merely  to 
show,  that  even  if  the  public  interest  in  education  should  go 
so  far  as  to  grant  some  land  to  aid  the  college,  it  would  not  \ye 
a  new  proceeding  in  the  history  of  New  Haven.  Forty  years 
ago  there  was  in  this  same  town  no  public  High  School ;  pro- 
bably the  number  of  persons  who  cared  for  one  would  not 
have  made  a  corporal's  guard,  because  the  Hopkins  Grammar 
School  fitted  boys  for  college,  and  the  calls  for  other  sorts  of 
educated  labor  were  not  very  loud. 

Now  this  community  of  nearly  60,000  inhabitants  gives 
incessant  calls  for  educated  young  men  and  young  women 
in  the  various  walks  of  mercantile  and  mechanical  enterprise ; 
and  a  high  school  is  imperatively  needed.  The  movement  for 
its  establishment,  which  began  with  Judge  W.  W.  Boardman, 
Judge  E.  K.  Foster,  Rev.  Dr.  Dutton,  and  other  well  known 
citizens,  in  1852,t  received  in  1866  the  popular  approval. 
Those  who  declaim  the  loudest  against  the  "  modern  innova- 
tions "  of  a  high  school  have  not  yet  carried  their  love  of  an- 

*  Prof  J.  L.  Kingsley's  Historical  Discourse  at  New  Haven  in  1888,  p.  40. 
f  See  the  printed  Report  which  they  presented  to  the  School  Society,  1862. 
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tiquity  60  far  as  to  propose  a  repetition  of  that  liberal  action 
of  two  hnndred  years  ago,  the  bestowal  of  a  town  grant  upon 
the  college. 

Having  thus  shown  what  sort  of  schools  the  State  may 
keep,  where  the  old  ]New  England  system  is  established,  let  us 
enquire  what  sort  of  schools  such  a  State  should  keep  ?  We 
are  here  led  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  secondary  or  non- 
essential points,  which  are  very  important  it  is  true,  but  on 
which  a  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  among  those  who  are 
heartily  devoted  to  the  work  of  popular  education. 

Every  one,  whether  a  friend  of  good  public  schools  or  not, 
must  recognize  at  the  present  time  the  existence  of  social  cir- 
cumstances quite  unknown  to  our  forefathers.  Once  the 
people  of  New  England  were  all  of  English  stock,  now  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  have  their  representatives  among  us; 
once  the  same  religious  faith  was  held,  now  the  diverse 
creeds  of  Christendom  are  openly  taught ;  once  there  were 
none  very  rich,  now  there  are  many ;  once  farming  was  the 
predominant  interest,  now  manufactures  and  traffic  are  ascend- 
ant ;  once  the  demands  of  social  life  were  few  and  simple, 
now  they  are  infinitely  complex.  Let  the  reader  recur  to  Dr. 
Dwight's  Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York,  written  in 
1810,  if  he  would  see  what  a  simple,  homogeneous,  and  quiet 
people  then  lived  in  New  England,  and  he  will  not  wonder 
that  such  a  happy  land  has  attracted  the  oppressed  and  down 
trodden  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 

As  our  society  has  changed,  principles  have  not  changed, 
but  methods  have.  It  is  just  as  true  now  as  it  was  forty 
years  ago,  that  virtue  and  intelligence  are  the  foundations  of 
social  prosperity ;  it  is  just  as  true  that  the  State  requires  good 
schools  for  all,  and  that  boys  and  girls  should  be  fitted  for  all 
the  ordinary  avocations  of  life;  it  is  likewise  true  that  the 
system  of  public  schools  should  be  free  from  sectariap  influ- 
ences, or  from  class  distinctions,  or  from  poor  teachers,  or 
from  unjust  and  illegal  expenditures  of  money.  But  modern 
society,  so  busy,  so  complex,  so  multiform  in  its  activity,  may 
require  different  sorts  of  schools  from  what  were  known  forty 
years  ago ;  and  a  wise  public  policy  will  enquire  what  meth- 
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ods  in  these  days  will  best  carry  out  our  fundamental  princi- 
ples. Some  would  pretend  to  believe  that  Horace  Mann,  or 
Henry  Barnard,  or  the  Prussian  school  system,  or  Teachers' 
Institutes,  or  Normal  Schools,  have  introduced  these  changes 
into  modern  society.  But  steam  and  lightning  have  had  a 
great  deal  more  to  do  with  it  than  Mann  or  Barnard.  It  is 
Fulton  with  his  steamboat,  and  Morse  with  his  telegraph,  and 
Hoe  with  his  printing  press,  and  Whitney  with  his  cotton  gin, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  inventors*  tribe  ;  it  is  Cunard  steamers, 
and  ocean  telegraphs,  and  Pacific  railroads,  and  Nevada  silver 
mines,  and  daily  newspapers,  and  steam  manufactories  which 
have  brought  us  from  the  quiet  life  of  the  boy  to  the  busy  life 
of  the  man. 

Now,  in  view  of  this  altered  society,  and  in  view  of  the 
obvious  dangers  to  which  the  republic  is  exposed  by  the  inter- 
mingling of  heterogeneous  elements,  by  the  growth  of  large 
cities,  by  the  accumulation  of  enormous  fortunes  in  the  hands 
of  a  few,  and  by  the  reception  of  so  many  foreigners  who  are  des- 
titute of  American  ideas,  we  who  desire  to  see  the  knowl- 
edge and  the  virtue  of  all  the  people  maintained  at  its 
former  standard  are  striving  to  introduce  improvements  in 
school  administration,  which  shall  apply  the  principles  in- 
herited from  our  forefathers  to  the  requirements  of  to-day. 
The  friends  of  common  schools  are  not  agreed  upon  all  the 
points  of  secondary  importance  to  which  attention  is  directed, 
but  on  the  following  there  is  very  close  accordance : 

1.  Education  should  be  made  compulsory  to  such  an  extent 
that  none  of  the  youth  shall  waste  their  time  in  idleness  and 
truancy;  and  hence,  the  adoption  and  the  enforcement  of 
statutes  against  the  excessive  and  injurious  employment  of 
children  in  factories,  and  against  truancy  in  towns  and  cities, 
are  loudly  called  for.  It  is  deemed  especially  important 
to  enlighten  public  opinion  on  the  necessity  for  such  proceed- 
ings, as  otherwise  the  best  of  legislative  or  municipal  enact- 
ments become  at  once  a  dead  letter.  The  cry  of  the  children 
arising  from  factory  villages  in  the  new  world  as  well  as  the 
old  has  been  expressed  in  verses  none  too  strong  from  the  pen 
of  Mrs.  Browning.  Would  that  it  might  be  heard  in  every 
churdi  and  every  household  of  the  land,  till  there  should  be 
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a  uniyereal  clamor  for  the  physical,  mental,  and  moral  im- 
provement of  those  children  whose  parents  are  too  sordid,  too 
ignorant,  or  too  weak  to  provide  for  their  education  ! 

2.  Edncation  should  be  made  so  cheap  that  pecuniary  ob- 
stacles shall  form  no  barrier  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 
Generally,  schools  which  are  absolutely  free  are  advocated  by 
the  friends  of  public  instruction,  and  even  the  few  who  advo- 
cate a  slight  tax  upon  parents  recognize  the  value  of  a  property 
tax,  and  also  the  necessity  of  putting  the  parental  fee  at 
the  very  lowest  point.  Accordingly  we  find  that  in  nearly 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  "  Free  Schools  "  are  established  by 
fundamental  law,  and  in  those  where  a  rate  bill  tor  tuition  is 
maintained,  its  eflGect  is  to  shorten  the  period  during  which  the 
schools  are  kept,  and  to  deter  the  very  children  who  ought  not 
to  be  driven  off,  thus  doing  more  harm  than  good. 

3.  Teachers  should  be  encouraged  to  make  teaching  a  per- 
manent occupation,  and  also  to  qualify  themselves  for  pro- 
ficiency in  their  calling.  Some  would  be  glad  to  see  a  system 
of  examinations  of  teachers,  uniform  and  thorough,  akin  to 
such  as  is  advocated  by  Mr.  Jenckes  for  the  civil  service  of 
the  nation ;  or  such  as  is  now  maintained  in  England  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  universities ;  but  where  such  views  as  these 
do  not  prevail,  the  necessity  of  making  some  provision  for  the 
training  of  young  women  to  be  the  teachers  in  country  schools 
is  almost  universally  recognized.  Women  have  become  the 
teachers  of  New  England  schools,  not  exclusively  but  gener- 
ally. Their  advantages,  compared  with  those  of  young  men, 
are  very  poor,  though  they  are  rapidly  improving.  Multi- 
tudes engage  in  the  work  of  teaching  district  schools,  with  no 
other  preparation  than  the  education  they  have  themselves  re- 
ceived in  district  schools  of  an  inferior  sort.  Hence  something 
like  a  Normal  School,  or  a  prolonged  Teachers'  Institute,  be- 
comes an  absolute  necessity  if  the  public  schools  are  to  be 
maintained  with  vigor. 

4.  Public  Schools  should  be  graded, — which  simply  means 
that  the  scholars  should  be  classified  under  different  teachers 
and  in  different  rooms,  so  that  in  a  given  time  a  higher  educa- 
tion  can   be  secured.     How  far  such  gradation  should   be 
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carried,  and  how  many  scholars  should  be  taught  under  one 
roof,  are  questions  of  local  administration,  on  which  we  shall 
not  enter  now.  Teachers  and  school  authorities  differ  among 
themselves.  None  but  ignorant  or  bitter  opponents  of  a  good 
school  system  object  to  the  gradation  or  classification  of 
scholars.  Little  children  are  taught  by  themselves  with  all 
the  appliances  which  make  a  school  attractive  ;  those  who  are 
more  advanced  come  under  different  teachers,  and  the  older 
boys  and  girls  under  the  direction  of  the  principal.  We  can 
understand  how  public  schools  may  be  intelligently  opposed, 
but  how  '^  graded  schools,"  or  the  classification  of  the  scholars, 
can  be  objected  to,  surpasses  our  comprehension. 

Mr.  Fraser,  to  whom  we  have  before  referred,  thus  explicitly 
advocates  the  adoption  in  England  of  our  graded  school 
system :  "  It  is  the  one  thing,"  he  says,  "  which  our  elementary 
schools  have  not,  and  which  they  most  need.  I  do  not  care  so 
much  about  Common  Schools ;  I  have  no  particular  preference 
for  Free  Schools ;  but  I  do  see  most  clearly  the  advantages  of  a 
Graded  School." 

5.  High  Schools  are  advocated  because  of  their  great  influ- 
ence upon  schools  of  a  lower  grade,  awakening  a  love  of  knowl- 
edge, and  an  aspiration  for  its  attainment  in  all  the  younger 
scholars ;  and  also,  because,  at  a  very  slight  cost,  young  men 
and  young  women,  who  would  otherwise  be  excluded  from 
education  beyond  the  rudiments,  have  the  doors  of  higher 
education  thrown  open  to  them.  Whether  these  high  schools 
should  be  maintained  by  districts,  towns,  or  counties,  and 
what  should  be  their  range  of  studies,  are  variable  questions 
to  be  determined  in  different  localities  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples already  laid  down. 

6.  The  influence  of  the  State,  and  the  distribution  of  State 
school-funds,  should  tend  to  the  encouragement  and  reward  of 
local  fidelity  and  enterprise,  and  to  the  removal  of  local  negli- 
gence and  meanness ;  and,  so,  also,  the  whole  power  of  the 
town,  pecuniary  and  moral,  should  be  brought  to  bear  on 
those  forlorn  and  decaying  districts  which,  without  this  outside 
influence,  will  descend  into  the  very  "  barbarism  of  ignorance." 

Such  are  some  of  the  secondary  principles,  or  rather  the 
applications  of  fundamental  principles,  which  are  now-a-days 
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advocated  by  the  friends  of  good  public  schools.  No  radical 
changes  are  proposed,  but  only  the  united  and  vigorous  carry- 
ing out  in  our  day  of  those  very  doctrines  which  have  made 
New  England  hold  so  honorable  a  position  in  thrift,  intelli- 
gence, and  general  uprightness. 

Why  is  it  that  the  views  which  we  have  laid  down  awaken 
such  bitter  opposition  ? 

Part  of  the  hostility  to  public  schools  undoubtedly  comes 
from  the  dread  of  increased  taxation.  We  do  not  know 
whether  the  custom  is  a  general  one ;  but,  in  Connecticut,  the 
taxation  for  schools  is  a  distinct  item  which  every  tax  payer  is 
particularly  reminded  of  when  the  collector  calls  upon  him. 
Other  taxes  are  consolidated  in  such  a  way  that  the  citizen 
cannot  tell  his  proportion  of  the  tax  expended  for  a  given 
object.  He  pays  town  or  city  taxes  for  all  the  manifold  wants 
of  the  community  except  for  schools.  He  cannot  tell  what 
the  tax  is  for  maintaining  the  fire  department,  or  the  police,  or 
the  aIniB-house,  or  the  jail,  or  the  support  of  out-door  poor, 
but  he  can  tell  exactly  what  he  pays  for  the  public  school ; 
and  it  is  not  every  one  who  stops  to  think  that  the  money  paid 
on  school  account  is  money  saved  from  the  account  of  vice  and 
crime ;  though  if  the  school  tax  should  be  given  up,  property 
holders  may  be  very  sure  that  it  would  not  be  many  years  be- 
fore the  town  and  city  taxes  would  be  augmented  to  a  like 
amount  by  increased  expenses  for  constables  and  jails. 

We  acknowledge  that  public  schools  are  costly  ;  but  in  itself 
this  is  no  reason  for  abandoning  them.  Bailroads,  and  steam- 
boats, city  halls,  and  fire  departments,  courts  of  justice,  post 
offices,  poor-houses,  and  prisons — all  are  costly ;  but  some  of 
these  establishments  are  worth  what  they  cost.  Is  it  not  so 
with  the  public  schools?  Do  they  not  save  the  cost  of  other 
outlays  for  police  and  prisons  ?  Do  they  not  add  to  the  mate- 
rial wealth  of  the  State  by  training  up  a  higher  class  of 
citizens  ?  Do  they  not  add  to  the  social  happiness  of  the 
community  by  making  the  citizens  of  every  occupation  intel- 
ligent and  sensible  \ 

£Dt,  after  all,  public  schools  are  not  so  costly  as  many 
people  think  who  look  at  the  aggregate  sums  which  are  paid, 
and  not  at  the   number  of  children  who    are  taught.     Mr. 
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Fraser,  from  inquiries  made  in  eleven  of  the  chief  cities  of  the 
Union,  ascertained  that  the  average  cost  to  the  public  for  tui- 
tion only,  in  the  public  schools,  was  $10.39  per  annum  ;  and 
that  an  American  farmer  can  educate  his  children  at  a  cost  to 
the  community  of  not  more  than  one-third  the  amount  at 
which  the  Committee  of  Council  in  England  estimate  the 
cost  of  educating  the  laborers'  children. 

Another  source  of  opposition  is  found  in  the  apprehension 
of  dangerous  "  tendencies  "  in  the  views  we  have  laid  down. 
We  can  imagine  a  persort  going  so  far  as  to  claim  that  if  public 
schools  are  maintained,  public  theaters  must  be,  public  trips  to 
Europe,  public  education  in  foreign  universities  and  the  like, 
as  if  there  was  no  common  sense  in  the  community  to  govern 
public  outlays.  We  can  imagine  that  the  great  cry  of  hostility 
to  the  public  school  system  will  be  its  tendency,  but  not  that 
public  legislatures  will  be  deceived  thereby. 

Let  us  pause  for  a  moment  to  enquire  what  means  this  cry 
of  "tendency,''  a  cry  which  was  used  so  absurdly  a  short 
time  since  when  we  were  told  that  the  improvement  of  Con- 
necticut common  schools  would  end  in  a  National  University 
at  a  cost  of  thirty  millions.  These  alarmists  fors:et  that  where 
there  is  a  current,  there  is  also  a  counter  current ;  and  that  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  is  not  likely  to  be  emptied  because  there  is  a 
tendency  in  the  gulf-stream  to  carry  northward  its  waters. 
There  is  a  tendency  in  the  emancipation  of  human  thought 
which  took  place  in  the  sixteenth  century  to  evoke  a  race 
of  irreligious  freethinkers,  but  is  there  anybody  who  would 
prefer  the  days  of  medieval  darkness?  There  is  a  tendency 
in  republican  institutions  to  send  such  men  as  Morrissey  to 
Congress,  and  to  make  a  Mayor  of  Fernando  Wood  ;  but  we 
are  yet  to  find  the  American  who  would  prefer  a  crown  in 
place  of  the  ballot-box,  as  the  emblem  of  sovereignty.  Tliere 
is  a  tendency  in  the  earth  to  fly  away  from  the  solar  source  of 
heat,  but  who  thinks  it  a  necessity  to  lay  in  extra  coal  i 

Obviously,  in  estimating  a  tendency,  our  work  is  but  half 
done  if  we  do  not  estimate  also  the  counteracting  force.  It  is 
the  equation  of  centrifugal  and  centripetal  forces  which  keeps 
the  earth  in  its  orbit ;  it  is  the  equation  of  opposite  tenden- 
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cies  in  public  affaire  which  maintains  the  eqnilibrinm  of  the 
State ;  and  while  a  few  may  cry  out  against  "  a  tendency  to 
commnnisDn  "  as  they  call  it  in  the  common  school,  as  com- 
monly conducted,  because  it  is  largely  supported  by  a  tax  upon 
property,  and  is  open  to  all  the  people,  that  is,  to  the  commons, 
we  agree  with  the  advocates  of  popular  enlightenment  at  home 
and  abroad,  in  discovering  here  the  same  counteracting  influ- 
ences which  regulate  many  other  of  our  common  institutions, 
the  common-park,  the  common-highway,  the  common-wealth, 
and,  if  the  reader  please,  the  common-prayer.  Common  Sense 
IS  THE  EliNO  in  this  democratic  republic.  It  is  sovereign  in  re- 
sisting all  tendencies  to  communism  ;  it  governs  the  state,  it 
governs  the  nation,  it  governs  public  opinion,  it  governs  the 
Common  School. 

The  English  statesman  was  right  when  he  told  his  hearers 
that  the  fears  which  are  entertained  of  enervating  influences 
from  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  Public  Schools  find  no 
sort  of  confirmation  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  As 
this  royal  rule  of  Common  Sense  has  guided  us  for  two  hun- 
dred years,  we  are  not  afraid  to  trust  it  now.  Some  of  those 
who  would  represent  the  people  may  be  frightened  by  this 
tendency  cry  ;  but  the  people  themselves  will  not  be  easily  mis- 
led by  an  argument  so  specious. 

We  urge  upon  those  who  dread  this  tendency,  to  study  the 
records  of  the  past,  and  see  that  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years  in  New  England,  the  Public  School  has  been  at  work 
without  producing  any  dreadful  results.  "We  will  not  fill  these 
pages  with  the  extracts  which  could  be  easily  made  from  the 
Colonial  Kecords  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  now  every- 
where accessible,  but  we  refer  to  the  documents  themselves 
with  entire  confidence  that  the  historical  student  will  agree 
with  us  in  the  statement,  that  what  we  have  presented  as  the 
essential  principles  of  the  New  England  or  American  system 
of  Public  Schools  were  recognized  two  hundred  years  ago ;  and 
have  not  been  essentially  modified  from  that  time  to  the 
present.  Even  most  of  the  points  to  which  we  have  referred 
as  secondary  and  non-essential  were  regarded  by  the  fathers  in 
the  same  light  in  which  they  are  now  regarded  by  the  most 
diligent  and  intelligent  advocates  of  popular  education. 
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See  the  views  of  Mr.  Bancroft: 

"The  constitution  of  Massacbiisetts  required  a  system  of  uniyersal  publio 
education  as  a  vital  element  in  the  State.  The  measure  was  a  bequest  from  tiieir 
fathers,  endeared  by  a  long  experience  of  its  benefits,  and  supported  by  the  re- 
flective judgment  of  the  people.  As  yet,  the  system  was  established  nowhere 
else  except  in  Connecticut  Pennsylvania  aimed  at  no  more  than  *  to  instruct 
youth  at  low  prices.*  The  difference  between  the  two  systems  was  infinitei 
The  first  provided  instruction  at  the  cost  of  the  State  for  every  child  within  its 
borders;  and  bound  up  its  schools  in  its  publio  life;  while  the  other  only  pro- 
posed to  dole  out  a  bounty  to  the  poor."* 

"While  we  anticipate  very  great  improvements  in  the  public 
school  systems  of  the  United  States,  and  welcome  accordingly 
all  criticisms  and  recommendations  which  proceed  from  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  carry  out  those  fundamental  principles  to  which 
we  have  called  attention  (such,  for  example,  as  those  suggested 
in  a  recent  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Harrington  of  New  Bedford), 
we  look  at  the  same  time  for  a  different  kind  of  criticism,  tend- 
ing not  to  reform,  but  to  destroy.  Very  few  will  be  bold 
enough  to  say  that  the  pocket  is  the  source  of  their  hostility  to 
modem  public  schools,  and  fewer  still  will  advocate  so  offen- 
sive a  doctrine  as  the  establishment  of  pauper  schools,  but  the 
dread  of  higher  school  taxes  is  a  subtle  cause,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  pauper  schools  is  a  sure  result  of  some  of  the  meas- 
ures which  are  advocated  among  us.  One  writer  has  gone  so 
far  as  to  complain  of  "  the  new  measures,"  which  are  based 
on  "  the  deceptive  plan  that  the  schools  for  the  poor  should  be 
made  as  good  as  the  schools  for  the  rich,"  and  to  talk  of  '^  the 
dap-trap  declamation  about  the  children  of  the  poor  sitting  on 
the  same  seat  with  the  children  of  the  rich."  But  there  are 
many  whose  opinions  indirectly  involve  the  establishment  of 
the  pauper  system.     Let  us  show  how  this  is  true. 

One  man  objects  to  Normal  Schools,  having  an  idea  that 
they  are  useless  excrescences.  He  does  not  stop  to  ascertain 
that  the  great  reason  for  advocating  Normal  Schools  is  because 
it  is  so  hard  to  get  good  teachers.  College  graduates  are,  in 
these  days,  in  hiiste  for  professional  employment.  Other  com- 
petent young  men  are  drawn  into  business  which  will  "pay," 
large  numbers  being  of  late  years  led  away  from  teaching  to 

*  Bancroft*B  History  of  the  United  States,  YoL  IX.,  p.  270. 
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serve  as  book  agents  and  solicitors  for  life  insurance  companies. 
Women  have  already  taken  the  places  once  filled  by  young  men. 
Many  of  these  ladies  are  young  and  inexperienced,  and  have 
had  no  other  advantages  than  the  district  school  of  the  conn- 
try  town.  They  are  bright,  and  earnest,  and  have  native  adap- 
tation to  the  teacher's  work,  but  unless  they  have  some  train- 
ing for  it,  their  schools  will  be  so  poor,  that  only  the  poor  will 
accept  their  instructions.  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  Boston 
and  Springfield,  can  get  along  without  State  Normal  Schools  ; 
but  for  the  country  towns  it  is  indispensable  that  some 
means  should  be  contrived  for  the  training  of  young  women 
for  the  work  of  teachers,  or  otherwise  pauper  schools  alone  will 
flonrifih  in  the  rural  districts. 

Another  person  objects  to  the  High  School,  without  stop- 
ping to  see  how  great  its  influence  is  upon  the  schools  of  lower 
grade,  how  it  tends  to  keep  the  scholars  longer  under  the  in- 
fluence of  instruction,  how  it  opens  the  door  to  higher  educa- 
tion to  those  who  would  otherwise  be  excluded,  and  how  it 
tends  even  more  than  the  primary  school  to  bind  together  in 
the  brotherhood  of  American  citizens  those  who  might  other- 
wise be  estranged.  The  High  School  is  a  constant  reminder 
to  the  public  that  the  Public  School  is  for  all.  To  dispense 
with  its  influence  is  to  impair  the  system,  and  render  it  less 
attractive  to  those  who  are  taxed  for  its  support,  and  who  have 
a  right  to  demand  a  system  for  all.  The  pauper  system  needs 
no  High  School. 

Anojther  objection  is  brought  against  Graded  School  houses. 
These  are  simply  good  buildings,  erected  so  as  to  last,  and  de- 
signed to  provide  in  the  most  eflicient  and  economical  way 
for  the  instruction  of  the  large  number  of  children  who  must 
be  taught  in  large  towns  and  densely  peopled  villages.  It  is 
an  arrangement  which  parents  know  how  to  value,  and  which 
tax-payers,  if  they  understood  it,  would  be  the  last  to  dispense 
with.  But  do  away  with  graded  schools,  mix  up  in  one  room 
children  of  all  ages,  provide  no  course  of  study,  let  each  teacher 
manage  as  she  likes,  without  help  or  oversight,  and  the  schools 
are  at  once  deserted  by  all  who  can  get  away,  and  become  in- 
evitably pauper  schools. 

Another  says,  "I  object  to  free  schools.    Make  every  parent 
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pay  for  tuition,  and  don't  tax  those  who  don't  use  the  Public 
ScJiools  for  their  own  offspring."  This  is  another  device  to  get 
the  rich  by  themselves  and  the  poor  by  themselves.  Practi- 
cally this  very  thing  is  done  at  this  very  day  in  many  a  coun- 
try town  in  New  England, — and  with  what  results  ?  The  schools 
are,  in. such  cases,  so  forlorn,  the  teachers  so  ill-paid,  and  the 
local  obstacles  to  progress  so  great  that  a  constant  outcry  of 
dissatisfaction  arises  from  all  who  are  intelligent  enough  to  see 
that  a  good  school,  at  whatever  cost,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  which  a  community  can  desire.  All  who  can  afford 
it  resort  at  great  cost  to  other  means  of  education,  and  the 
pauper  school  remains  for  the  few  who  can  get  no  better. 

Thus,  one  by  one,  all  the  features  which  make  up  a  good 
school  system  are  opposed  and  put  down  in  theory  if  not  fact, 
by  those  who  advocate,  often  without  knowing  what  they  pro- 
pose, a  system  for  paupers.  Experience  has  demonstrated  that 
the  prevalence  of  their  views  iovolves  such  results.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  "  tendency  "  or  of  theory.  Mr.  Gradgrind  him- 
self can  be  shown  that  it  is  a  matter  of  fact.  ^'  Give  me  the 
little  red  school  of  forty  years  ago,"  we  can  hear  these  objec- 
tors say,  "  and  we  will  be  content."  We  can  tell  them  that 
there  are  plenty  of  just  such  ^school  houses  left  all  over  Con- 
necticut, and,  indeed,  throughout  New  England.  They  stand 
at  the  corners  of  the  cross  roads,  unenclosed,  looking  ''  brown 
and  bare "  as  Maud  Muller's  ancle,  with  the  window,  lights 
broken,  and  the  benches  hacked  up  by  the  scratches  and  cuts 
which  have  come  down  from  a  former  generation.  We 
heard  the  other  day  of  the  sale  of  one  such  little  red  school 
house  in  Windham  county,  which  was  purchased  by  some 
farmer  for  a  hen-house,  at  the  price  of  five  dollars,  ^^  the  opinion 
of  the  neighbors  being  that  the  hens  bad  the  worst  of  the  bar- 
gain." A  year  or  two  ago  we  met  with  an  account  of  another 
little  red  school  house,  in  a  district  we  could  name.  It  is 
said  to  be  one  of  the  richest  of  agricultural  districts  in  Conneo- 
ticut,  and  is  famous  for  its  perpetuation  of  the  old  fashioned 
method.  Its  school  house  has  been  figured  in  a  well  known 
work  on  School  Architecture  as  an  example  of  the  schools 
which  were.  ^^  A  few  years  since  a  denizen  of  the  district  left 
a  few  hundred  dollars,  the  income  to  be  expended  in  support 
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of  the  school,  provided  they  shoald  read  and  epell  in  school  at 
the  same  time,  and  just  as  many  times  a  day  as  they  did  when 
he  was  a  boy."  Last  year  they  received  a  Webster's  Diction- 
ary, in  common  with  other  districts,  from  State  appropriations. 
Their  last  act  was  to  vote  to  sell  it  for  eight  dollars! 

Clergymen  and  school  visitors,  familiar  with  what  are  called 
the  "  oatlying  districts,"  away  from  villages  and  churches,  will 
recognize  the  truth  of  the  picture  we  draw,  and  will  he  the 
last  to  desire  to  see  perpetuated  the  little  red  school  house  at 
the  comer  of  the  cross  roads. 

We  wish  our  space  was  ample  enough  for  an  expansion  of 
the  benefits  of  maintaining  a  Public  System  of  Schools.  With 
all  its  imperfections  the  New  England  system  works  better 
than  any  other  which  the  human  race  has  yet  devised; 
it  sheds  more  penetrating  light  upon  the  darkness  of  the  land 
than  any  other  agency  of  man ;  it  makes  books  and  newspapers 
fruitful ;  it  promotes  industry,  ingenuity,  and  wealth ;  it  pre- 
pares the  citizen  for  the  duties  of  the  commonwealth ;  it  trains 
the  factory  operative  for  domestic  enjoyment ;  it  Americanizes 
the  foreigner ;  it  bidds  together  the  more  favored  and  the  less 
&vored  in  ties  of  acquaintance  and  friendliness ;  it  tits  us  all 
for  the  brotherhood  of  a  republic ;  it  promotes  morality  and 
virtue,  and  prepares  the  mind  for  the  reception  of  sound  relig- 
ious truth.  It  is  a  cheap,  a  satisfactory,  a  pliable,  and  a  pene- 
trating influence  for  good  which  may  reach  every  farm,  every 
workshop,  every  store,  and  every  house  with  its  perennial  good. 
What  substitute  can  be  given  ? 

Though  we  are  well  aware  of  the  dangers  to  which  this  sys- 
tem is  exposed,  from  local  mismanagement,  from  unwise  or 
extravagant  expenditures,  from  the  apathy  of  the  community, 
and  various  other  circumstances,  we  believe,  that  the  system 
which  we  have  expounded  is  destined  to  live  a  thousand  years. 
Mankind  was  long  in  arriving  at  the  notion  of  a  Free  Church, 
long  in  securing  a  Free  State,  long  in  obtaining  a  Free  School, 
but  once  discovered  and  acquired,  the  three  will  go  hand  iu 
hand.  Together  they  will  rise ;  together  they  will  fall.  The 
least  of  all  our  dangers  is  the  danger  of  goiog  too  far  in  the 
education  of  the  people. 

The  idea  of  the  Public  School,  devised  and  developed  by  the 
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earliest  settlers  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  has  been 
adopted  through  New  England  and  through  the  land.  New 
York  accepted  it  before  the  close  of  the  last  century.  It  has 
followed  the  line  of  New  England  emigration.  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  and  the  other  Republics  of  the  "West  have 
planted  the  school  for  all  in  all  the  towns  within  their  borders. 
The  golden  State  has  added  this  jewel  to  its  radiant  crown. 
The  Pacific  Railroad  will  carry  with  the  log  cabin  of  the  settler 
the  public  free  school  for  his  children.  Even  Utah  has  adopted 
the  New  England  system.  The  States  of  the  South  have  re- 
cognized the  fact  that  it  was  the  Common  School  which  fought 
the  battles  of  the  war,  and  fitted  the  Northerners  for  victory. 
Tennessee  and  Louisiana  have  sent  to  Connecticut  for  counsel 
and  aid.  Kentucky  has  discovered  that  her  people  will  not 
remain  at  home  while  the  agents  of  other  States  are  able  to 
oflfer  free  public  education  to  all  who  will  avail  themselves  of 
it.*  Other  States,  southern  and  midland,  are  devising  meas- 
ures to  adopt  the  system.  Even  the  mother  land  looks  favor- 
ably on  our  results.  Earl  Russell,  while  pointing  to  the  fact 
that  three  persons  in  every  ten  in  England  cannot  write  their 
names,  quotes  Mr.  Eraser  in  proof  of  the  general  intelligence 
of  the  American  citizen ;  and  the  PaU  Mall  Gazette^f  in  a 
vigorous  leader,  claims  that  education  should  be  regarded  "  by 
the  legislature  and  by  the  people,  neither  as  a  benefit  conferred 
by  the  rich  upon  the  poor,  nor  as  a  lesson  taught  by  spiritual 
superiors  to  spiritual  inferiors,  but  as  a  great  advantage  pur- 
chased for  the  nation  at  large,  by  the  nation  at  large,  just  as 
we  purchase  for  ourselves  a  thousand  other  things,  protection 
from  violence,  the  administration  of  justice,  supplies  of  gas, 
water,  and  other  conveniences."  Even  John  Stuart  Mill,  the 
able  opponent  of  State  interference  in  the  concerns  of  individ- 
uals, makes  a  clear  exception  of  education,  in  which  he  claims 
that  the  State  may  rightly  interfere.^  Thus  spreads  the  no- 
tion of  a  school  tor  all,  maintained  by  all. 


*  See  the  able  report  of  Z.  F.  Smith,  SaperiDtendcnt  of  Public  Instruction  in 
Kentucky,  Dec.  2,  1867. 
f  December  S,  1861 
X  Political  Economy,  YoL  II. 
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AimcLB  Vin— METEORIC    ASTRONOMY;     AND    THE 
NEW  HAVEN  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  ITS  PROGRESS. 

Sciences,  as  well  as  empires,  are  perpetually  changing  their 
boundaries.  New  provinces  are  annexed  here,  or  old  ones  re- 
linqDiehed  there,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  discovery  and 
progress.  As  onr  government  has  taken  in  Aliaska,  so  Astron- 
omy has  just  been  adding  fresh  territory  to  her  already  magnifi- 
cent domain — territory  mapped,  indeed,  from  time  immemo- 
rial as  within  the  confines  of  meterology,  yet  remaining,  until 
lately,  like  onr  new  acquisition,  almost  a  terra  incognita. 
Astronomy  has,  in  short,  extended  her  scepter  and  laws  over 
those  wild  tribes  of  fiery  Meteors,  which,  at  times,  like  fiying 
Bedouins  or  Camanches,  have  shot  forth  upon  the  heavens 
from  realnis  of  mystery  and  darkness,  to  perplex  and  alarm 
mankind.  Lawless  nomads  they  seemed — independent  hordes 
—with  little  in  common,  save  the  indefinite  theatre  of  their 
irruptions — the  regions  of  the  air;  yet,  thanks  to  the  assiduity 
of  Hdtronofners,  they  have  all  at  last,  it  is  believed,  been 
tracked  to  a  common  haunt,  and  shown  to  be  essentially  of  one 
origin,  and  under  one  regime. 

For  long  centuries,  down  indeed  to  recent  times,  Meteorites^ 
FtrehalU^  and  Shooting-stars  were  scarcely  suspected  of  belong- 
ing to  the  same  class  of  bodies ;  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  few 
year«  that  they  have  been  finally  demonstrated  to  be,  in  reality, 
cosnnical  bodies,  having  their  native  range  in  or  beyond  the 
interplanetary  spaces,  and  owning  the  sway  of  astronomical 
laws.    They  are  now,  in  fact,  among  the  most  interesting  ob- 
jects that  astronomy  presents  to  ufe.     Their  complete  naturali- 
zation as  proper  subjects  of  that  science  has,  indeed,  wonder- 
fully enhanced  the  interest  and  importance  that  previously 
attached  to  them ;  for  while  as  phenomena  of  the  upper  air 
— meteors  proper — they   are  still   as  magnificent,  if  not  as 
marvelous  as  before,  they  now  are  known  to  come  to  us,  all 
of  them  from  regions  extra-terrestial,  and  some  of  them  from 
the  remotest  depths  of  space ;   and  while  thus  representing 
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even,  perhaps,  the  remotest  outskirts  of  the  nniverse,  they  yet, 
in  their  appointed  circuits,  approach  at  times,  not  only  like 
other  astronomical  bodies,  within  the  range  of  our  vision,  but 
some  of  them,  at  least — the  aerolites — even  of  our  actual 
touch.  We  handle  them,  weigh  them,  analyze  them.  We 
apply  to  them  the  microscope,  as  well  as,  or  instead  of,  the 
telescope ;  which  can  be  said  of  no  other  cosmical  bodies. 
They  become  indeed  samples  to  us  of  the  materials  of  which 
other  worlds  are  made ;  '^  pocket  planets,"  as  Humboldt  called 
them, — revealing  to  us  knowledge  that  the  grandest  telescope 
and  the  profoundest  mathematical  analysis  cannot  give.  Is  it 
not  then  a  splendid  conquest  that  astronomy  has  made,  in  thus 
taking  captive  these  meteor-tribes,  and  annexing  their  terri- 
tory to  her  own  domain } 

And  the  steps  of  this  conquest  have  been  scarcely  less 
brilliant  than  those  by  which  Le  Verrier  and  Adams  added  the 
planet  Neptune  to  the  solar  constituency,  or  even  those  by 
which  Copernicus  and  Newton  extended  the  dominion  of  true 
*  science  and  known  law  over  th'e  whole  planetary  system.  And 
to  Americans  it  will  be  a  reflection  not  without  interest,  that 
this  achievement  has  been  due,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the 
labors  of  scientists  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is  freely 
acknowledged  we  believe  in  Europe,  that  Yale  College  has 
taken  the  lead  of  European  observatories,  in  the  study  of 
meteors.  Long  ago  the  zeal  of  her  cwoane  in  this  direction,  se- 
cured for  her  among  her  neighbors  the  sportive  designation  of 
"  proprietor "  of  these  bodies,  or  more  seriously  of  "  head- 
quarters "  of  operations  relating  to  them.  President  Clap  in 
the  last  century  (1781)  wrote  and  published  on  the  subject. 
The  names  of  Olmsted,  Twining,  and  Herrick,  of  later  date, 
are  familiar  to  men  of  science  the  world  over,  as  associated 
with  the  observation  and  discussion  of  meteoric  phenomena. 
But,  by  a  noticeable  coincidence,  the  name  most  eminent, 
whether  here  or  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  these  bodies,  is 
the  same  name  that  was  made  illustrious,  two  centuries  ago, 
in  connection  with  the  theory  of  gravitation.  If  the  first 
Newton  extended  the  laws  of  gravity  to  the  greater  bodies  of 
the  system,  the  second  Newton  has  done  essentially  the  same 
thing  for  these  minuter  bodies.    Not  that  he  has  been  the  only 
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Buccessfal  laborer  in  this  field,  as  his  illuBtrious  namesake  was 
not  alone  in  his.  But  while  the  grand  resalt  hVs  been  due,  as 
18  nsnally  the  case  when  science  takes  a  new  step  forward,  to 
the  combined  eflTorts  of  many  and  widely  scattered  laborers 
(among  them  Chladni,  Brandes,  Benzenberg,  Olbers,  Quetelet, 
Haidinger,  Schiaparelli,  Greg,  and  many  others  abroad,  with  eb- 
pecially  the  three  above  named  at  home),  nevertheless,  Prof. 
Newton,  we  believe,  is  recognized  by  those  most  competent 
to  judge,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  as  having  contributed 
to  this  result  in  a  larger  degree,  both  in  the  way  of  obser- 
vation and  analysis,  than  any  other  one  man.  We  have  be- 
fgre  ns,  in  a  French  Scientific  Journal,  two  extended  Articles 
devoted  almost  exclusively,  and  indeed  professedly,  to  an  ex- 
position of  the  labors  of  Prof.  Newton  in  this  field,  and  freely 
assigning  him  the  position  we  have  just  indicated  ; — a  position, 
we  are  confident,  which  no  faithful  history  of  the  subject, 
however  brief,  can  fail  of  also  according  to  him. 

In  the  cursory  glance  which  we  propose  to  take,  in  this 
Article,  at  Meteoric  Astronomy  (as  it  is  called  by  some,  or 
Astro-Meteorology  by  others),  we  cannot,  of  course,  expect  to 
even  name  all  the  laborers  in  so  broad  a  field,  much  less  assign 
to  each  his  due  portion  of  credit ;  nor  can  we"  hope  to  make 
anything  like  a  complete  survey  of  this  new  branch  of  science, 
either  in  its  facts,  theory,  or  history.  Our  aim  will  have  been 
accomplished,  if  we  shall  succeed  in  presenting  such  an  out- 
line of  its  leading  points,  and  of  the  results  of  recent  investi- 
gations, as  may  reasonably  be  expected  in  a  single  Article  nn- 
illustrated  by  diagrams,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  untechnical 
in  language.  We  attempt  thus  much  in  response  to  the 
general  interest  recently  awakened  among  all  classes,  by  the 
striking  fulfillment  of  a  new  species  of  astronomical  predic- 
tion— that  of  showers  of  shooting  stars ;  prediction  we  mean, 
not  in  the  sense  of  vague  conjecture,  from  the  fact  of  previous 
occurrence  merely,  but  as  the  result  of  definite  knowledge  of 
the  laws  governing  the  phenomena.  The  annual  recurrence  of 
showers  of  shooting  stars  on  particular  days,  as  that  of  the 
10th  of  August,  is  well  calculated  to  awaken  interest,  especially 
in  scientific  circles ;  but  such  a  recurrence  after  the  lapse  of  a 
cycle  of  years,  and  in  confirmation  of  mathematical  theory,  is 
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an  event  of  a  much  more  impressive  character.  The  repetition 
on  the  mornings  of  the  14th  of  November,  1860  and  1867, 
though  on  a  diminished  scale,  of  the  magnificent  meteoric  dis- 
pla}',  which,  on  the  morning  of  November  13th,  1833,  so 
startled  observers  throughout  the  United  States,  and  led  to 
those  investigations  that  have  since  been  so  successfully  pur- 
sued by  men  of  science,  has  been  well  calculated  to  reawaken 
the  popular  interest  in  these  phenomena,  which  followed  their 
occurrence  a  third  of  a  century  ago. 

•  But,  though  shooting  stars  are  the  class  of  meteors  freshest 
in  our  minds,  and  claim  chief  attention  as  having  been  most 
directly  the  occasion  of  settling  on  a  scientific  basis  the  genertj 
theory  of  meteors,  the  other  two  classes  under  which  these 
bodies  are  commonly  treated — viz.,  aerolites  and  fireballs  (or 
bolides) — are  those  that  earliest  attracted  attention,  and  are 
calculated,  in  some  respects,  at  least,  to  excite  the  deepest  in- 
terest. Showers  of  stones  from  the  sky — the  sudden  opening 
of  masked  batteries  in  the  heavens,  the  flash  and  glare  of 
flaming  masses  suddenly  dashing  through  the  firmament  and 
exploding  with  the  noise,  sometimes,  of  thousands  of  bursting 
bombs,  scattering  pondercuis  projectiles,  stones  and  rocks,  or 
iron  holders,  at  random  among  the  habitations  of  men — are 
phenomena,  it  must  be  confessed,  by  no  means  well  adapted 
to  quiet  weak  nerves,  or  calm  susceptible  imaginations.  Such 
discharges  of  celestial  grape  and  canister  figure  largely  among 
the  ancient  prodigies,  -^schylus  introduces  a  "  shower  of  round 
stones"  into  the  machinery  of  tragedy.  Livy  tells  us  of  a  fall 
of  aerolites  on  Mount  Alba,  about  the  close  of  the  first  century 
afler  the  founding  of  Rome ;  a  prodigy  for  which  a  nine  days' 
festival  was  observed,  as  was  afterwards  the  custom,  in  case  of 
similar  occurrences.  One  of  the  most  celebrated  meteorites  of 
antiquity  is  that  described  in  the  Parian  Chronicle  as  having 
fallen  at  w£gos-Potamos  in  Thrace,  in  the  781st  Olympiad, 
and  said  to  have  been  of  the  size  of  two  mill-stones,  and  of 
the  weight  of  a  '^  wagon  load."  Its  fall  is  mentioned,  by  many 
ancient  authors,  as  an  event  which  excited  the  greatest  won- 
der among  all  classes,  and  which  the  Greeks,  in  their  rever- 
ence for  Anaxagoras,  gave  him  the  credit  of  having  predicted. 
Another,  of  immense  size,  fell,  in  the  year  921,  into  the  river 
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Narni,  near  Rome,  and  remained  projecting  more  than  a  cubit 
above  the  water.  In  a  chnrch  at  Ensieheim,  in  Germany,  may 
Btill  be  seen  a  stone  weighing  2601bs.,  which  fell,  from  the 
heavens  on  Wednesday,  November  7th,  1492,  and  penetrated 
the  earth  **  to  the  depth  of  a  man's  statnre,  which  everybody 
explained  to  be  the  will  of  Ood  that  it  should  be  found,"  as 
runs  the  narrative  drawn  up  at  the  time  by  order  of  the  Em- 
peror Kazimilian,  and  deposited  in  the  chnrch  with  the  stone. 
So  strange  an  event  naturally  excited  the  greatest  wonder 
among  all  ranks,  and  was  looked  upon  as  "  really  a  miracle  of 
Grod."  Later  history  abounds  in  similar  stone-showers. 
"Pieces  of  rock  of  enormous  dimensions  and  of  immense 
weight — ten  of  them  weighing  a  hundred  pounds  each  " — ^fell, 
with  1,200  lesser  aerolites,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1511,  at 
mid-day,  on  the  plain  of  Crema,  in  Italy,  "  where  never  before 
was  seen  a  stone  of  the  size  of  an  egg."  There  was  almost  a 
"midnight  gloom,"  and  '*  unheard  of  thunders,  mingled  with 
awful  lightnings,  resounding  through  the  heavens."  Two 
stones  of  200  and  300  pounds  fell  also  near  Verona,  in  1762  ; 
an  extensive  shower  of  stones,  near  Agen,  in  1770 ;  a  stone 
of  661b8.,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  Dec.  18,  1796.  Nearly  3,000 
rocky  fragments  fell,  in  open  day,  on  the  26th  of  April,  1803, 
at  L'Aigle,  in  France,  penetrating  the  earth  to  a  considerable 
distance,  and  one  of  them  weighing  seventeen  and  a  half 
pounds*  As  in  other  cases  of  the  fall  of  aerolites,  this  also 
was  preceded  by  an  immense  fire-ball,  which  shooting  with 
great  rapidity  through  the  atmosphere,  exploded  with  a  tre- 
mendous noise,  like  thunder,  which  was  heard  for  seventy  miles 
around,  A  shower  of  meteorites  fell,  in  broad  day,  in  1825,  at 
Honolalu,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  accompanied  by  the  usual 
thunderingdetonation8,resemblingdischargesof  artillery,  which 
led  the  natives  to  rush  to  the  nearest  •  hill-tops,  commanding 
a  view  of  tlie  ocean,  in  order  to  see  the  man-of-war,  or  naval 
fight,  from  which  they  supposed  the  sounds  proceeded.  A 
siuiilar  bombardment  from  the  skies  took  place  near  the  French 
village  of  Orgneil,  May  14th,  1864,  after  the  passage  and  vio- 
lent explosion  of  a  brilliant  meteor,  which  was  seen  from  Paris 
to  the  Spanish  border.  Aerolites  fell  in  1865,  January  19th, 
at  Mouza  Khoona,  in  India ;  August  12th,  at  Dundrum,  Ire- 
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land  (weight  41b8.  14oz.);  August  20th,  one  of  S^lbe.,  at 
Erinpoorahy  India;  August  25th,  at  Shergotty,  India;  the 
same  day,  two  near  Anmale  in  Algeria,  one  of  them  weighing 
60  pounds,  and  penetrating  20  inches  into  very  hard  earth, 
and  another,  nearly  as  large,  12  miles  away.  In  1866,  May 
30th,  there  was  a  fall  of  several  stones,  at  St.  Mesmin,  France, 
one  of  them  weighing  five  pounds,  another  four  pounds,  an- 
other one  pound.  Ten  days  .later,  June  9th  a  great  volley  of 
stones,  amounting  to  half  a  ton  weight  in  the  aggregate,  was 
discharged  with  a  report "  like  that  of  a  hundred  cannons,"  from 
a  flaming  meteor,  which  exploded,  in  broad  day,  over  Knyahinya, 
in  Hungary,  leaving  in  its  path  through  the  sky  a  dense  cloud, 
ten  times  the  apparent  width  of  the  sun.  One  of  the  frag- 
ments weighed  676lb8.,  and  there  were  nearly  1000  smaller 
ones.  But,  to  come  nearer  home;  on  Monday  morning, 
December  14th,  1807,  a  splendid  meteor  came  streaming 
through  the  sky  from  the  northwest,  "  like  a  burning  firebrand 
carried  against  the  wind,"  passing  fifty  miles  above  the  Hel- 
derbergs  in  New  York,  and  finally  exploded  with  the  usual 
artillery-like  detonations,  at  the  height  of  seven  or  eight  miles, 
over  the  town  of  Weston,  in  Connecticut,  discharging  in  vari- 
ous directions  a  great  number  of  stones,  some  of  which,  strik- 
ing on  solid  rock,  were  shivered  into  minute  fragments.  One 
of  these  it  was  thought  must  have  weighed  200  pounds  before 
it  was  broken.  The  path  of  this  meteor,  as  given  above,  is 
that  determined  by  Professor  liewton,  from  a  recent  and 
critical  reexamination  of  the  subject,  and  diifers  widely  from 
that  originally  assigned  by  Dr.  Bowditch. 

A  shower  of  stones,  equally  remarkable,  fell  on'  the  1st  of 
May,  1860,  at  a  little  before  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  near  New 
Concord,  in  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  with  a  series  of  twenty- 
three  distinct  cannon-like  explosions,  followed  by  a  blended 
roar,  as  of  a  railway  train,  or  the  *'  rattling  fire  of  an  awkward 
squad  of  soldiers."  These  sounds  proceeded  from  a  blazing  me- 
teor, which  was  observed  from  places  scattered  over  the  several 
adjacent  counties.'  The  stones  were  seen  falling  from  the  sky, 
first  as  **  blaqk  specks,"  then  as  "  blackbirds,"  striking  upon  an 
area  of  ten  miles  long,  by  three  broad ; — ^the  largest  fragment 
weighing  103  pounds. 
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The  stone-fallB  we  have  named  are  bnt  a  few  examples  of 
the  large  number  of  well  authenticated  cases  on  record ;  but 
tbey  are  surely  enough  to  dissipate  any  lingering  scepticism — 
if  such  a  thing  can  be  supposed  among  our  readers — ^as  to  the 
reality  of  the  fall  of  material  masses  irom  the  skies. 

Bnt  is  there  no  danger — nervous  people  may  ask — ^from 
these  random  discharges  of  deadly  missiles  into  thickly  popu- 
lated countries?  A  little,  undoubtedly  I  As  long  ago  as  616 
B.  C.  (Jan.  14th),  an  aerolite  is  said  to  have  broken  several 
chariots,  and  killed  ten  men,  in  China.  A  monk  was  killed 
at  Crema  by  the  volley  of  A.  D.  1511 ;  another  monk  (a  Fran- 
ciscan), at  Milan,  in  1650.  Two  Swedish  sailors  were  killed  on 
shipboard  in  1674.  A  man  was  wounded  in  the  arm  by  one 
of  the  aerial  missiles  at  L'Aigle,  in  1803.  An  aerolite,  shot 
from  a  brilliant  fire-ball,  set  fire  to  a  barn  and  stables,  which 
were  burnt,  with  corn  and  cattle,  Nov.  13th,  1835,  near  the 
Castle  of  Lausi^res,  in  France.  A  like  catastrophe  happened 
id  the  department  of  Haut  Garonne,  on  March  22d,  1 846.  An 
aerolite  of  thirty  pounds  weight  came  crashing  down  through 
a  house  at  Brannau,  in  Bohemia,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1847, 
bat  harmed  none  of  the  inmates. 

These  examples  are  sufficient  to  show  that  showers  of  mete- 
oric stones  are  not  wholly  without  danger.  But  when  we  con- 
sider the  fact  that  there  are  many  such  falls  of  aerolites  every 
year,  in  different  parts  of  the  globe  (hundreds  probably),  it  is 
somewhat  remarkable  that  so  few  casualties  appear  on  record. 

But  more  important  inquiries,  in  a  scientific  point  of  view, 
are  those  respecting  the  ncUi^e  of  these  missiles,  their  relation 
to  the  fire-balls  or  bolides,  and  their  origin. 

That  they  are  veritably  solid,  ponderable  masses  of  ufiatter 
is  sufficiently  evident.  They  vary  in  specific  gravity  from  that 
of  iron  down  to  that  of  the  lighter  stones,  or  from  7'9  to  1*9. 
Some  are  composed  almost  wholly  of  a  peculiar  alloy  of  metal- 
lic iron  and  nickel.  Others  are  of  a  stony  character,  specific 
gravity  2  to  4,  light  gray  in  color,  granular  in  structure,  and 
containing  more  or  less  of  nickel-iron  disseminated  in  grains, 
or  particles,  through  the  mass.  It  is  remarkable  that  none  of 
them  have  revealed  to  us  any  new  elementary  substances.     Of 
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the  Bixty-five  elements  found  in  terrestrial  minerals,  nineteen 
have  been  detected  In  these  bodies. 

But  we  cannot  dwell  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  nor  more 
than  name  the  recent  interesting  researches  of  Sorby,  Dau- 
bree,  Graham,  and  others,  on  the  composition  and  physical 
history  of  these  bodies.  SufSce  it  to  say,  that  the  mineralogist 
detects  a  meteorite  by  its  looks,  or  by  analysis,  though  it 
may  never  have  been  seen  to  fall.  Only  thus  are  identified  most 
of  the  known  meteorites,  including  all  the  largest,  as  the  Red 
River  siderite  of  1635  pounds,  in  the  Cabinet  of  Yale  College, 
the  four  ton  specimen  lately  3ent  from  Australia  to  the  British 
Museum,  and  the  huge  ones,  in  situ^  in  Mexico  and  South 
America  (one  in  Buenos  Ayres  weighing  fifteen  tons).  Among 
the  surest  tests  are  the  alloy  of  iron  and  nickel  before  men- 
tioned, and  in  the  case  of  meteoric  iron  the  ^'  Widmanstadt^ 
figures  '^ — a  certain  reticulated  configuration  developed  on  a 
surface  of  it,  first  polished,  and  then  etclied  with  an  acid. 
They  are  all  mixtures,  in  various  proportion^*,  of  nickel-iron 
and  several  earthly  minerals,  chiefly  silicates,  as  feldspar,  augite, 
olivin,  &c.,  and  are  called  siderites  or  aerolites^  according  to 
the  preponderance  of  the  metallic  or  the  earthy  constituents. 
The  siderite  usually  contains  80  to  90  per  cent.of  iron,  with 
6  to  10  of  nickel,  and  has  in  general  the  characters  of  ordi- 
nary bar  iron,  for  which  it  has  sometimes  been  used  as  a  sub- 
stitute, as  in  the  forging  of.  a  sword  for  the  Indian  Emperor 
Jehangir,  from  the  siderite  which  fell  in  the  Punjaub  in  1620. 

As  to  the  relation  of  meteorites  to  fire-balls  enough  has  been 
said,  in  speaking  of  the  fall  of  the  former,  to  show  that  the 
fire-ball  is  merely  an  earlier  stage  of  the  same  phenomenon — 
the  aspect  presented  by  the  meteoric  mass,  while  shooting  with 
excessive  velocity  through  the  atmosphere,  in  approaching 
the  earth.  Nearly,  if  not  quite,  every  known  fall  of  me- 
teorites has  been  preceded  by  the  majestically  moving  fire- 
ball lighting  up  the  heavens,  and  by  thundering  detonations 
that  shake  the  solid  earth,  and  are  heard  many  leagues  away. 
There  is  almost  always  the  same  conical  or  elongated  form  of 
the  blazing  object,  a  head,  as  of  a  comet,  with  a  tapering  flam- 
ing tail — likened  variously  to  a  firebrand  carried  against  the 
wind,  a  trumpet  broad  end  foremost,  a  blacksmith's  bellows,  a 
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blazing  churn,  a  flaming  besom,  and  the  like,  all  indicating 
the  appearance  of  a  swiftly  moving  mass  surrounded  by  a 
blazing  envelope,  which  streams  off  behind  in  a  short  flaming 
train,  often  fliekering  and  waving,  and  exhibiting  various  pris- 
matic hues.     Not  unfreqnently  two  or  more  of  these  startling 
objects  go  chasing  each  other  through  the  heavens,  not  far 
apart,  as  in  the  splendid  meteor  which,  on  the  evening  of  July 
20th,  1860,  streamed  across  the  United  States  from  over  north- 
em  Lake  Michigan  to  its  point  of  disappearance  over  the  At- 
lantic, far  to  die  eastward  of  Long  Island.      The  apparent 
diameter  of  the  head  is  frequently  half  or  three-quarters  that 
of  the  sun,  and  the  tail  two,  three,  or  even  many  d^rees  in 
length.    As  to  the  absolute  diameter,  it  would  seem  in  some 
cases,  as  deduced  from  the  apparent  diameter  and  known  dis- 
tance, to  be  as  great  as  from  half  a  mile  to  two,  and  even  two 
and  a  half  miles,  and  in  others,  as  small  as  one  or  two  hundred 
feet.    It  is  diflScult  to  account  for  the  great  disparity  between 
these  dimensions  and  the  small  volumes  of  the  aerolites  that 
have  fallen,  in  known  instances,  from  large  and  totally  extin- 
gnished  fire-balls,  except  by  attributing  it  partly  to  irradiation, 
and  partly  to  a  really  immense  volume  of  inflamed  gases 
thrown  off  from  and  surrounding  the  solid  nucleus,  somewhat 
like  the  entelope  of  a  comet.     Their  paths  through  the  atmos- 
phere almost  always  slant  downwards ;  sometimes,  indeed,  they 
are  horizontal,  or  nearly  so,  but  rarely,  or  never,  vertical. 
This  sloping  direction  is  indicated,  not  only  by  the  direction 
in  which  the  stones  penetrate  the  earth,  but  even  by  the  form 
of  the  area  within  which  showers  of  them  sometimes  strike  the 
surface.    This  area  is  almost  always  oval  or  oblong,  in  the 
direction  of  the  meteor's  path,  being  ten  miles  by  three  in  the 
case  of  the  Ohio  fall,  before  mentioned,  nine  by  six  in  that  of 
L'Aigle,  eight  by  four  in  that  of  Stannern  in  Austria,  eighteen 
^y  five  in  that  of  Orgueil,  and  ten  by  four  in  that  of  Knya- 
^inya.     And,  as  might  be  expected  from  their  inertia,  the 
largest  stones  are  almost  always  found  at  the  farthest  extremity 
of  the  ellipse. 

The  du-ection  and  slope,  as  well  as  length  of  a  meteor's  path 
1^1  the  heavens,  are  ascertained  by  observing,  from  two  or  more 
stations,  the  altitudes  of  its  points  of  appearance  and  disap- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


138  MeteorUeSy  Flre-haUs^  and  SAootingstars.        [Jan., 

pearance,  and  then  from  the  inferred  parallax,  or  angle  sub- 
tended by  the  base,  computing  the  vertical  heights,  and  dis- 
tance apart  of  these  points.  The  altitudes  are  usually  deter- 
mined by  noting  the  meteor's  track  among  the  stars.  From 
such  observations  the  visible  paths  of  a  hundred  or  more  fire- 
balls and  detonating  meteors,  from  some  of  which  meteorites 
are  known  to  have  fallen,  have  been  computed  with  more  or 
less  precision.  The  great  meteorite  of  Orgueil,  already  men- 
tioned, first  became  visible  at  a  height  of  more  than  fifty -five 
miles,  and  exploded  at  a  height  of  twenty  miles,  having 
descended  on  a  slope  of  20°  or  25°  angle  with  the  horizon, 
with  a  velocity  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  a  second.  The  re- 
markable meteor  of  August  18th,  1783,  traversed  the  whole  of 
Europe,  from  Shetland  to  Rome,  with  a  velocity  of  about  thirty 
miles  an  hour,  at  a  height  of  about  fifty  miles  from  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  with  a  light  surpassing  that  of  the  full  moon.  In 
its  course  it  separated  into  several  distinct  bodi^,  accompany- 
ing each  other  in  parallel  courses,  and  each  followed  by  a  tail 
or  train.  The  brilliant  meteor  of  July  20th,  1860,  before  men- 
tioned, was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  above  the 
earth,  when  first  visible  above  Lake  Michigan,  sixty-two  miles 
when  over  Sufifalo,  and  forty-two  over  Long  Island  Sound, 
traversing  a  visible  path  of  a  thousand  miles  in  lengthy  with  a 
velocity,  relative  to  the  earth,  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  a 
second.  As  a  general  thing,  fire-balls  become  visible  when 
from  fifty  to  eighty  or  a  hundred  miles  above  the  earth,  and 
Continue  their  flaming  course  earthward  until  either  they  reach 
the  surface,  or  explode  at  some  distance  above  it,  and  let  fall 
the  scattered  fragments ;  or  in  the  case  of  the  silent  fire-balls  or 
bolides,  until  they  are  dissipated  or  consumed  in  the  denser 
strata  of  the  atmosphere ;  or,  possibly,  in  some  instances  of  great 
elevation,  till  they  pass  on  out  of  the  atmosphere  into  space. 
Their  time  of  flight  varies  from  a  second  or  two  to  half  a  min- 
ute or  a  minute,  and  sometimes  more.  This  interval  of  time, 
cx>mpared  with  the  computed  length  of  path,  gives  their 
velocity,  relative  to  the  earth;  which  ranges  from  three  or 
four  miles  to  twenty  or  thirty,  and  even,  in  some  cases,  forty 
or  fifty  miles  a  second. 
Now,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  a  body's  passing  through 
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even  the  rarest  atmosphere  with  snch  an  almost  inconceivable 
velocity  1  The  recent  researches  of  physicists  respecting  trans- 
formations of  energy  serve  to  show  that  when  a  body  in  motion 
is  arrested,  or  its  velocity  checked,  its  store  of  mechanical 
energy  is  changed  to  some  other  form,  sach  as  the  motion 
of  other  bodies,  heat,  light,  sound,  &c. ;  and  whei»  it  is  trans- 
formed into  heat,  the  amount  of  heat  correspdnding  to  a  given 
expenditure  of  mechanical  force  is  easily  computed  by  apply- 
ing what  ia  known  as  ^^  Joule's  equivalent,"  or  the  mechanical 
equivalent  of  heat ;  that  philosopher  having  sliown  by  experi- 
ment that  the  raising  of  7721  bs.  one  foot  high,  is  equal  to  the 
heating  of  one  pound  of  water  one  degree  Fahrenheit.  Now, 
the  momentum  of  a  body  weighing  one  pound,  and  moving 
with  a  velocity  of  twenty-five  milee  a  second,  is  sufficient  to 
raise  270,000,000  pounds  one  foot,  or  if  transformed  into  heat, 
to  raise  the  temperature  of  850,000  pounds  of  water  one 
degree  Fahrenheit,  or  the  same  weight  of  stone  five  degrees,  or 
a  third  of 'a  ton  of  stone  twenty-five  hundred  degrees.  It  is 
easy  tcsee,  then,  that  the  momentum  of  a  meteoric  mass,  when 
checked  or  destroyed  by  passing  into  a  resisting  medium,  must 
be  amply  sufficient  to  account  for  all  the  heat  involved  in  the 
phenomena  of  fire-balls  and  meteorites.  Their  friction  against 
even  a  very  rare  atmosphere,  with  the  rapid  condensation  of  it 
befor^  them,  checking,  as  it  must,  their  own  velocity,  will 
readily  explain  the  intense  light  produced,  and  the  generation  of 
heat  sufficient  to  rapidly  fuse  and  ignite  the  surface  of  the  body, 
and  thus  produce  the  flaming  tail^or  train  of  sparks  by  night, 
or  the  smoke  and  cloud  by  day,  so  characteristic  of  fire-balls. 

A  marked  effect  of  such  heat  is  seen  in  the  black  vitreous 
cmst  which  always  covers  the  surface  of  meteorites.  Even  the 
ftesh  surfaces  formed  by  the  bursting  of  a  meteor  into  frag- 
ments, while  in  mid  air,  are  offen  found  similarly  coated,  from 
the  heat  generated  by  the  still  remaining  momentum  of  the 
JHecee.  This  intense  heat  lasting  usually  but  a  few  seconds,  its 
effects  are  produced  chiefly  on  the  surface ;  the  low  conducting 
power  of  the  stony  mass  preventing  the  heat  reaching  far  into 
the  interior.  One  consequence  of  this  mere  surface-heating  is 
the  snrpribiwg  fact,  observed  icl  the  fall  of  several  aerolites,  that 
the  stones,  when  first  handled,  are  sometimes  intensely  cold. 


Digitized,  by  VjOOQ IC 


140  MeteoriteSy  Fire-haUa^  and  ShooUngstara.        [Jan., 

even  though  they  have  fallen  quite  hot;  a  fact  noticed  in 
the  meteoritefi,  of  Knj'ahinj'a,  in  those  of  Dhurmsala,  India, 
and  some  others.  If  these  bodies  come  from  beyond  our 
atmosphere,  they  must  possess,  on  entering  it,  the  intense  cold- 
ness of  space,  estimated  by  physicists  at  some  two  hundred  de- 
grees belopr  zero,  more  or  less.  No  small  portion  of  this  low 
temperature,  notwithstanding  the  intense  heat  applied  mo- 
mentarily to  the  surface,  might  well  remain  in  the  interior, 
and  communicate  itself  to  the  whole  mass  soon  after  it  had 
escaped  further  heating  by  reaching  the  earth. 

This  sudden  application  of  intense  heat  to  so  cold  a  body 
affords  also  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  explosions  (usually 
in  a  series),  that  always  accompany  the  fall  of  meteoric  stones. 
If  Hannibal  broke  asunder  the  rocks  that  obstructed  his  army 
over  the  Alps  by  artificial  heat,  and  if  in  a  conflagration  mas- 
sive buildings  are  prostrated  by  the  cracking  and  crumbling  of 
heated  granite  columns,  much  more  may  we  expect  that  the  sud- 
den heating,  to  tenfold  more  than  furnace  heat,  of  the  exterior 
portions  of  a  body  which  retains  within  a  tenfold  more  than 
arctic  cold,  will  result  in  violent  disruptions  of  the  mass ;  block 
after  block  being  thrown  off  with  successive  explosions,  as  the 
intense  heat  gradually  penetrates  the  interior.  Sometimes  the 
fragments  from  a  meteorite,  when  gathered  and  fitted  together, 
present  the  form  of  a  hollow  shell ;  a  fact  that  finds  its 
explanation  in  such  a  process  of  heating  as  we  have  sup- 
posed. Thia  was  particularly  noticed  by  Professor  Maskelyne 
in  the  aerolitic  fall  at  Batsnra,  India,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1861. 
But  without  entering  further  into  details,  we  are  confident  that 
a  careful  consideration  of  the  problem  will  convince  any  one 
that  all  the  phenomena  attending  the  passage  of  a  meteor 
through  the  air — the  luminosity,  the  backward  streaming 
flame,  the  scintillations,  the  train  of  sparks,  the  explosions, 
the  enameled  surface,  and  other  characteristic  features — are  all 
due  to  the  cause  we  have  named — the  heat  generated  by  the 
moving  body,  in  passing  through  the  atmosphere. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  view,  that  the  atmosphere  is  too 
rare  at  the  heights  indicated  to  produce  the  resistance  sup- 
posed ;  and  various  hypotheses  have  been  suggested  by  certain 
philosophers  of  eminence,  among  them  Poisson,.  Biot,  Quetelet, 
and  others,  assigning  to  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere 
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a  compoeition  essentially  different  from  that  below,  or  sup- 
poging  even  an  exterior  atmosphere  of  an  entirely  different 
nature,  as  of  hydrogen,  electricity,  or  the  like. 

But  such  sappositions  seem  hardly  called  for,  when  we  have 
in  the  known  relations  of  air  in  a  highly  attenuated  state,  and 
of  mechanical  resistance,  to  heat,  causes  apparently  ample  for 
explaining  all  the  phenomena  in  question.    It  may  be  truci 
and  probably  is,  from  the  known  law  of  diminution  of  density 
with  height,  that  the  atmosphere  at  fifty  miles  above  the  earth 
is  less  than  a  thirty  thousandth  part  as  dense  as  at  the  surface, 
and  at  one  hundred  miles  high,  only  a  thousand  millionth  part 
as  dense.     But  it  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  B.  V.  Marsh,  in  a 
late  volume  of  the  American  Journal  of  Science,  that  at  heights 
greater  than  about  thirty  miles,  the  latent  heat,  or  heat  of  ex- 
pansion of  air,  for  a  given  volume,  is  sensibly  constant,  and 
hence  that  the  condensation  of  a  given  volume  of  air,  however 
attenuated,  will  produce  the  same  heating  effect  at  all  heights 
in  the  atnoosphere  above  the  point  named ;  and  further,  that 
that  effect  will  be  far  greater  than  at  points  nearer  the  earth^s 
surface.    Granting  this  to  be  true,  and  remembering  also  the 
relation  of  mechanical  energy  to  heat,  we  need  for  the  ex- 
planation of  the  phenomena  in  question,  no   new  hypoth. 
esis  respecting  our  atmosphere.    Great,  indeed,  is  our  igno- 
rance of  its  actual  constitution  and  properties  at  great  eleva- 
tions, and  of   the  height  of  its  outer    limit.      A  limit  it 
undoubtedly  has,  at  that  point  where  the  repulsive  force  of 
its  particles  is  just  balanced  by  their  gravitation  toward  the 
earth.    If  so,  it  follows  that  there  must  be  a  separate  limit  for 
each  of  its  constituent  gases,  depending  on  their  respective 
specific  gravities  and  quantities;   for,  though  Graham's  and 
Dalton's  laws  of  gaseous  diffusion,  irrespective  of  specific  grav- 
ity, must   secure  certainty  of   mixture    below  these   limits, 
they  cannot  carry  either  of  them  above  its  own  particular  limit, 
or  that  which  it  would  have,  if  it  existed   alone.     There 
could  be  a  common  limit  only  in  case  the  specific  gravities 
were  inversely  as  the  quantities ;  which  they  by  no  means  are. 
Hence,  possibly,  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere  may 
have  peculiarities  of  constitution  which  do  not  exist  below; 
may  consist,  perhaps,  almost  wholly  of  nitrogen,   the  lighter 
and   more    voluminous    of  its    two    principal    constituents. 
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The  nndetermined  element  of  temperature,  however,  comes  in 
with  other  uncertainties,  to  complicate  the  problem,  and  pre- 
vent its  definite  solution.  But  it  is  rather  the  fact  of  an 
atmospheire,  than  its  constitution,  that  concerns  the  questions 
before  us.  The  study  of  meteors  and  auroras  .has  compelled 
us  to  admit  the  existence  of  some  sort  of  atmosphere,  at  far 
greater  heights  than  the  commonly  assigned  limit  of  forty-five 
miles,  deduced  from  the  phenomena  of  twilight.  The  meteors 
carry  it  up  certainly  to  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  and  the  auroras  to  at  least  four  or  five  hundred.  It  is  in  the 
further  study  of  these  two  phenomena,  that  we  recognize  the 
most  promising  means  within  our  reach,  of  gaining  additional 
light  respec'ting  these  high  aerial  regions. 

Having  tracked  the  meteorites  and  fire-balls  up  unto  those 
regions,  the  inquiry  naturally  arises,  how  come  they  there  % 
This  question  is  intimately  associated  with  that  of  the  origia 
of  shooting  stars,  and  we  propose  to  touch  here  only  on  those 
points  of  it,  in  which  it  is  distinguished  from  the  general 
question  to  be  considered  further  on. 

We  pass  by  as  crude  and  long  ago  exploded,  the  earlier  con- 
jectures; such  as  that  of  Aristotle,  endorsed  by  Halley  in  the 
early  pak't  of  the  last  century,  which  ascribed  fire-balls  to  the  com- 
bustion of  a  train  of  inflammable  gas,  in  the  manner  of  a  train 
of  gunpowder,  at  the  top  of  the  .atmosphere ;  or  that  which  as- 
cribed aerolites  to  the  aggregation  in  the  upper  air,  by  un- 
known forces,  of  matter  somehow  drawn  up  from  the  earth ;  or 
that  which  regarded  them  as  masses  projected  from  terrestrial 
volcanoes;  and  we  put  in  the  same  category,  also,  that  quasi- 
combination  of  the  two  latter  ideas  which  has  received,  to 
some  extent,  in  later  times,  the  sanction  of  respectable  names, « 
(having  been  advocated  in  "The  American  Journal  of 
Science,"  by  a  distinguished  mineralogist,  as  lately  as 
1848).  This  theory  ascribes  the  origin  of  meteorites  to  the 
gathering,  in  the  upper  regions,  of  clouds  of  magnetic*  and 
diamagnetic  dust,  ferruginous  vapor,  and  other  mineral  ex- 
halations, thrown  off  by  volcanoes,  and  their  condensation  into 
masses  «nder  the  action  of  electric,  magnetic,  and  Other  forces, 
in  such  a  way,  that  if,  in  a  magnetic  storm,  "  the  disturbance 
was  confined  to  the  magnetic  dust,  iron  masses  would  fall ;  if 
to  the  diamagnetic  dust,  a  non-ferrngenious  stone ;  if  it  should 
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extend  to  both  claases  Bimultaneonslyy  a  blending  of  the  two 
characters  would  ensne  in  tbe  precipitate,  and  a  rain  of  ordi- 
nar;  meteoric  stones  would  take  place."  Of  this  theory  it  may 
suffice  to  say,  that  it  is  understood  to  have  since  been  re- 
Boanced  by  the  author  just  quoted,  as  it  doubtless  has  been  by 
other  men  of  science  who  may  have  at  any  time  held  it. 

That  meteorites  come  from  the  sun  (the  reverse  of  the  re- 
cently broached  theory  that  the  sun  is  fed  by  meteors  falling 
into  it),  though  an  old  fancy  of  the  Oreeks,  and  not  withomt 
advocates  in  later  times,  may  be  dismissed  as  wholly  destitute 
of  a  scientific  basis,  although  maintained  as  lately  as  1860  by 
Professor  Hackley,  of  Columbia  College,  in  a  paper  published 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Americaji  Associatipn  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  and  lately,  in  a  modified  and  more 
plansible  form — that  of  the  condensation  of  meteorites  from 
vapors  thrown  off  by  the  sun — by  Professor  Brayley,  and  the 
'*  Edinburgh  Review." 

The  adenic  theory,  which  refers  the  origin  of  meteorites  to 
lunar  volcanoes,  is  more  deserving  of  respect,  from  having  been 
sustained  by  the  authority  of  many  eminent  nameb.  First 
suggested  by  Terzago,  an  Italian  physicist,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  fall  of  an  aerolite  which  killed  a  monk  at  Milan,  in  lt>60, 
it  has  since  been  maintained  by  Olbers,  La  Place,  Berzelius, 
Poisson,  Benzenbei^,  Arago,  Quetelet,  and  many  others; 
though  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  some  of  the  astronomers  named 
subsequently  renounced  it,  as  new  light  was  thrown  upon  the 
subject  by  the  study  of  shooting-stars.  Notwithstanding  this 
light,  however,  an  elaborate  memoir,  by  Professor  J.  Law- 
rence Smith,  advocating  this  theory,  both  on  chemical  and 
physical  grounds,  appeared  in  "The  American  Journal  of 
Science"  in  1855.  The  dose  resemblance  of  meteorites,  in 
many  points,  to  certain  volcanic  rocks,  lends  some  color  to  this 
hypothesis ;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  also,  that  a  body  pro- 
jected from  the  moon  with  a  vdocity  of  a  mile  and  a  half  a 
second  (only  five  or  six  times  that  of  a  cannon  ball),  would 
pass  the  neutral  line  between  the  spheres  of  attraction  of  the 
earth  and  moon,  and  consequently  mig/U  reach  the  earth.  But 
Dr.  B.  A.  Oould  has  conclusively  shown,  by  an  elaborate 
mathematical  investigation,  contained  in  the  Proceedings  of 
the  American  Association  for  1859,  that  only  bodies  projected 
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from  a  very  small  district  of  the  moon,  with  masses,  velocities, 
and  directions  differing  from  a  fixed  value  only  within  Very 
narrow  limits,  could  by  any  possibility  reach  the  earth  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that,  by  the  doctrine  of  chances, "  of  all  the  ejected 
lava  masses,  only  about  three  in  5,000,000  of  each  possible 
size,  would  probably  ever  reach  the  earth  as  aerolites."  It  can 
hardly  be  imagined  that  our  little  neighbor,  even  if  she  had  the 
explosive  force  necessary,  could  afford  to  expend  so  dispropor- 
tionate an  amount  of  ammunition  tor  so  few  shots  to  hit.  In 
order  to  send  us  our  known  stock  of  aerolites,  she  would  have 
blown  herself  all  to  atoms  long  before  our  day. 

President  Clap,  in  a  work  before  alluded  to,  on  "Terrestrial 
Comets,  or  Meteors  which  are  above  our  Atmosphere,"  very 
clearly  discusses  the  general  phenomena  of  these  bodies,  main- 
taining that  they  are  satellites  of  the  earth,  or  rather  terrestrial 
comets,  traversing  at  their  perigee  the  upper  regions  of  the  at- 
mosphere. Theories,  in  some  points,  analogous  to  this,  have 
been  held  by  many  others ;  but  we  doubt  whether,  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  they  find  intelligent  advocates.  No  satellite  of  the 
earth,  however  close,  can  liave  a  greater  velocity  than  seven 
miles  a  second  ;  that  of  meteorites  is  often  five  or  six  times  as 
great :  a  fact  fatal  to  the  theory. 

Only  one  other  theory  remains  now  to  be  spoken  of  This 
is  the  cosmical.  The  immense  velocity  of  these  bodies — com- 
parable with  that  of  the  planets  in  their  orbits  —points  unmis- 
takably to  an  origin  beyond  the  limits  of  onr  atmosphere. 
Halley  vaguely  suggested  this  from  the  observed  facts  of  the 
great  meteor  of  1686,  and  Chladni  and  others,  towards  the  close 
of  the  last  century,  perceiving  the- true  relation  that  exists  be- 
tween meteorites  and  fire-balls,  had  no  hesitation  in  maintain- 
ing their  cosmical  origin.  Humboldt,  in  his  Cosmos,  supports 
this  view,  and  calls  them  pocket  planets — bodies  of  the  same 
class  with  the  swarm  of  asteroids  between  Mars  and  Jupiter, 
and  like  them  moving  in  more  or  less  eccentric  orbits  around 
the  sun.  They  are  smaller,  indeed,  than  any  of  the  known 
asteroids ;  but  some  of  these  are  estimated  to  be  not  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  in  diameter,  while  greater  optical 
power  would  doubtless  reveal  others  smaller  still ;  so  that  we 
have  in  the  bodies  of  our  system  a  pretty  regular  gradation 
from  Jupiter,  nearly  90,000  miles  in  diameter,  down  through 
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the  greater  planets  and  their  satellites,  and  the  ninety-six  as- 
teroids of  varioos  magnitudes  to  these  minute  masses ;  which, 
in  nniubers,  doubtless  proportional  to  their  smallness,  must, 
like  the  lars:er  masses,  move  each  in  its  own  orbit  abont 
the  san,  or  through  space,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  gravi- 
tation ;  some  of  them,  as  they  chance  to  meet  tlie  earth  in  its 
aDnnal  circuit,  plunging  into  its  atmosphere  with  a  velocity 
compounded  of  that  of  the  earth  and  their  own,  and  thus 
giving  us,  as  a  natural  result,  the  fire-balls  and  meteorites. 
Some  meteors,  from  their  more  than  planetary  velocity,  have 
been  held  with  great  reason  to  have  come  from  beyond  the  limits 
of  our  solar  systein,— even,  perhaps,  from  the  remotest  depths 
of  space.  Professor  Graham  has  inferred  this,  also,  from  find- 
ing imprisoned,  or  secluded,  in  the  pores  of  certain  meteorites, 
as  if  by  absorption,  large  quantities  of  hydrogen — a  substance 
indicated  by  the  spectroscope  as  abounding  among  the  stars. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  meteorites  unquestionably  belong  to  the 
domain  of  astronomy.  Their  individual  orbits  cannot,  indeed, 
be  computed  from  the  short  and  disturbed  portion  of  them  Ij'ing 
within  our  atmosphere,  yet  much  can  be  inferred  respecting 
them  from  the  analogous  orbits  of  shooting-stars,  which  do  ad- 
mit of  a  much  more  definite  determination,  and  have  already 
led  to  a  knowledge  of  certain  astronomical  relations  of  meteors, 
that  are  of  the  deepest  interest,  and  to  which  we  shall  revert 
farther  on. 

We  turn  now,  then,  to  skooting-etare — the  portion  of  our 
subject  which  has  in  recent  times  excited  the  deepest  interest, 
and  chiefly  through  the  investigation  of  which,  meteoric  astron- 
omy generally  has  reached  its  present  stage  of  progress. 

Ordinary  shooting-stars,  such  as  may  be  seen,  now  and  then, 
on  any  night  of  the  year,  were  generally  regarded,  until  with- 
in the  last  half  century,  as  phenomena  only  on  a  level  with 
willo-the-wisps — mere  phosphorescent  squibs — electrical  per- 
haps— ^possibly  streaks  of  gas  or  flying  specks  of  combustible 
matter,  inflamed  in  the  air  just  overhead — apparitions  at  all 
events  scarcely  'more  worthy  of  the  attention  of  philoso- 
phers than  ghosts  are  commonly  thought  to  be.  Eepler,  on 
such  grounds,  expressly  excluded  them  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  astronomy.  Yet,  occasionally,  they  excited  in  thoughtful 
VOL.  xxvn,  10 
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minds,  something  more  than  mere  idle  curiosity.  In  1798, 
two  German  students,  Brandes  and  Benzenberg,  undertook 
simultaneous  observations,  at  the  extremities  of  a  base  line 
about  nine  miles  in  length,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
their  heights  above  the  earth.  This  was  the  first  systematic 
attempt  of  the  kind,  and  was  entirely  successful  in  placing 
their  paths  in  the  higher  regions  of  the  atmosphere  along  with 
those  of  fire-balls  and  aerolites.  This  was  a  great  step  for- 
ward ;  yet,  though  Brandes,  retaining  his  early  interest,  con- 
ducted another  series  of  observations  for  heights  in  1823,  little 
attention  was  given  to  the  subject  by  men  of  science  generally, 
until  1833 — ^the  epoch  of  the  grand  display  in  the  United 
States,  so  fully  described  by  Professors  Olmsted  and  Twining ; 
— since  which  time,  shooting-stars  have  found  multitudes  of 
zealous  observers,  and  enlisted  the  efforts  of  many  able  minds. 
So  magnificent  a  spectacle  as  the  one  referred  to,  exhibiting  as 
it  did,  when  at  its  height,  thousands  of  shooting-stars,  filling 
the  whole  heavens — a  spectacle  so  unheard  of  at  that  time  even 
among  the  learned,  and  so  obviously  of  the  deepest  scientific 
significance — was  certainly  well  calculated  not  more  to  astonish 
and  alarm  the  ignorant,  than  to  attract  the  attention  of  philoso- 
phers, and  open  a  new  era  in  the  science  of  meteors.  Espe- 
cially did  the  scientific  interest  deepen,  when  it  appeared,  on 
consulting  history,  that  this  was  not  the  first  event  of  the  kind 
on  record — the  old  chronicles  containing  notices  of  many 
others,  some  of  them  equally  grand. 

Shooting-stars,  consequently,  became  at  once  an  object  of 
earnest  study  ¥rith  many  individuals,  both  in  America  and  in 
Europe.  Among  American  observers,  Mr.  E.  G.  Herrick,  at 
New  Haven,  for  many  years  took  the  lead ;  and,  since  his  death, 
one  of  his  later  associates,  Professor  Newton,  seems  to  have  re- 
ceived his  mantle,  and  has  held,  by  general  acknowledgment, 
the  same  leading  position,  both  as  an  observer  himself,  and  as  a 
guide  of  others.  In  England  a  special  committee  of  the  British 
Association  on  meteors,  of  which  Prof.  Baden  Powell  was  the 
prigiuator,  and  Glaisher,  Oreg,  Brayley,  and  Herschel  (son  ot 
Sir  John)  are  the  present  members,  has,  within  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  reported  in  the  annual  volumes  of  the  Association, 
some  thousands  of  observed  meteors,  and  contributed  otherwise 
largely  to  our  knowledge  of  the  subject.    On  the  continent. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


.]      Meteorites^  Mre-ballsj  and  Shooting  etare,  147 

Brandes,  Bognslawski,  Olbers,  Quetelet,  Heis,  Schmidt,  Secchi, 
Schiaparelli,  and  many  others,  have  been  equally  zealons  and 
snccessfnl  Newton  and  Schiaparelli  have  been  among  the 
foremost  in  deducing  important  resnlts. 

Observations  on  shooting-stars  differ  from  those  of  ordi- 
nary astronomy,  very  mnch  as  shooting  a  bird  on  the  wing 
differs  from  shooting  at  a  target.  Instraments  are  of  little  avail. 
The  most  that  is  usually  attempted  is,  first,  counting  the  num- 
bers seen,  with  special  reference  to  the  quarter  of  the  heavens, 
hour  of  the  night,  brightness,  color,  time  of  flight,  &c.j  and, 
secondly,  mapping  on  a  star-chart  such  paths  as  can  be  thus 
fixed,  for  the  purpose^  of  comparison  with  simultaneous  ob- 
servations elsewhere  for  parallax,  and  the  determination  of  the 
directions  of  the  paths  with  respect  to  each  other. 

From  such  observations  have,  at  length,  been  satisfactorily 
settled  the  leading  fact«  in  the  phenomena  of  shooting-stars, 
and  the  most  important  astronomical  relations  of  these  bodies. 
They  turn  out  to  be,  indeed,  beyond  question,  bodies  of  cos- 
mical  origin — subject  to  gravity,  moving  like  planets  and 
comets  in  conic  sections  around  the  sun  (some  groups  of  them, 
indeed,  in  orbits  pretty  well  determined) — periodical  also  like 
other  astronomical  bodies  in  some  of  their  phenomena ;  but, 
like  the  aerolites,  visible  only  when  they  plunge  into  our 
atmosphere,,  generating  by  their  loss  of  velocity  the  light  that 
marks  their  track,  and  the  heat  by  which  they  are  consumed 
and  dissipated. 

We  can  only  touch  briefly  on  some  of  the  steps  by  which 
these  results  have  been  reached. 

Their  ooemdcal  character  was  flrst  forced  upon  the  convic- 
tion of  astronomers,  by  the  great  star-shower  of  1833.  The 
critical  test  was  the  radiant.  Though  ta  people  generally,  in 
their  amazement,  the  meteors  seemed  to  be  dashing  at  random 
in  all  directions,  to  the  more  discriminating  there  was  a  point 
in  the  heavens  from  which  they  all  appeared  to  radiate,  or  in 
which  their  paths,  if  traced  backward,  would  meet  So 
numerous  were  the  meteors,  that  this  point  could  not  well 
escape  observation,  and  it  was  accordingly  noticed  by  many. 
Ko  one  in  particular  therefore  can  claim  the  credit  of  its 
discovery.  A  more  important  consideration  is  the  significance 
of  the  radiant.    Was  it  a  real  focus  from  which  the  meteors 
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were  shot  outward  in  all  directions,  in  the  manner  of  fire- 
works, or  was  it  merely  an  optical  effect,  the  vanishing  point 
of  parallel  straight  lines  seen  in  perspective?  If  the  former 
it  might  be  within  our  atmosphere  ;  if  the  latter,  it  conld  not 
be  a  real  center  of  emanation,  at  least  within  our  atmosphere, 
but  indicated  a  different  relation  of  the  meteors  to  the  earth. 
Was  it  fixed,  or  in  motion,  with  respect  to  the  stars  ?  Prof. 
Olmsted  showed,  from  the  observations,  that  it  was  fixed.  This 
was  a  significant  fact.  Both  Professor  Twining  and  he  saw 
the  interpretation.  The  meteors  must  be  from  beyond  the  at- 
mosphere. Their  relations  were  cosraical,  not  terrestrial.  The 
radiant  was  simply  the  vanishing  point  of  the  parallel  lines  re- 
.  presenting  their  paths  after  entering  the  atmosphere.  But  at 
what  point,  with  respect  to  the  stars,  was  the  radiant  fixed  ?  The 
best  observations,  with  no  great  discrepancy,  placed  it  in  the 
neck  of  the  constellation  Leo,  Prof.  Olmsted  near  the  star  ganv- 
maj  Prof.  Twining  at  the  little  star  in  the  center  of  the  Sickle — 
the  precise  point,  in  the  latter  case,  as  Alexander  Herschel  takes 
notice,  where  the  best  observations  placed  it  in  the  star-shower 
of  November  14th,  1866,  as  seen  in  England.  But  what  was 
the  significance  astronomically  of  this  position  of  the  radiant  ? 
Professor  Twining  discovered  that  that  point  was  the  point  in 
the  heavens  towards  which  the  earth  at  the  time  was  moving 
in  its  orbit — a  point  90**  from  the  sun  reckoned  backwards 
along  the  eliptic — the  direction  (if  the  illustration  can  be  ex- 
cused) of  the  horse's  head  in  a  cider-mill — called  more  elegant- 
ly by  Pritchard,  the  Apex  of  the  Earth's  way.  Tlie  inference 
from  this  fact  was  almost  irresistible,  that  the  earth  was  simply 
plowing  its  way  through  a  swarm  of  meteors  in  space,  as  the 
horse  might  plunge  through  a  swarm  of  gnats  or  bees  happen- 
ing to  be  in  his  path ;  meteors  not  stationary  of  course,  but 
moving,  as  all  free  bodies  in  space  must  be :  and  moving  also 
about  some  center,  doubtless  the  sun,  and  moving  necessarily 
nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  earth's  motion  or  the  reverse ;  for 
the  apparent  direction  (that  of  the  radiant)  must,  by  the  laws 
of  mechanics,  be  the  resultant  of  the  real  directions  of  the 
two  motions  taken  conjointly.  Such,  essentially,  was  the  in- 
ference drawn  both  by  Professor  Olmsted  and  Professor  Twi- 
ning.   Professor  Olmsted's  theory  of  an  elliptic  orbit  for  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]       Meteorites^  Mre-lcMs^  and  Shooting-Hare.  149 

November  meteors,  with  its  aphelion  near  the  earth's  orbit,  its 
perihelion  within  that  of  Mercnry,  and  the  period  about  six 
months,  was  published  the  following  summer.  Prof.  Twining 
did  not  decide  npon  a  definite  orbit ;  but  the  necessary  astro- 
nomical relations  of  these  bodies,  as  indicated  by  the  facts  re- 
specting the  radiant,  were  stated  by  him  almost  as  fully  and 
perepicuonsly  in  a  letter  written  two  months  after  the  shower, 
as  if  the  statement  had  been  penned  in  the  light  of  our  present 
knowledge.  We  have  dwelt  on  this  point,  because  the  credit 
of  discerning  the  coincidence  of  the  radiant  with  the  direction 
of  the  earth's  motion,  and  its  astronomical  significance,  has 
been  sometimes  attributed,  as  by  Humboldt,  to  Encke.  But 
Encke's  conclusions  were  confessedly  derived  only  from  the 
observations  made  in  the  United  States,  and  these  were 
gathered  and  published  chiefly  by  Professors  Olmsted  and 
Twining  themselves,  who  had  previously  elaborated  their  own 
conclusions.  After  the  publication  of  the  facts,  many  philos- 
ophers joined  in  the  discussion  of  them,  and  naturally  arrived 
at  similar  results,  but  if  we  rightly  apprehend  the  matter,  the 
credit  of  settling  the  two  great  facts  on  which  the  costnical 
theory  of  meteors  primarily  rests,  namely,  the  fixedness  of  the 
radiant  and  its  coincidence  with  the  Apex  of  the  Earth's  way, 
is  due,  in  the  case  of  the  first,  to  Professor  Olmsted,  and  of  the 
second,  to  Professor  Twining. 

The  periodicity  of  the  star-shower  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
merely  s^prinia  facie  inference  from  the  fact  of  previous  occur- 
rence at  the  same  date.  After  the  display  of  1833  it  was  soon 
discovered  that  there  had  been  previous  displays  on  the  same 
monih  and  day,  wiih  an  interval  between  them  of  thirty-three 
or  thirty-four  years.  It  was  a  natural  inference,  at  once  in 
everybody's  moutli,  and  referred  to  in  print,  that  a  recurrence  of 
the  phenomenon  might  be  anticipated  in  1866  or  1867.  Yet, 
on  such  a  basis.  Professor  Eirkwood,  in  his  recent  book  on  Mete- 
oric Astronomy,  ascribes  to  Dr.  Olbers  the  honor  of  first  pre- 
dicting that  event,  likening  it  to  Halley's  first  prediction 
of  the  return  of  a  comet — an  honor,  however,  assigned 
much  more  justly  by  Sir  John  Herschel  and  other  European 
men  of  science  to  Professor  Newton ;  inasmuch  as  predic- 
tion from  the  settling  of  a  scientific  theory  is  of  a  higher  order 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


150  Meteorites  J  JFire-haHe,  and  Shooting-stars.        [Jan., 

than  that  from  the  fact  of  previons  occurrence,  jnst  as  the 
prediction  of  eclipses  from  a  maptery  of  the  Lunar  Theory  is 
of  a  higher  order  than  that  from  the  ancient  Saros^  or  cycle 
of  eighteen  years. 

The  years  1866  and  1867  have  come  and  gone,  and  in  both 
of  them  the  prediction  referred  to  was  fulfilled.  In  England, 
throughout  Europe,  far  into  Asia,  and  even  to  southernmost 
Africa  in  1866,  and  throughout  the  United  States  in  1867, 
there  was  witnessed  on  the  morning  of  November  14th,  a 
veritable  recurrence  of  the  old  star-shower  of  1833,  or  at  least 
a  shower  from  the  same  cloicdy — though,  in  each  case,  on  a 
much  less  magnificent  scale ;  the  stars  in  the  two  recent  showers 
numbering,  in  three  or  four  hours,  some  six  or  eight  thousand 
only,  against  probably  five  or  ten  times  as  many  in  1833. 

But  history  brings  to  light  star-showers  in  former  times,  ri- 
valing, if  not  surpassing,  in  splerldor  that  of  the  year  just 
named.  From  the  general  catalogues  of  previous  showers, 
compiled  by  Quetelet,  Herrick,  and  others,  it  appears  that  there 
is  more  than  one  annual  date  on  which  unusual  displays 
of  shooting  stars  have  been  repeated.  The  two  best  determin- 
ed are  August  9th  and  10th,  and  November  13th  and  14  th. 
Of  the  star-showers  belonging  to  the  November  epoch,  Prof. 
Newton  has  brought  together  the  original  accounts,  so  far 
as  known,  and  subjected  them  to  a  critical  discussion.  The 
dates  of  their  occurrence  are  :  Oct.  13th,  902;  Oct.  18th,  931 ; 
Oct.  14th,  934;  Oct.  14th,  1002;  Oct.  17th,  1101;  Oct.  19th, 
1202;  Oct.  22nd,  1366;  Oct.  25th,  1533;  Oct.  27th,  1602; 
Nov.  9th,  1698;  Nov.  12th,  1799  ;  Nov.  13th,  1832;  Nov.  13th, 
1833.  Some  of  these,  it  appears,  were  of  great  magnificence, 
and  in  those  ages  of  superstition  naturally  inspired  excessive 
terror  and  alarm.  In  the  year  902,  on  the  same  night  in  which 
died  Ibrahim  ben  Ahmed,  "  there  were  seen,  as  it  were  lances, 
an  infinite  number  of  stars,  which  scattered  themselves  like 
rain  to  right  and  left,  and  that  year  was  called  the  year  of 
stars."  In  1002  a  grand  display  of  thousands  of  shooting-stars 
was  seen  in  China.  Just  two  centuries  later  (1202),  according 
to  an  Arab  chronicle,  '' On  the  night  of  Saturday,  on  the 
last  day  of  Muharram,  the  stars  shot  hither  and  thither  in  the 
heavens,  eastward  and  westward,  and  flew  one  against  another 
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like  a  scattering  Bwarm  of  locnsts,  ^to  the  right  and  left ;  this 
phenomenon  lasted  until  daybreak ;  people  were  thrown  into 
consternation,  and  cried  to  God  the  Most  High  with  confused 
clamor."  The  display  of  1366  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
in  all  history.  The  heavens  were  so  filled  with  flying  meteors, 
lai^e  and  fiery,  '^  that  the  sky  and  air  seemed  to  be  in  flames, 
and  even  the  earth  seemed  ready  to  take  fire."  People  in  their 
dismay  "  imagined  that  the  end  of  the  world  had  come."  The 
Btar-showers  of  1533  and  1602  were  grand  displays  in  China, 
88  was  also  one  in  1768,  B.  C. — the  earliest  on  record.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark  in  passing,  how  these  Chinese  records  of 
meteors,  as  of  comets  and  eclipses,  running  back  some  of  them 
many  centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  fall  rigidly  into  line 
with  European  observations,  and  with  astronomical  theory, 
confirming  at  once  the  fidelity  of  the  records  and  the  antiquity 
of  that  remarkable  empiie.  Tlie  shower  of  1799  was  seen,  as 
a  very  surprising  exhibition  of  thousands  of  shooting-stars,  by 
Humboldt  and  Bonpland  in  Cumana,  and  by  Andrew  EUicott, 
Esq.,  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  Though  it  must  necessarily 
have  exhibited  a  radiant,  it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  so 
acute  an  observer  as  Humboldt  did  not  notice  it.  Entertain- 
ing apparently  the  popular  notion  of  the  local  and  trivial 
character  of  the  phenomenon,  he  doubtless  did  not  observe  it 
with  the  attention  he  otherwise  would. 

The  November  star-shower,  as  appears  from  a  glance  at  the 
dates,  has  both  an  annual  period  and  a  longer  cycle  of  about 
a  third  of  a  century.  The  first.  Professor  Newton  determined 
from  his  discussion  of  the  dates,  to  be  365*27  days,  and  the 
second  38'25  years.  From  this  length  of  the  annual  period  it 
follows,  that  if  the  shower  is  seen,  say  in  Europe,  one  year,  it 
will  be  seen  the  next  if  at  all  in  America,  the  earth  having 
made  in  the  interval  27  hundredths  of  a  revolution  more  than 
365  complete  ones,  thus  bringing  a  part  of  the  globe  about  a 
quarter  of  its  circumference  further  to  the  westward  to  face 
the  meteors;  as  in  the  recurrences  of  1832  and  1833,  the 
first  being  seen  in  Europe  and  Asia,  the  second  in  America, 
the  same  as  again  in  1866  and  18^7.  Professor  Newton  found 
further,  that  after  correcting  the  dates  for  change  of  style, 
they  showed  a  regular  advance  of  the  epoch,  in  the  year,  of 
about  three  days  in  a  century.    About  one  half  of  this  ad- 
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vance  could  be  accounted  for  by  the  difference  between  the 
tropical  and  the  sidereal  year,  caused  by  the  precession  of  the 
equinoxes.  The  other  part,  or  a  change  of  date  forward  of 
about  one  day  in  seventy  years,  could  be  due  only  to  an 
actual  advance,  or  procession^  of  the  node  of  the  meteors' 
orbit  along  the  ecliptic,  with  respect  to  the  fixed  stars ; — an 
advance  amounting  to  thirteen  degrees  since  A.  D.  902,  and 
caused,  as  in  other  cases  of  nodal  motion,  by  the  action  of  the 
earth  and  planets.  From  the  fact  that  this  motion  of  the 
node  is  forward,  and  not  backward,  it  is  a  necessary  inference 
that  the  motion  of  the  meteors  in  their  orbit  is  in  a  retrograde 
direction,  or  contrary  to  that  of  the  earth ;  so  that  when  the 
two  meet,  it  must  be  with  a  relative  velocity  equal,  nearly,  to 
the  sum  of  the  orbital  velocities  of  both. 

From  the  same  investigation.  Professor  Newton  showed 
further,  that  there  were  but  Jive  possible  orbits,  in  which  the 
meteors  could  move,  consistently  with  the  two  periods  above 
mentioned  as  given  by  the  dates ;  and  that  which  of  these  five 
was  the  true  one  might  be  determined  by  computing  the  disturb- 
ing effect  of  the  planets  upon  the  place  of  the  node,  in  each 
case;  since  in  each  that  effect  would  necessarily  be  different. 
The  five  possible  orbit*  were,  first  a  small  ellipse,  interior  to  the 
earth's  orbit,  and  intersecting  it  near  the  aphelion,  with  a 
period  of  180*0  days ;  second,  a  similar  ellipse  with  a  period  of 
185-4  days ;  third  and  fourth  an  orbit  nearly  circular,  with  a 
period  of  either  354*6  or  376*6  days;  and  filth,  a  large  elliptic 
orbit,  intersecting  the  earth  near  perihelion,  and  extending  at 
aphelion  beyond  that  of  Uranus,  with  a  period  33-25  years. 
Each  of  these  orbits  would  satisfy  the  con  Jitions  of  periodicity, 
direction  of  radiant,  and  (so  far  as  it  was  a  known  quantity) 
velocity.  Twice  either  of  the  two  first-named  periods,  or  once 
either  of  the  two  next,  differs  from  a  year,  just  ^^Jiyth  part  of 
a  revolution ;  consequently,  if  in  either  of  the  five  cases  the 
earth  and  the  meteoric  swarm  should  be  simultaneously  at  the 
node  so  as  to  give  a  meteoric  shower,  the  swarm,  when  next 
the  earth  came  round  to  the  same  point,  would  be  a  certain 
distance  either  behind  or  in  advance  of  that  point,  and  so 
would  escape  the  earth  ;  unless,  indeed,  it  were  so  extended 
along  its  orbit  that  the  earth  would  plunge  through  some  other 
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part  of  it,  thns  giving  two  successive  annoal  retnrns.  Though 
Froteesor  Newton  was  inch'ned  at  first  to  prefer  the  period  of 
8544  days,  and  provisionally  adopted  it,  he  referred  the  final  de- 
cision to  the  computation  of  the  nodal  motion  already  mention- 
ed. That  computation  he  left  to  be  made  by  Professor  Adams, 
Well  known  as  the  computer,  simultaneously  with  Le  Verrier, 
of  the  famons  hypothetical  orbit  of  Neptune,  which  led  to 
the  discovery  of  that  planet.  The  result  of  Professor  Adams's 
computation,  as  well  as  of  another  by  IjC  Verrier,  was  in 
ikvor  of  the  long  period  of  33*25  years,  with  the  corresponding 
orbit;  the  inclination  of  the  orbit  to  the  ecliptic  being  17°  or 
18°,  that  is,  nearly  twice  the  distance  of  the  radiant  from  the 
elliptic,  as  it  should  be  by  the  law  of  the  composition  of 
motions. 

On  the  grounds  indicated,  then,  even  were  there  no  other, 
we  must  accept  this  as  the  extremely  probable,  if  not  rigidly 
demonstrated  orbit  of  the  November  meteors.  This  concluj^ion 
is  strengthened  by  the  consideration  (suggested  by  Prof.  Kirk- 
wood)  that  of  the  more  than  100  known  bodies  which  revolye 
about  the  sun  in  orbits  of  small  eccentricity,  not  one  has  (like 
these  meteors)  a  retrograde  motion,  and  also  by  the  observed 
fact,  that  the  velocity  of  these  meteors,  on  entering  the  atmos- 
phere, is  so  great  (often  forty-five  or  fifty  miles  a  second)  as  to 
imply  an  orbital  velocity  considerabi y  greater  than  that  of  the 
earth  (the  latter  being  nineteen  miles  a  second) ;  which  greater 
velocity,  at  the  earth^s  distance  from  the  sun,  could  only  result 
from  motion  in  a  long  ellipse  or  parabola. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  such  also  is  the  character  of  the 
orbits  of  other  groups,  and  of  meteors  generally ;  for  the  reason- 
ings of  Prcifessor  Newton,  and  lately  of  Mr.  Scbiaparelli  of 
Milan,  from  the  distribution  of  ordinary  shooting-stars  through 
the  hours  of  the  night,  seem  to  show  that  their  mean  velocity 
is  comparable  to  that  of  comets  -  in  parabolic  orbits,  and  is 
almost  certainly  greater  than  the  orbital  velocity  of  the  earth* 

It'  the  orbit  of  the  November  group  is  such  as  has  been 
described,  it  is  plain  that  the  meteors  cannot  be  so  distributed 
in  it  as  to  form  a  continuous  ring;  for  if  they  were,  we  should 
have  a  November  shower  regularly  every  year.  They  must  then 
constitute  a  limited  swarm,  stretching  some  distance  along 
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the  orbit,  and  requiring  two  or  three  years  for  the  denser 
portion  of  it  to  pass  the  node,  since  the  earth  meets  it  two 
years  at  least  in  succession,  and  falls  in  with  its  scattered 
members,  or  outriders,  for  several  years  before  and  after 
meeting  the  denser  portion.  It  must  stretch  therefore  several 
hundred  millions  of  miles  along  its  orbit.  The  thickness  of  the 
stream  is  easily  computed  from  the  time  occupied  by  the  earth 
in  traversing  it,  that  is,  the  duration  of  the  meteoric  shower. 
That  of  1866,  in  England,  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a  half; 
hence,  as  Professor  Newton  computes,  the  thickness  of  the 
group  at  that  point  must  have  been  about  33,000  miles.  From  a 
comparison  of  the  times  of  maximum  frequency,  as  observed 
in  England  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  appears  that 
the  latter  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour  earlier,  absolute  time,  than 
the  former.  This  was  obviously  owing  to  the  oblique  direc- 
tion in  which  the  earth  passed  through  the  meteoric  stream. 
Approaching  the  stream  on  its  northern  side,  the  southern 
portions  of  the  globe  would  enter  first  and  then  in  succession 
those  farther  north, — England  fifteen  minutes  later  than  the 
Oape  of  Good  Hope.  As  to  geographical  extent,  a  meteoric 
display  can,  of  course,  be  visible  only  at  those  places  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  earth's  traversing  the  group,  have  the 
radiant  above  the  horizon,  and  also  are  not  covered  by  day- 
light. Usually,  the  nearer  to  the  zenith  the  radiant,  the  finer 
the  display.  The  star-shower  of  183*^  was  visible  from  the 
equator  over  nearly  the  whole  northern  part  of  America, 
having  its  greatest  splendor  however  in  the  United  States.  That 
of  1866  was  seen  from  Central  Asia  to  the  middle  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  from  Northern  Europe  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

But  we  have  lingered  already  too  long  on  the  steps  by  which 
Professor  Newton  and  others  have  established  the  theory  of 
the  November  meteors.  As  the  type  however  of  other  groups, 
the  one  which,  while  involving  all  the  phenomena  character- 
istic of  star-showers,  has  been  the  most  thoroughly  studied  and 
the  first  to  be  assigned  a  satisfactory  orbit,  it  is  certainly  an 
object  of  peculiar  interest,  and  worthy  of  filling  even  a  larger 
space  in  our  survey  than  we  have  given  it  Of  other  epochs 
of  shooting-stars  we  cannot  speak  in  particular.  The  one  best 
known  is  that  of   August   9th-10th;  first   pointed   out  by 
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Profewor  Qnetelet  of  Brnesels,  and  Mr.  Herrick,  and  afterwards 
diligently  observed  by  them.  Ten  or  twelve  ancient  etar-show- 
ers  belong  to  this  epoch,  some  of  them  as  far  back  as  the  ninth 
centnry.  Its  radiant  has  a  hisrh  northern  declination,  indica- 
ting a  laro^e  inclination  of  orbit.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  this 
epoch  that  there  is  ev^  year  a  more  or  less  complete  return 
of  the  shower,  though  never  in  modem  times  at  least  any 
remarkable  display ;  a  fact  implying  the  probable  distribution 
of  the  meteors  in  a  continuous  ring.  A  rough  computation 
of  this  ring  by  Professor  Newton  in  1 863,  from  observations 
on  u  single  meteor,  deserves  mention  as  the  first  attempt  to 
determine  the  orbit  of  shooting-stars.  From  observations  at 
Melbourne  in  Australia,  it  appears  that  shooting-stars  are  not 
unusually  numerous  there  at  the  August  epoch;  for  the  ob- 
vious reason  that  the  radiant  (in  Perseus)  is  always  below  the 
horizon. 

Another  epoch  is  that  of  April  20th,  to  which  attention  was 
first  called,  we  believe,  by  Mr.  Herrick  of  New  Haven,  and  on 
which  several  remarkable  showers  have  occurred  in  former 
times,  including  some  of  the  earliest  on  record.  Its  radiant 
was  placed  by  Mr.  Herrick  near  alpha  Lyree,  where  it  has 
since  been  identified  by  others. 

There  are  several  other  epocths  more  or  less  distinctly  marked, 
among  which  may  be  named,  Jannnry  2d-3d,  and  December 
6th-7th,  discovered  by  Herrick,  each  having  its  own  radiant. 
Over  fifty  different  radiants  indeed  have  been  pointed  out  by 
the  meteor  committee  of  the  British  Association ;  but  very 
many  of  them  are  quite  indefinite,  and  can  hardly  yet  be 
regarded  as  based  on  sufficient  data. 

We  pass  now  to  the  most  remarkable  step  of  progress  yet 
taken  in  meteoric  astronomy,  and,  except  the  original  dis- 
coveries respecting  the  radiant,  apparently  the  most  promising 
in  results;  viz.  the  identification  of  shooting-stars  with  comets ; 
^no  fancy,  no  mere  speculation,  but  the  veritable  tracking  of 
theae  tiny  luminous  sprites  of  the  upper  air,  into  the  very  lair 
and  bosom  of  the  grim  old  hirsute  monsters  that  so  often  have 
terrified  the  nations  with  omens  dire.  This  discovery  is  due, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  able  director  of  the  Brera  Obser- 
vatory at  Milan,  Mr.  Schiaparelli.     A  certain  superficial  re- 
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semblance  between  shooting-stars  and  comets  has  often  been 
noticed.  Kepler,  thongh  regarding  shooting-stars  as  a  local 
atmospheric  phenomenon,  yet  speaks  of  them  as  passing 
through  the  air,  '^ ceu  rninutos  cometCLsy  The  "terrestrial 
comets  "  of  President  Clap  were  the  bolides  or  fire-balls,  not 
shooting-stars ;  the  latter  he  classes  with  "  thnnder,  lightning, 
and  such  like  lower  meteors."  Professor  Olmsted  speaks  of  the 
source  of  the  meteors  of  1833  as  a  comet;  Humboldt,  also, 
notices  a  general  resemblance  of  meteors  to  comets.  Pro- 
fessor Kirkwood,  in  an  Article  published  in  1861,  recognizes 
the  close  analogy  between  the  two  classes  of  bodies,  and  sug- 
gests the  name  of  cometoids  for  luminous  meteors.  But  it  re- 
mained for  the  Italian  astronomer  to  detect  as  an  actual  fact, 
comets  and  shooting-stars  pursuing  the  very  same  track  through 
space.  He  first  tested  his  suspicion  of  this  fact  on  the  August 
meteors,  and  found  their  orbit  strikingly  identical  with  that  of 
the  third  cornet  of  1862;  this  was  a  comet  discovered  nearly 
simultaneously  by  Tuttle  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  Simons  at 
Albany,  N.  T.  Mr.  Schiaparelli  has  since  found  a  still  closer 
coincidence  between  the  elementsof  the  orbit  of  the  November 
meteors  and  those  of  the  first  comet  of  1866.  The  degree  of 
coincidence  can  be  best  seen  from  the  figures. 
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Such  a  coincidence,  of  so  many  elements,  could  not  be  by 
chance.  The  conclusion  is  inevitable.  This  comet  can  be  re- 
garded as  only  a  huge  meteor  of  the  November  group.  It 
passed  its  perihelion  in  January  1866,  and  consequently  was 
just  in  the  van  of  the  metciric  train,  which  had  begun  to  pass 
the  same  point  in  November,  1865,  and  through  which  the 
earth  plowed  its  way  in  November,  1866,  and  again  in  1867. 
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Had  the  comet  been  ten  months  later  in  its  orbit,  it  might 
have  stmck  *'  our  English  cousins  "  with  greater  consternation 
than  have  even  the  Fenians,  and  if  twenty-two  months  later,  it 
might  have  proved  a  very  bad  omen  for  ourselves. 

Several  other  comets  have  been  strongly  suspected  of 
relationship  with  certain  star-showers,  as,  for  example,  the 
first  comet  of  1861  with  the  shower  of  April  19th-20th ;  the 
fourth  comet  of  1819  with  the  shower  of  December  6th-9th ; 
the  second  comet  of  1792,  and  the  fourth  of  1860,  with  the 
shower  of  January  lst-4th.  The  latest  identification,  however, 
and  one  of  the  most  interesting,  is  that  by  Professor  Newton 
(see  "  American  Journal  of  Science''  for  January,  1868),  of  a 
comet  seen  in  China  in  1366  with  the  November  meteors,  a 
grand  display  of  which  occurred  in  the  same  year.  From  an 
analysis  of  the  reported  observations.  Professor  Newton  con- 
cludes that  there  were  in  reality  two  comets,  the  second  follow- 
ing in  the  path  of  the  first,  and  both  being  oonfcnrmable  to  the 
November  radiant. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Mr.  Schiaparelli  was  led  to  his 
brilliaut  discovery  by  a  strikingly  beautiful  and  harmonious 
theory,  which  he  had  previously  developed,  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  universe.     Infering  from  their  high  velocities  that 
both  meteors  and  comets  come,  originally  at  least,  from  stellar 
space,  through  which  the  solar  system  is  known  to  be  pushing 
its  way,  and  that  that  space  must  be  everywhere  filled  with 
such  bodies  in  every  state  of  aggregation,  he  was  led  to  con- 
sider what  must  necessarily  be  their  motions  and  changes 
under  the  known  laws  of  matter.     Ho  shows  that  a  diffused 
cloud  of  minute  independent  bodies  (suppose  of  a  globular 
fonn)  would,  by  the  laws  of  motion  and  gravity,  on  coming 
within  the  sphere  of  the  sun's  attraction,  be  drawn  towards 
that  body  in  a  parabolic  orbit,   and,  as  it  approached  peri- 
helion,  be  gradually   extended    along  the  orbit,  in   such  a 
manner  as  to  have  at  perihelion  a  very  narrow  tranverse  sec- 
tion, with  great  condensation  and  very  great  length ;  constitu- 
ting, in  fact,  an  extended  stream,  which,  afler  passing   the 
perihelion,  would  tend  gradually  to  regain  its  original  form, 
yet  remain  more  elongated  and  diffused  than  before  the  peri- 
helion passage ;  and  if  by  planetary  perturbations  it  should 
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be  thrown  from  a  parabolic  into  an  elliptic  orbit,  it  \^ould 
become  at  each  revolution  more  and  more  lengthened  and 
diffused,  until  ultimately  it  would  form  a  closed  ring.  It 
seems  highly  probable  that  the  August  meteors  represent  such 
a  group  after  its  transformation  into  the  ring,  while  the 
November  meteors  have  not  yet  reached  that  stage,  but  are 
still  in  the  process  of  stretching  out.  The  effect  of  the  sun's 
attraction  on  such  a  loosely  constituted  and  diffused  cloud, 
Mr.  Schiaparelli  shows,  is  to  disperse  its  elements.  It  is  only 
within  certain  narrow  limits  of  distance,  that  ,the  elements 
will  have  sufficient  mutual  coherence  to  prevent  this  result 
But  we  have  not  space  to  follow  further  his  course  of  investiga- 
tion. At  the  risk,  however,  of  sacrificing  intelligibility  to 
brevity,  we  cannot  withold  a  condensed  synopsis  of  the  leading 
points  of  his  theory  of  falling-stars. 

1.  Matter  is  disseminated  in  celestial  space  in  all  possible 
grades  of  division ;  as  first,  the  larger  stars,  either  isolated  or 
in  systems  of  few  members ;  second,  large  agglomerations  of 
small  stars  (resolvable  nebulae) ;  third,  smaller  bodies,  visible 
only  when  they  approach  the  sun  as  comets ;  finally,  cosmical 
clouds,  the  minute  elements  of  which  are  comparable  in  mass 
to  such  as  we  can  handle  or  transport. 

2.  Bodies  of  the  last  class  may  have  been  formed  in  space 
by  the  local  concentration  of  the  celestial  matter,  analogous- 
ly to  the  crystallization  of  substances  dissolved  in  liquids. 

8.  Such  clouds,  subject  to  the  same  laws  of  motion  as  the 
fixed  stars,  when  they  come  within  the  sphere  of  the  sun's 
attraction,  cannot  come  near  enough  to  be  visible  to  us  unless 
their  orbits  are  very  greatly  elongated  conic  sections. 

4.  Such  a  cloud  cannot  come  within  the  solar  system  except 
as  a  parabolic  current,  which  may  take  years  or  ages  to  pass 
its  perihelion,  forming  in  space  a  river,  very  narrow  with  re- 
spect to  its  length.  Such  a  current  encountered  by  the  earth 
will  yield  showers  of  meteors  diverging  from  a  radiant. 

5.  Such  currents,  however  numerous,  and  however  various 
their  directions  within  the  solar  system,  may,  from  their  rarity, 
intersect  mutually  without  disturbance,  and  may  slowly  change 
in  form  and  position,  like  rivers  changing  their  bed,  sometimes 
becoming  closed  elliptical  rings. 
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6.  Permanent  orbits  of  short  period  for  cosmical  clouds  are 
impossible,  by  the  laws  of  gravity. 

7.  The  matter  of  a  current  after  passing  the  perihelion, 
retnrus  into  space  more  dispersed  than  before  the  passage ;  if 
mattered  by  great  perturbations,  the  minute  masses  may  some 
of  them  take  special  orbits,  and  become  the  sporadie  shooting- 
BtarB. 

8.  Thus  the  meteoric  stars,  of  all  grades,  belong  to  the 
cat^ory  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  may  be  called  simply  and 
iiulj/aUing'Siars.  They  have  the  same  relation  to  comets, 
as  the  planetoids^to  the  planets.  The  smaller  they  are,  in  both 
cases,  the  greater  their  number. 

9.  Since  shooting-stars,  fire-balls,  and  meteorites,  differ  pro* 
babiy  in  nothing  but  size,  our  cabinet  specimens  of  the  latter 
are  doubtless  fragments  of  the  matter  of  the  stellar  universe ; 
and  since  they  contain  no  new  elements,  we  may  infer  the 
umilarity  of  composition  of  all  the  celestial  bodies. 

The  views  thus  dryly  stated  receive,  in  many  points,  strong 
rapport  from  many  of  the  more  recent  investigations  in  phys- 
ical science,  particularly  those  with  the  spectreoscope,  and  in 
meteoric  mineralogy  with  the  microscope.  Views  closely 
reeeinbling  these  have  been  deduced  also  by  Le  Yerrier  from 
analogous  reasonings.  His  conclusion,  however,  that  the  No- 
vember meteors  entered  the  solar  system  by  the  disturbing 
action  of  Uranus  so  lately  as  A.  D.  126,  is  not  acquiesced  in 
by  Schiaparelli,  on  account  of  the  insufficient  mass  of  Uranus. 
Jupiter,  and  Saturn  were  more  probably  the  perturbing 
bodies,  which  gave  us  this  meteoric  stream. 

In  our  sketch  thus  far  we  have  dwelt  mainly  in  respect  to 
flhooting-stars,  on  the  phenomena  of  groups  and  special  showers, 
as  those  which  have  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  developing 
meteoric  science.  But,  though  our  Article  is  already  too  long, 
we  should  be  guilty  of  a  culpable  omission,  if  we  failed  to 
notice  the  important  investigations  of  Prof.  Newton  respecting 
sporadic  shooting-stars,  or  those  seen  singly  on  ordinary 
nights.  Yery  few  persons  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  ac- 
tual number  of  these  bodies  that  are  daily  losing  themselves 
in  oar  atmosphere.  The  paper  of  Prof.  Newton  on  this  sub- 
ject is  published  in  the  first  volume  of  the  National  Academy 
of  Sciences. 
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He  determines  first,  from  an  analysis  of  more  than  300  obser- 
vations collected  from  various  sources,  the  law  of  distribution  of 
their  paths  in  vertical  height  above  the  earth.     He  finds  that 
there  is  a  pretty  definite  upper  limit  to  the  meteor-paths,  and 
that  about  two-thirds  of  them  lie  between  the  heights  of  thirty- 
seven  and  seventy-four  miles;  the  mean  height  of  their  middle 
points  being  fifty-nine  and  a  half  miles.    The  number  of  shoot- 
ing-stars that  come  into  the  atmosphere  each  day,  over  the  whole 
earth,  he  finds  by  a  careful  investigation  to  be  over  seven  and  a 
AaZ/'m^7Korw,  including  only  such  as  are  commonly  visible  to  the 
naked  eye  on  ordinary  nights.     This  number  is  obtained  by- 
determining  first  the  number  visible  by  one  observer  at  any 
one  place.     This  has  been  found  by  repeated  observations  to 
be  on  an  average  eight  an  hour.     But,  one  person,  as  Professor 
Newton  has  shown  elsewhere  from  observations  conducted  by 
himself  for  the  purpose,  sees  not  more  than  one-fifth  or  one- 
sixth  of  the  whole  number  that  might  be  seen  if  his  eye  could 
take  in  the  whole  heavens.     Suppose  he  sees  one-fourth,  this 
will  give  at  least  thirty  an  hour,  as  the  number  visible  at  one 
place.     Assuming  an  equal  distribution  over  the  earth's  sur- 
face, Professor  Newton  finds  by  a  special  investigation,  that 
the  area  within  which  meteors  are  seen  at  a  given  place  is  less 
than  a  ten  thousandth  part  of  the  area  of  the  whole  atmosphere. 
The  daily  number  for  the  whole  earth  is,  then,  30  X  24  X 
10460,  or  7,531,200;  which  is  probably  less  than  the  actual 
number,  though  certainly  large  enough  to  startle  those  who 
have   not  given    the   matter  special   attention.      But   those 
visible  to  the  eye  are  by  no  means  all.     From  special  observa- 
tions of  Pape  and  Winnecke,  with  and  without  a  comet  seek- 
er. Professor  Newton  estimates  that  more  than  400,000,000 
shooting-stars,  such  as  that  telescope  showed  daily,  enter  our 
atmosphere.  From  the  same  data  he  finds,  further,  "that  in  the 
mean,  in  each  volume  of  the  size  of  the  earth,  of  the  space 
which  the  earth  is  traversing  in  itd  orbit  about  the  sun,  there 
are  as  many  as  13,000  small  bodies,  each  body  such  as  would 
furnish  a  shooting-star  visible  under  favorable  circumstances 
to  the  naked  eye."     This  would  make  the  average  mutual 
distance  apart  of  these  bodies  about  300  miles.     If  telescopic 
meteors  be  counted,  the  number  just  stated  should  be  increased 
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at  least  forty  fold,  or  their  mutual  distance  reduced  to  100 
miles.  By  a  like  estimate  from  the  number  of  meteors  counted 
at  maximum  frequency  in  the  November  showers  of  1866  iu 
England,  and  1867  in  the  United  States,  Professor  Newton 
has  found  that  their  average  mutual  distance  from  each  other 
was  about  thirty  miles.  There  were  doubtless  immense  num- 
bers of  smaller  ones^  that  could  only  have  been  seen  with  a 
telescope.  But,  even  reckoning  in  these,  so  as  to  make  their 
mean  distance  apart  many  times  less  than  that  just  stated,  it 
is  easy  to  see  that  two  or  more  streams  of  such  bodies  might 
readily  flow  through  each  other  with  very  little  chance  of 
collision  of  the  individuals ;  or  if  a  few  should  jostle  each  other, 
they  would  scarcely  be  missed,  and  the  great  intersecting 
streams  would  still  move  on  as  before. 

The  mean  length  of  visible  path  in  the  atmosphere  of  the 
ordinary  sporadic  shooting  stars  he  concludes  is  from  twenty- 
foar  to  forty  miles.  Hence,  if  the  mean  duration  of  flight 
is  half  a  second,  as  numerous  observations  seem  to  indicate,  we 
have  a  mean  velocity  of  between  forty-eight  and  eighty 
miles  a  second,  which  is  three  or  four  times  that  of  the  earth, 
and  probably  too  great.  Schmidt,  of  the  Athens  Observatory, 
makes  the  average  time  of  flight  of  1357  shooting-stars  equal 
08.93,  the  time  being  different  for  tho^^e  of  different  colors ;  viz., 
Ml  for  the  white,  Os.95  for  the  yellow,  ls.79  foV  the  red,  and 
2s.69  for  the  green — the  color  doubtless  being  due  to  the 
velocities.  These  durations  imply  velocities  ranging  From  ten 
to  fifty  miles  a  second.  The  average  velocity  will  be  less  in 
the  early  than  in  the  later  hours  of  the  night. 

Other  results  of  Professor  Newton's  investigations,  of  inter- 
est chiefly  to  the  scientific  reader,  we  cannot  stop  even  to 
name.  Suffice  it  to  say,  in  general,  that  they  tend  to  confirm 
the  cosmical  and  cometary  theory  of  meteors. 

With  regard  to  the  physical  constitution  of  shooting-stars, 

it  is  a  point  for  science  yet  to  determine.     The  spectroscopic 

observations  of  Herschel  and  others  seem  to  indicate  that  *^^he 

nticlei  of  some  may  be  solid,  of  others  gaseous,  and  that  for 

the  August  meteors  at  least,  **  the  material  is  probably  a  min- 

^  substance  in  which  sodium  is  one  of  the  chemical  ingre- 

d'^ents."    This  observation  connects  at  once  shooting-stars  with 
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aerolites,  since  sodiom  is  a  constituent  of  some  of  the  latter, 
as  of  that  which  fell  at  Aumale,  Ang.  25th,  1865.  The  esti- 
mates of  the  weight  of  shooting-stars  (ranging  from  a  few 
grains  to  a  few  ounces),  based  on  the  mechanical  equivalent 
of  light,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  yet  as  entitled  to  much  con- 
fidence. Whatever  their  mass,  however,  it  is  pleasant  to 
know  they  are  effectually  dissipated  high  in  the  atmosphere, 
which  serves  as  an  impenetrable  shield  to  protect  the  earth 
from  their  pel  tings. 

There  are  many  other  points  of  interest  in  the  recent  pro- 
gress of  the  new  science  on  which  we  should  be  glad  to  touch, 
were  not  onr  Article  already  of  too  great  a  length.  From  the 
present  imperfect  sketch,  however,  it  must  appear  evident,  that 
the  science  of  meteors,  though  its  recent  progress  has  been  so 
remarkable,  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  opens  up  to  zealous  cul- 
tivators a  field  of  rare  promise  in  the  future.  In  a  study  of  the 
mutual  relations  between  the  greater  and  the  minuter  bodies 
of  the  universe,  whatever  discovery  we  make  respecting  the 
one  class  immediately  throws  light  upon  the  other.  From  the 
motions  of  the  greater,  as  taught  by  astronomy,  we  learn  at 
once  the  motions  of  the  smaller;  and  from  handling  and  ana- 
lyzing the  smaller,  as  they  drop  within  our  reach,  we  learn 
the  character  and  composition  of  the  larger,  and  so,  in  general^ 
of  the  material  universe.  Meteorites  and  shooting-stars  thus 
form,  as  it  were,  a  ladder  by  the  steps  of  which  we  climb  into  the 
highest  material  heavens,  and  go  where  we  can  touch  and 
handle  the  remotest  masses  that  float  in  the  realms  of  space. 
Thus  phenomena  that  until  lately  were  deemed  too  trivial  to 
engage  the  serious  attention  of  philosophers  become,  by  the 
progress  of  science,  a  source  of  our  proibundest  knowledge,  and 
carry  us  in  onr  conceptions  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  power,  as 
exhibited  in  the  material  creation,  to  a  point  we  had  not  other- 
wise been  able  to  attain. 

The  reader  will  have  gathered  also  from  this  brief  sketch, 
which,  though  confessedly  incomplete,  we  have  endeavored  to 
make  impartial,  that,  as  was  intimated  at  the  beginning,  the 
leading  steps  of  progress  in  this  new  branch  of  astronomy 
have  originated  on  this  side  of  the  Altantic,  and  chiefly 
under  the  auspices  of  Yale  College.  In  saying  this  we 
would  not  disparage  the  arduous  and  varied  labors  of  acien- 
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tific  men   abroad.     With  respect    to  meteorites  and  mete- 
oric mineralogy,  they  have  done  confessedly  the  greater  part  of 
the  work ;  though  even  in  this  department  we  cannot  forget 
that  one  of  the  most  zealous  laborers  is  Professor   Charles 
Upham  Shepard,  who  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  New 
Haven,  whose  cabinet  of  meteorites,  now  at  Amherst  Col- 
1^,  representing  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  localities,  is  the 
lar^t  in  the  country,  and  one  of  the  four   largest  in  the 
world,  and  whose  contributions  to  the  chemistry  and  clas- 
sification of  meteorites  are  everywhere  acknowledged    to  be 
of  the  highest  value.     It  is  in  the  department  of  shooting- 
stars,  however,  as  we  have  seen,    that  the  great  steps  of 
progress  have  been  made,  and  that  the  theory  of  meteorites 
themselves  has  found   its  best  development.     And  in  this 
department  the  European  interest  was,  with  a  few  marked 
exceptions,  very  small,  until  it  was  awakened  by  the  show- 
ers of  the  last  two  years;  while,  in   this  country,   the  in- 
terest excited  by  the  display  of  1833,  and  by  the  discoveries 
connected  with  it,  has  never  been  lost.     The  truly  scientific 
zeal  and  persevering  labors  of  Mr.  Herrick,  though  they  have 
been  touched  upon  incidentally  in  this  Article,  have  not,  we 
fear,  received  the  share  of  notice  they  justly  deserve.    Other 
laborers,  also,  might  very  properly  have  been  named;  espe 
dally  that  able  astronomer  and  mathematician,  Mr.   S.  C. 
Walker,  of  Philadelphia,  whose  elaborafe  paper  on  the  Novem- 
ber meteors,  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  in  1841,  was  one  of  the  earliest  and 
ablest  mathematical  contributions  to  the  astronomical  theory 
ot  these  bodies.     We  regret,  also,  that  a  paper  of  great  value, 
the  Washington  Observatory  Report  on  the  Meteors  of  Nov. 
1867,  has  come  to  hand  too  late  for  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  its 
results.    But  without  saying  more,  wd  cannot  doubt  that  the 
&ctB,  even  so  imperfectly  presented,  will  bear  us  out  in  assign- 
ing the  share  of  credit  we  have  to  American  science,  and  show 
that  the  title  prefixed  to  this  Article  is  not  inappropriate. 

KoTB.~^noe  Ui«  snggestum  on  p«ge  141,  rerpeoting  the  separaU  upper  limiti 
cf  the  different  gaseonB  constituentB  of  tLe  atmosphere,  were  in  type,  our  atten- 
tioD  his  been  direeted  to  an  analogous  view  of  the  sun's  atmosphere,  in  an  inter- 
vting  OQamuuiication  latelj  made  to  the  Royal  Society,  by  Mr.  Stoney,  of 
**«w^lliii7errity,lrdand. 
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Abwclb  IX.— the  latest  WORKS  IN  THE  SCHON- 
BERG-COTTA  SERIES. 

The  Draytans  and  the  Davenants.  A  Story  of  the  Civil 
Ware.  By  the  Anthor  of  "  Chronicles  of  the  Schonberg- 
Cotta  Family."    New  York  :  M.  W.  Dodd,  506  Broadway. 

On  Both  Sides  of  the  Sea.  A  Story  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  Restoration.  A  Sequel  to  '*The  Dray  tons  and  the 
Davenants."  By  the  Author  of  "  Chronicles  of  the  Schon- 
berg-Cotta  Family."   New  York :  M.  W.  Dodd. 

The  author  of  these  books  has  never  announced  hereelf  upon 
a  title-page,  but  her  name,  we  believe,  is  no  secret  to  any  of 
her  readere.  It  is  much  more  convenient  to  speak  of  Mrs. 
Charles,  than  to  designate  her  by  the  cumbrous  periphrasis, 
"  Author  of  Chronicles  of  the  Schonberg-Cotta  Family,"  even 
though  we  know  nothing  more  about  her.  The  succession  of 
her  books  has  given  her  the  place  of  a  friend  in  many  hearts, 
and  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  have  a  convenient  name  tor  so 
valued  a  friend.  Her  name  therefore  could  hardly  be  concealed 
from  the  public  without  some  unusual  artifice;  and  gradually 
we  are  becoming  acquainted  with  her  as  with  other  authors. 
Travelers — especially  lady  travelere — find  out  where  she  lives, 
and  visit  her,  and  make  report  of  what  they  see  and  hear. 
Quite  recently  a  sprightly  letter,  in  one  of  our  religious  news- 
papers, introduces  us,  as  it  were,  into  her  house,  and  shows  us 
what  she  is  at  home.  Thus  the  name  is  getting  to  be  more  than 
an  algebraic  symbol, — as  in  the  formula  "Mrs.  C. — Author 
of  Chronicles  of  the  Bchonberg-Cotta  Faniily,*' — ^a  convenient 
sign  to  represent  the  fact  that  somebody  has  written  a  series  of 
charming  and  useful  books.  Everybody  may  know  that  this 
lady,  to  whonl  so  many  readere  are  indebted,  resides  at  Hamp- 
stead  near  London;  that  she  is  a  native  of  Devonshire;  that 
her  father  was  a  Member  of  Parliament ;  that  her  husband  is 
a  London  merchant  who  shares  in  her  tastes  and  supplies  am- 
ple means  for  their  gratification ;  that  she  is  "  a  kind  and  gen- 
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tie  woman,"  "still  young  and  eminently  English,  of  small, 
slight  figare,  whose  modest,  almost  timid  manners  "  win,  at  a 
glance,  the  interest  and  sympathy  of  her  guests.  In  all  the 
diligence  of  her  literary  labors,  she  has  neglected  no  maternal 
dnties ;  for  her  pleasant  home  lacks  the  voices  of  children  to 
make  it  more  pleasant.  Thus  she  has  leisure  for  study  and 
for  authorship.  ''Her  first  books  "were  the  fruit  of  years  of 
reading  and  or  observation.  She  had  made  herself  familiar 
with  German  literature  and  history,  especially  the  literature 
and  Iiistory  of  the  Reformation,  and,  in  travels  on  the  conti- 
nent, had  observed  the  scenes  and  customs  which  she  was  to 
describe."  All  her  books  give  evidence  that  they  are  not 
mere  fictions,  but  are  the  results  of  much  historical  study. 

We  do  not  remember  how  we  learned  that  the  author  of 
"  The  Schonberg-Cotta  Family  "  is  the  author  of  an  earlier 
work,  "  The  Voice  of  Christian  Life  in  Song ;  or  Hymns  and 
Hymn  Writers  in  many  Lands  and  Ages."  Li  that  little  vol- 
ume we  see,  already  far  advanced,  the  studios  which  have  so 
enriched  the  author's  later  works.  The  leading  thought  of  the 
first  book  runs  through  all  the  others.  ''If  church  history" 
'  (Bays  the  author  in  the  first  sentence)  ''  be  anything  difiTerent 
fix>m  secular  history,  it  should  be  the  result  of  Obristian  truth 
speaking  through  the  lives  of  Christian  men;  the  story  of  the 
Btm^le  between  selfishness  and  divine  love,  of  the  Life  which 
has  pierced  through,  and  outlived  the  corruption  and  decay  of 
States ;  the  echo  of  the  accents  of  truth  and  love  penetrating, 
like  a  musical  tone,  through  the  market  din  and  battle  tumult 
of  the  world."  "  We  are  sure,  since  the  Prince  of  Life  arose 
from  the  tomb,  the  life  of  Christianity  has  never  been  altogether 
buried  again ;  and  to  watch  for  it,  and  rejoice  in  it  when  found, 
seem  the  only  objects  for  which  church  history  is  worth  being 
studied.  And  as  we  watch,  much  is  revealed  to  us.  We  trace 
Christian  life  through  its  various  manifestations  of  love,  and 
find  the  golden  chain  unbroken  through  the  ages,  however  dim 
at  times  the  gold  may  shine." 

In  all  these  books^  then,  from  the  earliest  to  the  latest,  we 
Bee  the  writer  teaching  her  readers  one  great  lesson.  She  is 
constantly  setting  forth,  with  historic  illustration,  the  principle 
on  Yrhich  church  history  ought  always  to  be  written,  namely, 
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that  Christianity  is  "  Christian  truth  speahUig  through  the 
lives  of  Christian  men?^  Important  as  the  history  of  dogmas 
may  be,  and  of  those  fierce  and  noisy  word-battles  which  have 
been  fonght  to  define  and  defend  the  propositions  of  Christian 
theology,  the  history  of  Christianity  itself  is  quite  another 
thing.  "  The  voice  of  Christian  life,"  sounding  along  the  ages, 
in  song  and  prayer — ^in  testimonies  for  Christ  from  prisons  or 
from  exile,  from  scaffolds  or  from  the  fire — in  words  of  comfort 
for  human  sorrow  and  of  cheer  for  the  oppressed — in  Christ- 
like protestations  against  wickedness — ^in  aspiration  and  en* 
deavor  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  men — sighing 
or  shouting  in  the  ceaseless  conflict  with  the  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world — "  that  voice  of  Christian  life,"  where- 
ever  it  is  uttered  and  in  whatever  tone — ogives  evidence  that 
Christianity  is  there,  not  dead  and  embalmed  in  dogmas  like  a 
mummy  in  its  swathings,  but  alive.  This  idea  of  Christianity 
as  Christian  life  is  what  gives  unity  to  the  succession  of  vol- 
umes denominated  by  the  publishers  "The  Schonberg-Ootta 
Series." 

Here  we  find  an  explanation,  in  part,  of  the  great  favor  with 
which  these  books  have  been  received  by  religious  readers  of 
various  ecclesiastical  denominations.  **  In  part "  we  say ;  for 
we  would  by  no  means  imply  that  there  is  no  other  explanation. 
Much  of  the  success  which  these  books  have  gained  is  due  no 
doubt  to  the  genius  and  skill  of  the  author— much  to  the  charm 
attendant  on  her  almost  dramatic  representations,  especially  in 
the  best  of  her  stories ;  for  without  the  power  by  which  she 
calls  up  the  buried  past,  and  makes  it  live  again,  such  success 
would  have  been  impossible.  Yet  to  the  best  sensibilities  of 
her  religious  readers,  there  is  an  added  charm  in  her  broad 
and  sympathizing  recognition  of  the  Christian  life  manifested 
under  wide  diversity  of  forms  in  "  many  lands  and  ages." 
She  writes  not  in  the  interest  of  any  ecclesiastical  system,  nor 
as  a  theological  partisan ;  it  does  not  appear  from  her  writings 
(nor  indeed  have  we  learned  from  any  other  source  of  inform- 
ation), wheth^  Mrs.  Charles  is  a  worshiper  in  the  parish 
church,  or  sits  under  the  ministry  of  a  dissenting  pastor. 
Whether  she  is  a  Wesleyan,  a  Congregation alist,  or  an  Epis- 
copalian, we  cannot  tell,  nor  do  we  care  to  know.     We  only 
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know  that  as  we  read  we  hear  "  the  voice  of  Christian  life  " — 
we  see  the  experience  of  living  Christian  seals — we  feel  our- 
selves brought  into  the  communion  of  the  saints  and  not  mere- 
ly of  the  orthodox.  Not  as  if  Christian  truth  had  no  relation 
to  the  Christian  life.  The  author  of  these  books  is  far  enough 
from  so  preposterous  a  theory ;  nor  do  her  writings  tend  in  that 
direction.  Instead  of  having  any  fellowship  with  the  shallow 
sentimentalists,  who  teach  that  Christianity  is  nothing  but 
philanthropy,  and  whose  theory,  that  Christ  brought  nothing 
iflto  the  world  but  the  precept  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself,"  would  abolish  the  church  and  extinguish  the  light 
of  the  world,  she  holds  plainly  enough,  and  firmly,  that  "  Christ 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners ; "  and  all  her  illustrations 
of  the  Christian  life  show  us  a  life  of  faith,  a  life  ^'  bid  with 
Christ  in  God."  Her  view  of  Christianity — or  the  view  to 
which  her  wrifings  lead — is  that  which  the  purest  and  noblest 
sonis  of  Christendom  are  at  this  day  consciously  or  unconsciously 
beginning  to  receive.  To  her  the  Gospel  is  not  a  syntagma  of 
abstract  propositions,  ontological,  psychological,  or  even  theo- 
logical ;  still  less  is  it  a  system  of  church  government,  a  direc- 
tory for  public  worship,  or  a  body  of  prescribed  devotions  with 
rnbries  telling  how  they  shall  be  said  or  sung ;  it  is  simply  the 
^  faithful  saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation  that  Christ 
Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  It  is  not  the 
difference  of  opinion  between  Luther  and  Calvin,  nor  the 
difference  between  Richard  Baxter  and  Jeremy  Taylor,  nor 
between  John  Owen  and  John  Tillotson  ;  it  is  what  Luther  and 
Calvin,  Baxter  and  Taylor,  Owen  and  Tillotson,  John  Robin- 
son the  pilgrim,  and  Joseph  Hall  the  prelate,  John  Cotton  the 
Congregationalist,  and  Roger  Williams  the  Baptist,  held  with 
one  accord  notwithstanding  their  differences,  and  which  the 
great  Apostle  defines  as  "Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory." 
The  author  of  these  volumes  makes  one  of  her  personages  say 
to  herself  in  exile  and  sorrow, 

"  My  beart  is  one  great  craving  unfathomable  void.  Bnt  Christianity  fills  it. 
^ri»l  fills  it.  He  Himself;  satisfying  every  aspiration,  meeting  every  want,  being 
ul  I  vftDt  Pitying,  forgiving,  loving,  emnmanding  me.  The  commanding  some- 
*«>»«  raoet  satisfy ing  of  all.  Always,  always ;  all  throni^h  my  heart  Redeemer, 
^«t  it  much;  Master,  that  (afterwards)  is  almost  more;  Father  I  that  is  alU' 
•^"  On  Both  Sides  of  the  Sea,"  p.  271. 
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Another  of  the  dramatis  pereonce  is  niiide  to  say, 

"  I  hare  seen  many  die,  men  of  all  stamps ;  CoTenanted,  Uneovenanted,  Re- 
•oluUoBers,  Protesters,  Presbyterians,  Sectaries ;  and  within  all  these  grades  of 
theological  men  (and  oatside  them  all)  I  have  seen  not  a  fev,  thank  God,  to  whom 
dying  was  not  death."  *  *  *  **  Resolutions,  Covenants,  and  Confessions  may 
like  other  perishable  clothes,  be  needful  on  earth.  But  they  have  to  be  left  en- 
tirely behind,  as  much  as  money,  or  titles,  or  any  other  corruptible  thing.  If 
they  have  been  garments  to  fit  us  for  earthly  work,  well ;  they  have  had  their 
use,  and  can  be  gently  laid  aside.  If  they  have  been  veils  to  hide  us  from  God 
and  ourselves,  how  terribly  bare  they  leave  us.  Alone,  unclothed,  helpless,  the 
only  question  then  is,  can  we  trust  ourselves  to  the  Father  as  a  babe  to  the 
bosom  of  its  mother?  Does  the  Christ,  the  Son,  who  has  died  for  us,  offering  Him- 
self up,  without  spot  to  God,  and  lives  for  ever ;  does  He  who,  dying,  oommitti^ 
His  spirit  to  the  Father's  hands,  enable  us  to  offer  ourselves  up  in  Him — commit 
our  spirits,  helpless,  but  redeemed,  into  the  Father's  hands  ?  Then  the  stinf^  is 
plucked  out."  *  *  *  **  If  there  is  ever  to  be  a  confession  of  Faith  which  Is 
to  unite  Christendom,  I  think  it  should  be  drawn  from  dying  lips.  For  these  'will 
never  freeze  the  confession  into  a  profession.  On  dying  lips,  the  Creed  and  the 
Hymn  are  one ;  for  they  are  uttered  not  to  man  but  to  God.'* — "  On  Both  Sid<»  of 
the  Sea,**  pp.  219,  220. 

The  two  volumes  now  before  us  are  evidently  the  result  of 
mucli  and  careful  study.  In  this  respect,  certainly,  they  are 
among  the  best  of  the  author's  works.  Belated  as  they  are  to 
parties  which  in  one  sense  have  not  yet  ceased  to  exist,  they 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  satisfy  all  readers.  The  questions 
over  which  the  Cavalier  and  the  Roundhead  fought  on  bloody 
fields  are  questions  with  some  heat  left  in  them  after  two 
hundred  years.  Even  at  this  day,  there  are  some  readers  to 
whom  King  Charles  is  a  blessed  martyr,  and  Laud  a  canonized 
saint.  Even  in  this  country  there  are  some  whose  ecclesiastical 
antipathy  to  the  party  of  Hampden  and  Pym  hardens  them 
into  political  sympathy  with  the  party  of  Strafford  and  his 
faithless  king.  Such  readers,  instead  of  being  convinced  or 
enlightened,  will  rather  be  offended,  by  the  representation 
which  these  volumes  give  of  persons  and  parties,  in  the  age 
which  saw  the  transitory  commonwealth  of  England,  and  the 
disastrous  restoration  of  royalty.  But  readers  who  are  not 
incurably  and  too  passionately  prejudiced,  and  wha  are  willing 
to  compare  the  author's  portr^ture  of  that  age  with  authentic 
sources  of  information,  will  acknowledge,  we  think,  that  she 
has  at  least  attempted  to  be  impartial.  Her  sympathy  with 
one  party  is  not  inconsistent  with  a  hearty  recognition   of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


The  Schanberg-CoUa  Series  169 

whatever  in  the  opposite  party  was  generous,  or  brave,  or 
Cihristian. 

A  very  simple  fiction,  carried  through  these  two  vohimes, 
answers  the  purpose  of  giving  distinctness  and  life-like  reality 
to  historical  events  and  persons.  Two  neighboring  families, 
one  a  little  more  Saxon  than  Norman,  the  other  a  little  more 
Norman  than  Saxon,  but  both  of  the  old  English  gentry,  take 
opposite  sides  in  the  conflict  between  royal  prerogative  and 
traditional  liberty,  and  at  last  in  the  war  between  King  and 
Parliament.  Connected  by  habits  of  intercourse  and  ties  of 
friendship,  they  are  nevertheless  attracted  in  opposite  directions 
by  differing  tastes  and  sympathies.  The  Draytons  are  Puri- 
tans, the  Davenants  are  of  the  0<>urt  party ;  and  the  fortunes 
of  these  families,  beginning  with  the  year  1637  (and  a  reminia- 
eence  then  recorded  from  one  who  was  present  when  King 
Charles  I.  was  proclaimed  at  Whitehall  twelve  years  before), 
and  continued  till  the  revolution  which  ended  the  dynasty  of 
the  Stnarts,  are  the  thread  of  fictionrunning  through  those  long 
and  terrible  years  of  history.  The  only  son  of  the  Drayton 
family  and  the  only  daughter  of  the  Davenants  are  the  Romeo 
and  Juliet  of  the  fiction.  He  finds  his  place  among  Orom  well's 
Ironsides,  and  remains  in  that  famous  army  till  it  is  disbanded 
after  the  Restoration.  She  goes  with  her  father  over  the  sea, 
and  lives  among  the  exiled  Cavaliers  in  France,  returning  to 
England  in  the  train  of  Charles  11.  At  last  the  pride  of  the 
Cavalier  father  breaks  down  in  the  extreme  humiliation  of 
England  under  her  dissolute  and  shameless  King ;  the  Romeo 
and  Juliet  of  the  two  families,  after  so  many  years  of  separa- 
tion and  sorrow,  are  united ;  and  the  story  ends  in  New  Eng- 
land,  where  the  survivors  have  found  refuge. 

Thia  inartificial  plot  is  so  managed  that  the  reader  finds 
himself  growing  familiar  with  the  successive  events  in  that 
changeful  and  turbulent  age,  and  seems  almost  to  have  had  a 
personal  introduction  to  many  of  the  men  whose  names  are  in- 
separable from  the  history,  civil  and  religious,  of  the  period. 
Hampden,  Cromwell,  Milton,  Jeremy  Taylor,  Owen,  Bunyan, 
John  Howe,  Baxter,  the  Port- Royalists  in  France,  the  Apostle 
Eliot  in  New  England,  pass  before  us  while  we  read,  not  aa 
OQere  names,  but  as  living  men — not  in  fictitious  circumstances 
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and  with  words  imputed  to  them  which  they  never  uttered, 
but  in  the  light  of  honest  history,  and  speaking  for  themselves 
in  language  of  their  own.    To  Mrs.  Charles,  one  mau  above  all 
others  is  the  hero  of  that  age.     Oliver  Cromwell  holds  in  these 
volumes  the  place  which  Luther  holds  in  the  Chronicles  of  the  . 
Schonberg-Cotta  Family.    Of  course  those  who  accept  as  un- 
questionable that  representation  of  Puritanism  which  is  fonnd 
in  Hudibras,  and  in  the  ribald  literature  of  the  restoration,  and 
that  representation  of  Cromwell,  which  no  Englishman,  till 
within  the  last  few  years,  coald  call  in  question  without  hazard* 
ing  his  reputation  as  a  loyal  subject,  will  have  no  better  opin- 
ion of  these  volumes  than  a  Roman  Catholic,  devoutly  believ- 
ing all  that  Papal  writers  have  told  about  Luther  and  Protes- 
tantism, might  have  of  the  Schonberg-Cotta  Chronicles.    With 
what  feelings  would  a  malignant  secessionist — for  example,  a 
Southern  clergyman  whose  Christianity  never  had  any  relation 
to  politics,  or  a  Southern  lady — regard  Dr.  Holland's  "  Life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  ? "    With  just  such  feelings  would  an  "  An- 
glican priest,"  who  scorns  the  thought  of  being  simply  a  Pro- 
testant minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  whom  abhorrence   of 
Puritans,  and  above  all  of  Cromwell,  is  a  veritable  fortieth 
article  more  sacred  than  all  the  thirty-nine— or  one  of  those 
Episcopalian  young  ladies  who  figure  in  "  Bryan  Maurice  " — 
regard  the  representation  of  Cromwell  by  Mrs.  Charles. 

Slowly,  but  sureiyi  the  great  Protector  is  gaining  his  proper 
place  in  history.  Even  the  English  people — and  what  is  more 
significant,  the  Scotch,  with  their  Presbyterian  animosity 
against  liberty  for  schisms  and  heresies — are  beginning  to  re- 
vise the  traditions  which  have  come  down  to  them  from  the  age 
of  the  restoration.  The  comparison  just  hinted  at  may  help  us 
to  an  illustration  of  why  it  is  that  those  traditions  need  to  be 
revised  and  must  vanish  away.  We  in  this  country  have  been 
passing  through  another  chapter  of  the  long  war  between  ihe 
Divine  Right  of  liberty  and  the  pretended  Divine  Right  of 
oppression.  The  "good  old  cause"  which  was  victoriouB  at 
Naseby,  at  Dunbar,  and  at  Worcester  has  been  victoriona  at 
Fort  Ilenry,  at  Vicksburg,  at  Gettysburg,  at  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, and  before  Richmond.  Suppose  now — for  sometimes  we 
may  suppose  even  that  which  we  know  to  be  impossible — a 
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i^estoration  as  of  the  Bourbons  in  France,  or  the  Stuarts  in 
England,  with  nothing  learned  by  the  experience  of  defeat, 
and  nothing  forgotten.    Cotton  is  king  again.    Negro  slavery 
lite  become  again  an  established  religion,  and  abolitionists  re- 
*  fnging  to  worship  at  its  altars,  or  to  acknowledge  its  divine 
antbority,  are  liable  to  disabiRties  and  outrages  not  less  numer- 
on8  and  more  arbitrary  than  those  to  which  dissenters  from 
Episcopacy  and  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  were  subjected 
after  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts.     The  good  old  days  of 
Bnchanan  and  Pierce  have  returned ;  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
and  the  Dred  Scott  decision  are  rehabilitated ;  the  high-toned 
aristocracy  of  a  chivalry  that  breeds  negroes  for  market  reigns 
in  "sodety"  at  Washington  ;  the  crack  of  the  plantation  whip 
resounds  in  the  capitol ;  Preston  Brookses  are  allowed  to  cud- 
gel disrespectful  senators  at  the  cost  of  only  a  nominal  penalty ; 
the  bay  of  the  bloodhound  follows  the  negro  who  attempts  an 
acape  from  his  normal  condition ;  and  woe  to  the  man  who  will 
^ot  glorify  the  blessed  compromise  1     Conceive  of  all  this — 
conceive  of  literature  chained  to  the  triumphal  chariot  of  op- 
pression— editions  of  Longfellow  expurgated  as  of  old    for 
Sonthem  purchasers — the  New  York  Tract  Society  carried 
back  to  its  "  catholic  basis " — the  general  mind  besotted  by 
the  spirit  of  subserviency — the  higher  law  hooted  at,  and  the 
doctrine  of  liberty  driven  into  holes  and  comers — and  tell  us, 
gentle  reader,  where,  and  what,  in  such  a  restoration,  would 
be  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    Eestore  to  more  than 
its  former  ascendency  in  politics,  in  commerce,  in  literature, 
and  in  religion,  the  power  that  fought  against  him,  and,  so  long 
as  that  ascendency  fehall  remain,  the  prevalent  opinion  con- 
cerning Lincoln  will  be  just  that  which  his  enemies,  in  affecta- 
tion of  contempt,  and  in  unaffected  malice,  professed  to  hold 
^ben  they  called  him  "  buffoon,"  "  ape,"  ''  gorilla,"  **  drunk- 
ard."   Such  injustice  as  the  memory  of  Lincoln  would  suffer 
m  the  restoration  we  have  been  trying  to  imagine,  is  the  injus- 
tice which  the  memory  of  Cromwell  has  suffered,  till  lately, 
among  his  countrymen.    But  in  proportion  to  the  progress  of 
political  reformation  in  Qreat  Britain,  and  of  ideas  and  prin- 
ciples tending  to  a  reformation  of  the  ecclesiastical  establish- 
naent,  traditionary  prejudices  against  that  great  name  are 
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weakened,  and  history  brings  ont  the  truth.  We  do  not  pro- 
pose to  maintain  that  Cromwell  was  the  greatest  of  English 
rulers  and  statesmen — much  less  that  he  was  faultless;  but  it 
may  be  said  with  truth  that  the  estimate  of  his  character  and 
work,  which  was  commonly  received  in  England  without  be- 
ing questioned  for  a  century  aoQ  a  half,  is  the  opprobrium  of 
English  history. 

An  American  reader  of  these  volumes  can  hardly  fail  to  ob- 
serve the  parallel  (perhaps  not  intended  by  the  author)  be- 
tween the  conflict  in  England  two  centuries  ago  and   that 
which  has  been  called  "  the  great  American  conflict."  To  such  a 
reader  the  remembrance  of  how  the  great  English  conflict  ter- 
minated in  the  horrible  profligacy  and  the  national  debasement 
introduced  by  the  restoration,  cannot  but  be  painfully  suggesr- 
tive  of  what  may  l>efall  our  country  in  the  termination  of  oar 
conflict.     The  completeness  of  the  victory  gained  in  war  was 
not  the  end  two  centuries  ago ;  nor  did  our  conflict  end  in  the 
surrender  of  Lee's  army,  and  the  capture  of  the  fugitive  Davis. 
In  England,  the  fatal  di&iculty  was  found,  not  in  the  over- 
tlirow  of  the  despotic  institutions  which  had  caused  the  civil 
war,  but  in  the  task  of  reconstruction.    The  monarchy,  the 
aristocracy,  and  the  prelacy  and  priesthood,  as  represented  by 
armies,  had  been  overthrown ;  but  how  to  organize  the  free- 
dom which  had  been  gained  for  the  people— how  to  establish 
a  government  which  should  give  security  and  permanence 
to  liberty — was  the  great  problem ;  and  because  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  England  were  not  competent  to  work  out  so 
great  a  problem,  all  that  had  been  gained  was  lost — at  least  for 
a  time.     So  the  question  of  to-day  is  whether  the  wisdom  and 
the  patriotism  of  the  American  people  are  competent  to  solve 
the  problem  that  is  waiting  for  solution.     Oan  we  orgaiiize  in 
the  States  that  have  lost  their  governments  a  new  and  better 
civil  order?    Can  we  institute  in  each  of  those  States,  or  in 
any  of  them,  a  government  by  the  people  for  the  whole  people 
without  distinction  of  class  or  caste?    Or  are  we  to  have  in 
those  States — what  a  powerful  faction  under  moEt  unscrupu- 
lous leaders  is  striving  for — a  restoration  of  the  sort  of  govern- 
ment which  in  former  years  has  brought  upon  the  nation  so 
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mocb  of  Bhame,  and,  in  these  recent  yean,  has  coet  ns  so  much 
of  trea&nre  and  of  priceless  blood ! 

In  England,  the  men  who,  as  statesmen  and  warriors,  had 
conquered  liberty  for  their  country,  could  not  work  together 
in  any  practicable  plan  of  reconstruction.     Had  there  been 
any  gnfficient  unity  of  thought  among  them — had  men  of  ex- 
treme opinions  been  able  to  see  the  impossibility  of  realizing 
their  favorite  schemes,  and  willing  to  accept  the  best  attaina- 
ble result — ^had  the  Presbyterians,  the  Independents,  and  the 
idealizing  Bepublicans,  been  able  to  see  that  the  common  in- 
terest of  them  all  was  far  greater  than  their  several  interests 
as  parties  distinguished  from  each  other,  their  united  force 
would  have  overcome  the  tendency  to  reaction  always  conse- 
quent on  such  a  struggle  as  that  from  which  their  country  was 
emerging.    But  they  were  mutually  distrustful,  and  therefore 
incapable  of  acting  together.    Every  fragment  of  the  great 
party  would  have  its  own  scheme  or  nothing.     While  Crom- 
well lived,  his  strong  hand  kept  all  parties  in  check.    The 
Presbyterians  might  complain  of  the  liberty  which  Indepen- 
dents and  other  '^sectaries"  had  to  preach,  and  to  set  up 
^* gathered  churches;"  and  the  Bepublicans  might  complain 
that  their  ideal  commonwealth  was  postponed  for  what  seemed 
to  the  Protector  more  practicable  in  the  existing  condition  of 
affairs;   and  the  Fifth-monarchy  men  might  complain  that 
their  ideas  were  not  accepted  at  Whitehall;  but  there  was 
a  power  which  maintained  peace  in  England,  and  kept  out  the 
Malignants.      As   soon    as    that    power    was    taken    away, 
the  reaction  came.    The  Presbyterians,  in  their  horror  of  the 
Badicalism  which  seemed  to  threaten  a  full  toleration  for  all 
sects  and  heresies,  brought  back  the  worthless  king,  rein- 
vested him  with  all  the  power  of  mischief  which  his  father  had 
hist,  and  then  found  no  toleration  for  themselves.    The  restor- 
ation in  1660  brought  with  it  twenty  years  of  unparalleled 
baseness  in  the  government,  of  the  most  demoralizing  and  cor- 
mpting  influences  let  loose  upon  the  people,  and  of  national 
dishonor.     Then    another  revolution   was  found  inevitable. 
Even  to  this  day  the  British  nation,  with  all  its  progress  in 
liberty  and  in  Christian  civilization,  has  hardly  outgrown  the 

disastrous  efforts  of  the  madness  tliat  brought  back  the  Stuarts. 
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Must  our  country  pass  through  a  similar  experience  ?  It 
may,  if  on  the  one  hand  men  of  extreme  opinions — ^idealists 
and  political  pedants,  as  some  would  call  them— men  in  ad- 
vance of  the  age,  as  they  would  call  themselves — insist  on 
some  impracticable  scheme  of  reconstruction,  and  will  have 
that  or  nothing ;  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  self-styled  con- 
servatives are  willing  to  surrender  all  that  the  nation  has 
fought  for  in  the  fear  that  something  may  come  which  was  not 
in  their  programme.  Our  hope  is  that  under  the  Divine  guid- 
ance, which  has  brought  us  through  so  many  perils,  the  Psoplb 
will  find  the  way  of  safety.  The  instinctive  sagacity  of  the 
people  is  ordinarily  wiser  than  the  schemes  of  party  leaders, — 
often  wiser  than  the  foresight  of  statesmen. 
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AmcLB  X.— THE  JARVES  COLLECTION  IN  THE  YALE 
SCHOOL  OF  THE  FINE  ARTS. 

Deseriptiw  Catalogue  of  "  Old  MastenJ^  collected  hy  Jamee 
J.  Jarves^  to  Hlvstrate  the  History  of  Painting  from 
A.  D.  1200,  to  the  beet  Periods  of  Italian  Art;  now  on 
exhibition  in  the  Yale  School  of  the  Fine  Arts.  New 
Haven;  1868.     8vo. 

In  the  year  1868,  Mr.  Angnstnfi  Rnseell  Street,  of  New 
Hayen,  signified  to  the  anthorities  of  Yale  College  hia  willing^ 
neae  to  erect  npon  the  Collie  gronnda  a  large  and  enduring 
edifice  adapted  to  the  wants  of  a  School  of  the  Fine  Arts. 
Three  objects  seemed  to  be  prominent  in  the  plans  of  this 
liberal  benefactor, — ^the  professional  or  technical  training  of 
indindaals  in  any  department  of  Art  which  they  propose  to 
take  ap  as  a  permanent  occupation  or  calling  in  life ;  second, 
the  coltare  of  the  students  assembled  in  all  departments  of 
the  University,  in  a  knowledge  of  the  history,  principles,  and 
methods  of  the  Fine  Arts,  and  in  an  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful ;  thirdly,  the  education  of  the  public  by  making 
them  familiar  witli  the  works  of  gifted  painters,  sculptors,  and 
designers,  and  by  bringing  before  them  lectures  and  instruc- 
tions of  a  theoretical  and  practical  character. 

The  large  and  ^costly  edifice,  erected  in  accordance  with 
these  purposes,  itself  a  work  of  art,  was  provided  with  lecture- 
rooms,  studios,  and.  exhibition-rooms  adapted  to  the  various 
classes  of  students  and  visitors  who  may  here  resort  for  in- 
Btmction.  The  gallery  of  Colonel  Trumbull,  unique  in  its 
historical  associations,  was  transferred  to  the  new  building  as 
BOOD  as  it  was  completed.  Besides  this,  the  College  was  the 
poBsesBor  of  the  celebrated  Berkeley  group  by  Smybert,  and 
of  good  examples  of  the  work  of  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  Oilbert 
Stuart,  and  a  few  other  early  portrait  painters.  Professor  8. 
F.  B.  Morse  made  the  first  donation  to  the  new  institution,  by 
purchasmg  for  it  Washington  Allston's  "Jeremiah," — and 
other  liberal  gifts  were  quickly  added  to  the  collections.    In 
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the  summer  of  1867,  a  large  number  of  modern  pictures, 
loaned  for  the  purpose  by  gentlemen  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  were  placed  in  the  galleries;  and  a  sum  of  several 
hundred  dollars  resulting  from  this  exhibition  has  been  appro- 
priated by  the  Council  of  the  School  to  the  purchase  of  casta 
selected  from  the  best  European  collections.  All  this  looked 
▼ery  promising  for  the  early  accomplishment  of  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  founder. 

A  much  more  hopeful  step  has  now  been  taken.  The  Cata- 
logue, of  which  we  give  the  ti4;Ie,  is  a  public  announcement 
that  the  well  known  collection  of  paintings  by  the  old  masters, 
brought  together  by  Mr.  James  J.  Jarves,  has  been  secured 
for  two  or  three  years,  at  least,  as  a  part  of  the  educational 
apparatus  of  the  Yale  School  of  the  Fine  Arts.  By  an  arrange- 
ment in  which  the  Collie,  Mr.  Jarves,  and  some  lovers  of 
early  Italian  painting  are  participants,  this  collection  has  been 
brought  to  New  Haven,  and  now  covers  the  walls  of  the  North 
Gallery  in  the  building  just  referred  to.  Those  who  have 
seen  the  Jarves  pictures  in  rooms  which  were  poorly  lighted, 
or  which  were  too  small  to  receive  the  entire  number,  express 
themselves  delighted  that  these  choice  works  of  art  have  at  last 
found  a  home  where  they  can  all  be  seen  and  satisfactorily  ex- 
amined ;  and  they  tell  us  that  the  collection  has  never  appeared 
so  well  as  in  its  new  abode. 

Those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  acquisitions  of  Mr. 
Jarves  may  be  interested  in  the  following  paragraph,  which 
appeared  in  The  Nation  (N.  T.  December  26th,  1867),  from 
the  pen  of  its  accomplished  critic  in  art. 

"  The  collection  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pictures. 
They  are  hung  and  will  be  catalogued  nearly  in  chronological 
order,  and,  taking  them  in  that  order,  there  are  first  perhaps  a 
dozen  pictures  by  unknown  artists,  by  monks  or  traveling  lay 
painters,  of  the  time  of  the  Neo-Greek  influence  over  Italian 
art,  and  of  what  is  called  ^  Byzantine '  in  Italian  painting. 
These,  painted  on  wood  and  with  gold  backgrounds,  mark  the 
first  rise  into  beauty  and  expression,  out  of  dead  formalism,  of 
the  Christian  art  of  Western  Europe.  Archaic  still,  at  once 
rude  and  conventional,  these  pictures  before  Cimabne  par- 
take at  once  of  the  old  mannerism  and  of  the  new  lite.    A 
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large  picture  by  Margaritone  of  Arezzo  marks  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  formality.  Cimaboe  was  Margaritone's  contem- 
porary, and  his  work  begins  the  new  day,  of  which  the 
light  shines  pnre  and  bright  in  the  work  of  Cimabne's  piipil^ 
Giotto.  A  picture  ascribed  to  Ciraabue  is  in  the  collection, 
and  five  pictures  by  Giotto  and  by  his  immediate  followers. 
From  this  time  the  stately  march  of  Italian  painting  is  well 
and  closely  followed  by  the  Jarves  pictures,  where  Simone 
Hemmi  suceeds  to  Duccio;  Orgagna  to  Memmi;  then,  after  a 
wider  gap  than  we  find  elsewhere,  pictures  by  Fra  Angelico, 
Gentile  da  Fabriano,  the  great  Masaceio,  who  exercised  an  in- 
flnence  over  his  followers  only  second  to  that  of  Giotto  him- 
self, and  Benozzo  Gozzoli,  who  adorns  the  solemn  cloisters  of 
the  Pisan  Campo  Santo.  With  these  are  five  of  those  most 
interesting  pictures,  painted  upon  the^cassoni'  or  chests  for 
bridal  wardrobes.  The  best  painters  of  the  time  worked  at 
these.  Many  of  them  are,  as  these  in  the  Jarves  collection 
notably  are,  of  great  artistic  merit,  and  some  of  them  are  in- 
teresting because  of  secular  subjects,  in  an  age  when  art 
represented  few  but  sacred  scenes  and  characters.  Of  later 
works,  there  is  a  small  picture  attributed,  and  probably  with 
justice,  to  the  early  style  of  Etaphael,  a  fine  Sodoma,  a  large 
picture  by  the  younger  Ghirlandajo,  a  canvas  which  shows  the 
hand  of  no  less  a  painter  than  Veronese,  and  two  small  pic- 
tures by  Giorgione,  which  are,  perhaps,  the  gems  of  the 
collection.  There  are  several  portraits  of  extraordinary  his- 
torical interest,  especially  one  of  Amerigo  Vespucci ;  but  we 
speak  to  day  of  the  value  of  the  collection  in  the  history  of 
art  alone,  and  leave  unconsidered  the  subjects  of  pictures." 

The  same  authority,  one  of  the  most  competent  judges  in 
such  matters,  assures  us  not  only  that  this  is  the  finest  collec- 
tion of  early  pictures  in  America,  but  that  it  comes  nearer  in 
permanent  and  historic  value  to  a  great  European  gallery  than 
anything  outside  of  a  favored  region  of  Western  Europe.  It 
^  sore  to  draw  to  the  Tale  School  of  the  Fine  Arts  large 
nannbers  of  the  most  cultivated  and  studious  artists  and  lovers 
of  pictures,  from  different  parts  of  the  country ;  for  nowhere 
else,  without  Bn  ocean  voyage,  can  be  found  so  many  examples 
or  so  complete  a  aeries  of  the  early  masters,  beginning  with 

▼ou  xxvn.  12 
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Cimabne   and    Giotto,    and    continuing   to    Yeroneee,    and 
Giorgione, 

Such  pictures  must  not  be  looked  at  with  the  same  eye  for 
entertainment  and  amusement,  with  which  people  are  accus- 
tomed to  run  through  the  annual  exhibitions  of  modern  pic- 
tares.  There  is  need  of  the  same  appreciative  inquiry  and 
study  which  is  needed  for  the  works  of  Dante  or  of  Homer. 
The  aims  of  the  painters,  their  beliefs,  their  surroundings,  their 
aspirations,  must  be  borne  in  mind,  or  the  visitor  will  turn 
away  unrewarded  by  the  sight.  In  a  private  letter  which  we 
take  the  liberty  of  copying,  the  following  appreciative  com- 
ments are  given : — 

The  earlier  pictaree  are  of  the  time  whea  fiMsto  and  things  irere  not  repre- 
sented with  aoj  completeness,  but  a  certain  number  of  ideas  were  beaotifully 
symbolized.  Art»  at  that  time,  did  not  record  nor  relate;  its  business  was  to 
suggest  and  remind  of  well-known  truths  and  unqaesUooed  belie£a.  The  painters 
made  their  work  beautiful,  because  they  were  true  artists— because  they  couldn't 
help  it,  but  it  was,  as  it  were,  accidental. 

Then,  when  the  greater  time  came,  ushered  in  by  Giotto,  there  was  the  gain 
of  fact  and  life ;  with  it  was  the  necessary  loss  of  some  brilliancy  and  flushing  of 
eolor  (incompatible  with  elaborate  light  and  shade  and  shadow) ;  and  then  came 
also  the  ganger  that  artists  would  foiiget  their  subject  and  their  end,  in  their 
work  and  their  means.  This  danger  they  escaped  while  they  liad  the  pristine 
directness  and  singleness  of  purpose  of  Giotto,  Masaccio,  Perugino,  and  RaflaeUe 
in  his  youth.  They  fell  when  the  Renaissance  had  gone  on  to  its  results,  and 
painting  became  the  first  thing,  what  you  paint  the  second ;  as  Baffaelle  complete- 
ly exemplified  in  his  later  indififorence,  whether  he  painted  Christ  and  the  Apos* 
^es,  or  the  Amour  of  Cupid  and  Psyche.  This  latter  time  was  so  rich  in  the 
number  of  its  works  of  art,  that  the  few  pictures  here  exemplify  it  less  perfectly 
than  the  older  time  is  shown.  But  there  are  thirty  pictures  of  its  better  (earlier 
and  more  pronustaig  and  youthful)  hal(  all  of  great  importance  and  wholly 
vnique  in  this  country. 

We  congratulate  Kew  Haven,  we  congratulate  Yale  Coll^;e, 
we  congratulate  the  country,  that  so  choice  a  gallery  of  paint- 
ings, illustrative  of  the  most  interesting  period  of  modem  art, 
has  been  secured  as  a  part  of  the  university  collections.  To 
Mr.  Jarves,  the  learned  and  enthusiastic  originator  of  the 
gallery,  to  Mr.  B.  Sturgis,  Jun.,  who  prepared  the  catalogue, 
and  to  Mr.  Luther  M.  Jones,  by  whose  agency  the  pictures 
were  brought  to  New  Haven,  and  to  the  college  authorities, 
who  were  so  quick  to  recognize  and  so  ready  to  secure  the 
great  attractions  of  this  collection,  especial  thanks  are  due. 
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We  can  think  of  no  one  thing  which  would  contribute  bo  much 
88  will  this  gallerj  to  the  accompliBhment  of  the  three  designs 
which  were  in  the  view  of  Mr.  Street. 

The  pecuniary  value  of  these  pictures  is  very  great,  estima- 
ted, by  one  competent  to  judge,  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. If  other  endorsements  are  needed,  they  can  be  found 
in  the  printed  letters  of  Mr.  T.  A.  TroUope  in  the  London 
AthencBv/m^  Big.  Bucci,  Inspector  of  the  CTffizi  gallery  at  Flor- 
ence, Sir  Charles  L.  Eastlake,  Miss  Hosmer,  Mrs.  Stowe,  Mr. 
Saniner,  and  others,  who  have  expressed  themselves  in  the 
strongest  terms  of  appreciation  of  the  success  of  Mr.  Jarves. 
Many  of  these  letters  were  addressed  to  Mr.  Charles  £.  Norton, 
of  Cambridge,  who  was  making  an  effort  to  secure  the 
collection  for  Boston,  and  whose  own  judgment  of  their  value 
is  given  in  these  words : — 

It  is  seyera]  yean  since  I  aair  the  collection,  and  I  hare  no  donbt  that  its  valne 
and  importance  have  been  mnch  inoreaaed  by  the  additions  which  Mr.  Jairea 
has  made  to  it;  bat  CTen  as  I  knew  it,  it  was  a  collection  of  the  highest  valae  in 
^lis  eonntry,  as  Ulnstrating  by  well  chosen  examples  the  historic  deTclopment 
and  progress  of  Italian  art.  There  are  few  collections  in  Europe,  if  we  exclude 
the  galleriea  in  the  great  eapitals,  which  surpass  it  in  this  important  respect,  and 
Twy  few  in  which  'the  proportion  of  yaluable  and  interestiog  pictures  is  so  great 
as  cmnpared  with  the  whole  number.  Such  a  collection  would  make  a  truly 
aagnificent  foundation  for  a  gallery,  and  the  institution  which  should  acquire  it, 
voold  hare  ao  aaay  preeminence  oyer  all  other  schools  of  art  in  America. 
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Abticlb  XL— notices  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THEOLOaiCAL  AND  BBUQIOITS. 

Murphy's  Commkntary  on  thb  Book  op  Exodus.* — ^This  vol- 
ume, as  was  to  be  expected,  is  very  similar  in  character  to  the 
Commentary  on  Genesis  by  the  same  author,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  followed  by  others  like  itself.  It  ia  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  he 
will  stop  before  he  has  gone  through  the  Pentateuch  at  least. 
The  exegetical  rules  contained  in  the  Introduction  to  the  former 
volume  have  been,  Dr.  Murphy  claims,  admitted  by  reviewers  to 
be  just,  and  in  one  instance  pronounced  a  series  of  truisms.  An 
extract  will  serve  the  double  purpose  of  giving  us  the  key  to  his 
method  of  interpretation,  and  a  specimen  of  his  logic. 

"  The  Bible  is  the  irord  of  Ood.  All  the  other  elements  of  oar  fundamental 
poetalate  are  plain  on  the  anrface  of  things,  and  therefore  nnanimonsly  admitted. 
This,  however,  some  interpreters  of  the  Bible  do  not  aeoept,  at  least  without  re- 
•erre.  Bnt  notwithstanding  their  rejection  of  this  dogma,  such  interpreters  are 
bound  to  respect  the  claims  of  this  book  to  be  the  Word  of  God.  This  they  can 
do  only  by  applying  to  its  interpretation  such  rules  as  are  fairly  dedudble  from 
such  a  characteristic.  In  so  doing  they  put  themselres  to  no  disadvantage,  they 
only  give  the  claimant  a  fair  stage,  and  put  its  high  claims  to  a  reasonable  test. 
Now  Gk>d  is  a  God  of  Truth,  His  word  is  truth.  Hence  all  Scripture  must  be 
consistent  with  truth  and  with  itself.  It  contains  no  real  contradiction.  This 
gives  rise  to  the  following  rules : 

All  Scripture  is  true  historically  and  metaphysically,  not  mythical  or  &Ui- 
ble,"  (fee.  Ae. 

It  is  not  often  that  one  meets  in  the  field  of  sober  reasoning  so 
perfect  a  circle  described  in  so  small  a  space.  If  a  believer  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  were  to  take  his  stand  on  the  same  ground,  how 
would  Dr.  Murphy  dislodge  him  ?  Perhaps  he  would  go  back  to 
the  very  reasonable  but  very  inconsistent  statement  which  we 
find  two  pages  earlier, — "The  Bible  is  written  by  men.  This  is 
admitted  on  all  hands.  Hence  it  is  subject  to  the  ordinary  rules 
of  interpretation  which  apply  to  all  human  writings ;  not  to  rules 

*  A  Oritical  and  JSxegeHcal  Ccmmtntary  <m.  the  Book  of  £xodu$,  mtk  a  had 
Tranilation,  By  Jaicss  G.  Mubpht,  D.  D.,  T.  0.  D.,  Profeesor  of  Hebrew,  Belfast 
Andover:  Warren  F.  Draper.     186S. 
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arbitrary  in  their  nature,  modem  in  their  inyention,  or  unexampled 
in  the  day  of  the  writer.'*  Unfortunately  we  have  not  been  able 
to  discover  any  trace  of  these  rules  from  the  be^ning  to  the  end 
of  his  commentary. 

In  the  history  .of  biblical  interpretation  there  are  three  clearly 
marked  stages,  which  we  can  best  observe  in  the  attitude  it 
assumes  toward  the  truths  of  physical  science  so  far  as  these  have 
a  bearing  on  the  Bible.     In  the  first  period  the  statements  of 
Scripture  are  received  without  question,  and  in  their  natural 
sense.    Scientific  investigation  has  not  yet  come  in  to  put  the 
interpreter  out  of  sympathy  with  the  ideas  of  the  writer.    To  the 
apprehension  of  both,  the  sun  rises  and  sets,  and  neither  finds  any 
difficulty  in  believing  that  the  world  was  created  in  six  days. 
And  when  the  real  order  of  nature  is  first  announced,  interpreters 
of  the  Bible,  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  to  their  faith,  are 
very  slow  to  receive  it.    Witness  the  opposition  from  this  quarter 
to  the  discoveries  of  Astronomy  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
of  Geology  in  our  own  day.    One  might  have  predicted  the  issue 
of  the  latter  contest  from  the  results  of  the  former,  but  the  geolog- 
ical theories  of  the  Bible  were  too  closely  interwoven  with  the 
narrative  to  be  given  up  without  a  struggle.    But  in  the  end  the 
conclusions  of  Science  are  admitted  and  the  interpreter  takes  up 
a  new  ground.     Still  holding  fast  to  the  truth  of  the  Scripture 
statement,  he  is  bound  to  harmonize  it  with  the  newly  admitted 
truth,  and  with  greater  or  less  straining,  according  to  the  necessities 
of  the  case,  this  is  accomplished.  The  error  of  the  old  interpreters, 
it  is  assumed,  lay  in  understanding  the  Bible  to  speak  of  facts 
when  appearances  only  were  described,  or  in  taking  literally  what 
was  meant  figuratively.    This  is  the  position  which  Dr.  Murphy 
occupies.    The  opening  sentence  of  the  present  volume  contains 
his  whole  argument:   **If  the  one  Qod  make  a  world  and  a 
book,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  nature  and  Scripture  will  agreed* 
And  his  object  is  not  to  ascertain  what  the  Scriptures  teach  on 
these  subjects, — that  he  knows  already  from  the  teaching  of  science 
which  he  assumes  to  be  one  with  it, — but  simply  to  put  his  ideas 
into  the  language  of  Scripture* 

For  a  time  the  judgment  is  not  satisfied  indeed,  but  quieted  by 
these  expedients,  but  in  the  end,  just  as  certainly  as  the  truths  of 
physical  science,  though  more  slowly,  because  they  appeal  to  a 
finer  sense,  the  rights  of  interpretation  assert  themselves.  That 
the  interpreter  should  strive  at  least  to  enter  into  the  ideas  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


182  NoUce»  of  New  Books.  [Jan., 

the  writer  and  make  these  the  starting  point  and  the  gaide  of  his 
interpretation  is  so  obvious  a  requirement,  that  even  Dr.  Murphj 
would  admit  the  justice  of  it,  though  he  makes  not  the  faintest 
approach  to  it  in  practice.  And  experience  proves  that  this  rule, 
apparently  so  simple,  is  the  last  and  most  diflScult  to  the  learned. 
To  enter  fully  into  the  mind  of  another,  living  in  our  own  day 
and  educated  under  the  same  influences,  is  an  effort  of  which  not 
every  one  is  capable,  and^  at  a  distance  of  thousands  of  years  is 
well-nigh  impossible.  But  this  is  the  aim  which  the  historical 
school  proposes  to  itself.  The  smaller  the  amount  of  light  to  be 
gained  from  other  sources,  the  more  searching  the  criticism  that 
must  be  applied  to  the  Bible  itself.  The  utmost  fidmess  and  deli- 
cacy of  judgment  are  essential,  and  above  all  there  must  be  no 
fear  of  the  conclusions  that  may  be  reached.  The  practical  ten- 
dency of  Dr.  Murphy's  teaching  is  to  encourage  those  who  are 
unable  in  any  particular  to  reconcile  the  statement  of  Scripture 
with  the  facts  of  Science,  to  reject  the  Bible  altogether. 

Constructed  on  so  false  a  method  Dr.  Murphy's  Commentary 
would  be  of  little  importance,  even  though  it  contained  vastly 
more  learning  than  it  does.  The  execution,  however,  is  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  plan,  and  we  shall  dismiss  it  with  a  word  or  two. 
The  title  of  a  ^* critical"  commentary,  which  it  assumes,  is 
apparently  intended  to  cover  the  valuable  matter,  consisting 
chiefly  of  the  meanings  of  some  of  the  more  common  Hebrew 
roots  and  the  etymologies  of  the  proper  names,  which  he  prefixes 
to  each  section.  In  the  translation,  since  he  has  substituted 
Mvsraim  for  Egypt^  why  does  he  persist  in  retaining  Lord  for 
Jahveh  (or  Jehovah  if  he  prefers),  especially  in  Chap,  vi.,  2, 
where  it  renders  the  meaning  quite  unintelligible  ?  We  are  not 
sure  but  the  reprint  is  responsible  for  the  new  order  of  Egyptian 
priests  introduced  on  page  80.  "  We  have  no  doubt  the  Awro- 
glypha  of  Pharoh  had  wit  enough  to  make  the  experiment." 

The  Antb-Nicbns  Chbistian  Libbajit. — ^T.  is  T.  Clark  of 
Edinburgh  have  published,  and  Charles  Scribner  A  Co.  have  for 
sale,  the  first  four  volumes  of  the  series  of  translations  of  the 
Christian  Fathers  down  to  A.  D.  825.  The  volumes  thus  far  issued 
comprise  the  Apostolic  Fathers ;  Justin  Martyr  and  Athenagoras » 
Tatian,  Theophilus,  and  the  Clementine  Recognitions ;  and  a  por- 
tion of  Clement  of  Alexandria.  The  publishers  propose  to  issue 
n  this  form  all  the  ante-Nicene  ecclesiastical  writers,  with  the 
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posfflble  exception  of  the  less  important  works  of  Origen.  The 
volomes  are  accompanied  by  brief  introdnotions  ;  bat  the  annota- 
tions are  few,  and  relate  to  questionable  points  in  the  rendering  of 
the  text  We  should  have  preferred  the  Clementine  Homilies  to 
the  Recognitions ;  as  the  former  is,  without  doubt,  the  origina 
work,  and  the  latter  is  a  mutilated  and  amplified  copy.  The  trans- 
lations appear  to  be  fairiy  executed,  and  the  series  will  prove  of 
great  value  to  theological  scholars. 

Haobnbach^s  LscrnRBs  on  thk  Church  History  of  the  18th 
AHD  19th  Cknttries.* — The  lectures  which  bear  this  title,  and 
have  passed  throucch  several  editions  in  Germany,  form  a  semi- 
popular  exposition  of  the  history  of  theological  thought  in  Ger- 
many for  the  last  century  and  a  half  They  are  in  a  style  to  which 
Hagenbach  is  specially  adapted,  since  they  cannot  be  called  super- 
ficial, although  they  are  neither  profound  or  exhaustive.  The  bi- 
ographical matter  which  is  intermingled,  together  with  the  rather 
foil  notices  of  Oermaa  Literature  outside  of  theology,  are  very 
agreeable  features  of  the  work,  making  it  an  excellent  introduction 
to  the  study  of  German  authors,  even  for  non-theological  readers. 
At  the  same  time,  a  minister  or  theological  student  who  would 
Bieh  orientirenj  as  the  Germans  say,  in  the  progress  of  German 
speculation  and  the  achievements  of  German  scholarship,  may  pro- 
fitably begin  with  these  well  written,  entertaining,  easily  under- 
rtood  lectures.  We  could  wish  that  the  entire  work  were  trans- 
lated, ipvithout  abridgment,  and  just  as  the  author  wrote  it.  In 
the  absence  of  such  a  complete  version,  they  who  do  not  read  the 
original,  must  content  themselves  with  the  rendering  of  Messrs. 
Gage  and  Stuckenberg,  who  have  reduced  the  work  to  about  half 
its  primitive  size,  by  leaving  out  paragraphs,  chapters,  and  sen- 
tences, and  have  given  to  the  product  of  their  labors  a  new  name, 
much  longer  than  the  one  chosen  by  the  author,  yet  not  ill-fitted  to 
describe  his  book  in  its  dwarfed  dimensions.  The  translators,  it 
is  right  to  add,  claim  the  author's  permission  for  the  changes  they 
have  made  in  his  production.    Some  may  be  enticed  to  read  these 

*  Chnman  Ratumalism,  In  its  riM,  progreM,  And  dedline.  In  relation  to  theo- 
logians, ■cholare,  poets,  philoBophers,  and  the  people.  A  contrlbotion  to  the 
Chnreb  History  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  Gentnries.  By  E.  R  Haobh- 
BAQH,  ProfeMor  of  Theology  in  the  UniTersity  of  Basla  Edited  an«l  translated  by 
Rev.  WiLUAM  Lu  Oaos  and  Rev.  J.  N.  W.  SruauirBBSo.  Edinburgh:  T.  A  T. 
Chirk.    1865.    Kew  Haven :  Judd  A  White. 
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lectures  in  the  shorter  form,  who  would  be  repelled  by  their 
greater  bulk  as  they  appear  in  the  German. 

Dk.  Mahan's  Natural  Theology.* — ^This  volume  is  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  science  of  Natural  Theology  in  its  present 
aspects  and  necessities.  The  existence  of  a  Personal  God,  who  is 
the  intelligent  originator  and  moral  ruler  of  the  finite  universe, 
is  frequently  called  in  question  at  the  present  time  by  earnest 
minds,  far  more  frequently  perhaps  than  at  any  previous  period. 
Many,  also,  who  fully  believe  in  its  truth,  are  at  a  loss  how  to  re- 
concile their  faith  with  the  principles  of  their  own  metaphysical 
philosophy,  or  the  philosophy  which  they  suppose  is  most  worthy 
to  be  trusted.  Rational  theism  seems  to  be  equally  incompatible 
with  the  systems  of  Mill  and  Spencer  on  the  one  hand,  and  those 
of  Hamilton  and  Mansel  on  the  other;' 

The  writer  who  would  successfully  defend  Theism  against  the 
scepticism  and  questionings  of  modern  times  must  necessarily  dis- 
cuss the  philosophical  principles  which  lead  men  to  reject  or  doubt 
this  truth.  Of  this  Dr.  Mahan  is  fully  aware,  and  he  has  construct- 
ed his  treatise  accordingly — devoting  a  large  portion  of  it  to  the 
discussion  of  some  of  the  most  difficult  and  the  most  vexed  of  the 
problems  that  are  now  agitating  the  followers  of  the  different 
philosophical  schools.  Of  these,  he  attaches  chief  importance  to 
that  which  concerns  '*  the  validity  of  the  human  intelligence  as  a 
faculty  of  world  knowledge.*'  This  was  first  seriously  called  in 
question  by  Kant,  and  the  discussion  of  this  question  involves  the 
examination  of  some  of  the  fundamental  positions  of  his  philoso- 
phy, as  well  as  those  of  Hamilton  and  Mansel,  so  far  as  they  agree 
with  Kant.  This  discussion  is  able,  and  often  very  satisfactory. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  author  is  not  more  simple  in  his 
method,  clearer  in  his  style,  and  more  direct  in  hie  reasonings. 
Every  page  of  the  work  gives  evidence  of  these  defects.  The  sub- 
jects treated  are  of  themselves  so  difficult  and  remote  from  ready 
apprehension,  as  to  require  that  any  one  who  professes  to  instruct 
the  public  should  write  with  the  utmost  simplicity,  clearness,  and 
directness.    Dr.  Mahan  has  followed  the  bad  example  of  Hamil- 

*  The  Science  of  Natural  Theology  ;  or,  God  the  QnooDditiooed  cause,  and  God 
the  iDfinite  and  perfect  as  revealed  in  creation.  By  Rev.  Aba  Maham,  D.  D.,  au- 
thor of  the  Science  of  Log^c,**  dpo.,  Ac  •  Boeton :  Henry  Hoyt  1S67.  New 
Haven  :  Jndd  <&  White. 
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ton,  in  making  a  needless  |>arade  of  principles  and  scholastic  ter- 
minology, without  Hamilton's  nniformly  condensed  vigor  of  style 
and  kindling  energy  of  thought.  His  iterations  and  reiterations 
woald  be  suitable  enough  in  a  sermon,  but  are  out  of  place  in  a 
philosophical  treatise.  His  digressions  retard  the  progress  of  his 
argument  far  more  than  they  give  point  to  the  impression. 

We  notice  that  Dr.  Mahan  follows  what  we  consider  a  bad 
usage  in  the  frequent  employment  of  the  word  envisagey  not  in- 
frequently speUed  by  him  inoiaoffej  for  the  German  anschauen» 
The  word  is  of  recent  introduction.  Dr.  Hickok  in  this  country 
and  Dr.  McCosh  being  two  authors  of  authority  who  have  given 
it  their  sanction.  But  it  is  bad  wholly,  being  ignoble  in  its  origin 
and  barbarous  in  its  perpetuation.  It  was  fiist  introduced  into 
the  English  vocabulary  by  some  translator  of  Kant,  who,  to  say 
the  least,  was  more  &miliar  with  French  translations  than  with 
German  originals,  and  who  obviously  employed  envisagety  enms* 
agemerU  for  the  imperfectly  understoo<}  anschaueny  Arisehauung. 
These  words  as  used  by  Kant  have  a  precise  signification  which 
neither  the  French  equivalents  nor  their  barbarous  overseimenta 
into  English  by  any  means  suggest. 

Dr.  Mahan  very  justly  attaches  great  importance  to  the  problem 
which  we  have  referred  to,  but  he  is  not  right  in  our  view  in  say- 
bg  that  all  the  questions  at  issue  between  Theism  and  the  various 
forms  of  Antitheism  stand  in  visible  dependence  upon  the  single 
issue  of  the  validity  of  the  human  intelligence  as  a  faculty  of 
world-knowledge.  The  relation  of  purpose  or  final  cause,  in  our 
view,  is  an  issue  of  as  great  if  not  of  greater  importance.  This  is 
not  overlooked  entirely  by  Dr.  Mahan,  but  it  is  by  no  means  placed 
in  the  relief  which  it  deserves.  There  are  very  many  who  have 
no  sort  of  trouble  in  respect  to  the  validity  of  the  human  intelli- 
gence as  a  faculty  of  world-knowledge,  but  who  are  entirely  in- 
credulous as  to  the  existence  of  anything  besides  "hard  matter." 
The  number  of  devotees  of  the  positive  philosophy  is  as  great  as 
is  that  of  the  idealists.  There  is  many  a  man  who  is  quite  ready  to 
believe  that  his  own  faculties  are  valid  in  their  affirmation  of  the 
reality  of  the  world,  who  is  by  no  means  ready  to  assent  to  the  prop- 
osition that  the  world  is  designed  by  a  personal  spirit.  Dr.  Mahan 
thinks  that  there  can  be  no  difficulty  to  any  mind  in  respect  to  this 
point.  It  is  true  there  ought  not  to  be,  but  there  is.  Moreover, 
we  believe  that  so  far  as  any  previous  false  or  defective  philoso- 
phy is  responsible  for  Atheistic  tendencies,  it  is  the  philosophy 
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that  denies  the  relation  of  purpose,  and  limits  all  knowledge  to 
the  recognition  of  the  actual  and  positive.  Dr.  Mahan's  treatise 
would  have  been  more  complete  had  he  given  greater  attention  to 
the  untenableness  of  this  form  of  Atheistic  philosophy. 

Professor  Barrows  on  thb  Evidbncbs  of  Rkvrlation.*— 
The  American  Tract  Society  of  New  York  have  lately  issued 
several  books  of  unusual  value.  We  are  glad  to  notice,  among 
their  publications,  biographical  and  historical  works  of  a  popular 
cast — as  the  "Life  and  Times  of  Martin  Luther,"  the  "History  of 
the  Huguenots,"  the  "  Life  and  Times  of  John  Milton."  These 
last  we  have  not  particularly  examined,  but  from  a  short  inspec- 
tion of  them,  we  should  judge  them  to  be  well  prepared.  We 
have  especially  in  mind  the  brief  treatise  of  Tischendorf— "  When 
were  our  Gospels  written  ** — of  which  the  Tract  Society  has  pub- 
lished a  translation ;  and  the  first  part  of  Professor  Barrows's 
"  Companion  to  the  Bible,"  comprising  a  survey  of  the  historical 
evidences  of  Revelation.  This  little  treatise  of  ISO  pages  is  con- 
cisely yet  plainly  written,  is  marked  by  accuracy  of  statement,  and 
by  candor  and  cogency  in  reasoning ;  and  it  may  be  read  with 
profit  by  the  educated  preacher  as  well  as  by  any  layman  of  ordi- 
nary intelligence.  In  its  thirteen  chapters,  the  genuineness  of  the 
Gospel  narratives,  their  uncorrupt  preservation,  their  authenticity 
and  credibility,  the  origin  of  the  Acts  and  the  Epistles,  the  Canon  and 
Inspiration,  the  authorship  and  credibility  of  the  Pentateuch,  and  of 
the  remaining  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  together  with  the  in- 
ternal proof  of  the  supernatural  origin  of  the  Gospel,  are  dispas- 
sionately considered.  We  do  not  agree  on  all  points  with  the 
learned  author.  The  space  given  to  the  discussion  of  the  Old 
Testament  books  hardly  suffices  for  the  satisfactory  treatment  of  a 
theme  in  some  respects  so  difficult.  But,  as  a  whole,  we  know 
not  where  to  find,  in  so  short  a  compass,  so  valuable  a  presentation 
of  that  department  of  the  Evidences  which  the  author  more  particu- 
larly considers.  Professor  Barrows  is  both  a  clear  thinker  and  an 
erudite  scholar. 

The  two  American  Tract  Societis,  if  they  are  to  exist  in  separation, 
should  vie  with  one  another  in  the  effort  to  circulate  books  of 
sterling  merit.    The  tracts  of  l^schendorf  and  Barrows  are  of  this 

*  Oompanum  to  the  BibU,  Part  L  EvidenoM  of  Revealed  ReUgion.  By 
Rev.  E.  P.  Barrows,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Biblieal  Theology.  Published  by  the 
American  Tract  Society,  160  Nassaa  Street^  New  Tork. 
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character.  The  more  recent  publications  of  the  Boston  Society 
on  kindred  subjects— translations  of  foreign  works — are  decidedly 
inferior  to  them.  The  utterances  of  the  Geneva  School,  or  of  any 
other  extreme  school,  on  the  subject  of  the  Canon  and  Inspiration, 
are  quite  open  to  criticism,  and  hardly  deserve  to  be  sent  forth  un- 
der the  patronage  of  a  charitable  society. 

Kbason-  and  Rbvelation,  fbom  a  Roman  Catholic  point 
OF  Vlew.* — It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  the  appearance 
of  various  Roman  Catholic  publications  which  treat  of  Protestant- 
ism in  a  courteous  tone,  and  show  a  disposition  to  substitute  argu- 
ment for  invective.  The  Catholic  World,  a  monthly  journal,  has 
printed  several  essays  of  this  character.  We  have  to  complain,  to 
be  sure — as  in  the  case  of  an  article  on  "Justification,"  in  the  last 
number — that  essential  features  of  the  Roman  doctrine  are  passed 
over  in  silence,  and  justice  is  not  done  to  the  strength  of  the  Pro- 
testant positions.  But  the  tone  of  this  and  other  essays  is  to  be 
commended.  For  ourselves,  we  welcome  argument  and  investi- 
gation on  the  great  points  of  separation  between  the  two  theolo- 
gies. Let  them  be  canvassed  thoroughly  in  the  light  of  Scripture 
and  Ecclesiastical  History,  and  we  have  no  fear  for  the  result. 
The  autM>r  of  the  "  Lectures,"  the  title  of  which  is  given  below, 
makes  frequent  profession  of  fairness.  "  Here  we  shall  endeavor 
to  reason  with  the  utmost  candor,"  Ac,  Jso,  His  book,  indeed^ 
is  repetitious,  and  might  be  compressed  into  half  its  present  bulk 
without  any  loss.  He  means  to  write  in  a  popular  style,  but  the 
schoolman  betrays  himself,  not  unfrequently,  in  the  choice  of 
phrases  not  intelligible  to  general  readers.  "  The  order  of  fact," 
and  "the  order  of  being,"  (p.  Yl),  are  terms  not  familiar  to  the 
unlearned.  "The  will  \a prevented  and  assisted  by  Divine  grace;" 
"the  fomud  motive  of  faith," — are  theological  phrases  to  which 
most  readers  need  a  key.  Mr.  Preston  sincerely  thinks  that  he  is 
constructing  a  solid  argument  for  the  claims  of  his  Church.  He 
concedes  that  reason  has  its  rights ;  that  the  fiict  of  revelation 
must  be  established  on  grounds  satisfactory  to  reason.  He 
often  reiterates  these  statements,  although  to  all  Protestants  they 
are  common-places.     The  fact  of  revelation  once  made  out,  the 


*  LuelvBtu  <m  lUa$on  and  EtveUHan,  delivered  in  St  Ann's  Ohnreh,  New 
York,  daring  the  aeaeon  of  Advent,  1867.  By  the  Rev.  Tbomas  &  Pbutov. 
New  York :  The  Catholic  Pablication  House,  126  Nassau  Street.    1868.   12mo. 
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contents  of  it  must  be  received  with  onqaestioning  faith,  as  the 
testimony  of  God,  He  makes  miracles  and  prophecy — and  pro- 
phecy fulfilled  is  a  form  of  miracle — the  one  proof  of  Revelation, 
and  represents  the  truths  of  "  the  sapematural  order "  in  such  a 
light  as  to  leave  no  room  for  what  we  call  the  "  internal  argument** 
for  revelation.  This  we  deem  to  be  a  mistake ;  and  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  which  the  author  does  not  consistently  adhere,  for  ho 
speaks  of  the  intrinsic  adaptation  of  these  truths  to  the  necessities 
of  the  soul.  He  affirms  (p.  1 68)  that ''  when  the  first  teachers  of 
a  revelation  have  thus,  by  signs  and  wonders  which  Divine  power 
alone  can  work,  proved  the  supernatural  character  of  their  doo- 
trines,  there  is  evidence  to  convince  all  to  whom  their  words  may 
be  addressed."  But  how,  he  asks,  shall  the  revelation  be  pre- 
served and  handed  down  ?  "  We  can  conceive,"  he  replies,  "  of 
no  other  way  than  that  of  a  succession  of  teachers  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  sacred  trust  intact,  and  be  able  to  impart  it  to  others." 
He  supposes  the  revelation  made  and  set  down  in  the  Bible.  Well, 
why  shall  not  the  revelation  be  preserved  by  a  providential  pre- 
servation of  the  Bible?  But  how  shall  we  know,  he  inquires, 
what  belongs  to  the  Bible?  We  answer,  by  historical  evidence — 
the  same  sort  of  evidence  by  which  we  know  what  orations  are 
Cicero^s,  and  what  are  not.  What  better  evidence  do  we  seek  ? 
But,  adds  our  author,  how  shall  we  know  how  to  interpret  it  ? 
Why,  just  as  we  know  how  to  interpret  the  decrees  of  Popes  and 
Councils  ?  Is  not  the  Bible  as  easy  to  understand  as  these  decrees 
are  ?  Then  Mr.  Preston  gravely  proceeds  to  prove  that  the  Catho- 
lic Church  is  constituted  the  infallible  expounder  and  teacher  of 
of  Scripture.  How  does  he  try  to  prove  this  ?  Why,  by  an  ap- 
peal to  Scripture.  This  is  the  old  circle  which  Chillingworth 
and  a  thousand  others  have  exposed.  We  can't  interpret  Scrip- 
ture without  the  authority  of  the  Church ;  and  we  must  inter-* 
pret  Scripture  before  we  can  get  at  this  pretended  authority.  It 
is  a  bad  situation  to  be  in.  Mr.  Preston  assumes,  throughout  his 
discussion,  that  Christianity  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  are 
one  and  inseparable ;  that  the  promises  of  Christ  to  his  people  are 
made  to  that  visible  Corporation  of  which  the  Pope  is  the  head. 
It  is  astonishing  that  he  can  convince  his  own  mind  by  so  flimsy 
reasoning.  Yet  his  book  contains  some  good  thoughts,  and,  as 
we  have  said,  is  generally  civil  in  its  tone.  We  judge  that  he  is 
one  who  will  S3rmpathize  with  Dr.  Ddllinger  (^'Church  and 
Churches,"  p.  16),  in  the  hope  that  the  time  will  come  when  "the 
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personal  character  of  Lather  and  the  Reformers  will  be  no  more 
dragged  forward  in  the  pulpit,"  and  when  the  Catholic  clergy  will 
make  ''the  great  truths  of  salvation  the  centre  of  all  their 
teaching.'* 

Pbatsrs  fbom  Plymouth  Pulpit.* — Plymouth  Church  is  as 
remarkable,  to  the  minds  of  the  attendants,  for  the  prayers  as  for 
the  preaching  of  its  celebrated  pastor.     The  history  of  this  col- 
lection is  itself   interesting.      One  of  his  bearers  and  friends 
procured  the  reports,  at  his  own  expense  and  for  his  own  plea- 
sure,  without  the    pastor's    knowledge.      After  keeping  tbem 
awhile,  getting  Mr.   Beecher's    consent,  he   has  compiled  this 
Tolurae,  giving  the  principal  prayer,  with  a  designation  of  its 
leading  themes,  and  also  the  opening  invocation  and  brief  dosing 
prayer,  of  the  ordinary  Sunday  services,  and  adding  prayers  on 
special  public  occasions.    They  are  entirely  characteristic  of  the 
gifted  author.     His  tenderness  of  feeling,  rich  imaginativeness, 
and  simplicity  of  style  (this  last  quality  distinguishing  all  his  pro- 
dnctions.^more  than  is  generally  noted),  are  as  marked  in  these 
printed  prayers  as  in  his  printed  sermons,  while  (as  it  seems  to 
ns)  still  more  effect  is  added  by  his  manner,  or  more  particularly 
his  voice*    They  cannot  fail,  upon  acquaintance,  to  interest  devout 
readers  generally^  and  may  aid  private  devotions  and  family  wor- 
ship.   If  it  should  be  claimed  that  they  are  examples  or  models 
lor  ministers  generally  in  the  conduct  of  public  worship,  we  dis- 
sent.   Certainly  they  are  favorable  examples  of  one  kind  of  prayer, 
which  may  be  either  private  or  public,  which  strongly  expresses 
the  individuality  (it  may  be  the  idiosyncracy)  of  the  petitioner, 
and  for  its  effect  depends  largely  on  his  genius  as  well  as  his  piety. 
Mr.  Beecher  is  the  man  to  move  others,  as  well  as  to  be  moved 
himself,  no  less  in  this  exercise  than  in  popular  address.    But 
there  are  few  such  men,  and  his  imitators  are  not  such.    There  is 
another  kind  of  public  prayer,  which  is  described  in  the  phrase 
^  Common  Prayer,"  as  being  the  utterance  of  the  assembled  wor- 
shipers in  common,  the  voice  of  their  convictions,  wants,  and 
experience,  the  minister  not  so  much  speaking  for  himself  as  rep- 
resenting them  before  God.     We  hold  that  public  worship  ought 
to  be  chiefly  of  this  character — though  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other  kind, — and,  with  few  exceptions,  ministers  can  carry  out 

•  PrayerB  /ram  PlymmUh  PvlpU.    By  H.  W.  BBacHUt.    Phonographioally 
Reported.    New  York:  Soriboer  &  Co.    1867.    12mo.  pp.  888. 
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this  conception  more  profitably  than  the  other.  But  as  feu*  as  Mr. 
Beecher  is  concerned,  nooe  who  have  heard  him  will  qnestion  the 
interest  and  effectiveness  of  his  public  devotional  services.  This 
book,  moreover,  is  handsomely  brought  oat. 

Along  with  what  are  lamented  as  the  "  bad  signs  "  in  oar  times, 
even  croakers  mast  acknowledge  something  like  an  indication  of 
good,  that  within  a  few  years  past  not  only  the  printing  of  ser- 
mons, volume  after  volume,  has  greatly  increased,  showing  that 
they  are  more  ^^ popular,  reading''  than  used  to  be  supposed,  but 
collections  of  hymns  and  other  sacred  poems  have  been  multiplied, 
and  now  also  collections  of  prayers  are  published,  as  likely  to  in- 
terest a  sufficient  number  of  readers  to  warrant  the  expenditure. 

Prayers  op  the  Ages.* — Besides  the  **  Prayers  from  Pl3nmouth 
Pulpit,"  which  have  been  just  noticed,  we  have  the  beautiful  vol- 
ume entitled  "  Prayers  of  the  Ages.**  The  matter  is  distributed 
in  fifteen  parts,  according  to  its  sources,  subjects,  and  forms,  begin- 
ning with  examples  of  heathoD  and  Mohammedan  prayers,  some  of 
which  may  edify  even  Christian  suppliants;  then  grouping  to- 
gether some  excellent  **  Opinions  and  instructions  concerning 
prayer ; "  and  occupying  the  bulk  of  the  volume  with  prayers  on  a 
great  variety  of  subjects  and  occasions,  chosen  from  Christian  au- 
thors of  different  ages,  countries,  and  creeds,  including  some  of 
doubtful  or  scanty  creeds,  who  yet  appear  to  greater  advantage  in 
their  prayers  than  in  their  controversies.  The  conception  of  the 
work  is  certainly  happy,  and,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ex« 
amine,  happily  executed.  We  expect  much  pleasure  and  profit 
from  reading  it  all  deliberately,  stage  by  stage — indeed  devotion- 
ally — as  such  matter  merits.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  a  desirable  seleo* 
tion  for  a  Christian  gift. 

Additions  to  oite  Hymnologt. — Whatever  maybe  said  of 
poetry  in  general  at  this  day,  certainly  a  lively  interest  is  shown 
in  English  Hymnology.  Collections  and  selections  are  multiplied 
both  for  private  and  public  use,  and  the  old  stores  are  enlarged  and 
enric^jied.  It  is  Dr.  Ray  Palmer's  privilege  to  have  composed  one 
of  the  few  hymns  that  appeal  to,  and  will  ascend  from  devout  souls 
everywhere  and  always,  in  their  solitude  and  in  their  assemblies. 


*  Pray§n  0/  th^  Ag^     Ckmipiled  by  Oabouiib  &  Wbrmauh.    Boston: 
Tioknor  <fe  Fields.    1867.    12ma  pp.  ZIH, 
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The  place  given  him  hy  "  My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee,''  in  Christian 
memories,  might  well  content  him.  A  few  other  pieces  from  his  pen, 
though  inferior  to  this,  have  found,  and  will  keep  a  place  in  mod- 
ern collections  for  public  worship.  Besides  the  volume  which  he 
published  some  time  ago,  we  have  now  "  Hymns  of  my  Holy 
Boure"  •  twenty-one  in  number,  with  twelve  '*  Additional  Pieces." 
They  are  full  of  fervent  and  tender  evangelic  sentiment,  and  be* 
sides  good  versification  have  the  merit  of  that  simplicity  of  struc- 
ture which  is  so  necessary  for  lyric  use,  and  yet  is  so  often  want- 
ing in  the  hymns  attempted  by  more  brilliant  writers.  Among  all 
the  pieces  in  this  volume,  we  have  been  most  impressed  by  the 
^Chorus  of  all  Saints.''  Besides  higher  merits,  the  beauty  of  the 
mechanical  execution  wOl  render  the  book  the  more  acceptable  at 
this  season. 

While  eagerly  appropriating  new  hymns  of  superior  merit,  it  is 
well  that  the  public  mind  recurs,  with  devout  interest,  to  the  best 
of  the  ancient  Latin  hymns,  as  known  through  repeated  trans- 
lations. "  The  Hymn  of  HildebeH^  and  other  MedicevcU  Hymn8^\ 
with  Mr.  Benedict's  translations,  about  twenty  pieces  in  all,  the 
Latin  and  the  English  on  opposite  pages,  with  notices  of  their 
reputed  authors,  is  a  volume  similar  in  externals  to  Dr.  Palmer's, 
and  full  of  interest  to  thoughtful  Christian  readers.  The  earnest, 
ingenious,  and  often  gifted  old  authors  deserve  to  live  again  in  this 
attractive  form.  The  ''JHesIra^^  ''StabcU  Mater^*'  and  other 
Latin  hymns  here  brought  together,  are  constantly  stimulating 
modem  translators  to  new  trials  of  their  skilL  Mr.  Benedict  has 
evidently  wrought  with  patient  love  and  care  in  this  field.  The 
work  is  ever  difiicult,  and  the  translator  is  more  sensible  than 
his  readers  of  the  imperfections  that  must  attend  his  execution, 
especially  when  a  close  imitation  of  the  form  of  the  original  is  at- 
tempted; yet  the  labor  well  rewards  both  them  and  him.  The 
glory  of  those  strains,  borne  down  to  us  from  old  monastic  cells, 
is  their  sweet,  tender,  adoring  loyalty  to  Christ.  The  minds  of 
the  writers  are  saturated  with  the  great  evangelical  facts.  Such 
compositions  belong  truly  to  the  church  universal  Intelligent 
readers  of  every  denomination,  procuring  this  volume,  will  thank 
us  for  recommending  it. 

•  Hymnt  of  my  ffoly  JSTourt,  and  oth§r  Piece*.  By  Rat  Paubb.  New 
York:  A.  D.  F.  Baadolph.    1867.    12ma  pp.  108. 

f  7%e  Hifmn  o/HUMert,  and  other  Medkeeal  Hymne^  with  transUtioiu.  By 
SftA0n»  G.  BnxDiOT.    New  YoriL:  A.  D.  F.  Randolph.    1S67.    12mo.  pp.  128. 
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"  The  Heavenly  Landr  *  from  a  longer  poem  of  Bernard  De 
Morlaix,  Monk  of  Cluny,  is  an  example  of  a  single  hymn,  of  the 
twelfth  century,  celebrated  for  the  qualities  we  have  ascribed  to 
the  class,  translated  by  Mr.  Duffield,  with  an  introduction  bearing 
loving  testimony  to  the  character  of  the  poem  and  the  author,  and 
to  the  merits  of  other  translators.  The  L&tin  original,  which  is 
printed  over  against  the  English  version,  is  indeed  a  curiosity  in 
its  structure.  Only  the  numerous  and  easy  rhymes  afforded  by 
that  language  (which  might  have  made  the  older  classic  poets  re- 
coil from  rhyme  altogether,  through  fear  of  excessive  jingling) 
could  tempt  or  enable  the  devout  and  laborious  monk  to  undertake 
such  a  composition.  ^  Each  line  consists  of  a  first  part  composed 
of  two  dactyls,  a  second  part  containing  two  more  dactyls,  and  a 
third  part  made  up  of  a  dactyl  and  a  trochee.  The  last  dactyls  of 
the  first  and  second  parts  rhyme  together,  and  the  lines  are  in 
couplets — the  final  trochees  also  rhyming  "  All  this  is  imitated 
in  the  translation,  line  for  line,  foot  for  foot,  rhyme  for  rhyme. 
The  structure  may  be  well  represented  to  the  mere  English  reader 
by  two  lines  from  the  translation : — 

"  Land  of  delightfbln«08,  safe  from  all  spltefblnesa,  aafe  from  all  trouble. 
Thou  shalt  be  filled  again,  Israel  built  again,  joy  shall  redouble.'* 

We  confess  that  we  like  the  courage  of  the  translator  in  attempt- 
ing such  a  version  through  some  two  hundred  and  eighteen  lines, 
and  the  result  shows  much  ingenuity  as  well  as  loving  labor.  It 
gives  the  reader  the  pleasure  of  seeing  great  difficulties  manfully 
encountered,  and  oflen,  to  a  great  extent,  successfully.  Yet,  even 
in  the  original  Latin  the  higher  merit  of  the  poem  must  suffer 
from  the  fetters  of  such  verse,  and  much  more  in  the  translation. 
We  do  not  believe  that  an  English  version  can  be  constructed,  un- 
der these  conditions,  which  shall  be  in  itself  as  a  poem,  satisfac- 
tory or  pleasing.  Mr.  Duffield,  failing  to  the  English  eye  and  ear, 
has  only  failed  in  attempting  the  impossible.  We  readily  noticed, 
however,  one  instance  in  which  the  force  of  contrast  in  the  origi- 
nal seems  to  have  been  lost  sight  of,  the  significance  of  the  word 
reus^  in  the  eighth  line,  not  appearing  in  the  translation.    The  in- 

*  Thn  ffeavenly  Land:  from  the  D«  Comtemptu  Jliundi  of  Bernard  De  Morlaix, 
Honk  of  Cluny  (Twelfth  Century),  rendered  into  corresponding  English  verse. 
By  Samuu  W.  DnrriBLa  New  York:  A.  D.  F.  Randolph.  1867.  12mo. 
pp.19. 
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terest  of  this  beantifol  volarae,  is  enhanced  hy  a  Latin  version,  at 
the  end,  of  the  famous  English  hymn,  ^  Just  as  I  am.^ 

Yet  another  is  added  to  the  many  collections  now  offered  to  the 
Churches  for  use  in  public  worship.  **  TTie  Church  Hymn  Book  "* 
is  without  other  title,  without  preface,  or  compiler's  name,  or  any 
other  artspices  than  those  of  the  publishers  in  New  York  and  at 
the  West.  It  contains  seven  hundred  and  ten  hymns,  with  one 
hundred  and  fifiy-seven  tunes  placed  together  after  them,  and  only 
on  the  right  hand  page,  for  convenience  in  use.  In  both  depart- 
ments, as  fiEur  as  we  observe,  the  standard  compositions,  new  and 
old,  are  meant  to  be  included,  with  due  provision  for  special  occa- 
sions. Ample  indexes  are  added.  We  reckon  it  certainly  a  mis- 
take, however,  to  put  the  Doxologies  immediately  after  the  hymns 
on  the  Trinity,  instead  of  at  the  end,  where  they  can  be  always 
most  readily  found. 

All  readers  of  sacred  poetry  will  be  glad  to  see  another  issue  of 
the  ^^Hymns  of  the  Church  MUUani^^  which  has  already  established 
for  itself  a  place  in  that  Christian  use  for  which  it  was  designed. 
It  needs  no  new  commendation. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Roundell  Palmer's  "  Book  of  Praise.'*^ 
This  edition,  however,  contains  thirty-four  additional  hymns.  The 
collection  has  obtained  the  more  notice  from  the  high  position  of 
the  compiler  in  civil  life.  That  amidst  his  professional  labors  he 
attempted  such  a  work,  signified  his  devout  and  amiable  spirit, 
and  the  preface  and  the  selections  show  his  cultivation  and  judg- 
ment. The  brief  notes  contain  much  curious  information  about 
old  hymns.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  this  edition  accredits  Dr. 
Palmer,  as  the  first  did  not,  with  ^  My  Faith  looks  up  to  Tliee." 
And  in  general  much  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  text  of  these 
choice  hymns  correct. 

The  Comedt  of  Convocation  m  the  English  CHinicH.f — The 
Pan-Anglican  Council  has  called  out  much  comment,  grave  and 
gay.  The  full  attendance  of  American  and  Colonial  bishops,  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  home  bishops,  reminded  the  London  Times 
of  the  fact  that  persons  whose  social  status  is  uncertain  always 

*  Tk»  Ckmrek  Hymn  Book,    New  York:    A.  D.  F.  Randolph.      Barlington  , 
lova:  J.  J.  Brown.    Chioago:  Root  A  Gady.    14S7.     12nio.  pp.  2S4. 

t  Ths  Comedy  of  Convoeation  in  tk$  EnglUh  Church ;  in  two  scenes.  Edited 
by  Archdeacon  CHAfliTBLB,  D.  D.  New  York:  The  Oatholic  Pablication  Society, 
126  NaMau  street.     1868. 

VOL.  XXVII.  13 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


194:  Notices  of  New  BooTca.  [Jan., 

accept  invitations.  The  small  result  of  an  assembly  thus  composed 
and  convened — ^tbe  only  utterance  of  a  dogmatic  nature  being  a 
condemnation  of  poor  Bishop  Golenso  and  of  the  worship  of  the 
Virgin — hardly  corresponded  to  such  a  parturition  of  the  moun- 
tains. One  of  the  leading  English  Journals  entitles  the  Pastoral 
Letter  a  Parody  on  the  Epistles  of  PauL  Here  we  have  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  side — it  is  said,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Newman — 
**  The  Comedy  of  Convocation,"  consisting  of  imaginary  debates 
between  Dr.  Easy,  Archdeacon  Jolly,  Dean  Critical,  Rev.  Lavender 
Kidd,  and  various  other  personages,  on  the  doctrines  and  Consti- 
tution of  the  Church  of  England.  There  is  much  logical  finesse 
in  the  pamphlet,  of  which  a  specimen  is  given  in  the  attempt  at 
the  s  outset  to  show  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
Anglican  body  to  doubt  its  teaching  on  every  point  except  that  of 
its  own  fallibility.  The  wi-iter  is  familiar  with  parties  in  that 
Church,  and  with  all  the  various  aspects  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween it  and  Rome.  But  he  is  too  much  in  earnest  to  jest  well. 
A  tinge  of  bitterness  mars  seriously  his  attempts  at  mirth ;  and 
his  book,  for  a  comedy,  is  much  too  long.  We  commend  it,  how- 
ever, to  all  Roman  Anglicans  as  a  wholesome  correction  of  mis- 
taken ideas  and  aspirations. 

Babnum's  Comprehensive  Dictionabt  of  the  Bible.* — We 
have  before  us  the  first  eleven  parts  of  this  work,  which  the 
editor  has  had  in  course  of  preparation  for  more  than  two  years. 
Each  part  consists  of  forty- eight  pages,  and  all  together  compre- 
hend that  portion  of  the  Dictionary  which  extends  from  the  letter 
A  to  L.  As  many  parts  are  still  to  be  published  in  the  course  of 
the  next  six  or  eight  months,  when  the  whole  will  appear  in  one 
large  octavo  volume.  For  the  conveniende  of  purchasers,  how- 
ever, the  different  sections  are  issued  semi-monthly,  and  thus  are 
placed  in  the  reader's  hands  as  soon  as  they  are  printed.  The 
book,  as  indicated  on  the  title-page,  is  mainly  an  abridgment  of 

•  A  CwnpreheMiw  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  mainly  Abridged  from  Dr 
William  Sioth^s  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  but  comprising  important  additiona 
and  improTemeots  from  the  works  of  Robinaoo,  Geaenios,  FUrst,  Pape,  Kell, 
Pott,  Winer,  Lange,  Kitto,  Fairbaim,  Alexander,  Barnes,  Bush,  Thomson, 
Stanley,  Ayre,  and  many  other  eminent  scholars,  commentators,  travelera  and 
authors  in  varions  departments.  Edited  by  Rev.  Samuel  W  Barkum.  Illas- 
trated  with  fiye  hundred  maps  and  engravings.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  ^ 
Oo.    1867.    1  voL  Sya 
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the  larger  edition  of  Dr.  William  Smith's  Biblical  Dictionary,  and 
b  designed  for  the  nae  of  those  persons  who  feel  the  need  of  a  help 
of  this  kind  in  their  reading  and  stadj  of  the  Bible,  and  who  yet 
find  themselves  unable  to  parchase  the  larger  work.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  many  additions  have  been  made  from  the  writings  of 
distinguished  scholars  both  of  this  and  other  lands,  and  a  number 
of  original  articles  of  greater  or  less  length  have  been  inserted  by 
the  editor  himself.  As  an  abridgment,  the  work  seems  to  us  to  be 
very  well  and  thoroughly  done — the  most  useful  part  of  the 
original  to  the  general  reader  having  been  retained,  and  the  re- 
sults of  the  whole  concisely  presented.  If  we  are  rightly  infoi-m- 
ed,  a  portion  of  it  was  accomplished  before  the  appearance  of  Dr. 
Smith's  own  abridged  volume  in  England,  and,  consequently,  in 
entire  independence  of  that  volume;  but  it  is  equally  good 
throughout,  and  the  striking  similarity  of  the  two  in  the  manner 
of  condensing  many  articles,  may  be  regarded  rather  as  an  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  carefulness  and  wisdom  of  each  of  them, 
than  of  any  servile  imitation  on  the  part  of  the  later  edition. 
Mr.  Bam  am,  however,  has  not  contented  himself  with  a  mere 
condensation  of  the  three  volumes  into  one.  He  has  examined 
the  original  work  everywhere  with  that  minute  accuracy  which 
is  so  well  known  by  his  fnends  to  be  characteristic  of  him,  and 
has  exhibited  everywhere  in  the  new  volume  the  results  of  his  in- 
vestigations. The  careful  reader  only  of  both  Dictionaries  will 
become  aware  of  all  the  additions,  larger  and  smaller,  which  he 
has  made,  pr  be  prepared  to  appreciate  fully  the  extent  of  the 
labor  which  he  has  bestowed,  in  his  endeavor  to  realize  his  idea  of 
a  more  perfect  work.  Very  numerous  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  maps  and  pictorial  illustrations  of  the  English  edition,  and, 
as  we  think,  with  much  good  judgment.  The  editor  has  evidently 
taken  great  pains  in  this  department,  selecting  th^  best  illustra- 
tions from  the  best  sources  at  command.  He  has,  in  this  way, 
presented  to  the  eye,  in  many  cases,  such  a  view  of  the  place  or 
object  referred  to  as  to  aid  the  mind  in  gaining  a  clear  apprehen- 
sion of  that  which  the  text  contains,  and,  in  this  regard,  all  who 
give  the  volume  even  a  hasty  examination  must  acknowledge  its 
excellence.  Of  the  original  articles  by  Mr.  Barnum,  by  far  the 
larger  number  are  very  brief— many  are  simply  a  reference  of 
some  word  omitted  in  Dr.  Smith's  work  to  an  article  on  some 
kmdred  or  explanatory  word  where  its  signification  is  set  forth. 
But  a  considerable  part  even  of  these  shorter  ones  will  not  be  re- 
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garded  as  out  of  place  by  those  who  use  the  book,  while,  if  any 
might  easily  have  been  omitted,  they  are  so  concisely  given  and 
occupy  so  brief  a  space  that  their  presence  will  not  be  regretted. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  few  important  articles  have  been  newly  in- 
serted or  rewritten.  The  one  of  greatest  length,  which  we  have 
discovered,  is  that  on  Inspiration,  in  which  the  editor  gives  a  brief 
summary  of  the  different  classes  of  views,  and  then,  declaring  his 
assent  to  the  dynamical  theory — "that  inspiration,  without  im- 
pairing the  free  use  of  each  writer's  own  natural  powers,  so 
moulded  his  views  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  men,  and,  when  necessary,  in  regard  to  the  very 
language  to  be  used  by  him,  as  to  secure  the  communication  in 
the  Scriptures  of  that,  and  that  only,  which,  properly  interpreted, 
is  truth " — develops  concisely  the  arguments  by  which  he  con- 
ceives this  theory,  as  distinguished  from  and  opposed  to  the 
others,  to  be  supported.  Other  articles  on  the  words  *'  Eternal," 
"  Faith,"  &c.,  present  a  careful  list  of  different  passages  where 
these  words  occur,  and  an  explanation  of  the  Greek  and  Hebrew 
words  which  they  are  employed  to  translate  in  those  different 
passages.  The  editor  has  endeavored,  as  he  says,  "  to  make  every- 
thing intelligible  to  those  who  understand  only  English,  and  to 
place  them  as  nearly  as  possible  on  a  level  with  the  scholars  who 
are  familiar  with  the  original  languages  of  the  Scriptures  f  and 
to  all  such  persons,  and,  indeed,  to  all  that  great  class,  both 
ministers  and  others,  who  regard  the  original  work  as  too  large 
or  too  expensive  for  their  use  we  heartily  commend  this  excellent 
volume. 

Smith's  Dictionabt  of  thb  Bible. — ^The  Vllth  part  of  the 
American  (unabridged)  Edition  of  Smith's  Bible  Dictionary  has 
just  been  issued.  The  work  will  be  much  improved  by  the  labors 
of  Professor  Hackett  and  Mr.  Abbot.  Their  edition  will  be  of 
much  greater  value  than  the  English  edition,  and  will  probably 
long  remain  the  best  dictionary  of  the  Bible  in  our  language. 

HISTOBICAI.  AKD  BIOGBAPHICAL. 

Pboude's  Essays.* — ^On  page  108  of  this  volume  occurs  the 
following  sentence :    ''  It  is  characteristic  of  Erasmus  that,  like 

*  Bhort  Studiet  on  Oreat  Subfeets,  By  Jaiogb  Authovt  Fbottdk,  M.  A.,  Late 
Fellow  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford.  New  Tork:  Charles  Scribner  dr  Co.  ISSS. 
New  Haven :  Judd  A  White. 
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many  higbly-gifled  men,  bat  unlike  all  theologians,  he  expressed  a 
hope  for  sudden  death,  and  declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  which  a  human  creature  can  receive.^'  ''  Unlike  all  the6« 
logians  I  ^  It  might  be  buggested  that  Erasmus  himself  was  quite 
as  much  a  theologian  as  he  was  anything  else.  Luther,  one  of 
Fronde's  heroes,  is  generally  considered  a  theologian.  He  would 
certainly  have  little  fancy  for  Mr.  Fronde's  contempt  for  all  ab- 
stract or  accurate  statements  of  religious  truth.  These  flings  at 
theology  atid  theologians  which  abound  in  Mr.  Fronde's  writings 
oont^n  a  touch  of  flippancy  which  is  rather  characteristic  of  him 
as  an  author,  notwithstanding  his  unquestionable  merits.  When 
he  attempts  to  paraphrase  Luther's  doctrine  of  faith,  he  makes  a 
sorry  show  of  acumen.  "  It  amounts  to  this,"  he  tells  us,  •*  that 
between  truth  and  lies  there  is  an  infinite  difference ;  one  is  of 
God,  the  other  of  Satan  ;  onp  is  eternally  to  be  loved,  the  other 
eternally  to  be  abhorred*  It  cannot  say  why,  in  language  intelli- 
gible to  reason."  These  sounding  phrases  remind  us  of  Carlyle 
as  he  was  in  former  days.  They  are  about  as  far  from  being  a  de- 
scription of  Luther's  doctrine  of  faith  as  they  well  can  be.  If  Mr. 
Froude  does  not  believe  in  the  reality  of  sin  against  God,  of  con- 
demnation under  the  law,  and  of  gratuitous  forgiveness  through 
Christ,  in  the  simple,  accepted  meaning  of  these  words,  he  has 
only  a  superficial  sympathy  with  Luther.  The  Reformer  would 
have  demolished  the  modem  essayist  by  words  as  telling  as  those 
which  the  latter  quotes  from  him  against  Erasmus.  The  article^ 
of  which  we  are  speaking,  is,  however,  on  the  whole,  well  written. 
It  presents  a  graphic  picture  of  Erasmus  and  Luther  in  their  mu- 
tnal  relations  and  their  diverse  influence  on  the  world.  In  the 
Essay  on  Criticism  and  the  Gospel  History,  it  would,  perhaps,  not  , 
be  unjust  to  say,  that  the  author  wades  beyond  his  depth.  He 
tells  us  that  IrenaBus  had  persuaded  himself  that  there  are  four,  and 
only  four.  Evangelists,  because  there  were  four  winds  or  spirits, 
and  four  divisions  of  the  earth,  <fec.  He  half  takes  back  the  asser- 
tion, but  still  thinks  that  such  reasoning  shows  *'  the  difficulty  of 
deciding  at  our  present  distance'  from  them  [the  Fathers]  )dlow  far 
their  conclusions  were  satisfactory."  The  character  of  this  reason- 
ing of  IrensBus  confirms,  instead  of  weakening,  his  testimony  to 
the  genuineness  of  the  Gospels.  He  speaks  as  a  witness,  giving 
his  sources  of  information ;  and  hiB  fanciful  analogies  only  show 
how  well  established  was  the  authority  of  the  documents  in  ques- 
tion.   It  would  be  easy  to  show  how  many  other  statements  in 
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this  Essay  are  fitted  to  mislead.  They  betray  an  imperfect  appre- 
ciation of  the  natare  of  the  proof  on  which  our  belief  in  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  orospels  rests.  Besides  the  two  discussions  to 
which  we  have  adverted,  the  book  contains  about  fifteen  other 
essays.  They  all  have  the  merit  of  being  readable.  Froude  is 
never  dull,  whatever  other  faults  he  may  have.  He  is  diligent  in 
his  historical  researches,  as  well  as  remarkably  skillful  in  his 
grouping  and  description.  Weie  it  not  for  a  few  weaknesses, 
among  which  we  reckon  a  rather  puerile  horror  of  positive  doc- 
trines in  religion,  and  an  ambiguous  attitude  in  reference  to  Reve- 
lation, he  would  stand  in  the  very  front  rank  of  historians. 

Thb  Life  of  Timothy  Pickering.* — ^Timothy  Pickering,  or,  as 
he  was  once  more  commonly  called  in  familiar  parlance,  Tim 
Pickering,  was  a  conspicuous  public  character  in  the  old  days  of 
Federalism.  His  expulsion  from  the  cabinet  of  the  elder  Adams 
was  a  part  of  that  great  schism  among  the  Federalists  which  en- 
sured their  destruction  as  a  party.  Afterwards  he  was  one  of  the 
main  pillars  of  the  Anti- Adams  section  of  the  party  in  N'ew  Eng- 
land, and  a  leading  standard-bearer  of  Federalism  in  Congress  at 
the  time  of  our  second  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  present  vol- 
ume— the  first  of  a  promised  series,  brings  his  life  down  about 
three  years  after  the  close  of  the  revolution. 

Colonel  Pickering  was  born  in  Salem  in  1745,  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1763,  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1768.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  patriotic  movements  which 
preceded  the  ankied  resistance  to  Great  Britain.  When  the 
king's  troops  marched  out  to  Lexington,  he  marched  with  his  reg- 
iment to  encounter  them,  and  was  blamed — unjustly,  as  his  biog- 
rapher proves — for  not  bringing  his  men  into  action.  He  joined 
the  army  of  the  revolution,  became  Adjutant-General,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  war,  and  at  last  Quartermaster-General,  in 
place  of  General^  Greene.  He  was  present  in  the  battles  of 
Brandy  wine  and  Germantown,  and  at  the  surrender  of  Comwallis. 
In  the  bitter  controversy  about  the  Cunningham  correspondence 
in  the  latter  part  of  Colonel  Pickering's  life,  he  was  charged  with 
making  disparaging  observations  respecting  Washington.  He  vir- 
tually confesses,  as  we  remember,  in  his  pamphlet,  that  he  had  not 

♦  The  Life  of  7\mothy  Pickering,    By  his  son,  Ootavius  ^Picxkring.    Boston: 
Little,  Brown  it  Co.     1867.    New  Haven:  Jndd  &  White. 
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enteruuned  bo  high  an  opinion  as  some,  of  Washington's  intellect- 
ual powers*  His  biographer  speaks  of  *'a  hardness  towards 
Washington,  which  occasionally  betrays  itself  in  his  letters " 
(page  481),  and  thinks  he  may  have  been  displeased  with  that 
praise  bestowed  on  Washington's  military  abilities,  which  he 
thoaght  excessive.  He  took  part  in  drawing  up  the  response  ta 
WashiDgton'fi  farewell  address  to  his  officers,  and  was  careful  to 
conform  the  phraseology  to  his  own  estimate  of  the  General's 
m^rit  This  "  hardness,"  however  it  may  testify  to  Col.  Picker- 
ing's independence,  is  hardly  creditable  to  his  head  or  his  heart. 
Of  his  qualities  of  mind  and  character,  however,  we  abstain  from 
speaking  until  subsequent  volumes  of  the  memoir  shall  provide  us 
with  additional  materials  for  forming  a  judgment.  We  are  not 
aware  that  either  his  integrity  or  firmness  was  ever  called  in  ques- 
tion. This  first  volume  is  printed  on  good  paper,  in  large  and 
clear  type.     In  these  points  nothing  better  could  be  desired.  \ 

The  QiTBVKS  of  Amebican  Society.* — ^In  selecting  particular 
individuals  as  specially  worthy  of  notice,  from  among  the  great 
number  of  true  "  social  queens "  which  our  country  has  known, 
Mrs.  EUett  has  undertaken  a  difficult  and  delic  ate  task ;  and  we 
think  that  she  has  needlessly  enhanced  its  embarrassments  by  in- 
cluding the  names  of  living  personages  in  her  record.  Of  course 
in  a  work  of  this  kind  we  are  constantly  surprised,  and  in  some 
degree  dissatisfied,  both  by  the  inclusions  and  the  omissions — yet 
perhaps)  considering  the  nature  of  the  compilation,  and  its  inhe- 
rent difficulties,  the  selection  is,  on  the  whole,  as  good  as  could  be 
expected.  The  book  is  made  up  of  sketches,  full  and  meager,  in- 
teresting and  uninteresting,  yet  always  lively  and  pleasant  of  many 
ladies  of  the  past  and  present  generations  who  have  been  ditstin- 
guished  figures  in  American  social  circles,  and  especially  in  those 
of  Washington,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston.  Many  of 
these^  as  Mrs.  Hancock,  Mrs.  Jay,  Mrs.  Knox,  Mrs.  Adams,^  and 
Mrs.  Madison  are  already  well  known  as  historical  personages. 
Others  have  no  less  interest  on  account  of  the  influence  they  are 
shown  to  have  exercised  by  their  brilliant  qualities  in  social  life ; 
and  others  still,  hardly  less  distinguished  as  leaders  in  society,  im- 
press themselves  still  deeper  in  the  memory  by  their  beautiful  lives, 

♦  The  Qmmiw  of  American  Society.    By  Mrs.  Ellbtt.    New  York:   Charles 
Seribner  &  Co.    Svo.  pp.  464.    New  Have9 ;  Judd  A  White. 
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and  acts  of  benevolence  and  self  sacrifice.  The  records  of  sach  as 
these  are  worth  all  the  rest,  and  the  snobbish  trash  occasionally 
found  in  Mrs.  Ellett's  pages  is  amply  redeemed  by  her  feeling 
tributes  to  such  women  as  Mrs.  Van  Ness,  Mrs.  Harrison  Gray 
Otis,  and  Mrs.  James  W.  White. 

Mrs.  EUett,  in  her  descriptions  of  personal  beauty,  does  not 
spare  adjectives,  and  .  the  words  "  extraordinary,"  **  dazzling/* 
^' wondeiful,"  *' indescribable,"  Ac,  &c.,  might  possibly  left  a 
decided  impression  on  the  mind  had  they  not  been  unfortunately 
accompanied,  in  several  cases,  by  steel  portraits.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  originals  are  not  flattered  by  these  ^  counterfeit 
presentments,"  yet  nothing,  is  more  certain  than  that  while  very 
handsome  and  lovely  women  are  frequently  to  be  met,  *' dazzling *' 
female  beauty  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  phenomena. 

The  following  incident  in  the  life  of  Mrs.  John  Hancock,  nar- 
rated by  Mrs.  EUett,  we  think  has  not  been  before  published : — 

"  While  the  French  fleet  was  in  Boeton  Harbor,  Connt  d'Estaing  and  some 
other  persons  of  rank,  with  their  life-guards,  visited  the  Ooyemor.  Hancock  sent 
a  note  to  the  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  inviting  him  to  hreakfast,  with  thirty  of  his 
ofiicers.  The  Admiral  accepted  the  inyitation,  but  sent  a  request  to  the  OoTemor  to 
permit  him  the  pleasure  of  bringiug  all  his  officers,  inoluding  the  midshipmen.  This 
request  was  granted,  but  not  without  some  solicitude  as  to  the  possibility  of  ao- 
odmmodating  three  hundred  ofiioers  and  providing  for  their  entertainment.  In 
those  days,  there  were  not  the  facilities  of  confectioners,  and  other  resources  of 
the  present  time.  It  was  summer,  and  oarts  and  wagons  were  pressed  into  the 
service  to  bring  from  the  surrounding  country  the  various  fruits  of  the  season. 

"  It  was  found  that  milk  sufficient  for  the  demand  could  not  be  obtained,  even 
from  the  whole  vidnity  of  Boston.  Boston  common  was  at  that  time  used  as  a 
place  of  pasturage  for  cows ;  and  Mrs.  Hanoock,  in  her  dilemma,  requested  the 
life-guards  and  the  servants  of  the  family  to  take  pitchers,  mugs,  and  bowls,  and 
to  milk  all  the  cows  on  the  common.  If  any  persons  interfered,  they  were  to  be 
sent  to  her  for  explanation.  This  novel  proceeding  made  a  laughable  exhibition 
to  the  public,  but  it  was  a  success,  and  offended  no  one. 

<*  Eleven  o'clock  was  the  hour  for  breakfast  At  the  appointed  time,  the  oflBcers 
were  seen  entering  the  farthest  end  of  the  Common,  in  front  of  the  Governor's 
house.  Mrs.  Hancock  often  in  after  life  described  that  scene;  and,  though 
naturally  very  calm  and  tranquil  in  manner,  when  speaking  of  that  day  she 
always  showed  great  animation,  seeming  to  feel  again  the  fire  and  excitement  of 
the  scene.  She  said  the  sun  shone  brightly  on  the  gold  lace  that  elaborately 
adorned  the  French  officers ;  and,  in  their  march  to  the  house,  the  brilliant  dis- 
play exceeded  anything  she  ever  saw  before  or  afterwards  of  military  parade. 
The  Admiral  soon  after  returned  the  compliment  by  giving  a  grand  dinner  oo 
board  his  ship  to  the  Governor  and  his  wifa  Mrs.  Hancock  occupied  the  seat  of 
honor,  and  at  her  right  hand  was  a  large  rosette  of  ribbon,  attached  by  a  strong 
rope  to  something  under  the  table.     This  mysterious  apparatus  caused  her  no 
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im&ll  CQiiouty.  At  the  moment  when  the  toasts  were  to  be  giTen,  the  Admiral's 
aid,  who  sat  next  her,  requested  that  she  would  draw  up  the  ribbons.  She 
obeyed,  and  in  doing  so  she  fired  the  signal  gnn,  which  in  an  instant  was 
answered  by  every  Tessel  in  the  fleet  This  was  a  distinguished  honor  paid  her, 
in  return  for  the  attention  shown  to  the  Admiral  and  his  offioers. 

MissiONABT  Patbiotb.* — ^Mr.  Tarboz's  '<  Missionary  Patriots" 
is  a  loving  record  of  the  life  and  character  of  two  brothers,  whose 
names  deserve  to  be  long  remembered.    The  elder  was  most  highly 
esteemed  by  his  classmates  and  instructors  for  his  clear  and  solid 
Qoderstanding,  his  manly  and  open  disposition,  and  his  sweet 
Christian  temper.    He  was  a  person  of  rare  promise.    Few  yonng 
men  acquit  themselves  better  in  their  college  career ;  but  the  work 
which  he  accomplished  there  was  so  modest  and  unpretending, 
that  the  development  of  the  ten  or  twenty  years  following  was 
required  to  fulfill  the  promise  which  his  achievements  betokened. 
Had  he  been  spared  in  life,  and  had  he  chosen  an  ambitious  career, 
he  would  have  gained  distinguished  eminence.    But  it  was  re- 
served for  him  to  follow  the  course  of  duty  with  simple  and 
severe  obedience  in  a  series  of  self-denying  acts  and  sacrifices,  such 
as  are  appointed  to  but  few,  and  to  obey  the  call  with  a  cheerftil- 
ness  which  fewer  still  exhibit    The  spirit  with  which  this  Ameri- 
can, bom  in  Broosa,  gave  himself  to  his  country's  service,  because 
he  was  drafted,  just  at  the  moment  when  his  life  was  first  ceasing 
to  be  a  struggle  and  a  sacrifice,  can  scarcely  be  appreciated  except 
by  those  who  knew  the  circumstances  and  knew  the  man.    The 
accoant  given  by  Mr.  Tarbox  is  perhaps  as  fnll  as  it  was  proper  to 
,^ve;  but  the  strength  of  his  resolution  and  the  singleness  of  his 
views  of  duty,  can  only  be  adequately  estimated  by  those  who 
knew  the  earnest  solicitations  and  the  strong  dissuasions  from 
firiends  whom  he  loved  and  esteemed,  against  which  he  formed  his 
heroic  resolve.     The  memoir  by  Mr.  Tarbox   is  excellent  in  its 
matter  and  style.    We  only  wish  that  he  had  used  all  his  materials, 
and  produced  a  narrative  fitted  for  young  men  in  a  course  of 
higher  education. 

The  story  of  the  younger  brother  is  a  contrast  to  that  of  the 
elder  in  many  particulars,  but  is  singularly  fascinating  and  sad. 
Who  shall  say  that  two  such  youths  were  not  a  brighter  crown 
than  is  given  to  many  Christian  parents  ? 

*  UttMOfiary  PaJlrio^t,  Memoirs  of  James  H.  Sohneider  and  Edward  M. 
Schneider.  By  iHoasASx  N.  Tabboz.  Boston :  Massachusetts  Sabbath  School 
Boeiety.    1867.    New  Haven:  F.  T.  Jarman. 
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Origin  of  Moemokism.*— In  this  book  Mr.  Tucker  has  given, 
in  a  style  somewhat  obstructed  by  the  use  of  long  words,  bat 
otherwise  simple  and  interesting,  a  needed  and  apparently  authen- 
tic account  of  Mormonism  in  its  earlier  history.  The  author  says 
in  his  preface :  ^'  In  claiming  for  the  statements  herein  set  forth  the 
character  of  fairness  and  authenticity,  it  is  perhaps  appropriate 
to  add  in  this  connection,  that  the  locality  of  the  malversations  re- 
sulting in  the  Mormon  scheme  is  the  author's  birthplace ;  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  '  Joe  Smith,'  the  first  Mormon  prophet, 
and  with  his  &ther  and  all  the  Smith  family,  since  their  removal  to 
Palmyra  from  Vermont  in  1816,  and  during  their  continuance 
there  and  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Manchester;  that  he  was 
equally  acquainted  with  Martin  Harris  and  Oliver  Cowdry*  and 
with  most  of  the  earlier  followers  of  Smith,  either  as  money-dig- 
gers or  Mormons;  that  he  established  at  Palmyra,  in  1813,  and  vras 
for  many  years  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Wayne  Sentinel^  and 
was  editorially  connected  with  that  paper  at  the  printing  by  its 
press  of  the  original  edition  of  the  ^  Book  of  Mormon'  in  1830." 

By  the  timely  publication  of  this  work,  from  a  source  so  well  in- 
formed, many  important  facts  respecting  the  origin  and  the  found- 
ers of  Moimonism,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  lost,  have 
been  placed  beyond  the  chance  of  oblivion  or  falsification.  Joe 
Smith  is  shown  to  have  been  no  shrewd,  fiir-seeing  architect  of  a 
great  system,  as  he  is  sometimes  imagined,  but  one  of  those  low- 
minded,  ignorant,  and  shiftless  creatures  who  are  to  be  found  in 
every  village,  with  a  reputation  chiefly  for  unt>ounded  lying  and 
the  cunning  which  not  unfrequently  accompanies  that  trait.  Being 
too  indolent  to  obtain  a  living  by  the  usual  means  of  labor,  he  fol- 
lowed the  profession  of  stealing,  lying,  and  fortune  telling  for  a 
subsistence.  The  accidental  discovery  of  a  curiously  shaped  stone 
in  digging  a  well,  which  he  obtained  possession  of  and  protended 
to  consult  in  his  divinations,  led  him  gradually  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  his  pretended  revelations ;  and  abler  and  bolder  codpera- 
tors  coming  to  bis  assistance,  the  number  of  his  ignorant  believers 
was  gradually  increased,  nntil  the  new  faith  obtained  a  foothold 
from  which  it  has  spread  to  its  present  dimensions.  The  Book  of 
Mormon  appears,  from  the  extracts  given,  to  have  been  more  dea- 

*  Origin,  Riite,  and  Progrun  of  Mormonism,  Biofprapfay  of  its  Foanders  and 
History  of  its  Chareh.  Penonai  remiQisoeocei  and  faistorioal  collections  hitherto 
nnwritten.  By  Pomkeot  Tuoxsa,  Palmyra,  N.  T.  New  York:  D.  Appleton 
et  Co.    New  Haven :  H.  H.  Peck. 
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picable  as  a  literary  production  than  its  history  had  led  as  to  sus- 
pect, and  completely  vindicates  itself  from  any  snspioion  of  having 
advanced  the  delusion  by  its  intellectual  influence.  Altogether, 
Mr.  Tucker's  book  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  our 
times,  and  renders  essential  aid  in  the  study  of  this  strange  delu- 
noD,  whose  growth,  while  it  astonishes  and  humiliates,  seems 
likely  to  prove  to  have  been  of  very  great  importance  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country. 

BBLLB8  LBTTBES. 

Lsssiitg's  "  Nathan  the  Wise."*— The  publishers  of  this  neat 
volame  are  doing  a  good  work  for  American  culture.  By  a  series 
of  careful  translations  they  are  bringing  some  of  the  most  noted 
foreign  poems  within  the  reach  of  readers  who  lack  the  leisure 
or  the  inclination  to  study  them  out  in  the  original  languages. 
There  are  probably  few,  even  among  American  scholars,  to  whom 
the  first  two  volumes  of  this  collection,  the  graceful  legend  of 
"  King  Rent's  Daughter,"  and  the  wild  "  Saga  of  Frithiof,"  are  not 
easier  reading  in  the  versions  of  Martin  and  Blackley  than  in  their 
native  Danish  and  Swedish.  And  the  little  volume  of  Selections 
from  the  Kalevala,  the  national  epic  of  Finland,  translated  by  the 
late  Professor  John  A.  Porter,  and  already  on  the  booksellers' 
tables,  as  the  fourth  in  this  series,  will  probably  give  to  many 
readers  their  first  intimation  that  Finland  has  a  national  epic.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  publishers  will  find  sufficient  inducement 
to  bring  forward  the  other  volumes  already  promised,  for  we 
doubt  if  a  series  of  translations  has  ever  been  undertaken  in  this 
country,  covering  so  vast  a  field,  chosen  with  so  much  judgment, 
and  carried  out  with  so  great  care. 

To  include  in  it  a  poem  like  "  Nathan  the  Wise  "  was  a  some- 
what hazardous  adventure,  for  it  holds  so  high  a  place  in  German 
literature,  is  so  well  known  to  German  scholars,  and  derives  so 
much  of  its  interest  from  its  style,  that  one  would  hardly  expect 
any  translation  to  be  satisfactory.  Previous  attempts  confirm 
this  expectation ;  for  the  piece  has  already  been  three  times  ren- 
dered into  English,  by  Raspe  in  1781,  by  Taylor  in  1701,  and  in 

*  NatMan  the  Wiu :  a  Dramatie  Poem.  By  Gotthold  Sfhraix  Lkssino. 
Translated  by  EUen  Frothingham.  Preceded  by  a  brief  aoconnt  of  the  Poet  and 
bia  works,  and  followed  by  an  Essay  on  the  Poem  by  Euno  Fischer.  New 
York:  Leypoldt  it  Holt.    1868. 
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1860  by  Dr.  Adolphus  Reich.  Of  these  the  two  former  are  little 
known,  and  the  third  may  be  judged  by  the  following  verses, 
which  are  no  unfair  specimen  of  the  style  of  the  translator: — 

"I  ask,  does  He  the  proverb : 

That  monk  and  woman, — ^that  the  woman  and 
The  monk  are  the  two  clatches  of  the  Devil  ?** 

and  by  this  stage  direction : 

"During  (he  silent  repetition  of  reciproeal  embraces,  the  eartiun  drops." 

Miss  Frothingham  would  not  thank  us  for  saying  that  hef  ver- 
sion contains  ho  such  jargon  as  this,  for  it  deserves  much  higher 
praise.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  not  only  the  best 
English  version  of  Lessing,  but  one  of  the  best  translations  in 
the  language.  It  was  prepared  with  great  care,  submitted  to  the 
examination  of  accomplished  German  scholars,  and  after  their 
criticisms  and  suggestions  had  been  carefully  weighed,  wholly 
rewritten  from  beginning  to  end.  It  is  surprisingly  literal ;  in- 
deed, the  only  blemishes  which  we  have  found  in  it,  come  from  an 
occasional  too  close  adherence  to  the  German  forms  of  expression. 
Yet  this  happens  rarely,  and  the  poem  has  but  a  slight  foreign 
accent.  To  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  difTuseness  of  most 
translations,  it  will  seem  no  slight  praise  to  say  that  this  one, 
without  the  omission,  so  far  as  we  have  observed,  of  a  single 
important  phrase,  contains  twenty  per  cent,  fewer  lines  than  the 
original.  To  be  more  terse  than  Lessing  is  to  waste  no  words ; 
but  Miss  Frothingham's  verse  has  an  ease  and  naturalness  which 
is  not  infrequently  wanting  in  that  which  she  was  reproducing. 
Her  translation  is  not  a  mere  verbal  rendering,  for  it  gives  us  the 
spirit  as  well  as  the  words  of  the  author.  Through  her  work,  the 
great  German,  who  drew  many  of  his  best  inspirations  from  Eng- 
lish literature,  talks  to  us  now  in  our  own  language  as  easily  as  if 
he  had  passed  his  life  within  sight  of  Boston  Common. 

It  is  not  much  to  our  credit  that,  until  recently,  American 
students  have  been  restricted,  for  their  knowledge  of  so  great  a 
man  as  Lessing,  to  the  translations  which  we  have  named,  and  to 
the  encyclopsedias.  The  French  have  no  less  than  six  versions 
of  **  Nathan  the  Wise  f  it  has  been  published  in  Danish,  Swedish, 
and  Dutch;  it  was  represented  in  1842  at  Constantinople,  in 
Modem  Greek ;  and  a  Polish  translation  has  recently  appeared. 
The  past  year  has  contributed  somewhat  toward  supplying  our 
deficiencies  in  this  respect,  for  it  has  given  us  Professor  Evans's 
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translation  of  Stahr's  "Life  of  Lessing,"  and  Professor  Lowell's 
entertaining  Article  on  it,  in  the  April  number  of  the  North 
American  Review*  Messrs.  Leypoldt  and  Holt  have  added,  also, 
to  the  volame  before  ns  extensive  extracts  from  an  admirable 
Essay  on  "Nathan,"  by  the  distinguished  German  critic,  Euno 
Fischer.  This  is  at  least  an  introduction  to  the  study  of  one  of 
the  noblest  characters  of  the  last  century.  Lessing  was  not  a  great 
poet,  but  he  was  a  brave,  earnest,  strong-minded  man.  His  influ- 
ence on  the  literature  of  his  country  was  immense,  not  so  much 
by  the  master  pieces  which  he  composed  himself,  as  by  those 
which  he  led  others  to  compose.  For  it  was  he  who,  more  than 
any  one  else,  purified  the  national  taste,  corrupted  by  French  in- 
fiaences,  led  back  the  national  mind  to  classic  models,  established 
the  principles  of  criticism,  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle  for  free- 
dom of  thought  on  all  subjects,  and  scattered,  as  he  said  he  sought 
to  do,  the  ^^'fermenta  cognitionta^  The  reader  who  expects  to 
find  in  '*  Nathan  the  Wise "  a  great  drama  or  a  great  poem,  will 
he  disappointed.  It  is  little  more  than  a  discussion,  in  the  form 
of  a  dialogue,  of  those  ideas  for  which  he  spent  his  life  in  contend- 
ing. It  is  not  his  most  profound  or  most  original  work,  but  it  is 
one  of  his  most  characteristic  and  most  noble.  It  violates  both 
historic  and  dramatic  probabilities;  it  exalts  natural  above  re- 
vealed religion :  but  for  nearly  a  hundred  years  it  has  been  teach- 
ing in  Germany  a  noble  lesson  of  tolerance,  and  it  reveals  perhaps 
better  than  anything  else  the  spirit  of  the  man  who  wrpte,  ten 
years  earlier,  "  I  think  I  have  been  as  serviceable  to  truth,  when  I 
miss  her,  and  my  failure  is  the  occasion  of  another's  discovering 
her,  as  if  I  had  discovered  her  mysel£" 

The  Hbrmitagb  aitd  othsb  Poems.*— Mr.  Sill's  first  volume  of 
poems  will  be  received  by  his  college  friends  with  no  little  interest, 
and  will  be  read  with  favorable  judgments.  He  will  certainly  be 
satisfied  if  they  say  of  it  as  they  may  that  it  does  not  disappoint 
their  expectations,  and  that  it  gives  the  promise  of  something 
better.  He  has  a  poet's  eye  and  a  poet's  sensibility.  There  is  no 
lack  of  felicitous  words  or  appropriate  imagery.  In  both  words 
and  imagery  there  is  at  times  a  rare  refinement  and  beauty.  But 
were  there  more  strength  of  conception,  force  of  language,  and 

*  Hu  HermUag^  and  other  Poena,  By  Edward  Rowland  Sill.  New  York : 
Leypoldt  &  Holt.    1868.    New  Hayen :  Jadd  Jk  White. 
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fire  of  feeling,  he  would  attain  a  higher  strain  than  any  which  this 
volume  contains.  Of  all  the  pieces  in  the  volume,  "The  Ruby 
Heart "  pleases  us  as  well  as  any.  We  hope  the  author  will  write 
many  more  as  good  as  this.  If  he  does,  he  will  write  many  that 
are  better. 


MIBCELLAITEOVS. 

The  Cultueb  Demanded  by  Modern  Life.* — ^This  volume 
contains  a  number  of  interesting  essays  of  unequal  value  from  va- 
rious authors ;  the  most  of  which  are  directed  to  a  single  object. 
This  object  is  to  vindicate  for  scientific  and  physical  studies  a 
prominent  place  in  the  system  of  liberal  education  against  the  ex- 
clusive predominance  of  classical  studies,  which  has  till  lately 
obtained  in  the  English  schools  and  universities.  So  far  as  the 
considerations  relate  to  this  conclusion,  they  are  pertinent  to  the 
design  for  which  they  were  originally  prepared.  A  few  of  them 
are  more  radical  in  their  principles  and  design,  and  urge  for  what 
are  called  scientific  studies  a  possession  of  the  field  nearly  or  quite 
as  exclusive  as  has  been  accorded  to  the  classics.  These  essays  are 
precededby  what  is  called  an  essay  on  Mental  Discipline  in  Educa- 
tion, and  followed  by  a  lecture  entitled  Observations  on  the  Scien- 
tific Study  of  Human  Nature,  both  by  Edward  L.  Youraans,  M.D. 
To  the  volume  thus  made  up  is  prefixed  the  high  sounding  title, 
"The  Culture  Demanded  by  Modern  Life." 

We  do  not  propose  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  subject  of  most 
of  these  essays,  much  less  to  treat  of  the  more  general  topic  which 
is  announced  in  the  title  of  this  volume.  We  cannot,  however  re- 
frain from  one  ot  two  observations  upon  the  special  contributions 
of  its  editor.  Prof.  Tonmans  seems  somewhat  ambitious  of  acting 
a  conspicuous  part  in  introducing  what  he  confidently  believes  to 
be  the  new  and  better  dispensation.  Perhaps  we  are  mistaken  in 
this  conjecture.  If  we  are,  and  he  is  really  in  earnest  in  advancing 
the  cause  of  educational  reform,  we  advise  him  to  keep  himself 
out  of  sight.    If  the  results  of  the  "  culture  demanded  by  modem 

*  The  Oulture  demanded  by  Modem  Life  ;  a  series  of  addresses  and  arguments 
on  the  claims  of  scientific  edacation.  By  Professors  Tyndall,  Henfrey,  Huxley, 
Paget,  Wbewell,  Faraday,  liebig.  Draper,  DeMorgan  ;  Doctors  Barnard,  Hodgson, 
Carpenter,  Hooker,  Acland,  Forbes^  Herbert  Spencer,  Sir  John  Herschell,  Sir 
Charles  Lyell,  Dr.  Segnin,  Mr.  2(011,  eto.  With  an  Introduction  on  Mental  Disoi* 
pline  in  Edacation,  by  £.  L.  Toumamk  New  Tork :  D.  Appleton  A  Co.  1861 
New  Haven:  H.  H.  Peck. 
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life''  may  be  jadged  by  these  two  essays,  we  cannot  oonceive  of 
a  more  damaging  argument  for  the  cause  than  these  essays  furnish. 
The  advocates  for  the  old  system  would  need  only  pray — Oh 
that  oar  adversary  might  write  many  more  such  books!  Culture 
in  a  writer  requires  a  just  conception  of  the  facts  adduced,  the 
capacity  of  deriving  from  them  valid  inferences,  and  the  power  to 
apply  these  inferences  to  the  subject  which  is  under  discussion. 
Prof.  Toumans  illustrates  the  culture  which  he  has  attained  in 
BQch  remarks  as  the  following:  '^The  predominant  culture  of 
modem  times  had  its  origin,  more  than  eight  hundred  years  ago, 
in  a  superstition  of  the  middle  ages.  A  mystical  reverence  was 
attached  to  the  sacred  number  severij  which  was  supposed  to  be  a 
key  to  the  order  of  the  universe.  That  there  were  seven  cardinal 
virtues,  seven  deadly  sins,  seven  sacraments,  seven  days  in  the 
week,  seven  metals,  seven  planets,  and  seven  apertures  in  a  man's 
head,  was  believed  to  afford  sufficient  reason  for  making  the  course 
of  liberal  study  consist  of  seven  arts,  and  occupy  seven  years. 
Following  another  fancy  about  the  relation  of  three  to  four,  in  a 
certain  geometrical  figure,  these  seven  arts  were  divided  into  two 
groups.  The  first  three,  Grammar,  Logic,  and  Rhetoric,  compris- 
ed what  was  called  the  Trivium ;  and  the  remaining  four,  Arith- 
metic, Geometry,  Astronomy,  and  Music  (the  latter  as  a  branch  of 
Arithmetic),  formed  the  Quadrivium.  This  scheme  has  been  hand- 
ed down  from  age  to  age,  and,  with  but  slight  changes,  still  pre- 
dominates in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning,  and  still  power- 
fully reacts  upon  the  inferior  schools."  p.  3. 

This  is  Prof.  Youmans's  way  of  stating  and  generaliring  the  facts 
of  history — exhausting  in  his  view  the  facts  and  the  philosophy 
of  the  history  of  the  modern  systems  against  which  he  contends. 
We  can  scarcely  conceive  where  he  picked  up  this  precious  morsel, 
or  by  what  extraordinary  "  cerebral  paths  "  the  **  nerve  force " 
could  have  walked  in  a  very  peculiarly  ramified  brain  before  it 
culminated  in  the  theory  which,  in  his  view,  casts  such  a  flood 
of  light  upon  the  vicious  methods  which  prevail  in  the  higher  in- 
stitutiond  of  learning. 

In  speaking  of  the  value  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  mental  disci- 
pline, he  asserts :  *^  Indeed,  the  most  thoroughgoing  advocates  of 
these  studies  claim  that  their  disciplinal  value  is  in  the  ratio  of  the 
naked  retentive  power  which  they  call  into  exercise."  To  which 
we  have  only  to  say,  if  this  is  so,  it  is  news  to  us.  We  never 
heard  a  single  advocate  for  these  studies  urge- this  claim.    We 
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doubt  wliether  the  veriest  tyro  of  a  pedagogue  in  the  Latin  gram- 
mar in  the  classic  Und  where  Pompey  and  Marcellas  and  Solon 
have  given  names  to  the  towns,  has  ever  entertained  the  opinion 
here  expressed.  So  far  as  we  know,  the  advocates  of  the  study 
of  the  classics  on  the  ground  of  their  disciplinary  value  have 
never  made  this  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  they  train  the  memory 
to  the  power  of  reproducing  unrelated  words,  or  words  unconnect- 
ed with  thoughts  and  their  relations. 

But  again,  Prof.  Toumans  observes : 

**  If  DOW  it  be  said  that  It  is  not  mere  memory  of  words  that  is  contended  for, 
bat  the  discipline  and  judgment  afforded  by  the  grammatical  study  of  the  Btruc- 
tore  of  language,  the  crashing  answer  is  that  a  dead  language  is  onneoessary  for 
this  discipline,  which  is  far  better  secured  by  the  systematic  study  and  thorough 
logical  analysts  of  the  vernacular  tongue."    p.  6. 

Then,  as  if  to  justify  this  position,  he  argues  at  length,  and 
quotes  authorities  to  prove  that  it  is  very  absurd  to  begin  the 
study  of  language  with  a  study  of  grammar  at  all.  In  this,  the 
logical  power  of  the  advocate  for  culture  demanded  by  modem 
times  is  made  salient  and  conspicuous. 

After  thus  disposing  of  the  languages,  he  dispatches  the  mathe- 
matics by  a  process  equally  summary. 

He  then  proceeds  to  discuss  the  question,  ^'  What  is  the  real  sig- 
nificance of  the  phrase,  ^  discipline  of  the  mind  V  "  To  this  he  re- 
plies :  ^^  By  mental  discipline  is  meant  that  systematic  and  protract- 
ed exercise  of  the  mental  powers  which  is  suited  to  raise  them  to 
their  highest  degree  of  healthful  capability,  and  impart  a  perma- 
nent direction  to  their  activity." 

This  definition  being  presented,  to  which  no  one  need  object,  he 
proceeds  to  enquire : 

"  But,  what  is  thb  basis  of  this  great  fact  of  mental  habits,  by  which  so  spirit- 
ual an  agency  as  mind  becomes  fettered  ?  It  is  a  property  of  the  organie  eontH- 
tfUion,  and  its  consideration  brings  os  down  to  the  firm  physiological  basts  of  the 
whole  subject."  p.  18. 

"  Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  in  future,  mind  is  to  be  studied  in  oonneo- 
iion  with  the  organism  by  which  it  is  conditioned ;  when  we  begin  to  deal  with 
the  problem  of  mental  discipline,  metaphysics  no  longer  avail ;  it  is  the  organism 
with  which  we  have  finally  to  deal."  p.  18. 

"  The  basis  of  edueability,  and  hence  of  mental  disciplines,  is,  therefore,  to  be 
sought  in  the  properties  of  that  nervous  system  by  which  mind  is  manifested. 
That  basis  is  the  law  that  cerebral  effects  are  strengthened  and  made  lasting  by 
tepetition.  When  aa  impression  is  made  upon  the  brain,  a  change  is  produced, 
and  the  effect  remains  in  the  nerve  substance ;  if  it  be  repeated,  the  change  is 
deepened,  and  the  effect  becomes  more  lasting.    If  we  have  a  perception  of  an 
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object,  or  if  we  perfonn  to  action  only  once,  the  nerrous  change  ia  ao  alight  that 
the  idea  may  perhapa  never  reappear,  and  the  act  never  be  repeated ;  if  experi- 
enced twiee,  the  tendency  to  recor  ia  increased ;  if  many  timea,  thia  tendency  ia 
ao  deepened,  and  the  links  of  association  become  so  extended,  that  the  idea  will 
often  be  obtmded  into  thought,  and  the  action  may  take  place  inyoluntarily.  In- 
teUectoal '  capacity '  is  thus  at  bottom  an  affair  of  physical  impressibility,  or  ner- 
Toos  adhesiveneas.  Regard  being  had  to  the  law  that  all  nntritiye  operationi 
i&Tolve  repose,  eohesion  or  completeness  of  association  depends  upon  repetition." 
Of  oonne,  coostitutioos  diflfor  widely  in  this  property,  some  r^oiiing  many  more 
repetitions  than  others,  to  secure  acquirement  This  view  leads  to  important 
praccicsl  concluaiona."  p.  Ifi. 

Some  of  these  practical  coDclofiionB  are  well  stated,  bat  then 
are  not  new,  bat  are  as  old  as  Aristotle.  Nor  are  they  at  all  de- 
pendent apon  the  physiological  basis  apon  which  the  aathor  makes 
them  rest  We  have  perused  with  the  atmost  attention  the 
author's  attempts  to  set  forth  the  theory  of  the  mind's  operations, 
and  which  he  conceives  to  be  furnished  by  the  physiological  facts 
vhich  he  so  ambitiously  parades ;  but  we  cannot  discover  what 
bis  theory  is,  nor  can  we  see  that  either  the  physiological  facts  or 
the  mental  theory,  obscurely  shadowed  forth,  furnish  the  slightest 
grounds  for  his  conclusions  in  respect  to  mental  discipline,  or  the 
kind  of  studies  which  are  best  fitted  to  promote  the  culture  de- 
manded by  modern  life. 

The  physiological  facts  are  not  new — they  are  familiar  to  scores 
of  physiologists  far  more  eminent  than  Maudsley  or  Bain,  who 
find  in  them  no  reason  for  adopting  the  materialistic  view  of  the 
soul  and  its  operations,  which  these  writers  either  very  dimly  con- 
ceive, or  else  dare  not  distinctly  avow. 

Common  places  about  the  waste  of  the  structure  of  the  brain, 
and  the  reflex  action  of  the  nerves,  are  all  very  well  in  their  place,  but 
when  these  are  put  forth  as  a  newly  discovered  and  only  solid  basis 
for  mental  discipline  and  a  special  theory  of  education,  they  must 
be  shown  to  have  some  real  or  logical  connection  with  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  they  are  applied,  if  the  writer  expects  to  gain  the 
attention  or  conVinoe  the  judgment  of  sensible  men. 

MoBSBN  Inquisues.* — ^Thcfirsttwo  of  the  essays  in  this  volume 
have  already  attracted  the  chief  attention  of  the  public,  as  it 

*  Modem  Inquiries ;  olasaical,  professional,  and  misoellaneoos.  By  Jacob 
BisiLow,  M.  D.,  late  President  of  the  American  Academy  of  the  Arts  and 
daencee,  and  late  a  Professor  in  Harvard  UnlTersity.  Boston:  Little,  Brown  A 
Co.    1867.    New  Baven :  Jndd  k  White. 
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might  be  expected  they  woald.  The  first  is  **  on  the  limits  of  ed- 
ucation," and  was  delivered  before  the  Massachusetts  Institate  of 
Technology,  Nov.  16,  1866.  The  second  is  **  On  Classical  and 
Utilitarian  Studies,"  and  was  read  before  the  American  Acade- 
my of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Dec.  20,  1866.  They  both  take  extreme 
ground  in  favor  of  giving  very  great  prominence  to  the  study  of 
the  sciences  and  the  modem  languages,  at  the  expense  of  the 
classics.  They  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as,  in  the  most  emi- 
nent sense  of  the  word,  representative  essays,  and  coming  from  a 
person  of  eminent  respectability,  they  are  likely  to  exert  a  power- 
ful influence.  We  differ  from  the  author  upon  almost  every  posi- 
tion which  he  takes  and  seeks  to  defend,  but  do  not  deem  this  the 
occasion  to  give  the  reasons  for  our  dissent.  We  may  do  this  at 
another  time.  The  author  expresses  his  views  with  entire  good 
temper,  and  with  a  charming  abandonment  and  thoroughgoing 
consistency.  ^ 

There  was  a  time  in  the  boyhood  of  the  writer  of  these  lines, 
when  a  work  written  by  Dr.  Bigelow  was  almost  the  only  volume 
which  he  possessed,  and  was  certainly  esteemed  as  of  the  highest 
authority  and  value.  Dr.  Bigelow's*'*  Plants  of  Boston  and  its 
vicinity  "  was  the  much  prized  companion  for  two  years  of  delight- 
ful devotion  to  botanic  excursions  and  researches.  Had  he  known 
at  that  time  the  views  of  Dr.  Bigelow  respecting  classical  and  util- 
itarian studies,  they  might  have  exerted  a  decisive  influence  upon 
his  mind.  But  some  personal  interest  in  and  experience  of  both 
these  branches  of  knowledge,  and  some  opportunities  of  observa- 
tion upon  the  influence  of  both  in  the  mental  culture  and  discipline 
of  children  and  young  men,  have  only  served  to  confirm  the  im- 
pression that  the  advocates  of  Dr.  Bigelow's  system  are  the  one- 
sided men. 

Tyndall  on  Sound.* — We  doubt  whether  many  men  have 
ever  lived  who  knew  so  well  how  to  popularize  science  without 
divesting  it  of  the  qualities  of  science,  as  the  author  of  this  book. 
Prof.  Tyndall  is  master  of  the  rare  art  of  lecturing  and  experi- 
menting in  print.  He  enables  the  mere  reader  not  only  to  see  the 
apparatus,  watch  the  processes,  and  notice  the  results,  but  eyen  to 

*  8<mnd.  A  course  of  Eight  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Royal  Institution  of 
Great  Britain.  By  John  Ttndall,  LL.  D.,  F.  R  S.,  Professor  of  Natural 
Philosophy  in  the  Royal  Institution,  and  in  the  Royal  School  of  Mines.  New 
Tork:  D.  Appleton  A  Ck>.     1867.     12mo.    pp.  18,  885. 
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hear,  as  it  were,  the  sounds,  and  to  feel  the  inspiration  of  the 
lectarer's  tone  and  manner.  As  rich  in  matter  as  he  is  simple  and 
perspicuoas  in  style,  he  unfolds  to  us  the  results  of  the  latest  and 
profonndest  researches,  often  of  those  original  with  himself,  so 
clearly  and  beautifully  as  not  only  to  impress  them  vividly  on  the 
memory,  but  even  to  make  of  the  dryest  science  very  excellent 
poetry.  The  Science  of  Sound — Acoustics — is  commonly  regarded 
as  by  no  means  the  most  attractive  branch  of  Natural  Philosophy 
Yet,  if  any  of  our  readers,  whether  of  scientific  tastes  or  not, 
shall  take  up  this^  book,  we  venture  u>  preaic\i  that  they  will  read 
it  through  not  only  with  the  greatest  ease  of  comprehension,  but 
also  with  a  positive  delight  growing  as  well  out  of  the  freshness 
and  intrinsic  interest  of  the  scientific  truths,  as  the  novelty  and 
aptness  of  the  illustrations.  The  cuts  are  numerous,  and  the  best 
sabstitute  possible  for  the  apparatus  and  diagrams  of  the  lecture- 
room.  The  work  will  prove  particularly  valuable  and  interesting 
to  teachers,  and  to  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  physical 
theory  of  music  and  of  musical  instruments.  It  is  a  fit  companion 
volome  for  the  Lectures  on  '^  Heat  aa  a  Mode  of  Motion,"  by  the 
same  author. 
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Akhclk  L— the  present  STATE  OF  PHILOSOPHY. 

*'  Not  to  despair  of  philosophy,"  said  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
with  one  of  his  apt  quotations,  ''  i^  a  last  infirmity  of  noble 
minds."  And  certainly  if  ever  a  noble  mind  succeeded  in 
conqnering  that  infirmity,  it  was  his  own.  No  philosopher  in 
modern  times  has  striven  so  hard  to  set  bonnds  to  the  cogni- 
tive instinct,  or  brouglit  to  the  task  such  transcendent  powers. 
Other  thinkers  may  have  had  their  momejits  of  skepticism  or 
misgiving  as  to  the  attainment  of  absolute  truth,  and  some 
may  even  have  abandoned  the  pursuit,  after  long  research,  as 
hopeless;  but  what  was  in  him, from  the  first,  a  constitutional 
tendency  had  become  also  a  philosophical  theory,  and  at 
length  a  religious  creed.  The  discipline  which  he  inculcated 
was  that  of  a  *^  prudent  nescience ;"  .  .  .  .  his  goal  for 
the  intellectual  career  would  be  a  "  learned  ignorance ;"  and 
over  the  very  portal  of  revelation^  he  wrote,  as  a 'flaming 
menace,  the  inscription,  "  To  the  unknown  God."  Even  from 
Philosophy  herself  he  sought  to  wring  stultifying  "  testimonies,'* 
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displaying  the  chance  confessions  of  her  disciples,  in  learned 
array,  as  bjit  so  many  faggots  for  her  faneral  pyre.  If  noth- 
ing is  left  her  bat  to  die,  it  must  be  confessed  that  in  these 
charming  disquisitions  she  can  find  what  Coleridge  terms 
"  her  euthanasy  and  apotheosis." 

But  let  us  not  be  misunderstood.  We  yield  to  i;ione  in  a 
just  appreciation  of  the  great  Edinburgh  philosopher.  As  a 
psychological  thinker  and  scholar,  we  believe  him  to  be  with- 
out peer  or  rival  in  England  or  any  other  country.  He  might 
be  well  styled  the  modern  Aristotle,  were  it  not  that  he  comes 
to  us  enriched  with  the  spoils  of  all  later  schools  of  philosophy. 
Such  keen,  analytic  power,  such  sustained  abstraction,  such 
grasp  of  logic  upon  the  reins  of  fancy,  and  such  absolute 
mastery  of  details  and  principles,  combined  with  such  capti- 
vating stores  of  learning,  and  expressed  in  a  style  at  once  so 
lucid,  nervous,  and  elegant,  never  before  met  in  one  person ; 
and  if  our  hopes  of  the  future  of  philosophy  depended  upon  a 
recurrence  of  precisely  the  same  combination  of  powers  and 
attainments,  we  might  look  for  it  in  vain  in  any  living  author. 

Nor  do  we  forget  the  j)oble  use  which  was  made  of  these 
endowments.  No  one  now  thinks  of  denying  that  the  ''  Pht 
losophy  of  the  Conditioned,"  viewed  as  a  check  upon  the 
"Philosophy  of  the  Absolute,"  has  had,  and  is  still  having,  a 
most  wholesome  influence.  It  was  the  protest  of  robust,  Scot- 
tish common  sense  against  the  vagaries  of  Gtenrian  transcend- 
entalism, and  the  dazzling  generalizations  of  French  eclecti- 
cism. Appearing  at  a  time  when  philosophy  seemed  in  a  fair 
way  to  degenerate  into  mere  speculative  cosmogony,  it  served 
to  dissipate  the  brilliant  worid-bubbles  with  which  grave  think- 
ers were  amusing  themselves,  and  has  already  restored  a  more 
healthy  and  masculine  tone  to  all  modem  thinking.  The  re- 
sult is,  that  the  philosopher  no  longer  seeks,  spider-like,  to 
Bpin  the  whole  phenomenal  universe  as  a  mere  gossamer  of 
abstractions  out  of  his  own  subjectivity,  mistaking  the  flimsy 
logic  of  man  for  the  essential  process  of  nature ;  but  is  con- 
tent to  explore  cautiously  the  region  of  facts  and  principles, 
recognizing,  at  every  step,  the  limitations,  as  well  as  the 
capacities,  of  his  own  mental  constitution.  To  have  thus 
checked  the  speculative  propensity  in  the  midst  of  a  wide 
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spreading  hallacinatioiiy  and  brought  it  back  to  the  paths  of 
reaBOQ  and  common  sense,  is  a  service  which  CQ^not  be  too 
gratefully  felt,  and  will  place  the  name  of  Hamilton  among 
the  brightest  in  the  annals  of  philosophy. 

We  make  these  preliminary  admissions,  not  merely  becanse 
we  have  no  sympathy  with  that  invidious  spirit  of  criticism 
which  seeks  to  drag  a  great  man  from  his  well-earned  niche  of 
fame,  as  lately  manifested  in  some  quarters,  but  also  because  a 
discriminating  prai&e  is  the  best  tribute  to  his  real  merits,  and 
to  that  cause  of  sound  philosophy  which  he  espoused.  If  we 
distinguish  between  Hamilton  as  a  logician  and  psychologist| 
and  Hamilton  as  a  metaphysician  and  ontologist,  questioning 
his  preeminence  in  the  latter  characters,  while  we  hold  to  it  in 
the  former,  we  shall  only  be  estimating  him  as  he  chose  hi^l- 
self  to  be  estimated,  and  not  quarrel  with  I^ature  that  she 
could  not  give  him  an  insight  that  would  have  misled  his 
Quderstanding,  but  must  needs  have  made  him  less  the  thinker 
and  sage  that  he  might  be  all  the  more  the  reasoner  and 
scholar. 

Kor  will  we,  in  the  least,  undervalue  the  polemical  uses  of 
his  l<^c  against  false  philosophy,  by  insisting  upon  its  entire 
want  of  positive  fruit  and  constructive  power,  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  he  did  not  himself  pretend  to  build  up  any- 
thing in  place  of  the  systems  he  had  destroyed,  but  rather 
Btrore  to  demonstrate  that  we  have  neither  tbundation  tior 
material  for  absolute  science  or  knowledge  of  things  as  they 
are,  and  that  all  efforts  after  such  knowledge  must,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  be  abortive. 

It  is  in  fact  not  so  much  with  the  master  as  with  the  disci- 
ples that  we  join  issue.  We  believe  them  to  have  made  a  use 
of  his  doctrine  of  nescience  which,  however  naturally  it  may 
have  followed,  he  did  not  foresee,  and  could  not  have  a(pproved. 
What  was  perhaps  meant  to  serve  as  a  mere  logical  discipline 
and  safeguard,  has  been  hastily  applied  by  one  party  to  ques- 
tions of  religion,  and  by  another  to  questions  of  philosophy, 
in  a  manner  suited  to  bring  them  both  into  contempt.  As  a 
consequence,  we  behold  at  the  feet  of  the  same  teacher  a 
school  of  Christian  apologists  resolving  the  material  of  faith 
into  sheer  contradiction,  and  a  school  of  skeptical  scientists  re- 
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solving  the  material  of  knowledge  into  pure  mystery.  Scarcely 
has  Mr.  Mansel,  from  the  extreme  right,  brought  forward  his 
theory  of  a  regulative  revelation  wliich  shall  accommodate 
the  truth  to  our  faculties,  when  Mr.  Spencer,  from  the  extreme 
left,  rejoins  i^ith  a  homily  on  the  "  impiety  " — '*  the  transcend- 
ent audacity  which  claims  to  penetrate  the  secrets  of  the 
Power  manifested  to  us  through  all  existence — nay,  even  to 
stand  behind  that  power  and  note  the  conditions  to  its  action." 
Thus  the  very  cant  of  divines  is  becoming  the  creed  of  think- 
ers, at  the  same  time  that  the' speculations  of  thinkers  are 
made  the  dogmas  of  divines ;  and  we  are  ready  to  fancy  our- 
selves looking  at  a  sort  of  philosophical  masquerade,  in  which 
orthodoxy  itself  strives  to  be  wise  above  that  which  is  written, 
while  even  infidelity  afiects  to  be  meek  and  lowly. 

There  is  of  course  somewhat  of  good  as  well  as  evil  in  these 
extraordinary  interactions.  Tliey  illustrate  that  beneficent 
law  of  progress  by  which  extremists  are  sometimes  driven  to 
exchange  positions  before  they  settle  into  a  just  agreement ; 
and  we  cite  them,  ndt  merely  in  proof  that  the  mission  of  the 
Hamiltonian  metaphysics  is  drawing  to  a  close,  but  also  as 
signs  of  a  better  day  which  we  may  hope  it  is  heralding. 
Everything,  indeed,  in  the  present  state  of  philosophy,  be- 
tokens a  crisis  already  passed,  and  a  commencing  return  to 
the  normal  use  of  reason.  The  genius  of  modern  research, 
after  a  long  course  of  speculation,  in  which'  it  has  been  hur- 
ried to  the  wildest  extremes,  by  turns  accepting  and  rejecting 
the  most  opposite  premises,  now  denyiiig  what  it  would  be 
next  to  madness  to  doubt,  anon  admitting  what  it  would  be 
almost  idiocy  to  believe,  seems  at  length  to  have  run  the 
entire  round  of  theories  and  exhausted  the  utmost  capacity  of 
thought;  and  that  very  apathy  which  its  excesses  have  engen- 
dered, amounting  in  some  minds  to  a  cynical  unbelief,  and 
tinging  at  times  the  most  serious  themes  with  satire,  may 
prove  to  be  but  the  wholesome  disgust  with  which  it  is  going 
back  to  the  ways  of  simplicity  and  truth.  One  might  almost 
liken  its  present  posture  to  that  of  heathen  philosophy  at  the 
dawn  of  Christianity,  when,  after  having  pursued  from  dire 
necessity,  rather   than    perverse    choice,   the  same  fruitless 
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career,  it  sat  among  decaying  superstitions  and  errors,  as  in  the 
melancholy  twilight  yearning  for  the  dny-spring. 

We  have  accorded  to  Hamilton  the  merit  of  this  great  re- 
action ;  bnt  we  cannot  abide  in  the  mere  reaction  itself  as  a 
finality.  His  theory  of  absolute  ignorance,  salutary  as  it  has 
proved  for  a  time,  appears  to  us  as  little  lively  to  exhaust  the 
function  of  philosophy  as  to  bring  about  *^  a  peace  among 
philosophers  themselves,"  While  we  may  join  him  in  repn- 
diatino:  the  vain  dogma  of  an  immediate  omniscience,  we 
most  still  question  if  the  only  alternative  be  that  of  simple 
nescience.  It  would  seem  to  be  as  irrational  to  assume  that 
man  can  know  nothing  as  to  presnme  that  he  can  know  every- 
thing. And  the  Conditionist  has,  in  fact,  proved  to  be  quite  as 
one-sided  and  reckless  a  thinker  as  the  much  abused  Abso- 
lutist. If  we  accept  as  true  of  him,  in  the  words  of  Hamilton, 
what  Virgil  says  of  -^neas,  contemplating  in  the  prophetic 
sculpture  of  his  shield  the  future  glories  of  Rome, 

"  Reramqne  ignams,  imagine  gftiidet ;" 

yet,  we  must  add,  at  the  ^risk  of  marring  so  classic  a  figure, 
that  he  is  but  like  the  rash  knight  in  the  fable,  pronouncing 
upon  an  escutcheon  which  is  viewed  by  his  anatgonist  from  the 
opposite  side ;  and  now  that  each  has  at  length  fought  his  way 
to  the  other's  position,  it  only  remains  that  both  shonld 
generously  lose  sight  of  their  several  errors  in  the  recognition 
of  their  common  truth. 

Snch  a  candid  comparison  of  the  two  great  phases  of  mod- 
em thought  has  indeed  come  to  be  the  first  duty  of  the 
philosopher.  And  it  is  fortunate  that  his  task  is  at  length  so 
simple  and  obvious.  A  little  reflection  will  show  that  but  one 
course  is  now  open  to  the  speculative  mind.  It  would  be 
folly  to  reject  either  of  its  present  tendencies,  merely  because 
of  their  extreme  development,  and  it  would  bc/imposeible  to 
hold  to  both  in  their  existing  antagonism.  Accepting  each  as 
alike  with  the  other  legitimate  and  irrepressible,  we  must  find 
for  them,  in  their  rebound,  some  middle  region  of  belief  or 
theory  which  they  can  hold  in  common,  and  some  healthy 
interaction  by  means  of  which  their  dissolving  contrasts  shall 
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vanish  in  the  unity  of  tnith,  the  harmony  of  knowledge,  and 
the  perfection  of  reason. 

In  other  words,  the  problem  which  is  now  to  be  met  is  that 
of  a  logieal  conciliation  of  the  Aheolute  Philosophy  and  the 
Positvoe  Philosophy^  in  some  one  final  philosophy  which  shall 
he  their  sequel  and  complement 

And  to  this  great  problem  the  foremost  thinkers  of  the  age 
would  seem  to  be  already  addressing  themselves ;  more  or  less 
consciously  it  may  be,  but  not  without  hopefulness.  The  very 
exigency  out  of  which  it  arises  has  brought  with  it  a  spirit 
favorable  to  the  inquiry.  That  failure  of  the  speculative 
faculty,  in  any.  tingle  direction  to  find  for  itself  a  complete 
theory  of  knowledge,  while  it  may  have  driven  some  minds 
into  skepticism,  and  others  into  mysticism,  has  but  served,  in 
the  more  moderate  class,  to  foster  those  philosophic  virtues  of 
caution,  humility,  patience,  candor,  and  catholicity,  which  are 
most  needed  in  a  work  of  conciliation  and  reconstruction,  and 
now  only  wait  to  be  led  into  action.  At  least  we  very  much 
mistake  the  tone  of  some  later  speculations  if  this  is  not  a 
common  and  growing  feeling ;  and  it  is  in  the  hope  of  express- 
ing it  that  we  propose  to  state  the  question  which  we  have 
represented  as  emerging,  and  to  indicate,  as  far  as  may  be,  the 
probable  course  of  philosophical  opinion  respecting  it. 

It  is  ptiten  said  that  there  are,  as  there  could  be,  and  haVe 
been,  but  two  distinct  aims  or  tendencies  of  the  philosophic 
mind.     Old  as  the  rival  schools  of  Plato  and  Aristotle,  we 
behold  them  reappearing  with  extraordinary  vigor  in  modern 
Europe;  the  one  mainly  pursued  by  a  line  of  German  think 
ers,   extending  from  Kant  to   Hegel,   and   the   other  by  a 
line  of  English  thinkers,  extending  from  Bacon  to  Hamilton  ; 
while,  by  the  constructive  genius  of  the  French,   they  have 
been   respectively  systematized  in  the  Absolutism  of  Cousin, 
and  the  Positivism  of  Comte.     We  'assign  such  positions  to 
the  two  last  named  thinkers,  because  tliey  are  in  fact  the  most 
consistent  and  consequent  representatives  of  the  schools  to 
which  they  severally  belong.     Cousin  was  proud  to  acknowl- 
edge himself  a  pupil  of  Hegel,  and,   better  than  any  other 
philosopher  out  of  Germany,  succeeded    in    mastering  the 
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doctrine  of  the  Absolute,  and  bringing  it  to  completeness;* 
and  althoDgh  Gomte  was  indeed  a  stranger  to  Hamilton  \n 
everything  bat  his  premises,  and  differed  from  him  in  all 
other  respects  as  widely  as  one  philosopher  conld  differ  from 
another,  yet  there  is  no  writer,  either  in  or  ont  of  England, 
who  has  so  vigorously  carried  ont  the  doctrine  of  the  con- 
ditioned in  the  domain  of  science,  or  so.  completely  filled  np 
tlie  hiatus  which  it  leaves  in  that  of  religion  ;  neither  Mr. 
Spencer,  with  his  reverence  for  the  unknowable,  nor  Mr. 
Hansel,  with  his  anthropomorphic  revelation,  being  half  so 
philosophical  as  the  foander  of  th^new  ^^  Religion  of  Human- 
ity," who  at  least  knew  what  he  professed  to  worship,  while 
they  profess  to  worship  they  know  not  what 

We  need  hardly  say  that  in  thns  classing  together  different 
thinkers  as  absolutists  oi*  positivists,  we  mean  only  to  impnte 
to  then)  what  they  held  in  common,  even  thongh  it  may  have 
been  without  concert,  and  to  find  for  ourselves  concise  terms  to 
indicate  the  two  great  parties  into  which  the  philosophical 
world  has  become  divided  in  respect  to  the  validity  and 
extent  of  6xxr  knowledge,  which  is  the  great  paramount 
problem  to  be  considered*  However  much  such  writers  as 
Ficbte,  ScheUing,  Hegel,  Cousin,  Ferrier,  and  Calderwood 
may  disagree  upon  minor  questions,  yet  they  are  all  easily 
recognized  as  advocates  of  that  solution  of  the  problem  known 
as  the  Philosophy  of  the  Absolute;  in  the  same  manner  that 
Bamilton,  Mansel,  Spencer,  Lewes,  Stuart  Mill,  and  Comte, 
thongh  but  ill  assorted  in  many  respects,  must  be  ranked 
together  as  defenders  of  an  opposite  solution  of  it,  termed 
the't^ositive  Philosophy  or  the  Philosophy  of  the  Conditioned. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  indeed,  that  better  terms  could  not  be 
found  for  expressing  such  iniportant  distinctions;  but  the 
wide  currency  which  these  have  obtained,   the  recognized 

*  The  abflfJutiBin  of  this  acute  thinker  mod  briUiant  writer  may  be  distinguiehed 
from  his  80-called  eclecticism,  which  might  rather  be  termed  a  splendid  piece  of 
philfwophieal  syncretiiim,  inasmuch  as  the  fonr  systeme  Agaring  in  his  analysis, 
ieonialism,  idealism,  skepticism,  and  mysticism,  instead  of  being  wronghi  into 
soy  resultant  body  of  doctrine,  seem  only  to  be  represented  as  vagtie,  specolative 
movemente,  erer  succeeding  and  destroying  one  another  in  the  history  of  phi 
losoph J,  almost  without  any  content  of  positive  knowledge  or  issue  of  substan 
tisl  truth,  or  even  promise  of  intelligible  result. 
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Reuse  which  is  attached  to  them,  and  the  difficnlty,  at  the 
present  stage  of  inqnirj,  of  inventing  others,  more  precise  and 
jet  as  comprehensive,  seem  to  leave  ns  no  alternative  bnt  to 
use  them  wfth  such  explanations  as  maj  serve  to  fix  and  guard 
their  meaning.''^ 

Let  it  then  be  premised  that  the  words  AhsohUe  and  Posi* 
tive  will  here  be  employed  only  in  their  strictest  etymological 
sense  and  most  philosophical  application,  as  correlate  adjec- 
tives ;  the  former  meaning  that  which  is  absolved  or  loosed 
frorp  any  necessary  relation  ;  what  it  is  as  existing  by  itself,  in 
its  own  interior  essence,  disconnected  from  our  minds  and  nei- 
ther conditioned  nor  modified  by  onr  cognitive  fticnlties ;  and 
the  latter  meaning  that  which  isponted  or  fixed  in  some  con- 
tingent relation ;  what  it  appears  as  manifested  to  us,  under 
its  phenomenal  character,  in  connection  with  onr  minds,  and 
either  conditioned  or  modified  by  our  cognitive  faculties.  Ac- 
cording to  these  definitions,  it  will  be  found  that  that  which  is 
positive  must  also  be  finite^  embracing  only  manifested  exist- 
ence, while  that  which  is  absolute  may  also  be  Lfjinite,  em- 
bracing all  real  existence ;  and  also,  that  both  taken  together, 
Jn  a  religious  sense,  will  imply  each  other  as  the  coexisting 
creation  and  Creator.f    The  two  ideas,  however,  will  come  out 

*  The  terms  InUalimi  and  lUalitm,  Spiritudliam  iind  MaUri<UUm,  ar«  also  ia 
general  use,  bat  they  are  hardly  preeiae  enough  for  the  present  parpoee ;  while 
Smpirieimn  and  TVanieendenialism^  though  sofficiently  preoise,  are  wanting  in 
eomprehensiyeness,  as  both  of  them  obviously  refer  to  the  mere  proces:^  of 
knowledge  rather  ihan  to  its  content  or  measure.  But  Ponititfimt  and  Abtoiutiitm, 
besides  bein^  free  from  that  somewhat  opprobrious  sense  which  the  other  terms 
have  aeqnired  as  popular  epitbeta,  will  respectively  express  the  materiiil  and  the 
spiritual,  the  ideal  and  the  real  departments  of  knowledge,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  characterize  the  two  great  systems  of  knowledge  with  which  we  are  familiar 
as  the  extreme  results  of  the  empirical  and  transcendental  methods.  It  will  be 
found,  however,  that  in  most  cases  in  this  Article,  whera  these  terms  huye  been 
used,  either  of  the  other  sets  qf  terms  might  be  substituted. 

f  It  wiU  be  seen  that  the  words  Abtoluie  and  Infinite  are  here  employed  in 
that  sense  in  which  Sir  William  Hamilton  himself  (Discussions,  Art  L)  admits 
them  to  be  perfeetly  conatstent,  and  in  which  alone,  as  Mr.  Mill  has  conclusively 
shown  (Examination  of  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  PhUoeophy,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  50-74),  they 
can  be  treated  aa  other  than  the  merest  abBtractions.  If  strictly  speaking,  it  be 
difficult  to  conceive  of  any  finite  reality,  in  the  world  of  matter  or  mind,  as  abso- 
lute, yet  the  conception  of  the  one  anpreme  reality,  Qod,  as  an  Absolute  and  In- 
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more  clearly  as  we  proceed  to  diBtingnish  the  antagonistic 
pbiloeophies  which  are  founded  upon  them. 

We  first  inquire.  What  is  Positivism  ? 

The  Positivist  may  in  general  be  said  to  deal  with  things 
only  as  they  positively  appear ;  with  facts  and  the  laws  of 
facta;  or,  as  it  is  more  technically  expressed,  with  the  unifor- 
imxm  of  enccession  and  coexistence,  which  obtain  among 
pbenomena.  These  he  takes  to  be  the  sole  material  of  exact 
knowledge,  and  restricts  the  philosopher  to  the  task  of  investi- 
gating and  classifying  them.  The  method  he  pursues  is  a 
pofiierifiriy  empirical,  that  of  induction,  or  the  ascent  from  par- 
ticnlars  to  generals,  from  facts  to  principles ;  the  facnltj  upon 
which  he  relies  is  the  sensuous  understanding ;  and  the  out- 
ward means  which  he  employs  are  such  as  observation,  com* 
parieon,  and  experiment.  He  is  in  his  temperament  practical, 
logical,  and  exact ;  a  man  of  facts,  who  scoffs  at  ideas  as  but 
the  mere  chaff  of  things,  and  is  not  to  be  reasoned  out  of  hie 
senses. 

We  next  inquire.  What  is  Absolutism  ? 

The  Absolutist  may  in  general  be  said  to  deal  with  things 
as  they  absolutely  are ;  with  realities  and  causes ;  or  with  what 
are  technically  termed  substances,  essences,  noumena,  occult 
powers  and  principles.  These  he  holds  to  be  the  only  objects 
of  real  knowledge,  and  calls  upon  the  philosopher  to  boldly 
seize  them,  and  thence  unfold  the  sum  of  truth.  Ihe  method 
which  he  pursues,  is  a  priori^  transcendental,  that  of  deduc- 
tion, or  the  descent  from  generals  to  particulars,  from  princi- 
ples to  facts ;  the  faculty  upon  which  he  relies  is  the  pure  rea- 
son ;  and  the  inward  processes  to  which  he  yields  himself  are 
those  of  insight,  conjecture,  and  speculation.  He  is  in  his 
habit  of  mind  contemplative,  abstract,  and  theoretical ;  a  man 
of  ideas,  who  eschews  facts  as  but  the  mere  husks  of  truth, 
and  is  not  to  be  hoodwinked  by  his  senses. 


finite  Penon,  so  far  from  invoWing  any  of  Mr.  ManwVa  negations  and  contra- 
dictions, is  in  fact  the  most  positive  and  congrnoos  conception  of  which  the  homan 
mind  is  capable,  since  only  by  means  of  it  can  wo  construct  the  totality  of  phe* 
nomena  as  a  scientific  unity,  an  etuieinhU  of  facts  and  laws  with  their  First  and 
Final  Canse. 
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We  are  ready  now  to  distingnish  the  two  philoeophies,  or 
philoBophical  tendencieA,  from  each  other. 

As  opposed  to  the  Abeolntist,  the  Poeitivist  holds  a  doctrine 
of  human  nescience.  Howsoever  it  may  be  with  God  or  other 
beings,  man,  he  maintains,  is  so  limited  by  his  cognitive  facul- 
ties that  he  neither  knows,  nor  can  kfK)w,  aught  of  things  as 
they  absolutely  are  in  themselves,  but  only  as  they  appear  to 
him,  or  are  represented  to  him  in  the  modifying  process  of  his 
own  intelligence.  Conversant  with  these  mere  appearances 
or  phenomena^  he  must  utterly  ignore  their  accompanying 
noumena  or  substances  as  realities  which  he  may  indeed  be- 
lieve, but  can  no  more  conceive  than  the  blind  can  fancy  colors 
or  the  deaf  imagine  sounds,  and  which  in  fact,  for  anything 
he  knows,  as  they  appear  to  the  inhabitants  of  Saturn  and  Ju- 
piter would  be  to  him  as  inconceivable  as  c  Jors  of  sounds,  or 
sounds  of  colors.  And  to  this  deficiency  in  the  mode  of  our 
knowledge,  he  would  add  a  necessary  limitation  as  to  its  ex- 
tent. Finite  minds  cannot  hope  to  take  in  the  boundless  un- 
known, under  all  its  manifold  aspects.  As  related  to  man,  the 
universe,  of  which  he  forms  a  part,  is  like  a  polygon  with  but 
one  of  its  infinitesimal  sides  adjusted  to  his  capacity,  and 
every  attempt  to  embrace,  even  in  thought,  the  Infinite  and 
Absolute  Reality  can  only  recoil  upon  him  in  mere  negation 
and  contradiction.*  That  philosopher  in  fact  who  dreams  of 
actually  transcending  the  finite  understanding  and  soaring  to 
some  extra-human  height  of  speculation,  whence  he  may  sur- 
vey all  existence  in  its  essences,  origins,  and  tendencies,  is 
simply  out  of  his  senses.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  the  better  part 
of  wisdom  and  common  sense  to  take  the  world  as  we  find  it, 
without  vainly  seeking  to  revise  or  comprehend  it? 

As  opposed  to  the  Positivist,  the  Absolutist  holds  a  doctrine 
of  human  omniscience.  Real  knowledge,  he  insists,  must  be 
the  same  in  man  as  in  God  and  all  cognitive  beings,  and  so  far 
from  being  restricted  to  mere  phenomena,  it  may,  and  often 
does,  involve  an  apprehension  of  things  as  in  reality  the  very 
opposite  of  their  appearance.  We  know,  for  example,  in  spite 
of  the  misrepresentations  of  our  senses,  that  the  earth  moves 

*  Hamllton^B  Metaphysioe,  Lecture  YIII. 
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around  the  snn,  and  though  both  son  and  earth  Bhonld  appear 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Satnm  or  Jnpiter  to  be  moving  around 
them,  yet  their  science  or  actual  knowledge  of  the  facts  could 
not  possibly  differ  in  kind  from  ours,  or  even  from  Omniscience 
itself.    Nor  is  it  necessary,  in  his  view,  to  set  any  bounds  to 
such  knowledge.    Finite  as  man  may  be,  he  is  nevertheless  the 
microcosm  which  reflects  the  whole  macrocosm  of  the  universe, 
as  the  dewdrop  reflects <  the  cope  of  heaven,  and  may  embrace 
the  Infinite  and  Absolute  Reality  in  his  very  consciousness,  or 
seize  it  in  one  swift  intuition  of  his  intellect,  or  unerringly  re- 
capitulate it  in  his  logic.    That  philosopher,  indeed,  who  for- 
feits these  god-like  powers  of  vision  and   apprehension,  to 
burrow  afW  his  five  senses  among  a  few  facts,  has  but  fallen 
from  his  humanity,  and  lost  his  reason.    Is  it  not  therefore  the 
nobler  part  of  the  creature  to  enter  into  the  wisdom  of  the 
Creator,  and  find  out  that  ideal  of  the  creation  which  is  be- 
coming actual } 

Let  us  next  trace  the  two  philosophies  to  their  final  results, 
in  the  more  practical  spheres  where  they  issue. 

On  the  one  side,  the  extreme  Positivist  becomes  at  length  a 
skeptic  in  religion  as  well  as  in  science.  Having  ignored  the 
Absolute,  or  resolved  it  into  contradictions,  he  cannot  long  re- 
tain as  credible  that  which  he  has  proved  to  be  both  incog- 
nizable and  inconceivable ;  he  cannot  believe  in  that  which  he 
can  neither  think  nor  know.  He  is  therefore  left  without  God 
in  the  world.  And  the  universe  remains  to  him  but  as  a 
museum  of  dry  facts ;  life  as  but  a  struggle  against  death  ;  and 
nature  as  but  the  splendid  tomb  of  man.  Or,  if  he  recoil 
from  this  gulf  of  atheism,  it  is  only  to  frame  for  himself,  out 
of  the  remaining  social  phenomena  with  which  he  has  to  deal, 
a  kind  of  scientific  religion,  with  Humanity  for  his  Qod,savans 
for  his  priests,  industry  for  his  worship,  fame  for  his  immortal- 
ity, and  a  civilized  earth  as  his  heaven. 

On  the  other  side,  the  extreme  absolutist  becomes  at  length 
a  mystic  in  science  as  well  as  in  religion.  Having  transcended 
all  positive  phenomena,  or  absorbed  them  in  the  process  of 
reason,  he  claims  that  to  be  fully  comprehensible  which  he  has 
proved  to  be  conceivable;  he  believes  he  can  know  whatsoever 
he  can  think.    Both  the  world  therefore  and  God  are  lost  in 
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himself;  and  the  universe  becomes  to  him  but  as  a  passing 
vision  of  phenonieha;  time  but  as  a  mere  shadow  of  eternity ; 
and  man  but  as  a  gilded  bubble  on  the  stream  of  nature.  And 
not  dizzied  at  this  height  of  pantheism,  he  even  dreams  of  a 
kind  of  intuitive  omniscience,  by  which  both  experience  and 
revelation  are  to  be  superseded,  facts  resolved  into  ideas,  crea- 
tion reduced  to  logic,  and  the  whole  dissolving  universe  revised 
from  its  genesis  to  its  apocalypse. 

The  eye  may  now  assist  the  mind,  if  we  view  the  opposite 
terms  of  the  two  philosophies  in  parallel  columns.  They  will 
exhibit  their  contrasts  under  several  heads : — 

(1.)  A%  to  the  material  of  eognitian. 

Appearances versus Realities. 

Phenomena "  Koumena. 

Quantiiies **  EMeoces. 

Accidents '*  Substances. 

FacU/...^ "  ..Ideas. 

Laws "  Reasons. 

EflFects "  Causes. 

Instances *'  Axioms. 

The  Contingent "  The  Necessary. 

The  Particular "  The  Universal 

The  Multiple -. *\  The  Total 

The  Finite "  The  Infinite. 

The  Conditioned **  The  Unconditioned. 

(2.)  As  to  the  faculties  of  Cognition, 

The  Understanding versus The  Reason. 

^      SensaUon "  Reflection. 

Perception *'  Intuition. 

ObeenratioD "  Insight. 

Experiment "  Conjecture. 

A  posteriori  process "  , A  priori  process. 

Induction **  Deduction. 

Analysis    '*  Synthesis. 

Generalization *'  Hypothesis. 

Common  Sense **  Genius. 

Discovery '.     "  Revelation. 

(8.)  As  to  eonsequenoes  or  tendencies. 

Sensationalism versus Idealism. 

Skepticism "     Mysticism. 

Empiricism  **     Transcendentalism. 

Materialism "     Spiritualism. 

Atheiflm "     Pantheism. 
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Other  terme,  of  like  import,  might  be  added  to  each  cate- 
gory, bnt  these  may  suffice  as  familiar  specimens.       • 

To  sum  up  the  results  of  the  whole  comparison  in  a  few 
wordB:  The  absolutist,  trnsting  solely  to  his  reason,  wonld  pene- 
trate behind  or  beyond  plienomena  in  search  of  their  essence 
or  cause,  and  endeavor  .by  mere  logical  process  from  assnmed 
principles  to  revise  and  reconstruct  the  existing  universe ;  while 
the  positivist,  trusting  solely  to  hia  senses,  wpuld  abandon  reali- 
ties for  their  appearances  or  phenomena,  and  endeavor  by 
mere  empirical  process  from  admitted  facts  to  investigate  and 
modify  the  existing  universe.  And  while  the  former  would 
erect  the  sciences  into  a  system  of  philosophic  omniscience,  and 
80  abruptly  consnmmate  the  task  of  philosophy,  the  other  wonld 
as  abruptly  leave  it  incomplete,  by  erecting  them  into  a  system 
of  philosophic  nescience.  Thus  the  pyramid  might  serve  as  a 
symbol  of  the  one  and  the  obelisk  of  the  other.  And'  if, 
adopting  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  quotations,  to  the  one  we  apply 
the  maxim  of  Abelard,  ^'Intellige,  nt  credas,"  to  the  other 
might  be  applied  that  of  Anselm,  '*  Crede.  ut  intelligas.'' 

Such  are  the  two  philosophies  to  be  reconciled.  And  we  ask, 
,  if  to  merely  state  them  with  any  fairness  is  not  to  find  them 
already  somewhat  accordant  ?  Why  should  we  be  in  haste  to 
reject  one  more  than  the  other,  or  to  maintain  one  against  the 
otlier?  Who  would  be  so  bold  as  to  ignore  either  category  of 
cc^nizable  material :  phenomena  or  noumena  ?  or  so  rash  as  to 
obliterate  either  class  (»f  cognitive  faculties;  the  empirical  or 
the  rational  f  or  so  vain  as  to  dream  of  swallowing  up  the  cog- 
nitive capacity,  either  irr  infinite  knowledge  or  in  absolute 
ignorance?  Which  of  the  two  philosophies  alone,  without  the, 
other,  could  develop  our  whole  power  of  knowing,  or  exhaust 
the  ejitire  sura  of  the-knowable  ?  May  they  not  both  be  essen- 
tial to  the  completion  of  philosophy  ?  And  must  we  not  begin 
to  look  for  the  grounds  and  meaiis  of  their  conciliation  ? 

Our  first  argument  for  this  view  is,  that  both  philosophies 
are  deeply  rooted  in  the  human  mind  and  have  grown  and 
spread  for  centuries  in  history,  until  now  they  have  become 
interwoven  with  the  most  precious  interests  of  civilization. 

There  is  no  sound  mental  constitution  in  which  the  germs  of 
both  are  not  to  be  found,  or  from  which  they  can  be  wholly 
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extirpated  In  every  community  of  scholars,  in  every  circle 
of  thinkers,  their  respective  representatives  will  appear.  Every 
man  may  be  said  to  be  characterized  by  one  or  tbe  other. 
Some  are  such  intense  positivists,  they  will  confine  themselves 
to  the  few  facts  within  reach  of  their  senses,  pronouncing  all 
beyond  these  a  region  of  pure  tiedth  or  mere  coT\]ecture ;  some 
are  such  thorough  absolutists,  they  will  almost  question  facts 
themselves  until  they  have  gone  behind  them  in  search  of  their 
causes  and  reasons;  still  others  would  seem  to  be  absolutists 
as  to  one  set  of  facts  and  positivists  as  to  another,  or  absolu- 
tists and  positivists  by  turns  as  to  the  same  facts,  according  to 
their  prejudice^  or  circumstances.  The  skeptic  in  religion 
^  will  be  a  mystic  in  science  and  become  the  dupe  of  any  vulgar 
imposture;  or  the  mystic  in  religion  will  be  a  skeptic  in 
science  and  dogmatize  against  mathematical  certainty  itself; 
or  the  most  exact  scientist,  alike  with  the  most  devout  re- 
ligionist, will  be  found  culling  texts  or  facts  to  suit  some  wild 
hypothesis.  But  be  who  is  wholly  without  one  or  the  other  of 
these  philosophical  elements,  or  possessing  one  denies  or  sup- 
presses the  other,  can  only  serve  as  an  examplejof  an  undevel- 
oped or  abnormal  intellect. 

And  what  is  thus  patent  in  the  very  constitution  of  the 
human  intellect  has  been  conspicuous  throughout  history. 
Everywhere,  and  in  all  ages,  these  two  original  tendencies 
have  appeared,  acting  and  reacting  upon  each  other,  and  by 
turns  predominating  in  the  whole  existing  civilization.  If  we 
go  back  to  the  primitive  world,  we  shall  behold  them  upon  a 
gr&nd  scale,  diverging  eastward  and  westward  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  globe,  until  they  have  reached  their  extreme 
development  as  literal  antipodes  of  thought,  in  that  Asiatic 
absolutism  which  would  lose  the  finite  in  the  infinite  as  but  a 
dream  of  Brahm;  and  that  European  positivism  which  would 
lose  the  infinite  in  the  finite  under  even  a  bit  of  consecrated 
bread.  Or,  if  we  view  them  upon  a  smaller  scale,  as  develop- 
ed in  that  part  of  the  world  with  which  we  are  most  familiar, 
we  have  but  to  think  of  such  representative  names  as  Plato 
and  Aristotle  in  Greek  philosophy,  Anselm  and  Abelard  in 
scholastic  philosophy,  Bacon  and  Descartes  in  modern  philo- 
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sopby,  and  Hegel  and  Comte  in  existing  philoaophy,  in  order 

to  see  tliat  he  moftUBimpIy  strike  out  one  page  of  hiatorj,  who 

woold  Ignore  either  of  the  two  tendencies. 

It  is  true  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  write  the  history 
of  philosophy,  in  the  interest  of  one  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other,  or  at  least  to  press  the  evidence  of  one  in  a  partisan 
spirit,  against  that  of  the  other.    The  ^^  Philosophical  Testi- 
monies," adduced  by  Hamilton,  bear  marks  of  that  erudition 
for  which  he  was  so  distinguished,  and  yet,  regarded  as  a  strict 
historic  induction,  they^are  open  to  at  least  three  serious  objec- 
tions: 1st.  They  consist  mainly  of  a  mere  crude  aggregate  of 
Dames,  authorities,  maxims,  extracts,  culled  with  a  foregone 
purpose,  and  without  anything  in  the  nature  of  an  exhaustive^ 
survey,  of  all  the  intellectual  phenomena  of  the  periods  to 
which  they  severally  belong.    2d.  Many  of  them,  especially 
those  pertaining  to  the  scholastic  age,  are  simply  religious  con- 
fessions of  the  weakness  and  depravity  ^  the  carnal  under- 
standing, rather  than  philosophical  definitions  of  the  normal 
limits  and  capacities  of  the  intellect.    8d.  Such  of  them  as 
are  strictly  philosophical  can  easily  be  balanced  if  not  out- 
weighed, by  numerous  and  powerful  testimonies  to  the  opposite 
doctrine.     Place  in  the  scale  with  this  treatise  the  equally 
learned   and  sagacious  work  of  Oousin  on  the  History  of 
Philosophy,  and  it  will  be  seen,  that  History  refuses  to  com- 
mit herself  to  one  tendency  more  than  the  other,  but  claims 
both  as  alike  ineradicable  and  universal. 

And  as  a  consequence  of  their  deep  roots  and  long  growth 
in  the  past  life  of  the  race,  they  have  sent  forth  and  inter- 
woven their  branches  through  all  modem  society.  In  their 
wake  have  followed  portentous  systems  of  science,  politics, 
and  religion,  which  as  simple  monuments  of  speculative 
energy  are  suited  to  fill  the  mind  with  wonder,  while  in  their 
practical  bearings  upon  the  most  vital  interests,  they  are 
already  formidable  for  good  as  well  as  for  evil. 

This  is  certainly  true  of  the  supreme  interest  of  religion. 
It  were  idle  to  maintain,  that  either  of  the  two  philosophical 
tendencies  is  essentially  depraved  or  depraving,  when  we  be- 
hold them  flowing  along  t<^ther,  where  the  stream  of  history 
is  most  open  and  pure,  in  the  very  channels  of  the  church,  and 
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under  the  fnll  blaze  of  the  Christian  revelation.  From  the 
first  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  to  the  last  chapter  of 
the  most  recent  theolo/s^cal  treatise,  Christianity  has  in  fact 
been  striving  after  a  philosophical  statement,  and  vindication  of 
her  peculiar  facts  and  truths,  through  the  formulas  of  one  or 
the  other  of  these  two  rival  schools  of  speculation.  The  in- 
evitable task*  of  adjusting  the  human  intellect  to  thd  divine 
intellect,  and  accounting  to  reason  for  the  contents  of  revela- 
tion, has  involved  the  one  as  much  as  the  other.  And  we 
have  only  to  survey  the  present  state  of  religious  parties  with 
regard  to  them,  to  see  how  impossible  it  would  be  to  draw 
the  lines  between  them,  so  as  to  drive  either  beyond  the  pale 
of  orthodoxy.  If  the  Hegelian  absolutism,  at  one  extreme, 
became  evaporated  into  ^  mere  Christian  mythology,  yet  at 
tlie  other  extreme,  it  aspired  after  nothing  lees  than  a  true 
Christian  theology  ;*  and  although  the  Hamiltonian  positivism, 
as  we  have  seen,  has  been  driven  on  the  one  side  toward  the 
abyss  of  a  scnerttific  atheism,  yet  on  the  other,  it  has  been 
hailed  as  a  new  bulwark  of  the  most  orthodox  faith.  Ex- 
travagant as  such  opposite  results  may  appear,  yet  there  is  t(K> 
much  truth  as  well  as  error  involved  in  their  sources,  for  the 
Christian  divine  to  think  of  either  despising  or  disparaging 
them,  and  he  who  idly  strikes  a  blow  at  them  has  need  to  be- 
ware lest  he  be  found  aiming  at  the  vitals  of  Christianity 
itself. 

And  the  same  is  not  less  true  of  the  great  interest  of  science. 
If  we  are  tempted  to  regard  the  two  philosphical  tendencies 
as  mere  speculative  efforts,  recnrriog  from  age  to  age  without 
aim  or  issue,  we  have  only  to  trace  their  historical  connection, 
with  the  various  bodies  of  real  knowledge,  which  they  have 
respectively  nourished,  and  which  they  still  involve  after  cen- 
turies of  growth  in  a  state  of  intellectual  schism  and  anarchy. 

*  "  Thus  arose  from  the  Hegelinn  pbU«i0ophy  two  very  different  theological 
schools;  a  piwitiye  and  a  oegative;  a  churchly  aod  an  aDti-chrisliao,  They  are 
related  to  one  another  as  the  Alexandrian  fathers,  Clement  and  Origen,  who 
brought  the  Helenistic,  particularly  the  Platonic  philosophy  into  the  serviee  of 
Christianity,  w.*re  related  to  the  Gnostics,  who  by  the  same  philosophy  carioap 
tored  the  Christian  religion,  and  to  the  Xeo-Platonisto,  who  arrayed  theiDseWes 
directly  against  it."  JDr,  Schaff^t  Hi$toryj>f  tkt  Apottolie  Church.  Vol.  I,  p. 
108. 
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From  Endid  to 'Newton,  the  scientific  propensity  has  been 
pnrsniDg  both  methods  of  inquiry,  albeit  nnconscioasly,  in 
every  field  of  research.  The  nnavoidabie  process  of  ob-^rving 
and  explaining  facts  by  means  of  theoric^s,  and  of  testing  and 
perTecting  theories  by  means  of  facts,  has  called  for  the  one  as 
uiach  as  the  other.*  And  it  is  only  when  either  has  l)oen  ex- 
cinsively  followed  that  it  has  rnn  into  flagrant  error.  If  the 
positivism  represented  by  Bacon  has  been  driven  by  Comte  to 
the  extreme  cf  the  baldest  materialism  in  the  domain  of  meta- 
physics, yet  has  not  the  absolatism,  initiated  by  Descartes,  been 
carried  by  Schelling  to  the  slieerest  idealism  in  the  domain  of 
physics?  Leaving  oat  of  view  such  mere  vagaries  of  the  two 
procedures,  and  surveying  only  their  positive  contents  or  re- 
snlts,  the  mechanical,  chemical,  and  organical  sciences  issuing 
from  the  one,  and  the  mental,  moral,  and  social  sciences 
issning  from  the  other,  it  will  be  seen  that  to  ignore  either  of 
tiiem  would  he  to  paralyze  an  entire  half  of  the  body  of 
knowledge,  as  well  as  to  imperil  some  of  the  most  catholic  and 
li&sting  interests  of  humanity  itself. 

But  we  are  now  ready  for  our  next  argument,  which  is,  that 
the  two  philosophies,  if  logically  adjusted  atid  combined,  would 
60  check  and  complete  each  other,  as  to  yield  the  one  final 
philosophy  of  the  future.  And  this,  whatever  view  we  take 
of  the  mission  of  philosophy,  whether  it  concern  the  method, 
or  the  theory,  or  the  system  of  perfect  knowledge. 

Is  it  primarily  her  mission  to  prescribe  a  method  of  perfect 
knowledge,  to  train  the  cognitive  faculty  to  precise  action,  and 
equip  the  social  intellect  with  all  possible  means  and  modes  of 
research}  Then  it  is  not  in  either  of  the  antagonistic  methods, 
now  separately  pursued,  that  such  symmetrical  discipline  can 
be  found.  Both  are  alike  needed  as  mutual  correctives  and, 
60  long  as  followed  apart,  must  become  erroneous  and  per- 
nicidus.  As  a  sound  absolutism  will  be  the  only  cure  for  the 
materialism,  skepticism,  and  atheism  of  the  extreme  positivist, 
80  a  sound  positivism  will  be  the  only  cure  for  the  idealism, 
mysticism,  and  pantheism  of  the  extreme  absolutist.    Let  the 

*  See  Wheweirs  Philomphy  of  th«  Indnotive  Scienoes,  chap,  il..  On  the  Fon. 
^MiHitel  AnliiheeU  of  PhUoeopby. 
VOL.  ixvn.  16 
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deductive  process  of  the  one  be  pressed  in 'ignorance  of  the 
laws  of  facts,  and  oar  science  cannot  bat  be  vagne  and  vision* 
ary ;  let  the  indnctive  process  of  the  other  be  pressed  in  ignor- 
ance of  the  canses  of  facts,  and  oar  science  cannot  bnt  be 
,partial  and  schismatic ;  bat  let  both  processes  be  conjoined  as 
complementary  factors  of  knowledge ;  the  dedactive  with  the 
inductive,  the  rational  with  the  empirical,  intuition  with  ex- 
perience, conjecture  with  observation,  revelation  with  dis- 
covery, and  then  we  may  hope  for  that  Ultimatum  Organum^ 
or  last  unerring  logic,  by  which  philosophy  is  to  mount  towards 
perfect  knowledge. 

Bnt  is  it  fiirthermore  her  mission  to  provide  a  theory  of  snch 
perfect  knowledge,  to  discern  the  grounds,  limits,  and  goal  of 
real  science,  and  frame  for  its  wrangling  votaries  a  doctrine 
which  shall  ensure  their  spontaneous  concurrence  and  coopera- 
tion ?  Then  it  is  not  in  either  of  the  rival  schools,  now  con- 
tending for  the  mastery,  that  the  elements  of  that  one  catholic 
creed  of  reason  must  be  sought.  Only  by  rejecting  their 
incidental  errorsi  and  combining  their  residual  truths,  can  we 
secure  rational  agreement.  If  we  concede  to  the  positivist  that 
our  knowledge  is  both  finite  and  of  the  finite,  and  that  faith  is 
oomplemental  to  it,  in  practically  apprehending  the  infinite, 
we  may  still  maintain,  with  the  absolutist,  that  the  spliere  of 
our  knowledge  is  ever  encroaching  upon  the  sphere  of  oar 
faith,  and  that  therefore  the  two  are  ideally  or  ultimately 
coincident ;  in  other  words,  that  positive  science  is  indefinitely 
extensible  towards  absolute  science.  Or  if  we  concede  to  the 
absolutist  that  our  ktiowledge  is  hypothetieally  infinite,  and 
may  even  be  imagined  as  at  length  swallowing  up  fitith  in 
intuition,  or  surmounting  it  with  logic,  we  might  still  main- 
tain with  the  positivist,  that  the  goal  of  our  knowledge  is  but 
an  ideal  of  our  faith,  and  as  such,  though  ever  to  be  approach- 
ed, is  never  to  be  attained  ;  in  other  words,  that  absolute  science 
is  perfectible  only  through  positive  science.  And  when,  we 
have  thus  embraced  in  one  view  both  provinces  of  cognition, 
the  phenomenal  together  with  the  noumenal,  the  laws  of  facts 
together  with  their  causes,  the  finite  together  with  the  infinite, 
the  discoverable  together^with  the  revealable,  we  shall  have 
that  Om/ne  Sdhile^  or  exhaustive  theory  of  the  knowable,  by 
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which  philosophy  can  survey  the  very  infinitude  of  reality  as 
her  domain  and  anticipate  a  pn^ressive  science  thereof  as  her 
career. 

And  will  it  finally  be  her  mission  to  organize  a  system  of 
such  pertect  knowledge,  to  exhibit  the  evergrowing  sciences  in 
their  l^cal  relations,  according  to  their  dormal  order,  and 
dedoce  the  axioms  which  determine  their  evolution  and'  per- 
fection t   Then  in  vain  shall  we  look  .exclusively  to  either  of 
the  two  extreme  systems,  now  dividing  the  empire  of  know- 
led^  into  hostile  factions.    Not  only  are  both  alil^  incomplete, 
but  we  cannot  even  suppose  the  one  complete  without  the 
other,  or  triumphing  at  the  expense  of  the  other.    Take  by 
itself  the  absolutism  of  H^el,  the  most  logical  ideal  of  the 
nniverBe  ever  conceived  by  man,  and  what  is  it,  with  all  its 
brilliant  categories  of  thought,  but  a  mere  airy  speculation, 
the  toy-world  of  a  creature  vainly  mimicking  the  Creator  ?  Or, 
take  by  itself  the  positivism  of  Comte,  the  most  rigorous  con- 
Btmction  of  phenomena  ever  devised  by  man,  and  what  is  it 
with  all  its  imposing  masses  of  facty  but  a  mere  baseless 
generalization,  no  better  than  the  myth  of  the  world  upholding 
elephant  standing  upon  nothing  t    Bnt  imagine  now  a  system 
in  which  both  of  these  systems  shall  have  been  thoroughly 
rifted,  and  blended  by  a  positivism  empirically  correcting  and 
perfecting  the  ideas  of  the  absolutist,  and  an  absolutism  ration- 
ally explaining  and  harmonizing  the  phenom<^na  of  the  positi- 
?iit,  the  former  ever  ascending  iifdnctively  from  facts  towards 
the  same  principles  from  which  the  latter  is  ever  deductively 
descending  towards  the  same  facts ;   and  then  think  of  the 
physical  sciences  issuing  from  the  one,  as  complemented  by  the 
metaphysical  sciences  issuing  from  the  other,  and  of  both  as 
proceeding  together,  in  their  respective  provinces  of  research, 
under  ascertained  laws,  with  ceaseless  accessions  throughout 
the  nniverse  of  reality,  towards  the  very  fulness  of  absolute 
tnitb,-r-and  we  shall  have  that  JS&ienda  SoUntiarwn^  or  vision 
of  erer-expanding  knowledge  in  which  philosophy  may  find 
her  noblest  function  discharged,  and  her  highest  mission  ac- 
complished. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  two  philosophies  are  true  in 
what  they  afiKrm,  and  fidse  only  in  what  they  deny,  or  that  they 
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become  erroneous  gimply  by  being  pnrsned  against,  or  with- 
out each  other ;  and  that  in  proportion  as  they  could  be  com- 
bined in  theory  and  practice,  they  would  but  exhibit  to  us 
cotnplemental  aspects  of  the  same  reality,  related  truths  of 
the  same  facts,  and  together  tend  towards  perfect  knowledge 
itself,  like  mathematical  lines  which  we  know  must  ever 
approach,  even  if  they  never  meet. 

Our  last  argument  is,  that  this  reconciliation,  besides  being 
thus  desirable  and  conceivable,  would  seem  at  length  to  be 
already  imminent  and  practicable.  It  could  not  have  been 
effected  hitherto,  and  may  be  effected  now. 

If  it  be  asked  why  it  could  not  have  been  effected  hitherto, 
or  why,  with  both  tendencies  in  action  for  ages,  there  should 
have  been  such  a  recurrence  of  the  same  speculative  errors^  we 
reply,  that  this  may  have  been  necessary  in  order  to  expose 
conclusively  their  separate  weakness  and  absolute  need  of  each 
other ;  or,  howsoever  that  may  be,  that  it  is  at  least  a  fact,  that 
never  before  have  they  been  driven  to  those  wild  extremes, 
those  last  conceivable  limits,  into  which  they  have  at  length 
diverged ;  nor  consequently  have  they  ever  before  developed 
so  favorable  an  exigency  for  precipitating  their  own  mutual 
recoil  and  coalition.  As  it  was  reserved  for  Hegel  to  carry  an 
exclusive  absolutism  to  the  very  climax  of  absurdity,  by  con- 
founding thoughts  with  things,  identifying  creation  with  logic, 
and  converting  deity  into  humanity,  so  it  only  remained  for 
Comte  to  drive  an  exclusive  positivism  to  a  like  pitch  of  folly, 
by  ignoring  realities  for  phenomena,  evaporating  causes  into 
fictions,  and  substituting  hnmanity  in  place  of  deityw  Any 
farther  in  either  direction,  it  is  not  possible  for  errant  philo- 
sophy to  go ;  and  the  only  alternatives  left  to  her  are,  eitlier  to 
relapse  into  her  old  antagonisms,  or  start  forward  under  their 
resultant  impulse,  in  a  new  career  of  ever-unfolding  know- 
ledge. 

And  that  the  great  reisonciliation  is  already  practicable, 
actually  within  the  capacity  of  the  human  intellect,  cannot  be 
doubted  by  any  one  who  will  thoughtfully  survey  the  philo- 
sophical world  at  the  present  moment.  Not  only  is  that  theory 
of  perfect  knowledge,  here  indeed  but  too  feebly  indicated,  an 
ideal  toward  which  many  minds  from  different  points  are 
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groping,  with  more  or  lees  intelligent  aspiration ;  not  only  is  it 
BQch  an  ideal  as  can  alone  satisfy  the  cognitive  instinct,  else  to 
be  forever  baffled  or  bewildered  ;  and  not  only  is  its  fulfillment 
lo)(icaliy  required  by  the  whole  previous  development  «nd 
present  exigency  of  reason,  but  the  very  means  and  materials, 
as  well  SB  motives,  for  its  fulfillment  are  at  hand,  in  that  mass 
of  aecnnmlating  sciences  and  arts,  which  now  offers  itself  for 
lexical  organization,  in  that  spirit  of  catholic  research  which  is 
spreading  tlirongh  all  the  sects  of  school,  church,  and  state, 
and  in  that  unprecedented  interchange  of  thought,  which  is 
rallying  advanced  thinkers  from  different  lauds  and  of  diverse 
creeds,  to  the  final  problems  of  philosophy. 

It  is  true  that  such  an  intellectual  palingenesia,  whensoever 
and  howsoever  effected,  could  not  burst  upon  the  world,  as  in 
an  ordinary  crisis,  with  any  of  the  suddenness  or  amazement 
which  mark  a  great  religious  reformation  or  political  revolu- 
tion. Rather  must  it  proceed  in  secrdsy  and  silence,  remote 
from  general  observation  and  without  popular  applause,  like 
those  grand  hidden  forces  of  nature,  the  very  thought  of  which 
awes  the  lonely  sttident  into  worship,  while  the  common  mind, 
engrossed  with  mere  appearance,  scarcely  suspects  their  exist* 
ence,  or  only  derides  them  as  wordy  abstractions,  until  it  finds 
itself  in  presence  of  their  surprising  results. 

It  is  true,  too,  that  no  single  mind,  or  people,  or  even  gener- 
ation, occupied  with  this  great  work  of  oi^anizing  science  and 
art,  can  hope  alone  to  accomplish  it,  or  claim  the  whole  glory 
of  the  achievement.    In  an  age  when 

"  The  individaal  withers,  uid  the  world  is  more  and  more,** 

we  mnst  expect  great  themes  to  multiply  great  thinkers,  and 
not  imagine  that,  even,  in  the  region  of  reflection,  we  can 
escape  that  division  of  labor  which,  in  the  lower  plane  of  dis* 
covery  and  invention,  retains  tiie  most  distant  strangers  as  co- 
workers, and  often  brings  them  from  their  simultaneous  re- 
searches, as  rival  claimants  to  the  feet  of  science. 

i^nd  it  is  true,  still  further,  that  this  final  philosophy,  as  now 
projected  in  any  minds,  can  be  scarcely  more  than  a  vague 
ideal,  while  to  some  minds  it  may  appear  to  be  as  visionary  as 
it  is  vague,  until  it  shall   have  been  actually  reduced  to  a 
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gyetein,  expressed  in  definite  propositions,  and  applied  to  the 
practical  interests  of  life.  In  this  it  is  bnt  like  every  other 
ideal,  whether  of  philanthropy  or  of  religion.  And  yet  even 
prior  to  a  full  realization  of  it,  and  in  advance  of  any  tentative 
efibrts  towards  it,  there  is  enough  of  certainty  and  grandeur  in 
it  to  enkindle  all  minds  with  hope  and  exaltation.  We  can 
at  least  forecast  its  prevailing  spirit  and  its  general  results. 

As  to  its  spirit,  we  know  that  it  will  be  at  an  equal  remove 
from  the  extreme  methods  hitherto  pursued.  It  will  be,  what 
the  very  word  philosophy  itself  expresses,  the  wooing  of  wis- 
dom as  distinguished  alike  from  the  conceit  which  arrogates  it, 
and  from  the  folly  which  despises  it.  It  will  aim  at  conscious 
knowledge  in  contrast  both  with  ^^  learned  ignorance"  and  with 
^*  intellectual  intuition ; "  and  it  will  proclaim  the  doctrine  of 
a  progressive  science,  in  opposition  at  once  to  a  ^^prndent 
nescience,"  and  to  a  fanciful  omniscience.  It  will  neither  afifect 
to  know  nothing,  nor  assume  to  know  everything;  bat  only 
seek  to  know  more  and  more.  It  will  be  the  philosophy  of 
undying  hope,  as  separated  not  less  from  presumption  than 
from  despair,  and  of  rational  faith  as  superior  alike  to  credulity 
and  to  unbelief.  It  may  take  for  its  watchword  not  uierel.v, 
^^  Crede  ut  intelligas,"  nor  solely,  ^^  Intellige  ut  credas,"  but 
simply  both  maxims  in  one,  ^'  Fides  qusdrens  Intelleotum  :  In- 
tellectus  quseretis  Fidem."  And  it  might  find  its  symbol  not 
in  the  Egyptian  obelisk  towering  with  hier«»^lyphic  secrets 
towardd  the  Infinite,  nor  yet  in  the  Greek  pediment,  cowering 
with  its  sculptured  gods  in  the  Finite ;  but  rather  in  that  re- 
sultant expression  of  both  Finite  and  Infinite,  blending  and 
rising  together  in  the  Christian  spire. 

And  as  to  its  results  it  will  consolidate  vital  interests  hitherto 
at  variance.  It  will  harmonize  knowledge  with  knowledge, 
abstract  science  with  concrete,  {Physical  with  metaphysical,  and 
thus  evolve  a  unity  of  truths  in  correspondence  with  the  unity 
of  things.  It  will  harmonize  knowledge  with  practice,  the 
sciences  with  their  issuing  arts  ;  and  thus  oi^nize  social  skill, 
and  wealth,  and  power.  And,  above  all,  it  will  harmonize 
knowledge  with  faith,  science  with  revelation,  civilization  with 
Christianity  ;  and  thus  enter  into  that  beneficent  Providence, 
which  is  steadily  subjecting  nature  to  man,  and  man  to  God. 
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Abticlb  n.— a  museum  of  christian  art. 

Die  Koniglichen  Mttaeen  von  Berlin.  Yon  Dr.  Max  Scbas- 
ler,  Redacteur  der  deutdchen  Kai)6teeitnng  Die  Dioshuren. 
Berlin  1866. 

KoniglicJie  Museen^  Verzeiehniss  der  Samndung  der  Abffuase. 
Von  Carl  Boetticher. 

ChriHi  Gehurt^  Tad  und  Auferatehung^  nach  den  aUesten 
cArieUichen  KunstdenJcmalern.    Von.  Dr.  Ferd.  Piper. 

Das  chrieUiche  Myseum  der  Universitat  zu  Berlin.  Von 
Dr.  F.  Piper ;  Evangelischee  Jahrbuch  fiir  1867. 

Mnleiiung  in  die  numumentale  Theologie^  von  Prof.  Dr.  F. 
Piper;  Gotha  1868. 

Of  all  the  public  mnsenms  of  Europe,  the  befit  appointed  for 
the  pnrpoaee  of  the  student  in  the  history  of  art,  is  the  Royal 
Masenm  at  Berlin.  Less  rich  in  pictures  by  the  great  masters 
than  the  galleries  of  Dresden  and  Madrid ;  or  in  antique  sculp- 
tures than  the  Ufflzi  at  Florence,  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  the 
Louvre,  or  the  British  Museum ;  or  in  gems  and  vases  than  the 
Louvre,  or  the  Hennitage  at  St.  Petersburg ;  this  museum, 
nevertheless,  excels  them  all  in  materinls  for  the  study  of  art, 
and  in  the  classification  and  arrangeme;it  of  these  for  the  uses' 
of  the  student.  It  was  intended  not  merely  tor  a  place  of 
exhibition  and  entertainment  for  the  public,  but  a  place  of  in- 
struction for  the  artist  and  the  scholar.  The  ruling  idea  of 
the  museum  is  the  historical  arrangement  of  each  department. 
The  pictures  are  distributed  and  classified  in  subordinate 
divisions  of  the  gallery,  according  to  schools  and  epochs  of  art. 
In  the  first  section  are  arranged  the  Italian  schools  in  five 
classes.  The  first  of  these  embraces  painters  chiefly  of  the 
fifteenth  century, — the  formative  period  of  art  in  Italy ;  and 
these  are  subdivided  into  the  Venetian,^  the  Ix)mbard,  the 
Tuscan,  the  School  of  Bologna  and  the  ^magna,  and  the  Um- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


240  A  Museum  of  Christian  Art.  [April, 

briaTi.  The  second  class  comprises  the  Italian  schools  from  A  D. 
1500  to  1550,  when  art  was  in  its  apogee,  and  these  again  are 
subdivided  in^o  the  schools  of  Venice,  Lonibardy,  Tiiacany, 
Borne,  Bologna,  and  Ferrara.  The  third  class,  from  the  height 
of  Italian  art  to  the  commencement  of  its  decline  (1650-9('), 
is  represented  mainly  by  Paul  Veronese,  Bassano,  and  Tinto- 
retto, artists  of  the  Venetian  school,  though  other  schools 
have  a  subordinate  place.  The  fonrth  class,  the  period  of 
later  splendor  and  of  decadence,  from  1590  to  1770,  includes 
the  Italian  naturalists  and  eclectics,  the  Spanish  school,  and 
the  successors  of  various  Italian  schools.  The  fifth  class  is  the 
French  school,  chiefly  the  Academicians  and  their  contem- 
poraries. 

The  second  section  is  devoted  to  the  schools  of  Oermany 
and  the  Netherlands,  and  this  is  subdivided  into  three  epochs; 
the  first,  from  1420  to  1550,  the  second,  the  period  of  transi- 
tion and  imitation,  from  1510  to  1670,  the  third,  the  genre  and 
landscape  styles  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries. 

The  third  section  contains  sundry  curiosities  of  art,  especially 
Byzantine  and  the  schools  of  central  Italy.  These  also  are 
arranged  in  three  classes.  Thus  the  student  of  painting  has 
before  him  the  whole  history  of  his  art,  with  specimens  of  each 
epoch,  and  the  characteristics  of  every  school.  And  not  only 
is  the  gallery  accessible  to  any  properly  certified  person  who 
wishes  to  make  copies,  but  it  is  used  for  purposes  of  instruction 
and"  illustration  by  Professors  in  the  departments  of  the  Fine 
Arts  and  of  mediseval  history. 

A  similar  arrangement  is  found  in  the  galleries  of  sculpture. 
There  is  a  Greek  halU  a  Roman  hall,  a  hall  to  represent  the 
plastic  art  in  the  middle  ages,  another  of  modern  art,  and  still 
another  assigned  to  German  art  alone ;  and  these  halls  have 
various  subdivisions  and  classifications  according  to  subjects  or 
epochs.  Indeed,  a  principal  object  in  the  erection  of  the 
"  New  Museum," — the  name  given  to  that  portion  of  the 
building  which  was  added  by  Frederick  William  IV., — was  to 
,  provide  a  complete  historical  survey  of  the  art  of  sculpture,  by 
means  of  characteristic  models.  Hence  the  term  AbguM- 
Sammlung,  used  in  ^he  catalogues,  has  a  special  significance ; 
for  there  is  not  elsewhere,  in  all  Europe,  so  complete  a  collec- 
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tion  of  cast8  reprodacing  the  chefs  €P€6uvre  of  scQlptnre,  The 
best  originals  in  all  the  galleries  of  Europe*  are  here  fonnd  re- 
presented in  gjpsnm  ;  and  as  one  rnns  th%  eye  over  the  cata- 
lo^neand  reads,  ^' Original  at  Athens/'  or  Naples,  or  Kome, 
Florence,  Vienna,  Dresden,  Mnnich,  Paris,  London,  Stock- 
holm, he  feels  that  the  whole  world  of  art  has  been  levied 
upon  to  famish  copies  of  its  choicest  subjects,  and  that  the 
Btndent  has  before  him  an  encyclopedia  of  the  plastic  art, 
such  as  no  single  collection. of  originals  conld  possibly  furnish. 
The  Elgin  marbles  for  instance  are  reprndnced  in  their  every 
fragment,  as  they  stand  in  the  British  Museum;  the  Laocoon 
And  Apollo  of  the  Yatican,  the  Farnesian  Ball,  the  Kii>be  of 
the  UfSzi  at  Florence,  are  here  to  be  seen  in  fac  simile.  And 
these  halls  of  sculpture,  like  the  galleries  of  painting,  are  used 
for  the  instruction  of  classes  in  history  and  art.  A  cnrious  depart- 
ment of  the  Mnseum  is  that  appropriated  to  German  archseology, 
or  rather  the  antiquities  of  Northern  Europe,  and  the  ilinstration 
of  ethnography.  Here  are  disposed  in  cases  domestic  utensils, 
field  implements,  weapons  of  war,  objects  of  worship,  vases 
and  ornaments,  wrought  in  stone,  bronze,  iron,  the  precions 
metals,  found  chiefly  in  ancient  t(Mubs  of  Germany  and  Scan- 
dinavia. These  are  arranged  according  to  the  hypothetical 
'^ ages''  of  stone,  bronze,  and  iron.  In  harmony  with  the  col- 
lection, the  walls  are  decorated  with  snbjects  from  northern 
mjthol(^, — ^Thor,  Titania,  Odin  and  Frigga,  an  Elfin  dance, 
the  Walhalla,  battle  scenes,  and  ceremonies  of  religion. 

The  Egyptian  Museum, .in  its  general  construction  and 
arrangoraents,  and  in  its  wall  decorations,  presents  a  picture  of 
the  architecture,  the  history,  the  religion,  the  arte  and  manners 
of  ancient  Egj^pt,  as  vivid  and  accurate  as  that  to  be  seen  in  the 
valley  of  the  Nile.  The  pictorial  decorations  of  temples  and 
tombs  are  here  transcribed  with  such  admirable  fidelity,  that  one 
feels  himself  to  be  in  the  atmosphere  of  old  Egyptian  life.  The 
spoils  of  Egypt,  gathered  so  profusely  by  Professor  Lepsins, 
are  arranged  in  these  halls  with  scientific  order  and  artistic 
effect,  so  that  one  may  here  study  Egyptian  antiquities  to  evdn 
better  advantage,  than  among  the  scattered  ruins  of  Saqqarah^ 
Kamaky  Luxor^  and  AhthSimbd.  And  the  Mnseum  was 
provided  for  this  very  purpose,  as  a  school  of  Egyptology. 
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Dr.  Lepsins  conveneB  his  pnpils  at  hia  lectare  room  and  the 
miiBenm  alternately ;  in  the  one  giving  the  literature  and  his- 
torj  of  his  subject,  &nd  in  the  other  an  illustrative  discourse 
corresponding  to  a  clinical  lecture  in  schools  of  medicine. 

Professor  Piper  pursues  the  same  method  in  the  department 
of  Christian  art.  The  illustrations  of  this  branch,  in  the 
general  museum,  pertain  chiefly  to  the  middle  ages,  and  con- 
sist of  copies  of  dltars,  tombs,  church  doors,  fonts,  cathedral 
ornaments,  church  utensils,  copper  and  lithographic  engravings 
of  the  oldest  works  of  Christian  art  at  Some  and  Ravenna,  casts 
and  drawings  of  the  more  important  monuments  of  Christian  an- 
tiquity, miniatures  from  manuscripts,  castsof  ivory  images,  gems, 
and  coins.  The  walls  of  this  museum  are  decorated  in  hannony 
with  its  design,  with  subjects  drawn  from  the  history  of  the 
Christian  faith ;  such  as  Constantino  the  Great  embracing 
Christianity,  the  baptism  of  Wittekind,  the  entrance  of  Theo- 
doric  the  Great  into  Ravenna,  the  dedication  of  the  Church  of 
St.  Sophia  at  Constantinople  by  Justinian.  This  collection 
was  begun  in  1849,  and  has  been  constituted  upon  the  same 
principle  of  historical  development,  which  marks  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Royal  Museum. 

But  in  addition  to  the  department  of  medisBval  art  in  the 
general  museum,  Professor  Piper  has  collected  within  the 
walls  of  the  University  a  special  Christian  Museum^  to  illus- 
trate at  once  the  historical  development  of  Christian  art,  ^nd 
the  relations  of  art  to  theology.  This  museum  is  the  lecture 
room  in  which  the  enthusiastic  Professor,  with  a  nervous  rapid- 
ity that  magnetizes  his  pupils,  pours  forth  his  rich,  minute, 
and  varied  learning,  upon  the  speciality  which  he  has  done  so 
much  to  illustrate,  and  to  elevate  to  the  dignity  of  a  University 
study.  The  museum  is  formed  upon  the  eclectic  principle, 
and  the  Professor  compares  its  specimens  to  the  preparations 
used  in  a  Museum  of  Anatomy  or  Pharmacy. 

The  Mu%efwm  Sacrum  begun  at  Rome  in  the  Vatican,  by 
Benedict  XIY.,  the  Musewm  Ckristianum  established  in  the 
L&teran  palace  by  Pins  IX.  in  1854,  the  collections  of  early 
medisBval  Christian  monuments  brought  together  at  Marseilles, 
Aries,  Nismes,  Narbonne,  Aix^  Dijon,  and  the  Hotel  Cluny  at 
Paris ;  these  all  are  primarily  for  the  preservation  of  original 
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monaments,  and  as  a  mle  witbont  any  principle  of  selection. 
Tet  since  eTerything,  of.  that  early  time,  even  the  unsightly 
and  fragmentary,  has  value,  and  contribntes  to  the  furtherance 
of  knowledge,  all  such  local  collections  are  to  be  prized, 
though  they  may  cover  only  a  limited  period,  and  are  without 
Bcientific  order. 

The  Museum  of  the  Lateran  is  already  the  most  complete 
and  systematic  collection  of  originals  in  the  whole  ran^  of 
primitive  Christian  art,  and  must  eventually  absorb  all  the 
minor  collections  of  Italy  in  this  department.  It  is  particu- 
larly rich  in  sarcophagi  of  an  early  date,  whose  bas-relie&, 
often  in  excellent  preservation,  are  precious  symbols  of  the 
faith  and  life  of  the  primitive  church.  Some  scriptural  mosa* 
ics  illustrate  the  dawning,  influence  of  Byzantine  art  upon 
Borne.  These  are  supplemented  with  copies  of  the  earliest 
paintings  of  the  catacombs.  At  the  head  of  the  hall  stands 
the  fine  statue  of  Hippolytus  in  his  episcopal  chair,  which 
long  adorned  the  library  of  the  Vatican,  and  is  perhaps  "  the 
most  ancient  Christian  portrait  of  a  historical  person.^ 

The  Christian  Museum  of  the  Berlin  University,  however, 
is  even  more  valuable  to  the  general  student,  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  systematic  selection  and  historical  arrangement.  This 
contains  few  originals.  The  monuments  of  the  primitive  Christ- 
ian faith  and  life  are  to  be  found  mainly  in  Italy,  and  in  the 
seats  of  early  Christian  colonization  in  southern  France,  and  are 
too  much  valued  in  their  several  localities  to  be  purchasable  even 
by  royal  museums.  But  a  school  of  art  does  not  need  to  possess 
originals  in  order  to  fulfill  its  function  of  training  scholars  and 
artists  for  their  work.  One  who  has  gained  a  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  principles  of  art  may  fesort  with  advantage  to 
Rome,  Florence,  Munich,  Dresden,  or  Madrid,  there  to  feel  the 
inspiration  of  the  great  masters  in  presenceof  their  chief  works, 
and  improve  himself  iiT  details  by  copying  directly  from  the 
originals;  but  in  his  preliminary  training,  he  can  learn  more 
from  a  systematic  collection  of  copies  and  models,  so  disposed 
as  to  oflTer  an  intelligent  and  discriminating  survey  of  the 
whole  field  of  art.  The  Christian  Museum  of  the  Beriin  Uni- 
versity, arranged  upon  this  principle  of  systematic  selection, 
contains  copies  of  celebrated  pictures,  models  of  architectural 
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works,  pla&ter  copies  of  statueB,  not  taken  ap  at  random,  nor 
carelessl^y  daplicated  from  exaraplea  already  in  the  market, 
but  procured  by  its* Director  after  a  patient  inspection  of  all  the 
galleries  of  Earope,  with  a  view  to  illustrate  whatever  is 
characteristic  of  each  period  of  art. 

It  is  the  theory  of  Prof.  Piper — whose  descriprion  of  the 
Museum  we  reproduce,  for  substance,  in   this  Article — tliat 
while  a  general    Museum  should  represent  Art,  a  Christian 
Museum  should  primarily  consult  the  Christian  idea  which 
is  represented  in  Art,  and   therefore  should   consist  chiefly 
of  Christian  subjects,  and  of  monumental  inscriptions  which 
serve  to  illustrate    the    Christian  spirit.     For    the  earliest 
antiquity  the  latter  are  in  some  important  respects  the  only 
witnesses.     The  Art-historical  point  of  vie^  coincides  mainly 
with  the  theological ;  hence  a  Christian  Museum  can  be  made 
a  help  to  instruction  in  historical  theology  and  ecclesiastical 
antiquities.*     A  brief  description  of  Prof.  Piper's  collect! tm 
will  serve  to  illustrate  his  theory  of  a  Christian   Museum. 
Upon  an  upper  floor  of  the  University-building,  in  the   left 
wing,  two  contiguous  rooms  of  moderate  dimensions  are  appro- 
priated to  this  purpose.     In   the   first,  or  ante-chamber,  are 
arranged  upon  the  right  hand  wall  certain  memorials  of  pag:an 
art,   which    indicate    the   preparation   of  the    Greco  Itoman 
world  for  the  advent  of  Christianity — a  lifting  of  thoughful 
n^inds  above  the  heathen  level  of  polytheism  toward  the  con- 
ception  of  monotheism,   prophetic  of  the  revelation   of  one 
living  God.    Among  these  are  the  celebrated  Olympic  Jupiter, 
and  the  Fortuna  from  Pompeii ;  busts,  coins,  gems — such    as 
the  ideal   of  Eternity;    also    inscriptions    from    Rome    and 
Verona,  containing  a  dedication  '*  to  the  highest  God,"  and 
"to  the  great  eternal  God."    Tlien  follow  some  of  the  more 
important  Christian  inscriptions  of  the  earliest  date,  in  paper 
impressions,   taken    directly  from   tombs,  or  in   fac   simile. 
Upon  the  opposite  wall  of  this  room  are  examples  of  early 
Christian  architecture  and  church  utensils ;  ground-plans  and 
elevations  of  the  Church  of  St.  Sophia  at  Constantinople,  St. 
Mark's  at  Venice,  and  the  more  noteworthy  specimens  of  the 

♦  The  reader  is  referred  especially  to  Professor  Piper's  EitiUiiung  in  di9 
nwHumefUale  Theologie,  for  *  fuU  diecuaeion  of  the  Theology  of  Art. 
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Gothic  style ;  also  casts  and  drawings  of  fonts  and  sacra- 
mental vessels.  f 

Passing  into  the  principal  room,  one  sees  displayed  at  the 
head  of  the  hall  the  sepnlchral  monnments  of  the  primitive 
Christians,  paper-impresBions  of  inscriptions  and  bas-reliefs, 
copies  in  gypenm  of  notable  sarcophagi,  and  fac-similcs  of 
paintings  and  drawings  in  the  catacombs.  Here,  too,  arranged  ^ 
in  drawers  and  cases,  are  casts  of  the  most  ancient  Christian 
gems  and  coins.  Aronnd  the  hall,  in  systematic  order,  are 
memorials  of  Christian  art  from  the  period  of  the  catacombs 
down  to  the  foarteenth  century,  next  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
again  of  the  sixteenth  centnry,  especially  in  Italy,  and  finally 
illustrations  of  Protestant  art  from  the  sixteenth  centnry  to 
the  hineteenth. 

^ince  the  topic  we  have  prescribed  to  this  Article  is  not  the 
history  nor  the  criticism  of  Christian  art,  but  simply  a  Christ- 
ian-Art-Museum,  we  shall  speak  only  of  the  relations  of  such 
a  Mnseum  to  the  study  of  theology  and  church  history,  and 
its  reciprocal  infiuence  upon  the  Ciiristian  life.  Christian  art 
king  the  embodiment  of  Ciiristian  thought  and  feeling,  it 
serves  as  an  exponent  -  of  the  prevalent  tone  of  faith  and 
practice  in  succedsive  ages  of  the  church,  and  sometimes  inter- 
prets to  us  characteristics  of  the  primitive  Christians  concern- 
ing which  history  is  silent.  In  particular,  the  nnvailing  of 
the  catacombs,  and  the  transfer  of  their  principal  monnments 
to  the  Museums  of  the  Vatican  and  the  Lateran,  has  set  before 
ns  a  commentary  upon  the  doctrinal  belief  of  the  first  centu- 
ries more  graphic  and  impressive  than  can  be  collated  from  the 
writings  of  the  Fathers.  Here  in  mural  decorations  and  in- 
scriptions, and  in  the  more  elaborate  has  reliefs  of  altars  and 
tombs,  are  the  rude  beginnings  of  that  Christian  art  which,  in 
the  middle  ages,  rivaled  even  the  remains  of  classical  an- 
tiquity with  the  magnificence  of  its  painting  and  sculpture. 

**  Tombs  were  the  first  alurs,  and  maiwdeams  the  first  charches  of  GhristeQ* 
doni.  While  the  mortal  remains  of  the  vulgar  were  deposited  to  niehes  scooped 
OQt  of  the  waUs  of  the  long  wiDdiog  passages— the  streets  or  thoroughfares  of 
the  sabterranean  city — and  secured  by  fiat  slabs  of  marble ;  to  the  confessors  and 
nertyrs,  the  heroes  and  heroines  of  the  faith-— to  bishops,  and  iu  general  to 
those  of  higher  mark  and  renown,  more  distinguished  resting-places  were 
iUotted.    A  space  broader  and  more  regular  than  the  usual  passages,  and  ending 
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in  a  blank  wall,  waa  in  auch  cates  aeleoted  or  ezcaTated;  recaasea  rarmonnted  by 
slmiciroalar  concha  or  shells  were  hollowed  oat  at  the  extremity  and  id  the  two 
sides  of  the  square ;.  within  these  recesses  were  placed  sarchophagi,  their  sides 
covered  with  the  symbols  and  devices  of  Christianity ;  the  roof  was  scooped 
Into  the  resemblance  of  a  dome  or  cupok— which  was  nsnally  painted,  as  well  as 
the  shells  of  the  receases — and  the  whole,  thus  completed,  formed  a  ehamber 
bearing  some  fdnt  resemblance  to  the  Greek  oroaa ;  and  well  suited,  bj  ita  com- 
paratiye  space,  for  the  congregation  of  the  faithful,  and  the  serriees  of  religion, 
'  the  sarcophagus  at  the  upper  end  of  the  cell  serving  as  a  communion-table,  or 
altar."* 

There  is  historical  evidence  that,  after  the  enthronement  of 
Ohristianity  in  the  Empire,  these  hiding-places  of  the  perse- 
cuted saints,  and  burial-places  of  the  martyrs,  were  held  in 
special  veneration ;  that  the  SaintVdavs  were  observed  with 
proper  solemnities  at  these  subterranean  altars,  and  that  new 
effigies  were  added  to  the  decorations  of  the  wail.  This  last 
fact  should  be  had  in  mind  in  estimating  the  testimony  of  the 
Catacombs  upon  some  disputed  points  of  Koman  faith. 

The  Catacombs,  however,  represent  not  a  new  Art  struggling 
into  existence,  but  a  Faith  speaking  to  the  eye  through  sym- 
bols, and  assisting  affection  and  memory  in  the  memorials  of 
the  dead.  A  survey  of  these  monuments  shows  that  a  car- 
dinal point  of  the  early  Cliristian  theology  was  an  implicit 
faith  in  the  supernatural  events  of  Bible  history.  The  myth- 
ical school  had  not  then  arisen  ;  no  Strauss,  no  Baur,  not  even 
a  Colenso. 

In  walking  through  the  Christian  Museum  of  the  Lat^ran 
palace  at  Rome,  one  is  struck  at  first  view  with  the  bald 
literalism  of  the  early  Christians  in  the  artistic  representations 
of  their  faith.  Noah  thrusting  his  head  through  the  top  of  a 
box  or  tub  scarce  bigger  than  his  body,  and  reaching  out  his 
hands  for  the  dove ;  Abraham  lifting  a  huge  cleaver  to  slay 
Isaac,  who  kneels  very  submissively  to  receive  the  blow, — a 
hand,  the  symbol  of  the  Almighty,  seizing  the  blade  in  a  way 
that  would  be  perilous  to  human  fingers,  a  lamb  looking  up 
as  if  to  invite  the  arrested  stroke ;  Moses  tapping  a  conical 
hill,  a  little  taller  than  himself ;  .Jonah,  stripped  naked,  and 
being  thrust  into  the  jaws  of  a  dragon  by  a  sailor,  who  clasps 
him  by  the  heels,  and  again  ejected  from  the  dragon's  month 

«  Lord  Lindsay,  Sketches  of  the  History  of  Christiaa  Art,  Yol.  L,  p.  6. 
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with  8Qch  force  that  he  is  suspended  lofififitodinally  in  the  air, 
his  hands  clutching  at  a  rock,  his  feet  still  in  the  monster's 
jaws ;  Daniel  naked  and  erect  in  the  den,  with  a  lion  conch- 
ing  upon  each-  side  of  him,  mnch  after  the  manner  of  the  lion- 
tamer  in  Yan  Ambnrgh's  menagerie ;  Shadrach,  Meshech,  and 
Abedn^o  in  the  fiery  fnmace ;  Christ  feeding  the  multitude 
with  loaves  and  fishes,  or  pointing  to  baskets  piled  with  bread  ; 
Christ  touching  with  his  wand  the  head  of  Lazarus,  who 
appears  in  the  doorway  of  a  tomb,  swathed  like  a  diminutive 
mommy  ;  the  healed  paralytia  staggering  home  under  a  huge 
mattress  or  cot ;  these  and  like  crude  representations  of  the 
miraculous  incidents  of  Biblical  history  recur  upon  almost 
every  monument.  The  sarcophagus  of  Junius  Bassus,  who 
died  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth  ceiitury — found  in  the  crypt 
of  the  old  8t.  Peter's  at  Bome — exhibits  several  of  these 
scenes  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation.  This  has  also  a  repre- 
sentation of  Christ's  entry  into  Jerusalem,  of  Pilate  washing 
his  hands,  and  of  Christ  enthroned  in  glory ;  but  the  scenes 
of  the  passion  and  the  crucifixion  are  wanting.  Indeed,  it  is 
noteworthy  how  few  scen^  of  the  Saviour's  life  are .  directly 
represented  in  the  sacred  art  of  the  first  centuries.  The 
Nativity,  the  Adoration  of  the  Magi,  the  Good  Shepherd, 
Christ  on  the  Mount  of  Paradise  or  seftted  in  glory,  are  fre- 
quent subjects ;  while  the  Annunciation,  the  Flight  into  Egyyt, 
the  Baptism,  the  Transfiguration,  the  Passion,  the  Crucifixion, 
the  Resurrection  and  Ascension,  subjects  in  which  later  art 
achiered  its  highest  triumphs,  scarcely  appear  in  the  cata- 
combs. 

Bat  a  closer  inspection  of  the  miraculous  subjects  from  the 
Old  Testament  shows  that  these  were  selected  for  their  sym- 
bolic reference  to  the  life  of  Christ,  so  that  were  all  the  literary 
remains  of  the  early  Fathers,  and  the  dogmatic  decisions  of 
the  most  ancient  Councils  to  perish,  one  might  reconstruct  the 
creed  of  the  primitive  Christians  from  the  paintings  and  in- 
scriptions of  the  catacombs. 

The  art  of  the  catacombs  was  ^'  a  system  of  Typical  Paral- 
lelism, veiling  the  great  incidents  of  redemption,  and  the  suffer- 
ings, faith,  and  hopes  of  the  Church  under  the  parallel  and 
typical  events  of  the  patriarchal  and  Jewish  dispensationy 
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adDiitting  no  direct  repreeentations  from  goepd  history,  bnt 
Bnch  HB  illastrate  the  kingly  office  of  the  Saviour,  and  the 
iniracU»s  by  which  he  prefigured  the  illumination  of  the  spirit 
and  the  resurrection  of  t^p  body."*  The  great  work  of 
Ferret  reproduces,  with  a  vividness  that  borders  upon  exag- 
geration, the  principal  subjects  of  the  catacombs.f  Those  of 
most  frequent  recurrence  are  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  garden  ; 
Noah  in  the  ark;  Abraham  offering  Isaac;  Moses,  putting  off 
his  shoes  before  the  burning-bush,  receiving  the  Law,  and 
smiting  the  rock ;  Job  healed  of  his  diseases  and  restore<l  to 
society,  as  by  a  resurrection ;  Jonah,  seized  or  ejected  by  the 
dragon,  or  lying  under  the  shade  of  the  gourd  ;  Daniel  in  the 
lion's  den  ;  the  three  Hebrews  in  the  fiery  furnace ;  the  trans- 
lation of  Elijah;  Orpheus  taming  the  beaets  with  his  lyre  ;  the 
Nativity ;  the  Adoration ;  the  principal  miracles  of  Christ— 
especially  the  healing  of  the  paralytic  and  the  raising  of 
Lazarus. 

Various  reasons  have  been  assigned  for  the  absence  of  the 
scenes  of  the  passion  of  our  Lord  from  these  earliest  represen- 
tations of  Christian  art.  The  cr<»ss,  which  the  vision  of  Con- 
stantine  exalted  into  a  symbol  of  victory,  was  as  yet  the  instru- 
ment of  shame ;  and  the  conception  of  Christ  as  *^  the  divine 
type  of  all  sorrow  and  suffering  "  could  not  well  be  ^^  placed 
in  competition  with  the  repre^tentatives  of  the  pagan  gods  ^'X 
Perhaps  the  truth  is  more  nearly  expressed  by  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Hemans,  that  this  reserve  ^'  was  imposed  by  reverential  tender- 
ness or  the  fear  of  betraying  to  scdrn  the  great  object  of  faith 
respecting  that  supreme  sacrifice  accomplished  on  Calvary. **§ 

A  more  general  consideration  must  here  be  noted,  however, 
as  affecting  the  whole  style  and  subject-matter  of  Christian 
Art.    Pagan  art  had  become  sensuous  in  form,  and  in  spirit 


*  LindMiy,  I.,  p.  47. 

f  CataeambeMds  Rome,  par  LoqIb  Perret;  oarnige  public  par  ordre  et  anz 
frais  du  Gk)UTernmeDt  sous  U  direction  4l'uii«  Gommission  ooinposee  de  M.  BL 
Ampere,  Ingr^,  Mesimee,  Vitet,  membres  de  Llnstitut  Paria,  Gide  ^t  J.  Baudry, 
fiditeurs.     1861. 

X  Kiigler;  Scbools  of  Painting  in  Italy,  1.^8. 

g  Article  on  'Hhe  Church  in  the  Catacombs,"  in  the  Ckxiiemporary  Review 
for  1S6«. 
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was  thoroughly  associated  with  idolatry.  Hence  Ohristianity, 
as  a  parely  spiritual  religion,  addressing  itself  not  to  sense  bat 
to  faith,  and  commending  an  inner  life  of  piety  above  all  forms 
of  devotion,  repadiated  the  exisfting  art  as  profane  and  de- 
moralizing. All  imitative  art,  all  personal  or  historical  repre- 
sentation, was  considered  a  violation  of  the  second  command- 
ment and  of  the  spirit  of  Christ's  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  No 
artist  could  be  admitted  to  baptism  without  first  renouncing 
bis  profession,  and  if,  after  joining  the  church,  he  took  up 
again  the  pencil  or  the  chisel,  he  was  excommunicated  for 
what  Tertnllian  denounces  as  '^  his  iniquitous  occupation." 
Bnt  while  thus  "  forbidden  by  the  purely  spiritual  tendency  of 
the  age  to  indulge  in  any  direct  visible  expression  of  sacred 
objects,  the  early  Christians  could  nevertheless  have  recourse 
to  those  symbolic  representations  which  intimated  the  tenor  of 
the  new  doctrines,  without  wounding  the  feelings  by  any 
attempt  to  embody  sacred  things."* 

The  most  obvious  and  common  symbols  were  the  Lamb  and 
the  Vine  as  emblems  of  Christ ;  the  Dove,  a  symbol  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  the  Ship  or  Ark,  of  the  Church  ^  the  Anchor,  of 
Hope ;  the  Lyre,  of  Praise ;  the  Palm,  of  Victory.  The  great- 
est favorite,  however,  was  the  Fish',  which  symbolized  the 
element  of  water,  and  consequently  baptism  ;  and  the  letters 
of  its  name  were  the  initials  of  a  sentence  which  declares  the 
divine  mission  of  Jesus  for  the  redemption   of  mankind — 

These  symbols,  as  well  as  the  familiar  monogram  of  Christ, 
X  P,  were  engraved  upon  rings,  .gems,  and  other  minor 
objects  of  art;  and  they  are  enumerated  in  an  epistle  of 
Clement  of  Alexandria  (d.  216)  as  proper  to  be  worn  by 
Christians.  A  fine  collection  of  such  gems  is  represented  in 
Perret's  work,  chiefly  from  the  sacred  museum  of  the  Vatican. 
In  times  of  persecution  such  symbols  served  as  Masonic  signs, 
for  the  mutual  recognition  of  believers ;  and  it  was  enjoined 
upon  Christians  never  to  betray  their  meaning  to  a  heathen. 
The  resort  to  pagan  mythology  for  occasional  types  of  Christ, 
as,  for  example,  Orpheus  with  his  Lyre,  representing  peace 

•  Kiigler,  I.,  p.  7. 
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and  harmony  restored  to  nature  by  the  Advent,  shows  the 
lingering  power  of  old  beliefs  to  influence  new  and  truer  con- 
victions. 

The  earliest  remains  of  Christian  art  exhibit  the  superemi- 
nence  of  Christ  in  the  faith  of  primitive  believers.  Many  of 
his  miracles  are  portrayed  in  token  of  his  divine  power.  Some 
of  the  symbols  already  enumerated  point  to  his  supremacy 
over  the  physical  creation.  Upon  the  sarcophagus  of  Junius 
Bassus,  he  appears  enthroned  above  the  earth,  with  the  firma- 
ment stretched  over  him  as  a  canopy.  Many  of  the  inscrip- 
i  ons  of  the  catacombs,  especially  the  epitaph^  of  departed 
believers,  expressly  declare  the  divinity  of  Christ  by  the 
formula  "  in  CfirUto  Deo^^  denoting  the  peaceful  rest  of  the 
soul  in  its  divine  Saviour.*  In  grouping  the  disciples  or 
other  (ibaracters  of  the  Oospels^  the  place  of  preeminence  is 
always  given  to  Christ,  sometimes  with  special  attributes  of 
power  and  glory,  as  where  he  is  crowning  the  martyred.  The 
nimhua^  however,  is  regarded  by  some  writers  upon  Art  as  fix- 
ing  the  date  of  a  picture  at  the  fourth  century  or  later. 

Among  the  many  heads  of  Christ  which  are  delineated 
upon  the  walls  of  the  Catacombs,  two  are  commonly  selected 
as  typical.  .  One  of  these,  upon  a  ceiling  in  the  Catacomb  of 
St.  Calixtus,  presents  the  following  characteristics:  "The  face 
is  oval,  with  a  straight  nose,  arched  eyebrows,  and  a  smooth 
and  rather  high  forehead ;  the  expression  serious  and  mild ; 
the  hair  parted  on  the  forehead  in  the  center,  and  flowing  in 
curls  on  the  shoulders;  the  beard  not  thick,  but  short  and 
divided.  The  appearance  that  of  a  man  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  of  age."t  The  other,  dimly  traced  upon  a  wall  of 
the  Catacomb  of  St.  Panziano,  is  more  rigid  in  style  but  some- 
what more  youthful  in  expression ;  the  beard  is  less  full,  but 
the  hair  is  long  and  flowing,  and  parted  in  the  middle.  These 
portraits  are  of  special  interest  because  the  absence  of  the 
nimbus  gives  them  presumptively  an  eai'ly  date.  But  are 
they  portraits  of  Clirist  ? 

Mrs.  Jameson  demurs  at  this  point,  inasmuch  as  "  investi- 

*  See  in  Ferret,  Volt.  Y.,  YI.  \  Kiigler,  Italian  Paintera,  p.  IS. 
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gation  shows  both  these  pictures  to  be  snironnded  with  too 
mnch  obscnritj,  as  to  intention  and  period,  to  be  taken  as  any 
Bafe  data."* 

In  the  cemetery  of  Saints  Hermes  and  Basil,  on  the  Salaiian 
way,  is  a  head  of  Christ,  life-size,  with  the  hair  parted  in  the 
middle  and  flowing,  a  light  beard,  large  eyes,  and  heavy 
brows.  In  the  catacomb  of  St.  Pretextat,  on  the  Appian  was*, 
is  a  picture  of  Christ  seated  with  hands  uplifted  in  the  act  of 
benediction ;  this  has  both  the  nimbus  and  the  monogram 
XP ; — and  in  the  cemetery  of  St.  Agnes,  on  the  Nomentane 
way,  is  a  very  feminine  head  of  Christ,  in  the  midst  of  his  dis- 
ciples, and  also  a  fine  head  of  the  classic  type,  giving  him  the 
appearance  of  a  young  man,  whose  beard  is  scarcely  grown. 
A  youth  of  gentle  mien  is  quite  common  as  the  symbolic  rep- 
resentation of  the  Good  Shepherd,  ordinarily  with  a  lamb 
upon  his  shoulders,  and  two  other  Iambs  nestling  at  his  feet ; 
sometimes  with  a  flock  of  sheep  about  him,  which  he  guides 
with  his  staff  or  calls  with  his  pipe ;  all  this  the  commentary 
of  a  humble,  loving  piety  upon  our  Lord's  discourse  in  John 
z.,  showing  how  simply  tlie  early  Christians  lived  in  his  wprds. 
Christ  was  the  center  and  crown  of  their  faith.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  doubt  that  article  of  their  theology,  after  surveying  the 
decorations  of  the  catacombs  and  deciphering  their  inscrip- 
tions. 

The  youthful  type  of  countenance  was  by  no  means  restrict- 
ed to  Christ  in  these  early  attempts  at  Biblical  culture.  In 
the  catacombs,  Noah,  Moses,  Job,  Daniel,  Jonah,  are  somc- 
tilncs  painted  with  a  boyish  and  even  a  girlish  expression.  It 
is  curious  also  to  note  the  absence  of  the  Jewish  type  in  pic- 
tures of  the  Hebrew  race ;  indeed,  this  is  observable  in  pic- 
tures of  Christ  and  tlie  Yirgin  through  the  whole  history  of 
art. 

Equally  significant  ^th  the  preeminence  of  our  Lord  in 
early  Christian  art,  is  the  subordinate  place  assigned  for  a  long 
period  to  the  Yirgin  Mary.  In  some  of  the  oldest  known  rep- 
resentations of  the  Nativity  she  does  not  appear  at  all ;  as,  for 
instance,  in  the  bas-relief  of  the  sarcophagus  of  S.  Celsus  at 

*  History  of  oiir  Lord,  Vol  I.,  p.  IS. 
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Milan,  which  dates  from  the  fourth  century,  the  infant  Jeeus  is 
Been  lying  in  the  manger  under  a  rude  shed — a  feature  which 
shows  that  the  tradition  of  a  cave  as  the  scene  of  the  Nativ- 
ity  was  not  in  the  mind  of  the  artist ;  the  ox  and  the  ass  stand 
upon  either  side;  no  human  person  whatever  appears,  but 
above  the  hut  is  seen  the  bust  of  an  angel,  ,who  stretches  forth 
one  hand  in  token  of  benediction,  and  in  the  other  holds  a 
cross  as  a  prophecy  of  redemption. 

There  are  two  sarcophagi  at  Some,  of  about  the  same 
period,  upon  which  the  child  is  represented  lying  in  the  man- 
ger, with  a  covering  spread  over  it,  the  ox  and  the  ass  near  by, 
and,  what  is  very  significant,  though  neither  Joseph  or  Mary 
appear,  two  shepherds,  identified  by  their  crooks,  are  standing 
by,  having  come  to  seek  the  child  whose  birth  had  been  an- 
nounced by  the  angel. 

In  a  painting  in  the  catacombs,  the  infant  Jesus  appears,  not 
in  the  lap  of  the  virgin,  but  seated  alone  upon  a  throne.  This 
ascription  of  royalty  to  the  infancy  of  Christ,  with  no  recog- 
nition of  his  mother  as  in  any  way  participating  in  it,  is  highly 
instructive. 

Upon  a  sarcophagus  in  the  Lateran  is  a  representation  of 
the  adoration  of  the  Magi,  in  which  the  Virgin  is  quite  in  the 
background,  simply  a  historical  person  belonging  to  the  scene, 
and  looking  on  with  affectionate  interest,  while  the  babe  is  the 
recipient  of  a  royal  homage.  A  female  figure  upon  one  of  the 
monuments  of  the  catacombs,  long  supposed  to  be  the  Virgin 
Mary,  is  now  known  to  be  the  effigy  of  a  Ohristian  wife  at  the 
hands  of  her  widowed  husband.  But  after  the  fourth  centufy 
the  Virgin  assumes  a  greater  prominence  in  art,  and  has  ac- 
corded to  her  a  more  exalted  position — a  fact  which  naturally 
connects  itself  with  the  theological  term  ^itroxotf,  «« Mother  of 
God,''  so  much  in  vogue  during  the  Nestorian  controversy.  In 
'  a  Byzantine  mosaic,  ascribed  to  the  fourth  century,  the  Virgin 
is  represented  with  the  child  upon  her  knees,  much  in  the 
manner  of  the  Epyptian  Isis  with  the  infant  Horns.  A  simi- 
lar figure  in  the  catacomb  of  St  Priscilla — a  mother  suckling 
the  infant  upon  her  knees — ^may  be  only  a  symbol  of  Mater- 
nity, since  the  type  of  Vii^nity  is  standing  by  her  aide. 
8uch  allegorical  subjects  are  not  unfreqoefit  in  the  later  art  of 
he  catacombs. 
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The  KunsOcammer  at  Berlin  contains  two  carvinge  in  ivory, 
probably  of  the  fourth  century,  which  are  of  cnribns  valne  at 
this  point.  In  one  (No.  80)  Christ  is  represented  sitting  in  a 
throne-chair,  his  right  hand  raised  in  the  act  of  benediction, 
his  left  supporting  a  volnme  of  the  Gbspels,  at  his  side  Peter 
and  Panl,  above  at  each  comer  an  angel  with  an  emblem.  In 
the  other  (No.  86),  the  Virgin  appears  seated  in  a  chair  ex- 
actly like  the  first,  supporting  in  her  lap  the  infant  Jesus,  who 
u  making  with  one  hand  the  sign  of  benediction,  while  the 
other  holds  a  book ;  an  angel  stands  on  either  side  of  the  Yir- 
gin,  and  in  the  upper  comers  are  two  angels  corresponding 
with  those  of  the  first  scene.  The  accessories  of  ornament 
are  the  same  in  both.  Here  there  is  a  beginning  of  the  ex- 
altation of  Mary,  but  as  yet  only  in  connection  with  the  child 
Je8Q8,  and  with  no  indication  of  homage  to  herself.-  In  the 
cemetery  of  St.  Hermes  and  Basil,  the  Virgin,  St.  Catharine, 
and  other  female  saints  and  martyrs,  are  all  alike  surrounded 
with  the  nimbus ;  in  groups  of  holy  women  in  the  catacombs, 
Mary  is  usually  painted  somewhat  larger  than  the  others,  as  a 
sign  of  precedence,  though  not  of  adoration.  Indeed,  she 
often  stands  simply  as  one  among  several  arantes;  and  Saint 
Agnes  equally  with  Mary  is  sometimes  pictured  in  9  place  of 
honor,  between  the  apostles  Peter  and  Paul.  In  one  of  these 
groups  the  Virgin  appears  holding  up  the  infant  Jesus,  that 
he  may  receive  the  homage  of  her  companions ;  but  though 
fihe  holds  the  central  place,  the  honor  is  not  rendered  to  her 
but  to  the  child.  In  an  ancient  mosaic  in  the  Church  of  Mary 
at  Constantinople,  the  child  appears  not  in  the  lap  of  his 
mother,  but  on  a  throne  alone.  In  the  subterranean  Basilica 
of  St.  Clement  at  Borne,  the  '^  niche  of  the  Madonna  "  con- 
tains a  picture  of  the  Virgin  with  the  child  sitting  in  her  lap 
holding  a  scroll  in  his  left  hand,  while  his  right  is  raised  in  the 
attitade  of  blessing.  The  throne  is  highly  ornamented,  and 
the  Virgin  wears  a  je'weled  head-dress.  It  is  not  pretended, 
however,  that  this  picture  is  older  than  the  seventh  century ; 
while  the  so-called  "  Assumption  of  the  Virgin,"  in  the  same 
Basilica,  is  certainly  as  late  as  the  pontificate  of  Leo  IV.  In 
&  word.  Christian  art  affords  no  example  of  the  veneration  ot 
Mary  prior  to  the  fourth  century,  and  there  is  no  trace  of 
Mariolatry  in  the  catacombs.  • 
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It  would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  Article,  to  sketch  the  his- 
tory of  the  Madonna  in  the  later  Christian  Art,  although  this 
would  furnish  an  almost  continuous  commentarj  upon  phases 
of  theological  belief  and  devotional  feeling.  The  Immaculate 
Conception  of  the  Virgin,  for  instance,  was  the  favorite  subject 
of  Mi;riIlo,  because  the  Franciscan  order,  in  whose  service  he 
was,  were  in  his  time  the  zealous  champions  of  this  dogma. 

The  primacy  of  Peter  finds  little  countenance  from  the 
church  of  the  Catacombs.  Commonly  Peter  and  Paul  appear 
together,  sharing  the  same  dignity — ^as,  for  instance,  where 
both  are  crowned  together  by  our  Lord.  But  after  the  fourth 
century,  as  the  Eoman  usurpation  became  more  audacious  in 
history,  tlie  supremacy  of  Peter  begins  to  appear  in  art. 

It  is  difficult  to  mark  with  precision  the  period  when  the 
Trinity  began  to  be  represented  in  art.  Upon  a  sarcophagus 
in  the  Lateran  Museum,  ascrii^ed  to  the  fourth  century,  is  re- 
presented the  creation  of  Eve  by  Christ  the  Son,  who  is  identi- 
fied by  well-known  symbols;  the  father  seated  upon  a- throne 
is  blessing  the  woman,  and  behind  the  throne  is  another  figure 
which  is  assumed  to  represent  the  third  person  of  the  Trinity. 
We  do  not,  however,  regard  the  testimony  of  this  representa- 
tion as  decisive.  One  of  the  earliest  pictorial  representations 
of  the  Trinity  dates  from  about  the  ninth  century ;  in  this  is 
seen  an  old  man  crowned,  holding  in  his  outstretched  arms  a 
cross  upon  which  the  Son  is  suspended,  and  over  which  Lovers 
the  Holy  Dove.  But  the  several  persons  of  the  Trinity  appiear  at 
a  much  earlier  date,  in  their  distinctive  characteristics  and  offices 
— ^tbe  Father  commonly  represented  as  »n  aged  man,  some- 
times in  tihe  various  acts  of  creation,  sometimes  symbolized  by 
a  hand  in  the  upper  corner  of  the  picture ;  the  Son  in  his  offices 
of  love  and  works  of  power  upon  earth,  or  enthroned  in 
heavenly  majesty  ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  breathing  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters,  or  descending  in  the  form  of  a  dove  at  the 
baptism  of  Christ,  or  in  the  flaming  tongues  of  the  PentacosL 
In  the  Church  of  St.  Bassede  at  Rome,  upon  the  arch  of  the 
Tribune,  is  a  Mosaic  of  the  ninth  century,  which  represents 
the  adoration  of  the  Lamb  by  the  heavenly  host,  and  below 
this,  in  a  second  picture,  is  Christ  surrounded  by  saints,  above 
his  head  a  Hand  holding  a  wreath,  and  representing  the  Father 
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crowning  him,  and  at  his  side,  npon  a  palm  tree,  a  PhoBoix 
with  the  sacred  halo  aroand  ite  head.  Of  a  somewhat  later 
date,  perhaps  of  the  eleventh  century,  are  the  Mosaics  of  St 
Mark's  at  Venice,  which  represent  Christ  as  the  Creator, 
dividing  the  light  from  the  darkness,  blessing  the  seventh  day, 
&c.,  and  in  each  picture  he  holds  a  large  cross  in  his  right 
hand.  Such  pictures  are  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  Christ- 
ologj  of  that  pejiod.  Farther  back,  probably  of  the  sixth 
century,  we  have  an  ivory  diptych,  upon  one  leaf  of  which  is 
God  the  Father,  holding  before  him  a  scroll  inscribed  with  the 
words,  ^^  I  am  that  I  am,"  and  on  the  other  leaf  is  Christ,  a 
scroll  in  his  left  hand,  the  right  raised  in  the  act  of  benedic- 
tion. The  significance  of  the  hand,  as  a  symbol  of  the  Al- 
mighty, is  seen  in  a  series  of  the  creation,  of  an  early  date,  in 
the  museum  of  the  Vatican.  In  the  first  two  scenes,  the 
creation  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  of  the  trees  of  Life  and 
Knowledge,  the  Father  appears  in  full  form  as  a  man  of 
mature  years ;  in  the  third  scene,  the  creation  of  Adam,  only 
the  bnst  is  shown,  with  the  right  arm  stretched  forth  over  the 
body  jnst  brought  into  life ;  and  in  the  next  scene,  to  make 
room  for  Eve,  who  is  just  emerging  from  Adam's  side,  the 
Creator  is  withdrawn  entirely,  with  the  exception  of  his  hand, 
which  appears  in  the  upper  comer  of  the  picture.  By  grouping 
together  a  number  of  such  representations,  one  may  shape  an 
outline  of  early  Christian  theology. 

Hie  n^ative  lessons  of  this  are  hardly  less  instructive  than 
the  positive.  We  have  seen  that  the  worship  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  has  no  precedent  in  the  pictures  of  tlie  catacombs. 
Neither  do  we  find  there  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  nor  priestly 
oSoes  of  intercession  between  the  soul  and  God.  No  trace  of 
purgatory  is  found  upon  those  walls  consecrated  to  Christian 
faith  and  hope.  The  departed  sleep  in  Jesus,  they  are  ''  in 
peace  with  Christ."  Indeed  the  cheerful,  hopeful  love  of  these 
pictures,  the  avoidance  of  the  gloomy  and  painful,  and  especially 
of  those  martyr  scenes  which  were  a  prominent  subject  of 
lat^r  art,  is  in  wonderful  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  absence  of  scenes  of  our  Lord's 
passion  from  this  oldest  gallery  of  Christian  art.  The  sacra- 
ment of  the  supper  is  an  occasional  subject,  but  the  Love 
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Feast  is  more  frequent.  PoBsiblj  the  Eucharist  wiiS  concealed 
from  the  view  of  the  pagan  world,  as  too  sacred  and  awful-  a 
mystery ;  but  as  early  as  the  second  century  it  was  symbolized 
by  the  bread  and  the  fish,  so  common  upon  the  monuments, 
tn  the  Platonian  catacomb  is  almost  the  solitary  representation 
which  the  catacombs  furnish  of  the  crucifixion ;  a  Christ-head 
with  outstretched  arms  nailed  to  the  cross,  an  impressive 
painting,  propably  among  the  later  works  of  that  primitive 
art.  But  scenes  of  the  resurrection,  and  pictures  and  inscrip- 
tions declaring  the  beatific  state  of  the  departed,  are  very 
comn^on.  It  has  been  beautifully  said,  that  ''  not  one  expres- 
sion of  bitter  or  vindictive  feeling,  not  one  utterance  of  the 
sorrow  that  is  without  hope,  can  be  read  upon  these  monumen- 
tal pi^es ;  the  utmost  sign  of  grief  is  the  occasional  doletiSj  in 
an  epitaph.^^  In  contrast  with  Cicero's  vague  and  unsatisfactory 
consolations  upon  the  death  of  his  daughter,  and  his  uncertain 
hopes  of  immortality,  as  expressed  in  the  essay  onold  age,  the 
positive  and. cheerful  faith  of  the  humble,  unlettered  Christians 
who  buried  their  dead  in  the  subterranean  caverns  of  Rome, 
is  like  that  voice  of  God  for  which  Plato  longed,  breaking  the 
silence  of  the  hereafter.  Cicero  burned  the  body  of  his  fnend 
Cato,  with  a  loving  tender  care  for  his  ashes,  and  longed  to 
follow  his  soul  to  ^^the  divine  company  and  assemblage  of 
spirits ;"  but  the  Christian  believer  reverently  kept  the  body  in 
hope  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  regarded  the  soul  as 
already  with  Christ  in  his  glory.  Thus  upon  one  tomb  in  the 
catacombs,  we  see  the  anchor,  the  dove,  and  the  olive  branch, 
together  with  the  monogram  of  Christ ;  on  another,  Daniel  un- 
hurt in  the  lion's  den,  the  three  youths  walking  through  the 
fiery  furnace,  and  the  resnrrection  ot  Lazarus.  Here  we  read, 
**  Dionysas  in  Pace,"  there  "  Teudora  in  Pace,"  and  her  effigy 
is  painted  with  a  face  of  rapture,  the  veil  thrown  back,  the 
eyes  uplifted  in  the  expression  of  prayer; — everywhere  the 
symbols  and  mottoes  of  a  triumphant  faith.  '^  It  is  indeed,  in 
the  aggregate,  a  grand  and  afi;ecting  ideal  of  primitive  Christ- 
ianity, that  this  monumental  series,  painted,  sculptured,  and 
chiseled,  presents  to  us — a  moral  picture  of  purity  and  peace, 
earnestness  without  fanatacism — ^mystic  ordinances  undegraded 
by  superstition,  true  devotion  manifest  in  the  supreme  sacrifice 
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of  the  heart,  the  mind,  and  life.  The  varied  and  mystic  ilhia- 
tration  of  Bacraments,  the  select  representation  of  snch  nliracles 
88  convey  lessons  of  divine  goodness  and  love,  or  confirm  belief 
in  immortal  life,  may  be  said  to  revolve  aronnd  one  subject, 
that  dominates  like  a  star  whose  hallowed  light  illuminates 
the  entire  sphere — namely,  the  Personal  OflSce  of  the  Re- 
deemer, towards  whom  all  hope  and  faith  tend,  from  whom 
proceed  all  power,  all  strengthening  and  consoling  virtue.''* 

Such  a  testimony  to  the  early  power  of  the  Gospel,  to  the 
simple,  earnest  faith  and  piety  of  its  primitive  confessors, 
to  irs  cardinal  truth  of  the  Incarnation,  and  its  glorious  hope 
throuofh  the  resurrection  of  the- dead,  should  be  made  familiar 
to  students  in  our  collies,  not  as  a  curious  fragment  of  the 
history  of  Beliefs,  but  as  a  preliminary  chapter  in  the  history  of 
modem  civilization.  While  the  old  world  was  slowly  sinking 
to  decay,  there  were  deposited  in  the  tombs  of  the  saints, 
under  the  soil  of  ancient  Eome,  seeds  of  thought,  of  faith,  of 
life,  which  in  after  ages  germinated  in  a  civilization  that  made 
all  art  and  philosophy,  all  civil  and  social  life,  subservient  to 
the  visible  expression  of  Christianity. 

For  these  purposes  of  illustration,  a  Museum,  like  that  of 
Professor  Piper  at  Berlin,  might  be  established,  for  instance,  in 
the  Art  Building  of  Yale  College,  at  no  extravagant  cost. 
The  valuable  collection  of  Mediseval  art  in  the  Jarves  Gallery, 
already  deposited  there,  is  a  foundation  for  a  Christian  Muse- 
um, such  as  exists  nowhere  else  in  this  country,  and  could 
hardly  be  provided  in  any  cslpital  of  Europe. 

Most  fortunate  is  Yale  Collie  in  having  become  the 
possessor  of  a  treasure,  whose  value  will  increase  with  the 
centuries.  If  this  shall  now  be  supplemented  by  works 
illustrating  the  earlier  times  of  Christian  Art,  the  ^'  Stbbbt 
School  of  Fine  Arts"  will  fulfill  in  this  department  the 
uoble  intention  of  its  founder,  both  as  a  practical  School 
of  Art,  and  through  the  educational  power  of 'Art,  in  History 
and  in  Faith. 

*  Mr.  0.  J.  Hemani  in  the  *'  Contemporary  Be^iew." 
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Abticle    IIL—REVIEW  OF   ROBERT  COLLYER'S    SER- 
MONS ON  NATURE  AND  LIFE. 

Nature  and  Life.  Sermons  by  Robebt  Collyeb,  Pastor  of 
Unity  Church,  Chicago.  Fifth  edition.  Boston :  Horace  B. 
Fuller.  Chicago:  John  R.  Walsh.  1867.  (This  book  is 
"  dedicated  to  Noah  Augustus  Staples,  now  in  Heaven — aa 
a  token  of  undying  love"). 

And  who  is  Robert  Collyer,  many  will  be  inclined  to  ask, 
as  they  read  the  caption  of  this  Article ;  although  some  claim 
that  he  has  already  and  deservedly  acquired  a  national  repu- 
tation. Tlie  volume  before  us  was  first  issued  in  May,  1867, 
and  within  six  months  reached  its  fifth  edition.  Mr.  Collyer 
excels  most  Unitarian  preachers  and  authors  so  much,  in 
earnestness  and  practical  adaptedness  of  effort,  as  to  have 
become  almost  at  once  a  man  of  mark  in  his  own  denomina- 
tion ;  and  many  of  quite  other  views  are,  in  their  ignorance 
of  his,  too  much  disposed  to  think  of  him  with  a  degree  not 
only  of  tolerance,  but  even  of  favor,  entirely  unwarranted  by 
ai\y  just  Scriptural  measurement  of  his  style  of  preaching. 

He  was  bom  in  England,  of  Methodist  parents^e,  some 
forty  years  ago  or  more ;  where,  as  he  says,  ^^  he  sat  in  a  simple 
country  church  on  every  Sunday  morning,  joining  in  the  old 
liturgies,  that  in  one  form  or  another  had  been  said  and  sung 
ever  since  the  Saxon  embraced  the  Christian  faith,"  (p.  221). 
But  a  few  years  since  he  was  a  blacksmith  at  Chelton  Hills, 
near  Philadelphia,  and  a  Methodist  lay-preacher  of  ability  and 
zeal.  Under  the  influence  of  Lucretia  Mott,  it  is  said,  and  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Furness,  he  ere  long  embraced  rationalistic  senti- 
ments, and  is  \iow  the  chief  pulpit-orator  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  at  any  rate  out  of  New  England  and  New  York.  He 
has  a  mind  full  of  poetic  sensibility  and  fire,  and  is  tenderly 
touched  by  points  of  domestic  interest  and  scenes  of  natural 
beauty.  He  abounds  also  in  patriotism,  and  in  large  human 
sympathies  of  whatever  sort,  in  reference  especially  to  the 
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visible  griefs  and  tronblee  of  mankind.  He  is  a  man  of  well 
developed  phjsiqne  and  has  all  the  momentum  in,  him  of 
Tigoroas  health  and  strength ;  and  is  withal  a  man  of  pleasing 
address  as  a  speaker.  He  talks  right  oat  of  his  experience, 
BQch  as  it  is,  and  is  quite  commanieative  of  all  sorts  of  facts  in 
his  personal  history, — ^his  yonthfal  home,  his  parents,  his  early 
struggles  in  life,  his  travels,  his  sight-seeing,  his  literary 
reading,  and  his  conversations  here,  there,  and  everywhere. 
The  topics  that  he  selects,  while  often  quaintly  couched  in 
tbnn,  are  yet  for  substance  well  adapted  to  the  every-day  ex- 
periences of  his  hearers.  !No  wonder  then  that  his  more  cold 
and  classical  compeers  in  the  East  should  hail  with  gladness 
the  appearance  of  this  new  flaming  star  of  rationalism  in  the 
West !  And  what  a  sad  commentary  is  it  hpon  tlie  yet  un- 
sanctified  mass  of  literary  readers,  that  a  little  or  rather  a 
strong  spice  of  skeptical  speculation  or  surmise  gives,  in  their 
view,  snch  a  fancied  vahie  to  works  of  Literature,  Science,  and 
Philosophy,  as  to  add  greatly  at  once  to  their  popularity  I  At 
what  a  discount,  except  with  a  select  few,  do  writings  trans- 
fused with  evangelical  sentiment  stand  in  the  market,  not 
merely  of  the  world,  but  also  of  tlie  best  parts  of  even  Chris- 
tian America. 

Who,  then,  and  what  is  Robert  CoUyer  ?  By  his  words  let 
him  be  justified,  or  by  his  words  let  him  be  condemned.  A 
true  critic  is,  and  is  only,  both  theoretically  and  etymologically 
a  true  judge.  Mere  fault-finding,  in  whatever  elegance  of 
language  it  may  be  expressed,  is  as  pitiful  in  its  subject  as  it 
is  mean  towards  its  object.  The  truth  is  good  enough  when  it 
is  good,  and  bad  enough  when  it  is  bad,  to  need  no  extraneous 
additions  to  its  substance.  With  naught  of  malice  but  much 
/^ret  we  write  what  we. do  concerning  Mr.  Collyer — because, 
with  such  tripping  ruthlessness,  he  invades  the  great  immortal 
interests  of  our  common  humanity. 

To  do  him  justice,  and  the  community  of  readers  before 
whom  he  appears  for  favor,  he  must  be  looked  at, 

I.  In  a  literary  way, 

n.  In  a  moral,  theological,  and  pastoral  way. 

I.  That  Bobert  Collyer  has  been  well  endowed  by  his  Maker 
cannot  be  doubted.    He  not  only  has  a  strong  relish  for  the 
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beautiful,  and  a  quick  perception  of  .its  presence  and  its 
charms,  in  his  walks  through  "nature  and  life,''  but  he  knows 
well  how  to  communicate  what  he  sees  and  feels  to  others. 
Poetry  and  literature  form  indeed  a  much  larger  and  more 
significant  part  of  the  woof  of  his  discourses,  than  Scriptural 
words  or  truths  themselves ;  and  those  discourses  are  rather 
literary  essays  in  their  style  of  construction  than  sermons. 

He  uses  often  obsolete,  provincial,  cant,  and  even  slang 
words.  "  The  heaviest  proportion  of  shard  and  refuse,"  (p.  3 
and  p.  7):  "He  giveth  snow  like  wool  to  Aop  the  shivering' 
seed,"  (p.  54) :  "  Foremost  of  all  shadows,  of  a  greater  haU  or 
blessing,"  (p.  220):  "A  figure  cari>m  in  stone,"  (p.  221): 
"  Born  of  the  mere  spume  of  the  tempest,"  (p.  51):  "The 
cube  or  the  superfice^^^  (p.  36) :  "  To  ynime  out  his  temper," 
(p.  228) :  ''Bereaven  of  my  children,"  (p.  63):  "The  Greeks, 
the  most  inquisitive  and  n^^sy  race  on  the  earth,"  (p.  4) :  "I 
come  to  assure  you  afresh  of  the  immanence  of  Heaven,"  (p. 
61) :  "  A  gem  of  exquisite  outline  and  inline,^^  (p.  50) : 
"  Isaiah  has  a  noble  image  of  the  truth  fruitening  the  heart," 
(p.  47) :  "  His  light  goldened  all  the  way,"  (p.  18) :— these  are 
specimens  of  "  the  free  and  easy  "  way  with  which  he  handles 
"  the  king^s  English."  Specimens  of  uncouth  and  slang 
words  and  phrases  are  such  as  these  :  "  I  have  got  hold  of  a 
lop-sided  truth,'  when  I  make  earth  nought,"  &c.,  (p.  301): 
the  fact  that  "  I  am  not  to  be  hustled  through  my  life,"  (p. 
804):  "The  atheist  shall  gulp  down  his  sneer,"  (p.  13): 
"  Sloppy  days,"  (p.  44) :  "  Job  could  not  deaden  down  to  the 
level  of  his  misery,"  (p.  68) :  "  His  estimate  was  as  much  oid 
of  Prue  as  the  man  was,"  (p.  95) :  "  All  he  need  do  is  just  to 
leave-go  of  the  stroke-oar,"  (p.  122) :  "  Moses  headed  the  great 
Exodus,"  (p.  236) :  "  Now  Job,  what. is  the  use  of  your  whin- 
ing :  you  know  that  you  are  an  old  pewter  Pecksniff,  with  not 
one  grain  of  real  silver  about  you,"  (p.  64) :  "  Jolting  and 
rocking  for  days  on  the  back  of  a  grunting  camel,"  (p.  299) ; 
"  Whose  children  had  all  been  down  with  Scarlet  Fever,"  (p. 
280) :  "  The  common  run  of  men,"  (p.  188) :  "  The  young  man 
must  see  life  or  be  a  spoon^^  (p.  195) :  "  It  uncentres  a  man," 
(p.  189):  "When  a  life  has  trued  itself,"  (p.  166):  "Death 
when  the  Sin  is  done— death,  right  along ;"  "  You  can  beg 
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enoagh  corn  to  jput  you  through  the  Winter,"  (p.  188) :  "  Ee- 
ligions  men  who  let  their  affairs  lie  rownd  loossy^^  (p.  298). 

Ebetorical  roles  are  sacrificed  in  the  following  instances, 
and  in  some  of  them  grammatical.  '^  We  shall  never  cease  to' 
bear  the  voice  of  God  in  the  dang  of  the  sea  booming  among 
the  rocks,''  (p.  272) :  "  On  some  high  day  of  the  soul,  he  JUla 
with  a  great  sense  of  his  relation  to  God ;  and  the  one  eparh 
has  lighted  ap,"  &c.,  (p.  270) :  '^  All  aflame  with  the  beauty  and 
9dU  of  truth,"  (p.  268) :  <^  They  believed  heaven  was  only  a 
liUle  loaye  out  through  the  blue,"  (p.  248) :  '^  What  they  see  is 
not  me,"  (p.  6):  ^^In  ^at  one  small  thing  is  hidden  both 
angels,"  (p.  172) :  "  Certainty  reaching  through  change,  and 
the  flutter  of  a  fledgling's  heart  welded  fast  to  immntable 
law,"  (p.  121). 

In  his  discourse  on  ^^  The  Hither  Side,"  he  uses  the  word 
"  glory"  thirty-three  times,  and  the  phrase  '*  glow  and  glory  " 
twice,  and  once  the  phrase  ''  the  glory  shone  most  gloriously." 
Thifi  cannot  certainly  be  called  the  highest  style  of  literary 
effort.  • 

II.  But  let  us  look  at  Bobert  Collyer,  as  he  shows  himself 
to  us,  in  a  moral,  theological,  and  pastoral  way,  in  his  writings. 
A  man  may  reveal  himself  as  a  religious  thinker,  as  much  by 
what  he  does  not  say,  as  by  what  he  does,  in  Certain  places  in- 
viting and  demanding  the  full  and  earnest  presentation  of 
God's  uttered  will.  Silence  is  sometimes  indeed  golden ;  and 
fiometiuies  it  is  fearfully  ominous  of  evil.  Not  to  speak  God's 
word,  when^consenting  or  assuming  to  be  his  ambassador  to 
mankind — ^his  whole  word,  without  fear  or  favor — is  as  treacher- 
ona  to  both  heaven  and  earth,  as  to  open  one's  mouth  and 
speak  one's  own  will,  instead  of  God's.  In  either  cafe  the 
false  prophet  tampers  with  the  authority  of  his  Maker,  and  the 
eternal  interests  of  his  fellow-men.  Unitarianism  is  in  the 
hands  of  Robert  Collyer  the  same  system  of  denials,  and  of 
purposed  silences,  as  everywhere  else.  What  God  declares  he 
either  repeats  not  at  all,  or,  if  he  echoes  it  to  his  hearers,  it  is 
in  snch  an  altered  shape  as  justifies  his  silence  elsewhere,  and 
as  that  silence  itself  demands.  Not  to  the  (ipnscience  of  the 
sinner,  or,  bis  deep,  inward  sense  of  moral  hurt  and  of  moral 
want,  comes  he  with  the  sword  of  gospel  truth,  or  with  true 
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gospel  balm.  His  appeal  is  made  simply  to  the  good  senee, 
~  and  tlie  kind  feelings,  and  the  correct  taste,  and  the  tender 
sensibilities  of  his  andience.  It  is  worldly  wisdom  that  he 
brings  them,  his  own,  seasoned  with  that  of  scores  of  others, 
whom  he  loves  to  quote — to  make  them  the  more  snccessfnl  in 
their  business,  the  more  happy  in  their  homes,  and  the  more 
fond  of  books,  and  flowers,  and  friends.  No  one  could  by  any 
possibility  ever  be  awakened  under  such  false  preaching  to 
any  anxiety  concerning  his  moral  condition  and  his  eternal 
state ;  and  if  any  one,  whose  moral  instincts  and  convictions 
had  been  aroused  elsewhere  against  hi3  past  life,  should  come 
to  him  with  the  question, — ^'Sir,  what  shall  I  do  to  be 
saved  ? ''  be  would  be  told,  with  much  soft  speech,  that  '*  good 
people  always  go  to  heaven,  and  that  he  need  not  be  con- 
cerned :  he  was  good  enough  as  he  was,  to  go  there." 

"  He  is  no  gospel-minister,"  he  says  (p.  26),  "  who  will 
willfully  discourse  of  discouragement.  We  do  not  come  to 
churcii  to  be  told  that  we  are  withered  leaves  and  crawling 
worms,  but  to  be  assured  that  we  are  men,  made  only  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels  and  heirs  of  the  everlasting  life.  We 
come  to  the  preacher,  to  hear  what  will  help  us  sing, — ^to 
realize  what  there  is  beside  and  better  than  fading  and  falling. 
Therd  is  not  a  man  of  us  that  does  not  encounter  quite  enough 
on  week-days,  to  dishearten  him  in  being  compelled  to  listen 
to  'Thus  saith  the  v^orld,'  without  being  discouraged  on  a 
.Sunday  by  %* Thus  saith  the  Lord.'"  The  key-note  of  all  bis 
preaching  is  expressed  in  the  following  verses,  why3h^  with  six 
others  like  them,  are  to  be  found  (p.  82)  at  the  end  of  his 
sermon  on  '^  Light  on  a  hidden  way." 

*'  I  say  to  thee,  do  thoo  repeat 
To  the  fint  man  that  thou  shalt  meet, 
Id  lane,  highway,  or  open  street — 

That  he  and  we  and  aU  men  move. 

Under  a  canopy  of  love, 

As  broad  as  the  blue  sky  aboye ; 

And  we,  on  diyerae  shores  now  cast, 
Shall  meet,  when  this  dark  storm  is  past. 
Safe  in  oor  Father's  home  at  last" 
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The  one  great  doctrine  of  God's  fatherhood,  beautiful  in  all 
its  relatione  to  all  other  trnths,  but  not  out  of  those  relations 
or  with  one  of  them  Impaired,  is  the  one  only  doctrine  of  his 
religions  creed — ^not  only  absorbing  every  other,  but  destroying 
its  sense,  and  scope,  and  life.  , 

His  writings  justify  and  require  the  following  charges 
against  him : 

I.  He  sets  up,  whether  directly  or  indirectly,  false,  practical 
standards  and  tests  of  character. 

While  appearing  as  a  Christian  preacher,  or  as  a  preacher — 
to  think  of  him  as  he  thinks  of  himself— of  Christianity  in  its 
most  improved  and  ^Miberal"  form,  he  nowhere  takes  the 
attitude  of  a  message-bearer  from  God  to  man.  The  spirit  of 
duty  is  not  presented  anywhere,  as  the  heart's  chosen  tie  of 
affection  to  its  Maker.  That  God  has  any  laws  for  his  creatures, 
any  moral  laws,  as  high  as  heaven  and  as  deep  as  hell  in  their 
claims  and  sanctions,  no  one  would  ever  guess,  who  received 
the  truth  from  his  lips. 

Behold  how  he  not  merely  spreads  the  veil  of  forgetfulness 
over  the  sins  of  an  erring  brother  man,  hot  exalts  him  to  the 
highest  praise — although  utterly  oblivious  of  all  God's  claims 
upon  his  service  in  his  daily  life.  '^  There  is  nothing  more 
touching  to  me  in  all  literature,"  he  says  (pp.  11-2),  ^^  than 
those  poems  and  letters  of  Bums,  that  reveal  to  us  the  great 
fact  of  adverse  influences  perfecting  the  Divine  purpose.  We 
hear  eminent  critics  deplore  the  fact  that  Burns  wasted  his  pow- 
ers. They  say,  he  ought  to  have  written  an  epic.  Friends, 
Bums  did  write  an  epic ;  and  the  subject  was,  the  battle  of  a 
soul  with  its  physical,  social,  and  spiritnal  adversaries ;  and  it 
trembles  all  over  with  this  truth,  of  a  life  found  in  the  losing 
and  lost  in  the  finding.  Bom  in  the  worst  period  and  place 
of  a  fossilized  Calvinism,  he  drew  from  that  very  fossil  the 
richest  nurture  for  a  broad  and  catholic  trust  in  the  Infinite 
Love.  Mor^  selfish  than  most  sinners',  he  was  more  unselfish 
than  almost  any  saint.  And  well  he  might  have  cried  out, 
let  no  man  look  at  me  who  wants  to  see  me  ;  orjtry  to  find  the 
result  of  my  life  by  the  measure  of  what  he  sees  I  I  shall  die 
broken  down  by  poverty,  and  sorrow,  and  sin ;   but  I  shall 
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rise  again  and  Head  captivity*  captive  and  receive  gifts  for 
men.' " 

So,  in  speaking  of  Walter  Scott  (pp.  808-9)  he  Bays:  "His 
poems  wbre  but  the  forerunners  of  his  best  novels ;  and  tliese 
novels  are  the  crown  of  glory  on  his  life.  If,  instead  of  driving 
and  draining  his  genius  like  a  slave,  he  had  waited  reverently 
for  its  welling ;  then,  when  the  sweet  waters  ran  freely,  had 
turned  them  into  the  golden^  channels  of  great  books,  for  the 
blessing  of  the  world,  he  ought  to  have  written  his  last  books, 
as  he  wrote  his  first — as  he  was  moved  hy  the  Holy  Ohosty 

To  how  many  will  such  language  seem  to  border  on  blas- 
phemy f  Compare  with  such  a  strange  estimate,  to  say 
the  least,  of  the  divine  inspiration  of  Scott,  in  writing  bis 
novels,  Carlyle's  honest  and  decided  condemnation  of  the 
moral  tone  and  influence  of  his  writings.  "  Station  in  so- 
ciety," he  says,  **  solid  power  over  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  was  Scott's  avowed  object ;  towards  which  the  precept 
of  precepts  is  that  of  lago — ^put  money  in  thyjn^rse,^  Per- 
haps no  literary  man  of  any  generation  has  less  valne  than 
Scott,  for  the  immaterial  part  of  his  mission  in  any  sense — ^for 
the  spiritual  purport  of  his  work,  whether  it  tended  hitherward 
or  thitherward,  or  had  any  tendency  whatever;  in  this  nine- 
teenth century  our  highest  literary  man,  who  immeasurably, 
beyond  all  others,  commanded  the  world's  ear,  had,  as  it  were, 
no  message  to  deliver  to  the  world ;  wished  not  the  world  to 
elevate  itself,  to  amend  itself,  to  do  this  or  to  do  that,  except 
simply  pay  him  for  the  books  that  he  kept  writing."  Such  is 
the  man,  that  the  popular  haranguer  at  Chicago  audaciously 
declares  to  have  written  his  novels,  ^  he  was  moved  hy  the 
Holy  Ohosi — lowering  the  idea  of  inspiration  to  the  level 
of  Scott's  aimless  ardor  of  thought,  or  exalting  his  weak  ma- 
terial conceptions  of  life  to  the  superhurgan  plane  of  thoughts 
and  feelings  breathed  into  the  heart  from  above. 

How  easily  can  such  a  man  speak  of  that  fear  which  Christ 
bids  every  man  to  have,  when  he  says,  "  Fear  him,  who  after 

*  In  this  applieatioxL  of  words,  appropriate  only  to  the  Sayionr  in  his  high 
official  work,  to  a  mere  mortal,  and  one  oonspicnous  for  his  sins,  Mr.  CoUyer,  as  io 
several  like  instances  shows,  ooncInsiTely  the  nature  of  hlB  feelings  with  regard 
to  ihe  Scriptures  and  their  author. 
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he  hath  destroyed  the  body,  hath  power  to  east  into  hell,"— as 
a  "  lowy  coarse,  hell-fire  fear,  (p.  188) — ^the  fear  described  in  a 
quotation  that  every  preacher  of  this  school  can  repeat  to  yoa, 
as  readily  as  he  can  repeat  the  beatitudes ;  and  which  is  sore  to 
find  a  place  in  the  revi/oal  eecufon^  which  indeed  wovld  he  in- 
eomplke  without  it:^^ 

All  Mr.  OoUyer's  dead  are  sent  also  with  an  easy  dash  of 
the  pen,  to  heaven.  Young  and  old,  soldiers  and  civilians,  all 
go  at  once  "  where  angels  gather  immortality  by  lifVs  fair 
rtreain,  fast  by  the  throne  of  God."  (See  pp.  291,  279,  and 
815).  "  God's  finger  touchy  a  soldier  at  Fort  Donelson — and 
he  slept:  and 

"  The  great  iatelligencers,  fair. 
That  range  aboye  our  mortal  state, 
In  circle  round  the  blessed  gate, 
Received  and  gave  him  welcome  there.** 

This  is  quite  in  the  style  of  our  vaporing  orators,  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  who  send  with  a  whiff  of  eloquence  any  of 
the  heroes  of  the  Revolution  whose  names  they  mention,  and 
Jefferson  with  them,  unto  ^^  the  abode  of  the  blessed."     How 
easy  is  it  for  such  a  preacher,  with  such  weak  views  of  the 
moral  differences  of  human  character  and  conduct,  to  call  ^^  the 
pleasantness  of  sweeping  through  the  snow  (p.'  58)  in  sleighs 
and  good  company  a  means  of  grace  by  no   means  to  he 
despised?^    No  wonder  that  he  can  talk  with  such  tripping 
lightness  of  feeling  to  his  people  from  his  pulpit,  which  ought 
to  be  at  times  a  throne  of  thunder  to  them  as  at  others  of 
light  and  beauty  ;  but  never  "the  seat  of  the  scomer"  or  a 
stage  for  the  trifler.    In  speaking  (p.  228)  of  "  a  tired,  irritable 
man,  returning  to  his  home  at  the  end  of  the  day,  carrying 
his  dark  face  into  the  parlor,  snapping  his  wife,  pushing  aside 
his  children,"  &c.,  he  says :  "  He  eats  a  moody  dinner,  takes^a 
cigar— ^^^  Ihope^  and  serves  him  right — takes  a  book,  too, 
--not  Charles  Lwmh  or  Charles  Dickens^  I  warrant  you^^ — 
&c.      ♦      «       *      *       The  Bible  pictures  human   nature 
and  human  society* as  altogether   wanting  in   themselves  in 
divine  elements  of  character,  before  God.    "  They  are  all  gone 
out  of  the  way  :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good  :  no  not  one." 
But  to  Mr.^Oollyer's  eye  "  the  shadows  of  healing  (p.  229)  are 
,  VOL.  xxvn.  18. 
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far  more  and  better  (han  the  ebadows  that  hnrt."  ^^  I  am  not 
here,"  he  Bays,  ^^  to  cramp  life  and  nature,  and  to  tell  yon  it  is 
harder  to  cast  a  shadow  of  blessing  than  of  bane.  The  nature 
of  the  shadow  springs  from  the  nature  of  the  tree ;  and  in  this 
world  the  upas  and  the  poison-vine  are  only  here  and  there ; 
while  the  oak  and  the  apple  stand  by  every  cottage  door. 
Into  the  vast  majority  of  homes,  all  over  the  earth,  the  husband 
and  father  comes  when  the  day  is  done,  like  the  inponring  of 
a  new  life.  The  wise  men  who  came  only  in  the  shadow  of  a 
star,  did  well  to  bring  gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh,  to 
insure  their  welcome  where  the  child  lay  ;  but  the  shepherds 
who  bore  with  them  the  shadow  and  song  of  the  angels 
needed  no  other  gift."  K  such  is  a  true  gospel  view  of  "  the 
vast  majority  of  homes,  all  over  the  earth,"  how  could  Paul 
ever  rightly  say :  "•  For  many  walk  of  whom  I  have  told  you 
often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping,  that  they  are  the 
enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ ;  whose  end  is  destruction,  whose 
God  is  their  belly,  and  whose  glory  is  in  their  shame ;  who 
mind  earthly  things." — Phil.  iii.  18. 

2.  He  directly  disparages  Christ,  while  yet  professing  to 
preach  him  and  his  gospel.  In  his  sermon  entitled  ^^  Boot 
and  Flower "  (p.  5)  he  says,  putting  these  words  as  if  into 
Christ's  own  mouth,  '^  The  root  is  not  the  flower.  This  com- 
mon foot-sore  man,  with  this  poor  brown  face,  so  thin  and 
worn  that  men  think  I  may  be  nearly  fifty,  while  I  am  still 
but  thirty— What  can  I  be  to  men  whose  ideal  is  Apollo? 
I  cannot  sing  with  Homer ;  I  cannot  speculate  with  Plato ;  I 
cannot  unloose  the  seals  with  Eaclid ;  or  bear  men  on  the 
mighty  tides  of  eloquence  with  Demosthenes. '  Phidias  made 
the  marble  speak ;  Apelles  made  the  canvas  glow ;  I  made 
ploughs,  and  carts,  and  ox-yokes,  and  stools."  This  is  the  first 
introduction  of  Christ  to  us  in  his  pages,  that  ^'most  celestial 
soul,"  as  he  calls  him  (p.  7)  in  the  same  connection.  Farther 
on  (pp.  96-7)  he  speaks  of  him  in  the  'same  style,  saying : 
^'  He  had  no  royal  training,  no  waiting  sceptre,  no  kingly 
palace,  but  the  tender  nurture  of  a  noble  mother,  and  from 
the  first,  a  wonderful  nearness  to  God — and  that  was  alL" 
On  p.  159  he  describes  Christ's  first  miracle  at  Cana  of  Gali- 
lee, and  it  is  in  this  wise :   ^'  He  sits  apart  from  the  merry- 
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making,  there  is  not  much  that  he  caree  fpr:  but  at  last  there 
IB  one  thing — ^the  bridegroom,  an  old  friend,  probably,  is  about 
to  be  ashamed  and  humiliated  to  the  whole  country-side.  He 
saves  him  from  that  shame  and  humiliation.  I  care  not  a  pin 
about  whether  it  was  water  or  win0  they  had ;  but  here,  at  tlie 
opening  of  a  gospel,  is  the  story  of  one,  who,  for  ^'  Auld  lang 
Byne,''  will  not  let  his  friend  hang  his  head  ashamed.  It  is 
the  first  spark  to  be  detected  of  the  greatest  fire  that  ever 
burned  in  a  soul.  Once  started  it  eanght, — ^here  a  cripple, 
there  a  blind  man ;  here  a  widow,  there  a  madman,  leaping 
from  one  to  another,  growing  white  and  full,  deep  and  intense 
with  what  it  fed  on,  until  it  burnt  through  the  very  asbestos 
of  the  grave."  On  p.  203  he  calls  him  '^  the  most  noble  and 
tender  of  all  souls."  In  his  sermon  on  *'  Boot  and  Flower," 
cited  above,  he  gives  four  specimens  in  one  connected  view  of 
a  poor  dry  root  ending  in  a  bright  precious  flower.  And  what 
a  combination  of  names  and  ideas  to  be  brought  together  into 
ODe  category  of  praise  I  Who  can  write  or  repeat  them,  with- 
out shuddering  at  the  desecration  of  the  kingly  name  and 
authority  of  the  Bedeemer  of  the  world  i  They  are  these : 
Jesus  Christ,  whose  imaginary  speech  about  his  own  inability 
to  equal  the  celebrated  heathen  of  his  and  elder  days,  has 
been  already  quoted  (pp.  4-14) ;  and  Charlotte  Bronte  ^^  out 
on  the  Yorkshire  moors;"  ^'dear,  quaint,  loving  Charles 
Lamb;"  and  Bobert  Burns,  over  whose  moral  life  and  its  bene- 
fits to  himself  and  others,  such  mock  parade  is  made  by  him,  as 
shown  already.  In  summing  up  the  lesson  taught  by  these 
examples  he  says  (p.  16) :  ^^  I  know  of  nothing  more  fatal  in 
all  outward  seeming  than  Jewry  to  Christ  and  Ayrshire  to 
BuTDs,  and  Fleet  Street  to  Lamb,  and  Haworth  to  Charlotte 
Bronte.  If  God  in  every  one  of  these  instances  had  revealed 
to  me  the  conditional  as  the  root  of  the  resulting  life,  I  think 
I  should  have  besought  him  every  time  to  alt^  the  decision 
and  not  plant  9uck  holy  and  noble  natvres  in  such  a  dismal 
soil."  Is  the  Christ  of  whom  he  prates  such  gibberish,  as  he 
^'  stands  in  the  porch  between  the  living  and  the  dead,"  and 
should  sometimes  at  least  stand  *^  weeping  there," — ^that 
"  Brightness  of  the  Father's  glory  and  express  image  of  his 
Person,"  that  "  Light  which  lighteneth  every  man  that  cometh 
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into  the  world ; "  ^^  before  whom  every  knee  shaU  one  day  bow, 
and  every  tongoe  confess  that  Jeens  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the 
glory  of  Ood  the  Father,"  of  whom 'not  only  the  precepts  and 
prayers,  and  praises  of  prophets  and  apostles,  bat  all  history 
also  and  heaven  and  earth  themselves  are  fnlU  He  who  can 
mingle  the  names  of  Jesos  Christ  and  Boi>ert  Bams  in  the 
same  breath  of  praise  has  no  message  from  above  to  bring  to 
his  fellow-men  worth  the  hearing.  While  standing  np  boldly 
in  the  name  of  Christ  before  his  fellows,  as  if  coming  to  them 
with  his  will,  his  whole  will  and  nothing  bat  his  will,  he 
fonnds  what  he  has  to  say,  or  fortifies  and  adorns  it  much 
more  with  what  he  obtains  from  Coleridge,  Bums,  Gray, 
James  Hogg,  John  Foster,  Milton,  Samuel  Johnson,  Dr.  Beid, 
Charles  Lamb,  Thackeray,  Leigh  Hunt,  Hazlitt,  Sydney 
Smith,  Dickens,'  Buskin,  Prescott,  Channing,  Goethe,  and 
Bichter,  than  with  the  plain  quickening  and  decisive  words 
of  the  Divine  Master  whose  servant  he  professes  to  be. 

3.  He  disparages  the  Bible — ^at  times  the  whole  of  it,  and 
at  others,  various  parts  of  it  in  particular. 

In  speaking  of  the  imprecatory  Psalms  of  David — of  which, 
including  all  parts  of  the  Scripture  with  them,  as  they  were 
gathered  together  iti  one  in  Christ'^  day,  and  as  they  are  still 
preserved  to  us,  the  Saviour  says :  *^  I  came  not  to  destroy  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets,  but  to  fulfill  them,"  &c.  and  of  which 
Paul  said  :  ^^  All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God," 
&c. ;  he  says,  "  You  have  every  right  (p.  266)  to  try  to  ex- 
plain them  away ;  but  it  is  like  biting  a  file,  at  once  useless 
and  destractive  of  a  precious  gift  of  God.  Your  trouble  rises 
out  of  your  claim  of  entire  inspiration  of  the  divine  holy 
spirit*  through  the  whole  book.  We  have  no  such  trouble, 
because  we  make  no  such  claim.  We  claim,  the  holy  spirit 
inspired  what  is  holy  and  pure,  and  tender,  and  true,  beautiful, 
and  good,  and  manly  and  womanly ;  but  if  there  is  a  part  of 
the  book,  hard,  unmerciful,  vindictive,  or  ungodly,  on  the  plain 

*  The  wordii  "  holy  spirit,"  *'  ■orifitnre,*'  Ae.  are  printed  here,  as  in  Mr. 
OoUyei's  tezt^  in  small  letters.  Bams  and  Diekem  are  in  eapitals,  bat  not  the 
Holy  Spirit.  "  The  Cotter's  Saturday  Night'*  is  foil  of  capitals,  but  Scripture  is 
a  word  that  runs  low  with  this  clerical  rationalist.  Eyen  "straws  show  which 
way  the  wind  blows." 
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wAolesome  interpretation  of  thow  termsy  as  we  live  by  them^ 
then,  the  holy  spirit  did  not  inspire  that  bat  the  unlioly 
spirit;  and  if  yon  want  scripture  I  repeat  for  you  those 
words  of  the  disciple :  *  Beloved,  believe  not  every  Spirit,  but 
try  the  Spirits  whether  they  be  of  God/"  So  (p.  273)  he 
sayB  again,  *^  the  vindictive  Psalms  will  die  out ;  we  shall  put 
them  aside ;  they  are  nothing  to  us,  or  we  to  them ;  we  could 
do  better  without  them  to-day."  He  concludes  however  that 
^  none  of  these  things  can  trouble  us,  when  we  come  with  a 
Bweet,  wholesome,  frankness  to  this  great  book,  and  enter  into 
the  spirit  and  power  of  its  uttenmces,  wherever  they  chord 
with  the  longings  and  aepiratione  of  the  soul ;  "  just  as  in  the 
same  way  and  to  the  same  degree,  we  might  get  advantage 
from  the  best  parts  of  Shakespeare.  He  is  roaming  about  in 
this  passage,  as  in  many  kindred  ones  in  his  book,  in  that  hazy 
atmosphere  of  which  he  speaks  in  a  discourse  on  ^'  Hope" 
(p.  135), "  affirming  " — which  he  claims  as  a  special  matter  of 
"  credit  to  the  liberal  faith," — **  that  there  is  an  infinite  truth 
over  and  above  the  Bible,  into  which  all  men  are  welcome  to 
penetrate,  who  will  or  can — so  opening  the  vista  of  a  blessed 
and  boundless  hope  to  the  always  unsatisfied  mind  and  soul. 

In  "  A  talk  to  Mothers  "  (p.  311)  he  quotes,  *'  A  good  and 
great  man,  whose  children  are  remarkable  for  nobility  and 
beauty,"  as  "  saying  to  him  once  in  a  letter,  I  count  a  great 
part  of  the  grace  in  my  children,  from  a  new  reading  of  the 
old  commandment  I  read  it  always,  'Parents  obey  your 
children  in  the  Lord,  for  this  is  right.'"  Then  adds  Mr. 
Collyer,  "  That  I  conceive  to  be  especially  the  true  reading 
for  yon,  mothers."  And  why  not,  if  Bible  truth  has  but  a 
nose  of  wax  on  its  face  I  Why  not  turn  it  one  way  or  another, 
as  you  list,  to  suit  anybody's  whim,  or  to  amuse  any  one  with 
a  joke.  In  speaking  of  different  forms  of  the  tisar  of  God  (p. 
183)  he  says :  "  The  first  and  lowest  form  is  a  fear  of  him  as  a 
jailer  and  executioner,  who  stands  and  waits  until  that  sure 
detective,  Death,  shall  hunt  the  criminal  down,  and  bring  him 
into  court  (where  by  the  way,  there  is  no  jury— a  thing  that 
certainly  wotdd  riot  be  omitted  if  these  Western  nMions  had 
written  the  Bihle.)^  Does  not  every  drop  of  Puritan  blood  m 
a  man's  veins  run  cold,  at  the  reading  of  such  awful  trifling 
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with  the  Word  of  God,  by  one  who  offere  to  be  its  formal  ex- 
pounder to  as  many  as  will  come  to  hear  it  at  his  mouth ; 
and  many  deluded  ones  does  he  draw  away  irom  the  sincere 
milk  and  strong  meat  of  the  true  word  of  God  I 

Behold  what  he  says  of  Job  (p.  72):  ^^  I  cannot  be  satisfied 
with  the  last  words  which  some  later  hand  has  added  to  the 
book  that  holds  this  sad  history."  Where  does  God  anywhere 
say  he  will  pause  in  his  works  or  word,  for  any  man  to  become 
satisfied  1-  Is  not  the  truth  always  what  it  is,  without  our  en- 
dorsement or  reception  of  it !  A  pantheistic  essayist  of  our 
day,  remarkable  for  his  many  apothegmatic  sayings,  is  said  to 
have  remarked  that  "  he  accepted  the  universe  as  it  is."  What 
would  the  universe  have  done,  if  he  had  happened,  in  his  great 
wisdom,  to  reject  it  ?  Mr.  Oollyer  goes  on  to  say :  "  They  tell 
us  how  Job  has  all  his  property  doubled,  to  the  last  ass  and 
camel ;  has  seven  sons  again,  and  three  daughters ;  has  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  his  accusers;  lives  a  hundred  and  forty  years; 
sees  four  generations  of  his  life ;  and  then  dies  satisfied.  Need 
I  say  that  this  sohUion  vriU  not  stand  the  test  ofUfe  ;  that  if 
life  on  the  average  came  out  so  from  its  most  trying  ordeal, 
there  would  be  little  need  for  sermons  like, this."  Here  is  his 
great  hermeneutical  appliance  for  knowing  what  to  receive 
and  what  to  reject,  that  demands  his  reverential  and  obedient 
regard  as  the  word  of  G^d.  Not  his  very  Maker  can  come 
with  a  command  before  him,  or,  if  he  can  bring  it  al)out, 
before  anybody  else,  except  through  the  narrow  door,  whose 
key  he  himself  holds,  of  "  the  test  of  lifeP  Of  scientific 
exegesis  he  has  none,  nor  does  he  seem  to  feel  the  need  of  any. 
Of  such  as  he  has,  which  is  of  the  most  flexible  and  accommo- 
dating character,  the  two  poles  are  such  poeUoal  conceptions  of 
any  textj  or  associations  with  it,  as  shall  serve  to  give  it 
sparkle  and  flavor^  and  the  application  to  any  unpleasant 
sense  of  any  passage  of  ^^  the  test  oflifeP 

Of  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes,  he  says  (p.  89) :  "  If  you  take 
this  book  as  it  stands,  and  undertake  to  believe  it,  the  result 
is  very  sad.  It  chills  all  piety,  paralyzes  all  effort,  hushes  all 
prayer."  "  In  the  deepest  meaning  of  the  truth  and  the  life, 
this  assertion  that  all  is  vanity  is  utterly  untrue.  It  is  no 
nwtter  to  me  that  the  man  who  wrote  it  is  sometimes  called 
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'  the  wisest  man  { '  that  he  Was  in  deadly  earnest  about  it ; 
that  it  was  his  own  wofhl  experience ;  and  if  yon  could  add 
to  this  that  an  angel  had  come  from  heaven  to  reafSrm  it. 
All  this  is  goflsamer  before  the  conmcHon  of  every  wAoleeome 
and  healthy  nUnd,  that  in  this  universe  there  is  an  infinitely 
different  meaning.^'  ^^  Love,  says  Solomon,  is  strong  as  death 
(p.  146) ;  but  the  instant  we  read  that,  we  say,  Solomon  does 
not  reach  the  mark  in  his  definition,  any  more  than  he  did  in 
his  life ;  for,  in  the  history  of  humanity,  millions  of  proo&  have 
been  given,  that  love  is  stronger  than  death." 

Of  the  Psalms  he  says  (p.  257) :  *^  St  AthanaBius  has  pre- 
served the  tradition,  that,  the  present  collection  of  ISO  was 
made  out  of  3000  Psalms,  that  were  at  that  time  getting  them- 
selves said  and  sung  in  old  Jewry  ;  from  which  we  may  infer, 
that  bad  verse  and  pretended  inspiration  is  by  no  means  the 
reeolt  of  modem  degeneracy.  It  is  a  selection  of  sacred 
poems  from  a  great  mass  (p.  260)  containing  marks  of  careless- 
ness that  would  ruin  the  reputation  of  any  editor  in  our  own 
time;  with  no  particular  certainty  about  the  authorship,  or 
when  the  book  was  collected,  or  who  did  it,  or  when  men 
pronounced  it  of  such  divide  authority,  or  who  authorized 
tliem  to  do  so,  and  whether  some  of  the  best  among  the 
2850  rejected  Psalms  ought  not  to  have  been  retained,  at  any 
rate  in  preference  to  those  that  are  twice  printed."  The  proof 
that  those  which  we  have  are  inspired,  he  bases  entirely  on  the 
two  facts  of  their  "  perennud  life  and  univereal  adaptation  /" 
which  would  prove  as  well  the  inspiration  of  any  of  the  great 
poems  of  every  age  and  nation.  No  wonder  that  on  such  a 
sliding  scale  of  ideas,  obedient  to  the  power,  at  any  moment, 
of  any  passing  whim  or  sudden  theological  want,  whether  for 
offense  or  defense,  the  power  to  work  miracles  of  healing, 
delegated  to  the  apostles,  can  be  put  in  a  grotesque  light,  as  in 
the  following  passage  (p.  216) :  ^^  They  had  done  very  great 
woDders,  under  the  pressure  of  that  power,  for  which  we  use 
the  word  miracle;  though  it  is  about  as  indefinite,  as  the 
Indian  term  *  big  medicine.' " 

4.  He  disparages  and  ridicules  the  great  leading  doctrines 
of  the  Bible.    Like  his  denominational  confederates,  generally. 
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he  deals  bat  little  in  direct  doctrinal  atatementa;  like  them 
he  is  fond  of  uttering  slants  against  the  positive  views  of  Bible* 
truth,  declared  by  those  of  evangelical  fai|;h. 

He  thus  speaks  of  the  fall  of  our  first  parents  (p.  48): 
^^  John  Foster,  great  man  as'  he  was,  lived  in  the  belief,  that 
this  tair  world  was  wrecked  and  rained  in  the  biting  of  an 
apple;  that  a  man  and  woman,  as  inexperienced  as  two 
babies,  were  placed  in  a  position  to  do  a  mischief,  for  which  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  find  a  comparison.  I  thought  of  myself  as 
placing  my  five-year-old  boy  on  the  locomotive  of  a  great 
train,  and  giving  him  the  lever  with  a  strong  temptation  tp 
turn  it,  and  a  strict  command  to  let  it  alone ;  then  leaving  him 
to  his  own  devices,  and  the  passengers  to  their  doom.  He 
(John  Foster)  could  permit  his  soul  to  be  bolted  fast  in  a 
prison,- so  dark  that  the  very  stars  in  heaven  were  no  better  to 
him  than  a  great  penitentiary  and  graveyard."  "  I  am  led  to 
wonder,"  he  says  also,  /*  sometimes  (p.  223)  whether  it  was  not 
the  best  thing  after  all,  for  those  first  parents  to  plunge  in  as  they 
did,  and  get  done  with  their  Paradise,  if  they  must ;  rather 
than  k^ep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the 
sense." 

Of  the  final  and  eternal  perdition  of  the  ungodly,  his  utter- 
ances are  such  as  these  :  ''  If  you  can  bring  a  man  to  believe 
(p.  184)  that  Ood  is  to  this  dreadful  penalty  what  the  soul  is  to 
the  body,  what  the  burning  is  to  the  fire — the  very  life  of  the  eter- 
nal torture — replying' never  1  never  1  never  1'  to  every  cry  out  of 
the  pit,  of  *  Oh,  when  will  this  agony  be  over  ? '  then  you  have 
a  fear  of  Ood  in  that  man,  beside  which  the  fear  of  a  slave  to- 
ward a  cruel  driver  is  a  pleasant,  frisky  thing ;  and  such  a  fear 
can  have  but  one  of  two  results ;  it  places  him  in  a  bitter,  hope^ 
less,  blasphemous  atheistn,  or  it  forces  him  into  a  slavish, 
crouching  abject  submission ;  where  every  free  and  noble  aspira- 
tion is  lost  in  the  one  great  hunger,  to  be  on  good  terms  with 
such  a  dreadful  master.  The  pagan  on  this  plane  of  belief  is 
wiser  than  the  Christian.  He  says  boldly,  that  the  doer  of  this 
is  the^Z  spirit ;  and  so  he  tries  to  be  on  good  terms  with  him. 
But  wherever  such  a  fear  has  a  real  place  in  the  soul  of  man  or 
woman,  African,  Indian,  or  Saxon,  in  that  soul  the  love  of 
Ood,  or  even  a  true  fear  of  Ood,  is  utterly  out  of  the  question. 
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It  deetrojB  every  fair  bloeoom  of  the  Bonl :  it  leaves  nothing  to 
ripen,  nothing  beantifal  even  to  live."  But  who  will  '^  flee 
from  the  wrath  ta  come,"  if  he  does  not  first  thoroughly  believe 
in  the  existence  of  its  terrors }  Who  will  appreciate  or  even 
accept  Ood's  mercy,  bat  he  who  has  previously  felt  how  jnst 
Ood  is  in  all  the  requirements  and  sanctions  of  his  law,  and 
how  glorious  in  his  justice  ? 

Again  he  says  (p.  297) : ''  ^It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  living  Ood;'  it  would  be  unspeakably  more 
fearful  not  to  fall  into  his  hands.  I  have  heard  preachers  often 
try  to  make  sin  fearful,  by  proclaiming  a  torture  of  fire  for  it ; 
bat  the  most  fearful  fire  I  ever  heard  of  was  pne  in  which 
there  was  no  torture ;  where  a  roan  had  lain  down  on  a  lime- 
kiln, and  the  vapor  had  come  up  and  destroyed  all  feeling,  and 
then  the  fire ;  and  when  morning  came,  what  the  fire  had  touched 
wag  charred  bone,  and  the  man  never  knew  it — ^never  knew  it, 
or  he  would  have  been  saved."  "  It  is  a  horrible  thing  to  teach 
(pp.  168-9)  that  the  Almighty  made  even  the  fiends  only  to  tor- 
ment us,  to  lead  us  wrong  and  lure  us  down ;  and  then  at  last  to 
listen  while  they  send  up  yells  of  fierce  laughter  over  our  hapless 
misery.  What  I  do  I  must  stand  by ;  no  doubt  of  that,  if  I 
will  not  take  refuge  in  the  infinite  pity  and  pardon.  The 
wages  of  sin  is  death — death  when  the  sin  is  done^  death  right 
along:  the  deadening  and  darkening  of  all  I  might  have  been, 
had  I  done  right,  right  on.  But  when  the  angels  above  me 
are  powerless :  when  my  mother's  love,  and  my  father's  faith, 
and  wife  and  children  and  friends,  all  fail :  when  all  the  great 
inflaences  from  heaven  fail,  and  I  voiLl  rush  on  and  down,^ — 
then  the  angels  come  from  below,  in  terrible  shapes,  perhaps, 
and  armed  with  dire  torments ;  hut  they  come  to  save  7ne  and 
mean  to  sofve  meJ*^ 

And  what  says  this  ungodly  dreamer  of  the  Atonement? 
Much,  sadly  much,  in  every  way.  **  I  do  not  wonder,"  he 
Bays  (p.  186),  '^  that  Paul,  standing  where  he  did,  should  be 
BO  filled  with  enthusiasm  by  it,  and  should  run  all  over  the 
world  to  tell  it,  with  strong  crying  and  tears.  To  Paul,  educa- 
ted in  the  belief  that  a  sacrifice  was  imperative,  this  was  a 
wonderful  revelation — the  awful  debt  paid — ^paid  by  the  son 
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in  (he  tcift  of  his  life.  Yet  (p.  187)  *  when  w«  come  to  ques- 
tion the  system,  it  will  not  stand.  The  moment  yon  open  the 
idea  with  the  master-key  of  the  fatherhood  of  Gk>d,  yon  begin 
to  see  that  it  cannot  be  true.  It  is  the  father  punishing  the 
brother  who  is  innocent,  for  the  brother  who  is  guilty."  Yes  I 
we  admit  it,  if  the  brother  punished  is  only  the  brother  of  the 
one  thereby  absolved,  and  no  more ;  and  if  he  is  punished  in- 
voluntarily on  his  part.  ^^  You  cannot  help  seeing,"  he  adds, 
^'  that,  however  willing  the  brother  may  be  to  bear,  it  is 
against  the  nature  of  true  greatness  in  the  father  to  inflict  the 
penalty.  It  is  no  more  right  to  do  so,  than  it  was  right  to 
punish  the  French  page  for  the  fault  of  the  French  prince. 
If  it  was  right  that  Christ  should  bear  your  sins  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,  it  will  be  right'  for  you  to  punish  the  elder 
child  in  yonr  home,  the  next  time  the  younger  breaks  into 
some  mad  ireak  of  temper.  Besides,  this  doing  wrong  with 
the  sure  conviction  that  some  one  must  suffer  for  it,  and  then 
crouching  down  behind  another  while  he  bears  the  blow  ;  this 
running  into  a  debt,  that  you  are  sure  another  will  have  to 
pay ;  this  lying  on  the  shady  side  of  the  bam,  all  through  the 
summer,  because  you  know  you  can  beg  enough  com,  to  4>ut 
you  through  the  winter,  firom  the  man  who  toils  all  day  in 
the  hot  sun,  and  who  loves  you  so  well — ^good  merciful  man 
that  he  is — that  you  are  sure  he  will  not  let  you  starve ; — does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  best  way,  to  promote  a  stout,  deep, 
steady,  personal  manliness."  Was  ever  the  great  and  precious 
doctrine  of  justification,  by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
more  grossly  travestied  t  and  that  by  one  claiming  to  be,  with 
others  like  him  in  his  opinions,  altogether  in  advance  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  Christian  Church  in  all  ages  hitherto  ?  The 
atonement  of  Christ  has  such  a  representative  value,  in  the 
eye  of  the  great  Law-giver  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  is  such  a 
nianifestation  of  regard  for  his  law,  by  both  the  Father  and 
the  Son — the  one  offering  and  the  other  receiving  it — ^that  QnA 
can  by  accepting  it,  in  lieu  of  the  repentant  sinner's  deserved 


*  Here  he  applies  the  negative  pole  of  his  exegesis,  sneh  as  it  is,  to  the 
matter  b  hand— or,  "  ih$  Uit  of  lift.*    And  what  an  all-rerealing  touehstone  it 
I  to  be— to  himself  I 
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and  otherwise  needfiil  pnniehmeDt,  remit  the  penalty  of  his 
broken  law,  and  yet  sustain  that  law,  which  has  in  it  the  life 
of  his  moral  nniverse,  unimpaired.    • 

.  6.  He  makes,  in  effect,  a  complete  barlesqne  of  the  great, 
divinely  ordained  duties  of  life,  on  the  right  or  wrong  perform- 
ance of  which  the  balances  of  human  destiny  %re  hung. 

He  undertakes  to  present  in  three  separate  discourses,  those 
threid  '^abiding"  or  immortal  and  sonl-saving  elements  of 
characteh — "  faith,  hope,  and  charity  " — in  which  lies  the  very 
marrow  of  the  gospel,  in  respect  to  what  man;  each  and  every 
man,  is  to  do  and  to  have,  in  order  to  be  acceptable  to  God. 
"  Faith,  which  works  by  love  and  purifies  the  heart,"  contains 
in  it  all  that  there  is  of  subjective  Christianity.  To  lead  each 
hearer  to  the  voluntary  and  earnest  procurement  of  this  heart 
treasure  is  the  end  of  all  preaching,  as  to  obtain  and  augment 
it  in  the  soul  is  the  end  of  aU  hearing  of  the  word.  *^  Who  is 
he  that  overcometh  the  w;orld,  but  he  that  believeth  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God !"  *^  He  who  hath  this  hope  purifieth 
himself,  even  as  he  is  pure." 

What  now  saith  Mr.  Oollyer  of  that  faith, "  without  which  " 
Paul  tells  us  that  'Mf'is  impossible  to  please  God;"  and  con- 
cerning which,  he  also  says,  that  they  who  have  it  ^^  declare 
plainly  that  they  seek  a  better  country,  that  is,  a  heavenly ; 
wherefore  God  is  not  ashamed  to  be  called  their  God ;  for  he 
hath  prepared  for  them  a  city."  Taking  Abraham  .as  an  ex- 
ample of  true  faith,  ho  says  (p.  102) :  ^^  He  was  possessed  by 
two  great  ideas :  one  was  to  make  a  new  home ;  the  other,  to 
fill  that  home  with  children  and  so  become  the  founder  of  a 
family."  No  I  Abraham  had  but  one  idea  in  life  and  that  was 
to  obey  God  in  all  things ;  and  everything  else,  including  Isaac, 
family,  and  home,  were  of  no  account,  relatively,  in  his  sight. 
And  what  was  the  taith  which  he  had  ?  Bepose,  sweet,  com- 
plete repose  of  heart  in  the  character,  will,  and  word,  and 
work  of  God.  So  say  we  I  bnt  what  says  the  ^^  liberal "  voice 
at  Chicago.  It  was  "  faith,"  he  says,  "  in  the  future  "  (p.  104) : 
^  he  endured  everything  and  did  everything  with  Ms  faith  i/n 
his  heart — t^at  there  was  sure  to  her  success  at  the  end.^^ 
'^  What  a  mighty  thing  as  a  motive  power  this  faith  must  be! 
If  a  man  is  possessed  by  it,  that  something  can  be  done,  in 
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Bonie  Bure  sense  it  is  done,  already,  and  only  waits  its  time  to 
come  into  visible  existence,  in  the  best  way  it  can  "  (p,  105). 
This  is  faith  in  "  time  and  tide ; "  faith  in  ^^  the  progress  of 
events;"  faith  in  *^plack;'' — such  faith  as  Daguerre  had,  in 
developing  the  idea  and  the  fact  of  photography ;  Ooddyear  in 
vulcanizing  india  rubber  and  working  it  thereby  into  shape  at 
his  will ;  Gyrus  W.  Field,  in  persisting  in  the  effort  to  unite 
the  two  hemispheres  with  chords  of  light  and  life  under  the 
deep.  But  has  such  faith,  however  heroic,  any  converting 
power  upon  the  heart  of  its  possessor?  He  distinguishes  faith 
from  fancy  and  fatalism.  The  former  he  illustrates  by  the  ex- 
ample of  a  lad  who  should  say  in  the  dawn  of  his  life  (p.  107): 
"  I  am  going  to  be  a  merchant  prince,  or  a  metropolitan 
preacher,  and  then  should  crib  his  lessons,  shirk  his  duties,  and 
conduct  himself,  generally,  as  a  loafer ;  or,  should  purpose  a 
plan  of  his  Kfe  at  thirty,  on  the  theory  that  this  world,  with 
all  its  treasures,  is  a  sort  of  big  sweet  orange  he  can  suck  with 
an  endless  gusto  ;  and  then  give  Lazarus  the  skin."  That  he 
does  not  call  "  a  faith  in  the  world  and  lifeJ^  The  latter, 
fatalism,  is  such  as  they  have  (p.  109)  "  who  glance  at  the 
world  and  life,  through  the  night-glass  of  Mr.  Buckle.  When 
a  hard  pinch  comes,  they  smoke  their  pipe  and  refer  it  to 
Allah ;  or  cover .  their  face  and  refer  it  to  Allah ;  but  never 
fight  it  out  inch  by  inch,  in  the  sure  faith,  that  tilings  will  he 
very  muohy  after  aU^  what  they  make  them, — ^that  the  Father 
worketh  hitherto  and  they  work."  And  "  yet  fancy  and  fatal- 
ism are  the  strong  handmaids  of  faith"  (p.  110);  but  "faith 
when  divested  of  the  unreal  wonders  the  worship  of  ages  has 
gathered  about  it,  can  be  made  clear."  And  here  it  is  and 
the  instance  is  that  of  Abraham  again,  and  this  is  all  that 
there  is  of  his  faith.  "  A  young  man  (p.  Ill)  feels  in  his  heart 
the  conviction,  that  there  is  waiting  for  him  in  the  future  a 
great  destiny.  Yet  that  destiny  depends  on  his  courage,  and 
that  courage  on  his  constancy ;  and  it  is  only  when  each  has 
opened  into  the  other,  that  the  three  become  that  "  evidence 
of  things  not  seen,  on  which  he  can  die,  with  his  soul  satisfied." 
"  Hope  expects  (p.  121) ;  faith  inspects ;  while  hope  is  like 
Mary,  looking  upward,  faith  is  like  Martha,  looking  at-ward. 
Hope  leaps  out  toward  what  will  be ;  faith  holds  on  to  what 
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IB."  Are  such  abenrd  Btatements  founded  on  either  sens^  or 
Scriptnret  Ib  Boch  the  faith  which  John  intends,  when  he 
BajB :  '*  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  life ;  and  he  that 
believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life,  hot  the  wrath  of  God 
abideth  on  him."  Ib  this  what  is  meant,  when  it  iB  declared : 
"  Acknowledge  Him  in  all  thy  ways,  and  He  will  direct  thy 
steps  H "  No  I  a  thoosand  times  No  I  True  faith  in  Ood  and  in 
Jesus  Christ  exalts  the  sonl  above  the  power  of  self;  the  heart's 
trust  is  not  in  man,  or  time,  or  one's  own  wit  or  will,  bat  \k 
''  The  Everlasting  Father,"  and  in"  "The  Prince  of  Peace." 
**  Through  Christ  who  strengtheneth  me,"  the  happy  believer  . 
sings  to  himself  in  the  face  of  earth's  fiercest  storms  and 
trials,  '^  I  can  do  all  things ;  and  I  will  glory  in  my  infirmities, 
that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  upon  me."  ^^  With  him  to 
live  is  Christ." . 

What  now  saith  the  popular  Chicago  preacher  of  "  lave^^^  or 
'^  charity  t "  The  fiible  saith  of  it,  that  whatever  else  I  may 
have,  if  I  have  not  this,  I  am  but  ^^  sounding  brass,  or  ar  tinkling 
cymbal."  One  quarter  of  his  sermon  is  devoted  to  showing 
what  it  is  (pp.  13»-46) ;  and  this  is  it,— Life,  (p.  146).  The 
Bible  declareB  that  ^^ihia  is  the  love  of,  Ood — to  keep  his 
coramandmentB."  Why  does  not  he  say  so  ?  Again  saith  Ood's 
holy  word :  '^  If  we  love  one  another,  Ood  dwelleth  in  ub  ; 
and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us."  We  can  and  must  practise 
love,  to  be  like  Ood  and  to  dwell  with  him  for  ever.  But  who 
can  practise  life.  And  why,  when  the  Bible  is  bo  plain  and 
specific  in  its  directions,  should  one  darken  couuBel,  concerning 
the  way  to  heaven,  with  his  weak  or  wicked  words? 

The  forms  of  love  or  ^^  life,"  as  he  terms  it,  are  (1)  the  true 
love  of  money,  of  which  Peabody  and  Peter  Cooper  are 
Bhining  examplee  (p.  147),  "  solid  men  doing  solid  things ;"  and 
^*  he  wishes  to  heaven  he  could  put  some  noble  Chicago  man 
into  the  catalogue."  (2).  The  love  between  man  and  woman. 
And  here  the  gospel  that  he  teaches  is — that  '*  the  man  is  the 
first  volume,  good  enough  as  far  it  goes — demanding  not  a 
Bupplement  but  a  complement.  The  man  is  as  good  as  the 
Lord^ean  make  him,  but  then  there  is  nothing  for  even  the 
Divine  Worker  to  do,  but  to  pot  him  to  sleep,  until  he  makes 
a  woman."     (3)  Tlie  love  of  a  country,  or  of  a  land  and  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


278  CoUyer^s  Sermons  an  J^ature  and  Life.       [April, 

caase  (p.  152).  Sach  a  "  lov^  piiee  great  Btores  of  life  into 
one's  heart."  "  Thie,"  he  says,  "  is  the  truth  about  our  life,  in 
whenever  way  %Joe  test  it ; — ^the  love  which  is  life,  alone  can 
make  life  all  it  must  be,  whaUfoer  v)e  may  he  and  do  beside!^ 
One  half  page  out  of  twenty-one  pages  in  the  discourse  (p. 
158)  is  devoted  to  considering  the  love  of  God — the  love  of  dl 
loves,  without  which  no  other  love  worthy  of  the  name  can 
exist  for  a  moment ;  for  ''  he  that  loveth  is  bom  of  God." 
"  The  very  love  of  God  is  only  one,"  he  says,  *^  of  the  lovee  in 
our  loving.  It  is  not  the  object^  but  the  life  of  which  £  am  to 
make  sure;  and  then  as  Eichter  says,  ^'the  heart  in  this 
heaven,  like  the  wandering  sun,  sees  nothing  from  a  dewdrop 
to  an  ocean,  but  a  mirror  it  warms  and  fills.'"  But  then  in 
the  love  of  God,  the  object  is  ^^  all  and  in  all " — ^the  great  God 
himself — without  whom,  as  as  object  of  affection  and  service, 
no  lite  that  has  the  essence  of  immortality  in  it  can  be^kindled, 
or  kept,  in  the  soul.  And  why  does  not  this  flippant  religion- 
ist sometimes  quote  what  his  great  Maker  and  Bedeemer  says 
about  love — who  has  said  so  much  for  his  guidance  and  ours 
— ^instead  of  telling  us  what  Bichter  and  Buskin  say  abont  it. 
But  to  Mr.  Gollyer  again,  painful  as  it  is  to  hear  such  frothy 
words  about  the  greatest  theme  in  the  universe.  ^'  So  loving," 
he  continues,  ^^  was  St.  Francis,  says  Buskin,  that  he  claimed 
a  brotherhood  with  the  wolf.  So  loving  was  St.  Francis,  says 
another,  that  he  remembered  those  that  God  had  seemingly 
forgotten." 

In  his  introduction  he  says :  '^  I  want  to  speak  to  you  of 
this  greatest  thing  now :  to  try  and  tell  you,  what  it  is,  what 
it  can  do,  and  so,  what  we  are  if  we  possess  it ; "  and  lo  I  at 
the  end  of  so  much  elaborate  and  polished  nonsense — and  so 
toicked  as  a  subetUute  for  ike  pure  word  of  Ghd^  which  he 
might  easily  have  furnished  in  its  stead,  and  which '  God  and 
man  with  mingled  earnestness  demand  that  he  should  have 
furnished — ^lo  I  what  directions  he  gives  to  one  enquiring  the 
way  to  obtain  this  great  treasure  of  love  or  life  I  '^  Do  yon 
say,"  he  says  (p.  158),  '^  Oh  tell  me  how  to  get  this  love!  I 
tell  you,  you  Juj/ve  the  first  white  spark  of  it,  if  you  reaO/y  love 
alaU;  if  you  love  a  dog^  you  have  t|iat  in  your  heart  which 
may  grow  to  bo  as  mighty  as  the  love  of  the  first  archangeL 
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If  I  can  love  that  I  do  love  with  the  love  whidi  ib  life — with 
a  true  heart  fervently — as  I  open  my  heart  to  this  grace  and 
goodsees  of  loving,  the  breath  of  heaven  will  draw  through 
and  fim  the  flame,  kindling  this  way  and  that,  until  the  whole 
flonl  is  on  fire  with  a  love  that  warms  and  enei^izes  whatever 
it  touches,  like  the  pare  sun.  It  is  a  divine  life ;  but  its  kind- 
ling is  in  a  human  love.'^  In  his  ^  Talk  to  Mothers  "  (pp. 
19^215),  he  first  gives  them  his  theory  of  child-nature,  as  set 
forth,  in  his  view,  in  the  parable  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  as 
like  a  field  sown  with  good  seed,  into  which  while  its  owner 
slept,  the  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares.  '^  The  good  seed  is 
6own  first ;  good  principles  and  powers  are  the  first  to  be  set 
down  in  the  fresh,  young  heart ;  while  etwn  the  tares  themselves 
are  not  utterly  vwrthless  weeds  j  hU  degenerate  wheat^  a  poorer 
grain^  hut  never  utterly  useless  or  worthier;  for  the  better 
kinds  of  it  can  be  made  into  a  rather  bitter  bread,  while  even 
the  woFBt  can  be  burnt  up  and  be  made  to  enrich  the  ground, 
for  another  harvest  of  the  nobler  grain.  The  good  is  primary 
and  purely  good ;  the  bad  is  secondary  and  not  totally  bad." 

The  drift  of  his  sermon  is  expressed  in  these  words-^his  text 
being  1  Sam.  iL  18, — ^^  Every  little  child  ministers  before  the 
Lord,  and  every  mother  makes  his  garments  from  year  to  year." 
Bis  first  direction  to  mothers  is  "n3t'to  make  the  spiritual 
garments  of  their  children  black  "  (p.  207).  Some  mothers  he 
Bays  ^'  talk  with  unction  of  who  is  dead  and  how  young  they 
were,  and  how  many  are  sick,  and  what  grief  is  abroad 
altogether  on  the  earth.  Mothers,  your  children  have  no  part 
or  lot  in  that  matter ;  death  has  no  dominion  over  them,  and 
will  not  have  for  this  many  a  day  to  come ;  and  it  is  foolish 
and  wrong  for  yon,  to  lead  them  with  you  into  its  dark  valley 
and  shadow."  These  are  children  that  can  be  talked  with  and 
can  talk  themselves.  How  does  this  statement  that  '^  death  has 
no  dominion  over  them  "  agree  with  the  testimony  of  the  bills 
of  mortality,  so  often  quoted,  that  ^*  more  than  half  of  the 
race  die  under  five  years  of  age."  Does  it  at  all  resemble  tlie 
eidiortation  of  the  Scriptures  :  "  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the 
days  of  thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them." 
Bat  he  proceeds:  '^  If  one  of  these^  little  ones  should  be  taken 
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from  you,  it  will  be  to  him  only  as  if  he  lay  down  to  sleep. 
In  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  which  he  now  belongs,  there  is 
no  death ;  his  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  Gk>d."  Whence  obtains 
this  bold  dreamer  all  this  knowledge  so  positively  stated,  and 
yet  so  different  from  any  commnQications  in  the  Bible  on  the 
subject.  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,"  saith  Isaiah,  "  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is 
no  light  in  them." 

His  next  direction  to  mothers  is,  ^^  not  to  make  the  garment 
of  their  spiritual  influence  of  the  nature  of  a  straight  jacket" 
^'  Has  your  boy,"  he  says,  "  a  heavy  foot,  a  loud  voice,  a  great 
appetite,  a  defiant  way,  and  a  burly  presence  altogether?  then 
thank  Gk>d  for  it  more  than  if  your  husband  had  a  farm,  where 
corn  grows  twelve  feet  high;  your  child  has  in  him  the 
making  of  a  great  and  good  man.  It  is  a  sad  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  this  sturdy  daring  must  be  bad ;  first  the  wheat,  then 
the  tares."  Dr.  Kane  is  his  choice  speciipen  of  the  value 
of  this  ^'boisterous  energy  in  'childhood/'  getting  for  himself 
^'  the  name  of  being  the  worst  boy  in  Branchtown ;  but  time 
revealed  ike  divinity  of  this  rough  life,  when  he  bearded  the 
iceking  in  his  own  domain,  and  made  himself  a  name  in 
Arctic  exploration,  second  to  none."  >  < 

His  third  direction  to  mothers  is  ''to  answer  ail  the  questions 
of  their  children  "  (p.  211).  So  may  they  "  clothe  the  spirit  of 
their  child  in  the  fresh  garments  that  will  make  him  all 
beautiful,  as  he  stands  before  the  Lord."  And  what  is  the  last 
direction  given  by  this  would-be  ambassador  of  Christ  to  his 
fellow-men,  respecting  the  right  spiritual  education  of  child- 
ren by  their  mothers.  Are  we  not  now  at  least,  to  hear  some- 
thing that  will  remind  us  that  they  are  candidates  for  eternity ; 
that  every  day  they  are  forming  characters  which  will  be  as 
enduring  as  the  very  throne  of  Ood,  and  in  which  their  weal 
or  woe  wilKbe  unchangeably  enfolded  for  ever.  Is  he  not 
about  now,  at  last,  to  begin  to  speak  Qod's  wisdom,  instead 
of  his  own.  No  I  no  I  we  are  to  be  everywhere  disappointed, 
if  we  look  for  any  utterances  of  one's  moral  privilq^  or 
moral  duties  at  all  above  the  level  of  personal  convenience  or 
personal  agreeableness,  in  one  who  possesses  individual  refine- 
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ment  and  social  position.  He  closes  his  brief  bntnmary  of 
rales  for  maternal  guidance,  in  '^  fashioning  the  spiritual  gar- 
ments of  their  children,"  with  the  counsel  to  **  give  them  ever 
new  and  larger  confidences,  remembering  that  their  child  is 
ever  becoming  less  a  child.''  In, this  discourse,  he  has  applied 
his  principles  of  faith,  or  rather  of  tm-faith,  to  the  noble  and 
dear  work,  if  rightly  performed,  and  to  the  dreadful  one  if  mis- 
directed, of  training  one's  precious  oflfepring  for  their  fortune 
and  their  fate,  at  their  own  hands  and  at  God's ;  and  how 
vapid  are  they  and  what  a  mockery  of  all  gospel  eamestnesB 
of  sentiment,  and  feeling  I  These  all-sufficient  prescriptions, 
as  he  deems  them,  for  the  highest  and  holiest  work  done  on 
earth,  would  be  regarded  by  any  thoughtful  mind,  if  rightly 
presented)  and  as  incidental  hints  in  connection  with  and  sub- 
ordinate to  earnest  moral  instruction  in  the  ca^,  and  in  com- 
bination with  prayer — as  of  considerable  value  and  not  to  be 
forgotten  by  any  Christian  mothei^  who  would  be  a  skillful 
artist  in  her  educational  labor.  But  when  thought  of  in  the 
light  in  which  they  are  used  by  the  flippant  thinker  at 
Chicago,  as  a  complete  "  vade  mecum "  for  a  mother  who 
wonld  hopefully  make  her  children  all  '^  nurslings  of  heaven," 
while  here  on  earth — as  he  says  in  conclusion  that,  by  following 
the  rules  which  he  gives,  they  will  succeed  in  doing — could 
anything  seem  more  pitiful,  in  the  eyes  of  one  who  has  '^set 
hie  affections  on  things  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  at  the 
righthandof  GodI" 

Snch,  sadly  such,  is  the  man  towards  whose  preaching,  as 
the  papers  tell  us,  a  strong  and  eager  current  of  listeners  sets 
every  sabbath  in  Chicago.  Woo  worth  the  day,  will  every 
lover'  of  Christ  and  his  cause  say,  when  he  turned  from  his 
hnu^blo  but  useful  employment,  as  a  blacksmith,  to  the  fearful 
work  of  perverting  the  life-giving  gospel  of  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  into  those  draughts  of  deadly  poison  to  the  soul,  which 
he  gives  with  such  a  high  hand  and  haughty  heart  to  crowds 
of  young  men  in  the  West  I  All  the  invitations  and  promises 
of  the  >iew  Testament  are  hung  by  him  who  made  them,  and 
by  his  own  visible  hand,  between  two  pillars  of  wrath,  turned 
towards  false  teachers.     '^  Whosoever,"  saith   Christ  in  his 

VOL.  xxvn.  19 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


282  Coliyer*s  Sermons  on  Natwre  cmd  Life.       [April, 

opening  ministry,  *' shall  break  on^  of  these  least  command- 
I  m^entSy  and  shall  teach  m^en  sOy  shall  be  called  the  least  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ; "  and,  in  the  book  of  >  Revelation, .  he 
finishes  the  word  of  prophecy  which  he  gives,  with  this  terrific 
anathema:  *^If  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the  words  of  the 
book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take  away  his  part  ourof 
the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and  from  the  things 
which  are  written  in.  this  book."  If  men  make  little  of 
differences  in  moral  opinions,  Christ  surely  does  not.  '^  Life 
and  death  are  in  the  power  of  the  tongue,"  to  the  speaker,  as 
'  well  as  to  the  hearer  of  bis  word,  as  it  is  borne  rightly  or 
wrongly  trom  his  lips  to  mankind..  Let  a  man  keep  silence  or 
speak  the  word  of  God,  just  as  he  bids  it  to  be  spoken. 

Does  not  the  abundance  of  skeptical  philosophy,  and  its 
boldness,  in  much  of  our  magazine  literature,  and  in  many  of 
our  popular  essayists,  lecturers,  and  ^'  liberal "  preachers — not 
to  speak  of  strong  traces  of  it  in  a  good  many  young  men,  in 
the  evangelical  ranks  of  the  land — demand  a  general  and 
earnest  return  in  the  orthodox  pulpits  of  the  country,  to  the 
vigorous  preaching  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Bible.  In 
them  is  all  the  power  of  saving  truth,  the  light  of  the  world 
and  the  life  of  the  Church.  What  evangelism  needs  in  onr 
day,  is,  what  it  has  needed  in  every  other  age — vigorous  self- 
assertion,  everywhere,  and  a  spirit  of  earnest  propagandism. 

If  this  false  declaimer  about  "  the  religion  of  the  cross,"  and 
others  like  him,  shall  serve  to  arouse  those  who  love  ^^  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus," — ^in  a  spirit  of  zealous  reaction  against  the 
evil  that  they  sov,  broadcast,  with  so  much  wicked  pleasure, 
over  all  the  land— to  preach  the  real  word  of  God,  in  its 
.  length  and  breadth,  all  the  more  mightily,  there  will  dome  a 
good  to  the  age,  that  they  thought  not  of,  beyond  and  against 
all  their  wishes.  Many  rejoice  that  the  old  days  of  theological 
dispute  have  passed  away,  and  fondly  hope,  that  the  spirit  of 
controversy  will  never  return  to  the  church  again.  80  do  we ! 
May  the  Spirit  of  Truth  and  Peace  so  fill  and  fire  the  hearts 
of  all  real  brethren  of  Christ,  that  they  shall  see  henceforth 
and  for  ever,  all'  the  great  essential  truths  of  the  Bible  with 
one  eye  I    But,  if  peace  in  the  Church  is  to  be  obtained,  only 
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by  dulness  of  intellectual  viBion,  and  deadnees  of  moral  feeling, 
concerning  the  great  doctrines  which  God  has  given  to  man 
forhifl  spiritnal  enlightenment,  regeneration,  and  sanctifica- 
tioh,  then  let  war,  and  strife,  and  division  abound,  even 
among  the  hosts  of  Gt>d'8  elect  on  earth !  Let  us  have  life  and 
action  in  the  church,  and  in  the  age,  at  whatever  cost ;  and 
not  desolation  and  death,  even  though  they  bring  a  reign  of 
peace  with  them,  that  cannot  be  broken. 
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Abticle  IV.— the  "PRINCETON  REVIEW"  ON  THE 
THEOLOGY  OF  DR.  N.  W.  TAYLOR.*      . 

The  Biblical    Repertory  and-  Princeton  Review^  January, 
1868.    Article  HI. — Presbyterian  Beanion. 

Philip  Mblanothon,  a  few  days  before  he  died,  wrote  on 
a  loose  sheet  of  paper  a  memoraddam  of  reasons  why  death 
should  be  less  unwelcome  to  him.  Among  them  was  the 
prospect  of  escaping  ''  from  the  fury  of  theologians."!  The 
outcry  against  him,  that  began  before  Luther's  death,  increased 
afterwards;  and  men  who  copied  in  excess  the  faults  of 
Luther,  without  a  grain  of  his  nobleness,  were  barking  and 
howling  round  the  great  scholar — the  Preceptor  of  Germany, 
the  St.  John  of  the  Reformation — for  presuming  to  deviate 
in  some  particulars  from  Luther's  doctrine.  He  could  not 
help  agreeing  with  Calvin  on  the  Lord's  Supper;  he  could 
not  admit  the  slavery  of  the  will  as  Luther  had  proclaimed  it; 
he  would  go,  perhaps,  too  far  in  retaining  old  forms  of  worship 
for  the  sake  of  peace.  For  these  conscientious  opinions,  the 
author  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  was  pursued  with  unre- 
lenting hostility ;  so  that  a  half  century  after  he  di^,  the 
leading  Professor  of  theology  at  Wittenberg  was  so  enraged  at 
hearing  him  referred  to  by  a  student  as  an  authority  for  some 
doctrinal  statement,  that,  before  the  eyes  of  all,  he  tore  his 
portrait  from  the  wall  and  trampled  on  it. 

There  is  such  a  thing,  then,  as  rabies  theolofforu^n.  Of 
course  we  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  Dr.  Taylor  was  ever  in  the 

*  The  late  Articlee  in  the  Princeton  Review  on  Presbyterian  Reunion  being,  la 
we  belieye,  the  aoknowleds^ed  productions  of  Dr.  Hodge,  we  shall  be  able,  with- 
out any  breach  of  courtesy,  to  refer  to  him  by  name  as  their  Author. 

t  The  whole  memorandum  is  pathetic: — "Discedes  apeccatis;  liberaberis  ab 
emmnis  et  a  rabie  theologoram;  Teniee  in  Incem;  intaeberis  Filium  Dei; 
disces  ilia  mira  arcana,  quia  in  hac  vita  intelligere  non  potnisti,— >cur  sic  simus 
conditi,  qnalis  sit  eopulatio  duarum  naturamm  in  Christo." 
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same  degree  the  object  of  it.  Yet,  it  was  well  that  even  He 
was  made  of  sterner  stnff  than  poor  Melancthon.  He  never 
complained  of  a  manly,  coarteons  opposition  to  his  opinions. 
He  who  brings  forward  new  ideas  has  no  right  to  claim  ex- 
emption from  unfavorable  criticism.  But  he  did  feel  that  there 
was  far  more  effort  to  make  him  out  heretical,  to  rob  bim  of 
his  good  name  among  orthodox  Christians,  and  to  stir  up  pre- 
judice against  him,  than  to  judge  fairly,  or  even  to  hear  can- 
didly, his  teaching.  It  did  not  dimmish  his  sense  of  wrong 
that  in  some  cases  the  stabs  upou  his  reputation  were  inflicted 
with  a  bland  and  unctuous  manner,  with  professions  of  per- 
sonal regard,  and  under  the  guise  of  a  holy  zeal  for  the  truth. 
Dr.  Taylor  was  himself  an  honest,  magnaninrous,  open-hearted 
man;  and  he  knew  well  who,  among  his  opponents,  were 
moved  by  a  conscientious  dissent  from  his  opinions,  and  who  of 
them  were  instigated  by  self-interest  or  by  resentment  for 
imagined  slights. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  a  metaphysician  ;  he  was  a  philosopher,  who 
has  had  no  equal  in  this  department,  on  our  side  of  the  ocean, 
BiDce  President  Edwards.  It  was  in  some  respects  a  misfortune 
that  his  philosophical  views  and  reasonings  were  brought  for- 
ward in  the  form  of  theological  discussions.  In  this  country, 
not  only  every  minister,  but  most  laymen,  suppose  themselves 
to  be  adepts  iti  the  science  of  theology.  They  expect  that 
everything  shall  be  made  perfectly  easy  of  comprehension  to 
everybody.  Hence,  so  clear,  common-sense  •a  thinker  as  Dr. 
Taylor,  who  hated  all  mysticism,  was  constantly  complained  of 
as  too  "  metaphysical,"  as  obscure  and  unintelligible.  Itin-  ^ 
erant  preachers,  who  had  no  training  in  mental  science,  and 
little  capacity  for  receiving  one,  felt  that  there  must  be  some- 
thing dreadful  under  that  cloud  which  their  eyes  could  not 
penetrate.  They  felt  sure  that  it  was  not  *'  the  simplicity  of 
the  Gospel."  So  President  Edwards,  in  his  day,  frequently 
alludes  to  the  reproach  that  was  cast  upon  him  because  he 
reasoned  metaphysically.  Moreover,  bringing  forward  his 
philosophical  opinions  exclusively  in  their  bearing  on  theolog- 
ical questions  of  present  interest,  Dr.  Taylor  would  be  liable  to 
excite  the  opposition  of  existing  theological  parties.  Calm 
discofision  would  be  interrupted  by  ecclesiastical  interference. 
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Had  he  brought  tho  reeulte  of  his  thinking  into  the  forain  of 
philosophy,  where  they  might  be  examined,  as  are  the  tenets 
of  Leibnitz,  or  Locke,  or  Dogald  Stewart,  who  supposes  that 
all  of  those  who  actually  took  up  arms  against  him  would 
have  deemed  themselves  qualified  by  nature  or  education  for 
this  work  of  assault? 

Whatever  there  was  of  a  strictly  personal  opposition  to  Dr. 
Taylor — and  that  there  was  somewhat  of  this,  there  is  sufficient 
proof— has  mostly  passed  by.  Yet  it  is  found  impossible  to 
let  him  alone.  We  have  always  considered  it  a  striking  evi- 
dence of  the  power  of  John  Calvin,  that  he  can  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  are  hostile,  no  more  than  by  those  who  are  friend- 
ly, to  his  system.  The  Unitarian  newspapers  to-day  speak 
of  him  as  if  he  still  lived,  or  as  if  their  editors  had  just  come 
from  hearing  one  of  his  sermons  on  the  "  decretum  horribile." 
We  may  say  the  same  thing  of  Dr.  Taylor.  It  is  a  tribute  to 
his  power,  that  when  the  preliminaries  of  Presbyterian  re- 
union are  concocted,  and  all  is  as  merry  'as  a  marriage  bell, 
he  rises — ^like  "  the  majesty  of  buried  Denmark  " — to  disturb 
the  feast.  Or  rather,  as  in  Macbeth,  we  find  the  man  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  seized  with  a  trembling  at  the  apparition 
of  an -uninvited  guest  in  the  vacant  chair;  and  he  wonders 
how  his  fellow  negotiators 

'*  Can  behold  snoh  tUghts, 

And  keep  the  natural  raby  of  their  cheeks." 

• 

But  we  must  not  give  our  space  to  these  introductory  topics. 
We  have  been  induced  to  take  up  the  theology  of  Dr.  Taylor, 
by  the  unfair  representation  of  it  which  Dr.  Hodge  has  made 
'  in  the  last  number  of  the  Princeton  Review.  We  may  remark 
once  for  all,  that  we  are  not  so  uncourteous  as  to  say,  nor  so  un- 
charitable as  to  think,  that  Dr.  Hodge  has  meant  to  make  an 
unfair  representation ;  we  simply  assert^  and  expect  to  prove, 
that  it  is  unfair.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  late  Oonference  in 
Philadelphia,  he  had  strenuously  resisted  the  project  of 
reuniting  the  Old-school  and  New-school  branches  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His*  great  argument  against  it,  in  the 
Article  before  us,  is  the  fact  that  Kew-school  ministers  are, 
or  may  be,  believers  in  Dr.  Taylor's  system  of  theology ;  and 
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the  additional  fact  that  his  system  is  an  intolerable  heresy. 
He  cannot  consent  that  students  from  Andover  and  New 
Haven  should  be  admitted  to  the  ministry  of  a  Presbyterian 
Charch  to  which  he  belongs.  It  would  appear  then,  that  these 
ecclesiastical  compromisers,  like  their  political  exemplars  before 
the  war,  think  of  settling  their  differences  by  leaving  New 
England  out  in  the  cold.  Since  we,  being  then  in  the. 
loins  of  our  ancestors,  were  long  ago  left  out  in  the  cold  on 
Plymouth  rock,  and  have  thriven  ever  since,  we  can  hear  of 
this  new  measure  without  a  shiver.  There  is  one  characWistic 
of  Dr.  Hodge's  Article,  however,  on  which  we  must  drop  a 
word  of  comment,  before  we  proceed  to  graver  matters.  It 
is  not  peculiar  to  this  Article,  but  belongs  to  many  other 
polemical  productions  in  the  Princeton  Jieview.  They  abound 
in  appeals  to  Church  authority.  In  fact,  except  among  Papists 
and  High  Anglicans,  we  hear  nowhere  so  frequent  appeals  of 
this  sort,  as  from  these  Princeton  Eeviewers.  Belonging  to  a 
sect  of  a  sect,  they  still  take  on  an  ecclesiastical  air,  which  is 
easily  recognized  by  the  historical  student  as  a  tolerable 
imitation  of  the  supercilious  tone  prevalent  among  Roman 
Catholic  theologians.  We  can  easily  suppose  that  some  per- 
sons who  have  not  been  toughened  by  familiarity  with  the 
manifestoes  of  genuine  popes  and  patriarchs  may  have  their 
nerves  startled  by  this  mimic  thunder.  Now  the  Princeton 
writers  found  this  kind  of  assumption  on  two  things.  One  is 
the  mistake  of  regarding  their  system — especially  on  the  great 
point  of  original  sin — as  coincident  with  that  of  the  Augustin- 
ian  theology  and  of  the  creeds  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
On  the  contrary,  as  we  may  take  an  early  opportunity  to  prove, 
it  is,  in  its  foundation,  wholly  diverse  from  the  one  and  from 
the  other*  And  the  second  occasion  of  this  ecclesiastical 
aelf-complacency  is  the  fact  that  theology  since  the  seventeenth 
century  is  almost  completely  ignored  by  them.  If  the  recent 
evangelical  theolc^y  of  Germany  and  the  great  names  that 
come  up  to  our  recollection  at  the  mention  of  it — Neander, 
Tholock,  Nitzsch,  tiicke,  UUmann,  Julius  Miiller,  Dorner,  and 
a  score  besides;  if  the  evangelical  theology  of  France,  with 
its  Vinet,  Pressens^,  Godet  and  the  rest ;  if  the  modern  theology 
of  Churchmen  and  Dissenters  in   England,  not  to  speak  of 
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other  Protestant  nations,  were  all  brought  into  view,  it  wonld 
be  fonnd  that  these  Princeton  appeals  to  the  Church  universal 
have  little  ground  to  rest  upon.  But,  granting  that  the  creeds 
of  the  seventeenth  century  deserve  respect  and  embody  the 
great  truths  of  Protestant  Christianity,  did  all  progress  stop 
then?  Has  nothing  been  learned  since?  Is  it  reasonable  for 
men  to  boast  that  ihey  have  gained  nothing  as  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  Scripture  or  the  statement  of  Christian  doc- 
trine, from  the  labors  of  two  hundred  years  ?  Why  do  they 
choose  that  date  for  arresting  progress,  rather  than  two,  or 
four,  or  fourteen  centuries  earlier  ?  In  our  judgment,  it  is  a 
grand  merit  of  our  New  England  theologians,  that  while 
holding  the  past  in  due  reverence,  they  have  not  bowed  down 
before  it,  but  have  expected  progress.  They  have  seen  that 
the  denial  of  the  hope  of  progress  ^n  theology — that  is,  in  the 
understanding  and  expression  of  the  truths  of  the  Bible — 
would  have  shut  out  the  Protestant  Beformation,  as  well  as 
every  other  access  of  light  since  theology  began  to  be  a  science. 
8malley,  while  engaged  in  combating  theories  of  Emmoi^s 
which  he  earnestly  rejected,  is  careful  to  add : 

"  It  has  doubtless  been  perceived  by  every  attentive  reader,  that  the  Benti- 
mentB  remarked  upon,  are  not  objected  against  morely,  if  at  aU,  because  of  their 
being  innovations ;  there  may  be  danger  no  doubt,  of  holding  over  tenaciouslj 
the  traditions  of  the  elders,  as  well  as  of  departing  too  hastily  from  the  long 
received  opinions  of  onr  ancestors.  There  have  been  many  innovations  in 
Christian  theology,  which  were  doubtless  real  improvements.  Calvin  himself 
was  a  great  innovator  in  his  day ;  and  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed,  that 
either  he,  or  any  of  the  other  first  reformers,  just  emerging  from  the  darkness  of 
popery,  had  all  the  light  that  was  ever  to  come  into  the  world.'** 

To  our  mind  there  is  something  noble  in  this  willing,  hopeful 
spirit  of  progress  and  emancipation  from  slavish  deference 
to  human  authority.  They  mark  a  truly  scientific,  as  well  as 
a  truly  Christian  temper.  There  is  no  contempt  for  the  past ; 
there  is  no  rash  and  flighty  desertion  of  received  doctrine; 
but  there  is  a  readiness  to  learn,  to  modify  traditional  tenets  at 
the  coming  of  new  light,  and  a  disposition  to  confront  the 
errors  of  good  men  by  dispassionate  argument  instead  of 
Church  anathemas.    How  much  better  is  New  England  to-day, 

•  Smalley,  Works,  II.,  421. 
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and  the  Christianity  of  the  country  too,  for  the  line  of  theolo- 
gians from  Edwards  to  Taylor — ^not  to  speak  of  the  living — 
who,  whatever  may  have  been  their  eccentricities  or  mistakes, 
have  dared  to  think  for  themselves  and  have  endeavored  to 
present  the  truths  of  the  Oospel  in  more  reasonable  as  well 
as  defensible  forms  of  statement.  This  freedom  is  an  invalu- 
able possession.  Wherever  it  may  be  lightly  esteemed,  let  it 
be  still  cherished  in  New  England ! 

The  present  seems  a  favorable  opportunity  for  setting  forth 
the  theological  system  of  Dr.  Taylor,  in  itself  and  in  its 
historical  relations.  This  we  undertake  more  as  an  expositor 
than  a  critic,  and  shall  therefore  in  this  place  abstain,  generally 
speaking,  from  either  vindicating  or  opposing  his  distinctive 
tenets. 

Everybody  who  is  much  acquainted  with  New  England 
theology  knows  that  the  elder  Edwards  set  out  to  clear  the  Cal- 
vinistic  system  of  difiSculties  and  objections  that  were  felt  both 
by  its  advocates  and  opponents ;  an  attempt  which  was  contin- 
ned  by  subsequent  theologians.  "The  Oalvinists,"  writes  the 
yonnger  Edwards,  describing  the  state  of  things  when  his  father 
commenced  his  work, "  themselves  began  to  be  ashamed  of  their 
own  cause,  and  to  give  it  up,  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to 
liberty  and  necessity.  This  was  true,  especially  of  Drs.  Watts 
and  Doddridge,  who  in  their  day  were  accounted  leaders  of 
the  Calvinists."*  The  full  justice  of  this  remark  will  be  evi- 
dent to  any  one  who  will  examine  the  theological  writings  of 
these  two  eminent  men.  We  know  not  where  to  look  for  more 
striking  specimens  of  weak  and  inconsequent  reasoning  than 
they  present ;  and  this  impression  is  heightened  in  the  case 
of  Doddridge,  by  ihe^qtiaH  mathematical  form  in  which  his 
Lectures  are  cast.  The  sum  of  the  charge  brought  against  the 
Calvinists  was  that  *'  the  sense  in  which  they  interpreted  the 
sacred  writings  was  inconsistent  with  human  liberty,  moral 
agency,  accountableness,  praise,  and  blame."  "  How  absurd, 
it  was  nrged,,that  a  man  totally  dead  should  be  called  upon  to 
arise  and  perform  the  duties  of  the  living  and  SQund — that  we 
should  need  a  divine  influence  to  give  us  a  new  heart,  and  yet 
be  commanded  to  make  a  new  heart  and  a  right  spirit — that 

•  Works.  L,  482.    ^ 
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a  man  has  no  power  to  come  to  Ohrist,  and  yet  be  commanded 
to  come  to  him  on  pain  of  damnation  I  ^** 

The  fundamental  points  in  the  indictment  preferred  by  the 
Arminian  writers,  Edwards  took  np  in  hie  two  treatises,  that 
on  the  Will  and  that  on  Original  Sin.  It  had  been  the  Au- 
^  gnstinian,  mediaeval,  and  Old  Protestant  doctrine,  that  the  pos- 
terity of  Adam  are  answerable  for  Adam's  sin,  and  therefore 
both  sinfal  and  condemned  at  birth,  because  they  really  par- 
ticipated in  it.  They  are  condemned  and  pnnished  for  their 
own  deed  in  Adam.  After  the  notion  of  a  covenant  with 
Adam — the  so-called  Federal  theology,  which  is  now  main- 
tained at  Princeton — was  superimposed,  in  the  course  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  on  the  realistic  conception,  still  theolo- 
gians, when  they  were  pressed  by  objections,  fell  back  on  the 
old  idea  of  a  true  and  real  participation  on  the  part  of  man- 
kind in  their  progenitor's  act.  But  the  inconsistency  of  this 
doctrine  with  other  accepted  beliefs — ^for  example,  with  Crea- 
tionism,  or  the  doctrine  that  .each  soul  is  created  by  itself,  in 
opposition  to  the  Tradncian  theory,  and  more  than  all  the  Lock- 
ian  philosophy,  in  which  philosophical  realism  found  no  coun- 
tenance, broke  down  this  prop.  Participation  in  Adam's  sin 
did  not  cohere  with  nominalism.  The  opponents  of  Calvinism 
now  demanded  with  one  voice  some  explanation  of  the  imputa- 
tion of  a  sin  to  the  descendants  of  Adam,  which  it  was  con- 
fessed they  had  no  agency  in  committing.  They  inquired  how 
the  infliction  of  an  infinite  penalty  upon  them,  for  an  act  that 
was  done  by  an  individual  long  before  tlioy  were  created,  is 
consistent  with  those  intuitive  principles  of  justice  which  are 
written  on  the  heart  and  ^sanctioned,  directly  or  indirectly, 
everywhere  in  the  Bible. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  treatise  on  Original  Sin,  President 
Edwards  endeavors  to  meet  **  that  great  objection,"  as  he  styles 
it,  ^'  against  the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity,  that 
such  imputation  is  unjust  and  unreasonable,  inasmuch  as  Adam 
and  his  posterity  are  not  one  and  the  same."t  His  whole  tone 
implies  that  he  considers  this  a  grave  and  formidable  objection, 
and  his  great  powers  are  tasked  to  the  utmost  in  meeting  it 

*  Works,  p.  482.  f  ^<^P-  ^-i  I>wight'8  Ed,  p.  842. 
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He  meetB  it  by  denying  the  fact  which  it  assamefl,  that  Adam^ 
and  his  poeterity  are  distinct  agents.  The  guilt  of  a  man  at 
his  birth  is  declared  to  be  "  the  guilt  of  the  sin  by  which  the 
species  first  rebelled  against  God."*  "  The  sin  of  apostasy  is 
not  theirs,  merely  because  God  vmputes  it  to  them,  but  it  is 
truly  and  properly  theirs,  and  on  that  groimd  God  impntes  it 
to  them.^t  His  curious  speculations  upon  the  nature  of  iden- 
tity are  to  demonstrate  that  the  sin  of  the  posterity  of  Adam 
is  one  and  the  same — ^identically,  numerically  the  same — with 
his.  The  first  rising  of  a  sinful  inclination  in  any  and  every 
individual  since  Adam  is  that  consent  to  the  first  sin  which 
they  really  gave  in  him,  and  which,  in  the  individualization  of 
the  species,  appears  in  the  soul  of  every  person  at  birth.  In 
short,  he  answers  the  objection  that  we  did  not  commit  the 
first  sin,  by  affirming  that  we  did. 

The  second  great  objection  of  the  Arminians,  that  accord- 
ing to  Calvinism  men  are  required  to  do  what  they  are  said  to 
have  no  power  to  do — that  the  freedom  of  the  will  is  denied, 
and  fatalism  substituted  for  it — Edwards  particularly  considers 
in  the  treatise  on  the  Will.  He  endeavors  to  confute  them  6n 
thi*  point  by  his  doctrine  of  natural  ability  coupled  with  moral 
inability.  The  germs  of  this  treatise  are  in  Locke's  chapter  on 
**Power."t  Locke  there  maintains  that  "  freedom  consists  in 
the  dependence  of  the  existence,  or  non-existence,  of  any  action 
upon  our  volition  of  it ;  "§  that  liberty  relates  to  events  con- 
secutive to  volition.  Given  the  volition,  will  the  thing  chosen 
follow  in  accordance  with  it  ?  K  so,  we  are  to  that  extent 
iree.  This  is  the  proper,  and  the  only  proper,  use  of  the  terms 
fi'eedom  and  liberty  in  their  application  to  personal  agents. 
Hence,  Locke  declares  that  the  ^^  question  whether  a  man  be  at 
liberty  to  will  which  of  the  two  he  pleases,"  is  absurd ;  for  this, 
he  adds,  is  to  ask  ''  whether  a  man  can  will  what  he  wills,  or 
be  pleased  with  what  he  is  pleased  with.  A  question  which,  I 
think,  needs  no  answer ;  and  they  who  can  make  a  question  of 
it,  must  suppose  one  will  to  determine  the  acts  of  another,  and 

another  to  determine  that,  and  so  on  in  infinitum,'''^\     Here  is 
\ 

*  Chap.  III.,  Dwight'a  Ed.,  II.,  p.  648.  t  I^d,  p.  669. 

X  Chap.  XXI.  §  "Univ.  Ed.,"  p.  169.  |  p.  168. 
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Edwards's  refatation  of  the  Arminian  objections,  in  a  nutshell. 
He  defines  one's  liberty  to  be  freedom  '*  from  hindrance  or  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  doing  or  conducting  in  any  respect  as  he 
wills."*  Necessity,  constraint,  coercion,  and  all  similar  terms 
are  inapplicable  to  the  will,  for  the  reason  that  they  all  pre- 
suppose an  opposition  of  the  will,  which  in  the  case  of  a  choice 
is  by  the  supposition  excluded.f  That  only  is  necessary  which 
choice  cannot  prevent4 

Casting  out  these  tehms,  he  then,  by  a  remorseless  appli- 
cation of  the  maxim — every  event  must  have  a  cause — to 
the  specifioation  of  choice — to  the  choice* of  one  thing  rather 
than  another—esteblished  his  doctrine  of  determinism,  and 
drove  the  Arminiaus  to  the  wall.  There  was  full  liberty, 
there  was  no  necessity,  and  yet  there  was  an  absolute  certainty 
given  by  the  antecedents ;  and  on  this  foreordained  certainty, 
the  Calvinistic  doctrine  of  predestination  might  have  a  sure' 
foundation. 

What  did  Edwards  mean,  then,  by  his  "  natural  ability"  ?  He 
meant  that  nothing  but  a  right  choice  or  inclination  is  needed 
by  a  wicked  man  in  order  to  repent  and  turn  from  his  ways. 
^'  There  are  faculties  of  mind,  and  a  capacity  of  nature,  and 
everything  else  suflScient;  nothing  is  wapting  but  a  will."§ 
But  coexisting  with  this  natural  ability,  is  a  moral  inability, 
by  which  is  meant  a  fixed  and  habitual  inclination  such  as  ren- 
ders a  perseverance  in  evil — a  perseverance  of  the  will  in  its 
evil  choice — perfectly  certain. 

It  is,  therefore,  according  to  Edwards,  an  impropriety  of 
speech  to  say  that  a  sinner  cannot  repent  and  be  holy.  We 
say  that  a  man  cannot  accomplish  ah  event,  when  the  event 
wil>  not  take  place  in  consequence  of,  or  on  the  supposition  of, 
his  chgice.  But  here  the  event  is  itself  a  choice ;  it  is  a  case 
where  doing  is  ohoosing.l     For  a  like  reason,  Edwards  contiii- 

*  II.,  88  f  XL,  26.  et  paasini.  %  U,,  84.  t  H-*  •'^8. 

I  It  is  nothing  new  for  Necessitarians  to  deny  the  propriety  of  applying  the 
terms  "  necessity,"  "  ooaction,"  '*  inability,"  and  the  like,  to  acts  of  the  will. 
Their  argument  on  this  point  is  concisely  put  by  Thomas  Aquinas.  **IUud 
quod  movetur  ab  altero,  didtur  eogi,  si  moveatur  contra  inclinationem  pro- 
.  priam,  sed  si  moTeatur  ab  alio,  quod  sibi  dat  propriam  inclinationem,  non  dicitor 
cogl''    "  Sic  igitur  Deus  moyendo  voluntatem  non  oogit  ipsam,  quia  dat  ei  ejus 
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Qa]]j  treats  the  qaeetion  whether  a  man  com  choose  otherwise 
than  he  does,  as  absurd.  For  what  does  it  signify  ?  It  signi- 
fies, when  reduced  to  a  proposition,  either  that  if  he  chooses  in 
a  particular  way,  he  chooses  in  that  way — an  identical  propo- 
sition or  that  he  will  choose  in  a  particular  way.  if  he  chooses 
to  choose  in  that  way — which  leads  to  an  infinite  series.  Thus 
be  rules  out  the  question  of  the  power  of  contrary  choice,  in 
the  ordinary  understanding  of  the  phrase,  by  his  definitions.  < 
To  ask  if  a  man  can  repent,  or  if  he  can  repent  if  he  choose, 
or  if  he  can  repent  if  he  will,  is  either  mere  tautology,  or  in 
Tolves  the  blunder  of  supposing  an  infinite  series  of  choices. 
He  silences  the  objector  by  depriving  him  of  the  power  to  put 
his  question,  or  by  pronouncing  that  question  an  absurdity. 
Man  is  responsible  bectose  he  is  naturally  able ;  he  is  helpless 
because  he  is  morally  unable.* 

Unquestionably  the  statements  of  President  Edwards  on  this 
subject  are  verbally  at  variance  with  the  Calvinistic  symbols 
and  standard  writers.    The  old  form  of  doctrine  was  that  men 


propriam  ioclloationem.**    **  Sio  moveri  ez  se  Don  repugnat  ei»  quod  movetur  ab 
tHo."    P.  L  Qa.  101$,  Art.  4. 

Ikere  k  great  rimilaiity  between  the  definitions  and  argaments  of  Edwards 
and  those  of  Hobbes  and  CoUlna.  He  says  that  he  had  not  read  Hobbes,  and 
altboogh  Dugald  Stewart  implies  that  he  had  read  GoUlns,  this  is  not  at  all  prob- 
able. Sir  WUliam  Hamilton  once  made  a  remark  to  us,  which  implied  that  he 
oomidered  Edwards  a  borrower  from  Collins.  On  repeating  Hamilton's  observa- 
tion to  Dr.  Taylor,  he  said  that  probably  Edwards  had  never  seen  a  copy  of 
Collina 

*  Sometimes  Edwards  appears  to  leave  the  beaten  track,  and  really  to  take  up 
the  question  of  the  power  of  contrary  choice  One  instance  is  in  Part  HI., 
6  ir.,  (n.,  ISO),  where  he  says  that  '*the  ineltnatton,"  in  the  case  of  the  original 
determination  or  act  of  the  will,  'Ms  nnable  to  change  itself;  and  that  for  this 
plain  reason,  that  it  Is  nnable  to  inoHne  to  change  iteelC**  But  the  context  shows 
that  the  wia6/0  is  only  a  moral  inability,  or  certainty;  and  the  reason  a'lleged  is 
BtiU  the  incompatibility  of  opposite  choices  (or  inclinations)  at  the  same  time. 
*'  Preaeot  choice  cannot  at  present  choose  to  be  otherwi^:  for  that  would  be  at 
pntent  to  choose  something  diverse  from  what  is  at  pre$ent  chosen.**  The  italics 
belong  to  Edwardsi 

The  nearest  approach  to  a  perfectly  distinct  and  noeqaivocal  assertion  of  prop- 
erly necessitarian  doctrine,  which  we  remember  in  Edwards,  is  in v  the  remark 
that  the  difference  between  natural  and  moral  necessity  "  does  not  lie  so  much 
in  the  nature  of  the  comueUon,  as  in  the  two  terms  connected;  **  the  cause  and 
effect  in  the  case  of  moral  necessity  being  of  a  moral  kind.    P.  I.,  §4. 
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since  the  fall  are  free  to  sin,  bat  have  uo  other  freedom.  Bat 
the  frequent  assertion  of  Edwards  is  that  men  now  have  all  the 
liberty  that  ever  existed  or  that  could  ever  possibly  enter  into 
the  heart  of  any  man  to  conceive.  This,  however,  is  a  verbal 
incongraity,  due  to  his  peculiar  use  of  terms.  Yet  his  theory 
of  the  will  diflfers  from  that  of  the  old  Oalvinists,  if  we  except 
the  high  supra-lapsarian  view,  in  that  they,  like  Augustine, 
explicitly  gave  to  Adam  in  his  act  of  apostasy  the  power  of 
contrary  choice.  And  that  "  mutability "  of  will  that  was 
ascribed  to  him  prior  to  transgression,  can  find  no  place  in 
President  Edwards's  notion  of  liberty.^ 

The  solution  which  Edwards  offered  of  the  problem  of  Orig- 
inal Sin  failed  to  sajtisfy  his  successors.  Hopkins,  in  certain 
passages,  seems  to  adopt  the  realistic  propositions  of  his  teacher. 
Of  Adam  it  is  said  that  '^  being  by  divine  constitution  the  nat- 
ural head  and  father  of  the  whole  race,  they  were  all  included 
^  and  created  in  him  as  one  whole  which  could  not  be  separated ; 
and,  therefore,  he  is  treated  as  the  whole  in  this  transaction."§ 
But'  looking  at  all  that  he  says  on  the  subject,  we  find  his  doc- 
trine to  be  that  men  are  sinners  from  birth  through  a  divine 
constitution  establishing  an  infallible  connection  between 
Adam's  sin  and  their  sin.  If  he  sins,  it  is  certain  that  they 
will  begin  their  existence  as  sinners.  But  all  sin  consists  in 
exercise  or  act.     And  ^'  the  children  of  Adam  are  not  guilty  of 

*  Letter  to  a  Mioifter  of  the  Gharob  of  SootUod.     IL 

t  Ck>mp.  West  Confesaion,  Ohap.  IX,  iii.  Han  "hath  wholly  lost  all  abUil^ 
of  will  to  any  spiritual  good,"  <fco. 

I  It  is  remarkble  that  the  Jansenists,  in  striving  to  make  a  distinction  between 
their  doctrine  and  that  of  Calvin,  use  phraseology  very  Bimilar  to  that  of  Ed- 
wards. Men  can  resist  graoe  if  they  wilL  Calvin  is  qoite  wrong,  says  Pasosl,iB 
the  seventeenth  of  the  Provincial  Letters,  in  holding  Utat  the  sinner  9an$u>t  reoit 
grace— even  *'  la  gr&ce  efficace  et  victorieuse."  "  Ce  n^est  pas  qall  no  pniaw 
toiyoars  s'en  Eloigner,  et  qu'il  na  s'en  61oignftt  eSeetivemeoti  s^il  le  vouhut" 
Bat  what  does  he  mean  by  caf»— by  patoer  /  It  is  the  Augostiaian  poUtUu  H  wft, 
as  Mozley  has  pointed  oat  in  his  AttffuaUman  Dodrim  of  J^r^destinaHon,  p^  427. 
Calvin  would  have  admitted  all  that  Pascal  says,  for  he  did  not  hold,  as  was 
represented  by  the  Jansenists,  that  the  irHl  is  moved  like  an  inanimate  thing  See 
(e.  g.)  Inst  II.,  lit,  14.  The  Dominioans  endeavored  to  distinguish  their  doctrine 
from  that  of  the  Jansenists,  as  the  latter  professed  to  njeot  the  doctrine  of  Osl 
vin.    But  the  difference  in  both  cases  was  merely  verbaL 

§  Works,  (Boston  Ed.,  1862),  L,  199. 
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his  sin,  are  not  punished,  and  do  not  suffer  for  that,  any  fur- 
ther than  they  implicitly  or  expressly  approve  of  his  transgres- 
sion by  sinning  as  he  did ;  their  total  moral  corruption  and 
sinfulness  is  as  much  their  own  sin,  as  it  could  be  if  it  were 
not  in  consequence  of  the  sin  of  the  first  father  of  the  human 
race,  or  if  Adam  had  not  first  sinned."*  It  is  explicitly  held 
that  men  do  not  become  sinners  as  a  penalty  of  the  law  for 
Adam's  sin.  Their  sin  is  at  once  a  consequence  or  effect  of 
Adam's  sin  by  ihk  divine  constitution,  and  their  own  free  act. 
Yet  they  begin  to  sin  at  the  beginning  of  their  existence. 
'( As  soon  as  children  are  capable  of  the  least  motion  and  ex- 
orcise of  the  heart  which  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  Ood,  such 
motions  and  exercises  are  sin  in  them,  though  they  are  ignorant 
of  it."  "  Persons  may  be  moral  agents,  and  sin  without  know- 
ing what  the  law  of  God  is,  of  what  nature  their  exercises  are, 
and  while  they  have  no  consciousness  that  they  are  wrong." 

Hopkins  brought  in  the  doctrine  of  divine  efficiency  in  the 
production  of  sin.  He  considered  this  a  legitimate  deduction 
from  the  teachings  of  Edwards.  It  had  been  held  that  sinful 
choices,  not  less  than  holy,  result  with  infallible  certainty  from 
causes  which  God  had  set  in  operation.  He  is,  then,  the  first 
cause  to  whose  power  the  effect  must  be  attributed.  The  effi- 
ciency that  issues  in  the  origination  of  a  sinful  choice  emanates 
firom  Him.f    His  agency  is  universal. 

In  Emmons,  Hopkinsianism  is  seen  in  full  flower.  All  men 
become  sinners  by  Adam.  He  did  not  make  them  sinners  by 
causing  them  to  commit  his  first  offense.  ^^  We  could  no  more 
eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit  before  we  were  born,  than  Adam 
could  have  eaten  of  it  before  he  was  created."  Nor  did  he 
make  men  sinners  by  transterring  to  them  the  guilt  of  his  first 
transgression.  ^^  The  guilt  of  any  action  can  no  more  be  trans- 
t(9rred  from  the  agent  to  another  person,  than  the  action  itself." 
Nor  did  Adam  make  men  sinners  by  conveying  to  them  a  mor- 
ally corrupted  nature,  t^  There  is  no  morally  corrupt  nature 
distinct  from  free,  voluntary,  sinful  exercises."  Adam  had  no 
such  nature.  Supposing  that  he  had  such  a  nature,  he  could 
not  convey  it  to  his  descendants ;  for"  '*  the  soul  is  not  traps- 

*  I.,  286.  t  L,  2S2. 
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mitted  from  father  to  Bon  by  natural  generation.*  The  soul  is 
Bpiritiial ;  and  what  is  spiritual  is  indivisible ;  and  what  is  in- 
divisible is  incapable  of  propagation."  Adam's  sin  cansed  onr 
sin  only  as  God  determined  that  in  case  Adam  should  sin,  we 
should  be  brought  into  existence  morally  depraved. 

'*  Acoordioglj,  in  conseqnenoe  of  Adam's  first  transgression,  God  now  brings 
his  posterity  into  the  world  in  a  state  of  moral  depravity.  Bat  how  ?  The  an- 
swer is  easy.  When  God  forms  the  sools  of  infants,  he  forms  them  with  moral  • 
powers,  and  makes  them  men  in  miniktore.  And  bein^  men  in  miniatnre,  he  worln 
in  them  as  he  does  in  other  men,  both  to  wUl  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure;  or 
produces  those  moral  exercises  in  their  hearts  in  which  moral  depravity  prop- 
erly and  essentially  consists.  Moral  depravity  can  take  place  nowhere  but  in 
moral  agents ;  and  moral  agents  can  never  act  but  only  as  they  are  acted  on  by 
a  divine  operation.  It  is  just  as  easy,  therefore,  to  acooont  for  moral  depravity 
in  infancy,  as  in  any  other  period  of  lifc'^f 

The  objection  that  God  is  made  the  author  of  sin,  is  answered 
by  the  assertion  that  sin  .pertains  to  the  nature  of  actions  and 
not  to  their  cause.  He  who  creates  the  poison  of  rattlesnakes 
has  not  in  himself  the  quality  to  which  he  gives  existence. 
Edwards  had  suggested' this  answer  in  his  doctrine  that  '^the 
essence  of  the  virtue  and  vice  of  the  dispositions  of  the  heart 
and  acts  of  will,  lies  not  in  their  cause,  but  their  nature.":|: 

On  one  point  in  the  doctrine  as  to  the  conditions  of  re- 
sponsible agency,  Emmons  went  a  step  beyond  Hopkins. 
Emmons  maintains  that  a  knowledge  or  perception  of  law  is 
a  prerequisite  of  moral,  accountable  a^^tion.  He  contends 
that  infants  have  this  conciousness  of  duty.  Without  it,  he 
says,  they  would  be  mere  agents,  but  not  moral  agents  ;  and  if 
mere  agents  he  maintains  that  they  never  would  become  moral 
agents.* 

The  question  was,  liow  are  men  responsible  for  sin  which 
they  could  not  have  prevented,  and  tor  continuing  to  sin  when 
they  cannot  stop?  Theology,  in  the  Hopkinsian  line,  had 
reached  the  propositions  that  no  individual  is  accountable  for 
any  sin  which  he  does  not  personally  commit  by  violating 
known  law ;  that  sin  begins  with  the  personal  lite  of  each 
man  in  this  world,  and  is  not  the  penalty  of  the  offense  of 


♦  Works,  IV.  Sermon,  xxxv.  f  ^V*  Sermon,  xxvi,  (p.  867.) 

X  Edwards,  II.,  186  seq.  §  IV.  Sermon,  zl 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Thadlagy  <tf  Dr.  N.  W.  Taylor.  297 

Adam,  bat  only  consequent  upon  it  in  the  divine  plan  and 
appointment.  Bat  with  these  doctrines  there  was  coupled  a 
more  bald  determinism  than  Christian  theology  had  ever 
tolerated.  A  divine  efficiency  was  made  the  cause  of  sinfal 
choices,  and  sin,  not  less  tlian  holiness,  was  declared  to  be  the 
product  of  divine  agency. 

Among  the  adversaries  of  the  Hopkinsian  peculiarities  is 
Dr.  Smalley.     He  discards  the  notion  of  a  Federal  representa- 
tion in  Adam,  one  individual  acting  for  the  rest,  and  compares 
it  to  "  a  draught  in  a  lottery."*    He  rejects  likewise  Edwards's 
theory  of  our  identity  with  Adam,  which,  he  says,'i8  ^'diving 
into  metaphysics  below  tlie  bottom  of  things  or  quite  beyond 
the  fathom  of  common  sense." f    Denying  all  imputation  of 
Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity,  he  holds  that  his  sin  occasions  our 
sin  from  our  birth ;  but  this  sin  is  ours  and  not  his,  and  as 
onrs  it  is  condemned*    So  far  he  coincides  with  !^mmons.    But 
he  differs  in  holding  to  a  sinful  propensity  or  ^'  disposition  back 
of  exercises," — "prior  to  knowledge  and  prior  to  actual  sin."  J 
How  shall  he  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  God  is  the 
author  of  sin,  as  being  the  creator  of  the  soul  ?    ^'  Perhaps," 
he  replies,  the  creation  of  sin  by  God  '*  need  not  be  supposed. 
Perhaps  the  depravity  of  a  sinner  may  consist,  primarily,  in 
mere  privation,  or  in  the  want  of  holy  principles,  and  if  so,  it 
need  not  be  created."|     In  this  last  hypothesis  of  the  privative 
character  of  sin,  whether  he  knew  it  or  not,  he  followed  a 
long  line  of  thinkers,  including  Aagustine  and  Aquinas,  who 
struggled  to  avoid  an  inference  to  which  their  logic  appeared 
irresistibly  to  carry  them.     He  combats  the  theory  of  divine 
efficiency  in  the  production  of  sin  and  in  the  hardening  of 
men's  hearts.     He  holds,  too,  that  regeneration  is  the  impart- 
ing of  a  new  taste,  relish,  or  disposition  anterior  to  holy  vo- 
>  litions,  to  which  it  gives  rise.    It  is  obvious  that,  on  Smalley 's 
own  premises,  this  privation,  which  constitutes  sin,  is  due  to 
the.  make  of  the  soul  and  occurs  by  necessaiy  consequence 
from  the  act  of  the  Creator.    It  is  di£Scult  to  see  the  advan- 
tage of  his  theo];y,  in  this  aspect  of  it,  over  that  of  Emmons. 
. —  I  

•"^orkB,  (Hwrtford.  ISOS)  I.,  180,  (Serm.  zL)  f  Ibid.,  p.  180. 

t  md.,  IK.188.  I  Ibid.,  p.  189. 
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In  more  direct  relation  to  Dr.  Taylor's  Bystem  is  the  theology 
of  Dr.  Dwight.    Dwight  rejects  imputation.     "  Moral  actions 
are  not,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  transferable  from  one  being  to 
another.    The  personal  act  of  any  agent  is,  in  its  very  nature, 
the  act  of  that  agent  solely ;  and  incapable  of  being  par- 
ticipated by  any  other  agent.     Of  course,  the  guilt  of  such  a 
personal  act  is  equally  incapable  of  being  transferred  or  par- 
ticipated.   The  guilt  is  inherent  in  the  action ;  and  is  attributa- 
ble, therefore,  to  the  agent  only.*"  ^^  Nor  are  the  descendants  of 
Adam  punished  for  his  transgression."  f    The  Bible  explicitly 
affirms  that  no  man  shall  be  punished  for  the  sin  of  another. 
We  become  sinners  in  consequence  of  Adam's  sin,  but  how  we 
cannot  explain.    Inability  is  disinclination.     '^  The  words  can 
and  cannot  are  used  in  the  Scriptures,  just  as  they  are  used  in 
the  common  intercourse  of  mankind,  to  express  willingness  or 
unwillingness.":^    The  general  expressions  of  Dwight  on  the 
nature  of  moral  agency  would  lead  one  to  conclude  that  he 
must  hold  all  sin  to  consist  in   the  willM  transgression  of 
known  law.    In  the  course  of  his  sermon  on  the  Temptation 
and  Fall,  he  comes  to  the  question,'Why  did  God  permit  Adam 
to  sin }    He  observes  of  this  question  that  it  affects  not  the 
'  sin  of  Adam  only,  but  aU  sin.    He  then  states  the  distinction 
between  the  permission  of  sin,  which  he  accepts,  and  the 
creating  of  it.    "  In  the  former  case  man  is  the  actor  of  his 
own  sin.    His  sin,  therefore,  is  wholly  his  own ;  chargeable 
only  to  himself;  chosen  by  him  unnecessarily,  while  possessed 
of  a  power  to  choose  otherwise ;  avoidable  by  him ;   and  of 
course  guilty  and  righteously  punishable. "§    He  declares  that 
'^  sin,  universally,  is  no  other  than  selfisjiness,  or  a  preference 
of  one's  self  to  all  othpr  beings,  and  of  one's  private  interests 
and  gratifications  to  the  well-being  of  the  universe,  of  God, 
and  the  intelligent  creation.")     "This,"  he  says  in  another 
place,  "  is  sin  and  all  that  in  the  Scriptures  is  meant  by  sin."^ 
In  his  sermon  on  the  Benevolence  of  God,  he  speaks  of  sin, 
the  opposite  principle,  as  ^'  that  disposition  in  us,  which  God 
by  the  dictates  of  his  infinite  benevolence  is  in  a  sense  com- 

*  WorkB,  Serm.  zzsL  (U.,  2.)  f  I^^d.,  p.  4.         %  Senn.  ozaoiii.  (lY.,  467.) 

§  Serm.  xxvii.  (VI.,  460.)  |  Serm.  c.  (IIL,  464.) 

\  Serm.  Izzz.  (IIL,  162.) 
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pelled  to  hate  and  punish,  becanse  it  is  a  vohmiary  opposition 
to  his  oion  perfect  character^  and  a  fixed  enmity  to  the  well- 
being  of  his  creatnres."^  How  zealonsly  Dr.  Dwight  contro- 
yerta  the  theory  of-  Divine  Efficiency,  as  making  Ood  the 
author  of  sin,  all  of  his  readers  are  aware.  In  his  sermon  to 
prove  that  the  sool  is  not  a  series  of  ideas  and  exercises,  he  says : 
"  a  finite  agent  has  been  supposed  to  exist,  possessed  of  under- 
standing to  perceive,  and  ability  to  choose,  that  which  was 
good  or  evil ;  that  which  was  conformed,  or  not  conformed  to 
the  law  under  which  he  was  placed.  Whenever  he  was  un- 
poesessed  of  such  an  ability,  it  has  been  further  supposed,  that 
he  was  incapable  of  either  virtue  or  vice.  According  to  this 
view  of  common  sense^  the  scheme  of  the  Scriptures  seems 
everywhere  to  be  formed."t  B^t  in  his  discourse  on  the 
Derivation  of  Human  Depravity  from  Adam,  he  argues  that 
death  must  be  considered  an  indubitable  proof  of  the  existence 
of  depravity  in  every  moral  being  who  is  subject  to  death. 
That  infants  ^^  are  contaminated  in  their  moral  nature,  and 
born  in  the  likeness  of  apostate  Adam  "  he  holds  to  be  a  fact 
'^  inevitably  proved,  so  far  as  the  most  unexceptionable  analogy 
can  prove  anything,  by  the  depraved  moral  conduct  of  every 
infant  who  lives  so  long  as  to  be  capable  of  moral  action.'':^ 
In  interpreting  Dr.  Dwight,  it  is  important  to  ascertain  in 
what  sense  he  used  the  terms  taste,'  relish,  disposition,  pro- 
pensity, principle.  He  speaks  of  these  words  as  descriptive  of 
an  unknown  and  ine2qplicable  cause  of  holy  cr  sinful  volitions. 

'*  I  do  not  deny,"  he  Bays,  "on  the  oontrary  I  readily  admit  that  there  ia  a 
cause  of  moral  action  in  intelligent  beings,  freqaently  indicated  by  the  words 
PfineipUj  Aftium^  BabiU,  Jfature,  Tendency,  Fropen$ity,  and  several  others. 
In  this  43sse,  however,  as  weU  as  in  many  others,  it  Is  oarefoUy  to  be  observed, 
that  thsM  terms  indicate  a  oaose  which  to  as  is  wholly  unknown ;  ezoept  that  its 
existence  is  proved  by  its  effects."  "  When  we  use  these  kinds  of  phraseology, 
we  intend  that  a  reason  reaUy  exists,  although  undefinable  and  unintelligible  by 
owaelveB,  why  one  mind  wiU,  either  usually  or  uniformly,  be  the  subject  of  holy 
volitions  and  another  of  sinful  ones."  "  We  mean  to  indicate  a  state  of  mind, 
generally  existing,  out  of  which  holy  volitions  may,  in  one  case,  be  fairly  ex- 
parted  to  ariae,  and  sinful  ones  in  another."  "  This  state  is  the  cauae,  which  I 
have  mentioned ;  a  oause  the  existence  of  which  must  be  admitted,  unle&i  we 
acknowledge  it  to  be  a  perfect  casualty,  that  any  volition  is  sinful  rather  than 

•  Scrm.  ix.  (L  167.)  f  S*'™-  »av.  (1. 40e.)  J  Serm.  xxxii.  (IL  18.) 
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holy.*'  *'Thucfiiuei8  what  Uto  often  meDtioned  in  the  Sorip^ores  under  the 
name  of  the  heart"  "  I  have  already  remarked,  that  this  canse  is  noknown  ex- 
cept by  its  effeeta.*'  **  It  is  not  so  powerful,  nor  so  anchangeable,  as  to  incline 
the  mind  in  which  it  exists,  so  strongly  to  holiness,  as  to  preyent  It  abaolately 
from  sinning,  nor  so  strongly  to  sio,  aa  to  prevent  it  absolntely  from  acting  in  a 
holy  manner."  To  account  for  sin  in  a  holy  being,  we  have  to  auppoae  "  that  a 
t^'mptation,  actually  presented  to  the  mind,  is  disproportioned  in  its  power  to 
the  inclination  of  that  mind  towards  resistance."* 

Now  what  Ib  really  meant  by  this  unknown,  mysterious 
disposition  ?  Regeneration  is  defined  to  be  the  communica- 
tion by  God  of  a  relish  for  spiritual  objects,  which  leads  to 
holy  choices, — such  a  relish  as  He  communicated  to  Adam 
prior  to  his  holy  acts.  Dr.  Taylor  considered  himself  justified 
in  interpreting  these  ambiguous  terms  in  conformity  with  the 
expressions  of  Dr.  Dwight  relative  to  the  nature  of  sin  and  of 
agency,  which  have  been  cited ;  that  is,  as  implying  volun- 
tary action.  By  volitions,  Dr.  Dwight  undoubtedly  means 
imperative  acts  of  will.  He  styles  the  "  new  disposition " 
in  regenerated  souls,  ^'disinterestedness,  love,  good-wiU^ 
benevolence."t  He  says  that  *'the  influence  which  Ghod 
exerts  on  them  by  His  Spirit,  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  their 
wiUs^  instead  of  attempting  any  resistance  to  it,  coincide  with 
it  readily  and  cheerfully,  without  any  force  or  constraint  on 
his  part,  or  any  opposition  on  their  own.'' j:  But  if  a  '*  disposi- 
tion is  voluntary,  then  Dr.  Dwight  must  have  held  with  Hop- 
kins and  Emmons  that  infants  are  voluntary  transgressors 
of  law  from  their  birth.  Moreover,  he  sometimes  speaks  of 
holy  love  as  one  of  the  fruits  or  oonseqvsnces  of  the  new 
relish,  instead  of  strictly  identifying  the  two.  And  why  does 
he  speak  of  this  '' disposition  "  as  of  something  so  mysterious 
and  inexplicable,  as  when  he  says:  '^  of  the  metaphysical  nature 
of  this  cause,  I  am  ignorant  ?''§ 

In  interpreting  a  philosophical  or  theological  writer,  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  say  that  he  mvsthhve  meant  this  or  that, 
because  otherwise  we  cannot  make  him  consistent  with  him- 
self. Bather  is  it  true  that  out  of  what  is  left  obscure  or  self- 
contradictory  in  a  writer,  comes  the  spur  to  further  investiga- 

*  Serm.  xzrii.  (L  466).    See,  also,  Serm.  Izxiv.  (III.  68.) 

f  Serm.  lacrix.  (IIL  280.)        %  Serm.  Ixxii.  (III.  40.)        §  Serm.  Ixadr.  (IH.  68.) 
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tion  and  prc^ess  on  the  part  of  thoee  who  follow.  In  this 
case,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  Dr.  Dwight  had  riot 
arrived  at  a  clear  view  of  the  nature  of  the  holy  or  sinfal 
^'  disposition  "  at  the  root  of  special  or  imperative  volitions,  or 
brought  this  element  into  a  consistent  relation  to  other-features 
of  his  doctrinal  system. 

One  of  the  most  industrious  and  influential  of  the  adver- 
saries of  Dr.  Taylor  was  Dr.  Leonard  Woods,  Professor  at 
Andover.  He  had  expounded  his  opinions  respecting  the 
doctrine  of  sin  in  his  Letters  to  UnitarianSj  and  in  his  con- 
troversy with  Dr.  Ware.  He  had  expressed  himself  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Hopkinsian  views.  He  rejects  imputation,  and 
refuses  unqualified  assent  to  the  statements  of  the  Westminster 
Assembly  in  regard  to  Original  Sin. 

**  In  Scripture,**  he  emd,  "  the  word  impute^  when  used  in  its  proper  sense,  cer- 
tainly in  relation  to  sin,  uniformly  signifies  charging  or  reckoning  to  a  man  that 
which  is  his  own  attribute  or  act.  Every  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  prove 
that  Ood  ever  imputes  to  man  any  sintul  disposition  or  act  which  is  not  strictly 
At«  own,  has  failed  of  success.  As  it  is  one  object  of  these  Letters  to  make  you 
acquainted  with  the  real  opinions  of  the  Orthodox  in  New  England,  I  would  here 
flay,  with  the  utmost  frankness,  that  we  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the- 
langnage  used  on  this  subject  in  the  Assembly's  Catechism.  Though  we  hold 
that  Catechism,  taken  as  a  whole,  in  the  highest  estimation,  we  could  not  with  a 
good  conscience  subscribe  to  every  expression  it  contains,  in  relatioo  to  the  doc* 
trine  of  original  sin.  Hence  it  is  common  for  as,  when  we  declare  our  assent  to 
the  Catechism,  to  do  it  with  an  express  or  implied  restriction.  We  receive  the 
Catechism  generally  as  containing  a  summary  of  the  principles  of  Christianity. 
We  are  not  accduntable  for  Adam's  sin,  but  our  personal  sinfulness  is  in  conse- 
qnence  of  hia  sin.*^ 

He  had  defined  moral  agency  as  involving  a  knowledge  of 
dnty  and  a  natural  power  of  performing  it  "]As  accountable 
beings,  we  have  a  conscience  a/fid  a  power  of  knowing  amd 
performing  our  duty.  Our  zeal  in  defense  of  this  principle 
has  been  snch,  as  to  occasion  no  small  umbrage  to  some,  who 
are  attached  to  every  feature  and  every  phraseology  of  Calvin- 
ism. On  this  subject  there  is,  in  fact,  a  well  known  difierence 
between  our  views,  and  those  of  some  modern,  as  \^ell  as  more 

*  LetUn^  da  (Boston,  1828.)  p.  82.  We  quote  from  the  ControverKfal  Papers 
of  Dr.  Woods  in  the  original  editions,  and  not  in  the  altered  form  in  which  they 
appear  in  his  collected  works. 
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ancient  divines,  who  rank  high  on  the  side  of  Orthodoxy."* 
All  sin  consists  in  the  exerciee  of  a  disposition  contrary  to 
what  the  law  reqaire8."t  '^  Sin  in  its  highest  sense  is  sin  in 
the  heart,  that  is  wrong  affection,  corrupt  inclination^":^  As  to 
the  time  when  sin  begins,  Dr.  Woods  remarks : 

"  I  make  it  no  part  of  my  object  in  this  diBcossion  to  deteimine  preoimly  the 
idme  when  moral  agency  begins.  There  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  anch  a  de- 
termination, whieh  I  feel  myself  wholly  unable  to  surmount  My  pomtion  is, 
that  as  soon  as  men  are  moral  agents,  they  are  sinners."  "  It  seems  to  me  as  un- 
reaonable  and  absurd  to  say,  that  human  bdngs  are  really  sinners  before  they  are 
moral  agents,  as  to  say  that  birds  or  fishes  are  sinners. "§ 

But,  notwithstanding  his  caution  in  defining  the  date  of 
incipient  moral  agency,  he  labors  to  disprove  the  negative 
position  that  sin  cannot  begin  with  the  beginning  of  the  soul's 
life.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  supposing  them  to  sin  from 
birth,  and  such  he  plainly  indicates  to  be  his  opinion.  | 

In  1885,  Dr.  Woods  published  an  Essay  on  Native  Deprav- 
ity. Through  a  considerable  part  of  this  Essay,  he  advocates 
the  opinions  which  have  just  been  described.  He  argues  that 
infants  may  be  capable  of  **  moral  emotions "  of  a  sinful 
character  from  the  start,  inasmuch  as  the  divine  law  is  written 
on  the  heart  and  therefore  no  instruction  from  without  is  re- 
quisite to  render  them  accountable  agents.^  He  explains  that 
he  means  by  their  having  the  law  written  on  their  hearts,  that 
they  have  '*  moral  faculties  and  moral  perceptions."**  They 
have  frgm  the  first ''  some  feeble  degree  of  moral  affection  " — 
some  degree  of  "  personal  depravity. "ft  '*  Children  are  in  some 
small  degree  moral  agents  from  the  first.":^:^ 

Having  pursued  this  line  of  argument,  he  makes  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  transitions  which  we  have  ever  met  with  in 
the  course  of  our  theological  reading.  He  proposes  a  different 
hypothesis  which  be  at  first  suggests  as  plausible  and  entitled 
to  consideration,  but  which  he  proceeds  to  defend  and  avow  as 
his  own  belief.  Stated  in  his  own  words,  it  is  that  the 
depravity  of  man  "  consists  originally  in  a  wrong  disposition 
or  a  oorrv/pt  nature^  which  is  antecedent  to  any  sinful  emotions, 

*  LetUr$,  dc.  (Boston,  1822,)  p.  96.  f  ^^^f  V-  ^^l-  t  P-  800. 

§  P.  188.  I  P.  806  et  passim.  T  Essay,  p.  141  ••  P.  160. 

ft  P.  166.  Xt  P-  15*^ 
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and  from  which,  as  an  inward  source,  all  ainftil  omoUona  and 
actions  proceed."'*  There  is  an  inclination,  disposition,  pro- 
petisity,  or  tendency  to  sin,  existing  prior  to  all  sinfal^e^^n^^ 
even,  and  ont  of  that  hidden  fountain  all  snch  feelings,  and  all 
sinful  choices  and  actions  flow.'  This  propensity  to  sin  is  itself 
sinful, — ^the  very/biw  et  origo  malorwnt.  Dr.  Woods  quietly 
ignores  his  doctrine  as  to  the  nature  of  moral  agency,  and  the 
nature  of  sui,  and  assumes  the  existence,  back  of  all  exercises, 
of  a  constitutional,  innate,  inherited,  and  propagated  propensity 
of  which  sin  is  the  object. 

Turning  back  now  to  his  controversy  with  Ware,  we  find 
this  same  doctrine  less  plainly  suggested,  and  standing  side  by 
side  with  the  Hopkinsian  propositions  which  have  been  already 
noticed  as  making  up  the  main  part  of  that  earlier  discussion. 
There  are  passages  in  which  he  traces  sin  to  ^hat  is  ^'  original 
or  native  in  our  moral  eonsti^tion^^^\  ''  a  uniformly  operating 
cause  or  law  of  nature,"  passing  from  father  to  son  like  ^^  the 
serpent's  bite,  the  lion's  fierceness,"  or  '^  intelligence,  gratitude, 
sympathy,  or  kindness"  in  the  human  soul.":^  This  propensity 
is  something  distinct  from  the  **  natural  appetites,  affections, 
and  passions,"  and  is  ^^  itself  sinful ;  yea,  it  is  what  every  one 
most  consider  as  the  very  essence  of  sin."§ 

In  his  Essay,  after  advocating  both  these  diverse  forms  of  * 
doetrine,  in  the  manner  stated  above,  he  makes  an  attempt  to 
unite  them ;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  trace  his  path  in  this  un- 
successful enterprise. 

Besides  the  questions  which  have  been  specially  noticed 
above,  there  is  another  great  topic  which  could  not  escape  the 
attention  of  the  New  England  divines.  We  refer  to  the  per* 
miesion  of  sin  and  the  kindred  questions  which  belong  to 
the  theodicy.  This  subject,  as  all  know,  was  debated  in  the 
SDcient  heathen  schools.  It  was  elaborately  handled  by  the 
scholastic  writers,  and  by  Thomas  Aquinas  in  particular. 
Differing  from  Scotus,  who,^ike  Anselm  and  Abelard,  held 
that  the  present  is  the  best  possible  system,  Aquinas  main- 
tained, though  in  doubtful  consistency  with  some  of  his  own 

*  P.  168.        t  Letters  and  Reply,  p.  159.        %  Pp.  168,  162.        g  Pp.  884,  886.  ' 
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principles,*  that  we  can  conceive  of  the  present  system  of 
things  as  amplified  and  extended,  whence,  indeed,  a  system  in 
this  sense  better  would  resalt ;  but  within  the  present  system 
we  can  conceive  of  no  change  that  would  not  be  an  evil.  Sin, 
in  itself  considered,  is  an  evil,  but,  as  related  to  the  whole 
order  of  things  in  which  it  has  a  place,  this  is  not  the  fact 
Sin  is  not  the  direct  means  of  the  greatest  good ;  its  proper 
tendencies  are  not  good,  but  evil ;  yet,  indirectly,  as  an  indis- 
pensable condition,  it  is  the  necessary  means  of  the  greati'Bt 
good.  It  follows  from  the  perfections  of  God,  from  his 
omnipotence  and  benevolence,  that  it  is  good  that  evil  exists. 
If  sin  did  not  exist  when  and  where  it  does,  the  system  would 
be  damaged  in  other  respects.  Sometimes'  the  schoolmen 
appealed  to  the  principle  of  variety^  and  argued  that  virtue  is 
set  off  advantageously  by  the  contrast  of  moral  evil,  or  that 
sin  is  useful  as  a  test  and  purifier  of  the  good,  or  that,  without 
sin,  forms  of  excellence — ^patience,  for  example — could  never 
exist.  Commonly  they  supported  their  denial  of  the  divine 
authorship  of  sin  by  the  fallacious  position  which  was  ^borrowed 
from  Augustine,  that  sin  is  a  mere  detect — is  nihil.  But  their 
real  doctrine  is  that  sin  is  the  necessary  means  of  the  greatest 
good.  The  old  Protestant  theology  came  to  a  like  conclusion. 
*  It  is  the  conviction  of  Calvin  that  because  sin  exists  under  the 
divine  administration,  in  the  system  of  which  God  is  the 
author,  we  must  suppose  it  preferable  that  sin  should  exist 
rather  than  not.  It  is  this  conviction  in  great  part  that  leads 
him  tojdeny  that  sin  is  barely  perniitted,  and  to  maintain  a 
volitive  permission,  and,  in  this  sense,  an  ordination  of  sin  on 
the  part  of  God.  Hence  he  has  often  been  thought  a  supra- 
lapsarian,  as  if  he  held  even  the  first  sin  to  be  an  object  of  an 
efficient  decree.  But  this  is  not  his  doctrine,  as  a  careful 
study  of  the  Consenevs  Genevensis^  as  well  as  of  his  writings 
generally,  will  demonstrate.  H||  constantly  falls  back  on  the 
statement  of  Augustine,  wlio  is  acknowledged  to  be  sub- 
lapsarian,  that  God  not  only  permits,  but  wills  to  permit,  sin ; 
and  he  puts  his  whole  theory  into  this  sentence.     Calvin's 


*  See,  on  the  relation  of  this  doctrine  to  the  system  of  Aquinas,  Bitter,  Oe*, 
d.  OhrUt  Phil,  TV.,  288. 
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principles  respecting  the  divine  justice  as  underlying  all 
decrees  and  providential  action  dash  with  the  supra-Iapsarian 
scheme.  He  labors  to  repel  the  imputation  that  he  holds  God 
to  be  the  author  of  moral  evil ;  yet,  as  we  have  said,  he  conld 
BOt  escape,  as  he  thought,  from  the  doctrine  that  it  is  good  that 
evil  exists.**  This  doctrine  that  the  existence  of  sin  is  to  be 
preferred  to  its  non-existence — that  sin  is  the  necessary  means 
of  the  greatest  good,  passed  into  the  New  England  tlieology. 
Hopkins  is  full  of  it.  Bellamy  advocates  it  in  an  elaborate 
treatise.  He  holds  that  this  is  the  best  of  all  possible  systems ; 
it  will  be  more  holy  and  happy  than  if  sin  and  misery  had 
Dever  entered  it ;  God  could  have  kept  all  his  creatures  holy 
without  infringing  on  their  free  agency,  but  the  result  would 
have  involved  a  greater  loss  than  gain.f  Sin,  "  in  itself  and 
in  all  its  natural  tendencies,"  is  "  infinitely  evil  ;"$  yet  every 
Bin  is  overruled  '*  to  a  greater  good  on  the  whole."  He  says, 
and  quotes  Augustine  to  the  same  effect,  that  it  is  good  that 
evil  should  exist. 

Dr.  Woods  in  his  controversy  with  Ware,  had  argued  in  a 
similar  strain  ;  maintaining  that  the  system  is  better  than  it 
wonld  be  if  sin  were  not  in  it. 

When  Dr.  Taylor  began  his  investigations,  New  England 
theology  asserted  a  doctrine  of  natural  ability,  as  the  condition 
of  responsible  agency  ;  it  rejected  imputation  in  every  form ; 
bnt  outside  of  the  Hopkinsian  school,  it  associated  with  this 
denial  a  vague  theory  of  an  hereditary  sinful  taint,  or  a  sinful 

*  Not  A  few  difltiogoiBhed  soholare,  Mid  among  them,  Gieneler,  Jolina  Muller, 
Netnder  and  Baur,  have  suppoeed  Calyin  to  go  beyond  Augnatine  in  connecting 
the  fintnu  with  divine  agency.  Strong  expreeaions  seeming  to  favor  this  view, 
are  in  the  huL  III.,  zziii.,  6,  8,  and  in  the  Respons.  ad  Calnm.  Neb.  (Works, 
Amat.  £d.  Tom.  YIII.,  p.  684).  Bnt  this  last  tract  b  the  work  of  Beza,  for  which 
dlvin  is  not  responsible.  Judging  by  the  passages  in  the  InHituteM,  withont  refer- 
ence to  other  expressions  of  Calvin,  weshonld  onhesitatinitly  agree  vrith  the  inter- 
preters above  named.  But,  in  other  Citings,  as  We  have  said,  he  plants  himself 
on  the  AogQBtinian  formula.  His  doctrine  is  that  of  a  voliiive  permission.  See, 
for  example,  Cona,  Oenw,  (Niemeyer's  Ed.)  p.  280.  That  justice  lies  hack  of  all 
aeta  of  the  divine  win,  is  emphatically  asserted.  See  Tom.  VIII.,  p.  68S.  He  says: 
**  QQanqoam  mihi  Dei  voluntas  summa  est  causa,  ubique  tamen  doceo,  ubi  in  ejus 
ooDsiliis  vel  operibus  causa  non  apparet ;  apud  eum  esse  absconditam,  et  nihU 
sitijnBteet  sapienter  decreverit."  *' Clare  affirmo  nihil  decernere  sine  optima 
eausa:  qun  si  hodie  nobis  incognita  est,  ultimo  die  patefiet.** 

t  Works,  II.,  p.  61,  seq.  \  ibid.,  p.  146. 
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propensity  to  sin,  propagated  with  the  race — what  Dr.  Taylor 
termed  "physical  depravity;" — and  it  vindicated  the  intro- 
daction,  or  permission,  of  sin,  by  affirming  that  sin  is  the 
necessary  means  of  y the  greatest  good,  and  that  the  system  of 
things  is  better  with  sin  than  withont  it. 

The  aim  of  Dr.  Taylor  was  to  relieve  New  England  theology 
of  remaining  difficulties  on  the  side  of  human  responsibility. 
He  could  not  regard  the  prevailing  theology  as  consistent 
with  itself  or  as  successful  in  solving  the  problems  which  it 
professed  to  solve.* 

The  fundamental  question  was  that  of  liberty  and  necessity. 
There  must  be,  on  the  one  hand,  a  firm  foundation  for  the 
doctrine  of  decrees,  and  universal  providential  government, 
and  for  the  exercise  of  resignation,  submission,  and  confidence 
on  the  part  of  men  in  view  of  all  events ;  otherwise,  the  Cal- 
vinistic  system  is  given  up.  There  must  be,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  full  power  in  men  to  avoid  sin  and  perform  their  duty; 
otherwise,  the  foundation  of  accountability  is  gone,  and  the 
commands  and  entreaties  of  the  Bible  are  a  mockery. 

The  true  solution  of  the  problem,  in  Dr.  Taylor's  view,  is  in 
the  union  of  the  doctrine  of  the  previous  certainty  of  every 
act  of  the  will — ^a  certainty  given  by  its  antecedents,  coUec- 
tively  taken — with  the  power  of  contrary  choice.  Freedom  is 
exemption  from  something ;  it  is  exemption  from  the  constrain- 
ing operation  of  that  law  of  cause  and  effect  which  brings 
events  to  pass  in  the  material  world.  If  the  antecedents  of 
choice  produce  the  consequent  according  to  that  law,  without 
qualification,  there  is  no  liberty.  Yet  Dr.  Taylor  did  not  hold 
to  the  liberty  of  indifference  or  of  contingence,  which  bad  been 
charged  upon  the  Arminians,  and  had  been  denied  by  his  pre- 
decessors. He  held  to  a  connection  between  choice  and  its 
antecedents,  of  such  a  character  as  to  give  in  every  case  a  pre- 
vious certainty  that  the  formetwill  be  what  it  actually  is. 
The  ground,  or  reason  of  this  c^ainty  lies  in  the  constitution 
of  the  agent  and  the  motives  under  which  he  acts ;  that  is  to 


*  Bee  the  letter  of  Dr.  Taylor  to  Dr.  Beecher  (Jan.  14th,  1S19X  writfcen  be- 
fore ^Dr.  Taylor  beoame  Professor,  and  deecribing  what  was  needed  in  theology. — 
Life  of  Beecher,  L,  884. 
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say,  in  the  antecedents  taken  together.  The  infallible  connec- 
tion of  theee  with  the  oonseqnent,  the  divine  mind  perceives ; 
thongh  we  may  not  dogmatize  on  the  exact  mode  of  His  per- 
ception. The  precise  natnre  of  the  connection  between  the 
antecedents  and  conequent,  Dr.  Taylor  did  not  profess  to  ex- 
plain ;  bnt  he  held  that  the  same  antecedents  wiU  uniformly 
be  followed  by  the  same  consequent.  In  short,  he  asserted 
that  choice  is  a  phenomenon  swi  generis^  not  taking  place 
after  the  analogy  of  physical  events,  bnt  involving  the  power 
to  the  contrary.  There  is  another  species  of  causation,  another 
category  of  causes,  besides  that  with  which  we  are  made  ac- 
quainted in  the  realm  of  physical  phenomena.  There  are 
canses  which  do  not  necessitate  their  effect,  but  simply  and 
solely  give  the  certainty  of  it.  Now,  all  admit  that  every  event 
is  previously  certain.  It  is  a  true  proposition  that  what  is  to 
occur  to-morrow,  wiU  thus  occur.  No  matter,  then,  what  may 
he  the  ground  of  this  certainty ;  as  long  as  the  events  in  ques- 
tion are  not  necessitated,  there  is  no  interference  with  moral 
liberty. 

Aagustinians  and  Calvinists,  except  the  supra-lapsarians, 
had  admitted  the  power  of  contrary  choice  in  the  case  of  the 
first  sin,  as  'well  as  in  the  case  of  the  previous  moral  actions  of 
Adam.*  They  erred,  according  to  Dr.  Tsfylor,  in  assuming 
that  this  power  was  lost,  and  that  the  continuance  of  it  is  in- 
compatible with  the  actual  permanence  of  character.  Bather, 
as  he  believed,  is  this  power  involved  in  the  consciousness  of 
freedom,  and  recognized  as  real  in  the  Scriptures,  as  well  as  by 
the  common  sense  of  mankind. 

The  leading  principles  of  Dr.  Taylor's  system  may  now  be 
stated  in  an  intelligible  manner. 

*  It  18  plain  that  An^^tiniaaB  are  cut  off  from  the  uae  of  three  very  common 
argomente  against  Dr.  Taylor.  The  first  ia  that  the  snppoeition  of  a  power  of 
eoDtrary  choice  admits  the  possibility  of  an  'event  without  a  cause.  But  they 
theauelvee  make  this  supposition  in  the  case  of  Adam.  The  second  is  that  a 
cboice,  in  ease  there  ia  a  power  to  the  contrary,  cannot  be  foreseen.  The  third 
is  that  the  snppoeition  of  such  a  power  would  make  holinees  self-originated,  or 
the  product  of  creaturely  activity.  But  is  not  this  inference  equally  necessary 
in  the  case  of  Adam  ? 

It  will  be  understood  that  we  are  not  engaged  in  expounding  views  of  our  own, 
hat  in  explaining  those  of  Dr.  Taylor. 
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1.  All  sin  is  the  voluntary  action  of  the  sinner,  in  dis- 
obedience to  a  known  law.  The  doctrine  of  a  "  physical,"  or 
hereditary,  sin,  which  had  lingered  in  the  New  England  the- 
ology, though  inconsistent  with  itd  principles,  and  was  defend- 
ed by  Dr.  Woods  and  Dr.  Tyler,  was  discarded  by  Dr.  Taylor. 
In  his  doctrine  of  the  voluntariness  of  al!  moral  action,  he 
agreed  with  the  Hopkinsians.  This,  in  trath,  is  the  ancient, 
orthodox  opinion,  coming  down  from  the  days  of  Augus- 
tine. On  tiiis  point  we  shall  speak  in  another  part  of  this 
Article. 

2.  Sin,  however,  is  a  permanent  principle,  or  state  of  the 
will,  a  governing  purpose,  underlying  all  subordinate  volitions 
and  acts.  Stated  in  theological  language,  it  is  the  elective 
preference  of  the  world  to  God,  as  the  soul's  chief  good.  It 
may  be  resolved  into  selfishness.  An  avaricious  man  makes 
money  the  object  of  his  abiding  preference.  /  He  acts  perpetu- 
ally "under  the  influence  of  this  active,  voluntary,  continuous, 
principle.  He  lays  plans,  undertakes  enterprises,  encounters 
hazard  and  toil,  under  its  silent  dictation.  A  like  thing  is 
true  of  an  ambitious  man,  a  voluptuary,  and  of  every  other 
sinner.  Each  shapes  his  conduct  in  conformity  with  the  dic- 
tates of  an  immanent,  deep-lying,  yet  voluntary  or  elective 
preference — choice — of  some  form  of  earthly  good.  In  its 
generic  form,  sin  is  supreme  love  to  the  world,  or  the  prefer- 
ence of  the  world  to  God.  It  is  a  single  prihciple,  however 
varied  its  expressions,  and  is  totally  evil.  It  is  the  "  evil  trea- 
sure of  the  heart."  It  excludes  moral  excellence,  since  no  man 
can  serve  two  masters. 

This  profound  conception  of  the  nature  of  character  is  in  its 
spirit  Augustinian.  Dr.  Taylor  held  that  character  is  simple 
in  its  -essence.  It  is  a  principle,  seated  in  the  will,  existing 
and  continuing,  by  the  will's  consent,  knowingly  cherished, 
yet  a  fountain  of  action  so  deep  that  it  rarely  comes  into  the 
foreground  of  consciousness.  Only  in  an  hour  of  earnest  re- 
flection, is  a  man's  attention  turned  back  to  this  governing 
purpose  of  his  life. 

We  regard  this  feature  of  Dr.  Taylor's  system  as  an  im- 
portant contribution  to  theological  science.  That ''  disposition," 
"  propensity,"  '*  inclination,"  which  had  so  puzzled  his  pre- 
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decessorain  New  England,  be  defined  accurately,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conceptions  of  moral  agency  which  they  had 
themselves  laid  down. 

3.  Though  sin  belongs  to  the  individual  and  consists  in 
einning,  yet  the  fact  that  every  man  sins  from  the  beginning 
of  responsible  agency  is  in  consequence  of  the  sin  of  Adam. 
It  is  certain  that  every  man  will  sin  from  the  moment  when  he 
is  cf^pable  of  moral  action,  and  will  continue  to  be  sinful,  un- 
til he  is  regenerated ;  and  this  certainty,  which  is  absolute 
though  it  is  no  necessity  and  co-exists  with  power  to  the  x 
opposite  action,  is  somehow  due  to  Adam's  sin.  In  this  sense, 
Adam  was  placed  on  trial  for  the  whole  human  race.*  On 
the  relation  of  the  sinfulness  of  men  to  the  sin  of  Adam,  Dr. 
Taylor  agreed  with  the  New  England  divines  generally  after 
the  first  Edwards.  As  to  when  responsible  agency,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  begins.  Dr.  Taylor  did  not  profess  to  state.  He 
was  not  concerned  to  combat  the  doctrine  of  a  sin  from  birth, 
though  he  did  not  hold  it :  if  sin  was  correctly  defined  and  the 
right  doctrine  as  to  the  conditions  of  responsibility  was  held 
fast,  he^was  satisfied. 

There  is  in  men,  according  to  Dr.  Taylor,  a  bias,  or  tendency, 
--sometimes  called  a  propensity,  or  disposition — to  sin ;  but 
this  is  not  iUdf  sinful ;  it  is  the  cause  or  occasion  of  sin.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  conceived  of  as  a  separate  desire  of  the  soul,  having 
respect  to  sin  as  an  object.  Such  a  propensity  as  this  does 
not  exist  in  human  nature.  But  this  bias  results  from  the  con- 
dition of  our  propensities  to  natural  good,  as  related  to  the 
higher  powers  of  the  soul  and  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed.  As  a  consequence  of  this  tendency  or  bias, 
there  is  a  sinful  disposition,  or  the  wrong  governing  purpose 
before  described,  which  is  the  cause  of  all  other  sins,  itself  ex- 
eepted-t 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  men  are  sinners  by  nature,  since,  in 
all  the  appropriate  circumstances  of  their  being,  they  sin  frotn 
the  first.  If  a  change  of  circumstances,  as  by  transferring 
them  from  one  place  on  the  earth  to  another,  or  from  one  set 
of  cironmstanoes  to  a  more  favorable  one,  would  alter  the  fact 

•  BmwOed  Theoiogy,  p.  859.    .  f  Ibid.,  p.  194. 
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and  render  them,  or  any  of  them,  holy  from  the  start,  then 
their  Bin  might  properly  be  attributed  to  circumstances  and 
not  to  nature.  Ilie  certainty  of  their  sin  as  soon  as  they  are 
capable  of  sinning  is  the  consequence  of  two  factors,  the  con- 
stittition  and  condition  of  the  soul  (subjective),  and  the  situa- 
tion (objective).  These  together  coustitute  nature  .in  the 
statement,  ^'  we  are  sinners  by  nature." 

4.  Man  is  the  proximate  efficient  cause  of  all  his  voluntary 
states  and  actions.    The  Hopkinsian  theory  of  divine  efficiency 

.  is  rejected.  No  man  is  necessitated  to  choose  as  he  does. ' 
There  is  ever  a  power  to  the  contrary.  A  sinner  can  cease  to 
love  the  world  supremely  and  choose  Ood  for  his  portion.  He 
not  only  can  if  he  will ;  but  Dr.  Taylor  uttered  his  protest 
against  what  he  considered  a  necessitarian  evasion,  by  affirming 
that  '^  he  can  if  he  vxyrCtP  He  did  not  admit  that  the  possible 
meanings  of  the  question,  Can  a  man  choose  otherwise  than 
he  does,  are  exhausted  in  the  senseless  tautology  and  the  in- 
finite series,  into  one  or  the  other  of  which  Edwards  and  his 
followers  insisted  on  resoivjing  it  He  did  not  admit  that  a 
man  could  properly  be  called  free  and  responsible,  merely  be- 
cause he  wills  to  sin,  provided  it  is  assumed  that  his  will  is 
determined  in  its  action  by  laws  like  those  which  govern  the 
association  of  ideas,  or  by  a  positive  exertion  of  divine 
efficiency. 

5.  Inseparable  from  the  foregoing  assertion  of  a  power  to 
the  contrary  choice,  however,  is  the  doctrine  of  a  moral  in- 
ability on  ^e  part  of  the  sinner  to  repent  and  convert  him- 
self. He  can,  but  it  is  certain  he  wJl  not  His  repentance 
without  the  help  of  the  Spirit  is  therefore  just  as  hopeless  as 
if  it  were  completely  out  of  his  power.  To  expect  him  to 
repent  by  his  own  unaided  powers  is  not  less  vain,  and  sofcur 
not  leds  irrational,  than  if  he  were  destitute  of  these  powers. 
"  Certainty  with  power  to  the  contrary  "  is  a  condensed  state- 
ment of  the  truth  on  both  sides,  llius  the  sinner  is  both 
responsible  and  dependent — ^perfectly  responsible,  yet  absolute- 
ly dependent.  It  is  just  to  require  him  to  repent ;  it  is  just  to 
punish  his  impenitence ;  yet  his  only  hope  is  in  the  merciful 
and  gracious  help  of  GK>d. 
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6.  Natural  ability  being  a  real  power  and  not  an  incapable 
facaltj,  there  mnBt  be  something  in  a  sinner's  mind  to  which 
right  motives  can  appeal — some  point  of  attachment  for  the 
influences. of  the  law  and  the  Gospel.  Hence,  the  importance 
of  the  distinction  between  the  sensibility  and  will,  or  of  the 
threefold  classification  of  mental  powers,  which  Dr.  Taylor 
was  among  the  first  to  introduce.  The  writers  before  him  had 
commonly  followed  the  old  division  of  the  mind  into  under- 
Btanding  and  will.  By  failing  to  distinguish  carefully  the  in- 
voluntary part  of  our  nature  from  the  will  proper — the  elective 
faculty — they  had  often  fallen  into  a  confusing  ambiguity. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  the  doctrine  of  divine  efficiency,  or  ot 
a  creation  of  sinful  as  well  as  holy  volitions,  would  have  come 
in,  if  the  threefold  classification  had  been  sharply  made.  Such 
terms  as  inclination,  disposition,  propensity,  are  used  now  of  a 
choice  and  now  of  an  impulse  or  tendency  anterior  to  choice. 
But  a  sinful  man  can  be  made  to  feel  the  force  of  truth,  and 
this,  too,  without  supposing  him  to  be  thereby  in  any  degree 
holy ;  for  there  is  a  neutral  part  of  his  nature  which  truth  can 
move.  Hence,  too,  when  he  is  commanded  in  the  Bibld  to 
consider  his  ways,  he  does  not  of  necessity  sin  in  doing  so. 
This  neutral  part  is  the  region  of  the  sensibilities.* 

What  is  the  particular  feeling  which  may  thus  be  addressed? 
According  to  Dr.  Taylor,  it  is  the  love  of  happiness,  or  self- 
love. 

We  are  thus  brought  to  the  consideration  of  what  has  been 
deemed  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  features  in  his  system, — 
^  the  self-love  theory."  It  has  been  so  often  misunderstood 
that  we  shall  give  some  space  to  explaining  it. 

Dr.  Taylor  never  held  Uiat  love  to  God,  or  benevolence,  or 
moral  excellence,  however  it  may  be  designated,  is  a  subordi- 
nate or  executive  volition  dictated  by  the  predominant  choice 
of  one's  own  happiness.  He  never  held  that  a  man  \%Ji/r8t  to 
choose  hiB  own  highest  happiness,  and  then  choose  the  highest 
happiness  of  the  universe  subordinately. 


*  The  ezisteiioe  of  a  neatral  part  of  oor  nature,  to  which  motives  can  appeal, 
ifl  admitted  by  opponeots  of  Dr.  Taylor,  in  the  case  of  holy  Adam;  See  Dr. 
Hodge,  (hulmn  of  2%0oloffp,  p.  287. 
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In  the  first  place,  Dr.  Taylor  believed,  with  a  great  company 
of  philofiophers,  from  Aristotle  to  the  present  time,  that  the 
involuntary  love  or  desire  pf  personal  happiness  is  the  sub- 
jective, psychological  spring  of  all  choices.*     Says  Locke  :— 

"  That  whioh  in  the  train  of  onr  Yolnntary  actions  determinae  the  will  to  any 
change  of  operation,  is  some  present  uneasiness ;  which  Ib,  or  at  least  is  always 
aocompaliied  with  tliat  of  desire.  -  Desire  is  always  moved  by  evil,  to  fly  it; 
becaose  a  total  freedom  from  pain  always  makes  a  necessary  part  of  onr  happi- 
ness ;  bnt  every  good,  nay,  every  greater  good,  does  not  constuntly  move  desire, 
because  it  may  not  make,  or  may  not  be  taken  to  make,  any  necessary  part  of 
our  happiness;  for  all  that  we  deore  is  only  to  be  happy."  "  All  other  good, 
however  great  in  reality  or  appearance,  excites  not  a  man's  desires,  who  looks 
not  on  it  to  make  a  part  of  that  happiness  wherewith  he,  in  his  present  thoughts, 
can  satisfy  himsell  Happiness  under  this  view,  every  one  constantly  punues, 
and  desires  what  makes'any  part  of  it :  other  things  acknowledged  to  be  good, 
he  can  look  upon  without  desire,  pass  by,  and  be  content  without." 

He  develops  and  defends  this  view  at  length,  in  his  chapter 
on  ''  Power,"  from^  which  the  preceding  passages  are  quoted. 
President  £dwards  adopts  the  doctrine  that  the  '^  will  is  as 
the  greatest  apparent  good."  ''Whatever  is  perceived  or 
apprehended  by  an  intelligent  and  voluntary  agent,  which  has 
the  nature  and  influence  of  a  motive  to  volition  or  choice,  is 
considered  or  perceived  as  good  ;  nor  has  it  any  tendency  to 
engage  the  election  of  the  soul  in  any  further  d^ree  than  it 
appears  such."  "  To  appear  good  to  the  mind,  as  I  vuse  the 
phrase,  is  the  same  as  to  appea/r  dgreeahle^  or  seem  j}le€uing  to 
the  mind."  Explicitly  and  many  times,  in  connection  with 
these  passages,  he  uses  "  pleasure,"  "  enjoyment,"  happiness," 
as  synonyms  of  "  good."t    Even  Bishop  Butler  says : — 

*  Says  Augustine :  '*  omnes  ist»  et  aliss  tales  voluntates  suoa  proprios  fuies 
habent,  qui  referuntur  ad  finem  lllius  voluntatis  qua  volumus  beate  vivere,  et  ad 
earn  pervenire  vltam  qu«  non  referitor  ad  aliud,  sed  amanti  per  se  ipsam 
sufficiat."  De  Trio.  xi.  6.  See  also,  De  lib.  Arbit.  I.  xiu.  (Con£  X.  zzi)  etc 
It  is  the  scholastic  nuudm,  "  quidqnid  appetltur,  appetltur  snb  speoie  boni."  Bat 
the  doctrine  is  older  than  Augustine.  It  is  the  groundwork  of  Aristotle's 
Ethical  discussion.  See  Nic.  Eth.  I.  viu,  and  the  whole  first  Book  of  this  treatiie. 
Calvin  caUs  it  the  common  doctrine  of  philosophers,  to  which  he  gives  hifl 
assent.    Inst.  II.  il  26. 

f^  **  In  some  sense,  the  most  benevolent,  generous  person  in  the  world,  seeks  bis 
Ofptt  happiness  in  doing  good  to  others ;  because  he  places  his  happiness  in  their 
good.*'  Edwards's  '*  God's  Chief  End  in  CreaUon/*  (UL  88.)  He  expounds  this 
view  more  fuUj  and  emphatically  in  his  Ckariiy  and  iU  /Vvtte,  pp.  282,  S88. 

"There  are  two  kinds  of  original  good;   eigoyment  and  deliverance  froa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Theology  of  Dr.  JT.  W.  Taylor.  313 

**  Eyeiy  particular  affection,  e?en  the  love  of  our  ifnghbor,  ie  ae  really  our 
owD  affection  as  self-love ;  and  the  pleasure  arising  from  its  gratification  is  as 
nmeh  my  own  pleasure,  as  the  pleasure  self-love  would  have  from  knowing  I  ^ 
myself  should  be  happy  some  time  hence,  would  be  my  own  pleasure.  And  if, 
becsoM  every  particular  affection  is  a  man's  own,  and  the  pleasure  arising  from 
its  gratificatioo  his  own  pleasure,  or  pleasure  to  himself,  such  particular  affection 
most  be  called  self-love;  according  to  this  way  of  speaking,  no  creature  can 
possibly  act  but  merely  from  self-love ;  and  every  action  and  every  affeetlon 
whatever  is  to  be  resolved  up  into  this  oae  principle/'  "  All  particular  affections, 
resentment,  benevolence,  love  of  arts,  equally  lead  to  a  course  of  action  for  their 
own  gratifioation,  i.  s,  the  gratification  of  ourselves;  and  the  gratification  of  each 
gives  delight  So  far  then  it  is  manifest  thay  have  all  the  same  respect  to 
private  interept*' 

In  claiming  that  choice  nniversally  proceeds  from  a  constita- 
tional  love  of  happiness,  Dr.  Taylor  considered  himself  in 
agreement  with  writers  on  mental  science  generally,  and  he 
n^arded  the  ontcry  against  him  on  account  of  this  doctrine 
as  mostly  the  offspring  of  ignorance. 

Dr.  Taylor  held  that  the  object  of  choice  is  either  happiness 
of  some  kind  or  degree,  or  the  means  of  happiness.  In  the 
language  of  President  Edwards,  "  volition  itself  is  always  de- 
termined by  that  in  or  about  the  mind's  view  of  the  object, 
which  cmtees  it  to  appear  most  agreeable."  Bnt  a  broad  dis- 
tinction is  to  be  made  between  the  direct  and  the  indirect 
means  of  happiness.  That  which  is  chosen  as  the  direct 
means  of  happiness  to  the  subject  of  the  clioice,  is  chosen  for 
its  own  sake.  If  I  love  knowledge  and  pursue  it,  in  order  to 
gain  money  or  distinction,  I  do  nut  love  knowledge  for  its  own 
sake ;  that  is,  I  am  after  the  happiness  derived  from  wealth  or 
fame,  and  not  after  the  happiness  directly  imparted  by  know- 
ledge and  by  the  pursuit  of  it  I  love  knowledge  for  its  own 
sake,  when  it  yields  me  delight  immediately  and  independent- 
ly of  any  relation  of  it  to  an  ulterior  end. 

Universal  happiness  or  the  highest  happiness  of  the  universe 

•offering ;  or  as  the  case  may  be,  from  the  danger  of  suffering.  These  two  are 
the  only  objects  of  desire  to  percipient  beings ;  and  to  intelligent  beings,  as  truly' 
as  any  others.  When  virtue  itself  is  desired,  it  is  desired  only  for  the  enjoy- 
ment it  famishes.  Were  there  no  such  things  in  the  universe  there  would  be  no 
such  thing  as  desire ;  and  consequently  no  such  thing  as  volition,  or  action." 
**  A  moral  governmeot  is  entirely  founded  on  motives.  All  motives  are  included 
in  the  two  kinds  of  good,  mentioned  above."    Dwight,  Serm.  bcxx.  (Ill  166.) 
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is  one  mode  of  stating  the  object  of  a  holy  or  benevolent 
choice.  Now  the  highest  happiness  of  every  individual  is 
indissolnblj  linked  with  the  choice  of  this  object  and  the 
pursuit  of  it  as  the  chief  end  of  living.  That  is  to  say,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  choice  there  is  a  joy  superior  to  that  derived 
from  anything  else.  From  the  object  itself  and  the  choice  of 
it,  as  an  immanent,  voluntary  preference,  comes  the  highest 
happiness  of  which  the  soul  is  capable.  Benevolence  ^  the 
choice  of  the  highest  good  of  the  universe,  in  preference  to 
everything  that  can  come  into  competition  with  it.  But  one^s 
own  highest  happiness  can  never  thus  come  into  competition 
with  it.  Eather  are  the  two,— one's  own  highest  happiness 
and  that  of  the  universe, — in  the  nature  of  things  inseparably 
connected.  So  tliat  in  the  choice  of  the  highest  good  of  the 
whole,  the  choice  of  one's  own  highest  happiness  is  blended. 
Virtuous  self-love  and  virtuous  benevolence  denote  one  and 
the  same  complex  state ;  and  one  or  the  other  term  is  employed, 
as  the  speaker  has  in  vieW  one  or  the  other  of  its  relations, 
viz.,  to  one's  own  highest  happiness  as  depending  on  the 
highest  happiness  of  the  universe,  or  to  the  highest  happiness 
of  the  universe  as  producing  his  own  highest  happiness. 

We  are  pot  vindicating  Dr.  Taylor's  position,  we  are  simply 
explaining  it ;  and  without  doubt  a  great  part  of  the  reproach 
heaped  on  him  for  his  theory  on  this  subject  is  due  to  the  mis- 
taken supposition  that  he  considered  benevolence,  or  love  to 
God,  a  subordinate  ohoice.* 

We  may  add  that  Dr.  Taylor's  unfortunate  choice  of  the 
term  ^^  self-love,"  as  an  expression  of  his  doctrine,  was  partly 
owing  to  a  like  use  of  this  term  in  Dngald  Stewart's  Active  and 
'Moral  Powers. .  Hopkins's  doctrine  of  Disinterested  Benevo- 
lence, also,  had  led  Dwight  and  other  Anti-Uopkiusians  to 
distinguish  between  tminterested  and  dimUerestedj  and  to  call 
the  innocent  love  of  happiness  self-lovSj  in  distinction  from 
selfishness.         / 


*  It  is  needleaa  to  add  that  Dr.  Taylor  considered  the  moral  exoeUence  of 
▼irtue — or  the  fnrlMau9nM»  of  BeneTolence — to  oonaist  in  its  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  highest  happiness  of  the  nniverse.  In  this  he  agreed  with  the  younger 
Edwards,  (U.,  641,)  and  with  Dwight,  (Serm.  xciz.,  m.,  489.) 
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It  may  serve  to  illoBtrate  the  comparative  impunity  from 
theological  odiam  which  is  enjoyed  by  writers  on  philosophy, 
if  we  call  attention  to  the  doctrine,  on  the  topic  before  ns,  con- 
tained in  the  recent  able  work  on  Moral  Science  by  President 
Hopkins,  of  Williams  College.  This  doctrine  is  the  same  as 
that  of  Dr.  Taylor.  Dr.  Hopkins  holds  that  the  desire  of  hap- 
piness has  the  same  relation  to  the  other  desires  as  *'  that  of 
coDscioasness  to  the  several  specific  faculties  of  cognition." 

"In  this  way  it  is  that  a  desire  of  good  so  ten  ioto  every  specific  form  of  de- 
sire, snd  that,  as  consdoasness  is  the  geoeric  form  of  oognitioa,  so  the  desire  of 
food  or  of  happiness  is  the  generic  form  of  all  the  desires.*^  '*  A  third  pecnli- 
trity  of  moral  good  is  that  in  seeking  it  for  onrseWes  we  necessarily  promote  the 
good  of  oihers.*^  *'  B/some  it  has  been  held  that  all  virtue^ has  its  origin  in  a 
regard  to  the  good  of  othera  The  trae  system  is  found  in  the  coincidence  of  the 
two;  and  that  becomes  possible  €mly  from  the  peculiarity  of  moral  good  now 
mentioned."!  '*It  has  already  been  seen  to  be  the  characteristic  of  a  rational 
being  to  act  with  reference  to  an  end.  Bot  an  end  can  be  sought  rationally  only 
as  there  is  in  it  an  apprehended  good.^t  But  what  is  meant  by  a  goodi  **  As 
there  is,  then,  no  g^ood  without  cooseiousness,  which'  involves  activity,  it  would 
seem  that  the  good  must  be  found  in  the  activity  itself,  or  in  its  results. 

Bnt  activity  hi  itself  cannot  be  a  good.  If  it  had  no  results,  it  would  be  good 
for  nothing,  and  those  results  may  be  evil  and  wretchedneos,  sff  well  as 
blessing. 

We  turn  then,  in  this  search,  to  the  results,  in  oonsdonsness,  of  activity.  We 
are  so  constituted  that  any  form  of  normal  activity,  physical  or  mentaj,  produces 
satisfiMtion,  enjoyment,  blessedness,  according  to  the  faculties  that  act  Of  these 
the  conception  is  simple  and  indefinable,  except  by  synonymous  terms."  '*  We 
say  then  that  in  the  satisfiMtion  attached  by  Ood  to  the  normal  activity  of  our 
povers,  we  find  a  goodt  an  end  that  is  wholly  for  its  own  sake.  We  say,  too, 
that  it  is  only  in  and  from  such  activity  that  we  can  have  the  notion  of  any  satis- 
isetbn,  enjoyment,  blessedness,  either  for  ourselves  or  others;  and  that  that 
fonn  and  proportion  of  activity  which  would  result  in  our  perfect  blessedneps 
would  be  right**  § 

This  doctrine  is  identical  with  that  of  Dr.  Taylor.  This 
agreement  does  not  extend  to  all  points  in  the  ethical  theory 
of  the  latter ;  bnt  on  "  self-love  "  and  its  relation  to  benevolence 
and  selfishness,  there  is  a  perfect  agreement. 

We  may  add  that  on  the  nature  of  moral  agency,  President 
.Hopkins  expresses  himself  in  entire  harmony  with  the  familiar 
principles  of  Dr.  Taylor.    The  former  says : 

*  P.  96.  t  P>  1^*  t  P*  10^« 

8  Pp.  61,  62.     Bee,  also»  pp.  181,  190, 191. 
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"  Man  is  responsible  for  his  preferences,  his  choices,  the  acts  of  his  will  gener- 
ally,— for  these  and  their  results,— and  for  nothing  else.**  Responsibility  cannot 
attach  to  spontaneous  affections,  bat  only  to  the  choice  of  an  end.  '*  There  is  a 
broad  distinction  between  what  is  called,  sometimes  an  immanent  preference^ 
sometimes  a  governing  purpose,  sometimes  an  ultimate  intention,  and  those  to- 
litions  which  are  merely  executive,  and  prescribe  specific  acts  under  such  a  pui^ 
pose."  *  "  Character  is  as  the  goTerning  preference  or  purpose — it  consists  in  sn 
original  and  thorough  determination  by  a  man  of  himself  with  reference  to  some 
end  chosen  by  himself  as  supreme. **!  **  The  choice  of  a  supreme  end  is  generia 
It  is  made  once,  in  a  sense  only  once.  In  a  sense,  too,  it  is  mad^  always,  con- 
stantly repeated,  since  it  is  only  under  this  that  other  choices  are  made.  It  is 
like  the  light  of  consciousness,  and  would  naturally  be  the  last  thing  invesU- 
gated.  Indeed,  as  consciousness  is  the  generic  form  of  intelligence,  and  the  de- 
sire of  happiness  that  of  the  desires,  and  love  that  of  affections,  so  the  choice  of 
a  supreme  end  is  the  generic  form  of  volition.  It  enters  into  all  others ;  they  are 
made  in  its  light  and  partake  of  its  character.''  % 

These  are  familiar  propositions  in  Dr.  Taylor's  system.  In 
pointing  out  this  coincidence,  however,  we  do  not  mean  to  de- 
tract .in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Hop- 
kins as  a  fresh  and  independent  thinker. 

7.  The  exposition  of  Dr.  Taylor's  conception  of  the  elements 
of  moral  agency  renders  it  easy  to  set  forth  his  view  of  Regen- 
eration. The  author  of  Regeneration  is  tjie  Holy  Spirit.  The 
change  that  takes  place  in  the  soul  is  due  to  His  inflaence  so 
exerted  as  to  effect  that  change  in  the  sense  of  rendering  it  in- 
fallibly certain.  It  is  a  change  of  character.  It  is  the  pro- 
duction of  love  to  God  as  the  supreme  object  of  choice,  in  the 
room  of  love  to  the  world.  But  the  change  takes  place  within 
the  soul ;  and  it  is  the  man  himself  who  repents  and  believes, 
and  chooses  God  for  his  portion.  Hence,  it  takes  place  in  the 
use  of  his  natural  powers,  and  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  mind.  As  a  psychological  change,  it  can  be  analyzed  and 
described.  To  do  this  was  a  part  of  Dr.  Taylor's  design  in  his 
noted  Review  of  Spring  on  the  Means  of  Regeneration.  §  He 
held  that  the  attention  of  a  siimer  might  be  excited  and 
directed  to  his  duty,  that  the  motives  of  the  Gospel  appeal  to 
the  instinctive  desire  of  happiness,  which  underlies  all  choos- 
ing, that  impelled  by  this  movement  of  a  part  of  his  natnre 
which  is  neither  holy  or  sinful,  but  simply  constitutional,  a 

•  P.  1*70.  t  Pp.  Ifi8,  169.  X  p.  218. 

§  Ckrulian  Bpectatofs  1829. 
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Binner  could  Buspend  the  choice  of  the  world  as  his  chief  good, 
which  forms  the  essence  of  sinfnl  character,  and  could  give  his 
heart  to  Ood.  Dr.  Taylor  thus  draws  out  analytically  the 
steps  of  a  mental  change,  giving  them  in  the  order  of  nature 
rather  than  that  of  chronological  succession.  Kow  a  sinner  is 
naturally  able  to  make  this  revolution  in  the  ruling  principle 
of  his  life.  There  is  adequate  ))Ower,  and  there  is  no  absurdity 
in  supposing  that  power  exerted.  But  there  is  a  moral  ina- 
bility, which  constitutes  practically  an  insuperable  obsta<;le ; 
and  this  is  overcome  only  by  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  who 
moves  upon  the  powers  of  the  soul,  and  induces,  without  co- 
ercing, them  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Qospel. 

8.  Dr.  Taylor's  doctrine  on  the  relation  of  the  introduction 
of  sin  and  its  continuance  to  the  divine  administration,  accords 
with  the  general  spirit  of  his  theology.  Theologians  from  Cal- 
vin to  Bellamy  had  discussed  the  question  as  if  there  were 
only  this  alternative,  the  existence  of  sin  or  the  prevention  of 
it  by  the  power  of  Ood.  Holding  that  God  was  able  to  ex- 
clude sin  from  the  system,  and  knowing  that  he  has  not  done 
Bo,  they  proceeded  to  the  inference  that  the  system  is  better  for 
having  sin  in  it — that  the  existence  of  sin,  wherever  it  is 
fonnd|  is  better,  all  things  considered,  than  its  non-existence 
would  be — that  sin  is  the  necessary  means  of  the  greatest 
good. 

In  the  first  place.  Dr.  Taylor  held  that  we  are  not  shut  up 
to  the  alternative  just  stated.  There  is  a  third  way  in  which 
Bin  might  have  been  prevented,  and  that  is  by  the  free  act  of 
the  beings  who  commit  it.  To  say  that  it  was  better  for  them 
to  commit  than  to  avoid  sin,  is,  in  Dr.  Taylor's  judgment,  an 
unwarranted  and  false  proposition'.  To  say  that  it  is  better  for 
them  to  be  permitted  to  sin,  as  they  do,  rather  than  for  them 
to  be  prevented  from  sinning  by  such  a  positive  exertion  of 
divine  powei^  as  would  be  requisite  to  effect  this  result,  is  an- 
other and  quite  a  different  proposition,  which  carries  with  it 
no  dangerous  consequences.  It  is  not  true,  then,  that  sin  is 
ever  better  than  holiness  in  its  stead  would  be,  or  that  sin,  all 
things  considered,  is  a  good  thing.  But  it  may  be  true  that  the 
non-prevention  of  sin  by  the  act  of  God  is  in  certain  cases  bet- 
ter tlian  its  forcible  prevention  by  his  act. 
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It  is  a  question  as  old  as  philosophy,  Why  did  not  God  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  moral  evil  ?  Hume  revived  the  argu- 
ment of  Epicurus :  Either  God  can  prevent  it  and  will'not,  in 
which  case  he  is  not  omnipotent ;  or  he  will  and  cannot,  in 
which  case  he  is  not  benevolent;  or  he  neither  can  nor  will,  in 
which  case  he  is  neither  omnipotent  nor  benevolent.  The  New 
England  theologians  and  other  Calvinistic  theologians  had  as- 
sumed that  He  can  prevent  sin,  and  had  sought  to  vindicate  his 
benevolence  by  assuming  that  it  is  good  that  evil  exists.  Dr. 
Taylor  took  up  the  question  in  answering  skeptical  objections 
to  the  benevolence  of  the  Creator.  The  ground  that  he  took 
in  reply  was  this,  that  it  may  be  impossible  for  sin  to  be  excla- 
^ded  by  the  act  of  God  from  the  best  possible  system.  He  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  his  purpose,  which  was  to  ward  off  an 
objection,  to  affirm  that  it  i^thns  impossible;  but  he  modestly 
said  that  it  may  he.  He  did  not  say  that  it  may  be  that  God 
cannot  exclude  sin  from  every  moral  system,  but  only  from  the 
best, — from  that  which  will  secure  the  largest  amount  of  good 
on  the  whole.  He  did  not  say  that  it  may  be  impossible  for 
Sid  to  be  excluded  from  such  a  system ;  for  he  held  that  free 
agents  might  exclude  it  by  abstaining  from  sin.  He  only  said 
that  for  aught  that  can  be  shown,  it  may  be  inconsistent  with 
the  nature  of  things  for  God  by  his  intervention  to  exclude 
sin  from  that  system  which  of  all  possible  systems  is  the  most 
eligible  for  /the  good  that  it  will  secure.  The  system  would  be 
better  without  sin,  if  this  result  were  secured  by  the  free  action 
of  the  creatures  comprising  it,  with  no  other  alteration  of  its 
characteristics.  It  might  not  be  so  good,  if  the  same  result 
were  reached  by  divine  intervention.  We  are  too  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  relations  of  divine  power  to  free  agency  to 
declare  confidently  to  what  extent  the  exertion  of  such  power 
is  beneficial,  when  the  universal  system  is  taken  into  view.  It 
is  wiser  and  more  modest  to  judge  of  what  is  best  by  what  we 
actually  see  done. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  warmly  censured  for  abridging  the  divine 
power ;  and  this  by  theologians  who  affirmed  that  sin  is  the 
necessary  means  of  the  greatest  good ;  that  is,  that  the  Divine 
being  is  shut  up  to  this  means  of  attaining  thQ  ends  of  His  be- 
nevolence 1 
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The  Btndent  of  philosophy  will  be  at  once  reminded  of  the 
theodicy  of  Leibnitz.  This  great  writer  advocates  a  scheme 
of  optimism;  Ont  of  all  ideal  systems  present  to  the  omni- 
scient mind  of  God,  He  chooses  the  best  possible ;  that  is,  the 
best  that  can  be  realized  by  Him,  consistently  with  the  nature 
of  things.  This  theory,  as  Leibnitz  abundantly  shows,  involves 
DO  limitation  of  Ood's  power.*  Sin  is  not  chosen  by  Him  as 
an  end  or  a  direct  means  to  an  end,  bat  as  a  conditio  dine  qua 
nan  of  the  best  system.  Interference  of  God  to  ]^revent  sin 
would  derange  the  system,  and  thus  produce  more  evil  than 
good.  He  can  thus  interfere,  but  not  wisely  or  benevolently  ; 
and  power  in  God  is  never  dissociated  from  wisdom  and  be- 
nevolence. So  far,  there  is  accord  between  the  system  of  Dr. 
Taylor  and  that  of  Leibnitz.  But  we  have  not  found  in  Leib- 
nitz any  consideration  of  the  hypothesis  of  sin  being  excluded 
from  the  existing  system  by  the  free  choice  of  the  creature^  nor 
any  discussion  of  the  question  whether,  supposing  this  hypoth- 
esis realized,  the  system  would  not  be  better  for  the  change. 
And  in  assigning  the  reasons  why  divine  interference  to  exclude 
sin  would  be  unwise,  Leibnitz  mingles  two  very  diverse 
grounds.  He  connects  the  possibility  of  sin  with  the  large 
Bpiritual  endowments  of  mond  creatures;  but  he  also  speaks 
of  sin  as  affording  a  beneficial  contrast  with  virtue,  and  thus 
indirectly  contributing  to  the  beauty  and  harmony  of  the 
whole  system.  He  compares  -moral  evil  in  the  system  to  the 
shading  in  a  picture,  which  is  essential  to  its  proper  effect  and 
highest  "beauty.  This  is  the  old  principle  of  the  need  of 
variety,  to  which  the  schoolmen  appealed.  In  passages,  he 
even  verges  on  the  theory  of  the  necee&ity  of  sin,  as  well  as  of 
its  possibility,  in  consequence  of  the  metaphysical  imperfec- 
tion, or  finite  constitution  of  the  beings  who  fall  into  sin.  But 
this  last  doctritie  is  at  war  with  his  prevailing  view.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  the  New  Haven  divines  carried  the  gen- 
eral theory  on  which  the  masterly  work  of  Leibnitz  is  con- 

*  ^  Adsentior  principio  Baelii,  quod  etiam  meum  eet,  omne,  qood  contradic- 
laoneiD  noA  Imptieat,  esse  poesibile.**  824.  He  says  that  his  theory  no  more 
abridges  the  dWine  power  than  does  the  assertion  that  God  cannot  draw  a  sboater 
than  a  straight  line  between  two  points.  Among  namerous  passages  to  the  same 
effect,  see  180, 168, 166,  216,  (ed.  Dntens.) 
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structed,  a  single  step,  but  a  very  important  step,  beyond  him. 
Their  discDssions,  however,  were  not  at  all  connected  with  his 
speculations,  but  were  a  growth  upon  the  preceding  New  Eng- 
land discussions  of  the  same  high  themes.* 

9.  Dr.  Taylor's  conception  of  election  is  conformed  to  his 
doctrine  respecting  the  divine  permission  of  sin.  Regeneration 
is  the  act  of  God.  Since  the  renewal  of  the  soul  is  his  work, 
he  must  have  purposed  beforehand  to  do  it  He  has  deter- 
mined to  txert  such  a  degree  of  influence  upon  a  certain  part 
of  the  race  who  are  sinful  by  their  own  act,  and  justly  con- 
demned, as  ^ill  result  with  infallible  certainty  in  their  conver- 
sion. He  is  not  bound  to  jijive  such  influence  in  equal  mea- 
sure to  all.  Kather  does  he  establish  a  system  of  influence 
which  his  omniscient  mind  foresees  to  be  most  productive  of 
holiness  in  his  kingdom  as  a  whole.  It  is  not  the  act  or  merit 
of  individuals  that  earns  or  procures  this  effectual  influence, 
but  that  large  expediency  which  has  respect  to  the  entire  king- 
dom and  the  holiness  to  be  produced  within  it. 

Election  is  a  part  of  a  vast  and  complex;  system  of  adminis- 
tration, extending  over  a  universe  of  intelligent  beings.  The 
material,  so  to  speak,/to  be  dealt  with  in  this  moral  kingdom, 
is  free  agency;  just  as  matter  is  the  material  in  the  outward 
kingdom  of  nature.  To  what  extent  it  is  desirable  to  exert 
power  to  control  the  actions  of  free  agents  at  any  given  time 
or  place,  only  the  omniscient  mind,  who  surveys  the  whole 
system  and  knows  its  laws,  can  judge.    When,  where,  and  to 

*  A  theory  pespecting  the  permiBsion  of  sin,  identical  with  that  of  the  New 
Haven  divines,  is  suggested  in  one  or  two  passages  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  but  is  not 
consistently  carried  out.  He  says:  **Sicut  igitur  perfectio  universitatis  renim 
requirit,  ut  non  solum  sint  entia  inoorruptibaia  sed  etiam  corupUbilia :  iU  per- 
fecHo  universi  requirit  ut  sint  qusedam  qu»  boiiitate  deficere  possint,  ad  quod 
sequitur  ea  interdum  deficere/'  **  Ipsum  autem  totum  quod  est  universitas 
creaturarum  melius  et  perfectius  eat,  si  in  eo  siitt  qu»dam  quae  a  bono  deficere 
possunt;  que  interdum  deficiunt,  Deo  hoc  non  impediente/*  Summa,  L,  ii., 
xlviii.,  A.  ii.  But  Aquinas  goes  on  immediately  to  argue  that  much  good 
would  be  lost,  if  it  were  not  for  sin  >  for  example,  that  there  would  be  no  vindica- 
tive justice  and  no  patience,  if  there  were  no  sin.  He  takes  refuge  in  the  doc- 
trine that  sin  is  merely  privative,  like  blindness  in  the  eye,  and  so,  being  nothing, 
has  not  God  for  its  author  1  Another  passage,  still  more  plainly  suggesting  the 
main  idea  of  the  New  Haven  theory,  has  been  cited  from  Aquinas's  Com.  in  Pet 
Lomb.^   (I.  I.  Dist.  89,  Q.  2.  A.  2.)    But  thU  work  we  have  not  now  at  hand. 
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what  extent,  it  is  desirable  to  exert  the  extraordinary  infinence 
of  His  Spirit  to  r^;enerate  and  sanctify  souls,  Ue  alone  can 
determine.  He  oi^ganizes  a  plan,  not  in  an  arbitrary  way,  but 
in  order  to  secure  the  best  results  that  are  attainable  consis- 
tently with  the  wise  and  benevolent  laws  that  underlie  His 
whole  administration.  Under  the  operation  of  this  plan,  the 
Ooepel  call  goes  to  one  land  sooner  than  another.  Antioch 
hears  the  good  news  at  once ;  other  cities  and  countries  must 
wait  for  ages.  Kot  that  God*  loves  Antioch  better  than  the 
cities  of  Eastern  Asia ;  but  His  beneficent  plan  involves  this 
selection  of  Antioclu  •  So  of  individuals.  The  system  of  influ- 
eDce  is  adapted  to  sweep  into  the  Icingdom  of  heaven  a  certain 
namber,  and  those  alone;  not  from  any  partiality  to  them,  not 
because  they  deserve  more  than  others,  but  because  the  system 
that  secures  their  salvation  is  the  wisest  and  most  beneficent. 
The  effectual  call  is  addressed,  for  example,  to  Paul,  not  be- 
cause he  has  claims  superior  to  those  of  his  associatei^  in  travel, 
but  because  the  same  benevolent  plan  involves  his  conversion. 
His  conversion  was  purposed,  as  the  certain  futurition  of  the 
event  was  secured  by  the  plan. 

Dr.  Taylor  believed  that  his  doctrines,  on  the  points  con- 
sidered under  this  and  the  preceding  head,  must  be  admitted 
in  order  to  give  their  fiiU,  natural  sense  to  the  numerous  pas- 
sages of  Scripture  in  which  the  unwillingness  of  God  that  sin- 
ners should  continue  impenitent,  and  his  earnest  desire  that 
they  should  turn  to  him  and  be  saved,  are  emphatically  ex- 
pressed. Theology  was  embarrassed  by  the  supposition  of  two 
contrary  wills  in  the  divine  Being,  both  having  respect  to  the 
same  object,  namely,  the  repentance  of  the  sinner.  There 
was  a  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  merciful  declarations  and  in- 
vitations of  the  Bible,  with  an  unwillingness,  all  things  con- 
sidered, on  the  part  of  their  Author  that  the  latter  should  be 
complied  with.  Can  He  sincerely  say  that  He  prefers  all  men 
to  abandon  sin,  if,  on  the  whole,  he  prefers  that  they  shtuld 
not!  The  old  Protestant  theologians  adopted  the  distinction 
of  the  revealed  and  secret  will  of  God,  which  had  come  down 
from  the  Schoolmen, — the  voluntas  dgni  and  the  voluntas 
hneplaciti.  Calvin  was  too  fair-minded  an  exegete  not  to  be- 
tray his  perplexity  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  passages  to 
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which  we  have  referred.  Thus,  in  hig  oomroent  on  Matthew 
xxiii.  '27  (the  Saviour's  lament  over  Jerusalem),  he  says  of  the 
will  of  Jesns  to  gather  its  inhabitants  to  Himself,  that  it  is  the 
will  of  God  ex  verbi  natura, — that  is,  the  revealed  will.  Yet, 
he  adds,  tlie  will  of  God  is  one  and  simple,  and  the  representa- 
tion of  it  as  two-fold  is  anthropopathic.  He  admits  that  God 
wills  to  gather  all.  Standing  face  to  face  with  the  *'^Iwovld^ 
"  hut  ye  would  not^^  he  says :  "  est  autem  inter  velle  Dei  et 
ipsorum  nolle  emphatica  oppositio."  The  eecret  will  of  God  is 
to  him  an  ineffable,  unfathomable  mystery.  On  this  subject 
he  says  that  nothing  is  better  than  a  learned  ignorance. 

Dr.  Taylor  considered  that  all  this  perplexity  is  removed, 
and  full  credit  given  to  the  universal  offers  of  grace  and  invi- 
tations of  mercy,  if  it  is  only  understood  that  while  God  prefers 
that  every  t)ne  should  repent  under  the  recovering  ivf/uencee  to 
which  he  is  subject,  He  at  the  same  time  cannot  wisely  alter 
this  system  of  influences ;  and  rather  than  do  this,  he  prefers 
that  the  sinner  should  perish.*  In  itself  considered,  and  all 
things  considered.  He  prefers  his  repentance  to  his  continued 
and  fatal  impenitence ;  but  He  prefers  the  latter — that  is,  He 


*  In  harmony  with  Dr.  Taylor*B  ideM  on  this  subject  Ib  the  letter  (to  Boyle) 
of  John  Howe,  the  great  Paritan  divine,  on  lA«  RaeoneiUahUnen  of  Goi^  Pre- 
Mcienee  ofths  $im  of  msn  with  tke  toUdom  and  nnetriiy  of  HU  eountieU,  exhorts 
tioHM,  and  whatto&ver  means  He  wet  to  prevent  them.  Howe  dislikee  the  con- 
trasted terms  eeeret  wUl  and  revealed  will,  "The  truth  is,*'  he  says,  "  that  God 
doth  really  and  oomplacentially  will  (and  therefore  doth  with  most  unexception- 
able sincerity  declare  himself  to  will)  that  to  be  done  and  enjoyed  by  many  men, 
which  he  doth  not,  univeraally,  will  to  make  them  do,  or  irresistibly  proonre  that 
they  shall  enjoy."  "  Methinks  it  should  not  be  difficnlt  for  us  to  acknowledge 
that  God  doth  truly,  and  witii  complacency,  will  whatsoever  is  the  holy,  right- 
eons  matter  of  his  own  laws  *  That  he  does  not  sctuaUy  procure  the  obedience 
of  all,  *'is  upon  so  much  more  valuable  reasons,  as  that,  not  to  do  it  was  more 
eligible,  with  the  higher  complacency  of  a  determinative  will.*  Although  He 
foresees  that  many  will  not  be  moved  by  his  exhortations,  promises,  and  thresta» 
but  persist  in  din,  *'  He  at  the  same  time  sees  that  they  might  do  otherwise,  sod 
that  if  they  would  comply  with  hU  methods,  things  would  otherwise  issue  with 
them.**  «'  Bor  they  do  it  not  because  He  foreknew  it,  but  He  only  foreknew  it 
because  they  would  do  so."  That  He  does  not  reclaim  them  from  shi  "  proceeds 
not  from  the  imperfection  of  His  power,  but  from  the  concurrence  of  all  other 
perfections  in  Him."  "  His  wisdom  doth  as  much  limit  the  exercise  of  his  power, 
as  His  righteousness  or  His  truth  doth.'*  See,  also,  Howe  on  the  Jtedeeiher't 
teare  wept  over  loet  eoule,  where  are  sentiments,  to  the  same  effect 
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prefers  to  permit  the  latter — eooner  than  to  do  more  than  He 
is  doing  (which  is  all  that  He  wisely  can  do)  for  his  conversion. 
Christ  most  earnestly  desired  that  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusa- 
lem should  receive  Him  and  be  saved.  "  How  often  would  I 
*  *  *  *  but  ye  would  not.'*  But  he  preferred  to  leave  them 
to  that  dreadful  lot  which  they  were  bringing  on  themselves, 
rather  than  to  bring  a  different  kind,  or  an  increased  amount 
of  influence  to  recover  them.  There  is  no  contradiction  in  His 
will,  for  the  objects  of  choice  in  the  two  cases  are  different.* 

Under  the  New  Haven  theory,  there  is  room  not  only  for 
the  hardening  of  heart  under  a  law  of  character,  which  is  cen*- 
tain  in  its  operation,  but  also  for  the  judicial  withdrawal  of 
the  influences  of  grace,  on  which  all  hope  depends. 

How  earnestly  Dr.  Taylor  upheld  the  doctrine  of  Special 
Grace,  and  of  sovereignty  in  th€  bestowal  of  it,  may  be  learned 
from  the  following  extracts  from  his  Review  of  Spring  on  "  the 
Means  of  Regeneration  " : — 

"  Aceording  to  the  principle  vhieh  we  kave  ad?anced,  there  Ib  no  ground  of 
certainty  that  the  renewing  grace,  or  the  grace  which  secnree  the  performanoe, 
wiU  attend  any  caU  to  dnty,  addreFsed  to  any  individnal  sinner.  Here,  as  we 
ihall  DOW  attempt  to  show,  lies  the  practical  power  of  the  doctrine  of  depen- 
dsnee,  vis.,  in  the  fearfol  uncertainty,  which  it  imparts  to  the  great  qnestion  of 
the  sinner^B  regeoeration."  This  doctrine  "  was  tanght  with  great  plainness,  and 
pressed  in  all  its  pungency,  and  all  its  mysterioosness,  npon  the  wondering  Nico- 
demos  by  the  Sayiour  himself."  "  Why  is  the  high  and  nncontrollable  sove- 
reignty of  God  in  the  g^fts  of  his  grade,  so  clearly  announced  and  so  formally  and 
triumphantly  defended  against  the  mnnnnrings  of  the  nngodly  t "  "  Haye  we  no 
eridenoe  that  this  is  an  unwelcome  truth,  and  unwelcome  because  it  is  terribldi 

*  It  would  seem  to  be  felt  by  many  opponents  of  Dr.  Taylor  that  the  yery  sup- 
position of  a  succesfhl  withstanding  of  the  Spirit  of  God  by  the  human  will  can- 
not be  entertained  without  impiety.  But  they  must  read  their  New  Testaments 
»ith  little  attention,  or  they  would  not  argue  in  this  strain.  **  To  do  always  re- 
OBt  U)e  Holy  Gboet,"  says  Peter  (Acto  riii.  61);  where  the  word  for  retiti 
{hvrvrtwTm)  in  its  primary  import  signifies  '*to  ikll  upon^^^-as  an  enemy.  There 
ie  an  exertion  of  the  Spirit,  a  real  exertion,  which  yet  does  not  prevail  over  the 
wiU.  Only  a  perfectly  sophistical  exegesis  can  shut  this  het  out  of  the  New 
Testament  Granted,  that  in  the  case  of  the  elect,  grace  is  effectual,  unresisted, 
—it  of  a  kind  and  degree  to  secure  the  fnturition  of  the  event  This  does  not 
affect  the  truth  sUted  before.  "  Grieve  not  the  Spirit,"  writes  Paul,  (Eph.  iv. 
SO);  representing  the  Spirit  in  the  light  of  a  loving  friend,  who  is  troubled  or 
hurt  by  neglect  and  opposition.  How  different  is  this  concention  of  the  Spirifs 
infloence  from  that  which  makes  it  a  mere  exertion  of  jpower ! 
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and  terrible  because  it  shows  man's  eternal  destiny  to  depend  on  the  unknown 
eonnsels  of  an,  offended  God  t "  *'  What  is  better  fitted  to  confirm  this  oonfideoee" 
-«-the  delasive  confidence  of  the  sinner  that  he  shall  escape  future  misery—'*  thsn 
the  assurance,  or  even  a  high  probability,  that  the  grace  of  Qtod  is,  and  ever  will 
be,  ready  to  renew  the  heart."  '*  They  believe  in  their  depeodepce  on  God ;  but 
they  also  believe  that  the  necessary  grace  is,  and  will  be,  ready  for  tbdr  use, 
when  they  shall  be  ready  to  use  it.  This  is  the  grand  opiate  of  the  adversary  by 
which  he  holds  enthralled  multitudes,  under  the  light  of  salvation,  in  their  guilty 
sleep  of  moral  death."  But  *'his  salvation,  by  his  own  perverseness,  is  forfeited 
into  the  hands  of  a  sovereign  and  offended  God.  Point  then  the  thoughtlefls 
man  to  God's  high  counsels,  and  show  him  that  God  will  save  or  destroy,  'as 
seemeth  good  in  his  sight.'  **  "  According  to  the  principles  which  we  have  ad- 
yanced,  the  g^ft  of  renewing  grace  cannot  be  inferred  from  the  nature,  tendency,  or 
relations  of  any  prior  acts  of  the  sinner.  It  cannot  be  inferred  from  any  divine 
promisci  but  is  thrown  into  fearful  uncertainty  by  the  divine  threateninga.'' 
"  Whether,  therefore,  tbis  blessing  be  given  or  withheld  in  respect  to  individoal 
sinners,  is  an  inquiry  which,  according  to  the  views  we  have  maihtained  in  the 
previous  discussion,  as  well  as  according  to  the  scriptural  doctrine  of  dependence, 
must  be  left  with  the  soverfignty  of  God,  whose  secret  counsels  no  eye  can 
penetrate."  ♦ 

Now,  we  ask  any  candid  person  who  knows  enongh  about 
the  subject  to  form  an  intelligent  judgment,  if  the  system  which 
we  have  sketched  above,  is  Pelagian.  The  great  aim  of  Dr. 
Hodge  is  to  identify  Dn  Taylor's  system  with  Pelagianisin. 
This  is  the  whole  drift  and  spirit  of  his  Article,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  Dr.  Taylor.  The  Pelagian  system  is  a  tolerably  co- 
herent one,  and  is  well  understood.  Underlying  Pelagianism, 
is  the  assumption  that  an  act  of  sin  has  little  or  no  tendency 
to  self-perpetuation.  It  may  be  repeated,  or  may  not,  but  it 
does  not,  of  course,  result  in  a  character, —  a  permanently  sin- 
ful state  of  the  will.  In  fact,  there  is  no  character  in  the  sense 
of  a  single,  central,  all-governing  principle,  ^t  the  root  of 
special  virtues  or  special  forms  of  sin.  Hence  there  is  rather 
a  gradation  from  the  worst  to  the  best  men,  than  a  radical  dif- 
ference between  the  good  and  evil.  Consistently  with  this 
fundamental  assumption  is  the  doctrine  that  Adam's  sin  did 
not  affect  his  posterity,  except  in  the  way  of  example, — an  ex- 
ample which  is  not  universally  followed.  There  have  been 
sinless  men,  many  of  whom  can  be  named.  The  world  grew 
worse,  but  this  was  owing  to  the  multiplying  of  evil  examples 

*  Ohrisiiafi  Spectator,  1829,  pp.  '706,  708,  710. 
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and  the  power  of  edncation.  But  the  virtues  of  the  heathen 
are  such  aa  to  entitle  them  to  rewai*d.  The  B^vealed  Law 
was  given  as  a  moral  influence  to  deter  men  from  committing 
SID ;  the  Gospel  was  added  as  an  additional  influence  tending 
to  the  same  end.  Men  need  grace,  but  grace  in  the  view  of 
the  Pelagian  leaders,  principally,  if  not  exclusively,  consists  in 
the  giving  of  truth,  precepts,  admonitions,  and  the  like ;  not  in 
an  inward  operation  of  the  Spirit.  Free-will  itself,  with  the  other 
native  powers  of  the  mind,  is  reckoned  under  the  term  grace. 
There  are  two  states  of  blessedness,  corresponding  to  the  lower 
and  higher  type  of  salvable  character,  the  vita  etema  and  reg- 
nnm  codorum.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  legal  spirit  and  quan- 
titative estimate  of  excellence,  that  characterize  Pelagianism.* 
Now,  there  is  not  olie  of  these  essential  tenets  of  the  Pela- 

*  For  the  correotneM  ci  this  Btatement  of  the  tenets  of  the  Pelagians,  we  only 
Deed  refer  to  the  ordinary  Hiatoriee  of  Doctrioe.    We  here  call  apecial  attention 
to  two  partionlara,  tiz  ,  the  Pelagian  e<meepii<m  of  grace^  which  excludes  tJie  opero' 
Hon  of  the  SpvrU,  and  the  "  atomical  view  ^  of  character.   1.  After  Pelagius  was  ac- 
quitted  at  Diospolia,  Augnetioe  attached  no  hlame  to  the  bishops,  bnt  considered 
that  they  had  been  misled  by  ambiguities;  and  he  expressly  says  that  Pelagius 
really  resolved  graoe  into  law  and  teaching.    "  Qnid  manifesUus,  nihil  aliud  eum 
dieere  gratiam,  qna  Deas  in  nobis  operatnr  Telle  qnod  bonom  est,  quam  legem 
fttqae  doctHnam.**    J)e  Gh-fU.  Chriet,  X.     See,  also,  De  Oeet.  Pel,  X.,  De  Bar. 
8a.    Whether  Avgnstine  was  altogether  right  in  his  interpretation  of  Pelagius,  is 
for  the  present  purpose  inmiaterial.    What  was  condemned  as  Pelagianifim  was 
the  doctrine  thus  ascribed  to  him.    8.  It  is  the  well-known  philosophy  of  Pela- 
giaoism  that  an  aei  of  sin  does  not  result  in  a  sinful  character.    The  act  passes 
by  and  leaves  the  will  in  equilihrio.    We  are  aware  of  what  Pel^igius  says  (Ad. 
Denietriad.  S)  reepectiog  the  *'longa  consuetude  yitiorum**  and  its  corrupting 
influence.    Hiedner  infers  that  he  must  haye  differed  from  Coelestius  and  Julian 
on  thia  point,  and  have  been  less  a  Pelagian  than  they.    But  "  the  custom'*  of 
sinning  is  a  vague  conception  in  Pelagius.    "  Pelagius  and  Julian,*'  says  Julius 
If uller  (Lehre.  v.,  d.  Stinde,  II.,  60),  **  content  themselves  here  with  a  notion 
which,  had  they  gone  deeper  into  its  nature  and  scope,  would  have  sufficed  to 
disturb  their  confidence  in  their  doctrine  of  freedom ;  but  which,  as  it  was  taken 
up  by  them  vmmUingly  and  in  aa  external  and  eupetfieial  way,  was  necessarily 
without  any  deep  influeoce  on  their  system."    *'  The  single  act/'  adds  Miiller,  "  is 
thought  of  as  completely  isolated.    There  is  no  ineight  into  the  law,  according  to 
which  it  must  bring  forth  a  moral  state,"  Ac.    Bxactly  what  Pelagius  believed, 
it  may  not  be  easy,  on  all  points,  to  determine.    The  question  is,  what  was  the 
wnderttanding  of  his  doctrine— what  was  the  Pelagianism  which  was  eimdemned. 
That  the  Gospel  only  renders  U—  difficult  what  was  not  only  possible  but  prae» 
tieabU  to  be  aceompliehed  by  human  agency  without  it,  was  unquestionably  the 
teaching  of  the  Pelagian  leaders. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


The  "  Princeton  Review  "  an  the  [April, 

gians  which  Dr.  Taylor  does  not  deny.  Vital  points  of  their 
system,  as,  for  example,  their  superficial  notion  of  character 
and  of  what  is  morally  excellent  and  acceptable  to  God,  Dr. 
Taylor  was  most  earnest  in  opposing.  He  spared  no  effort  to 
inculcate  a  profounder  view  of  the  essence  of  character  and  to 
show  that  so-called  virtuous  acts  or  virtuous  habits,  when  they 
do  not  emanate  from  love  to  God,  are  destitute  of  that  quality 
of  holiness  which  alone  meets  with  His  approbation.  That 
true  excellence  consists  in  a  congeries  of  virtues  is  a  proposition 
which  he  continually  combated. 

In  fact,  the  great  aim  of  Dr.  Taylor  was  to  answer 
Pelagian  objections  and  to  maintain  the  substantial,  practical 
features  of  Calvinism  against  them.  This  he  supposed  himself 
able  to  do  by  showing  that  the  power  of  contrary  choice  which 
they  claimed  as  an  inherent  attribute  of  the  will,  and  a  con- 
dition of  moral  responsibility,  involves  no  such  conclusions  as 
they  drew  from  it.  So  far  from  this,  Dr.  Taylor  insisted  that 
one  act  of  sin  carries  with  it,  uniformly  and  infallibly,  an  es- 
tablished principle  of  sin,  which  nothing  but  the  inward 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  Qt)d  will  ever  overcome.  The 
Pelagians,  with  their  power  to  the  contrary,  had  seized  on  a 
half-truth,  and  thus  fallen  into  gross  error.  Men  may  hold 
that  the  power  to  the  contrary  involves  the  Pelagian  notion  of  the 
m\]Ltableness  of  character ;  but  Dr.  Taylor  does  not  admit  this, 
and  they  have  no  moral  right  to  charge  upon  him  an  inference 
of  their  own,  which  he  spent  half  of  his  life  in  confuting. 

Pelagianism  is  a  superficial  philosophy,  taking  no  earnest  ac- 
count of  the  self-propagating  power  of  sin ;  acceptable  sometimes 
to  acute,  but  never  to  deep-thinking  minds ;  making  so  little  of 
the  need  of  redemption  as  to  threaten  the  foundations  of  the 
Gt)spel  system.  Such  was  not  the  spirit  of  the  New  Haven 
Theology. 

Having  stated  in  general  Dr.  Hodge's  unfair  representation 
of  Dr.  Taylor's  theology,  we  specify  some  particulars. 

1.  Dr.  Hodge  gives  great  prominence  to  Dr.  Taylor's 
doctrine  of  Natural  Ability,  bat  scarcely  mentions  his  doctrine 
of  Moral  Inability.  An  ordinary  reader  of  his  Article  would 
hardly  be  aware  that  Dr.  Taylor  held  this  last  doctrine.  That 
it  had  any  importance  in  his  system,  such  readers  would  never 
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dream.  In  the  July  Dumber  of  the  "  PrinoeAon  Reoiew^^* 
Dr.  Hodge  expreed j  aacribeB  to  Dr.  Taylor  the  doctrine  that 
"absolate  certainty  is  inconsistent  with  free  agency," — a 
proposition  which  Dr.  Taylor  constantly  denied  and  incessant- 
ly opposed. 

In  the  Article  nnder  ccNisideration,  Dr.  Hodge  expatiates 
(pp.  62,  63,  64)  on  Dr.  Taylor's  *^ Pelagian  doctrine"  of 
plenary  ability,  involving  /the  power  of  contrary  choice,  and 
then  dwells  on  four  corollaries  from  this  doctrine,  which  he 
also  attributes  to  Dr.  Taylor.  Under  the  second  of  these 
corollaries,  he  does  admit  that  Dr.  Taylor  held  to  moral 
mabUity;  but  he  alludes  to  this  doctrine  as  if  it  were 
of  slight  consequence  in  weighing  the  orthodoxy  of  Dr.  Tay- 
lor's system.  '*  It  is  true,"  he  says,  "  that  Dr.  Taylor  admits 
that  men  are  depraved  by  nature;  that  is,  that  such  is 
their  nature  that  they  will  certainly  sin.  Sut  this  was  ad- 
mitted by  Pelagius,  except  in  a^  case  here  and  there  among 
million8."t  We  do  not  know  what  authority  there  is  for  this 
last  statement.  But  we  do  know  that  Pelagius  did  not  hold 
the  doctrine  of  moral  inability  as  President  Edwards,  and  Dr. 
Taylor  with  him,  held  it.  Dr.  Hodge  speaks  of  Pelagius  and 
Dr.  Taylor  as  separated  on  this  great  point  by  '^  a  shadowy 
difference.''^:  He  can  prove  the  same  thing  just  as  well  and 
DO  better  of  President  Edwards.  Dr.  Hodge  says,§  that  Chris- 
tians, and  especially  Calvinists,  have  maintained  that  ^^  God 
commands  what  man  cannot  perform ;"  <^  that  man  by  th&  fall 
lost  all  ability  of  will  to  anything  spiritually  good  ;"  and  he 
contrasts  these  propositions  with  Dr.  Taylor's  denial  of  them. 
But  President  Edwards  denies  these  same  propositions,  in  what 
he  considers  the  proper  sense  of  their  terms,  and  holds  that 
men  are  endowed  *'  with  the  utmost  liberty  that  can  be  desired, 
or  that  can  possibly  exist  or  be  conceived  of."  It  is  President 
Edwards's  doctrine  of  moral  inability  that  saves  his  essential 
Calvinism ;  and  on  this  subject  Dr.  Taylor  agrees  with  him. 
They  both  held  that  the  sinner's  unwillingness  to  repent  is  the 


*  Pp.  517,  518.    A*  the  inoorreet  BtatementB  on  these  pagee  are  repeated  in  the 
liter  Article,  ve  have  no  oecasioii  to  say  more  respecting  them. 
.'If  P.  67.  JP.  64.  gP-W- 
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8oh  obstacle  m  the  way  of  his  salvatum^  and  is  sxich  an 
obstacle  that  nothing  but  regenerating  grace  wiU  ever  rerrww 
it.  President  Edwards  rested  man's  need  of  grace  on  thU 
certainty  alone^  and  so  did  Dr.  Taylor. 

2.  Dr.  Taylor  did  not  hold,  as  Dr.  Hodge  represents  that  he 
did,  that  God. ''  cannot  prevent  sin,  or  the  present  amount  of 
sin,  in  ^  moral  system."  He  taoght,  as  we  have  explained 
above,  that  it  may  be  (for  aught  that  can  be  shown  to  the  con- 
trary) that  Gk>d  cannot  prevent  sin  in  the  best  moral  system. 
He  said  in  the  Condo  ad  Olerum  that  it  cannot  he  proved— 
that  is,  proved  a  priori^  or  demonstrated — that  God  can  pre- 
vent sin  in  a  moral  system.  This  was  the  sense  in  which  he 
used  the  term  proved,  as  he  himself  explained.  He  held  that 
it  can  be  proved  by  probable  reasoning  that  Qod  can  prevent 
sin  in  a  moral  system.  Hence  the  unqualified  proposition  that 
^^  God  cannot  elfectually  control  free  agents,  without  destroy- 
ing their  nature,"  is  incorrectly  ascribed  to  the  Kew  Haven 
divines  by  Dr.  Hodge.* 

3.  Dr.  Hodge  reiterates  the  utterly  erroneous  statement  that, 
according  to  Dr.  Taylor,  God  ''  brings  all  the  influence  that  he 
can  to  secure  the  conversion  of  every  man."t  He  represents 
him  as  holding  that  ''a  free  agent  can,  and  multitudes  do, 
effectually  resist  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  se- 
cure their  salvation  "  (p  71) ;  ^'  that  God  does  all  he  can  to  con- 
vert every  man,  and  elects  those  whom  he  succeeds  in  inducing 
to  repent "  (p  74) ;  that  "  He  does  all  he  can  to  convert  every 
sinner,  consistent  with  his  moral  agency  (p.  76)."  Dr.  Taylor 
did  not  hold  the  doctrine  that  is  here  attributed  to  him.  Dr. 
Taylor  says,  illustrating  the  feeling  and  action  of  God,  by  re- 
ference to  a  human  father :  ^'  it  by  no  means  follows  that  he 
will,  or  that  he  ought  to,  do  all  that  he  can^  and  all  that  may 
be  necessary,  to  secure  the  return  of  the  prodigal.":^  Dr. 
Hodge  himself,  in  another  place,  presents  Dr.  Taylor's  real 
view  in  a  quotation  from  the  Sped/Uor^  where  it  is  said  of  God 
that  He  '^  brings  all  those  kinds,  and  all  that  degree  of  moral 
influence  in  favor  of  it  [t.  e,  the  sinner^s  compliance  with  the 
Gospel  invitation],  which  a  system  of  measures  best  arranged 

*  p.  71.  t  p.  '71.  X  ReToaled  Theology,  p.  878. 
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for  the  succeflB  of  grace  in  a  world  of  rebellion  allows,*'  Can 
Dr.  Hodge  fail  to  see  the  difference  between  this  proposition 
and  the  one  he  imputes  to  Dr.  Taylor  ?  Among  the  various 
conjectural  reasons  which  the  latter  gives  why  Go^  sanctifies  a 
part  and  not  the  whole,  one  is  that  those  elected  **  may  be 
more  useful  than  others  for  promoting  his  designs."*  **  The 
general  interest,  the  public  good,  may  forbid  that  He  should 
do  any  more  than  he  does  for  the  lost  sinner. "f  Dr.  Taylor 
Btatee  his  doctrine  in  these  words :  '^  Ood  does  all  that  He  can 
m9dy  to  bring  every  sinner  to  repentance."^  Would  Dr. 
Hodge  deny  this?  Would  he  say  that  God  does  not  do  all  that 
He  can  wisely  to  bring  every  man  to  repentance? 

Dr.  Hodge  (on  p.  73)  endeavors  to  fasten  on  the  New  Haven 
theology  the  doctrine  of  soientia  rnedia,  as  it  was  held  by 
Jesuit  theologians.  "  This  distinction,"  he  says,  "  was  intro* 
doced  with  the  conscious  and  avowed  intention  of  getting  rid 
of  the  Augnstinian  doctrine,  held  by  the  Jansenists,  of  predes- 
tination and  sovereign  election."  Molina,  who  first  gave  no- 
toriety to  this  distinction,  died  in  1600,  when  Jansenius  was  only 
fifteen  years  old ;  and  his  avowed  motive  in  introducing  it  was 
to  reconcile,  the  Augnstinian  and  semi-Pelagian  view.  But 
this  is  unimportant ;  it  is  true  that  the  Molinist  theory  was 
warmly  debated  by  the  Jansenists  and  their  opponents.  Dr. 
Hodge  proceeds  to  define  the  scientia  mediae  in  its  bearing  on 
election:  ^^God  foresees  who  will,  and  who  will  not,  submit  to 
the  plan  of  salvation.  Those  whom  he  foresees  will  submit, 
he  elects  to  eternal  life ;  those  whom  he  foresees  will  not  sub- 
mit, he  predestinates  to  eternal  death.  The  New  Haven 
divines  adopt  the  same  distinction,  and  apply  it  to  the  same 
parpoee."  Dr.  Hodge  then  quotes  a  paragraph  from  Dr.  Fitch, 
in  the  Christian  Spectator^  1881,  in  which  it  is  said,  "it  was 
to  he  believers,  and  not  as  believers,  that  he  chose  them  under 
the  guidance  of  his  {scientia  media)  foreknowledge." 

Dr.  Hodge  has  mistaken  Dr.  Fitch's  position.  Dr.  Fitch  in- 
troduces the  term  scientia  media  in  replying  §  to  the  objection 
of  Dr.  Fisk,  that  the  Oalvinistic  doctrine  makes  God  form  his 

*  BeTwJsd  Theology,  p.  417.  f  Ibid.,  p.  4ia 

X  Ibid.,  p.  878.    See,  also,  tn/ra,  p.  828.      g  Ohtistian  Spectator,  1881,  p.  609. 
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decrees  blindly — without  knowledge — ^by  an  unintelligent  act 
of  will.  Dr.  Fitch  replies  that  God  consnlts  his  omniscience 
informing  his  decrees.  He, knows  what  free  agents,  under 
given  circumstances,  will  voluntarily  do.  But  Dr.  Fitch  holds 
that  in  the  case  of  the  elect,  it  is  G-od  who  by  His  grace  pro- 
duces their  repentance  and  faith,  and  that  He  purposed  to  do 
this.  There  is  not  only  foresight  on  his  part,  but  a  distinct 
purpose  to  secure  the  result,  and  a  providing  of  means  to  this 
end.  And  there  is  an  inherent  efficacy  in  the  me^ns  to  secure 
the  end.  He  does  not  foresee  the  end  independently  of  the 
means ;  yet  both  end  and  means  are  predetermined. 

This  is  a  different  theory  from  that  of  the  Molinists  and  the 
Ajrminians.  According  to  both,  '^  sufficient  grace  "  is  given  to 
all,  and  it  is  called  ^'  efficacious  "  or  effectual,  in  the  cases  where 
it  is  complied  with.  That  is,  it  is  called  efficacious,  only  ex 
everUu.  •  God  decrees  that  all  who  He  foresees  will  believe  shall 
be  saved ;  but  their  faith  results  from  no  special  measures  on 
his  part.  It  is  the  object  of  a  pwrpoae^  in  no  proper  sense  of 
the  term.  <  God  dispenses  his  gifts  of  grace  universally,  and 
lets  the  result  be  what  it  vKll ;  although,  of  course,  being  om- 
niscient, he  foresees  what  it  will  be.  The  Socinians  even  de- 
nied this  foresight ;  and  some  of  the  Arminians  came  near  do- 
ing the  same.  Suarez  and  the  other  Jesuit  theologians  ex- 
plicitly taught  that  the  difference  between  gratia  suffldens  and 
gratia  efficax  is  not  in  prima  actu^  or  in  God,  bat  in  seoundo 
achty  or  the  deportment  of  the  will.* 


*  MoliDasaya:  *'Deii8  sine  alia  iotermlaeione  ad  oetium  cordis  noatri  stat, 
paratos  temper  oonatos  nostros  adJQvare,  deeideranflque  iDgrwsiuii."  Of  the  will 
iD  relation  to  "  sofficieot  grace,"  his  dootrine  U : — "  Si  consentiat  et  oooperetar 
Qt  potest,  efficiat  iUud  efficax ;  si  veto  oon  oonsentiat,  oeqae  codperetur,— red- 
dat  illud  ioefficaz.*'    Gieaeler,  E.  O.  IIL,  2,  6U  n. 

The  MoUoists  lield,  moreover,  that  God  saves  or  condemns  men,  according  ss 
He  foresees  that  under  any  and  all  oiroumstances  they  will  be  holy,  or  under 
any  and  all  drcumstances  resist  His  grace. 

"Gratia  efficax  vooatur  ez  eventu."  Gonf.  Bern.,  1^,  6.  **Sufficieo8  vocatio, 
quando  per  codperationem  liberi  arbitrii  sortitur  suum  tectum,  Tocatnr  efficax." 
limborch,  4,  12,  8.  This  whole  distinction  between  "sufficient**  grace  and 
*'  efficacious  **  grace,  which  belongs  alike  to  the  Arminians  and  the  Congruists, 
has  no  more  place  in  the  New  Hayen  system  than  in  that  of  CalTinista 
ganarally. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Theology  of  Dr.  N.  W.  Taylor.  881 

The  New  Haven  doctrine  was  eesentiallj  diBsimilar  from  this. 
The  New  Haven  divines  did  not  teach  that  grace  is  given  in 
equal  measure  to  all  individnals ;  nor  did  they  teach  that  the 
number  of  the  elect  is  made  np  of  those  who  wer|p  foreseen  to 
be  most  pliable  under  recovering  influences,  and  moe  versa.  It 
is  true  that  they  only  are  saved  who  it  was  foreseen  would  re- 
pent and  believe.  But  their  repentance  and  faith  are  not  only 
foreseen ;  they  result  from  a  peculiar,  sovereign  distribution  of 
the  gifts  of  grace.*  What  Dr.  Fitch  teaches  in  the  Article  re- 
ferred to  may  be  seen  from  such  declarations  as  the  following : 
— **  it  is  true  that  God's  foreknowledge  of  what  would  be  the  re- 
Bnlts  of  his  present  works  of  grace,  preceded  in  the  order  of  nature 
the  purpose  to  pursue  those  wprks,  and  presented  the  grounds 
of  that  purpose ''  (p.  622) ;  but  *'  why  do  given  sinners  repent? 
Is  there  no  ground  of  certainty,  but  what  lies  in  their  powers 
of  agency  ? "  "  Does  God  use  no  influences  and  iheans  to  in- 
duce sinners  to  come  to  him  with  voluntary  submission,  and 
accept  of  lite  ?  Are  these  influences  brought  to  bear  alike  on 
all  nations  and  on  all  individuals  ?  "f  Election  always  includes 
in  it  "  the  purpose  of  God  which  seoitres  the  repentance  and 
faith  of  those  particular  persons  who  are  saved  and  adopted.":|: 

That  Dr.  Fitch  uses  the  phrase  soientia  media — a  phrase 

*  The  ieientia  medim,  in  some  prbper  sense  of  the  term,  ererybody  who  be- 
lieves that  God  has  a  p|kn  of  providential  government,  most  admic  The  prin* 
dpU  is  iayolvei  in  1  Sam.  xziii.  9-12,  Matt  zi.  22,  28.  Tyre  and  Sidon  would 
have  repented,  had  their  sitaatioo  in  one  respect  been  like  that  of  Bethsaida  and 
Chorazin.  These  passages,  says  Dr.  Hodge,  are  not  oases  of  icientia  ntedia^  they 
''■imply  teach  that  God,  knowing  all  causes,  free  and  necessary,  knows  how 
they  would  act  under  any  proposed  wm^\\,\»ik**  {OuUinst  of  Tktology,  ^,  114.) 
What  is  thi$  but  KietUia  media  f  In  faot|  Fooseca,  who  devised  the  term  tcientia 
flM&S  divides  it  into  two  parts,  the  second  of  which  (»eieniia  pure  conditiatiata) 
19  the  knowledge  of  acts  which  would  hare  come  to  pass  under  certain  conditions 
never  aetnally  realised.  And  he  refers  to  this  Tery  ease  of  T^re  and  Sidon. 
(Hamilton's  Supplementary  Notes  on  Raid,  p.  961)  This  fi>rm  of  knowledge  some 
may  think  best  to  include  in  ihe  knowledge  atsimpU  inUUig«nee ;  but  this  is  an 
objection  not  to  the  thing,  bub  to  the  name.  Dr.  Hodge  himself  resolves  the 
foreordination  of  sin  into  tcientia  media.  "  God  knowing  certainly  that  the  roan 
i&  qa«stion  would  in  the  given  eireomstanoes  so  aot^  did  place  that  very  man  in 
preeifsly  those  oiroumstaneea  that  he  should  so  aoi."  Outline;  dc,  p.  170. 
This  agrees  entirely  with  the  remark  respecting  the  oconrrenoe  oi  sin,  with 
which  Dr.  Fitch  first  oonneots  ihe  term  sei^ntia  media.    Spectator,  1881/  p.  609. 

t  P.  681.  t  P.  619. 
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quite  unexceptionable  in  reference  to  the  ibreordination  otHiv- 
fvl  voluntary  actions — is  of  no  consequence.  The  question  is 
whether  he  regarded  the  faith  of  the  believer  as  due  to  an  effi> 
cacy  residing  in  the  means  which  God  employs  for  his  conve^ 
sion.    He  says :— ^ 

"  Dr.  Fiak  OTerlooks  the  distinction  nmde  by  Galyinists,  between  an  election  to 
ibo/tfMM.  an4  an  election  to  •o/wrfMm.  The  latter  ell  admit  to  be  eonditiooid— to 
have  a  *  reference  to  oharaoter/  Ood  hai  elected  none  to  be  aayed,  exoept  on 
the  condition  that  they  volantarily  embrace  the  gospel,  and  persevere  onto  the  end. 
But  the  question  is,  How  comes  any  man  to  comply  with  this  condition— to  htm 
the  character  in  question  ff  Does  not  Ood  secure  that  compliance ;  does  He  not 
elect  the  indlTidnals,  who  shall  thus  Toluntarily  obey  and  perseyere?  CalyinistB 
affirm  that  He  does.  The  election  unto  Mtnast  is  the  turning-point  of  their 
'  system.  They  never  speak  of  an  election  unto  so/vottoM,  except  as  founded  apon 
it — as  presuppposing  God's  purpose  to  secure  the  eondtttoii  ol  salvation,  in  the 
hearts  of  the  elect.'* 

Dr.  Fitch  does  not,  indeed,  teach  that  grace  is,  properly 
speaking,  irresistible;  neither  does  Dr.  Hodge.  Bat  both 
agree  that  it  is  mireaisted  and  effectual. 

Dr.  Taylor  illustrates  his  idea  of  election  as  followB:— 
^^  Suppose  a  father  can  wisely  do  more  to  secure  the  re- 
pentance of  one  child  than  he  can  wisely  do  to  secure  the 
repentance  of  another;  suppose  that  a  higher  influence  ia 
one  case  would  be  safe  and  even  salutary  in  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  his  other  children,  while  in  the  other  case  it 
would  in  this  respect  prove  fatal ;  suppose  him  ^br  these  rea- 
sons to  use  the  higher  influence  with  a  design  to  secure  the 
obedience  of  one  child,  and  to  use  it  with  success ; — ^is  not  this 
election — is  not  this  making  one  to  differ  from  another — is  not 
this  hcmng  mercy  on  whom  He  will  have  mercy — and  doing 
more  for  one  than  for  another,  and  with  good  reason  too?" 
Dr.  Taylor  declares  that  the  probability  of  success  to  be  held 
out  to  sinners,  as  an  encouragement  to  presenrt  effort  and  ao- 
tion,  ^'  must  be  lowered  down  to  what  the  Apostle  calls  a  j>e^ 
odAye/ni/wre  that  God  will  give  them  repentance ;  and  that  delay 
and  procrastination  are  ever  lessening  this  probability.'^  * 

In  short,  the  New  Haven  theologians  taught  that  God  does 
all  the  good  He  wisely  can ;  He  produces  among  his  fallen 

*  Rtfi^f  to  Dr.TgUi'*  SxamiiMticn,  p.  18.  RweoM  Tkeology,  p.  484.  See, 
also,  infra,  p.  SSS. 
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creatnreB  the  largest  amopnt  of  holineBS  in  the  aggregate  which 
the  nature  of  things,  or  the  essential  requisites  of  the  best  sys- 
tem, adroit  of;  they  did  ^hot  teach  that  the  sole  or  the  princi- 
pal of  the  considerations  regulating  the  distribution  of  his  re- 
oovering  influences  among  the  individuals  of  the  race,  is  the 
greater  or  less  degree  of  obstinacy  in  sin  which  they  are  seve- 
rally foreseen  or  perceived  to  have. 

Among  Calvinists  no  one  is  more  emphatic  in  asserting 
that  God  has  good  and  wise  reasons  for  all  his  decrees,  than 
Calvin  himself.  He  is  a  sovereign ;  he  takes  counsel  with  no 
one,  and  reveals  the  reasons  of  his  determinations  and  actions 
DO  further  than  He  deems  best.  But  there  a^e  the  best  rea- 
sons, and  one  day  they  will  be  made  known.  Dr.  Taylor  and 
his  associates  believed  that  the  reasons  why  He  does  not  choose 
to  recover  all  from  sin,  may  lie  not  in  any  limitation  of  his 
benevolence,  or,  properly  speaking,  of  his  power,  but  in  limi- 
tations in  the  nature  of  things, — ^in  the  essential  characteristics 
of  the  best  system.  Omnipotence  lays  certain  restraints  upon 
^itself  in  governing  a  universe  of  free  agents;  just  as  God,  to 
quote  the  pithy  expression  of  Lyman  Beecher,  does  not  govern 
the  stars  by  the  ten  commandments. 

The  Ifew  Haven  doctrine,  then,  did  recognize  an  election 
and  a  sovereignty  in  election,  which  are  not  found  in  the  Ar- 
minian  system.  There  is  no  claim,  of  any  sort,  on  the  part  of 
an  individual  who  is  elected ;  but  his  salvation — his  repentance 
not  less  than  the  blessings  that  follow  it — ^is  the  certain  conse- 
quence of  the  operation  of  a  plan  which  has  in  view  the  highest 
attainable  good;  and  in  effecting  his  repentance,  the  deter- 
mining influence  is  with  God,  so  that  all  the  glory  of  the 
change  is  due  to  Him. 

At  the  same  time,  the  New  Haven  doctrine  differed  from 
the  old  Calvinism  in  explicitly  admitting. that  the  universal  re- 
covery of  sinners  by  grace,  may  be  inconsistent  with  that  sys- 
tem in  which  free  agency  is  to  play  so  essential  a  part,  and 
which  God  has^ freely  chosQU  as  being  the  best.  ' 

On  the  whble  it  seems  fair  to  describe  the  New  Haven  type 
of  doctrine  as  moderate  Calvinism.* 

*  If  the  New  Haven  theology  is  so  objectionable,  what  is  to  be  thought  of  the 
theology  of  Baxter?   He  holds  that  sufficient  grace  is  given  to  aU  "  to  enable  them 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


334  The  '^Princetm  Bevi&to  ^'  an  the  [April, 

4.  Dr.  Hodge  gives  a  very  erroneouB  view  of  Dr.  Taylor's 
doctrine  of  Regeneration.  Proposing  to  give  the  doctrine  of 
**  the  New  Haven  divines,"  the  former  says :  "  Regeneration 
is  defitied  to  be  not  an  act  of  God,  bat  an  act  of  the  sinner 
himself."  What  reader  of  this  sentence  would  suppose  that 
Dr.  Taylor,  when  treating,  in  his  published  Lectures,  of  this 
very  subject,  uses  the  following  language :  "  The  Spirit  of 
Ood  is  the  author  of  the  change  in  Regeneration.  I  cannot 
suppose  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  this  fact  in  opposition  to  Pe- 
lagian error,  or  the  proud  self  sufficiency  of  the  human  heart. 
The  fa/^  of  divine  influence  in  the  production  of  holiness  in 
the  heart  of  man,  meets  us,  as  it  were,  on  almost  every  page  of 
the  sacred  record ; "  and  Dr.  Taylor  adds,  quoting  from  the 
Synod  of  Dort :  "  This  divine  grace  of  regeneration  does  not 
act  upon  men  like  stocks  and  trees,  nor  take  away  the  proper- 
ties of  the  will,  or  violently  compel  it  while  unwilling ;  but  it 
spiritually  vivifies,  heals,  corrects,  and  sweetly,  and  at  the  same 
time,  powerfully  inclines  it :"  and  Dr.  Taylor  says  still  further, 
that  "  this  influence  of  the  Spirit  is  distinct  from  the  natural  ^ 
influence  of  the  truth';  and  though  not  miraculous,  is  super- 
natural." He  says,  indeed,  that ''  the  change  in  R^eneration 
is  the  sinner's  own  act ;"  because  "  the  thing  prodnced  by  the 
power  of  God  is  their  own  act — the  act  of  putting  on  the  new 
man."*  He  cites  with  approbation  the  sentence  of  President 
Edwards  respecting  this  change :  ^^  God  produces  all,  and  we 
act  all.    For  that  is  what  he  produces,  viz.,  our  own  acte?^ 

Why  not  say  that  President  Edwards  believes  that  Regenera- 
tion *'  is  not  an  act  of  God,"  because  he  says  that  "  we  act  all  !l" 

6.  Dr.  Hodge  in  seeking  to  identify  Dr.  Taylor's  doctrine  on 
the  office  of  Grace  in  the  recovery  of  the  sinner,  with  that  of 

to  seek  salyation,  and  God  will  not  forsake  them  untU  they  forvake  him ;  **  that  **it 
if  the  wise  design  of  the  Redeemer  not  to  give  to  men  the  same  degrees  of  aid ;  but 
to  yary  the  de^^pree,  sometimes  according  to  the  preparation  and  receptivity  of  men, 
and  sometimes  only  according  to  His  good  pleasure ;  **  and  that  the  divine  work- 
ing is  not  saoh  as  '*  takes  away  the  simultaneous  power  to  the  contrary  (simiil- 
totem  potentis  ad  bontrarium.'')  Meth.  TheoL  P.  III.,  e.  26,  Cath.  Theol.  R II., 
p.  188.  The  author  of  the  "Saint's  Everlasting  Rest"  would  be  excluded  from 
the  ministry  of  the  Pan-Presby  teriaii  V/hurch.  if  Dr.  Hodge  were  to  prescribe  the 
teste. 

*  Heoealed  Tluolagy,  pp.  800»  891.  f  OuUinu  of  Theology,  pp.  290,  361. 
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Pelagius,  has  made  ^  very  misleadiog  etatement  of  the  latter's 
position.  Having  qnoted  from  Dr.  Taylor  the  remark  that 
^^  the  error  of  Pelagins  is,  not  that  he  maintained  man's  ability 
without  grace,  but  that  man  does  actually  obey  Ood  without 
grace/'  Dr.  Hodge  observes :  "  It  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  Pe- 
lagius  held  that  ^  men  do  actually  obey  Ood  without  grace,'  so 
that  this  shadowy  difference  between  him  and  Dr.  Taylor  on 
this  point  vanishes."  Does  not  Dr.  Hodge  know  that  Pelagius 
and  Dr.  Taylor  use  the  term  "  grace  "  in  a  very  different  sig- 
nification ?  That  Dr.  Taylor  means  here  by  "  grace  "  the  in- 
ward, supernatural  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  that  in  this 
sense  Pelagins  did  hold  that  men  sometimes  "  actually  obey 
God  without  grace  t"  Pelagins,  as  we  have  explained  before, 
calW  the  law  of  the  Old  Testament,  providential  disf^ensations, 
the  precepts  of  Christ  and  various  other  things,  by  the  name 
"  grace,"  whilst  he  made  little  or  nothing  of  the  inward  opera- 
tion of  the  Divine  Spirit.* 

Let  us  now  sum  up  Dr.  Hodge's  charges  against  Dr.  Tay- 
lor's system.  His  generic,  charge  is  that  plenary  ability,  or  the 
power  of  contrary  choice,  is  made  to  belong  inseparably  to  the 
will ;  but  he  keeps  out  of  sight,  as  far  as  practical  impression 
is  concerned.  Dr.  Taylor's  associated  doctrine  of  moral  inability. 
In  the  formula,  '*  certainty  with  power  to  the  contrary," — 
'^  certainty  "  is  uttered  %oUo  voce. 

Of  the  heretical  corollaries  charged  on  the  system,  the  first 
is  'Hhat  all  sin  consists  in  the  voluntary  transgression  of 
known  law."  That  all  sin  is  voluntary  is  the  common  asser- 
tion of  orthodox  theology.    It  is  the  doctrine  of  Augustincf 


*Dr.  Hodge  himself  de6be8  the  Pelagian  Conception  of  Graee,  aa  excluding 
the  internal  operation  of  the  Spirit.  {(huHneM  of  Theology,  p.  886>  Pelaglana 
hold,  ha  says,  <'  That  the  Holy  Spirit  prodnces  no  internal  change  in  the  heart 
of  the  subject,  except  as  he  is  the  author  of  the  Scriptnree,  and  as  the  Scriptnres 
present  moral  truths  and  motives,  which  of  their  own  nature  exert  a  moral  in* 
flaence  upon  the  soul." 

t  The  doctrine  of  Augustine  on  the  nature  of  sin  is  frequently  miseoneeiTed. 
"This  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  usee  the  term  9olwiUa9  in  so  various 
meanings,  and  often  does  this  in  the  same  paragraph.  His  precise  conception  of 
the  wneupUemtia  with  which  the  descendants  of  Adam  are  bom,  must  be  ascer- 
tftioed.  1.  Concupiscence,  which  is  inordinate  desire  for  the  inferior  good — ^in. 
pertlcular,  fleshly  desire— belongs  to  all  men  from  birth,  and  gives  rise  to  a  con- 
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It  is  the  doctrine  of  Dr.  Hodge  himself.*    And  Dr.  Taylor 


flict  io  the  soal  and  to  a  disordered  condition  not  belonging  to  man's  original 
nature.  2.  In  the  case  of  the  baptized  and  regenerated,  conenpisoeoce  remains  is 
a  prin ciple,  but  brings  guilt  only  so  far  as  i  ts  i mpulses  are  obeyed.  *'  Qoamdiu  efgo 
manet  lex  conenpisoentialiter  in  merobris.  manente  ipsa  reatus  qua  solyitnr ;  led 
ei  solvitur,  qui  saoramentum  regenerationis  accepit  renovarique  jam  ooepii' 
(De  Pec  Her.  et  Remis  ,  II.  sczTiil)  "Nam  ipsa  quidem  concupiscentia  jam  non 
est  peccatum  in  regeneratis,  quando  illi  ad  illidta  opera  non  oonsentitnr.*  (De 
Nupt.  et  Oonc,  I.  xiiL  The  same  thing  Is  said  in  a  multitude  of  other  passages. 
8.  That  native  eoncupiteMtia  is  sin,  is  not  only  implied  in  the  passages  above, 
but  is  explicitly  asserted  in  many  places.  It  is  at  ooce  sin  and  the  punlshmeat 
of  sin.  *'  Sed  pertinet  originale  peccatum  ad  hoc  genus  tertium,  ubi  sio  pecca- 
tum est,  nt  ipsum  sit  et  pmna  peceatL^  (Op.  Imp.  Cont  JuL  I.  xMi.)  Dr.  Emer- 
son, in  a  note  to  his  translation  of  Wiggers  on  Augustinism  and  Pelagianism,  sup- 
poses Angustihe  to  teaeh  that  concupiscence  is  not "  really  sin ;"  but  he  inadvert- 
ently applies  what  Augustine  says  of  the  regenerate  or  baptized,  to  all.  The 
very  passage  which  Dr.  Emerson  quotes  (p.  128)  in  proof  of  his  position,  speaks 
of  the  guilt  of  concupiscence  as  pardoned  in  baptism — "  cujus  jam  reatus  laTacro 
regenerationis  absumtus  est."    (Cont^Dnas  Epist.  Pel.  L  xiii.) 

4.  But  Augustine  regarded  oonoupiscenoe  as  voluntary.  In  the  long  passage  of 
the  Opus  Imp.  C.  Jul.  (I.  xliv.  seq.)  where  he  discusses  the  question  whether  native 
sin  is  in  the  will,  and  in  the  RetraetationeM  (L  cxv.)  where  he  explains  the  previous 
statement  which  he  had  made  in  the  treatise  De  libero  Arbitrio,  on  this  subjeet,  he 
goea  no  further  than  to  say  that  sin  is  "  ek  voluntate "  and  ia  not  "eins  vohtntaU* 
— «.  e,  it  is  consequent  on  the  ain  of  Adam.  In  these  places,  however,  he  has  in 
mind  voluntariness  involving  power  to  the  contrary ;  as  he  elsewhere  says :— 
"  cum  autem  de  libera  voiuntate  recte  faciendi  loquimur,  de  ilia  scilisset  in  qua 
homo  factus  est,  loquimur."  (De  Lib.  Arb.  III.  xviii.)  But  that  native  eoncnpis- 
cenoe  involves  the  consent  of  the  will,  he  clearly  teaches.  "  Nam  quid  est  eu- 
piditas  et  letitia,  nisi  voluntaa  in  eorum  consensionem  quae  volumusff*'  '*Curo 
consentimus  appetendo  ea  quie  volnmus,  cupiditas."  **  Voluntas  est  quippe  in 
omnibus :  imo  omnes  nihil  aliud  quam  voluntates  sunt."  (De  Giv.  Dei,  XIV.  c  vii.) 
"  Si  quisquam  etiam  dioit  ipeam  cupiditatem  nihil  aliud  esse  quam  voluntatem, 
sed  vitiosam  peccatoque  servientem,  non  resistendum  eet:  neo  de  verbis,  cum  res 
eonstet,  oontroversia  facienda."  (Retract,  L  c.  xv.)  **  Cupiditas  porro  improba 
voluntas  est.  Ergo  improba  voluntas  malorum  omnium  causa  est.  (De  Lib.  Arbit 
IIL  xviL)  Native  sin  belongs  to  the  will,  but  to  a  will  enslaved.  Volwniae  is, 
also,  frequently  used  by  Augustine  for  the  volitive  function,  by  which  executive 
acts  of  choice  are  put  forth ;  and  in  this  meaning  he  frequently  speaks  of  sin  ss 
involuntary,  or  existing  against  the  will  Under  this  head,  he  is  never  tired  of 
referring  the  Pelagians  to  Bom.  vii.  18. 

Thus  VolunUu  is  used  by  Augustine  (1)  for  the  free-will  in  Adam,  which  in- 
eluded  the  power  to  the  contrary;  (2)  for  the  spontaneous  sioful  affections  con- 
sequent on  the  first  sin,  in  him  and  his  posterity,  or  the  will  in  servitude ;  and 
(8)  for  the  volitionary  faculty,  or  the  faculty  which  puts  forth  imperative  choices. 

*  Outlines  of  Theology,  pp.  223,  284,  261 
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does  not  mean  that  Bin  is  in  yolitions  merely,  or  enperficial,  im- 
perative choioee.  *  He  would  agree  with  Dr.  Shedd,  in  the 
following  statements : 

"  It  seems  to  ns  that  by  the  will  Is  meant  a  Toluntary  power  that  lies  at  the 
Toy  eentro  of  the  sool,  and  whose  morements  eonsist,  not  so  much  in  choosing 
or  refusing,  in  rafersDoe  to  partionlar  eircnmstanees,  as  lo  determining  the  whole 
man  with  re&renee  to  some  great  and  nltimate  end  of  Hying.  The  cbaraoteristio 
of  ths  will  proper,  as  distingaished  from  the  volitioDarj  faonlty,  is  determinatioo 
of  the  whole  being  to  an  ultimate  end,  rather  than  selection  of  means  for  at- 
taining that  end  in  a  particular  case."  *'  The  will,  as  thos  defined,  we  affirm  to 
be  the  responsible  and  goilty  author  of  the  sinM  nature.  Indeed  this  sinful 
nature  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  state  of  the  will ;  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  its  constant  and  total  determination  to  self,  as  the  nltimate  end  of  liying."* 

In  short,  Dr.  Taylor  held  that  sin  is  a  profound,  immanent, 
peraianent  preference  of  the  will,  whereby  a  man  lives  to  self, 
instead  of  living  to  Qod  ;  a  preference  at  the  root  of  all  snih 
ordinate  action.  Dr.  Taylor  held  that  this  is  an  elective  pre- 
ference ;  the  soul  sets  before  it  this  end  of  living ;  and  by  this 
distinction,  he  removed  a  great  sonrce  of  ambiguity  and  con- 
fusion from  theology.  There  are  involuntary,  strictly  con- 
Btitutioual  dispositions,  inclinations ;  hot  this  is  voluntary,  flow- 
iogfrom  an  elective  act,  yet  central,  permanent,  and  controlling. 

But  Dr^  Taylor  holds  that  sin  is  the  transgression  of  kno^Dn 
law.  Dr.  Hodge,  in  his  definitions  of  moral  agency,  says  the 
same  thing,  though  inconsistently  with  other  parts  of  his  own 
teaching.f  Dr.  Taylor  held  that  consciousness  is  a  thing  of 
degrees ;  men  commonly  sin  without  reflection  ;  there  are  sins 
which  may  be  called  thoughtless,  and  there  are  those  which 
may  be  called  sins  of  ignorance.    The   '^  awakening  "  of  a 


*  Essays,  pp.  340,  24S. 

f  He  Bays  that  to  be  rooraUy  responsible,  *'  a  man  must  be  a  free,  rational, 
moral  agent"  **  1st  He  must  be  in  present  possession  of  his  reasoir  to  dis- 
tlnffQiah  truth  from  falsehood.  2d.  A  muat  have  in  exereUe  a  moral  sense  to 
distinguish  right  from  wrong."  (hUUn€$  of  Th^logy  p.  S81.  "  Only  a  moral 
agent  or  one  endowed  with  intelUgenoe,  oonsoienoe,  and  free  will  can  ein." 
Ibid.,  p.  226.  •'  All  sin  has  its  root  in  the  peryerted  dispositions,  desires,  and 
affections  which  constitute  the  deprared  state  of  the  wilL  P.  2S4.  If  Dr.  Hodge 
would  distinguish  will  from  dnire—ihai  which  is  purely  spontaneous  from  that 
which  is  etectire— be  would  clear  his  system  of  one  prolific  source  of  confusion. 
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Binner  is  the  deepening  of  conscionsness  or  the  passing  of 
consciousness  into  reflection ;  the  coming  of  a  man  to  himself. 
-  But  let  it  be  granted  that  while  Dr.  Hodge  holds  that 
during  a  certain  undefined  period  of  infantile  existence,  sin  is 
committed,  or  there  is  sin  when  there  is  no  knowledge,  and  no 
possibility  of  the  knowledge,  of  law,  while  Dr.  Taylor  supposes 
that  during  this  period  there  is  either  no  sin,  or  there  ia  some 
degree  of  consciousness  of  duty.  Shall  this  difference. cast  Dr. 
Taylor  beyond  the  pale  of  "  all  organized  Churches  ?"  ^Let  it 
be  noticed  that  Augustinians  who  hold  to  sin  in  infants  prior 
to  choice,  believe  that  their  guilt  is  washed  away  by  the  easy 
remedy  of  baptism  ;  and  at  the  present  day  the  universal  sal- 
vation of  those  who  die  in  infancy  is  generally  held. 

And  here  it  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  how  Dr. 
Hodge  reconciles  his  own  opinion  on  this  last  topic  with  the 
creeds.  We  have  been  led  to  believe  that  he  holds  to  the  sal- 
vation of  all  persons  dying  in  infancy.  The  Augustinian 
system  holds  to  the  perdition  of  unbaptized  and  non-elect  in- 
fants. This  is  the  doctrine  of  Augustine  himself.  So  Jan- 
senius  teaches.  Moreover,  the  Westminster  Ckinfession  de- 
clares :  ^'  Elect  infants  dying  in  infancy,  are  regenerated  and 
saved  by  Christ,  through  the  Spirit."  This  plainly  implies 
that  non-elect  infants  are  not  saved.  It  is  nonsense  to  speak 
of  elect  infants  as  saved,  if  aU  infants  are  meant.  Besides  the 
added  clause,  in  the  same  paragraph,  about  the  salvation  of 
^^  all  other  elect  persons,  who  are  incapable  of  being  outward- 
ly called  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,"  settles  the  meaning  of 
the  passage ;  for^  of  course,  not  all  of  the  heathen  are  here  de- 
clared to  be  among  the  saved.  Moreover  it  is  immediately  de- 
clared that  "  others  not  dlected  "  "  cannot  be  saved."  The 
framers  of  the  Confession  held  that  de  Jure  all  infants  are 
lost;  that  de  facto  there  are  two  and  only  two  ways  in  which 
they  can  be  saved, — through  the  Abrahamic  covenant  which 
saves  the  baptized  among  them,  and  sovereign  election  which 
is  not  limited  by  the  covenant.  The  Augustinians  believed 
with  Dr.  Hodge,  that  new-born  infants  have  in  them  that  sin 
which  is  ,the  parent  of  all  sins;  they  believed  with  him  that 
they  are  hell-deserving ;  and  they  believed  that  only  the  bap- 
tized  and  elected  ones  among,  them  will  be  saved.     Does 
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Dr.  Hodge  agree  to  this  last  proposition  t  If  not,  does  he  ac- 
cept the  Confession  in  its  fair  import?* 

One  gronnd  of  complaint  against  the  New  Haven  theology 
16,  that  it  leaves  no  room  for  infant  r^eneration.  But  it  is 
entirely  consistent  with  Dr.  Taylor's  system  to  snppose  that 
even  those  who  die  in  infancy,  need  the  sanctifying  influence 
of  the  Spirit  to  prevent  them  from  banning  their  moral  life 
ainfally,  and  thus  that  they  owe  their  salvation  to  Christ.f 

In  regard  to  the  second  of  the  special  errors  of  the  New 
Haven  theology, — ^the  denial  of  hereditary  sin,  it  is  enough  to 
answer  that  Augustinian  theology  holds  to  no  hereditary  sin 
which  is  not  also  voluntary.  Whatever  is  peculiar  to  Dr.  Tay- 
lor on  this  point  results  from  his  disbelief  in  our  legal  respon- 
sibility for  Adam's  sin.  Men  will  differ  in  their  estimate 
of  the  importance  of  this  opinion.  But  it  must  be  remember- 
ed that  Dr.  Taylor  believed  that  all  men  are  totally  depraved 
from  the  beginning  of  moral  agency,  and  until  they  are  re- 
generated by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  that  this  depravity  is 
connected,  as  a  certain  consequence,  with  the  first  sin  of 
Adam. 

The  other  points  in  Dr.  Hodge's  indictment  refer  to  the 
power  of  God  in  relation  to  the  control  of  free  agents,  and 
rest  to  a  considerable  extent,  as  we  have  shown,  on  a  mis- 
apprehension of  Dr.  Taylor's  teaching. 

We  may  state  now  in  a  few  words  the  relation  of  the  New 
Haven  divinity  to  Old  Calvinism. 

The  peculiarity  of  the  New  Haven  system  is  in  itS  view 
respecting  the  non-prevention  of  sin — of  sin  in  its  beginning 
and  in  its  continuance  in  the  non-elect. 

Snpra-lapsarian  Calvinism  held  that  the  fall  is  divinely 
ordained  as  a  means  to  an  end, — that  end  being  the  furnishing 
of  Binfnl  subjects,  on  whom  God  could  illustrate  both  his  com- 
passion and  his  punitive  justice.  The  election  of  the  one 
class  and  the  reprobation  of  the  other,  is  the  decree  first  in 
order.    This  system  in  reality  traces  all  sin  to  the  eflScient 

*  We  are  not  so  ignorant  as  to  snppose  that  the  old  Calvinists  all  believed  in 
the  de  facto  perdition  of  infants.  Yet  not  only  snpra-Iapearians.  but  some  infra- 
Upsarians,  did  maintain  this  dogina;  and  the  language  of  the  Westminster 
Confeseioo,  in  its  fair  import,  implies  it. 

t  ChHttian  Spwlaior,  Vol.  V.,  p.  664. 
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agency  of  the  First  Cause.  "The  sixteenth  century,"  says 
Julius  Miiller,  *'  might  carry^out  such  thoughts,  and  the  most 
energetic  Christian  piety  was  compatible  with  them.  To-day, 
with  the  clearer  consciousness  of  the  premises  and  consequences 
of  that  view,  it  could  not  be  scientifically  developed  without 
leading  to  Pantheism.*'* 

The  Infra-lapsarian  Calvinism 'made*  election  have  respect 
to  the  race  already  fallen.  Sin  is  permitted  for  inscrutable 
reasons,  and  from  the  race  of  sinners  the  elect  are  chosen. 
The  decree  of  election  follows  the  decree  permitting  the  in- 
troduction of  sin. 

The  Infra-lapsarian  system  left  room  for  supposing  other 
reasons  for  the  permission  of  sin  than  that  assigned  by  the 
Supra-lapsarians.f 

The  New  HaVen  divines  suggested  as  a  possible  explanation, 
that  to  the  eye  of  infinite  wisdom  it  may  be  better  for  this 
universe  of  free  agents,  to  permit  sin  to  exist  when  <md  where 
it  does  exist,  than  to  exert  the  positive  infiitence  requisite  to  pre- 
vent it ;  that  such  a  voluntary  limitation,  on  the  part  of  God,  of 
His  agency,  alone  comports  with  the  characteristics  of  that 
moral  system  which  He  has  chosen  to  establish,  and  which  is 
the  best.  A  like  limitation  for  the  same  general  iseason  takes 
place  in  reference  to  the  non-elect.     . 

To  the  objection  that  this  theory  derogates  from  the  divine 
power,  it  is  replied  that  every  theodicy  is  a  scheme  of  opti- 
mism ;  that  the  opposite  theory  of  sin  being  the  indispensable 
instrument  of  aecomplishing  the  greatest  good,  palpably  im- 
plies a  limitation  of  the  divine  power.  The  dogma  that  God 
could  prevent  all  sin  without  detriment  to  the  system,  clashes 
with  his  benevolence. 

'  These  advantages  were  claimed  for  the  theory  suggested  by 
the  New  Haven  divines :  (1.)  that  it  silences  tlie  infidel  objec- 
tion to  the  benevolence  of  God ;  (2.)  renders  the  denunciation 
of  sin  as  an  unqualified  evil,  consistent  with  truth ;  (3.)  vindi- 
cates the  perfect  sincerity  of  the  invitations  and  entreaties  ad- 
dressed in  the  Gospel  to  sinners ;  (4.)  directly  connects  the  dis- 

•  Lehre  9.  cL  Sunde,  I.  864. 

t  So  says  Alexander  Schweizer,  Central-dogmen  der  lie/,  Kirehe. 
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pensation  of  the  Spirit  with  the  divine  benevolence,  acting 
with  a  view  to  accompliah  the  greateet  good  in  the  aggregate. 

It  had  been  object^  to  Calvinism  that  in  representing  the 
oompaasion  of  Ood  as  fiutening  on  particnlar  persons  to  the 
ezclnsion  of  others,  whose  case  equally  appeals  to  compmssion, 
the  very  idea  of  compassion,  as  a  benevolent  feeling,  is  violated. 
That  is  to  say,  it  is  not  from  comp€U9{on  that  even  the  elect  are 
saved.  It  was  claimed  for  the  New  Haven  doctrine  that  it 
took  from  election  this  arbitrary  quality  by  identifying  it  with 
a  benevolent  plan,  in  the  formation  of  which,  while  compas- 
sion is  felt  equally  for  all,  there  is  no  respect  of  persons, 
bnt  only  a)i  eye  to  the  laigest  good  which  impartial  love,,  un- 
der the  guidance  of  wisdom,  can  attain. 

In  a  word,  the  Hew  Haven  theolc^  carried  the  infra  lap- 
aarian  scheme  another  step,  by  directly  connecting  the  decre^ 
of  God  respecting  the  fall  and  recovery  of  man,  with  His  henevo^ 
lence/  in  such  a  way,  however,  as  to  exclude  the  idea  that  sin, 
either  in  itself  considered  or  all  things  considered,  is  ever  pre- 
ferred by  Him  to  holiness  in  its  stead.  Grod  gives  mankind  a 
probation  under  law ;  foreseeing  the  fact  of  universal  sin,  He 
provides  a  salvation  which  is  sufficient  for  all  and  is  sincerely 
urged  upon  the  acceptance  of  all ;  foreseeing  the  universal  re- 
jection of  the  Saviour,  He  adds  a  peculiar  supernatural  influ* 
ence  to  convert  the  soul,  but  this  influence  is  not  dispensed  in- 
discriminately, and  without  stint,  but  in  accordance  with  a 
wise  plan  which  will  effect  the  actuat  cx>nv6rBion  of  only  a 
part  of  a  race,  all  of  whom  are  alike  guilty. 

On  the  subject  of  human  agency  in  conversion,  there  have 
been,  as  all  students  of  history  know,  two  generic  types  of 
opinion, — two  great  streams  of  doctrine,  taking  their  rise  far 
back  in  the  ancient  church.  According  to  one  of  these  types 
ot  opinion,  there  belongs  to  man  a  cooperative  agency  in  rela- 
tion to  the  grace  of  the  Spirit.  According  to  the  other,  the 
Spirit  is  the  sole  Efficient,  and  the  human  will  is  merely  the 
theatre  of  His  operation.  The  Greek  Church,  from  the  earliest 
times,*  has  cherished  the  first  form  of  doctrine.  Her  great 
fathers,  Origen,  Athanasins,  the  two  Gregories,  Basil,  Chrysoe- 
tom,  and  her  theologians  generally,  let  them  differ  on  other 
points  as  they  may,  are  unanimous  in  ascribing  to  man  some 
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remaining  power  to  good.    This,  too,  was  the  Latin  theology 
down  to  Augustine.    It  was  the  earlier  theology  of  Augustine 
himself,  after  his  conversion.    He  at  first  rejected  unconditional 
.  election  and  irresistible  grace ;  and  his  earlier  views  unquesr 
tionably  correspond  to  the  current  type  of  thinking  at  and  be- 
fore that  time.    While  the  Church  was  fighting  Stoics,  Gnos- 
tics, and  Manichsaans,  stress  was  laid  upon  the  liberty  of  the 
will.    Augustine,  carrying  out  half-developed  suggestions  of 
Latin  theologians  before  him,  brought  forward  views  respect- 
ing the  power  of  sin  over  the  will,  which  induced  a  revolution 
in  anthropology,  and  have  exerted  the  most  extensive  and  last- 
ing influence.    But  before  Augustine  died,  the  rise  of  the  Semi- 
Pelagian  party  showed  how  many  there   were   whom  his 
opinions  failed  to  satisfy.   Henceforward,  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  the  two  types  of  doctrine  are  found  side  by  side. 
They  are  severally  represented  in  the  middle  ages  by  the  two 
great  schools,  the  Thomists  and  the  Scotists,  coincident  with  the 
two  great  monastic  orders,  the  Dominicans  and  Franciscans. 
The  Ileformers  followed  Augustine ;  but  soon,  on  the  Luther- 
an side,  Melancthon  set  up  the  Synergistic  doctrine,  and  among 
the  Lutherans,  even  where  the  Fhilippist  view  was  in  form  dis- 
avowed, the  prevailing  doctrine  has  been  that  of  conditional 
election.    In  the  Beformed  branch  of  the  Protestant  Church, 
ArminiuB  was  persuaded  ot  the  error  of  the  doctrine  which 
he  was  set  to  defend,  and  began  a  most  influential  movement, 
the  essential  ieature  of  which  is  the  denial  of  unconditional 
election  and  irresistible  grace.    The  Church  of  England,  at 
first  in  sympathy  with  Calvinism,  became  mostly  Arminian. 
Within  that  Church,  there  sprang  up  the  Wesleyan  movement, 
the  most  zealous,  aggressive,  and  successful  religious  movement 
on  the  Protestant  side,  since  the  age  of  the  Reformation, — 
which  had  for  one  of  its  main  characteristics  an  energetic,  not  to 
say  passionate,  protest  against  the  doctrine  of  unconditional,  per- 
sonal election.     Glancing  back  to  the  Catholic  Church,  we 
find,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the  Molinists  in  conflict  with 
the  Dominicans,  and  the  Congregatio  de  auxiliis  adjourning, 
after  years  of  fruitless  effort,  without  adjusting  the  dispute; 
the  Council  of  Trent,  unable  to  harmonize  the  two  great  par- 
ties, and  taldng  refuge  in  ambiguities ;  the  Jansenists,  in  the 
sixteenth  century  reviving  the  Augustinian^doctrinet  only  to 
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kindle  anew  the  flamee  of  an  unending  controTerey.  The  mar- 
▼elooB  Bnbtlety  of  the  great  Oaiholic  theolc^ans  from  Bellar- 
mine  to  Perrone,  has  been  exerciBed  in  defining  the  tenets  of 
the  variouB  contending  Bchoola^  on  the  relation  of  free-will  to 
f^race. 

The  advocates  of  each  of  the  two  types  of  doctrine  have  sup- 
posed themselves  to  be  standing  in  defense  of  practical  truth 
of  the  highest  consequence.  On  the  one  hand,  the  full  respon- 
sibility of  man  is  kept  prominently  in  view ;  on  the  other,  his 
fiiU  dependence  on  God.  On  the  one  hand  there  is  a  purpose 
to  take  from  the  sinner  every  excuse  for  his  rejection  of  Christ; 
on  the  other  there  is  a  purpose  to  ascribe  to  God  all  the  praise 
of  his  conversion.  Man Vneed  of  redemption,  and  his  capacity 
of  redemption,  are  both  to  be  saved.  A  moral  government 
over  free  and  accountable  beings,  the  authors  of  their  own  ac- 
tions, and  therefore  proper  subjects  of  punishment  and  reward, 
and  a  providential  government,  laying  a  foundation  for  im- 
plicit submission,  resignation,  and  confidence  under  all  events, 
and  for  unreserved  gratitude  for  the  restoration  of  the  soul 
from  sin,  must  both  be  recognized  in  a  just  and  comprehensive 
system  of  theology. 

Now  there  have  been  individuals  who,  while  seeing  that  the 
Calvinistic  doctrine  not  only  has  a  place  in  Scripture,  but  also 
in  Christian  experience,  have  not  felt  that  the  objections  which 
have  been  brought  forward  age  after  age  by  able  and  pious 
men,  and  by  powerful  sections  of  the  Church,  are  the  mere 
o&pring  of  ^^  carnal  reason."    They  have  felt  that  a  certain 
force  belongs  to  these  objections ;  that  they  embody  real  diffi- 
culties.    Under  this    conviction,  they   have  endeavored  to 
solve  them,  without  parting  with  the  essential  principles  and 
practical  interests  inseparable  from  the  system  against  whic^h 
those  objections  are  directed.    Such  a  man,  among  the  Eng- 
lish Puritans,  was  Biohard  "Baxter.     Another  of  the  same  class 
was  Dr.  Taylor.    Both  were  charged  with  deserting  the  cause 
which  they  wished  to  defend  and  to  recommend  to  serious 
men  who  regarded  it  with  aversion. 

It  is  a  curious  &ct  that  men  who  are  loud  in  their  denuncia- 
tion of  Dr.  Taylor's  system,  profess  themselves  willing  to  toler- 
ate the  extreme  Hopkinsians.  They  are  shocked  at  the  asser- 
tion of  a  power  of  contrary  choice,  but  they  can  put  up  with 
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the  doctrine  that  God  is  the  creator  of  sin  I  They  can  freely 
tolerate  propoeitiouB  which  are  not  only  denounced  by  all  the 
creeds  of  Christendom,  bat,  if  logically  carried  ont,  would 
banish  all  religion  from  the  earth.  Bat  these,  it  is  said,  are 
errors  '^  in  the  right  direction.'^  In  the  right  direction  I  That 
is,  in  the  direction  of  Spinoza  and  Hegel — ^in  the  direction  of 
an  all-devonring  Pantheism  !  Nobody  at  the  present  day  denies 
Predestination.  Buckle,  Mill,  et  id  am^  genus^  outdo  Calvin  in 
asserting  Predestination.  But  the  truth  which  is  denied  in  these 
days  is  the  Tree  and  responsible  nature  of  man  and  the  morai 
government  of  God — a  goyernment  of  law,  and  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  over  free  agents ;  the  truth  which  Dr.  Taylor  was 
so  concerned  to  rescue  from  all  assaults.  Theologians,  before 
they  cast  their  anathemas  among  their  brethren,  would  do  well 
to  attend  to  the  times  in  which  they  live,  and  to  the  peculiar 
dangers  of  the  present  generation. 

Notwithstanding  Dr.  Taylor's  aUeged  rejection  of  '^sovereign 
election,"  we  have  the  impression  that  his  preaching  involved 
more  of  it  than  the  style  of  preaching  in  vogue  among  the  old- 
school  Presbyterians.  As  far  as  we  have  had  the  opportunity 
personally  to  observe,  and  are  able  to  ascertain  from  others, 
their  preaching  to  sinners  is  very  apt  to  be  Arminian.  They 
urge, upon,  their  hearers  the  obligation  to  repmit,  and  they  en- 
counter the  objection  that  this  is  impossible  by  reminding  them 
that  there  is  '^  common  grace,"  of  which  they  are  all  partakers. 
We  have  heard  such  preaching  where  the  impression  is  left 
upon  the  hearers,  and  is  apparently  entertained  by  the  preacher 
himself,  that  they  are  endowed  with  a  gracious  ability.  The 
exhortation  borrows  its  force,  the  reply  to  thcobjector  derives 
its  point,  from  the  understanding,  on  his  part,  that  by  common 
grace  he  is  fully  delivered  from  his  natural  inability,  and  prac^ 
tically  has  his  salvation  in  his  own  hand.  SometimeB  the  in- 
ability of  the  sinner  is  urged  upon  him  as  a  reason  why  he 
should  ^^  come  Xo  Christ."  He  can  do  nothing  for  himself,  it  is 
said,  and  therefore  he  must  come  to  Christ  Yet  if  the  preacher 
were  questioned  in  private,  he  would  not  admit  in  form  the 
doctrine  which  he  has  really  taught.  In  fact,  he  has  one  doc- 
trine for  theological  uses,  sudi  as  the  examination  of  applicants 
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for  the  ministry  and  the  composition  of  polemical  Articles,  and 
another  doctrine  for  the  pulpit.  The  nnion  of  a  Calvinistic  creed 
with  Arminian  preaching  is  a  very  freqnent  occurrence. 

The  union  of  the  two  dissevered  branches  of  the  Presby- 
terian Ohnrch  will  be  a  good  thing  or  an  evil  thing,  according 
to  its  effect  in  promoting  or  weakening  the  intolerant  spirit 
which  forced  the  separation.  If  it  bring  with  it  a  catholic  tem- 
per, and  if  it  do  not  tend  to  stifle  theological  inquiry,  it  will  be 
a  great  good.'  But  if  it  result  in  bnilding  up  sectarian  walls 
to  greater  height  and  strength  and  in  reinforcing  the  party  of 
intolerance,  it  will  bring  no  advantage.  The  danger  is  that 
the  fear  of  exciting  discord,  mingled  with  the  fear  of  church 
censure,  will  lead  to  at  least  a  tacit  compliance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  more  exacting  section.  Division  is  better  than  stagna- 
tion, and  is  far  less  to  be  dreaded  than  the  tyranny  of  an  illib- 
eral dogniatism.  In  onr  age  and  country,  evangelical  Chris- 
tianity is  called  upon  to  cling  to  the  fundamental  contents  of 
the  Gospel,  but  it  must  also  tolerate  differences  in  non-essential 
points,  and  freely  concede  that  measure  of  freedom  of  opinion, 
without  which  a  healthy  life  and  progress  are  impossible.  A 
church  which  could  not  find  room  in  its  ministry  for  men  like 
Moses  Stuart,  Lyman  Beecher,  and  Albert  Barnes,  would  be, 
however  big  in  numbers,  about  the  meanest  and  narrowest  sect 
in  America.  A  sect  that  would  cast  Zwingle,  the  first  founder 
of  the  Keformed  Church,  out  of*  its  ministry !  *    It  is  antici- 

*  Zwingle,  as  is  weU  known,  denied  that  native  Titiosity  is  properly  tin,  though 
it  be  the  onifonn  occaaion  of  ain :  *'  Non  enlm  fiiemna  contra  legem.  Morbus 
ig^tar  est  proprie  et  conditio,**  etc  (Ratio  Fidei,  Niemeyer's  ed.,  pp.  20,  21.)  It 
is  troe  that  the  old  Protestant  creeds  eniphaticaUy  asserted  the  opposite  doo^ 
trine.  The  question  here  is  not  whether  they  were  right  or  wrong  in  this.  Nor 
it  the  question  what  the  feelings  of  men  were  in  regard  to  sueh  a  diiference,  in 
an  age  when,  lor  diftrenoes  no  greater  than  those  which  divided  CaWinists  from 
Lutherans,  men  were  reedy  to  bite  end  devour  one  another.  But  the  question 
is  whether  at  the  present  day,  which  has  the  credit  of  being  less  swayed  by  the 
spirit  of  exclusion,  a  man  who  believes  in  total  and  universal'  depravity,  and 
the  truths  of  redemption  is  to  be  cast  out  for  holding  an  opiuion  like  that  of 
Zwingle.  At  that  time  even,  and  in  his  case,  it  formed,  as  far  as  we  know,  no 
barrier  to  feQowahip  with  him  on  the  part  of  those,  whether  Lutheran  or  Re- 
formed,  who  held  the  contrary  doctrine. 

Objection  had  been  made  to  Zwingle's  expressions  on  the  subject  of  Original 
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pated  that  the  proposed  union  would  break  down  the  dominion 
of  the  Princeton  theology.  If  this  is  to  be  its  result,  there  will 
be  no  cause  for  regret.  We  say  this,  not  so  much  from  the 
feeling  that  the  famous  triangle — immediate  imputation,  natu- 
ral inability,  and  limited  atonement — deserves  to  be  shattered; 
but  because  the  wide  dominion  of  any  special  type  of  evan- 
gelical theology,  which  has  so  little  toleration  for  diversities  of 
opinion,  is  a  misfortune.  But  will  this  dominion,  which  is 
said  to  be  weakened,  especially  among  the  younger  men  of  the 
old-school  clergy,  be  resigned  without  an  energetic  struggle! 
And  when  a  crisis  approaches,  will  not  the  leaders  prefer  to 
make  another  division  rather  than  to  see  their  system  loee  its 
ascendency,  or  to  tolerate  in  peace  forms  of  theology  in  impor- 
tant respects  Qt  variance  with  it?  These  questions  time  alone 
can  solve. 

The  great  point  to  be  determined,  is  the  doctrinal  baais  on 
wliich  the  proposed  uiuon  shall  rest  Both  parties  profess  to 
receive  the  Westminster  Confession  ^^  as  containing  the  system 
of  doctrines  taught  in  the  Scriptures."  But  how  much  shall  be 
understood  to  be  implied  in  these  terms!  It  is  agreed  that  all 
the  propositions  contained  in  the  creed  need  not  be  believed. 
Dr.  Hodge  claims  that  the  terms  must  be  taken  to  involve  an 
assent  to  each  and  every  doctrine  essential  to  the  Calvpistic 
system.  Now,  granting  that  they  are  to  be  so  understood,  it 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  leaders  of  the 
new-school  church  considered  themselves  Calvinists,  although 
they  adopted  the  cardinal  principles  of  the  new  divinity.  It 
is,  moreover,  a  fact  now,  that  not  a  few  of  the  ministers  in  the 
new-school  body,  including  men  of  ability  and  prominence, 
profess  and  teach  the  same  obnoxious  theology,  and  still  de- 
nominate themselves  Galvinists.  Who  will  venture  to  charge 
them  with  dishonesty  ?  How  does  Dr.  Hodge  expect  to  en- 
force on  such  men  his  idea  of  the  essentials  of  Calvinism  t 
Were  not  Doctors  Cox,  Beman,  Beecher,  Barnes,  Skinner, 

Sin ;  and  this  led  him,  in  1624,  to  write  his  De  Feeeato  Originali  Deelaratio,  In 
the  form  of  a  letter,  to  Rhegiue,  (Works,  T.  IIL)  But,  with  some  inconaisten' 
eies,  his  doctrine  is  here  substantiaUy  what  it  had  been  before.  The  Conferenoe 
at  Marburg  was  In  1629 ;  so  that  the  Hatio  Jfidei,  to  which  we  refer  aboTe,  which 
was  presented  at  Angabuig  in  1680,  represents  his  mature  opinions.  He  died 
the  next  year.  ^ 
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Taylor,  as  honeBt  as  the  average  of  ministers ;  and  did  not  they 
all  consider  themselves  Calvinists  ?  Let  us  take  au  example. 
If  we  understand  Dr.  Hodge,  he  considers  the  doctrine  that 
there  is  no  sin  prior  to  consciously  wrong  choice,  to  be  an 
essential  departure  from  the  Calvinistic  system.  He  does  not 
insist  on  Ms  own  special  view,  though  he  claims  that  it  is  held 
by  the  '^  Church  Catholic ; "  but  the  doctrine  above  stated  he 
pronounces  inadmissible.  Then  what  shall  be  said  of  Stuart's 
Oommeutary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Bomans,  and  Barnes's  Com- 
mentary on  the  same  book,  which  are  received  as  sound  and 
orthodox  books  by  half  of  the  ministers  and  sabbath-school 
teachers  of  the  New  School  Church  t  If  Dr.  Hodge's  test  is 
adopted,  these  authors  ai^e  heretical  on  the  doctrine  of  Sin. 
The  ministers  who  adopt  their  teaching  on  this  subject, 
break  their  vows.  We  have  no  belief  that  Dr.  Hodge's  special 
interpretation  of  the  terms  of  subscription  can  be  made  to  pre^ 
vail.  What  is  to  prevent  men  from  interpreting  them  as  they 
have  done  heretofore  \  How  are  the  e^entials  of  Calvinism  to 
be  defined  so  that  all  shall  agree  to  the  definition  ?  * 

Every  man  who  can  read  the  signs  of  the  times  must  see  that 
the  Protestant  world  is  growing  tired  of  sectarian  Christianity, 
and  ia  yearning  for  a  more  catholic  and  fraternal  connection 

*  One  of  the  few  leading  points  of  the  New  Diyinity,  which  Dr.  Hodge  pro* 
noQnoee  inconststeot  with  CalfiniBm,  he  thns  eUtes :  '*  All  sin  oontiste  in  the 
ddiberate  violation  of  known  law.  Hence  there  can  be  no  moral  character  be* 
fore  moral  action,  and  no  moral  action  nntil  there  ie  such  a  deyelopment  of  rea- 
•on  and  eooseienoe,  at  ia  the  neoeseary  condition  of  moral  agency.  If  this  be  so, 
there  can  be  no  hereditary,  sinful  corruption  of  nature ;  and  original  sin,  in  the 
UiiTersaUy  accepted  meaning  of  that  term,  is  an  impoesibility."  Princeton  R^ 
vMw,  Jolj  1867.    The  same  thing  is  reiterated  by  Dr.  Hodge  in  various  places. 

Now,  in  1888,  Dr.  (Gardiner  Spring  published  a  IH§»eriaium  on  the  doctrine  of 
Dflpraritj,  tii  whieh  h$  mmintaUtedJwt  thsu  proponHonM  reipecting  the  nature  of 
Ma.  "  It  is  obrious,**  said  Dr.  Spring,  '*  that  sin  is  predicfkble  only  of  an  intelli* 
gent  being,  and  that  in  such  a  being  it  consists  in  the  transgression  of  law."  One 
«td  he  has  in  riew  Is  to  prove  that  infants  knowingly  and  voluntarily  transgress 
law  from  birth. 

If  it  be  a  renunciation  of  Calvinism  to  give,  this  definition  of  sin,  when  Dr. 
Taylor  gives  it,  was  it  anything  better  when  Dr.  Spring  gave  it?  Did  Dr. 
^ring,  in  giving  this  definition,  reject  an  essential  part  of  *'  the  system  of  doe- 
trine  **  set  forth  in  the  Wesminster  Confesuon  I  If  eo,  why  was  he  not  arraigned 
for  heresy!  Or  was  he  privileged  in  this  matter,  because  he  held  that  wtwd  sin 
begins  at  the  moment  of  birth,— a  proposition  which  Dr.  Hodge  himself  probably 
oontiders  absurd  t 
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among  the  diaciples  of  Christ.  If  the  anion  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  Presbyterian  Ohurch  can  be  effected  on  a  truly  catholic 
basis,  we  shall  hail  it  with  warm  satisfaction.  It  will  be  an 
event  in  consonance  with  the  prevailing  tendency  of  Christian 
minds.  It  will  be  a  blow  at  that  sect-system,  which  is  the 
scandal  of  our  Protestant  .Christianity.  We  shall  regret  the 
reanion,  only  in  case  it  serves  to  give  a  little  longer  respite  to 
that  over-d(^matic,  intolerant,  seventeenth-century  tone  of 
Protestantism,  which  exaggerated  minor  differences,  left  an 
open  way  for  the  great  Papal  reaction,  provoked  the  spirit  of 
skepticism  in  all  Protestant  countries,  and  stands  in  perpetnal 
contradiction  to  the  precepts  and  spirit  of  the  Testament. 

We  have  written  the  foregoing  pages,  not  because  we  are 
able  to  accept  all  the  solutions  of  the  high  problems  of  theology, 
which  the  New  Haven  divines  incorporated  in  their  system ; 
for  we  are  not.*  But  we  regard  the  persistent  effort  to  stig- 
matize the  New  Haven  system  by  affixing  to  it  the  epithet 
Pdagiom^  as  utterly  groundless  and  unjustifiable.  And  we 
hold  in  high  honor  the  originators  of  this  theological  system. 
Doctors  Taylor,  Fitch,  and  Goodrich  formed  together  a  corps 
of  theologians  of  whom  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  any  univer- 
sity in  Christendom  might  well  be  proud.  The  rare  and  admi- 
rable ability  which  they  displayed  in  the  discussion  of  theologi- 
cal questions  was  mingled  with  an  untiring  zeal  in  promoting 
practical  religion.  In  the  pulpit  or  the  conference  room,  as 
religious  teachers  or  counselors,  their  labors  were  abundant, 
and  were  attended  with  unsurpassed  success.  They  investi- 
gated theology,  not  so  much  to  gratify  an  intellectual  curiosity, 
as  to  arm  themselves  for  the  practical  work  of  persuading  men 
to  turn  to  God.  One  of  this  group  of  eminent  men  still  sur- 
vives ;  one  in  whom  philosophical  power,  rhetorical  felicity, 
and  poetic  feeling  are  equally  mingled,  and  whose  modest,  un- 
ambitious character  serves  to  set  in  stronger  relief  his  almost 
unrivaled  genius  as  a  theologian  and  preacher. 

*  At  a  fhtare  time,  we  may  ask  the  attention  of  onr  readers  to  a  renewed  ex- 
amination of  the  doctrine  of  Original  Sii^,  when  we  abaU  be  able  to  present  some 
▼lews  whio^  it  is  less  appropriate  in  this  place  to  bring  forward. 

Eebata.— Page  818,  line  4,  for  "  omnipoteot,"  read  benerolent ;  and  in  line  6, 
for  **  beneTolent,**  read  omnipotent 
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ABTictB  v.— TEffi  NATIONAL  DEBT,  AND  THE  OBLI- 
QATION  TO  PAT  FT. 

The  question  as  to  the  character  of  the  obligation  which  the 
United  States  assumed  by  the  bonds  issued  during  the  late  re- 
bellion, especially  those  bonds  commonly  called  "Five-Twen- 
ties," has  assumed  grave  importance.  So  long  as  the  attacks 
upon  their  credit  were  confined  to  such  cries  as  ^^  favored 
class,"  "  the  money  they  were  bought  with  is  good  enough  to  pay 
with,"  and  similar  flings,  they  did  not  merit  reply ;  but  latterly 
the  opposition  has  assumed  more  of  the  form  of  argument,  and 
8nch  men  as  Thomas  Ewing,  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  a  lawyer  of  no  small  ability,  has  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  these  bonds  could  be  rightfully  paid 
in  the  irredeemable  notes  of  the  Government,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Senate  committee  on  finance  lends  the  weight  of 
his  personal  character  and  his  official  place  to  the  same  con- 
Btraction  of  the  obligation  assumed  by  the  United  States. 

We  propose  to  examine  the  question  carefully  by  a  reference 
to  the  bonds  themselves,  and  the  legislation  and  other  circum- 
stances which  may  serve  to  throw  light  upon  it. 

By  the  reading  of  the  bonds,  it  appears  that  the  United 
States  promises  to  pay  to  the  holder,  twenty  years  from  date, 
the  amount  specified  in  the  bond,  reserving  however  the  right 
to  pay  the  amount  at  any  time  after  five  years,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  in  coin.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  obvious  meaning  of  this  promise  to 
pay,  for  payment  can  strictly  be  made  in  nothing  but  coin.  A 
/man  may  receive  in  satisfaction  of  his  debt  a  note  promising 
to  pay  it  at  some  future  time,  he  may  accept  lands  or  goods  in 
compromise,  but  payment  ex  vi  termini  implies  the  use  of  gold 
or  silver  or  its  equivalent.  There  is  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  point  among  writers  on  finance.  No  nation  has  at- 
tempted anything  different  from  this  without  incurring  re- 
proach and  dishonor.    Until  quite  recently  this  has  been  the 
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opinion  and  it  has  always  been  the  practice  in  this  country. 
All  the  bonds  which  the  United  States  have  issued  before  these, 
which  have  reached  maturity,  have  been  paid  in  coin.  If  these 
bonds  had  been  issued  twenty  years  ago,  they  Would  now  have 
beez^  paid  in  coin,  for  the  United  States  is  this  year  paying 
bonds  in  coin  which  were  issued  in  1848,  promising  to  pay  a 
certain  number  of  dollars  in  twenty  years  from  their  date,  in 
the  same  form  of  language  as  these  bonds  now  in  dispute.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  the 
language  of  the  bonds  is,  as  we  claim,  that  the  bonds  should  be 
paid  in  coin.  Does  anything  appear,  upon  a  more  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  bonds,  to  change  this  meaning?  It  is  argued 
that  because  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  interest  is  especially 
mentioned,  and  nothing  is  said  of  the  mode  of  payment  of 
the  principal,  the  United  States  may  require  the  holder  of  a 
bond  to  exchange  it  tor  anything  they  choose  to  give. 

It  seems  to  us,  that  the  presumption  would  rather  be  that 
the  option  in  the  mode  of  payment  is  with  the  holder  of  the 
obligation,  and  not  with  the  maker.  The  obligor,  as-  a  matter 
of  course,  inserts  in^his  obligation  all  the  favorable  conditions 
of  which  he  chooses  to  avail  himself  and  his  absolute  uncon- 
ditional promise  stands  for  the  beneiit  of  the  holder  of  the 
obligation.  A  bond  is  construed  most  strongly  against  the 
maker.  There  was  moreover  a  good  reason,  as  any  one  who 
can  remember  six  years  well  knows,  why  this  special  mention 
was  made  of  the  mode  of  paying  the  interest  The  nation  was 
engaged  in  a  struggle  which  called  for  the  expenditure  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  daily.  The  treasury  of  the  nation  was  almost 
bankrupt,  and  the  opinion  was  already  prevalent  that  the  war 
could  only  be  successfully  conducted  by  a  resort  to  paper 
issues.  The  same  act  which  authorized  the  issue  of  these 
bonds,  authorized  the  issue  of  paper  currency,  of  promises  to 
pay  which  the  treasury  had  no  present  ability  to  redeem. 
The  United  States  believed  that  in  twenty  years,  perhaps  in 
five,  they  would^have  the  ability  to  pay  their  debt  in  full ;  bnt 
they  assured  the  world  that  in  the  meantime,  notwithstanding 
this  issue  of  paper  money,  the  interest  should  be  paid  in  coin. 
The  clause  was  inserted  not  to  take  away  from  the  force  of  the 
obligation,  but  to  give  it  strength,  by  the  assurance  that,  even 
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in  the  time  of  InBolvency,  this  debt,  with  its  incident  tb%  semi- 
annual interest,  shonld  be  paid. 

Another  portion  of  the  bond  confirms  onr  view  of  its  obli- 
gation— ^that  portion  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  or  at  any  time  after  five  years,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  United  States.  Why  was  this  right  to  pay 
at  any  time  between  five  and  twenty  years  reserved  ?  If  the 
intention  was  to  pay  the  bonds,  it  is  easy  to  understand  that 
the  United  States  might  desire  to  choose  the  earliest  time  when 
they  were  able  to  pay,  either  irom  accumulated  resources,  or  by 
borrowing  so  much  money  as  they  might  need  at  a  lower  rate 
of  interest ;  but  if  the  design  was  to  give  in  exchange  for  the 
bonds  only  other  promises  to  pay,  and  these  bearing  no  inter* 
est,  with  the  confession  that  these  eubstituted  promises  could 
not  be  fulfilled,  the  clause  which  gives  the  United  States  this 
option  seems  to  have  no  meaning.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  bonds  were  issued  at  all.  The  United 
States  might  at  once  have  issued  their  irredeemable  promises 
on  demand  without  interest,  and  omitted  the  idle  ceremony  of 
issuing  bonds. 

We  have  thus  examined  the  bonds  themselves,  and  are 
strengthened  in  the  opinion  that  the  United  States  can  right- 
fully pay  them  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  next  point'to  which  we  turn  onr  attention  is  the  act  of 
Congress  by  which  the  bonds  were  authorized,  and  under  which 
they  were  issued.  It  bears  date  February  25, 1862,  and  is  en- 
titled *^  An  Act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  United  States  notes, 
and  for  the  funding  or  redemption  thereof,  and  for  funding  the 
floating  debt  of  the  United  States."  The  title  of  the  act  cor- 
rectly conveys  the  meaning  of  its  text.  It  provides  for  the 
issue  of  $150,000,000  of  demand  Tiotes,  bearing  no  interest, 
wbieh  shonld  be  receivable  for  all  dues  to  the  United  States, 
except  duties  on  imports,  and  for  all  demands  against  the  United 
States  except  interest  upon  bonds  and  notes,  which  shall  be  paid 
in  coin.  The  act  then  authorizes  the  issue  of  the  bonds  now  un- 
der discussion,  to  the  extent  of  $500,000,000,  and  provides  for 
the  funding  of  the  demand  notes  just  mentioned  into  these 
bonds.  The  bill  further  provides  that  all  duties  on  imported 
goods  shall  be  paid  in  coin,  and  the  coin  so  paid  shall  be  set 
apart  as  a  special  fund  and  applied,  Ist,  To  the  payment  of  in- 
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terest  on  the  bonds  and  notes  of  the  United  States.  2d,  To 
the  parcbase  or  payment  of  one  per  cent  of  the  entire  debt  of 
the  United  States,  in  each  fiscal  year,  after  July  Ist,  1862, 
which  amount  is  to  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund.  3d,  Any 
surplns  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

We  are  told  that  by  this  act  the  United  States  instituted  a 
new  way  of  paying  debts,  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  all 
demands  against  them  would  hereafter  be  paid  in  the  irre- 
deemable notes  authorized  by  this  act,  and  that  this  was  a  no- 
tice to  all  purchasers  that  these  bonds,  whose  issue  was  now  au- 
thorized, would  at  maturity  be  exchanged  for  the  notes  which 
this  act  made  a  legal  tender.  We  do  not  propose  to  discuss 
the  constitutionality  or  the  expediency  of  this  legal  tender  pro- 
vision. It  is  in  itself  a  confession  of  insolvency,  of  inability 
to  pay.  Its  justification  rests  not  on  legal  grounds,  but  if  it 
can  be  justified  at  all,  on  that  vital  necessity  which  is  above 
law,  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  life  of  the  nation,  which 
could  be  preserved  in  no  other  way.  The  government  had  not 
the  means  needed  for  carrying  on  the  war,  which  was  now 
reaching  colossal  proportions,  and  demanding  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  This  legislation  was  an  attempt  to  meet  the 
emergeney.  It  proposed  a  loan  of  $500,000,000,  and  provided 
a  means  of  enabling  the  people  to  take  the  loan  by  authorizing 
the  issue  of  the  demand  notes  of  the  governinent  to  furnish  a 
currency  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  no  necessity  for  coupling  the  two  issues  in  one  act, 
as  there  was  no  necessary  connection  between  the  two  kinds  of 
obligation.  The  legal  tender  notes  might  be  circulated  with- 
out the  issue  of  any  bonds  ;  the  bonds  might  be  sold,  if  there 
was  a  circulating  medium  sufficient,  without  the  issue  of  legal 
tender  notes.  Indeed,  the  fact  is  indisputable  that  several  mil- 
lions of  bonds  were  sold  before  any  legal  tender  notes  were 
issued.  There  was,  however,  a  reason  for  embracing  these  t>^o 
plans  in  one  act  of  Congress.  What  was  the  reason  ?  It  was 
certainly  not  to  provide  means  for  the  redemption  of  the  bonds. 
The  title  of  the  act  shows  that  the  intention  was  that  the  notes 
should  be  redeemed  or  funded  by  the  bonds.  The  language  of 
the  text  expresses  the  same  intention,  declaring  in  express 
words  that  the  legal  tender  notes  would  be  exchanged  for 
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bonds.  Conferees  in  its  wisdom  had  decided  that  a  resort  to 
paper  issnes  was  neoessarj,  and  provided  for  the  oTentoal  with« 
drawal  of  these  iasaes  from  circulation,  not  bj  their  payment, 
bat  by  exchanging  bonds  for  them,  and  in  the  same  act  di- 
rected the  issae  of  the  bonds  to  be  offered  in  exchange.  They 
evidently  did  not  intend  that  paper  should  be  hereafter  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country.  They  did  not  authorize  its 
issue  without  providing  for  its  retirement.  The  act  itself  shows, 
in  its  very  form  and  language,  that  Congress  regarded  this 
issue  o^  paper  money  as  having  only  a  transitory  character, 
and  as  designed  only  for  a  temporary  purpose.  How  absurd 
to  claim  now  that  the  meaning  of  the  law  is  jost  the  reverse. 
That  the  traiAitory  should  become  the  permanent,  the  means 
the  result ;  that  the  provision  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  paper 
money  by  the  issue  of  bonds  should  be  interpreted  to  allow 
the  withdrawal  of  the  bonds  by  the  reissoe  of  paper  money. 

Again,  the  amount  of  legal  tenders,  which  by  the  act  is  ex- 
pressly limited  to  $150,000,000,  is  utterly  inadequate  to  pay 
$500,000,000.  A  small  fund  without  the  power  of  accumula- 
tion cannot  pay  a  fund  more  than. three  times  as  large.  A 
sinking  fund  might  be  provided  of  a  small  amount,  which 
with  its  accumulations  would  in  the  course  of  time  pay  the 
largest  debt.  But  why  provide  a  non-accumulating  fund  for 
the  payment  of  a  debt  just  created,  and  having  twenty  years 
to  run  before  maturity  ?  The  reason  was  widely  different.  It 
was  a  scheme  for  selling  the  bonds,  not  for  paying  them,  as  the 
act  expressly  provides  that  these  notes  may  be  exchanged  for 
bonds.  The  scheme  of  issuing  paper  money  was  not  original 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — ^it  was  not  first  devised  in 
this  country  ;  the  same  thing  had  been  don^  before  by  other 
treasury  officers  in  other  countries  and  in  other  ages.  It  was 
the  old  scheme  of  raising  nominal  values  by  inflating  the  vol- 
ume of  the  circulating  medium,  and  of  making  the  bonds  ap- 
pear more  valuable  by  the  superabundance  and  consequent  in- 
ferior value  of  the  medium  by  which  they  were  purchasable. 
If  Congress  had  stopped  with  this  issue  of  paper  money,  all 
might  have  been  well ;  but  the  exigencies  of  war  were  great, 
and  paper  money  was  so  easily  made,  that  the  temptation  could 
not  be  resisted,  and  the  amount  authorized  by  this  act  was  sub- 
sequently doubled,  and  even  trebled.    Hence  all  our  woes. 
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Not  only  does  it  not  appear  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
Oongress  to  pay  these  bonds  in  paper  money,  bnt,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  mode  of  payment  of  the  bonds  was  expressly  provi- 
ded. Coin  only  could  be  received  for  duties  on  imported 
goods,  and  this  coin  was  specially  set  aside  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  these  bonds,  and  to  establish  a  sinking  fand  of 
one  per  cent,  per  annnm  of  the  entire  debt.  If  we  look  then 
at  the  act  of  Oongress  under  which  the  bonds  were  issued,  is  it 
not  evident  that  their  payment  in  coin  was  contemplated  and 
provided  for.  It  is  true  that  the  act  declares  that  the  notes,  to 
be  issued  under  it,  should  be  legal  tenders  for  all  debts  dne 
from  the  United  States,  but  it  is  clear  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  include  these  bonds  under  the  general  phrase  ***  debt,"  for  a 
special  provision  was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  in 
coin  by  a  sinking  fund.  The  legal  tender  issue  was  intended 
and  expected  to  be  temporary  only,  while  the  bond  issne 
might  not  be  paid  for  twenty  years,  when  the  country  would 
have  the  ability  to  pay  in  coin. 

It  is  sometimes  ai^ed  as  if  this  act  of  Congress  ignored  the 
distinction  between  gold  and  government  paper  money.  The 
reverse  of  this  has  been  shown  to  be  the  case.  The  first  part 
of  the  act  provides  for  the  issue  of  paper  which  might  answer 
a  temporary  purpose,  the  latter  part  directs  the  issue  of  bonds 
the  payment  of  which  in  gold  was  provided  for.  The  distinc- 
tion between  gold  and  government  paper  is  not  confined  to 
this  act ;  it  has  been  repeatedly  recognized  by  Congress.  That 
body  indeed  has  never  yet  enacted  the  folly  of  declaring  an 
irredeemable  promise  of  the  government  equal  to  gold  and 
silver.  At  different  times  Congress  has  passed  laws  at  vari- 
ance with  the  idea  that  coin  and  legal  tender  notes  are  of  equal 
value.    They  have  by  different  enactments  declared  : 

1.  ^^  United  States  notes  shcM  he  received  the  same  as  ooin, 
<U  their  par  val^e.^^    They  are  not  its  equivalent. 

2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  ^^pttrehase  coin  at  sttch 
rates'a^  upon  such  terms  as  he  may  judge  most  ad  vantageons." 
The  value  of  legal  tenders  is  variable. 

8.  The  Secretary  may  exchange  the  second  issue  of  legal 
tenders  for  bonds  on  euoh  terms  as  he  m>ay  deem  for  the  public 
interest. 
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4.  The  expreflflionB  **  lawful  money/'  "  par  value,"  "  face 
valae  "  are  repeated  in  other  laws.  The  intrinsie  value  of  coin 
is  thus  implied. 

5.  On  the  17th  June,  18B4,  it  was  declared  unlawful  to  make 
any  loan  of  money  not  in  coin  to  be  repaid  in  coin ;  or  to 
make  any  loan  in  coin  to  be  repaid  by  currency  other  than 
coin. 

We  may  add  to  the  considerations  already  presented,  the 
repeated  declarations  6f  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  the 
statements  in  CJongress  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Finance 
Committees,  the  positive  assurances  of  the  government  agents 
through  whom  tlie  bonds  were  negotiated,  and  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  any  claim  at  the  time  these  bonds  were  negotiated 
that  they  could  be  paid  in  anything  else  than  coin.  All  these 
form  part  of  the  res  gestm  and  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  proper  construction  of  the  obligation  of  the  United  States. 

In  fourteen  years  the  first  issue  of  these  bonds  must  be  paid. 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  without  gross  mismanagement  the 
present  paper  issues  of  the  Government  will  continue  to  take 
the  place^of  gold  and  silver  for  so  long  a  time?  Why  then  is 
this  question  of  the  medium  of  payment  fourteen  years  hence 
raised  at  the  present  time  ?  It  can  be  for  no  honest  purpose ; 
it  is  the  charlatanry  of  demagogues,  the  trick  of  politicians, — 
let  it  be  frowned  upon  and  rebuked  with  the  indignation  of 
all  reflecting  and  candid  men. 

Has  the  United  States  the  ability  to  pay  this  debt  ? 

That  the  interest  can  be  paid  has  been  shown  by  the  ex- 
perience of  several  years.  Notwithstanding  the  imperfections 
and  unequal  working  of  the  revenue  laws,  more  than  sufficient 
has  been  received  by  tiie  United  States  to  meet  the  accruing 
interest,  and  it  is  clearly  shown  by  Commissioner  Wells,  in  his 
«ble  report  on  the  subject,  that  these  laws  may  be  so  amended 
as  to  relieve  industry,  and  still  yield  sufficient  revenue  for  all 
purposes.  It  is  manifest  by  his  showing  that,  without  oppress- 
ing the  business  of  the  country,  a  sinking  fund  also  can  be  es- 
tablished, which  will  slowly  but  surely  liquidate  the  debt.  We 
will  not  reproduce  his  statements  and  arguments.  But  con- 
sidering the  present  ability  of  the  country  to  pay  the  interest 
established,  we  shall  adduce  a  few  facts  which  show  the  great 
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increase  in  material  wealth  in  the  Nortliern  StateB,  tending  to 
prov^e  that  the  ability  to  pay  this  debt  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  must  be  sufficient. 

No  census  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  has  been  taken  since 
1860,  so  that  we  cannot  compare  the  statistics  of  production 
of  that  year  with  later  years.  Such  miscellaneous  statistics  as 
have  been  hastily  gathered  from  the  large  mass  which  might 
be  collected,  only  are  given.  We  are  not  able  always  to  com- 
pare the  same  years,  but  the  evidence  is  sufficiently  strong. 

THE  PBODUCnON  OF  OBAIN. 

In  1860  there  were  forwarded  from  Chicago,  81,108,769  btuheto  of  grain. 

"  186S  "  "  s           ••            54,741,68» 

**  1860  "  "         Mlwaukee,  16,710,580 

"  1868  "  "                   "          16,992,886               " 

•'I860  "  "        Green  Bay,       860,082     " 

«  1868  ••  «'                  "            1,288,790 

"  1860  "  "                Toledo^  14.860,861 

"  1868  "  "                      •'      21,667,968              " 

"1860  "  *'               Buflalo,  87,089,461 

•'  1868  *'  **                    "        64,786.610              " 

The  same  general  fact  is  true  of  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  St. 
Louis,  and  other  centres  of  the  grain  trade.  The  increase  in 
the  production  of  beef,  pork,  petroleum,  coal,  and  ore,  is  even 
in  greater  ratio  than  that  of  grain.  The  product  of  the  Lake 
Superior  mines  has  increased  more  than  tenfold  since  1860. 

The  number  of  tons  of  freight  transported  on  the  leading 
railways  of  the  country  afibrds  an  indication  of  the  increased 
production  of  the  country.  We  annex  some  statistics  of  t\m 
class. 

In  1860  on  the  Erie  Railway  were  transported  1,189,664  tons  freight 

'*  1866                 "             «            •*            ••  2,284,849             " 

"  1860  on  the  New  York  Canals,           '•  4,660,214            «* 

"1866      »'             "                "                 "  6.776,220 

"  1860  on  the  New  York  Central  R.  R.,  *<  1 ,028,1 88            ** 

•*  1866      "             '«                  "               "  1,276,299            " 

"1860ontheHDdBonB.R.RaUroad,    "  870,098 

••  1866      "               "                "                "  491,860 

"  1860  on  the  N.  Y.  4k  N.  Haren  KK    "  78,691            " 

"  1866      "              **                «*                '«  107,818            ** 

"  1860  on  the  Penn.  Central  R.  Road,     *'  1,846,626 

**1866      "               "                "                "  2,798,810 
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In  I860  00  di«W«stMB(IfaM.)K.K.  were  tmwpOTtod  605,649  tons  froght 


«1865      « 

M 

968,764 

*'  1861-8  on  the  Ifieh.  Soathern  R.  R., 

« 

462,708 

•*  186fr^       "                   a               « 

«< 

669,84l> 

^  1860  on  the  Centnl  K  R.  of  New  Jer- 

Btj,  (Oonl  omiUed), 

•i 

206,788 

"1866      " 

« 

892,660 

"*  1860  on  the  Illinoia  Centrel  R.  Roed, 

«• 

690,84S 

««1866      «                "                " 

M 

1,064,846 

•'  1862  on  the  Mlehigen  Central  R.  R. 

M 

1,669,061 

"1866      '• 

w 

2,206,692 

The  yalne  of  domestic  productions  exported  from  the  port 
of  New  York  in  1863,  was  $149,179,591 ;  in  1867,  it  was 
$178,210,409.  These  valnes  represent  the  surplus  products 
which  were  sold  to  foreign  countries.  The  aggregate  of  the  do- 
mestic exports  from  all  the  Northern  ports  is  larger  tlian  the 
domestic  exports  of  the  whole  country,  including  cotton,  before 
the  rebellion.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  belieye,  that  with  the 
Southern  States  restored  to  a  condition  of  prosperity,  and 
yielding  their  fair  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  our 
ability  to  pay  will  be  so  much  increased,  that  the  debt  may  be 
liquidated  without  oppressive  taxation. 

Another  question  remains  to  be  briefly  considered.  In  what 
way  can  specie  payments  be  restored  ?  The  United  States  is 
in  the  situation  of  a  man  who  has  engaged  in  an  enterprise 
which,  he  believes,  will  in  the  end  be  profitable,  but  which 
requires  a  long  time  for  this  resi^It.  The  payment  of  his  debt 
is  pressing  upon  him  now,  and  he  has  not  the  present  ability 
to  pay.  A  large  portion  of  his  property  is  unproductive  or 
yields  only  a  partial  return,  and  is  not  saleable.  He  has  only 
one  course  to  pursue,  namely,  to  obtaiT\^  the  consent  of  his 
creditors  to  postpone  the  payment  of  his  indebtedness  to  such 
a  time  as  he  may  expect  to  earn  money  to  pay  it ;  and  then  by 
the  practice  of  rigid  economy,  and  by  strenuous  efforts  to  ren- 
der his  property  productive,  he  will  in  time  succeed  in  acquir- 
ing the  means  of  extinguishing  his  indebtedness.  The  United 
States  engaged  in  the  great  enterprise  of  subduing  the  re- 
bellion, an  enterprise  of  great  prospective  profit,  but  the  profit 
can  be  fully  secured  only  in  future  years,  through  the  increased 
peace  and  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  country. 
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The  first  atep  to  be  taken  is  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  the  in- 
debtedness which  is  presently  payable,  bat  which  there  are  not 
sufficient  present  means  to  pay.  This  indebtedness  consists  .of 
the  '^  seven-thirty "  notes,  the  compound  interest  notes,  the 
three  per  cent,  certificates,  the  demand  notes,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  $700,000,000,  now  due  or  presently  to  be- 
come due.  This  amount  cannot  be  at  once  paid.  This  debt 
did  not  originate  in  any  transaction  bj  which  the  United 
States  received  any  immediate  available  me&ns  with  which  to 
make  payment.  It  represents  rather  what  it  has  lost  than 
what  it  has  gained,  as  in  the  case  of  a  merchant  who  has  given 
his  notes  for  goods  which  have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It 
must  then  be  funded  in  bonds  having  a  period  of  years  before 
payment  can  be  demanded.  Then  by  economy  in  all  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  and  by  a  judicious  development  of 
the  resources  of  the  country,  the  nation  may  in  a  few  years  be 
in  a  position  to  pay  all  its  indebtedness.  To  exchange  an  in- 
debtedness which  is  not  yet  payable,  into  that  which  requires 
immediate  payment,  without  the  means  to  pay  it,  is  suicidal 
The  circulating  medium  of  the  country  is  already  too  large, 
and  the  issue  of  $2,000,000,000  more  of  government  notes 
to  enter  into  the  currency  of  the  nation  would  be  disastrous 
in  the  extreme.  If  the  government  cannot  pay  $700,000,000 
how  can  it  pay  $2,700,000,000? 

While  we  insist  that  relief  must  be  obtained  by  funding  the 
pressing  indebtedness  of  the  government,  we  are  not  unmind- 
ful of  the  fact,  that  a  large  part  of  this  debt  enters  into  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country,  which  ought  not  to  be 
unreasonably  disturbed.  The  considerations  which  have  been 
adduced  in  a  previous  part  of  this  Article,  to  show  the  in- 
creased traffic  of  the  country,  seem  also  to  indicate  that  a 
larger  amount  of  circulating  medium  is  now  needed  than  was 
required  by  the  traffic  of  the  year  I860.  It  cannot  be  possible, 
however,  that  the  business  of  the  country  requires  three  times 
as  much  as  it  did  then.  Grant  that  high  prices  require  larger 
capital  and  larger  profits  on  the  investment  of  capital,  and 
that  the  business  of  the  country  has  increased  fifty  or  even  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  the  amount  of  paper  now  in  use  is  much 
too  large.    As  an  evidence  of  this  look  at  the  price  of  unskilled 
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labor,  perhaps  as  good  a  standard  as  any  of  the  condition  of 
an  irredeemable  circnlating  medium,  because  as  it  represents 
the.  actual  cost  of  living  to  a  common  laboring  man,  it  is  the 
resultant  of  .the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Look  at  the 
enormous  combinations  for  speculation  in  everything  that  can  ' 
be  bought  and  sold,  the  ease  with  which  money  is  borrowed 
to  monopolize  the  markets  even  in  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
no  doubt  can  remain  that  there  is  vastly  more  paper  money 
in  the  TJnit^  States,  than  is  needed  in  a  healthful  state  of 
things. 

Let  the  floating  debt  be  funded  and  let  the  government 
b^n  to  prepare  for  the  payment  of  what  it  owes,  by  strict 
economy  and  by  so  adjusting  the  imports  and  taxes  as  to  re- 
lieve those  branches  of  industry  which  are  now  overburdened 
with  taxation,  and  increase  the  productiveness  of  the  country 
by  encouraging  the  various  branches  of  industry.  In  this  way 
only  can  tbe  amount  of  the  debt  be  earned,  and  it  must  be 
earned,  if  it  is  to  be  pai^d.  That  this  young  and  vigorous 
nation  can.  and  will,  in  a  comparatively  few  years,  with  its 
rapidly  incsreasing  population  and  'productive  ability,  pay  the 
indebtedness  which  seems  so  large,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any 
one  who  examines  the  facts. 
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Article  VL— IMPEACHMENT  AND  MILITARY  GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

Thb  Oit  j  of  Washington  presents  at  this  time  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  of  two  trials,  both  of  thetn  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  one,  the  grand  inqaest 
of  the  nation,  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  behalf  of  the 
people,  has  brought  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
xduring  the  term  of  his  office  has  greater  power  and  influence 
than  the  Qaeen  of  England,  before  tlie  Chief  Jnstice  of  the 
Sapreme  Oonrt  and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  constitut- 
ing the  most  angast  tribunal  authorized  bj  the  Constitution, 
on  the  charge  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors. In  the  other,  counsel  of  the  highest  reputation 
and  ability  are  arguing  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  the  question,  whether  the  act  of  Congress,  es- 
tablishing a  military  government  in  the  States  which  engaged 
in  the  rebellion,  is  constitutional  or  not.  So  the  President  and 
Congress  are  both  oh  trial.  The  result  will  be  looked  for  with 
eager  eyes,  by  the  people  both  of  this  and  of  foreign  nations. 
One  great  benefit  may  be  safely  anticipated.  It  will  be  proved 
beyond  question  that  a  republican  is  the  most  permanent  form 
of  government.  It  contains  within  itself  the  elements  of  chan^, 
with  self-preservation ;  while,  in  despotic  monarchies,  the 
superincumbent  weight  of  a  vast  combination  of  privileged 
orders,  compacted  into  a  solid  mass  by  the  growth  of- time  and 
the  force  of  prejudice,  will  almost  surely  compress  in  the  great 
mass  below  the  smothered  fires  of  a  conscious  sense  of  wrong 
and  injustice,  till  they  will  finally  burst  the  bonds  of  society 
with  volcanic  force,  and  scatter  the  whole  in  broken  fragments. 
In  such  a  republic  as  ours  there  is  a  safety  valve,  which  will 
allow  the  vital  parts  of  the  body  politic  to  act  and  react  with 
fearful  energy,  and  yet,  the  extremities  will  scarcely  feel  a 
pulsation. 

The  chief  interest,  at  present,  centers  upon  the  impeachment 
trial.  The  high  standing  of  the  accused,  the  known  ability  and 
persevering  energy  of  the  accusers,  the  high   dignity  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Impeachment.  361 

character  of  the  court,  and  the  sweeping  change  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  government  which  will  be  sure  to  follow  a 
conviction  of  the  accused,  naturally  absorb  the  attention  not 
only  of  politicians  at  Washington,  bnt  of  the  freemen  of  the 
whole  conn  try. 

It  is  difiScnIt  to  conceive  how  the  President  can  hope  for  an 
acqnittal,  even  on  the  supposition  thai  the  minds  of  the  Sena- 
tors are,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be,  free  from  party 
prejudice,  and  from  the  influence  of  previous  action  npon  the 
questions  involved. 

Most  of  the  acts  with  which  he  Is  charged  will  doubtless  be 
admitted  by  his  counsel.  The  rest  they  must  know  can  be 
estabh'shed  by  overwhelmin^j^  proof.  The  questions  really  to 
be  decided  therefore  are  solely  questions  of  constitutional  law. 

The  President  has  purposely  refused 'to  execute  or  be  govern- 
ed by  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  Congress,  which  in  terms 
explicitly  enacts  that  such  acts  shall  be  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors. The  flimsy  pretext,  that  there  is  a  distinction 
between  an  appointment  by  the  President  himself,  and  the 
recognition  of  an  appointment  made  by  his  predecessor,  is  un- 
worthy of  a  refutation.  If  it  should  he  objected  that  Congress 
cannot,  by  mere  enactment,  make  an  act  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor  which  is  not  in  its  nature  a  crime,  this  is^  undoubted- 
ly true,  otherwise  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  Congress,  by 
declaring  innocent  acts  crimes,  to  deprive  the  President  of 
all  his  powers.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  true,  that 
Congress  can  provide  for  the  punishment  of  acts  against  the 
General  Government  which  are  intrinsically  wrong,  although 
previously  not  punishable. 

On  this  impeachment  no  difficulty  can  arise  from  this  source. 
Maladministration  of  an  officer  has  always  been  regarded  as 
an  impeachable  offense,  whether  indictable  as  a  crime  or  not. 
It  is,  of  all  acts,  the  one  which  especially  requires  for  its 
remedy  impeachment.  A  Pfesident  may  be  guilty  of  many 
indictable  offenses,  such  as  affrays  and  other  breaches  of  the 
peace,  without  destroying  public  confidence  in  him  as  au 
executive  officer.  On  the  other  hand,  imbecility,  inaction,,  or 
gross  party  spirit,  though  not  indictable,  would  in  him  be 
highly  detrimental,  if  not  fatal  to  the  Welfare  of  the  nation. 

vou  xxvn,  24 
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According  to  the  views  of  thoee  who  hold  that  it  is  Deeessary 
•  to  impeachment^  that  the  accused  should  be  guilty  of  an  in- 
dictable offense^  the  head  of  the  nation  may  be  a  blockhead, 
a  dotard,  a  debauchee,  a  knave,  or  even  a  traitor  in  feeling, 
and  the  people  have  no  remedy,  until  his  four  years  have 
expired.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  authors  of 
the  constitution  with  reverence,  but  according,  to  this  doc- 
trine, they  were  the  veriest  imbeciles,  unable  to  comprehend 
one  of  the  necessary  requisites  of  a  good  constitution.  Such 
a  doctrine  has  no  support  from  precedents  or  authority. 
Blackstone,  speaking  of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  says, 
*'  It  may  happen  that  a  subject  intrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  may  infringe  the  rights  qf  the  people^  and 
be  guilty  of  such  crimes  as  the  ordinary  magistrate  either 
does  not  or  cannot  punish^'^*  clearly  implying  that  an  officer 
may  be  impeached  for  an  act  which  is  not  indictable.  Again, 
when  treating  of  misprisions,  he  says :  ^^  II.  Misprisions,  which 
are  merely  positive,  are  generally  denominated  contempts  or 
high  misdemeanors,  of  which  the  first  and  principal  is  the 
m^aladminietration  of  such  high  officers  as  are  in  public  tmst 
and  employment.  This  is  usually  punished  by  the  method. of 
parliamentary  impeachment,  wherein  such  penalties,  short  of 
death,  are  inflicted  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House  of  Peers 
shall  deem  proper ;  consisting  usually  of  banishment,  imprison- 
ment, fines,  or  perpetual  disability."  f  This  is  a  direct  autho- 
rity that,  at  common  lawy  maladminietration  of  an  office  may 
be  a  high  misdemeanor,  although  the  punishment  need  only  be 
perpetual  disability.  Impeachments  have  made  charges  of 
this  kind  for  centuries,  showing  what  has  been  the  general 
sentiment  on  the  subject.  How  it  was  possible  for  Judge  Wil- 
son of  Iowa,  in  the  face  of  these  authorities,  and  of  tlie  con- 
curring ,  views  of  Kent,  Story,  Sawle,  Curtis,  and  other  authors, 
to  adhere  with  such  tenacity  to  such  a  narrow,  illiberal,  techni- 
cal, and  impracticable  doctrine  as  he  advocates,  is  one  of  the 
mysterious  incongruities  which  are  sometimes  seen  in  men 
otherwise  able. 
It  has  been  su^ested  that  the  President  can  shield  himself 

*  4  Bl.  Oomm.,  260.  f  4  BL  Comm.,  121. 
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on  the  ground  tliat  his  viewB,  though  erroneous,  were  honest. 
This  fact,  if  true,  will  not  protect  him.  The  law  will  not 
tolerate  the  absardity,  that  an  illegal  act  may  be  done  from 
a  lawful  motive.  Men  are  bonnd  not  only  to  know  bat  to 
understand  the  Constitution.  A  father  cannot  kill  his  child 
and  then  defend  himself  on  the  gronnd  that  it  was  an  act  of 
mercy,  and  done  therefore  in  kindness ;  neither  can  he  plead 
ancceesfally  that  he  supposed  the  old  Eoman  law,  giving  to  a 
father  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  his  children,  is  the  law 
of  our  land. 

The  inquiry  is  sometimes  made,  Has  not  the  President  the 
right  to  judge  for  himself  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  a  law  ? 
Certainly  he  has,  and  so  has  every  one  else,  fiat  every  man 
muBt  do  it  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  take  the  consequences 
of  a  mistake. 

The  President  will  find  on  the  trial  that  it  is  of  no  consequence 
what  he  thinks  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  on  which  he 
is  tried.  What  he  has  now  a  particular  interest  in  is  what  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  of  Impeachment  will  be ;  and  if  they 
decide  that  the  law  is  constitutional,  it  will  make  no  difference 
what  his  opinion  is,  or  whether  it -is  right  or  wrong. 

It  has  been  urged  again  that  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ought  to  be  taken.  The  Supreme  Court  cannot  possibly 
be  applied  to,  to  decide  what  is  a  high  crime  or  misdemeanor 
on  an  impeachment.  Besides,  the  Court  of  Impeachment  is 
the  Supreme  Court  on  this  question,  and  if  either  should  fol- 
low the  decision  of  the  other,  the  Supreme  Court  ought  to  be 
governed  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Therie  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  deposition  of  the  President^ 
at  the  present  juncture,  whether  constitutional  or  not,  ought  ta 
be  hailed  with  joy.  The  country  has  for  two  years  experienced 
the  bitter  fruits  of  having  the  President  and  Congress  antago- 
nistic to  each  other.  Harmony  between  these  two  depart- 
ments of  the  government  would  undoubtedly  restore  confi- 
dence, peace,  and  prosperity. 

The  question  which  is  now  pending  before  the  Supreme 
Gonrtf  in  the  McArdle  case,  occupies  less  of  the  public  atten- 
tion, but  the  decision    may  involve  much  more  momentous 
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consequences  than  that  in  the  impeachment  case.  The  latter 
wonld  probably  hold  the  reconstraction  of  the  rebel  States  in 
the  same  uncertain  and  disastrous  condition  in  which  it  has  been 
for  the  last  year.  The  former  may  strike  a  death-blow  to  every- 
thing that  has  been  done  to  restore  those  States,  and  render 
the  officers  and  their  agents,  who  have  attempted  to  carry  into 
eifect  the  laws  of  Congress,  liable  to  be  sued  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars. 

The  question  involved  is,  whether  the  military  govern menta 
established  by  the  law  of  Congress  in  the  rebel  States  are  con- 
stitutional or  not.  The  claims  against  their  constitutionality  are 
probably  presented  in  as  distinct  and  forcible  a  manner  in  the 
argument  lately  addressed  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  Hon.  D. 
D.  Field,  of  New  York,  in  the  McArdle  case,  as  by  any  one 
else.* 

In  examining  this  argument,  we  are  struck  with  surprise 
that  an  advocate  will  hazard  his  reputation,  even  m  behalf  of 
a  client,  by  so  many  palpably  untenable  propositions.  Weshall 
notice,  first,  although  not  in  the  order  in  which  he  advanced 
his  propositions,  the  claim  that  the  question  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  settled  in  the  Milligan  case.  It  would  be  sufficient 
to  reply,  that  the  question  involved  in  this  case  was  not  neces- 
sarily at  issue  in  that  case,  and  that  it  would  have  been  pro- 
dent  if  the  majority  of  the  Court  had  taken  warning  from  the 
just  indignation  of  the  public,  occasioned  in  the  Dred  Seott 
case,  by  the  folly  of  the  Court  in  going  out  of  their  way  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  an  exciting  political  question.  But  it  is 
too  late  to  claim  that  even  the  Supreme  Court  is  infallible,  es- 
pecially where  the  judges  are  nearly  equally  divided  in  opinion. 
It  is  wholesome  sometimes  to  exhibit  to  parents  their  offspring 
as  naked  as  when  bom,  to  see  whether  they  belong  to  the  ha- 
man  race  or  are  mere  monsters. 

In  the  Milligan  case,  the  Judge  who  gives  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  assumes  and  asserts  that  Indiana  was  at  the  time  in  a 
state  of  peace,  and  that  it  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  Now  we  believe  that  it  was  a  noto- 
rious fact  that  this  assertion  was  false ;  that  the  lives  and  prop- 

«  Reported  in  K.  Y.  Herald,  March  14. 


Digitized  by  VjOQQ IC 


1868.]  Impeaekment.  365 

erty  of  loyal  dtizenB  were  not  protected  by  the  administration 
of  the  laws  ;  and  that  disloyal  citizens,  however  guilty,  escaped 
with  impanity.  If  these  facts  were  not  offered  in  evidence  in 
the  case,  the  majority  of  the  Conrt  may  be  excused  from  act- 
ing on  a  false  basis ;  but  if  they  were  in  evidemce,  or  if  the 
Goart  decided  that  they  could  not  be  given  in  evidence,  the 
decision  will  go  down  to  posterity  with  a  blacker  seal  of  con- 
demnation upon  it,  than  even  that  in  the  Dred  Scott  case.  It 
is  precisely  at  this  point,  that  the  two  parties  separate  on  all 
the  great  questions  of  the  day.  The  majority  in  Oongress 
have  boldly  taken  the  ground  that  they  will  not  bet^controUod 
by  shams ;  by  forms  of  government  without  the  reality :  and 
that  they  have  a  right  and  are  bound  to  look  through  and  be- 
neath external  appearances  to  the  true  condition  of  things. 
The  President  and  his  abettors  have  taken  the  ground  that  • 
BDch  enquiries  cannot  be  made ;  that  if  in  a  State  there  are 
courts,  and  sheri&,  and  jurors,  who  go  through  the  ceremony 
of  doing  business,  it  is  enough,  although  the  judges,  and  sher- 
iffs, and  jurors,  are  only  a  gang^of  conspirators,  bound  to  hang 
all  honest  loyal  citizens,  and  screen  from  justice  all  villains 
and  rebels.  Kow  one  thing  is  evident,  that  if  such  a  state  of 
things  exists,  there  must  be  and  will  be  either  military  law  or 
Lynch  law.  Brave  men  never  will  quietly  submit  to  be  hung 
by  ruffians,  although  under  the  forms  of  law.  If  there  is  any 
Btare  of  society  in  which  military  law  is  both  demanded  and 
JDBtified,  it  is  such  a  condition,  and  no  musty  authorities  or 
Jesuitical  reasoning  will  ever  satisfy  the  plain  common  sense  of 
the  masses,  or  the  enlightened  reason  of  sound-minded  jurists 
to  the  contrary. 

It  is  equally  clear,  that  if  in  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  any 
nation  there  are  no  civil  institutions,  military  law  is  justifiable. 
Mr.  Field  says,  ^'  that  Oongress  cannot  pass  a  law  making  the 
people  of  Alaska  subject  to  military  government.''  How  can 
he  hazard  such  an  assertion  when  he  must  know  that  the 
goverpraent  which  has  first  existed  in  all  our  territories  has 
been  a  military  government.  Suppose  a  military  post  should 
be  established  in  a  territory  hundreds  of  miles  beyond  the  line 
of  any 'State  or  territorial  government,  and  twenty  or  thirty 
desperadoes,  who  are,  notwithstanding,  citizens  of  the  United 
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States,  should  locate  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  and 
should  carry  on  a  wholesale  business  of  stealing  the  provisions 
of  the  garrison,  and  occasionally  murdering  the  soldiers,  we 
would  ask  Mr.  Field,  whether  the  military  oflScers  would  not 
and  could  not  hang  the  murderers  and  lock  up  the  thieves  in 
the  guard  house  %  And  if  he  thinks  not,  we  would  ask  him, 
what  would  or  could  be  done? 

Mr.  Field  does  not  adopt  the  execrable  doctrine  of  Mr. 
Buchanan  and  his  Attorney  General  Black,  that  the  General 
Government  cannot  constitutionally  suppress  a  rebellion. 
They  took  the  ground  that  although  a  natural  person  has,  by 
implication,  the  right  of  self-preservation,  yet  that  an  artificial 
person,  like  the  General  Government,  has  no  such  right.  That 
although  the  nation  manufactured  the  constitution,  to  shield 
itself  like  a  cloak  from  the  storm,  yet  that  if  it  clasped  the  neck 
so  tight  as  to  threaten  strangulation,  it  could  not  be  helped. 
It  could  not  be  thrown  off  or  loosened,  even  to  preserve  life, 
for  which  purpose  alone  it  was  made.  Mr.  Field,  following  the 
lead  of  Senators  Doolittle  and  Dixon,  admits  that  the  re- 
bellion could  be  quelled,  but  claims  it  cannot  be  crushed  out. 
A  man  who  has  a  tumor  in  a  limb  can  open  it,  but  he  cannot 
extirpate  it,  although  life  would  be  the  sure  result  of  its  ex- 
cision, and  death  of  the  neglect  to  do  it.  ^ 

A  favorite  idea  of  Mr.  Field's  appears  to  be,  that  if  there 
is  any  sort  of  sjovernment  in  a  State,  no  matter  how  it  origi- 
nated, the  General  Government  must  treat  it  as  the  legal,  valid 
government  of  the  State.  Whereas,  the  true  view  is  that  if 
the  government  in  a  State,  whether  legally  established  or  not, 
is  so  disloyal  in  its  principles  and  so  destructive  to  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  State,  that  the 
safety  of  the  Union  is  greatly  imperiled  by  it,  the  General 
Government  not  only  may,  but  ought  to  treat  it  as  a  nullity, 
and  establish  a  temporary  military  government,  until  the  people 
of  the  State  themselves  organize  a  sate  government,  which 
shall  be  approved  by  Congress.  Any  other  doctrine  would 
leave  the  Union  in  constant  peril.  This  rule  commends  itself 
to  the  sound  judgment  of  all  whose  minds  are  not  under  the 
influence  of  long-seated  prejudice,  or  party  spirit.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  go  as  far  as  this.    For  even  .President  John- 
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Bon  admits  that  there  were  so  State  governments  in .  the 
rebel  states,  which  he  could  recognize  till  lie  originated  new 
ones.  ^ 

Mr.  Dixon,  in  his  late  speech,  has  indnstrionsly  and  anxious- 
ly produced  a  number  of  extracts  from  the  writings  and 
speeches  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  to  show  that  his  policy  was  the  same 
as  President  Johnson's  policy.  Whereas  these  and  all  other 
sayings  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  fairly  construed,  prpve  only,  that  so  far 
as  he  had  a  policy,  it  was  merely  this:  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  rebel  States  to  initiate  and  present  to  the  Ooi\gress  of  the 
United  States  a  form  of*  government  for  that  body  to  decide 
upon,  and  not  as  President  Johnson  claims  for  the  President 
to  sanction.  It  was  also  his  policy  to  aid,  as  far  as  he  could, 
by  his  influence,  the  approbation,  by  Congress,  of  such  forms  of 
government  so  presented,  as  he  himself  approved.  Nobody 
could  reasonably  object  to  such  a  policy,  if  policy  it  can  be 
Cj^led. 

It  is  passing  strange  that  Mr.  Dixon  did  not  see  that  every 
sentence  which  he  quoted  from  Senator  Wade,  is  in  direct 
antagonism  to  his  own  doctrine.  The  utmost  that  he  can  claim, 
is,  that  Senator  Wade  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Lincoln  as  to 
some  of  the  forms  of  state  government  which  satisfied  Mr. 
Lincoln.  But  Mr.  Wade  takes  the  ground  from  beginning  to 
end,  that  Congress  alone  can  make  the  new  State  governments 
of  the  rebel  States  constitutional. 

Mr.  Field  brings  forward  the  generally  acknowledged  fact, 
that  the  reb^l  States  are,  and  always  have  been,  in  the  Union, 
and  Beems  to  think  that  it  is  conclusive  against  the  right  of 
Congress  to  establish  a  military  government.  This  stale 
claim  has  been  urged  hundreds  of  times  by  men  who  have 
not,  like  Mr.  Field,  the  discernment  to  see  that  it  is  a  complete 
fwn9equUwr.  A  citizen  of  Connecticut  is  convicted  of  forgery. 
He  is  just  as  much  a  citizen  of  Connecticut  as  before.  He  has 
not  taken  himself  out  from  under  the  government  of  the  State. 
Tut  he  has  disfranchised  himself.  The  State,  however,  has 
lost  no  rights  by  his  crime,  but  the  convict  has  lost  one  of 
his  most  important  privileges.  So  the  citizens  of  a  State  can 
gain  nothing  by  secession.  But  they  may  forfeit  all  their 
rights  as  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Field  argues  again  with  an  air  of  triumph,  as  thoagh 
he  thought  the  claim  was  unanswerable,  that  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  government  have  recognized  the  fact  that  the  war 
is  ended.  A  man's  house  takes  fire,  the  fire  department  come 
and  throw  water  upon  it,  and  he,  supposing  that  the  fire  is  ex- 
tinguished, informs  his  friends  that  the  danger  is  over,  and  dis- 
misses the  fire  department.  Soon  after  the  fire  breaks  out  aftew. 
No  matter^  says  Mr.  Field,  the  owner  must  not  raise  another 
alarm  of  fire.  He  has  proclaimed  that  it  was  put  out  He  is 
estopped  from  claiming  that  it  is  on  fire.  All  he  can  do  now 
is  to  wait  and  let  it  burn  up.  President  Lincoln  supposed  that 
the  war  was  at  an  end  ;  that  the  rebels  had  submitted,  and  he 
treated  the  matter  accordingly.  But  afterwards  proof  was  ac- 
cumulated on  proof,  so  that  all  but  the  willfully  blind  coald 
see  it,  that  the  South  continued  just  as  full  of  the  rebel  spirit, 
and  of  the  rebel  determination  to  ruin  all  loyalists  and  all 
freedmen,  as  during  the  worst  days  of  the  rebellion.  Why  then 
should  the  governmeift  ''  cry  peace,  peace,  when  there  was  no 
peace"!!  Why  should  not  military  power  be  resorted  to,  when 
the  Union  was  again  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  ? 

But  the  cant  words  which  are  repeated  and  reechoed  till  thej 
tire  the  ear  and  sicken  the  heart,  are  the  words  of  the  bill  of 
rights,  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  regarding  free- 
dom from  arrest  and  trial  by  jury.  Will  any  one  pretend  that 
a  rebel,  while  he  is  a  rebel,  can  claim  the  rights  secured  by 
the  Constitution  ?  Can  he  repudiate  the  Constitution  and  still 
claim  under  it  ?  Can  a  man  abandon  his  country  as  otlen  a^  be 
pleases,  and  then  come  back  again,  from  time  to  time,  and  the 
nation  have  nothing  to  say  on  the  subject  ?  Can  a  rebellions 
son  come  back  and  demand  admittance  into  his  father's  honse 
again,  without  even  saying  that  he  is  sorry  he  left  ? 

It  may  do  for  rebels  and  semi-rebels  to  give  an  affirmative 
'  answer,  but  that  will  never  be  the  response  of  aoand^minded 
statesmen,  or  true-hearted  patriots. 
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Abticlb  Vn.— professor  JOHN  A,  PORTER'S  TRANS- 
LATION  OF  THE  "KALEVALA." 

Selections  from  ihe  Kalevala^  Translated  from  a  Oerm/xn 
Version^  by  John  A.  Porter,  M.  D.,  late  Professor  in  Tale 
College.  With  an  Introduction  and  Analysis  of  the  Poem. 
New  York  :  Leypoldt  &  Holt.    1868.     12mo.  pp.  148. 

In  MemoTXQ/m.  John  Addison  Pobteb.  Cambridge :  Print- 
ed at  the  Riverside  Press.    1867.     8vo.  pp.  90. 

Kalewala^  das  National  Epos  der  Ftnnen^  tia^  der  zweiten 
Avsgahe  ins  Deutsche  iibertragenj  von  Antqn  ScsC'iefneb. 
Helsingfors,  1852. 

Ueber  die  neueste  Hedaction  der  Kalevala-nmen ;  von  Dr. 
M.  Alexander  Castrkn.  Bulletin  de  I'Acad^mie  Imp6riale 
des  Sciences  de  Sainct-P^tersbourg.  Tome  VII.,  No.  20,  21. 
M.  Alexander  Castreii^s  Vorlesungen  iiber  die  Finnische 
Myihologie.  Ans  dem  Schwedischen  iibertragen  von  A. 
BcHiEFNER..   St.  Petersburg,  1853. 

La  Finlande^  son  Histoire  primitive^  sa  Mythologies  sa 
Poesie  epique,  avec  la  Traduction  complete  de  sa  gra/nde 
Epopee  le  Kalewala.    Par  Lbouzon.  lb  Duo.    Paris,  1845. 

In  most  of  the  conntries  of  the  North,  especially  those  in- 
habited by  Celtic  or  Anglo-Saxon  races,  there  has  been  at  some 
period  a  class  of  wandering  minstrels,  whose  occupation  was 
to  rehearse  in  rhyme  the  subjects  which  most  excited  ,the 
imagination,  or  occupied  the  thoughts  of  men.  Their  songs, 
whether  improvised,  or  made  familiar  by  constant  repetition, 
were  chanted,  with  a  musical  accompaniment  played  upon  the 
harp  or  similar  instrument,  and  were  the  favorite  entertainment 
of  the  people;  and  in  early  times,  or  in  countries  without 
literature,  they  were  also  an  important  means  of  instruction. 
They  narrated  alike  the  origin  of  the  world,  the  acts  of  goda 
and  heroes,  and  the  deeds  of  brave  men.  In  the  absence  of 
written  records,  they  were  almost  the  only  art  preservative. 
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The  Eddas  and  Sagas  of  Iceland  and  Scandinavia,  the 
Nibelungen  Lied  of  Oermany,  as  well  a3  the  versee  of  Homer, 
and  the  great  national  poems  of  India,  all  belong  more  or  less 
strictly  to  this  kind  of  literatare.  So  too  Scotland  had  her 
minstrels ;  Wales  had  her  bards ;  and  Ireland  was  not  without 
them ;  while  the  English  ballad  literature  marks  the  existence 
in  former  times  of  a  popular  taste  for  the  performance  of  simi- 
lar rhyming  chroniclers.  In  all  these  poems  tnere  is  a  general 
similarity,  both  as  to  matter  and  to  form.  The  constant  re- 
carrenee  of  particular  phrases,  the  prevalence  of  special 
epithets,  the  frequent  repetition  of  whole  lines  or  even  passages 
of  considerable  length,  as  introductions  or  forming  the  refrain, 
characterize  them  all.  Those  of  the  North,  however,  have 
peculiarities  which  are  not  found  in  their  Southern  analogues, 
and  by  which  they  are  clearly  distinguished  from  them. 

It  had  long  been  known  that  in  Finland  there  existed  not 
only  a  remarkable  poetic  spirit  among  the  people,  but  also  a  con- 
siderable body  of  poems.  They  were  not  however  collected,  nor 
even  reduced  to  writing,  and  fixed  in  a  permanent  form,  until 
a  very  recent  period.  They  were  recited  by  the  people,  and 
sung  by  minstrels  who  made  it  their  profession  to  rehearse  them 
for  the  entertainment  of  their  auditors,  and  in  this  way  gained 
their  livelihood.  These  minstrels  formed  a  sort  of  sacred  order, 
held  in  great  reverence.  Their  songs  were  transmitted  from 
father  to  son,  Irom  old  men  to  such  young  singers  as  were 
privileged  to  enter  the  brotherhood  of  minstrelsy.  Fragment- 
ary specimens  of  Finnish  poetry  had  been  published  in  Ger- 
many at  a  comparatively  early  period,  nearly  two  hundred 
years  ago  in  fact,  but  they  were  neither  sufBcient  to  represent 
it  adequately,  nor  to  awaken  the  interest  of  scholars.  A  small 
collection  was  made  by  Dr.  Zacharias  Topeliue,  and  published 
in  five  parts  during  the  interval  between  1822  and  1836. 
This  was  the  first  collection  of  importance,  though  in  a 
Finnish  journal  published  at  Abo,  Prof.  R.  von  Becker  had 
printed,  in  1820,  several  songs  relating  to  Wainamoinen,  and 
had  endeavored  to  unite  them  into  a  single  poem.  Other  col- 
lections of  Finnish  poems  were  also  made  by  various  persons; 
but  it  is  chiefly  to  Dr.  Elias  Lonurot  that  the  world  is  indebted 
for  something  like  a  complete  and  satisfactory  edition  of  them. 
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He  made  several  jonrneya  to  Finland,  and  also  to  those 
portions  of  the  government  of  Archangel  inhabited  by  Finnish 
people,  taking  down  the  songs  from  the  lips  of  the  peasants,  or 
recording  them  «as  they  were  reoited  by  the  minstrels. 
Perceiving  that  the  songs  had  a  certain  relationship  to  each 
other,  he  undertook  to  arrange  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
bring  out  this  connection,  and  to  unite  them  into  a  poem  of 
epic  proportions  and  continuity.  In  this  he  was  measurably 
BQooessfnl.  The  first  edition  published  by  him  appeared  in 
1835,  under  the  title  of  Kaievala.  It  contained  about  twelve 
thonsand  verses  in  thirty-two  runes  or  cantos.  This  was  a  re- 
markable result  of  his  labors ;  and  it  was  very  gratifying  to  the 
national  pride  of  the  Finlanderd,  whose  enthusiasm  rose  to  the 
highest  pitch.  In  other  co^mtries  also  it  attracted  much  atten- 
tion. It  seemed  a  miracle  that  a  work  like  this  could  have  come 
into  existence  under  such  circumstances ;  that  out  of  Finland, 
the  land  of  fens,  whose  northern  extremity  touched  the  Arctic 
circle,  bordering  on  the  land  of  gloom,  there  should  thus  be 
brought  to  the  eyes  of  men  a  poesy,  beautiful  as  a  flower,  and 
rich  as  a  full  vintage.  The  scholars  of  Europe  at  once  gave 
it  their  earnest  attention,  and  many  publications  followed  its 
appearance.  Alexander  Gastrin,  to  whom  the  world  is  es- 
pecially indebted  for  his  labors  in  Finnish  literature  and  my- 
thology, as  well  as  in  the  general  science  6i  philology, 
pnblished,  in  1841,  a  translation  of  it  in  Swedish,  which  is 
spoken  of  by  Scliiefher  as  highly  successful.  But  the  Swedish 
language  did  not  bring  it  before  a  large  body,  of  readers.  To 
the  world  lat  large  it  was  still  inaccessible,  until  Le  Due  in 
1845  published,  as  apart  of  his  work  La  Fifdande^  another  trans- 
lation, which  is  in  prose,  most  emphatically  so.  But  though 
the  matter  and  general  scope  of  the  poem  may  be  sufficiently 
learned  from  this  translation,  the  reader  will  get  no  idea  of  its 
spirit  or  its  beauty.  Divorced  from  its  peculiar  poetic  form, 
it  has  loat  its  better  half,  and  the  residue  often  degenerates 
into  silliness.  Le  Due's  volume  however,  besides  the  transla- 
tion of  the  Kalevala^  contains  a  large  amount  of  information 
respecting  Finland  and  its  people,  its  history,  mythology,  and 
poetry,  which  is  valuable,  and  written  in  a  very  agreeable  style. 


Digitized  by  Google 


372  TkA  KijiimHila.  [April, 

But  as  an  authority,  especially  in  doubtful  points  of  acbolarahip, 
he  is  not  to  be  implicitly  trusted. 

For  several  years  after  Dr.  Lonnrot's  first  edition  was  pub- 
lished, the  Finnish  Society  of  Literature,  at  Uelsingfors, 
undertook  the  labor  of  completing  the  great  work,  as  far  as 
their  limited  means  would  allow,  and  of  rescuing  from  oblivion 
still  more  of  the  songs  which  were  rapidly  being  forgotten. 
The  task  was  committed  in  a  larn^e  degree  to  young  men, 
mostly  students  at  the  university,  who  entered  upon  it  with 
great  zeal,  and  made  many  excursions  through  the  country. 
The  collections  thus  made  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Lonnrot  to  be  reduced  to  order  and  published.  The  resalt 
wafi  a  new  edition  which  appeared  in  1849,  containing  nearly 
twenty-three  thousand  verses,  in  fifty  runes.  While  this  edition 
was  passing  through  the  press,  Mr.  Anton  Schiefnerwas  prepar- 
ing a  translation  of  it  into  German.  His  work  was  revised  by  the 
Society  at  Helsingfors  before  publication,  and  Gastrin  himself 
lent  much  assistance  to  the  enterprise.  This  translation  of 
Schiefuer  was  employed  by  Prof  Porter  in  preparing  the  » 
English  version.  It  is  the  work  of  a  scholar,  and  represents 
the  original  very  faithfully,  the  'meter  and  all  the  lyrical  pe- 
culiarities of  it  being  reproduced,  so  far  as  a  different  language 
would  allow,  with  very  gratifying  success. 

The  literary  world  certainly  owes  Sir  Walter  Scott  a  great 
debt  of  gratitude  tor  his  labors  in  collecting  and  preserving 
so  many  of  the  old  songs  of  the  Border  Minstrels ;  ai/d  to  Dr. 
Lonnrot  its  obligation  is  even  greater ;  for  the  minstrels  are 
fast  passing  away  fi*om  Finland,  in  £Ekct  are  nearly  extinct 
already,  and  the  prosaic  spirit  of  commerce,  with  the  distract- 
ing influences  of  a  busy  civilization,  would  soon  make  the 
people  forget  their  songs.  Mr.  A.  F.  Soldan,  the  Finnish 
gentlemen  by  whose  suggestion  and  encouragement  Prof.  Por- 
ter was  induced  to  undertake  the  translation  of  the  JSTalevalay 
writing  to  his  friend  in  1864,  says,  '^  I  have  not  heard  lately, 
but  some  few  years  ago,  I  know  for  certain,  th^re  were  yet 
three  or  four  of  those  old  genuine  minstrels  living,  improvi- 
sators with  a  Kantde^  so  called,  Bunoniekka  or  Rtmnaseppd 
(rune-smith) ;  two  of  them  would  sit,  each  on  his  side  of  the 
table,  or  rather  each  on  his  bench  (the  end  of  a  long  bench), 
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the  iantele  on  his  knee,  the  thnmb  of  the  left  hand  within  the 
thnmb  of  the  other  smith's  left  hand,  and  now  alternately  ponr- 
in^  forth  an  incessant  flow  of  song  in  rano-meter  like  that  of 
KaUvdlaj  in  the  saine  old  and  uniform  melody  or  tune  like 
that  of  Kalevala^  and  what  undoubtedly  is  the  strangest  of  all, 
in  that  same  strain  of  wonderful  beauty  and  primitive  purity. 
I  have  no-  donbt  there  are  still  some  few  of  them  left  in 
Sawolaks  (Eastern  Finland)."  In  a  few  years  more  the  most  of 
this  beautiful  literature  would  have  been  irrecoverably  lost. 
In  the  '^  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  Border  "  there  is  perhaps 
more  of  Scott  than  of  the  original  minstrel ;  besides,  as  is  well 
known,  some  of  the  songs  which  have  been  attributed,  to  the 
ancient  bards,  were  the  work  of  modem  rhymers ;  but  the 
runes  of  Kaleoala  were  recorded  by  Dr.  X<onnrot  with  scrupu- 
lous fidelity,  and  are  of  unquestioned  genuineness. 

Prof.  Max  Miiller,  in  his  "  Lectures  on  the  Science  of  Lan- 
guage," speaking  of  the  Finns,  says :  "  Their  literature  and, 
above  all,  their  popular  poetry  bear  witness  to  a  high  intellect- 
ual development  in  times  which  we  may  call  mythical,  and  in 
places  more  favorable  to  the  glow  of  poetic  feelings  than  their 
present  abode,  the  last  refuge  Europe  could  afford  them.    The 
jepic  songs  still  live  among  the  poorest,  recorded  by  oral  tradi- 
tion alone,  and  preserving  all  the  features  of  a  perfect  meter, 
and  of  a  more  ancient  language.    A  national  feeling  has  lately 
arisen  amongst  the  Finns,  despite  of  Russian  supremacy,  and 
the  labors  of  Sjogem,  Lormrot,  Gastrin,  knd  Eellgren,  receiving 
hence  a  powerful  impulse,  have  produced  results  truly  sur- 
prising.    From  the  mouths  of  the  aged  an  epic  poem  has  been 
collected  equaling  the  Hind  in  length  and  completeness,  nay, 
if  we  can  forget  for  a  moment  all  that  v)e  in  our  youth  learned 
to  call  beautiful,  not  less  beautiful.    A  Finn  is  not  a  Greek, 
and  Wainamoinen  was  not  a  Homer.     But  if  the  poet  may 
take  his  colors  from  that  nature  by  which  he  was  surrounded, 
if  he  may  depict  the  man  with  whom  he  lives,  ^^Ealevala" 
possesses  merits  not  dissimilar  from  those  of  the  Iliad,   and 
will  claim  its  place  as  the  fifth  national  epic  of  the  world, 
side  by  side  with  the  Ionian  songs,  with  the  Mah&bh&rata,  the 
Shan&meh,  and  the  Nibelunge."    Certainly  no  one  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  KcUevala  will  be  disposed  to  find  fault  with 
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Prof.  Mliller  for  high  praise  of  its  literary  beanty;  but  the 
passage  quoted  gives  a  somewhat  inadequate  and  incorrect 
impression,  so  far  as  the  comparison  with  the  Iliad  of  Homer 
is  concerned,  lliere  is  a  singular  oversight  in  making  Wain- 
amoinen,  the  most  important  hero  of  the  JETalevfUa,  stand  in 
the  same  relation  to  the  poem,  as  does  Homer,  whom  the  world 
abknowledges  a»  the"  mithar  of  the  Iliad,  to  his  magnificent 
work. 

Bift  still  more  important  is  it  to  observe  that  the  Kalevaia 
has  not  the  unity,  either  of  subject  or  plan,  that  is  so  evident 
in  the  Iliad  or  Odyssey.  It  may  be  true  of  the  latter,  as  some 
distinguished  scholars  believe,  that  they  were  once  but  dis- 
jointed narratives,  repeated  in  popular  song,  and  chanted  by 
wandering  bards,  and  that  Homer,  a  minstrel  more  highly 
gitled  than  the  rest,  wrought  them  to  such  form  and  harmony 
that  they  seemed  the  product  of  a  single  master  mind,  as 
Shakespeare's  transmuting  touch  converted  the  hackneyed 
themes  of  old  familiar  dramas  from  baser  metal  to  gold,  and 
made  them  only  Shakespeare's  henceforth ;  yet  the  events  they 
describe  are,  in  the  main,  referable  to  a  definite  period  of  com- 
paratively limited  extent,  and  succeed  one  another  with  a 
continuity,  sometimes  indeed  disturbed  by  episodes,  but  never 
entirely  dissevered.  But  not  even  Dr.  Lonnrot  claimed  any 
such  oneness  for  the  JSidevala  ;  and  Gastrin  shows  that  it  has 
several  distinct  leading  themes,  with  others  subordinate,  epis- 
odical, or  fragmentary.  Its  unity  is  simply  that  of  poetic 
structure  and  spirit ;  but  this  it  could  hardly  fail  of  having, 
born  as  it  was  from  the  poetic  inspiration  of  a  whole  people, 
whose  characteristics  are  as  strongly  marked  as  they  are  pe- 
culiar. Considering  the  poem  as  a  whole,  its  events  have  not 
a  consistent  and  orderly  succession,  but  only  acquire  a  certain 
homology  as  they  cluster  about  the  shadowy  pei^nages,  whose 
existence,  exempt  irom  the  limitations  of  human  life,  stretches 
through  unrecorded  ages.  Thus  we  have  a  number  of  runes 
relating  to  Wainamoinen  forming  a  series  or  cycle  by  them- 
selves ;  a  series  but  slightly  related  to  th<^  former,  concerning 
Umarinen ;  a  third  devoted  to  the  restless,  adventorons  Lem- 
minkainen ;  and  another  cycle  quite  independent  of  the  others, 
narrating  the  exploits  of  the  evil-minded  KuUeryo ;   while 
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there  are  separate  runeB,  or  fra^entaryportionsy  which  (]e- 
scribe  the  creation  of  the  world,  or  the  deeda  of  some  of  the 
less  important  heroes.  Besides  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  ont 
of  the  songs  collected  for  Dr.  Lonnrot's  editions,  there  were 
many  which  had  no  relation  to  the  subjects, of  the  Kalevala^ 
and  could  not  be  indnded  in  it  These  were  pnblished  by 
themselves  under  the  title  of  Kwntdetwr^  that  is,  songs  of  the 
hurp. 

When  we  look  at  the  literary  character  of  the  two  great 
poems,  we  find  a  still  wider  difference  between  them, — ^a  differ- 
ence as  great  as  that  of  the  two  peoples  with  whom  they 
originated,  and  similar  in  kind.  The .  Greeks  were  highly 
civilized,  even  in  the  early  times  described  by  the  Iliad.  Their 
langnage  too  had  followed  their  own  enlightenment,  find  was 
vastly  more  finished  than  that  of  Finland.  The  reasoning 
faculty  was  highly  developed  among  them,  and  exercised  a 
controlling  influence  in  the  process  of  artistic  creation.  Th^ 
poet,  not  always  conscionsly  perhaps,  but  as  it  were  by  instinct, 
carefully  avoided  anything  that  might  seem  to  violate  the  unity 
of  a  picture,  or  create  an  inconsistency.  A  fine  in^tance  of 
this  unconscious  self-criticism  is  seen  in  Homer's  apology  for, 
or  rather  justification  of,  a  sijnile  apparently  exaggerated,  when, 
speaking  of  the  wound  Menelaus  had  received,  he^  says,  as 
translated  by  Chapman : — 

"  Yet  forth  the  Uood  flowed,  which  did  much  his  royal  person  grace, 
And  showed  npoD  hia  ivory  akin,  aa  doth  a  purple  dye 
Laid,  by  «  dame  of  Cavft,  or  lovely  Msony, 
On  ivory,  wrought  in  ornaments  to  deck  the  cheeks  of  horse ; 
Which  in  her  marriage  room  most  lie  ;  whose  beantiea  have  such  force 
That  they  are  wished  of  many  knights,  hot  are  snch  precioos  things, 
That  they  are  kept  for  horse  that  draw  the  chariots  of' kings, 
Which  horse,  90  decked,  the  bharioteer  esteems  a  grace  to  him; 
Uke  these,  in  P«ee,  the  blood  npoa  thy  solid  thighs  did  swim, 
O  Menelaus,  down  thy  calves  and  ankles  to  the  ground. 
For  nothinff  decks  a  §oldUr  to,  ob  doth  an  honored  woundJ* 

The  Finns  were  a  peasant  people  for  the  most  part,  and  their 
poets  lacked  the  fine  insight  which  is  necessary  to  an  unerring 
critical  judgment.  In  the  JSixlevala  the  singer  not  unfrequent- 
ly  makes  the  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous  with  ap- 
parent unconsciousness,  and  without  the  slightest  shock  to  his 
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artiBtic  sense.  As  an  example  of  this  may  be  tiientioned  the 
passage  in  the  iirst  rane,  at  the  close  of  the  introductioD  to  the 
poem,  where,  after  an  animated  description  of  the  origin  of  the 
songs  and  their  tradition  from  father  to  son,  from  singer  to 
singer,  the  minstrel  hints,  not  very  covertly,  that,  if  his  aud- 
itors would  boar  his  most  beautifnl  songs,  the  beer  mast  be 
forthcoming. 

The  beauty  of  the  Greek  poem  is  that  of  nature  perfected 
by  art,  or  rather  with  artificial  grace  superadded ;  the 
northern  poem,  on  the  other  hand,  has  the  charm  of  un- 
sophisticated nature  in  all  her  spontaneity.  The  Iliad  has  a 
tone  of  martial  grandeur ;  its  heroes  move  with  the  stateliness 
born  of  cpurts  and  of  regal  dignities.  It  borrows  little  of  its 
splendor  from  the  objects  or  the  phenomena  of  external  nature, 
except  as  they  reveal  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Gods. 
The  language  of  tenderness  and  sentiment  holds  in  it  no  very 
prominent  place.  Dwelling  under  a  benignant  climate,  man 
moves  with  something  of  the  freedom  and  exultation  of  a 
conqueror.  But  in  the  northern  realm  of  cold  and  gloom,  he 
is  to  a  greater  extent  dominated  by  the  sternness  of  his  habitat, 
and  becomes  subdued  and  meditative.  In  his  privation  the 
treasures  he  does  possess  become  all  the  dearer  from  their  few- 
ness. The  glory  of  the  forest,  and  of  the  plants,  leaf,  branch, 
and  flower,  the  balmy  air  of  spring-time,  the  summer  sky  and 
cloud,  the  clear  streams,  the  songs  of  birds,  the  sun,  the  stars, 
all  hold  large  place  in  his  affection  and  in  his  songs.  In 
Kalevala  the  voices  of  nature  are  constantly  heard,  and  their 
suggesMons  are  often  of  ineffable  sweetness  and  beauty. 

The  Kalevala^  then,  cannot  be  properly  classed  with  the 
Iliad  and  similar  poems,  except  on  the  general  ground  of  its 
being  popular  poetry.  It  has  neither  the  uj|ity,  the  martial 
strain,  nor  the  reference  to  definite  events  and  times,  that 
usually  and  properly  characterize  tlie  true  epic.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  belongs  to  the  class  of  the  Eddas  and  Sagas. 
Its  septentrional  'character  is  strongly  marked.  The  name 
Kalevala,  which  means  home  of  heroes  or  mighty  ones,  and 
which,  occurring  in  the  songs  both  as  locale  of  the  events'^  they 
describe,  and  as  the  poetical  designation  of  Finland,  was  ap- 
propriated by  Dr.  Lonnrot  as  the  title  of  the  collection,  is 
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eqDivalrat  in  Bignification  to  Afigardr  of  the  Scandinavian  my- 
thology as  described  in  the  Elder  or  poetic  Edda.  It  is  remark- 
able too,  that  the  separate  songs  of  this  Edda  were  collected  in 
Iceland,  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century,  by  Saemund 
Sigfoason,  and  gathered  into  a  single  work,  in  a  manner  very 
Bimilar  to  that  of  Dr.  Lonnrot  in  Finland.  The  heroes  of 
Kalewda  are  shown  to  us  as  in  constant  conflict  with  the  in- 
habitants of  Pphjola,  a  land  lying  to  the  northward,  a  region 
of  darkness  and  Cf»ld,  and  tenanted  by  powerful  and  hostile 
personages.  In  like  manner  the  inhabitants  of  Asgardr  carry 
OD  a  continual  cr»ntest  with  Jotunheim,  the  name  of  which 
means  home  of  the  giants,  the  latter  beini^  a  class  of  evil- 
disposed  semi-deities,  in  perpetual  enmity  with  Asgardr.  This 
warfare  is  dpnbtless  the  poetical  representation  of  the  strife 
between  light  and  darkness  in  an  arctic  clime,  or  between  the 
mildness  of  the  short-lived  summer  and  the  severity  of  the 
long  dreary  winter.  It  is  one  of  the  most  common  themes  in 
the  mythical  literature  of  the  extreme  north,  and  is  a  predomi- 
nant idea  in  the  Kalevala.  In  this  long  struggle  the  heroes  of 
Kalevala  as  well  as  those  of  Asgardr  are  ultimately  victorious. 

The  three  principal  personages  in  the  Finnish  poem  are 
Waicamoinen  who  holds  the  chief  place  in  importance,  Ilmar- 
inen,  and  Lemminkainen.  Each  one  of  them  finds  his  fellow 
in  the  Scandinavian  mythology.  Wainamoinen  is  but  the 
counterpart  of  Odin.  Both  alike  possess  irresistible  power ; 
both  excel  in  magical  arts,  which  enable  them  to  accomplish 
the  most  extravagant  exploits ;  and  both  have  in  a  wonderful 
degree  the'  gift  of  music,  and  exorcise  their  skill  with  a  potency 
that  nothing  can  withstand.  Ilmarinen  corresponds  to  the* 
Tlior  of  the  Eddas,  and  like  him  is  depicted  as  bearing  a  ham- 
mer. He  is  a  smith,  worker  in  metals,  the  controller  of  thun- 
der and  lightni^,  and  god  of  the  air.  He  is  said,  in  the  JSal- 
ewUa^  to  have  forged  the  sky,  the  roof  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
to  have  wrought  it  with  such  surpassing  skill,  that  no  dint 
of  hammer-stroke,  nor  any  mark  of  other  tool,  was  visible. 
Lemminkainen  answers  to  Tyr  chiefly,  though  the  resem- 
blance is  not  so  complete  as  in  the  cases  just  mentioned,  for 
bis  career  in  some  respects  reminds  us  of  Baldur,  the  sun-god 
of  the  Edda.    Numerous  other  striking  analogies  might  be 
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pointed  oat,  were  it  paaterial  to  do  so,^  and  the  epaoe  Boffi- 
cient. 

The  £alev(da  derivee  much  of  ite  charm  from  its  peculiar 
versification,  which  is  very  different  from  that  of  the  Eddaic 
poems,  and  far  more  beautifQi.  It  consists  of  trochaic  verses 
of  foar  feet  or  eight  syllables.  The  light  and  rapid  movement 
of  this  simple  meter  render  it  a  very  appropriate  vehicle  for 
narrative  poetry,  where  a  complicated  metrici^  stmctnre  ne- 
cessarily interferes  with  the  freedom  of  the  story,  and  makes  it 
move  heavily.  Bat  the  two  most  characteristic  features  of  the 
Finnish  poetry  are  the  alliteration  and  the  verbal  repetition. 
Alliteration  is  common  enough  it  is  tme,  and  is  one  of  the 
familiar  traits  of  almost  all  popular  poetry.  In  early  English 
poetry,  for  instance,  it  was  very  frequent,  and  was  often  re- 
duced to  a  system,  of  which  perhaps  Piers  Ploughman's  Vision 
affords  the  best  illustration.  But  in  the  Kalevalaiit  is  carried 
to  a  very  great  extent,  chiefly  as  a  matter  of  taste,  but  partly 
from  necessity,  since,  from  the  smaller  number  of  letters  in  the 
Finnic  alphabet,  the  recurrence  of  particular  sounds  is  pro- 
portionately more  frequent.  The  following  from  the  second 
rune  will  serve  as  a  specimen. 

Kylyi  maite  kyyhatteli, 
Kylvi  maiU,  kylyi  soifca, 
Kylvi  auhtoja  ahoja,  ^ 
Panettayi  paasikoitiL 

This  example  affords  a  good  illustration  also  of  the  peculiar 
repetition  of  single  words,  of  verses  or  half  verses,  which  oc- 
curs constantly.  The  Finnish  vocabulary  is  eminently  rich  in 
synonymous  words,  which  allow  of  almost  infinite  variety  of 
expression ;  and  we  often  find,  especially  at  tlie  beginning  or 
end  oY  a  passage,  tfiree,  fopr,  or  even  more  different  phrases 
for  the  same  thing  or  person,  arranged  not  at  haphazard,  but 
with  structural  relations  to  each  other,  and  with  a  distinct 
view  to  oral  harmony.  Prof.  Longfellow's  beautiful  poem, 
Hia/watha^  affords  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  structure  of 
the  KaLeodUiy  so  far  as  it  could  be  done  in  English.  The  cor- 
respondence in  all  these  most  peculiar  traits,  and  even  in 
some  of  the  incidents  described,  is  so  close,  and  the  whole 
plan  and  spirit  of  the  poem  so  like  those  of  JSTalevalaj  that  it 
is  very  diflS<;ult  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the  latter  served 
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as  Buggeetion,  if  not  in  some  sort  as  model,  for  the  other.  If 
so,  the  discovery  of  the  KalUmka  brought  a  doable  boon  to 
the  reading  world. 

Hie  lyrical  and  stroctaral  peculiarities  that  have  just  been 
described,  render  a  translation  of  the  Kaleoala  into  a  different 
language  a  work  of  no  inconsiderable  difficulty.  Prof.  Por- 
ter however,  in  his  selections,  has  succeeded  admirably,  not 
only  in  fairly  reproducing  the  essential  characteristics,  but 
what  is  more,  in  preserving  the  life  and  spirit,  of  the  original. 
His  version,  which  is  from  Schieftier's  German  translation,  has 
the  same  rapid  movement,  the  same  racy,  animated  descrip- 
tion, the  same  fresh  odor  of  the  flowers  and  fields.  It  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  Wainamoinen  cycle  of  runes,  and  though  but  a 
firagment  of  the  whole  work,  it  has  no  want  of  completeness 
in  itself.  It  includes  a  small  part  of  the  first  rune,  a  larger 
portion  of  the  second,  and' the  third  and  fourth  runes  entire. 
The  volume  contains  an  interesting  introduction  by  Mr. 
Schuyler,  and  an  anayisis  which  is  a  translation  of  the  sum- 
mary or  table  of  contents  prefixed  to  Schiefiier's  edition. 

The  first  selection,  being  the  part'  from  the  first  and  second 
runes,  is  the  story  of  Wainamoinen 's  sowing.  It  tells  how,  after 
the  birth  of  the  latter,  the  plants  and  the  forests  grew,  and 

^   "  AU  thingt  fair  and  loyely  flonriilied, 
^  AH  thioga  aaye  the  ona  moat  preciooa 

Fmit  of  fruita,  the  golden  bariey." 

Wainamoinen  finds  among  the  pebbles  on  the  sea-shore  six 
grains  of  barley  which  he  sows,  ending  his  labor  with  an  in- 
vocation, of  which  the  following  is  a  portion. 

k       «  Riae,  O  Eartlil  from  out  thy  slumbers. 
Bid  the  soil  unlock  her  treaaurea, 
Bid  the  blade  arise  in  beaoty, 
Bid  the  stalk  grow  strong  and  stately; 
On  a  thousand  sterna  upUfted 
Let  the  yellow  harvest  ripen. 
Let  it  cover  all  my  cornfields 
Hundred*fold  for  seed  I  planted. 
Ukko  mighty  I  God  above  us, 
Gradous  Ukko  1  Father  in  Heaven, 
Thou  who  all  the  sky  eommandest^ 
For  the  fleecy  clouvls  appointing 
Kveiy  mom  their  course  and  pathway. 
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In  thine  airy  realm  eonsnltlng. 
In  thy  kingdom  taking  counsel, 
Send  ns  dotidB  from  Bast  and  North-East^ 
From  the  Soath  and  from  the  Snn-Set ; 
liOt  them  scatter  drops  refreshing; 
Bid  them  all  their  sweetness  sprinkle 
That  the  ear  may  lift  its  treasure 
And  the  corn  make  haste  to  ripen.** 

The  remainder  of  the  volume  forme  one  cdntmnoas  etory^ 
and  describee  the  musical  contest  between  Wainamoinen  and 
Yonkahainen^  the  minstrel  of  Pohjola,  with  the  results  that 
followed  it.  The  fame  of  Wainamoinen  had  spread  far  and 
wide  until  it  reached  the  ears  of  Youkahainen,  in  whom  it  ex- 
cited inordinate  envy,  and  a  wrathful  desire  to  challenge  him 
.to  immediate  combat.  He  sets  out  tor  Kalevala,  which  he 
reaches  in  three  days.  Coming  up  with  Wainamoinen,  who  is 
peacefully  riding  for  pastime  in  the  meadows,  he  assails  him 
very  rudely. 

**  Forward  comes  the  fiery  stripling 
Urging  still  his  ^ot  blood  staUion, 
Dashing  down  upon  the  minstrel, 
nil  they  meet  in  fierce  eoUisloii. 
Dripping  hames  are  dashed  together. 
Steaming  thills  are  tightly  tangled. 
Traces  rattle  upon  traces, 
Oollar  npon  collar  clatters. 
So  perfiNToe  they  ceme  to  staad  adll. 
Bo  perforce  a  moment  ]^der, 
Then  the  minstrel  boldly  cries  out : 
'  Say  who  art  thon  ?  stopid  feUow 
Coming  dashing  down  the  highway, 
Crarily  thy  stallion  urging, 
Striking  me  in  fierce  encounter. 
Lo,  my  stallion's  hame  is  shattered, 
See  his  collar  torn  to  atoms, 
And  my  golden  sledge  demolished, 
And  its  frame  work  all  in  flitters. 
Let  me  know,  thou  stupid  fellow. 
Who  thou  art  and  whence  thou  cornest'  '* 

Youkahainen  makes  himself  known,  and  wishes  to  enter 
upon  a  trial  of  skill  with  him  at  once. 

'^Then  made  answer  Wainamoinen, 
Wainamoinen  old  and  truthful : 
*  I  thaU  do  no  deed  for  wonder. 
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MuTel  am  I  not  In  aiogin^, 
All  my  peacdiil  life  has  glided 
Down  a  dim  and  deeert  region. 
All  the  song  my  ears  hare  gathered 
It  the  cuokoo*8  simple  measure. 
'  Yet  as  yon  wiU^hare  it,  stripling. 
*        Gome  now  tell  me,  golden  stripling. 
Ten  me  straight  yonr  store  of  wisdom, 
«    What  yon  know  more  than  another.* " 

Yonkahainen  then  begins  with  some  frivolous  staff,  which 
the  old  man  ridicules,  challenging  him  to  explain  the  mysteries 
of  creation,  and  to  discourse  of  the  countless  creatures  in  the 
worid.  This  he  attempts  to  do,  assigning  himself  an  impor- 
tant share  in  the  origin  of  the  universe.  In  answer  to  ^is, 
Wainamoinen  calls  him  a  liar  and  a  mere  pretender,  which  so 
enragee  the  youthful  braggart,  that  he  tries  to  decide  the  con- 
test by  an  appeal  to  the  sword,  and  failing  in  this,  threatens 
to  enchant  the  old  man  by  his  singing,  an^  transform  him  into 
a  swine.     The  consequences  of  this  boast  are  disastrous. 

"  Brarely  sang  the  aneient  minatrel, 

TUl  the  flinty  roeks  and  ledges 

Heard  the  tmmpet  tone  and  trembled, 

And  the  eopper-bearing  monatalna 

Shook  along  their  deep  foandations. 

Flinty  jrocks  flew  straight  asunder, 

FaUiag  oliflt  afiur  were  seatlered, 
*    An  the  soUd  earth  rewonded 

And  the  ooeaa  billows  anawered. 
And,  alasl  for  Tonkahainen, 

Lo,  his  sledge  so  fairly  fashioned 

Floats  a  waif  i^kmi  the  oeeaa, 

Xo,  his  pearl  enameled  bireh-rod 

lies  a  weed  upon  the  maigin, 

Lo,  his  steed  of  shining  forehead 

Stands  a  statue  in  the  torrent, 

And  his  hame  ia  bnt  a  fir  bough, 
«    And  his  eoUar  nought  bnt  eom<8traw. 
StiU  the  minatrel  sings  nnoeasing, 

And,  alasl  for  Yoakahainen, 

Sings  his  sword  from  oat  his  scabbard, 

Hangs  it  in  the  sky  before  him    . 

As  it  were  a  gleam  of  lightning, 

Sings  his  bow  so  gayly  blaaoned 

Into  drift- wood  on  the  ocean, 

Sings  his  finely  feathered  arrows 
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Into  swift  and  screaming  eagles, 

Singe  hie  dog  with  crooked  muzde 

Into  stone  dog  squatting  near  him. 

Into  sea^owers  sings  his  gaanUets, 

And  his  risor  into  vapor, 

And  himself  the  sorry  fellow 

Ever  deeper  in  his  tortnre  ■ 

Inihe  quiclcsand  to  hie  shoulder, 

To  his  hip  in  mud  and  water. 

Now,  alas  I  poor  Toukahalnen, 
Sorry  stripling,  comprehended 
All  too  plainly  what  the  end  was 
.  Of  the  voyage  be  had  ventured. 
Of  this  road  his  feet  had  traveled. 
For  the  joy  of  wordy  battle  ' 

With  the  ancient  Wainamoinen.** 

Finding  himself  in  this  sorry  plight  and  at  the  mercy  of  his 
angry  antagonist,  the  youth  begs  for  release,  offering  one  by 
one  the  choicest  of  his  treasures,  lliese  all  being  contempt- 
nously  rejected,  at  last  in  despair  he  offers  the  hand  of  his 
beautifbl  sister  Aino.    This  is  effectual. 

*"  Glad  of  heart  is  Wainamoinen, 
.    Full  of  Joy  the  ancient  minstrel, 
That  he  thus  has  fought  and  won  him 
For  his  age  a  lovely  maiden, 
Sister  of  this  Toukahalnen. 
#  So  he  seeks  a  place  befitting, 

Where  to  publish  forth  his  pleasure, 
Steps  upon  the  rock  of  Joyaunce, 
On  the  stone  of  music  seats  him, 
I  Sings  a  moment,  sings  and  ceases, 

Sings  a  second,  then  a  third  ^me. 
So  to  turn  away  the  magie, ' 
So  the  potent  speU  to  banish. 

Now  at  last  comes  Toukahalnen 
Crawling  from  his  oozy  prison, 
Lifts  his  knees  fW>m  out  the  water, 
Beard  from  out  the  bog  and  litter ; 
From  the  rock  starts  forth  his  staHion, 
From  the  bramble  glides  his  snow-sledge, 
And  from  out  the  sedge  \Am  birch-rod.** 

Thus  set  free,  Youkahainen  hastens  homeward  in  great  de- 
jection, not  so  much  on  account  of  his  disgraceful  defeat,  ss. 
for  the  sorrow  the  pledge  he  has  given  will  bring  to  his  father's 
household.    His  mother,  however,  is  delighted  at  the  tidings. 
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for  she  has  in  secret  long  hoped  for  the  famooB  minatrel  as  her 
Boo-in-law.  His  sister  receives  the  an  welcome  news  lees  cheer- 
fiilly. 

**  Then  the  mother  roee  up  gayly, 
Olapped  her  hands  in  joy  together. 
'Weep  not/  said  she, ' son  helored, 
Ganee  is  none  therein  for  weeping. 
Ever  I  this  hope  hare  eberished. 
All  the  years  my  flool  poeoeomng. 
That  one  day  the  mighty  minstrel. 
He,  the  yaliant  Wainamoinen, 
Sponse  should  be  for  lovely  Aino, 
Son-in-law  for  me  her  mother.' 

But  the  beanieous  maiden  Alno 
Fell  at  onoe  in  bitter  weeping, 
Tearfhl  lingered  at  the  threshold. 
Wept  that  day  and  all  the  night  through. 
Wept  because  a  mighty  sorrow, 
Bitter  sorrow  filled  her  bosom. 
Then  her  mother  gently  ehiding : 

*  Wherefore  weep'st  thou,  genUe  Aino  t 
Lordly  wooer  tKou  hast  won  thee, 
Wide  the  door-way  thou  wilt  enter, 
There  to  while  thee  at  the  window. 
There  the  oaken  bench  to  scour.' 

'  Dearest  mother,  thou  that  bore  me^' 
Gentle  Aino  spakje  in  answer, 
'  Cause  is  mine  indeed  for  weeping. 
Cause  for  bitter  tears  and  sorrows ; 
Well  may  Aino  mourn,  O  mother, 
^    •  Oolded  hair  she  took  delight  in. 

Sunny  softness  of  her  tresses, 
Trinkets  wherewithal  she  decked  them, 
Shioing  braids  she  wove  each  morning. 
All  to  be  as  nought  hereafter. 
Buried  neath  the  linen  bonnet 
That  the  wife  must  wear  foreter : 
Weep  forever,  childhood  vanished, 
GenUe  moonlight,  golden  sunshine, 
Joy  and  hope  of  all  my  lifetime 
Kow  forever  left  behind  me; 
Sadder  yet  the  fate  before  me. 
Soon,  alas  I  to  be  forgotten 
In  my  father^s  humble  cottage. 
At  the  work-bench  of  my  brother."* 

Wainamoinen  Bbortly  after  meets  the  maiden  as  she  is  ro- 
tnmiiig  from  the  foresti  and  eagerly  urges  his  sait.    8he  flees 
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from  him,  and  hafiteniDg  homeward  falls  to  weeping,  bitterly 
lamenting  her  hard  fate.  The  mother  end^vOring  to  console 
her,  tells  her  of  a  storehonee  filled  with  splendid  raiment,  and 
bids  her  go  and  array  herself  in  the  best  of  it. 

"  Bat  the  maiden,  tcmroely  beariii|^ 
Less  the  eh«erliil  ooaned  baediBtg, 
Horned  from  Um  eftbin  thraebold, 
HaBtened  to  the  empty  eowt  yard. 
There  akme  long  time  ebe  lingered,  ' 

These  the  plaintive  words  she  uttered : 

<  Unto  what  thing  shall  I  liken 
Joys  of  fortue,  favored  mortals  t 
I  wiU  liken  them  to  waUr, 
Unto  water  flowing  yonder, 
Water  bright  in  yonder  basin. 
Unto  what  the  bitter  sorrow 
Of  the  wretehed  fate  neglected  t 
Water  in  the  well  imprisoned. 
Icicle  in  ernel  winter. 

'  Ah  I  for  me  'twere  so  mneh  better 
Had  I  never  seen  the  daylight, 
Or  if  bom'  had  never  thriven, 
Kever  grown  to  be  a  njaideo. 
In  these  daya  so  sad  and  evil. 
Underneath  a  sky  so  joyless  ; 
If  when  Boven  short  days  had  vanished 
I  had  died  upon  the  eighth  day, 
I  was  then  so  low  of  stature^ 
I  had  needed  little  linen. 

And  of  sod  the  smallest  measure.  ^ 

H other  mine  had  mourned  a  little. 
And  my  father  too  a  trifle. 
Brother  too  perhaps  a  moment, 
So  had  all  been  past  and  over.' 

So  the  maiden  pined  the  day  throngh. 
So  she  pined  the  eve  and  morrow. 
Then  again  her  mother  asked  her : 

'  Why  art  weeping,  lovely  Aino  t 
Why  art  pining,  dearest  daughter  f 

And  the  maiden  then  made  answer : 
^Therefore  I  most  weep  and  sorraw. 
Wretched  maiden  pine  forever, 
?or  that  thon  thy  child  hast  promised^ 
Sold  away  thy  little  daughter 
To  a  greybeard  old  and  limpsey, 
Joy  to  be  unto  his  dotage. 
Comfort  to  his  years  declining. 
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Out  of  doon  *  fUff  to  stay  Urn, 
In  tiM  ho«M  a  abidd  arMutd  him.*  ** 

Finding  that  there  is  no  other  escape  for  her,  Aino  resolves, 
to  flee.  She  finds  the  storehouse  as  she  was  bidden,  and  deck- 
ing herself  with  the  fairest  of  the  rich  attire,  tarns  her  steps 
toward  the  oeean,  which  she  reaches  on  the  third  day.  As  she 
is  walking  along  the  shore  she  sees  three  sea  maidens  sporting 
in  the  waves,  and  immediately  resolves  to  join  them. 

^Then  ths  little  maid  disrobing. 
Hangs  her  short  irock  on  the  alders. 
On  the  earth  leU  iall  her  stockings. 
On  the  rock  her  tiny  sandals. 
In  the  sand  her  shining  neckhMW, 
And  her  rings  among  the  pebbles, 
Then  upon  a  pateh  <tf  verdure 
Lightly  drops  her  snow-white  linen. 

In  the  sea  a  little  distance 
Stood  a  stone  of  many  colors, 
Oleaming  in  the  snnlight  golden ; 
Toward  it  leaped  the  little  maiden, 
Thither  swam  the  luckless  Alno, 
Up  the  shining  stone  had  clambered. 
There  a  moment  fsin  to  linger. 
When  upon  a  sndden  swaying 
Seaward,  then  a  moment  sinking 
Down  upon  the  slimy  bottom, 
Far  beneath  the  wave  of  ocean 
Fell  the  stone  of  many  colors. 

With  it  fell  the  luckless  maiden. 
Clinging  to  its  rooky  bosom, 
With  it  sank  the  maiden  Aino 
Down  beneath  the  bed  of  Ocean, 
So  the  little  maiden  vanished. 
So  the  Inckless  Aino  perished, 
Singing  as  the  stone  fell  seaward, 
Chanting  still  as  she  descended: 

'  Once  to  swim  I  songht  the  sea-side. 
In  the  foamy  waves  to  frolic ; 
Woe  is  me,  I  fell  in  headlong, 
like  a  little  bird  I  perished. 
Never  come  a-fishing  hither, 
Never  to  the  shore  of  ocean. 
Never  in  thy  lifetime,  father, 
As  thou  lovedst  little  AIna 

'  Mother,  dear,  I  songht  the  seaside 
In  the  foamy  waves  to  frolic ; 
Woe  is  me,  I  fell  in  headlong. 
Like  a  little  birdling  perished. 
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Never  mix  thy  bread,  O  mofher, 
With  (he  wftter  ef  this  ooeeii, 
Never  in  thy  lifetime,  mother, 
At  thou  lovedat  Uttle  Aino/  " 

The  sad  news  is  borne  to  the  home  of  Aino.  A  lively  de- 
ficription  of  the  grief  of  her  mother,  who  is  inooDflolable  at  h& 
I08B,  occupies  the  few  remaining  pages  of  the  volume. 

The  paesagea  which  Prof.  Porter  translated  are  perhaps  the 
finest  portion  of  the  Kalevala  ;  yet  there  are  many  others  that 
are  scarcely  less  beantifal,  and  we  can  but  sincerely  regret  that 
the  hand  which  prepared  this  English  version  had  proceeded 
no  farther  when  it  was  arrested  for  ever.  The  circumstances 
under  which  the  work  grew  to  its  present  form  .and  extent, 
give  it  additional  interest,  especiaHylto  those  who  knew  its  aa- 
thor  personally.  Prof  Porter  had  always,  even  from  his  youth,  a 
strong  passion  for  literary  pursuits.  Even  after  he  chose  science 
as  the  field  of  his  professional  labors,  he  did  not  forsake  his  early 
studies.  His  leisure  hours  were  often  occupied  with  the  perosal 
of  the  works  of  favorite  authors,  or  in  poetical  composition.  The 
memorial  volume  published  a  few  months  after  his  death  con- 
tains a  number  of  poems  on  a  diversity  of  subjects,  which 
give  evidence  of  poetical  gifts  of  a  high  order.  So  marked 
indeed  was  his  success  in  and  enthusiasm  for  literature,  that  his 
intimate  friends  felt  that  it  was  the  appropriate  field  for  his 
intellectual  activity,  and  were  assured  that  he  would  find  in  it 
congenial  employment  for  his  best  powers.  The  translation  of 
the  Kalevala  had  been  urged  upon  him  by  his  friend,  as  has 
already  been  mentioned,  some  time  before  it  was  actually  under- 
taken. It  was  finally  begun,  partly  that  it  might  serve  to  occupy 
the  weary  hours'  of  a  lingering  illness ;  and  even  when  disease 
had  brought  pain  and  feebleness  to  his  body,  and  gave  no  re- 
spite or  hope  of  recovery,  his  interest  in  the  work  continued 
undiminished,  and  that  love  of  literature,  especially  of  poetry, 
which  ^e  had  cherished  throughout  life  still  endured,  and 
enabled  him  to  carry  on  his  favorite  work  until  it  was  ready 
for  the  press.  The  suspension  of  a  labor  so  successfully  b^un, 
must  add  one  more  to  the  keen  regrets  of  his  friends ;  but  he 
will  receive  the  sincere  gratitude  of  those  who  through  his 
translation  know  and  enjoy  the  beauties  of  ITalevala. 
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AanctE  Vm.— NOTICES  OF  ITEW  BOOKS. 

I 

THSOLOGICAIi  AND  BKLIOIOTJS. 

Riplst'b  Notes  ow  thb  Epibtlk  to  thb  Hkbrbws.* — ^Thia 
work  is  a  brief  Commentary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  cor- 
responding, in  its  form  and  general  oh^acter,  with  the  other 
Tolomes,  which  haye  been  already  published  by  the  author  on 
other  portions  of  the  New  Testament.    The  annotations,  which 
are  printed  on  the  same  page  with  the  English  text,  seem  to  us  to 
be  very  successfully  presented  in  a  concise  form,  and  to  convey 
what  will  be  very  useful  to  those  who  examine  them.    In  so 
small  a  volume  no  full  and  extended  discussion  is  profitable,  but 
the  author  has  happily  compressed  a  large  amount  of  matter  into 
a  few  pages,  and  with  so  clear  a  style  that  no  obscurity  arises  from 
the  briefness  of  the  notes.    Dr.  Ripley  seems  to  agree  with  those 
writers  who  regard  Paul  as,  in.  a  certain  sense,  but  only  a  limited 
one,  the  author  of  the  Epistle,  the  actual  writer  b^ng  another 
person  who  reflected  the  Apostle's  views  and  had  the  Apostle^s 
sanction  for  his  work.    He  divides  the  Epistle  into  five  main 
parts ; — which  is  satisfisbotory  enough,  perhaps,  if  we  are  not  seek- 
ing to  present  the  most  careful  analysis  and  the  most  accurate  sub> 
ordination  of  the  subsections  to  the  main  ones.    We  cannot;  how- 
ever, agree  with  him,  if  he  means  anything  more  than  this.    The 
Epistle,  as  it  appears  to  us,  is  one  whole— not  subdivided  into  five 
subordinate  parts,  but  into  two  main  divisions,  each  of  which  has, 
again,  two  subordinate  divisions.    The  object  of  the  author  is  to 
set  forth  the  superiority  of  the  New  Testament  system  to  the  Old 
Testament  system.    Thi«  he  does  by  showing,  first,  that  the 
former  is  superior  to  the  latter,  in  that  the  mediator,  or  person 
through  whose  instrumentality  it  was  introduced,  is  exalted  above 
the  persons  holding  the  same  position  in  the  older  dispaisation  ;-*- 
and,  secondly,  by  showing  that  the  person  through  whom,  as  a 

*  The  EpUtU  U>  the  H^brem,  with  Explanaiary  NoU»;  to  vhioh  are  added  a 
oondenaed  view  of  tbe  Priefithood  of  Chriet^  and  a  TraDslation  of  the  Epistle, 
prepared  for  this  work.  By  Hbnbt  J.  Riplst,  Late  Professor  in  Newton  Theo- 
logical Institation,  and  Author  of  *<  Notes  on  the  Oospels,**  '*  Epistle  to  the 
Eomans,"  Ac,  Ac.    Boston:  Oonld  A  Lineoln.    ISSS.    ISme.  pp.  218. 
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High  Priest,  the  former  is,  bo  to  speak,  carried  forward,  holds  a 
loflier  place — hhs  a  higher  priesthood — than  those  priests  of  the 
older  system,  by  whom  it  was  carried  forward.  These  are  the  two  . 
leading  divisions.  The  proposition  of  the  first  one  is  establi8hed 
by  proving  two  things — namely,  that  Christ,  the  Mediator  of  the 
New,  is  superior  to  the  angek,  the  mediators  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment on  the  heavenly  side,  if  we  may  so  describe  it,  and  that  he 

'  is,  also,  superior  to  Moses,  the  mediator  of  the  Old  Testament  on 
the  earthly  side.  The  proposition  of  the  second  leading  division 
is,  in  a  similar  way,  established  by  proving  .two  things — namely, 
that  Christ,  the  Priest  of  the  New,  is  superior  to  the  Levitical 
Priesthood,  the  Priests  of  the  Old  Testament,  in  that  he  is  after 
the  order  of  Melchisedek,  while  they  are  after  the  order  of  Aaron, 
and,  also,  in  that  he  is  the  priest  of  a  higher  (heavenly)  sanc- 
tuary, connected  with  a  better  covenant.  The  more  we  examine 
this  Epistle,  also,  the  more  are  we  led  to  feel,  that  the  passage  ex- 
tending from  Chapter  z,  verse  19  to  the  end,  is  not  an  independ- 
ent practical  portion  of  the  Epistle,  as,  for  example^  the  latter  part 
of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  as  it  is  generally  held  to  be, 
but  that,  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  twelfth  chapter,  it  is  a  hortatory 
section,  growing  out  of  and  dependent  on  the  second  main 
division  respecting  the  priesthood  of  Christ,  just  as  the  first 
▼erses  of  the  second  chapter,  or  the  latter  part  of  the  third  and 
the  whole  of  the  fourth  chapters,  are  hortatory  sections,  growing 
out  of  and  dependent  on  the  more  argumentative  sections  imme- 
diately preceding  them.  If  we  are  right  in  this  view,  this  Epistle 
is  not  divided,  like  the  more  doctrinal  ones,  among  the  Epistles  of 
Paul,  into  two  co()rdinate  sections — a  doctrinal  and  a  practical 
one— but  it  is  a  straightforward  development  of  a  given  subject 
from  the  beginning  of  the  first  to  the  end  of  the  twelfth  chapter 
(with  some  inserted  exhortations,  indeed,  at  the  end  of  the  differ- 
ent subsections,  but  of  a  wholly  subordinate  character),  and  then 
a  few  closing,  practical,  hortatory  suggestions,  of  an  entirely 
general  nature,  at  the  end,  making  up  the  thirteenth  chapter. 
The  Epistle,  thus,  differs,  in  its  form,  from  all  the  Pauline  Epistles 

,  which  can  be  compared  with  it,  and  (so  fir  as  we  may  judge,  from 
PauPs  ordinary  habit  in  his  more  doctrinal  writings,  what  his  uni- 
versal course  would  be  in  every  such  work)  we  may  draw  from  this 
ikct  an  argument  of  more  or  less  weight,  to  show  that  that  Apostle 
was  not  the  author  of  the  Epistle  before  us.  But,  perhaps,  as  we 
have  already  suggested,  Dr.  Ripley  does  not  mean  to  present  an 
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analysis  of  this  obaracter.  In  some  of  the  passages,  where  the 
author's  coarse  of  thought  is  so  involved  as  to  be  very  obscare. 
Dr.  Ripley  seems  to  us  to  have  quite  suocessfblly  set  forth  the  tme 
view  of  his  meaning.  His  own  translation  t>f  the  Epistle,  at  the 
end  of  the  volume,  and  his  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  Priest- 
hood of  Christ,  will,  doubtless,  be  regarded  as  giving  additional 
value  to  his  work.  The  reputation  of  the  author  will  certainly  not 
be  diminished  by  this  his  most  recently  published  volume. 

SuoossnvB  CouGENTABT  ON  St.  Lukb.* — ^Thcse  volumes  are 
the  first  of  a  proposed  series  of  commentaries  on  various  books  of 
both  the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments,  which  are  to  be  prepared  by 
different  persons  associated  with  the  present  author.  The  pecu- 
liarity of  the  work  before  us,  and,  as  we  suppose,  of  the  whole 
series,  is  set  forth  in  the  first  word  of  the  title  given  above.  They 
are  designed  to  be  suggestive ; — not  so  much  entering  into  discus- 
sioDs  and  extended  annotations,  as  throwing  out  brief  hints, 
which  may  awaken  thought  in  regard  to  the  passages  referred  to, 
or  may  tend  to  give  the  reader  a  more  full  understanding  of  the 
text.  The  notes  are  arranged,  mainly, — the  suggestive  notes, 
altogether, — in  a  sort  of  tabular  form,  almost  never  passing  the 
limits  of  a  single  line.  Of  course,  there  is  a  constraint  imposed 
Tipon  the  author  by  the  adoption  of  such  a  rule,  and  we  question 
whether  the  supposed  advanta^s  of  such  a  system  of  annotation 
compensate  for  its  manifest  disadvantages.  After  the  suggestive 
notes  upon  each  v^rse,  brief  remarks  are  added  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain of  the  Greek  words,  and  the  translations  given  by  various 
prominent  commentators  are  inserted.  The  book  is  intended  for 
the  use  of  teachers  of  Bible  classes,  and  of  clergymen  in  their 
preparation  for  ev^ing  lectures  and  prayer  meetings — for  that 
class  of  persons,  in  a  word,  whose  special  want  is  the  want  of 
hints  and  suggestions ;  and  the  author  has  certainly  succeeded  in 
compressing,  for  their  benefit,  a  large  amount  of  matter  into  a 
small  space. 

*  A  Smffgtitiw  CqmmmUaty  <m  AT.  Lukt :  with  Critical  and  HomiletScal 
KotM.  By  Rev.  W.  H.  Vav  Dorsh.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  A  Co.  1868. 
16mo.  a  ToU.  ppu  510-658.    New  Haven:  Jndd  A  White. 
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Babnss  on  the  Eyidbngbs  oy  CHEisTiAirmr.* — ^The  Lectures 
on  the  EI7  Foundation,  by  Dr.  Albert  Barnes,  are  characteristic  of 
the  venerable  and  laborious  author.  They  are  eminently  honest 
and  candid  in  their  spirit.  The  author  aims  to  look  every  difficul- 
ty in  the  face — to  be  not  only  just  but  even  generous  to  the 
inquirer  and  sceptic.  He  takes  no  unfair  advantages,  but  comes 
squarely  up  to  the  line  of  his  antagonist  and  endeavors  &irly  to 
silence  his  batteries  by  open  fightitg.  Moreover,  as  the  title  of 
his  lectures  intimates,  he  endeavors  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
origin  of  Christianity,  as  it  presents  itself  in  the  19th  century  to 
both  friends  and  foes. 

As  the  result  of  studies  conducted  in  this  spirit,  and  with  these 
aims,  Dr.  Barnes  has  produced  ten  lectures  and  an  appendix  on 
the  following  topics :  The  limitations  of  the  Human  Mind  on  the 
subject  of  Religion.  Historical  Evidences  as  affected  by  time 
(two  lectures).  The  evidence  of  Christianity  from  its  Propagation. 
Miracles :  the  evidence  in  the  nineteenth  century  that  they  were 
propagated  in  the  first.  The  Argument  for  the  truth  of  Christian- 
ity, in  the  nineteenth  century,  from  Prophecy.  Inspiration  of  the 
Scriptures  with  reference  to  the  objections  made  in  the  nineteenth 
oentury.  The  evidence  of  the  divine  origin  of  Christianity  from 
the  Personal  character  and  Incarnation  o^  Christ.  The  Christian 
Religion  as  adapted  to  the  wants  of  man,  as  illustrated  in  these 
eighteen  hundred  years.  The  relation  of  Christianity  to  the 
world's  progress  in  Science,  Civilization,  and  the  Arts  in  tlie  nine- 
teenth century. 

These  topics  open  a  very  wide  and  a  very  interesting  field  for 
discussion,  suggesting  as  they  do  the  most  momentous  qnestioDS 
which  are  now  agitating  the  minds  of  multitudes  in  Christendom. 
These  topics  are  all  huidled  with  ability,  though  we  cannot  say  that 
in  all  cases  they  are  handled  with  equal  success.  The  first,  on  the 
limitations  of  the  mind  on  the  subject  of  religion,  does  not  satisfy 
us,  nor  will  it  satisfy  the  minds  that  are  vexed  with  this  question. 
The  author  seems  to  have  looked  at  this  subject  from  the 
outside  rather  than  to  be  MXj  possessed  with  the  real  difficulties 
in  the  case  which  profoundly  interest  many  speculative  minde« 


*  Leeturea  an  the  Evideneet  of  Chrittianity  in  the  Nineteenth  Centnty,  De- 
liyered  in  the  Mercer  Street  Church,  New  York,  January  21  Bt  to  .February  21  ft^ 
1867,  on  the  '*  Ely  Foundatioii"  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary.  By  Albiet 
Babnbs.    New  York:  Harper  A  Brothers.    1868. 
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Not  folly  i^ppredating  the  difficulties,  he  ooold  not  be  expected  to 
fhrniBh  a  satis&ctoiy  aolation  of  them.  His  remarks  on  a  book 
revelation  are  singularly  mal  apropos  to  the  objections  against  the 
possibility  of  such  a  communication  to  man.  The  subject  of 
miracles,  though  treated  with  far  greater  thoroughness,  labors  in 
the  hands  of  the  author  under  similar  defects,  arising  from  some  in- 
capacity of  sympathy  with  the  views  of  those  who  regard  the  super« 
natural  as  impossible.  Though  the  author  attempts  to  do  justice  to 
their  position  he  does  not  completely  comprehend  it.  His  answers 
to  these  objections  are  more  unsatisfactory  than  his  statement  of 
theuL  Not  that  every  one  of  them  is  not  pertinent  and  just,  but 
that  he  fails  to  urge  two  most  important  points,  first,  the  inquiry 
by  way  of  challenge,  what  is  the  ground  of  our  confidence  in  the 
fixedness  of  the  laws  of  nature ;  and  second,  the  moral  necessitieB 
of  man  which  justify  a  deviation  from  these  laws.  Both  these 
points  need  not  only  to  be  made  but  to  be  urged,  if  super« 
naturalism  is  to  be  successfully  defended,  and  the  story  of  the 
Christian  miracles  is  to  be  fully  accredited. 

But  while  we  notice  these  lacunar  or  oversights,  we  commend 
the  lectures  as  coliUdning  not  a  few  ingenious  and  important  lines 
of  argument,  \n  the  defense  and  support  of  the  Christian  Revela- 
tion ;  all  of  which  are  urged  with  the  charming  candor  and  the 
copious  treatment  which  are  so  characteristic  of  the  eminent  and 
respected  author. 


Ths  Libbaby  of  Antk-Niobnb  Fathbbs. — Mr.  Scribner  has  re- 
ceived two  additional  volumes  of  the  new  translation  of  the 
Early  Fathers.  They  consist  of  a  first  v<dume  of  Hippolytus,*and 
^  first  volume  of  Irenaus.  Both  of  these  ancient  writers  are  of 
great  importance  in^  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  New 
Testament  canon.  From  these  pages  there  can  be  drawn  an  im- 
pr^nable  argument  in  favor  of  die  early  date  of  the  Gospels ;  in 
particular,  in  &vor  of  the  genuineness  of  John.  They  are,  also, 
the  principal  authorities  in  respect  to  the  Gnostic  sects.  The  old 
Lalan  translation  of  Irenieus  is  often  blind,  so  that  the  labor  of 
the  translator  is  an  arduous  quo.  He  appears,  however,  to  have 
succeeded  well  in  surmounting  the  difficulties  of  his  task. 
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Malcox*s  T^bologigal  Iwdkx.* — This  yolnme,  by  the  Rev. 
Howard  Maloom,  late  President  of  Lewisbarg  IJniyeisity  in 
Pennsylvania,  is  an  attempt  to  famish  students  and  others  with  a 
oarefal  list  of  the  various  books  which  treat  of  the  many  different 
subjects  of  theological  learning.  The  subjects  are  arranged  in 
alphabetical  order,  to  the  number  of  about  two  thousand,  and, 
under  each  head,  the  books  in  foreign  languages  are  presented 
first,  and  those  in  our  own  language,  whether  original  or  trans- 
lations, afterwards.  In  this  way,  nearly  seventy  thousand  referen- 
ces and  citations  are  made.  The  author  tells  us,  in  his  preface, 
that  the  work  was  commenced  more  than  forty  years  ago,  for  hiB 
own  benefit  alone.  He  had  purchased,  under  the  guidance  of  his 
revered  instructors  in  theology  at  Princeton,  a  library  of  some 
two  thousand  volumes,  when  he  entered  upon  his  active  life,  bnt, 
%ding  himself  unacquainted  with  their  contents,  he  was  often  as 
helpless  as  if  he  had  not  possessed  the  means  of  knowledge.  He 
determined,  therefore,  to  discover  what  his  own  library  contained, 
and  to  classify  his  books  according  to  the  topics  which  they  dis- 
cussed either  in  whole  or  in  part.  As  new  volumes  were  added 
to  his  own  possessions,  or  were  examined  elsewhere,  the  catalogue 
continually  was  enlarged,  until  the  thought  at  length  came  to  hli 
mind,  that  what  had  been  so  useful  to  himself,  for  so  long  a  time, 
might  be  equally  useful  to  others  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
same  branch  of  learning.  Accordingly,  at  this  late  period  of  life, 
he  gives  his  work  to  the  public  without  laying  claim  to  any  great 
measure  of  applause  or  commendation,  but  with  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  guide  those  who  follow  him  into  a  knowledge  of  the 
bibliography  of  this  science.  The  mere  preparation  of  such  a 
volume,— even  if  it  be  very  imperfect,  as  indeed,  it  must  be,  al- 
most from  the  necessity  of  the  case, — is  a  work  both  deserving  of 
and  sure  to  receive  the  thanks  of  multitudes,  especially  of  those 
who  are  beginning  their  studies  and  investigations^  and  we  can- 
not doubt  that  the  author  will  find  the  clearest  evidence  of  the 
public  appreciation  of  his  labors.  He  has,  to  use  his  own  lan- 
guage, provided  a  ^  labor-saving  apparatus,"  which  will  be  nsed 
by  so  many,  tbat  he  cannot  fbil  to  know  that  they  have  been 
aided,  and  that  they  acknowledge  their  obligations.    Dr.  Mal- 


*  7%eoloffieal  Jndtx,  R«fereiie«8  to  the  Prinoipal  Worki  in  every  deperinMnt 
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com  almost  sets  aside  the  possibility  of  pointing  ont  his  faults, 
by  the  assurance  that  he  knows  that  they  will  be  presented  by 
every  class  of  fault  finders,  and  by  challenging,  as  it  were,  the 
critic  to  make  a  better  book.    We  tremble  at  the  thought  of 
doing  the  latter,  if  it  is  to  take  forty  years  to  accomplish  it,  while 
as  for  the  former,  we  hardly  like  to  be  classed  with  any  of  those 
whom  be  describes — either  those  who  find  fault  for  the  mere  sake 
of  seeming  to  know  more  than  the  author  does,  or  those  who  do 
so  for  the  mere  love  of  it,  or  those  who,  lacking  reflection  or  as 
the  result  of  ignorance,  are  ready  to  condemn  real  excellences,  or 
those,  finally,  who  judge  by  a  standard  which  cannot  be  attained. 
We  cannot  but  think,  however,  that  the  omission  of  such  works 
as  De  Wette's  Commentary  and  Bleeps  Introduction  to  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  and  a  number  of  other  almost  equally  pro- 
minent and  valuable  works  in  other  departments,  is  quite  remark- 
able in  a  book  whose  preparation  has  been  going  forward  so  slow- 
ly.    We  think  the  author  makes  a  great  mistake,  also,  in  not 
placing  under  each  head  all  those   works   which   would  most 
naturally  appear  there — as  in  the  case  of  Commentaries,  for  ex- 
ample, why  insert  Jowett  under  the  head  of  Thessalonians,  and 
again  under  that  of  Galatians,  and  yet  omit  him  altogether  under 
that  of  Romans,  or  why  arrange  the  references  on  such  a  princi- 
ple, that  one  must  examine  all  the  side-and-secondary  points  before 
one  can  be  sure  that  a  work  like  De  Wette's,  above  mentioned,  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  volume.    The  references  to  leading  Reviews 
seem  to  us  far  less  full  than  they  might  have  been, — certainly 
where,  as  in  the  case  of  the  New  Englander^  a  complete  Index 
was  easily  accessible.     As  for  the  ^'  observations  on  the  compara- 
tive value  of  books,*'  we  like  the  author's  remarks  respecting 
them  in  his  preface  and  his  '^sparing  "  use  of  them; — we  think  a 
few,  even,  of  those  which  he  has  introduced  might  equally  well 
have  been  spared,  as,  for  instance,  his  remark  on  Robert  Haldane's 
Exposition  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  that  it  is  **  a  treasure  of 
sound  theology  and  able  criticism,"  or  his  distinguishing  Bloom- 
field's  Oreek  Testament  as  exceedingly  valuable  in  a  philological 
point  of  view.    Indeed,  we  can  hardly  escape  the  impression,  from 
our  brief  review  of  the  volume,  that  the  author  ceased  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  interior  contents  of  books  which  he 
records,  and  that  he  ended  his  careful  and  earnest  studies,  some  time 
before  the  forty  years  of  which  he  speaks  were  finished,  and  that  the 
later  publications  are  mainly  unknown  to  him  except  by  name. 
VOL.  xxvn.  26 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


894  JVatioes  of  New  Books.  [April, 

Bat  these  things  are  small  things,  it  may  be  said,  in  ooraparison 
with  the  great  value  of  the  book,  and  we  gladly  add  our  word  of 
commendation  to  the  many  which  the  author  is  hearing  now  from 
every  side,  while  we  look  away  from  what  he  has  not  done  to 
what  he  has  done.  Dr.  Malcom's  motto  on  his  title  page  is  very 
appropriate — Scire  vM  aliquidposeis  invenire^  maffna  pars  eruditi- 
onis  estP  His  Index  will  point  out  to  many  a  student,  doubtless, 
where  to  find  a  great  many  things,  and  thus  will  lead  those  who 
faithfully  use  it,  into  much  that  they  might  not  otherwise  so  easily 
have  learned. 

Thb  Ambbican  Ecclesiastical  Almanac. — ^Under  this  title, 
Professor  A.  J.  Schem,  a  learned  and  accurate  statistician,  has 
brought  together  much  information  in  relation  to  the  staie  of  re- 
ligion in  the  world.  After  the  Astronomical  introduction,  he 
takes  up,  under  various  heads,  such  as  *'  the  Evangelical  Alliance," 
^he  "  Pan  Anglican  Synod  " — matters  of  historical  interest  which 
belong  to  the  history  of  the  last  year.  Then  follows  a  record  of 
the  books,  religious  and  ecclesiastical,  which  appeared  in  1867. 
The  *' Denominational  Record '*  is  the  next  subject;  and  this  is 
followed  by  full  and  accurate  statistical  information,  pertaining 
not  only  to  thi^s  country  but  also  to  all  other  portions  of  the  earth. 
The  whole  forms  a  little  pamphlet  of  great  value.  It  may  be  ob- 
tained of  the  publisher,  Frederic  Gerhard,  15  Dey  street,  (Post- 
Box,  4001). 

BaKNUH'S  COMPBBHKKSrVB  DlCHONABT  OF  THB  BiBLB.     VkXR 

12,  18,  14. — ^In  the  last  Number  of  the  New  Englander  we  noticed 
at  some  length  this  excellent  work,  which  is  mainly  an  abridg- 
ment of  Dr.  William  Smith's  large  Bible  Dictionary.  The  parte 
now  issued  carry  the  work  on  as  far  as  the  letter  M,  and,  in  their 
general  characteristics,  are  similar  to  the  earlier  portions,  which 
have  been  already  referred  to.  Mr.  Bamum  has  added  a  number 
of  short  articles  upon  subjects  which  are  omitted  in  the  English 
work,  and  on  the  word  ^*  Man  ^  he  has  greatly  extended  the  in- 
vestigation, presenting  the  reader  with  a  brief  and  concise  state- 
ment and  discussion  of  the  arguments  respecting  the  unity  of  the 
human  race.  He  has,  in  many  instances,  altered  the  arrangement 
of  words  in  relation  to  pronunciation,  in  order  to  make  the 
division  and  accentuation  conform  to  the  best  standard.  Addi* 
tions  have,  also,  been  made  to  the  pictorial  illustrations— the 
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Greek  equivalents  for  English  words  have  been  inserted — and 
other  improvements  introduced,  rendering  the  work  more  valua- 
ble. We  are  glad  to  see  the  parts  coming  out  so  rapidly,  and 
hope  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  record  the  completion  of  the  whole. 

Dr.  Pond's  "Pastoral  Theology."* — This  book  is  a  revision 
and  reprint  of  lectures  published  twenty  years  ago.  It  will  inter- 
est those  who  are  expecting  to  become  pastors,  and  will  impress 
upon  them  a  sense  of  the  vast  importance  of  pastoral  duties,  and 
of  the  great  unfaithfulness  of  those  who  neglect  them.  It  dis- 
cusses many  disputed  practical  questions,  such  as  how  soon  a 
youDg  minister  should  seek  a  settlement — what  may  be  regarded 
as  a  satisfactory  call  to  settle— whether  he  should  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  over  which  he  is  settled — what  kinds  of  pastoral 
visits  he  should  make — ^how  he  should  treat  different  characters, 
e.  ^.,  the  sick,  opposers  of  evangelical  religion,  the  awakened  and 
inquiring,  the  desponding;  what  may  and  may  not  be  said  at 
funerals ;  to  what  extent  meetings  should  be  multiplied,  and  how 
conducted ;  whether  evangelists  should  be  employed,  or  agents  of 
benevolent  societies,  where  there  are  settled  pastors ;  whether 
politics  should  be  introduced  into  the  pulpit ;  whether  ministers 
should  withdraw  from  the  ministry,  &c.  It  contends  that  the 
right  of  ordination  is  with  ministers^  and  not  with  the  church. 

It  describes  the  pastor's  duties  to  himself,  to  his  family  (insisting 
that  he  should  have  a  family),  to  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  and 
to  Christians  of  other  denominations  as  well  as  to  his  own  people. 
It  warns  him  against  those  immoralities  and  indiscretions  by 
which  his  standing  and  influence  may  be  injured  even  more  than 
by  any  neglect  of  professional  duty.  It  concludes  that  the  faith* 
ful  pastor  may  expect  to  secure,  if  not  riches  and  honors,  the  most 
abundant  and  palpable  fruits  of  his  labors. 

The  following  passages  deserve  to  be  noted : — 

"  It  may  he  thought  that  so  much  Tuiting  vrill  leave  the  pastor  time  for  almost 
nothing  else.  His  stodles,  hia  sermons,  must  of  necessity  be  neglected.  But  ex- 
perience has  prored  that  such  need  not  be  the  result.  On  the  contrary,  I  hare 
no  doubt  that  the  minister  who  is  faithful  to  visit  his  people,  and  makes  himself 
aequainted  with  them,  will  not  only  preaoh  better  sermons, — better  adapted,  more 
appropriate  and  effeotiTe,— but  ordinarily,  the  labor  of  preparing  them  will  be 
less."    p78. 

•  Lecturea  an  Pastcrai  Theology.  By  Enoch  Pokd,  D,  D.,  Prof,  in  the  Theo. 
Ssmbiary,  Bangor. 
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»  The  minigter  should  b«  specially  faithfiil  in  bis  duties  to  his  children,  md 
more  particularly  to  his  sons,  because  he  is  not  in  the  most  favorable  dream- 
stances  for  the  discharge  of  these  dnties.  This  is  a  consideration  not  sofBcieotly 
pondered,  I  fear,  either  by  ministers  or  others.  The  farmer  oan  take  hiB^dons 
with  him  to  the  field,  and,  so,  in  most  cases,  may  the  mechanic  to  the  shop,  and 
keep  them  under  his  own  eye,  while  engaged  in  the  daily  business  of  life.  Bat 
not  so  with  the  minister  of  Christ  He  cannot  take  his  sons  with  him  into  th« 
study,  nor  in  his  parochial  visits  from  house  to  house.  The  consequence  is,  that 
.  .  .  they  are  comparatively  exempt  from  parental  inspection  at  a  period 
when  they  require  its  most  vigilant  exercise."    p.  821. 

'*  The  ministry  suffers  in  the  eetimation  of  the  public,  when  those  connected 
with  it  desert  it  without  any  obvious  necessity,  and  are  too  easily  seduced  into 
other  employments.  If  they  appear  to  think  lightly  of  the  ministry,  are  unsatis^ 
fied  in  it,  and  ready  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  desert  it— choosing  rather 
to  beeome  politicians,  jurists,  popular  lectures,  literary  adventurers,  anything 
that  promises  a  better  living  and  more  fame ;  obviously  they  oast  reproach  upon 
the  saored  office,  and  contribute  their  share  to  bring  it  into  contempt."    p.  347. 

"  If  ministers  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  to  sixty  are  disposed  to  neglect  study,  to 
preach  over  their  old  sermons,  to  lay  themselves  up  and  Uve  at  ease,  they  will 
soon  beeome  rusty  and  inefficient^  .  .  the  world  will  go  ahead  of  them,  .  . 
their  people  will  begin  to  talk  of  a  dismission  or  a  oolleaguei"    p.  856. 

"  I  would  not  do  my  peopUa  business  and  neglect  my  own.  I  would  not  torn 
farmer,  or  teacher,  or  trader,  or  author,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  means  of  liring, 
•—a  living  which,  by  the  supposition,  my  people  were  bound  to  ftirnish, — and  neg- 
lect those  holy,  spiritual  duties  which  I  had  covenanted  with  my  Master,  and  with 
them  to  perform.'*  p.  878. 

Bat  think  of  a  young  pastor^s  being  told  that  ^  noisy  mirth'' 
and  'Mudicrous  song-singins  or  story-telling,''  as  well  as  '^evil 
speaking  are  unchristian  I "  Think  of  his  being  recommended  ^to 
keep  a  private  journal  of  his  visits,"  noting  not  only  the  times, 
but  the  character  of  them — *^  what  was  said,  what  done,  how  par- 
ticular individuals  appeared?"  Think  of  his  bein?  taught  how 
to  behave  at  weddings *-to  be  "happy  and  sociable"  without  be- 
ing "boisterous  and  mirthful  I  "  Think  of  his  being  told  that  in 
the  choice  of  his  wife,  "  the  question  should  be  one  of  judgment 
more  than  of  fancy,"  since  the  Scriptures  say  nothing"  in  favor  of 
beauty,  wit,  and  brilliant  personal  accomplishments,"  since  ^'  a  very 
ordinary  minister"  is  oiten  made  respectable  and  useful  to  a  peo- 
ple "  chiefly  through  the  energy  and  influence  of  his  wife,"  while 
"a  minister  must  have  more  than  the  ordinary  measure  of  talents 
and  learning,  piety  and  gifts,  not  to  be  utterly  broken  down  and 
spoiled  through  the  influence  of  a  weak,  wasteful,  meddlesome^ 
and  imprudent  companion."  We  submit  that  all  this  is  quite 
too  piously  proper.    It  would  reduce  to  rule  what  may  better  be 
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left  to  the  freedom  of  an  affectioDate,  earnest,  and  prayerful  spirit, 
and  what  mast,  after  ail,  depen4  on  oironmstanoes.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  read  with  advantage  by  thoee  who  are  good  preachers, 
but  bcKJl  pastors. 


Zincke's  Duty  and  Disciflinb  of  Extemporaby  Pbbaching.* 
—The  author  takes  pains  to  say  extemporary^  which  is  even  a 
harder  word  for  use  than  estAemporaneoue^  if  not  quite  so  long, 
following  the  preference  of  Johnson  and  Campbell,  who  complain 
of  the  modern  use  of  eaAempore  as  an  adjective  because  it  was  be- 
fore used  as  an  adverb,  which  however  is  an  objection  that  need 
not  prevail  here,  as  certainly  it  does  not  in  many  other  cases. 
The  latter  and  shorter  word  is  ^ven  as  an  adjective  by  Webster 
and  Worcester,  with  the  authority  of  Dryden  and  Addison,  and 
is  certainly  easier  of  utterance.  The  book  itself,  besides  being 
the  more  noticeable  as  coming  from  a  clergyman  of  the  English 
Church,  is  a  new  and  peculiar  treatment  of  the  subject.  It  takes 
stronger  ground  than  most  other  treatises  in  favor  oi preaching  as 
distinguished  from  reading  sermons ;  dispensing  with  all  notes, 
even  a  brief,  in  the  pulpit ;  at  first  writing  fully  beforehand,  but 
not  committing  to  memory,  and  gradually  depending  less  on  sucb 
preparation,  till  a  scanty  outline  on  paper  is  found  to  be  enough, 
and  that  not  to  be  taken  into  the  pulpit.  The  author  gives  first 
his  own  motives  and  reasons  for  preaching  extempore,  and  con- 
siders certain  objections,  some  of  the  latter  relating  however 
chiefly  to  his  position  in  England ;  then  exhibits  his  method  of 
acquiring  the  power  of  preaching  in  this  manner ;  in  the  third  and 
fourth  chapters  treats  of  the  composition  of  sermons,  and  their 
aims  and  subjects ;  and,  in  the  last,  notes  the  place  assigned  to 
preaching  in  the  word  of  God  and  in  the  service  of  the  English 
Church.  By  way  of  illustration  he  adds  "  Notes  for  Six  Sermons," 
with  comments,  and  '•  Six  Short  Studies  for  Sermons  " — the  notes 
being  full  enough  to  be  readable  as  they  stand.  From  his  zeal 
for  freedom  in  the  pulpit,  the  reader  might  expect  to  find  his  ser- 
mons hortatory  or  fervent,  but  from  these  specimens  they  would 
appear  to  be  as  calm  and  discriminating  as  if  elaborated  with  the 

*  Tki  Duty  and  the  JHscipUne  of  Extrnnpctrwry  PreoMng.  Bj  F.  Ba&ham 
ZoGEx,  Yioar  of  Wheratead,  and  OhaplAin  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen.  First 
American  from  the  second  London  edition.  New  York :  Charles  Scribner  4t 
Ca    1S67. 
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pen.  Nor  can  they  be  said  to  be  distinctively  evangelical,  though 
they  show  his  thoughtful  study  of  the  Scriptures.  His  posiUon 
among  the  ecclesiastical  strata  of  these  times  we  take  to  be  "  broad 
church."  On  the  subject  of  future  punishment  he  avows  the  lat- 
itude of  a  restorationist,  in  the  last  two  paragraphs  of  the  sermon 
on  '*  the  return  of  the  unclean  spirit."  The  chief  interest  of  the 
volume,  however,  is  derived  from  his  experience  as  a  preacher, 
the  occasion  he  found  for  speaking  extempore,  and  his  method  of 
acquiring  the  art.  His  example  may  be  the  more  serviceable  to 
ministers  who  like  him  have  begun  with  reading  written  sermons, 
from  the  fact  that  his  change  of  method  was  not  attempted  till 
middle  life,  and  also  from  his  persistent  industry  in  carrying  it 
out.  And  among  the  good  things  he  has  said  on  the  composition 
of  sermons,  one  in  particular  might  claim  to  be  hung  up  as  an  il* 
luminated  text  in  theological  seminaries : — **  The  first  and  most  es- 
sential principle  is,  that  a  sermon  must  be  a  vertebrate  compo- 
sition." 

The  Clbbgt  and  thk  Pulpit.*— This  book  is  recommended  in 
the  "  Preface  to  the  American  Edition,"  by  a  Romanist  of  course, 
and  to  Romanists,  as  "  a  live  book  "  that  "  has  gained  an  unwont- 
ed popularity  in  France,"  of  which  "  no  less  than  twenty  thousand 
copies  are  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  as  many  ecclesiastics.*'  Cer- 
tainly it  is  well  for  the  French  priests  to  have  it,  and  it  will  be 
better  for  them  to  heed  it.  Indeed,  in  the  main,  with  here  and 
there  slight  exceptions,  its  statements  and  lessons  would  not  come 
amiss  to  Protestant  ministers.  Without  being  original  or  pro- 
found, or  systematic,  it  is  perspicuous  and  lively,  and  evidently  in- 
tended, and  in  a  good  degree  fitted,  to  awaken  the  interest  and 
encourage  the  efforts  of  the  priests  in  behalf  of  the  common 
people  of  France.  The  need  of  loving  the  people  in  order  to  ad- 
dress them  successfully,  and  particularly  the  chief  qualifications  in 
the  composition  and  delivery  of  sermons,  are  the  themes  of  the 
twelve  successive  chapters,  with  here  and  there  instructive  and 
interesting  incidents  employed  as  illustrations.    It  is  a  Menchy 

*  7%e  clergy  and  the  Pulpit  in  their  relatione  to  the  People.  By  M.  L'  AbM 
IsiDORK  MuLLois,  ChaplaiD  to  the  Em|^ror  Napoleon  III.  and  Missionary  Apos- 
toUo.  Tranalated  by  Gbomb  Psacv  Badoke,  Late  Ohaplain  in  the  DiooeBe  of 
Bombay,  Author  of  *'  the  Nefttoriana  and  theur  Ritaals,"  eto.  First  Ameriean 
Edition.  New  York:  The  Catholic  Publieation  Society,  Lawrence  Kehoe,  Gen- 
eral Agent,  126  Naasao  Street.     1867.     12mo.  pp.  SOS. 
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treatment  of  the  whole  subject,  as  being  practical  and  vivacious, 
if  also  sometimes  superficial,  ever  having  an  eye  to  eff^ect^  and 
glorifying  the  nationality  of  that  people.  In  reading  it  we  have 
been  impressed  with  the  fact,  that  an  earnest  preacher  of  the 
Romish  Church,  trying  to  benefit  the  masses  in  that  country  at 
this  day,  is  not  so  far  removed  from  an  earnest  Protestant  preacher 
as  some  might  imagine,  in  the  difficulties  encountered,  the  methods 
used  and  the  results  sought.  The  mechanical  execution  of  the 
volume  is  attractive. 

HISTOBIOAL  AND  BIOGBAPHICAL. 

History  OP  thbUnitbd  NBTHERLAin)S.* — "The  Rise  of  the 
Dutch  Republic" — the  work  which  first  gained  for  Mr.  Motley  a 
reputation  as  an  historian — closed  with  the  assassination  of  Wil- 
liam of  Orange  in  1584.  The  "History  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands ^  took  up  the  thread  of  the  story  at  that  point,  and,  in  the 
two  volumes  which  were  published,  we  had  the  continuation  of 
the  struggle  of  the  United  Provinces  for  independence  from  1584 
to  1590,  when  the  Republic  had  become  thoroughly  organized. 
These  were  six  years  which  will  be  forever  memorable  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  by  reason  of  the  Spanish  Armada^  and  the 
great  conspiracy  of  Spain  and  Rome,  in  the  interest  of  superstition 
and  despotism,  to  subjugate  England  as  well  as  to  reconquer  the 
Netherlands.  Now,  in  two  new  volumes,  the  history  has  been 
brought  down  still  further,  to  1609,  the  period  of  the  virtual 
acknowledgment  by  Spain  of  Dutch  independence  through  the 
truce  which  was  concluded  for  twelve  years. 

In  these  last  two  volumes,  Mr.  Motley  has  more  than  sustained 
the  reputation  he  had  before  gained.  He  has  won  fresh  laurels. 
While  the  events  which  he  recounts  are  scarcely  less  important 
than  those  which  gave  such  an  absorbing  interest  to  the  earlier 
volumes,  there  is  far  greater  variety  in  the  scenes  depicted.  Mr. 
Motley  has  warmed,  too,  with  his  theme.  There  is  manifested  a 
larger  freedom  in  his  whole  method  of  treating  his  subject. 
Everywhere  in  the  volume,  in  his  analysis  of  the  characters  of  the 
great  personages  who  now  come  upon  the  scene,  in  his  descriptions 
of  sieges  and  battles,  in  his  unraveling  of  the  intricacies  of  the 

•  Hi9k^  of  the  UhiUd  Nethgrlandt.  From  the  Death  of  WUliam  the  SUent 
to  the  Twelve  Yean  Truce— 1609.  By  JoHw  LoTHaop  Motley,  D.  C.  L.  Vols. 
III.  and  lY.  Sva  New  York:  Harper  A  Brothers.  New  Haven:  Judd  & 
White. 
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Machiavellian  policy  of  Spain,  and  France,  and  England,  there  is 
the  evidence  of  the  hand  of  a  master. 

It  i8  impogaible  to  trace,  within  the  limits  of  snch  a  notice  a8  we 
have  space  for,  the  progress  of  the  great  events  which  crowd  these 
nineteen  years.  The  most  that  we  propose  to  do  is  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  those  who  read  these  two  volumes  to  the  triumphant  ref- 
utation which  they  undesignedly  furnish  of  some  of  the  carping 
criticisms  which  have  been  made  of  the  earlier  volumes  bj  inter- 
ested partisans  in  Holland,  and  which  have  to  some  extent  been 
reechoed  here.  Unfortunately,  we  understand,  only  too  well,  from 
our  own  experience  since  the  slaveholders*  rebellion  was  put  down, 
how  the  services  of  true  patriots  can  be  misrepresented,  and  how 
their  mistakes  and  their  misfortunes  can  be  magnified  and  distort 
ed,  so  as  to  take  away  from  them  all  credit,  and  make  them  appear 
even  odious.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  years  hence  there  will  with- 
out doubt  still  be  found  men  in  the  United  States— and  we  can 
even  now  predict  what  their  family  names  will  be — who  will  feel 
no  satisfaction  when  the  history  of  this  country's  deliverance  from 
the  curse  of  slavery  is  referred  to.  What  wonder  is  it  then  that 
there  should  be  found  those  in  Holland  to-day  to  whom  the  story 
of  the  struggle  of  the  United  Netherlands  in  the  sixteenth  century 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  Spain  and  the  Inquisition  has  no  charm ! 
What  wonder  is  it  if  some  descendant  of  the  men  who  then  played 
false  should  say  with  an  appearance  of  what  to  a  stranger  might 
seem  extraordinary  candor,  Mr.  Motley  is  not  a  writer  of  history. 
Mr.  Motley  is  a  poet ;  he  is  an  enthusiast.  His  picture  is  an  ideal 
picture.  The  Dutch  to  be  sure  fought  well.  They  endured  hard- 
ships which  it  must  be  confessed  were  very  great,  but — they  had 
no  proper  conception  of  nationality  !  Every  province  was  jealous 
of  every  other  province.  Each  fought  for  itself  and  what  it  con- 
ceived to  be  its  own  interest.  But  suppose  all  this  to  be  true, 
most  cautious  and  candid  Dutchman!  Is  it  admissible  to  judge 
the  people  of  the  United  Netherlands  in  the  sixteenth  century  hy 
the  standard  of  the  views  respecting  nationality  which  are  held  in 
Europe  in  the  year  1868  ?  One  has  but  to  read  in  these  volumes 
of  the  scarcely  credible  state  of  things  in  France  at  this  very  time, 
when  the  League  was  triumphant  in  Paris,  or  even  afterwards, 
when  Henry  the  B6arnese  had  established  himself  on  the  throne,  to 
see  that  there  was  certainly  full  as  much  comprehension  in  Hol- 
land of  what  is  involved  in  nationality  as  there  was  in  France, 
where  every  one  worth  being  bought  was  the  paid  vassal  of  Philip, 
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and  ready  to  see  his  native  coantry  devoured  by  Spain  and  rent  to 
atoniByif  be  only  ooald  himself  preserve  his  Spanish  pension,  and 
his  own  estates.  Mr.  Motley  does  not  hide  the  fiiot  that  the  Neth- 
erlands committed  grave  errors ;  bat  his  simple  story  shows  that 
if  ever  a  people  manifested  true  patriotism,  the  people  of  Holland 
did  in  those  long  years,  when  they  fought  so  fiercely  with  Spain 
hand  to  hand. 

Another  sneer  that  comes  very  appropriately  from  this  dass  of 
men  is,  that  there  was  nothing  grand  about  the  Dutch.  They 
were  merchants — ^traders  1  Their  views  were  low  and  sordid. 
This  assertion,  which  we  met  with,  soon  after  the  publication  of 
the  first  two  volumes  of  the  History,  finds  its  answer  on  every 
page :  but  we  are  glad  to  find  it  noticed  by  Mr.  Motley  himself  in 
the  following  passage: 

"It  was  aometimes  oompUined  of  in  those  days — and  the  thought  has  even  pro- 
longed itself  until  later  tunes—that  those  republicans  of  the  United  Netherlands 
had  done  and  coold  do  great  things ;  bnt  that,  after  all,  there  was  no  grandeur 
abont  them.  Certainly  they  had  done  great  things.  It  was  something  to  fight 
the  Oeean  for  ages,  and  patiently  and  firmly  to  shnt  him  oat  from  his  own  do- 
main. It  was  something  to  extinguish  the  Spanish  Inquisition — a  still  more  cmel 
and  devouring  enemy  than  the  sea.  It  was  something  that  the  fugitive  spirit 
of  etvil  and  religions  liberty  had  found  at  last  its  most  substantial  and  steadfast 
home  upon  these  storm-washed  shoals  and  shifting  sand-banks.  It  was  some- 
thing to  oome  to  the  rescue  of  England  in  her  great  agony  and  help  to  save  her 
from  invasion.  It  was  something  to  do  more  than  any  nation  but  England,  and 
as  much  as  she,  to  anist  Henry  the  Huguenot  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  and 
to  preserve  the  national  unity  of  France  which  its  own  great  ones  had  imperiled. 
It  was  something  to  found  two  magnifieent  universities,  cherished  abodes  of 
aeienee  and  of  antique  lore,  in  the  midst  of  civil  commotions  and  of  resistance  to 
foreign  oppression.  It  was  something,  at  the  same  period,  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  system  of  common  schools — so  cheap  as  to  be  nearly  fi«e— tor  rich  and  poor 
alike,  which,  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  to  the  young  repub- 
lic, 'would  be  worth  all  the  soldieis,  arsenals,  armories,  munitions,  and  alliancsa 
hi  the  world.'  It  was  something  to  make  a  revolution,  as  humane  as  it  was  ef- 
fective, in  military  affairs,  and  to  create  an  army  whose  camps  were  European 
aoaderoiee.  Il  wfw  something  to  organise,  at  the  same  critical  period,  on  the 
most  skillful  and  liberal  scale,  and  to  carry  out  with  unexampled  daring,  sagacity, 
and  fortitude,  great  voyages  of  discovery  lo  the  polar  regions,  and  to  open  new 
highways  for  commerce,  new  treasures  for  science  Many  things  of  this  nature  had 
been  done  by  the  new  eommonwealth ;  but,  alas  I  she  did  not  drape  herself  melo- 
dramatically, nor  stalk  about  with  h«roic  wreath  and  cothurn.  She  was  alto- 
gether without  grandeur." 

With  regard  to  another  very  vagae  criticism  that  has  been  made 
respecting  want  of  faithfulness  in  the  study  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
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lie  historiaDS  of  the  period,  it  is  enoagh  to  saj,  till  we  have  a  more 
specific  charge,  that  Mr.  Motley  has  received  very  gratifying  tee- 
timonials  from  the  highest  literary  authorities  in  Holland  of  the 
laborious  care  with  which  he  has  pursued  his  studies  among  the 
original  authorities.  His  work  is  not  a  mere  compilation  from  the 
works  of  the  historians  who  have  preceded  him — Protestant  or 
Catholic.  These  all  had  and  could  have  no  access  to  material 
which  has  been  spread  open  freely  before  him.  Not  to  spe&k  of 
other  abundant  sources  of  original  documentary  information  which 
might  be  specified,  he  has  had  the  advantage  of  the  perusal  of  the 
whole  correspondence  between  Philip  H.  and  his  ministers  and 
governors  relating  to  the  afi!'air8  of  the  Netherlands  down  to 
that  monarch's  death.  Why  should  he  revise  what  he  was  able  to 
write  with  such  documents  before  him  by  the  guesses  of  men  who 
wrote  in  the  dark !  The  most  cursory  reader  of  the  history,  and 
especially  of  these  last  two  volumes,  must  be  impressed  by  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Motley  has  drawn  his  information  from  first  hands. 

Smiles's  "  Huguenots."* — Mr.  Smiles's  "  Huguenots"  is  a  com- 
pilation of  almost  encyclopedic  fullness  and  variety  in  its  facts  and 
incidents.  Such  collections  of  facts  and  statistics  are  usually  dry 
and  uninteresting  for  ordinary  and  continuous  reading,  however 
valuable  they  may  be  for  occasional  reference.  This  book,  how- 
ever, is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  It  has  all  the  interest 
of  the  most  exciting  romance.  We  should  say,  rather,  of  many 
romances,  for  each  separate  story  is  in  its  turn  as  exciting  as  the 
one  which  went  before.  These  recitals  of  the  exposures,  the  escapes, 
the  sufferings,  and  the  final  deliverance  of  many  of  the  noblest 
men  and  women  of  their  time,  or  of  any  time,  excite  alternately 
one's  detestation  of  the  system  which  dictated,  and  the  govern- 
ment which  executed,  these  infernal  persecutions  at  intervals,  for 
more  than  a  century ; — to  the  ruin  of  France  and  the  upbuilding 
of  Protestant  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  the  Netherlands,  in 
arts,  in  arras,  in  political  freedom,  and  in  the  ascendency  of  the 
Protestant  interest.  To  the  separate  topics  suggested  by  all 
these  particulars,  the  author  of  this  volume  does  ample  justice, 
and,  in  the  several  chapters  which  treat  of  these  several  points,  he 

*  The  ffuffuenota:  tbelr  Bettlements,  cburcheR.  and  industries  in  England  and 
Ireland.  By  Samubl  Smiles,  author  of  "  Self-help,"  Ac.  With  an  Appendix  re- 
lating  to  the  Huguenots  in  America.    New  Yorls :  Harper  <fe  Brothers.    1868. 
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has  contributed  valuable  information  concerning  the  progress  of 
European  civilization  in  the  16th  and  l7th  centuries.  We  know 
no  book  better  fitted  than  this  to  awaken  a  decided  Protestant 
feeling  in  the  mind  of  the  scholar,  or  to  confirm  an  intelligent 
Protestant  zeal  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  That  there  is  an 
amiable  side  in  the  lives  and  characters  of  many  of  the  ecclesi- 
astics of  the  Romish  church,  we  do  not  deny.  But  that  there  is 
a  diabolical  side  in  its  persecuting  spirit  and  its  political  in- 
trigues, ought  never  to  be  forgotten.  We  sympathize  with  the 
trosting  devotion  and  the  delightful  weakness  of  Mademoiselle  de 
Gnerin.  We  excuse  the  devoted  piety  of  Madame  Swetchine,  and 
are  almost  ready  to  conclude  that  Catholicism  is  the  system  which 
is  especially  suited  for  the  French.  But  the  horrors  which  attend- 
ed the  exodus  of  the  Huguenots  take  the  very  breath  out  of  our 
sympathy,  and  abate  the  warmth  of  our  admiration.  No  intelli- 
gent Protestant  can  ever  see  or  hear  of  the  chorch  of  St.  Germain 
d'  Auxerrois,  without  a  thrill  of  horror.  Even  the  constrained 
urbanity  and  the  courteous  civility  of  the  well  schooled  conduct- 
ors of  the  Catholic  World  cannot  eradicate  the  memories  and  as- 
sociations of  St.  Bartholomew's. 

One  interesting  fact  is  noticed  in  this  book  which  throws  a 
fiood  of  light  upon  the  relations  of  the  Church  of  England  to 
the  reformed  Churches  of  the  continent  in  the  days  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  as  contrasted  with  the  new  doctrines  upon  this  subject 
which  were  broached  in  the  days  of  the  Stuarts,  and  which  are  so 
industriously  and  arrogantly  propagated  not  only  by  the  Stubbs 
and  Boggs  of  our  time,  but  are  countenanced,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  elder  Dr.  Tyng.  In  1564,  a  por- 
tion of  the  crypt  of  the  Cathedral  church  in  Canterbury,  was 
granted  by  the  Archbishop,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Queen,  to 
the  Huguenot  refugees  as  a  place  of  worship,  and  it  has  been  occu- 
pied by  their  descendants  till  the  present  day.  This  ''under 
croft,"  or  crypt  is  directly  beneath  the  high  altar  and  the  choir  of 
the  Cathedral.  That  Presbyterian  worship  has  been  regulaily 
maintained  for  more  than  three  hundred  years,  directly  under  the 
throne  of  the  Primate  of  England,  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  denied. 
We  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  all  parties  who  may  be 
sufficiently  enlightened  to  draw  from  it  the  appropriate  inferences. 
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GoLDWiN  Smith's  **  Three  Englibh  SrATBSicEir.'** — ^Mr.  Gold- 
win  Smith's  ''Lectures  on  the  Political  History  of  England"  are 
lively  with  hits  at  parties  and  persons  now  extant  in  that  coantry, 
as  well  as  with  allusions  to  recent  events  in  the  United  States. 
Nothing  is  more  evident  to  the  reader  moderately  well  informed 
oonceraing  the  British  politics  of  to-day,  than  that  the  author, 
however  diligent  or  enthusiastic  in  his  exploration  of  the  past, 
lives  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  Irish 
question,  the  extension  of  the  electoral  franchise,  Gov.  Eyre  and 
martial  law,  the  relation  of  the  British  empire  to  its  colonies  and 
outlying  possessions,  ritualism,  Anglicanism,  the  aristocraey, 
non-intervention— -just  about  everything  that  has  any  political 
significance  or  interest  with  Englishmen  to-day,  is  touched  upon, 
or  gets  some  incidental  illustration  in  the  progress  of  these  foar 
lectures  on  three  English  statesmen  whose  names  belong  to  other 
ages,  and  of  whom  the  latest  died  more  than  sixty  years  ago. 

John  Pym,  the  great  parliamentary  leader,  ''King  of  the  Com- 
mons" at  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  with  Charles  L, — Oliver 
Cromwell,  the  ablest  ruler  that  ever  held  the  government  over 
England, — William  Pitt,  in  one  lecture  a  moderately  liberal  and 
reforming  minister,  in  the  other  a  tory  of  the  torief , — these  are 
the  statesmen  whose  lives  and  characters  are  brought  under  inspec- 
tion and  subjected  to  analysis  in  the  lectures  before  us.  The  revola- 
tionary  age  of  Pym  and  Cromwell,  and  the  reactionary  age  of  Pitt, 
when  Toryism  had  its  own  way,  seem  equally  rich  in  practical 
lessons  for  the  inheritors  of  English  liberty. 

Considered  as  political  essays,  these  lectures  are  an  effective 
illustration  of  the  utility  of  historical  studies  to  the  science  of 
politics  or  statesmanship.  History  is  a  grand  induction  of  political 
facts  in  their  relations  and  sequences.  The  analysis  of  those 
facts,  and  the  deduction  of  the  principles  by  which  they  are 
explained  and  classified,  gives  us  the  only  science  of  statesman- 
ship. For  instance,  the  history  of  English  government  in 
Ireland,  or  of  British  domination  in  India,  is  not  worth  the 
writing  or  the  reading,  unless  it  teaches  how  to  govern  a  conqaer- 
ed  people — how  to  convert  hostility  into  loyalty — ^how  to  over- 
come antipathies — ^how  to  make  the  conquered  remember  the 
date  of  the  conquest,  not  bitterly  but  thankfully,  as  introducing  a 

*  Three  EnglUh  Stateimen :  A  Oouree  of  Leeiurf  <m  ths  PolUieal  Butary  of 
England.    By  Goldihn  Siqth.    New  York:  Harper  St  Brothen. 
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new  era  of  prosperity  and  progress.  Philosopbio  historians  are 
beginning  to  make  old  records  laminoos  with  lessons  of  political 
wisdom.  We  could  almost  wish  that  Professor  Gold  win  Smith 
might  give  lectnres  on  history  in  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  if 
only  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  could  be  compelled  to  hear  him 
and  to  learn  something  from  the  blunders  and  the  successes  of 
statesmanship  in  other  countries  and  in  other  ages. 

In  another  respect  these  lectnres  are  a  noteworthy  phenomenon. 
They  are  a  suggestiTe  specimen  of  what  is  to  come  from  the  old 
universities  of  England  in  the  new  era  now  beginning.  Mr. 
Groldwin  Smith  is,  or  has  been,  an  Oxford  professor.  He  has  had 
all  the  training  and  culture  of  Oxford  scholarship.  Of  course,  he 
IB  not  a  Jacobin,  nor  an  incendiary  agitator,  plotting  bloody  revo- 
lutions. He  has  an  English  brain  and  an  English  heart,  with  a 
healthy  dislike  of  the  French.  The  key-note  of  his  first  lecture 
is,  *^  Let  us  never  glorify  revolution.  Statesmanship  is  the  art  of 
avoiding  it,  and  of  making  progress  at  once  continuous  and 
calm.**  Yet  his  theory  of  government  is  government  for  the 
people  by  the  people.  He  is  frankly  a  philosophical  republican. 
This  book  is  abundant  in  expressions  of  opinion,  for  which  the 
author  sixty  years  ago  would  have  been  found  guilty  of  sedition, 
and  sentenced  to  the  gallows  or,  at  least,  to  fourteen  years  of 
Botany  Bay.  Surely  the  world  moves ;  the  England  which  Pitt 
governed  was  not  the  England  which  D'Israeli  governs  to-day. 
Where  are  we  when  an  Oxford  scholar,  of  the  highest  rank  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  dares  to  say  of  Cromwell:  "Among  the 
Chancellors  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  the  name  of  Oliver 
stands  a  startling  reality  in  a  line  of  stately  buckram." 

We  welcome  Goldwin  Smith  to  his  proposed  residence  in  our 
country. 

MracoiB  OF  Rev.  Db.  Bethunb.* — ^This  memoir  of  Dr.  Bethune 
is  the  life  of  a  very  uncommon  Reformed  Dutchman,  by  a  rather 
commonplace  Reforme4  Dutchman,  or  rather  "Reformed  *'  clergy- 
man. It  is  written  in  a  c<}mmonplace  way,  and  scarcely  does  justice 
in  a  single  point  to  the  various  and  exuberant  genius  of  the  subject. 
Dr.  Bethnne  was  certainly  a  man  of  extraordiirary  gifts,  as  he  was 
also  a  man  of  extraordinary  liberality  and  very  extraordinary 


*  Mtmoir  of  Rn.  Geo.  W.  BHhum,  D,  D.  By  lUv.  A.  R  Yah  Nnr,  D.  D.  New 
York:  Sheldoo  A  Go.    1867. 
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narrowness,  of  large  hearted  generosity  and  of  small  minded 
prejudices.  Regarded  in  some  aspects  he  was  an  a&ble  and 
accomplished  man  of  society,  and  a  man  of  ufi&irs.  Viewed  from 
another  side  he  would  make  the  impression  of  extraordinary 
saintliness  and  fervor.  Seen  from  another  he  would  appear  to  be 
'an  earnest  scholar.  Seen  from  another  he  would  seem  narrow, 
positive,  and  supercilious,  with  generous  culture  and  refined  tastes. 
Judged  by  still  other  manifestations  he  would  pass  for  a  man  of 
pleasure  and  bonhommie.  With  all  these  characteristics  there 
was  always  manifest  the  cockneyism  of  a  town  bom  and  town 
bred  New  Yorker,  who  never  would  or  never  could  see  anything 
good  in  New  England,  neither  in  its  politics,  its  reforms,  or  its 
theology.  Though  he  was  bom  and  bred  a  gentleman,  he  had 
not  wholly  laid  aside  that  arrogance  and  self-assertion,  which  the 
truest  gentleman  never  shows,  however  much  he  may  feel  thenu 

On  the  other  hand  he  was  in  heart  so  earnest  and  fervent  a 
Christian,  so  simple  in  his  faith,  so  tender  in  his  affection,  so  devout 
in  his  spirit^  and  so  faithful  in  the  assertion  of  his  profession,  and 
in  the  defense  of  his  Master,  that  he  won  the  respect  and  subdued 
the  prejudices  of  many  who  could  not  but  oppose  his  principles 
and  reject  his  dogmatism.  There  was  a  hearty  open  manliness 
about  him,  which  gained  honor  for  the  'Christian  faith  and  the 
clerical  profession  in  the  circles  of  fashion  and  wealth  in  which 
he  moved,  and  there  was  a  spirit  of  active  service  for  Christ 
which  never  tired  till  he  put  off  the  life  of  earth,  and  entered  the 
perfected  existence  where  all  Christ's  redeemed  ones  forget  their 
prejudices  and  forget  themselves  in  the  absorbbg  love  and  won* 
der  which  Christ  receives  from  all  who  are  made  one  in  him. 

TBAYSLS. 

The  Turk  and  the  Gbebk.* — The  author  of  this  little  volume 
introduces  it  with  a  half-apology,  by  saying  that  he  would  not 
have  ventured  *'  to  invite  attention  to  another  work  oil  the  East, 
if  the  public  sympathy  were  not  already  somewhat  aroused  about 
the  Cretan  Insurrection  and  the  critical  condition  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire."  The  fact  to  which  he  thus  alludes  will,  very  probably, 
attract  the  attention  of  numbers  of  readers  to  his  book,  and  will 


*  The  Turk  and  the  Oreek ,  or  Cfreedt,  Racu,  Society,  and  Scenery  in  2\trkey, 
Oreeee,  and  the  Itim  of  Greece,  By  S.  G.  W.  Buuamin.  New  Tork:  Hard  A 
Houghton.     1867.     16mo.  pp.  268. 
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give  it  a  favorable  reception.    It  is  entirely  unpretending  in  its 
character,  and  it  is  written  as  if  it  had  been  designed  for  friends, 
who  followed  the  traveler  in  his  wanderings  through  those  his- 
toric countries,  and  waited  with  interest  for  his  letters  which 
should  tell  the  story  of  what  he  saw  and  experienced.    And  those 
persons  in  whose  way  it  £b418,  and  who  read  it  with  a  similar  feel- 
ing, will  find  themselves  easily  carried  along  from  page  to  page, 
and  entering,  for  the  time  at  least,  into  something  of  the  antiior's 
pleasure  in  what  he  describes.    Most  of  the  volume  is  taken  up 
with  the  account  of  a  journey  among  the  Turkish  towns  and 
villages,   and  of  a  visit  to  some  of  the  Greek  islands — places 
known  to  him  in  earlier  life,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.    His  testi- 
mony respecting  the  character  and  condition  of  the  people,  from 
his  observation  of  their  life,  corresponds  with  that  of  other  intelli- 
gent travelers,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  the  hopes  which 
every  true  lover  of  Greece  must  cherish  for  its  future  progress. 
The  closing  chapter  presents  a  very  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of 
Crete  and  its  past  struggles,  and,  in  view  of  this  sketch,  he  says, 
''It  is  not  for  what  they  are,  that  the  Cretans  inspire  us  with 
interest  in  their  cause,  but  for  what  they  are  capable  of  becoming 
in  future  ages,   when  possessed  of  civU  and  religious  liberty, 
which  can  alone  give,  an  enduring  form  to  the  results  of  their 
present  exertions.    That  these  exertions  will  result  in  the  imme- 
diate emancipation  of  Crete  from  the  Turkish  yoke,  is  naturally  a 
matter  of  uncertainty ;  but  they  will,  at  least,  have  the  effect  of 
weakening  the  power  of  the  oppressor,  and  of  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  oppressed,  and  render  the  ultimate  union  of 
Crete  with  the  Kingdom  of  Greece  a  problem  destined  to  be 
happily  solved  before  many  years  have  elapsed."    That  such  a 
union  will  be  accomplished,  and  that  the  Grecian  Kingdom  will  be 
purified  and  exalted,  as  the  reward  bestowed  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence on  the  heroic  struggles  of  the  past  and  the  present,  we  can- 
not help  believing  with  a  firm  faith,  for,  as  Mr.  Hilary  Skinner 
says,  in  his  recently  published  volume  on  Crete,  **  there  is  in  such 
a  people  that  which  will  redeem  many  short  comings,  and  win 
them  a  place  among  the  nations  which  most  zealously  study  the 
example  of  long  departed  Greeks." 
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HowELLfl's  Itauan  Jottrnbyb,* — In  these  *'  Italian  Jonrneys," 
Mr.  Ho  wells  gives  ns  another  collection  of  those  sprightly,  sketchy 
letters,  which  made  his  "  Venetian  Life "  so  attractive.  The 
reader  travels  pleasantly  with  him  from  Venice  to  Rome— stop- 
ping at  Ferrara  to  visit  its  quaint  old  cathedral,  and  to  recall  the 
memory  of  Ariosto  and  Tasso,  winding  with  him  through  the 
labarinthine  streets  of  Genoa,  catching  glimpses  of  modem  life  in 
Naples,  in  the  streets,  and  ^theatres,  and  caf<6s,  and  then 
drifting  back  into  the  dead  past,  through  the  ruins  of  the 
buried  cities  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii,  and  so  on  till  he 
reaches  the  Imperial  City,  and  mourns  over  the  ugliness  of  Modem 
Rome,  which  almost  overshadows  its  ancient  greatness.  That  one 
adds  little  to  one's  former  stock  of  information  about  these 
places,  already  described  by  so  many  tourists  in  letters,  good,  bad, 
and  indifferent,  is  quite  true ;  but  Mr.  Howells  has  a  pleaiiint, 
graphic  style  which  carries  one  agreeably  through  his  journeys, 
and  gives  one  a  sympathetic  interest  in  his  experiences.  There  is 
more  of  novelty  in  his  visit  to  the  Gimbri,  and  his  pilgrimage  to 
the  house  of  Petrarch,  and  some  of  the  minor  journeys  recorded 
in  this  volume.  Mr.  Howells  seems  to  us  to  be  more  in  sympathy 
with  the  modem  than  the  ancient  life  of  these  old  Italian  cities, 
but  the  growth  which  has  sprung  out  of  the  rains  of  the  past  has 
an  interest  of  its  own,  heightened  by  its  contrast  with  the  buried 
civilization  of  other  days, — and  the  facile  pen  of  the  author  gives 
us  pleasant  pictures  of  Italian  travel,  with  lights  and  shadows 
both  from  the  present  and  the  past. 

The  Great  ExHiBmoK,  and  Contdtental  SKBrcHES.! — The 
commendatory  notice  of  this  work,  which  appears  in  the  vol- 
ume itself,  declares  that  "we"  have  perused  the  volume  with 
interest,  and  can  conscientiously  commend  it  to  ''  our ''  readers ; — 
also,  that  it  is  written  in  a  polished  style,  and  is  pervaded  by  a  vein 
of  humor ;  also,  that  there  is  much  in  it  which  '^  our  ^  readers  will 


*  Italian  Jcmrney%,    By  W.  D.  Howblls,  Author  of  **  Venetiaii  Life."    New 
York :  Hurd  A  Houghton.    1867.    16mo.  pp.  820. 

f  Tke  Great  Fxhibitian :  with  OontinsfUal  Sketeksa,  Praetkal  and  Hvmoroui, 
By  HowAED  Patsov  Arnold,  Author  of  "  JSur<>pean  Motaie.** 

"  Johnson,  *  Make  a  large  book — a  folio.' 

Bo9well,  *  Bat  of  what  use  will  it  be,  Sir  T 

Johnson,  *  Never  mind  the  use;  do  ii.'" 
New  York:  Hurd  <fc  Houghton.     1868.     16mo.  pp.  486. 
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iind  of  lasting  profit ;  also,  that  the  style  is  as  refined  and  schol- 
arly as  that  of  the  earlier  work  of  the  author,  entitled  "  European 
Mosaic,"  and  the  wit  even  more  entertaining.     Who  the  "we" 
are,  who  thus  give  hearty  approval  to   Mr.  Arnold's  book  of 
travels,  we  are  not  informed,  but  the  praise,  from  whatever  source 
it  comes,  is  quite  unmeasured,  and  we  hope  is  satisfactory  to  the 
author.    Not  having  read  Mr.  Arnold^s  earlier  work,  we  feel  dis- 
posed to  take  as  favorable  a  view  of  the  present  one,  in  compari- 
son with  it„as  possible,  and,  until  we  have  examined  it,  we  are 
willing  to  admit  so  much  of  the  anonymous  critic's  statement,  as 
is  involved  in  his  last  remark,  and  to  assure  our  readers  that  the 
style  of  the  volume  before  us  is  very  probably  as  refined  and 
scholarly,  and  the  wit  as   entertaining,  as  that  to  be  found  in 
**  European  Mosaic."     We  think  it  even  possible  that,  in  every  re- 
spect, the  volume  may  be  in  advance  of  its  predecessor.    And  we 
may  add,  that  in  our  judgment,  it  is  equally  possible,  and  even 
more  so,  that  his  next  book  may  be,  both  in  style  and  value,  an 
advance  upon  the  present  one.    If  praise  could  thus  be  given  re- 
latively, and  we  could  move  only  within  the  circle  of  his  own 
writings  in  what  we  say,  we  should  hope  to  be  able  to  be  as  com- 
mendatory as  the  writer  from  whom  we  have  quoted.     But,  when 
we  come  into  the  more  positive  region  and  are  called  upon  to  ex- 
press what  we  really  think,  we  are  constrained  to  say — in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  unknown  critic  again — "  the  time  is  past  when  men 
were  satisfied  with  the  hasty  journals,  odds  and  ends  of  letters, 
and  desultory  jottings  of  European  tourists,"  and,  in  regard  to  all 
such  books,  we  can  hardly  help  feeling  that,  for  once,  Boswell's 
question,  cited  on  the  author's  title  page,  was  wiser  than  Johnson's 
answer.     Mr.  Arnold  seems  to  us  to  have  given  to  the  public  just 
such  a  hasty  journal,  and  just  suoh  jottings  and  odds  and  ends,  as 
his  commendatory  friend  assures  us  we  have  outgrown  the  need 
of, — and  while  they  were  well  enough,  as  addressed  in  letters  to 
his  friends,  or  possibly  even  as  printed  in  the  foreign  correspond- 
ence of  a  daily  journal,  they  hardly  rise  to  the  position  of  a  very 
"  entertaining  and  profitable  "  book.     A  great  many  things  of  a 
humorous  character  may  be  said  in  a  passing  private  conversation, 
or  may  be  read  with  the  morning  news,  which  are  well  enough, 
because  they  are  only  for  the  moment  and  are  then  forgotten,  and 
yet,  when  published  in  a  volume,  they  seem  too  empty  and  foolish  to 
be  read  at  all,  or  may  even  show  that  the  author  who  wrote  them, 
or  the  reader  who  is  amused  by  them,  has  no  real  appreciation  of 

VOL.  xxvn.  27 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


41 0  Notices  of  Mev>  Books.  [April, 

what  is  the  truest  humor.  And  in  nothing  do  men  more  widely 
misapprehend  their  own  powers,  than  in  this  very  point  If  Mr. 
Arnold,  and  all  writers  of  his  level  in  this  regard,  had  really  pos- 
sessed that  on  which  they  sometimes,  perchance,  pride  themselves, 
and  which  persons  like  themselves  are  ready  to  commend,  thej 
would  never  suffer  such  attempts  at  wit  and  humor  to  go  into  a 
printed  volume.  And  yet  the  writer  whose  words  we  have  intro- 
duced entertains  a  view  directly  opposite  to  ours,  and  the  sale  of 
the  volume  may  show  that  there  are  many  reader^  who  agree 
with  him.  To  our  mind  the  style  is  not  properly  characterized 
as  scholarly  or  the  anecdotes  as  exceedingly  amusing.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  style  is  that  of  the  off-hand  newspaper  writer,  and 
the  anecdotes  might  be  better  described  by  omitting  the  adverb, 
if  not  the  adjective.  Every  book  of  European  travels,  however, 
has,  from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case,  certain  points  of  interest, 
and  imparts  some  information  to  its  readers,  and  Mr.  Arnold's 
book  has  an  additional  advantage,  beyond  many  similar  gossipy 
books  of  travel  of  the  present  day,  in  that  he  has  a  good  deal  to 
•ay  of  the  Paris  Exhibition,  which  all,  who  did  nothaviahe  privi- 
lege of  seeing  it,  are  glad  to  have  described  for  their  entertainment. 
Indeed,  it  is  but  justice  to  the  author  to  say,  that,  in  this  part  of 
his  volume,  there  is  considerable  that  will  repay  the  reader  for  the 
time  spent  in  perusing  it.  As  much  as  one-fourth  of  the  book  is  de- 
voted to  this  subject.  Dr.  Malcom,  in  the  preface  to  his  lately 
published  Theological  Index,  remarks  on  the  little  reliance  which 
can  be  placed  on  the  observations  of  different  writers  concerning 
the  merit  and  value  of  books,  and,  in  illustration  of  his  views,  cites 
the  criticisms  of  a  widely-known  work  by  two  such  distinguished 
personages  as  Southey  and  Macaulay,  the  former  of  whom  pro- 
nounces it  the  production  of  a  decided  partisan,  and  both  unjust 
and  ill-tempered,  while  the  latter  describes  it  as  calm,  eminently 
judicial,  and  even  the  most  impartial  book  he  ever  read.  If  Mr. 
Arnold  should  place  our  brief  notice  of  his  volume  by  the  side  of  the 
one  which  accompanies  his  work,  perhaps  he  might  be  inclined  to 
make  the  comparison  a  starting  point  for  some  reflections  on  the 
worthlessness  of  criticism,  and  the  reading  public,  by  measuring 
the  one  against  the  other,  might  form  its  own  estimate  of  his  book. 
If  so,  we  should  not  complain,  only  we  should  be  disposed,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  and,  perhaps,  of  Mr.  Arnold  himself,  to  desire 
that  notices  from  both  sides  should  go  forth  together,  rather  than 
that  one  alone  should  be  given  which  indulges  in  the  freest  use  of  the 
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words  "  scholarly  "  and  "  humorous,"  or  which  conBcientiously  com- 
mends the  volume,  and  declares  it  to  be  a  work  of  lasting  value. 
There  is  a  difference  between  sweet  versification  and  poetry  raan- 
ufiictured  to  order,  though  the  literary  writer  of  one  of  our  lead- 
ing jonmals  has  lately  spoken  of  a  collection  of  the  latter  as  if  it 
were  the  former ;  and  if  some  one  is  found  to  say  so,  perhaps  the 
average  of  criticism  is  better  than  it  would  be  otherwise. 

BELLES  liBTTBES. 

NoKwooD.* — ^At  last  the  editor  of  the  Ledger  has  given  per- 
mission to  Mr.  Scribncr  to  publish  Norwood  in  a  volume  I  This 
unexpected  favor  will  be  greeted^by  the  expectant  public  with  a 
pean  of  grateful  thanksgiving,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  copies  will 
doubtless  be  sold.  Have  not  scores  of  thousands  of  persons 
already  read  it  in  the  columns  of  the  Ledger?  Will  not  other 
myriads  who  do  not  take  the  Ledger,  but  who  have  heard  of  it, 
or  even  heard  of  Mr.  Beecher,  also  be  constrained  to  buy  it? 
Mr.  Beecher  and  The  New  York  Ledger  are  fixed  facts.  The  man 
who  does  not  do  justice  to  these  potent  elements  of  American  so- 
ciety, does  not  know  the  Great  American  Republic  as  it  is  to-day. 

We  do  not  advertise  in  the  Ledger,  but  we  find  that  we  have 
advertised  the  Ledger  and  Norwood  also,  and  we  trust  that  Mr. 
Bonner  and  Mr.  Beecher  will  be  satisfied. 

But  what  of  Norwood,  in  sober  earnestness  and  with  critical 
honesty  ?  Has  Mr.  Beecher  written  a  good  novel  ?  We  can  say 
with  truth  that  he  has  written  an  interesting  book.  Parts  of  it 
are  tedious  and  long  winded,  as  Judge  Bacon  describes  Dr.  Went- 
worth's  conversational  lectures ;  but  there  are  many  choice  passa- 
ges ;  and  we  were  going  to  say  many  fine  characters ;  but  we  cor- 
rect ourselves  by  saying  many  fine  descriptions  of  characters. 
One  of  the  chief  defects  of  the  book,  as  a  tale,  is  that  there  is 
so  little  individualization  of  character.  The  characters  are  too 
heavily  Beechered  to  be  allowed  much  individuality  of  their  own. 
They  are  skillfully  draped  and  masked,  but  through  all  the  domi- 
noes one  sees  the  glistening  of  Mr.  Beecher's  eyes,  and  hears  the 
tones  of  Mr.  Beecher's  voice.  Barton  Cathcart,  Rose  Went- 
worth,  and  even  Hiram  Beers  and  Tommy  Taft,  are  all  Mr. 

*  Norwood:  or  ViUag$  Life  in  Hew  England.  By  Hxnkt  Ward  BiKoma. 
[From  the  New  York  Ledger].  Kew  York:  Charles  Scribner  A  Co.  1868. 
Kew  Haven:  Judd  A  White. 
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Beecher  in  varioas  moods  and  guises.  All  their  conTersations, 
saving  the  occasional  swearing,  remind  us  of  parts  of  Mr.  Beech- 
er's  sermons  and  lectures.  We  do  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Beecher,  in 
drawing  each  of  these  characters,  had  some  living  person  in 
mind.  We  think  we  have  heard  from  him  before  of  the  person 
who  sat  for  Hiram  Beers.  But  he  has  failed,  because  he  has  pro- 
jected so  much  of  himself  into  their  b^g,  instead  of  transfusing 
their  being  into  himself.  He  preaches  too  much  through  all  his 
characters,  though  the  preaching  is  much  of  it  very  good,  and 
quite  to  our  mind.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  one  cannot  help 
being  interested  in  these  varied  personifications — ^perhaps,  in  part, 
because  he  sees  so  much  of  Mr.  Beecher  in  them  alL 

The  tale  purports  to  give  us  village  life  in  New  England.  Bat 
does  it  g^ve  this  life  as  it  is,  or  as  it  ever  was  ?  We  wish  we 
could  truly  answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative.  Life  in  New 
England  would  be  far  better  than  it  is  in  fact,  were  this  picture  to 
be  accepted  as  a  just,  even  though  an  idealized,  portndture.  We 
do  not  doubt  that  Mr.  Beecher  desired  to  set  off  what  he  deems  its 
peculiar  features  to  the  best  advantage,  but  we  cannot  accept  his 
realizations  even  as  bright  reflections  of  sober  truth.  This  life  is 
in  some  respects  &r  better,  and  in  others  far  worse  than  he  has 
rendered  it.  Its  cultivated  people  are  not  so  stilted  and  soaring, 
and  its  common  people  are  not  so  uncouth  and  rude  as  he  would 
make  them  to  be.  Its  theologians  are  not  so  unpractical,  nor  are 
its  old  maids  quite  so  stiff  as  Dr.  Buel  and  Agate  BisseL  Solid 
good  SCTse,  practical  insight  into  men  and  things,  faith  in  God 
and  love  to  man,  as  exemplified  by  deeds  rather  than  evanesced  in 
sentiment,  these  are  the  prominent  characteristics  of  its  people. 
Exaggeration  is  Mr.  Beecher's  besetting  sin,  and  when  he  attempts 
to  idealize,  he  gives  too  often  an  extravaganza.  But  with  all  its 
defects  and  overdoings,  Norwood  will  be  read,  and  will,  in  the 
main,  leave  a  good  impression  of  New  England  life,  as  well  as  an 
elevating  impression  of  the  purposes  and  aims  of  human  existence- 

Salomb.* — ^Mr.  Keyword's  "Salome"  is  a  dramatic  Poem,  the 
scene  of  which  is  laid  in  Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  its  fall.  It  is 
powerful  in  many  passages — and  sometimes  runs  to  the  height  of 
genuine  poetry.    Many  of  the  characters  are  boldly  conceived, 

•  Mohm.  a  Dramatic  Poem.  By  J.  C.  Hktwokd.  Kew  Tork:  Hard  k 
Houghton.    1867.    Kew  Hayen:  Jndd  A  White. 
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and  the  incidents  are  sldllftilly  woven  together.  But  the  tiheme  is 
too  sahlimelj  grand  to  promise  saccess  to  any  bat  the  most  emi- 
nently, and,  we  might  almost  say,  snperhnmanly  gifted,  and  hence, 
<* Salome''  cannot  be  called  a  great  Poem,  in  part  because  of  the 
difficalty  of  the  theme. 

Ix  THB  Tbab  *1  8  * — ^Messrs.  Leypoldt  &  Holt  have  given  to  the 
public  another  translation,  in  one  of  the  daintiest  possible  of  vol- 
umes. The  page  is  exquisite,  and  the  binding  befits  it.  The  tale 
is  of  the  year  '13,  just  before  the  great  rising  in  Germany  against 
Napoleon,  in  what  is  still  called  the  war  of  liberation — the 
war  which  gave  Germany  a  new  national  and  religious  life,  and 
which,  as  we  would  fain  believe,  is  still  to  bear  nobler  fruits 
in  the  united  Protestant  Germany  that  is  to  be.  The  scene  is  in 
Mecklenburg,  in  one  of  the  lowliest  of  its  villages,  lying  far  away 
from  the  track  of  travel,  where  the  simplicity  of  peasant  life  is  still 
retained.  The  dialect,  in  which  the  tale  is  written,  is  still  spoken 
among  peasants  and  children  in  all  of  North  Grermany,  and  it  has 
an  expressible  charm  for  all  who  can  use  it.  The  story  is  full  of 
humor,  intermingled  with  strains  of  heroism  and  pathos,  and  sus- 
tained all  the  while  by  a  noble  moral  of  duty  to  man  and  trust  in 
God.  Of  all  the  queer  German  tales  which  we  have  read,  this  is 
one  of  the  queerest,  and  not  one  of  the  least  interesting. 


.   MISCEZXANSOUB. 

Pichte's  "Science  of  Knowledge.! — ^This  translation  of  the 
Wieeenechafte'LehTe  of  the  elder  Fichte  has  been  very  carefully 
prepared  and  is  very  elegantly  printed.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  first 
tran^ation  into  English  of  any  of  the  speculative  treatises  of  the 
author,  and  it  will  be  welcomed  by  many  who  cannot  read  the 
German  original.  The  execution  of  the  work  is  unexceptionable. 
We  do  not  see  how  any  translation  of  such  a  treatise  could  be 
better  than  this.  It  will,  however,  be  likely  somewhat  to  disap- 
point those  who  hope  to  gain  from  it  a  clear  and  vivid  impression 

*  In  the  year  *18 :  A  Tale  of  Mecklenbarg  Life.  By  F&xtz  Riana.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Platt-Deotch.  By  GHA&Ln  L»  Lswbs.  New  York :  Leypoldt  k 
Holt.     1S68.     . 

t  Ths  Science  ofKnemUdge,  By  J.  G.  Fioen.  Tnmalated  from  Che  Oerman^ 
by  A.  E.  KaoBGia.    Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  k  Ga    1868. 
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of  the  distinctiye  principles  of  Fichte's  theoretical  system.  This 
disappointment  ought  not,  however,  to  be  referred  either  to 
Fichte  himself  or  to  his  translator.  Fichte,  himself,  is  not  in  fanlt, 
so  far  as  the  diction  in  which  he  writes  is  concerned,  or  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  expounds  his  doctrines.  His  translator  has 
rendered  his  treatise  into  good  and  intelligible  English.  Where, 
then,  lies  the  difficulty  ?  It  will  be  found,  we  think,  chiefly  in  the 
following  partic'ilars :  First,  the  technical  terms  by  which  Fichte 
must  be  translated,  though  not  unknown  to  the  English  language, 
and  not  entirely  strange  to  English  philosophers,  are  not  sufficiently 
naturalized  and  familiar  to  convey  to  the  mind  that  exactness 
and  fiillness  of  import  which  they  have  in  the  German.  The 
English  scholar  who  reads  Fichte  in  the  original  is  forced  to 
study  out  the  signification  of  the  German  originals  of  these  terms, 
as  he  does  the  meaning  of  the  terms  less  technical,  and,  if  he  suc- 
ceeds in  making  out  the  import  of  anything  in  his  writer,  he  will 
be  likely  to  have  mastered  the  import  of  the  terms  which  are 
technical.  Second,  the  diction,  whether  of  the  English  or  the 
German,  supposes  a  special  discipline  in  logical  and  metaphysical 
studies  to  which  very  few  English  scholars  have  the  patience 
to  submit  themselves  before  they  essay  to  read  German  philosophy 
either  in  the  original  or  in  translations.  Too  many  are  in  the  situa- 
tion of  persons  who  should  attempt  to  read  an  advanced  treatise 
in  chemistry  or  law  without  the  preliminary  mastery  of  the 
nomenclature  of  these  sciences.  To  such  readers  the  treatise 
must  of  necessity  be  blind  and  uninteresting.  At  best,  they  can 
be  only  imperfectly  understood.  Third,  Fichte  presupposes  a 
knowledge  of  Kant,  not  merely  a  general  acquaintance  with  the 
principles  of  his  system,  but  a  familiarity  with  the  questions 
which  he  raised,  and  the  conclusions  which  he  reached,  as  well  as 
the  problems  which  he  left  unsolved.  It  was  to  Kant  that  Fichte 
attached  himself,  beginning  his  speculations  where  Kant  left  off. 
It  was  to  the  public,  who  had  been  as  it  were  saturated  with 
Kant,  that  he  addressed  himself.  The  familiar  knowledge  of 
Kant  which  he  so  constantly  presupposes,  his  translator  may  not 
expect  to  find  among  English  readers. 

We  congratulate  the  knot  of  philosophical  students  in  St 
Louis,  among  whom  the  translator  is  conspicuous,  for  the  zeal 
with  which  they  prosecute  metaphysical  researches,  and  the 
earnestness  with  which  they  labor  to  excite  an  interest  in  specula- 
tive questions.     We  hope  that  this  work  may  be  read  with  suffi- 
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cient  interest  to  reward  the  labor  bestowed  upon  it,  if  it  should 
fail  to  fulfill  all  the  wishes  and  hopes  which  he  expresses  in  the 
Preface ;  viz.,  that  it  will  lead  to  the  true  science  of  knowledge,  and 
pnt  a  stop  to  all  '^  those  stale  and  unprofitable  metaphysical  specu- 
tions,  by  indulging  in  which  mankind  has  wasted  time  and  ener- 
gies enough  to  advance  true  culture  beyond  Ihe  most  daring 
dreams." 

The  Elements  op  Physiology  and  Hygiene .♦ — This  volume 
is  the  product  of  the  joint  labors  of  the  writers  whose  names 
appear  on  the  title-page.  Mr.  Huxley,  well  known  if  not  some- 
what notorious  as  a  physiologist,  contributes  all  the  Physiology — 
226  pages — and  Dr.  Youmans  of  the  State  Normal  School,  Wino- 
na, Minn.,  contributes  the  Introductory  Chapter  on  the  relations 
of  Physiology  to  the  other  sciences,  and  the  chapters  on  Elemen- 
tary Hygiene — 189  pages.  The  Physiological  portion  by  Huxley 
is  admirably  done.  It  is  condensed,  clear^  ingeniously  and  forcibly 
illustrated,  with  no  weaknesses  or  dilutions,  such  as  are  often 
found  in  elementary  treatises.  The  cuts,  also,  are  abundant,  and 
well  suited  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  designed. 

The  chapters  on  Hygiene  are  less  skillfully  prepared.  Had  the 
writer  adhered  more  closely  to  the  excellent  model  furnished  by 
Dr.  Hrtxley,  he  would  have  done  far  better.  Portions  of  his 
matter 'are  written  in  the  manner  of  his  master,  and  are  well 
suited  to  the  uses  of  an  elementary  text-book.  Other  portions  are 
written  diffusely,  and  are  incumbered  with  the  recital  of  cases 
appropriate  to  an  extended  treatise,  as  well  as  with  long  extracts 
from  writers  of  authority,  which  are  entirely  out  of  proportion  to 
the  size  and  objects  of  the  work.  We  are  glad  to  record  to  the 
honor  of  Mr.  Huxley,  that  he  has  not  introduced  a  single  doubtful 
doctrine,  or  taken  occasion  to  advance  or  suggest  a  single  infer- 
ence which  would  be  offensive  to  a  spiritual  or  Christian  Philoso- 
phy. He  has  studiously  and  successfully  abstained  from  obtruding 
any  one  of  the  objectionable  opinions  which  he  holds  in  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  soul  or  its  relations  to  the  Supreme  Being  and 
its  final  destiny. 

Dr.  Youmans  has  also  endeavored  to  be  on  his  guard,  but  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  he  has  not  been  entirely  successful,  either  in  his 

*  7Atf  EUmenlt  of  Phytiology  and  Hygiene:  A  text-book  for  Educational 
InstitntionB.  By  Messrs.  H.  Huxlet,  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S.,  and  Wm.  Jat  Toumans, 
M.  D.     With  numerous  Illustrations.     New  York:  D.  Appleton  <fe  Co.     1868. 
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introduction  or  in  his  treatise  upon  Hjgiena  He  is  too  ardent 
and  confiding  an  admirer  of  Herbert  Spencer  to  keep  out  of  ^ight 
his  devout  recognition  of  his  principles,  and  to  avoid  introducing 
some  allusions  to  those  who  are  jealous  of  a  materialistic  philosophy. 
But  the  philosophy  is  too  crudely  and  boldly  stated  to  do  any 
harm,  and  the  allusions  are  generally  too  blind  to  be  understood. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  seriously  object  to  these  defects  in  what 
would  otherwise  be  an  excellent  elementary  treatise. 

Hbckbs's  Scikntifio  Basis  or  Education.* — ^Mr.  John  Hecker's 
^^Letters  on  the  Scientific  Basis  of  Education,"  d;c^  d;c,  is  an  expo- 
sition of  the  ordinary  assumptions  and  classifications  of  Phre- 
nology, with  the  addition  of  seven  spiritual  organs,  surmounted 
by  Godliness,  which  is  located  on  the  top  of  the  head  (pointing 
skyward,  we  suppose).    This  faculty  is  made  the  organ  of  the 
Holy  Spirit's  presence  and  influence.    For  this  oondescending 
compliment  to  Christianity,  so  unusual  in  the  devotees  of  Phre- 
nology, President  Stearns  of  Amherst  College  makes  a  profound 
obeisance  in  the  following  language :  ^'  I  thank  you  especially  for 
recognizing  the  presence  of  the  divine  mind  with  the  human,  and 
its  action  upon  it."    The  Hon.  6.  W.  Hoss,  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  in  Indiana,  says :  ^*I  thank  you  in  the.)^ame  of 
an  humble  believer  in  Christianity,  that  you  declare  the  import- 
ance of  moral  culture  ;  that  you  clearly  recognize  the  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.    In  brief  and  fine,  I  can  condense  my  state- 
ment into  a  single  line,  by  saying  that  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
doctrine  set  forth  in  these  pages  is  to  be  the  New  JEvangel  of 
Education.^'*     After  reading  these  and  other  testimonials,  we 
turned  with  awakened  and  eager  expectation  to  the  contents  of 
this  new  Philosophy  and  Gospel  combined,  thinking  to  find  some- 
thing very  extraordinary  in  the  science  which  has  called  forth  such 
expressions  of  gratitude  for  the  compliment  paid  to  Christianity, — 
on  the  principle,  we  suppose,  that  from  so  exalted  a  source  ^  small 
&vors  should  be  thankfully  received."    In  examining  the  contents 
of  this  treatise  on  a  Scientific  Basis,  our  attention  was  first  attract- 
ed to  four  imposing  plates   illustrating  the  temperaments — ^the 

*  Th€  Scientific  Basis  of  Education  DemonstraUd.  By  an  Analysis  of  the 
temperaments  and  of  phrenolo^cal  facts,  in  connection  with  mental  phenomena 
and  the  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  processes  of  the  mind:— in  a  aeries  of 
letters  to  the  department  of  pnhlio  instruction  in  the  city  of  New  York.  By 
John  Hboub.    New  York :  Published  by  the  Author,  56  Rutgers  street     1867. 
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nervoiiB,  the  sangaine,  the  lymphatic,  and  the  billons.  But  the 
aspect  of  each  of  them  was  so  decidedly  bilions,  that  we  found  no 
special  satisiaction  here.  Then  several  engraved  busts  of  General 
Washington  were  disposed  in  snch  ways  as  to  present  its  varions 
frontages,  written  over  with  the  names  of  the  faculties,  each  sur- 
mounted with  a  graduated  hemisphere  resembling  a  wire  rat-trap, 
and  designed,  we  suppose,  to  measure  off  the  relative  extent  and  in- 
terest of  the  faculties  that  were  printed  upon  the  cranium.  Not 
finding  here  the  Scientific  Basis,  we  had  recourse  to  the  text. 
Bat  we  were  doomed  to  be  disappointed  a  third  time,  for  we 
found  nothing  in  this  except  the  familiar  phrenological  doctrines  of 
the  faculties  and  the  temperaments,  with  the  addition  which  we 
have  already  noticed.  In  this  phrenological  muddle  of  facul- 
ties, <fcc.,  there  occur  many  truisms  about  education  which  would 
have  been  much  more  intelligible,  though  perhaps  less  imposing, 
if  they  had  not  been  phrased  in  the  phrenological  dialect,  and 
shaped  to  its  barbarous  classification.  We  ought  to  add  that 
there  is  interwoven  in  the  discussion  a  queer  doctrine  of  the 
Apostolic  Church,  and  the  mystic  significance  of  the  number 
twelve,  which  we  are  not  sure  that  we  understand  well  enough  to 
describe.  As  we  are  not  prepared  to  give  any  recommendation  of 
this  book  ourselves,  we  will  transcribe  one  from  the  late  Bishop 
Hopkins.  *^  As  a  whole,  I  regard  your  work  as  a  very  admirable 
oontribution  to  the  philosophy  of  true  education,  which  presents 
a  more  profound  and  scientific  view  of  the  subject  than  auy  other 
work  within  my  knowledge,  and  must,  it  seems  to  me,  produce  a 
highly  beneficial  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  thoughtful."  We 
hope  that  in  quoting  this  we  have  not  offended  against  the  maxim 
"  nil  de  moriuia^  ike* 

Ecce  Ccelum.^ — ^This  modest  volume  presents  a  new  phase  of  the 
"  Ecce  "  literature.  It  is  connected  with  the  original  series — "  Ecce 
Homo,"  •*  Ecce  Deus,"  etc.— only  by  analogy  of  title,  not  of  subject 
or  aim.  It  touches  questions,  not  so  much  of  Revealed,  as  of  Natural 
Theology,  and  abounds  rather  in  the  facts  of  science,  than  in  theo- 
logical speculations.  It  presents,  in  truth,  an  admirable  resumi 
of  the  sublime  teachings  of  Astronomy,  as  related  to  natural 
religion — a  series  of  brilliant  pen-photographs  of  the  Wonders  of 

*  Eeee  Ccelum :  or,  Parish  Astronomy.  In  six  Lectarea.  By  a  Oonneoticnt 
Paator.    Boston:  Nichols  A  Noyes,  117  Washington  street.  1867.  12mo.  pp.  198. 
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the  Heavens,  ae  part  of  Qod's  glorious  handiwork.  The  first  five 
lectures  pass  the  science  in  rapid  review  ;  the  last  treats  of  the 
Author  of  Nature,  as  related  to  its  leading  features.  There  is  not 
a  dry  page  in  the  volume,  but  much  originality  and  vigor  of  style, 
and  often  the  highest  eloquence.  It  is,  withal,  evidently  by  an 
author  at  home  in  his  subject,  not  "crammed"  for  the  task.  It 
afiTords  a  fine  example  of  what  an  intelligent  pastor  can  do,  out- 
side of  his  pulpit,  towards  training  an  intelligent  people,  and  by 
imparting  to  them  Nature's  teachings,  leading  them  "through 
Nature  up  to  Nature's  God" — ^the  God  of  Revelation  as  wdl. 
To  such  a  book  the  author  need  not  hesitate  to  afiSx  his  nama 

In  a  new  edition  he  will  doubtless  correct  the  inad vei  tence  on 
pages  115  and  133,  by  which  the  sun's  diameter  is  made  but  half 
as  large  as  it  should  be. 
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Ministeria]  Culture.  The  substance  of  an  address  deUvered  to  the  Senior 
dan  in  the  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  July  18,  1867.  Andoyer:  W.  F. 
Draper.    86mo.  pp.  28^ 

The  Young  Man  Setting  out  in  Life.  By  William  Guest,  F.  G.  S.  American 
TntA  Society,  New  York.    24ma  pp.  161. 

The  Word.  The  Star  out  of  Jacob.  By  the  author  of  *'  Dollars  and  Cents." 
K  Carter  and  Brothers.     186a     12mo.  pp.  891. 

The  Baptist  Movement  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  its  Vindication.  A  Dis- 
course delivered  at  the  one  hundred  and  twelfth  annivemry  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Middleborough,  Mass.  Jan.  16,  1868.  By  David  Weston.  Boston: 
Oonid  A  Lincoln.     1868.     8vo.,  pp.  82. 

Our  national  obligations  to  acknowledge  God  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  By  J.  H.  McIlvaiDe,  Professor  of  Political  Science  in  Princeton  College. 
8vo.  pp.  8. 

Religious  Defect  of  the  Oonstittttion  of  the  United  States.  By  E.  R.  Craven, 
D.  D.    8yo.  pp.  7. 

BBTOBICAL  AND  HOOaAPBIOAU 

Rome  sad  the  Popes.  Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  K.  Brandes.  By 
Rev.  W.  J.  Wiseman.    New  York:  Benziger  Brothers.    12mo.  pp.  215. 

Landmarks  of  History.  Part  III.  Modern  History  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Reformation  to  the  Accession  of  Napoleon  III.  By  Miss  Yonge.  Edited  by 
Edith  L.  Chase.  First  American  edition.  New  York:  Leypoldt  A  Holt.  1868. 
12mo.  pp.  466. 

A  Rejoinder  to  Mr.  Bancroft's  Historical  Essay  on  President  Reed.  By  W.  B. 
Reed.    Philadelphia:  8vo.  pp.  114. 

Life  of  St  Francis  of  Assisi ;  and  a  Sketch  of  the  Franciscan  Order.  By  a 
Religious  of  the  Order  of  Poor  Classes.  With  Emendations  and  Additions  by 
Very'  Rev.  P.  da  Magliano,  0.  S.  F.    New  York :  P.  O.  Shea.     8vo.  pp.  674. 

Reminiscences  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  Col.  Phineas  Stanton,  A.  M.  No- 
vember, 1867.     Rochester:  E.  Darrow  A  EempshalL     1867.    8vo.  pp.  94. 

life  and  Letters  of  Wilder  Dwight,  Lieut. Col.  Second  Mass.  Inf.  Vols.  Bos- 
ton :  Ticknor  and  Fields.     8va  pp.  860. 

The  Progress  of  the  American  Republic  An  Oration  delivered  at  the  Cen- 
tennial Celebration  of  the  Town  of  Paxton,  June  14,  1866.  By  Rev.  John  Fla- 
vel  Bigelow.    8va  pp.  82. 

An  Historical  Discourse  delivered  at  West  Brookfield,  Mass.  on  the  occasion  of 
the  one  hondred  and  fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  First  Church  in  Brookfield,  Oct 
16,  1867-    By  Samuel  Dunham.    With  a  Poem  and  Appendix.    8vo.  pp.  128. 

The  Weaver  Boy  who  became  a  Missionary.  Being  the  Story  of  the  Life  and 
Labors  of  David  Livingstone.  By  H.  G.  Adams.  New  York:  R.  Carter  A 
Brothers.     1868.    12ma  pp.  879. 
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OeDealogical  History  of  the  Lee  Fwnily  of  Yir^nia  and  Maryland,  from  A.D. 
1800  to  1866.  With  notes  and  iUnBtrations.  Edited  by  E.  0.  Mead.  New 
York  :  C.  Richardson  A  Co.    4to.  pp.  125. 

^  TRAYILS. 

The  Albert  N'Tanza,  or  Great  Basin  of  the  Nile ;  an  Exploration  of  the  Nile 
Sonrces.  By  Sir  S.  W.  Baker.  Map,  OlastrationB,  and  Portndt  Philadelphia: 
J.  B.  Lippincott  A  Co.     2  vole.  8vo.  p.  xxx.  871 ;  x.  872. 

Sketches  of  Central  Asia.  Additional  Chapters  on  my  Travels,  Adventaree, 
and  Ethnology  of  Central  Asia.  By  Arminius  Yambery.  Philadelphia:  J.  B. 
Lippincott  <fe  Co.    8vo.  pp.     vtii.,  444. 

BXLLSS   LETTEX8. 

English  Literature  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  On  the  plan  of  the  Author*! 
Compendium  of  English  literature,  and  Supplementary  to  it.  For  Advenoed 
Classes  and  Private  Reading.  By  C.  D.  Cleveland.  New  revised  and  enlarged 
Edition.    Philadelphia :  J.  A.  Bancroft  A  Ca     l2mo.  pp.  798. 

The  Book  of  Vagaries ;  oomprieing  the  New  Mirror  for  Travelers,  etc  By 
J.  K.  Paulding.  Edited  by  W.  L  Paulding.  New  Tork:  C.  Seribner  tod  Ca 
Svo.'pp.  417. 

The  Dutchman's  Fireside.  A  Tale.  By  J.  K.  Paulding.  Edited  by  V.  L 
Paulding.     New  York:  0.  Seribner  dt  Co.     8vo.  pp.  xi.  376. 

Old  Fritz  and  the  New  Era.  By  Mrs.  Oara  Mundt  (Louise  Hiihlbacb).  Tru»- 
lated  from  the  German  by  Peter  Langley.  New  York :  D.  Applet  on  db  Ca  8va, 
pp.  271. 

Andreas  Hofer.  An  Historical  Novel  by  Louisa  Miihlbach.  Translated  Irom 
the  German  by  F.  Jordan.  New  York :  D.  Appleton  A  Co.  1868.  Svo.  pp. 
261. 

Count  Hirabeau ;  an  Historical  Novel.  By  Theodor  Mundt  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Th6r68e  J.  Radford.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  k  Co.  Svo.  pp^ 
278. 

A  Stormy  Life.  A  Novel.  By  Lady  Georgiana  Fullerton.  Three  volunwi 
complete  in  one.    New  York:  D.  Appleton  A  Co.     1868.    8vo.  pp.  804. 

Brownlows.  A  Novel.  By  Mrs.  Oliphant.  New  York :  Harper  <fc  Brothers. 
Svo.  pp.  186. 

Lady  Alice,  or,  the  New  Una.  A  Novel.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  4  Co. 
8vo.  pp.  152. 

A  French  Country  Family.  By  Madame  de  Witt,  n^e  Guizot.  Translated  by 
Dinah  Mulock  Craik.    New  York :  Harper  and  Brothers.    12mo.  pp.  216. 

Pen  Pictures  of  Charles  Dickens'  Readings.  Taken  from  Life  by  Kate  Field. 
Boston :  A.  E.  Loring.    8vo.  pp.  88. 

Poems  of  the  Prairies.  By  Leonard  Brown,  Dee  Moines.  Publbhed  by  Red- 
head A  Wellslager.     1868.     12mo.  pp.  186. 

Manners,  or,  Happy  Homes  and  Good  Society  all  the  Year  round.  By  Mn. 
Hale.    Boston :  J.  E.  Tilton  A  Co.     1868.    12mo.  pp.  877. 

Social  and  Political  Dependence  of  Women.  By  Mrs.  J.  S.  Mill  Boston :  W. 
Y.  Spencer     12mo.  pp.  86. 
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A  Letter  from  G«rriU  Smith  to  Albert  Bwnes.  Peterboro,  New  York.  8to. 
pp.  14. 

Time  and  Tide,  by  Wemre  and  Tyne.  Twenty-flTe  lettera  to  a  Working  Mas 
of  SmiderUnd,  on  the  Laws  of  Work.  By  J.  Roakin.  Kew  York:  J.  Wiley  A 
Son.    ISmo.  pp.  Tii,  Sia 

An  Addreaa  on  Soocees  in  Bnaineea.  By  Hon.  H.  Greeley.  New  York :  8.  N. 
Ftekard.    8ya  pp.  88. 

The  Iri«h  in  America.  By  J.  F.  Magnire.  New  York:  D.  <k  J.  Sadlier  A  Go. 
12mo.  pp.  ST.,  658. 

The  American  Beaver  and  his  Works.  By  Lewis  H.  Morgan,  Blnstrated. 
Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  A  Co.    8to.  pp.  880. 

Newman  Hall  in  America.  Rev.  Dr.  Hall's  Lectnres,  etc.  Reported  by  Wm. 
Anderson.     New  York  News  Go.    16mo.  pp.  187. 

The  iEneid  of  Yiigil  With  Notes  by  T.  Chase.  Philadelphia:  Eldredge  it 
Brothers.    16mo.  pp.  416. 

The  Philosophy  of  Eating.  By  Albert  J.  Bellows,  M.  D.,  late  Professor  of 
Chemistry,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene.  New  York:  Hurd  A  Honghton.  1868. 
ISma  ppw  842. 

The  Grammar  of  French  Grammars.  Ooroprising  the  substance  of  all  the  most 
approved  French  Grammars  extant,  bat  more  especially  of  the  standard  work 
**  Grammaire  dee  Grammatres,"  sanctioned  by  the  French  Academy  and  the  Uni- 
versity  of  Parisw  With  nnmerons  exercises  and  examples,  iUnstrative  of  every 
rale.  By  Dr.  Y.  De  Fives,  HA.,  F.E.LS.,  Member  of  the  Grammatical  Society 
of  Paris.    New  Tork :  D.  Appleton  k  Oo.     186a    12mo.  pp.  290. 

Easy  French  Reading.  Being  Selections  of  Historical  Tales  and  Anecdotes, 
srranged  with  eopiooa  book-notes.  By  Prof.  Edward  T.  Fisher.  New  York: 
Leypoldt  A  Holt.     1868.     16mo.  pp.  176,  67. 

A  Partinfc  Word.  By  Newman  Hall,  LL.B.  New  York :  Sheldon  <k  Ca  1868. 
16mo.  pp.  88. 

Publieaiunu  of  ths  Ameriean  Tract  Bocuty^  28  Cornhill,  Bwton.— The  Story 
of  James  Moran.  By  the  author  of  "Zadoe  Hull."  16mo.  pp.  280. — Sunday 
Afternoons  with  Mama.  A  book  for  very  little  children.  16mo.  pp.  98. — The 
Winthorpes ;  or.  Personal  Effort.  By  the  author  of  "  The  Ifinister's  Wife."  16mo. 
pp.  804. — ^The  True  Boy;  Obstacles  well  Met.  and  ultimate  Triumph.  16mow 
pp.  65. 

PMieaiioru  o/ih$  American  Tract  Society^  160  Jfa$9au  St.,  New  York  Oity.^ 
Netty  and  her  Sisters ;  or.  The  Two  Paths.  By  the  author  of  Phil  Kennedy." 
l6mo.  pp.  192. — ^The  Deserted  Heroine;  or.  The  Wanderer  brought  Home. 
16mo.  pp.  82. — ^Dean  Proctor;  The  Floe  Scholar  and  his  Rivals.  16mo.  pp.  72. 
—Lady  Alice  Lisle,  the  Last  of  the  English  Martyrs.  16mo.  pp.  276.— The 
Hymn^  from  *'  Hi4>py  Voicss,"  without  the  Music.  82mo.  pp.  272.— Ben  Holt's 
Good  Name.  18ma  pp.  181. — ^Margaret,  the  Pearl  of  Navarre.  16mo.  pp.  289. 
—Little  Robbie.  By  Mrs.  A.  Dunning.  12ma  pp.  189. — ^The  Rook  of  our 
Salvation.  By  Rev.  William  S.  Plumer,  D.  D.  12mo.  pp.  519.— Mind  of  Jesus. 
18mo.  pp.  182.— Words  of  Jeras.  18mo.  pp.  118.— Follow  Jesus.  By  Rev. 
Newman  Ball,  D.  D.     18mo.  pp.  88. 
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The  Repkimtb  of  Butish  Pkbiodioals  bt  ths  Leonard  Scott  Pubushiho  Com- 

PAjnr,  140  Fnlton  Street,  New  Tork. 

The  London  QuarUrly  Bwiew,  Jan.,  1868.^1.  Sir  Walter  Seott.— 2.  The 
Queen  in  the  IslandB  and  the  HighUnds.— 8.  Private  Confession  in  the  Chnroh 
of  England. — i.  Guixof  s  Memoirs.— 6.  The  British  Mnseum. — 6.  Longevity  and 
Oentenarianbm. — ^7.  Phosnida  and  Greece. — 8.  Ohnroh  Progress. — 8.  What  shall 
we  do  for  Ireland! 

The  Edinburgh  Beview,  Jan,,  1868. — 1.  G«ohard's  Don  Carlos,  and  Philip  H— 
a.  Oysters  and  the  Oyster  Fisheries. — 8.  Anjou.— 4.  TyndalPs  Lectures  ob 
Soand.— 6.  Liberal  Education  in  England. — 6.  Memoirs  of  Sir  Philip  Franda— 
7.  De  Fezensac's  Recollections  of  the  Grand  Army.— 8.  Two  Per  Cent— 9.  Ths 
Queen's  Highland  Journey. 

The  Westjnineter  Review,  Jan,,  1868. — 1.  Bangers  of  Democracy. — ^2.  Physio- 
logical Psychology. — 8.  Two  Temporal  Powers.— 4.  The  Church  in  ScoUaod.— 
5.  Extradition.— 6.  The  Origin  of  Electricity.— V.  Indian  Worthies.— 8.  The 
Abyssinian  Difficulty.— 9.  The  Land  Tenures  of  British  India.— Note  to  Artide 
III. — Contemporary  Literature. 

The  North  BritUh  Review,  March,  1868.— 1.  Trade  Unions.— 2.  French  Criti- 
cism—M.  Renan. — 8.  The  Financial  Relations  of  England  and  India.— 4.  Beeent 
Spanish  Romances. — ff.  Popular  Philosophy  in  its  Relation  to  Life. — 6.  Montt- 
lembert's  Monks  of  the  West— '^.  The  Queen's  Highland  Journey. — 8.  The 
Atomic  Theory  of  Lucretius. — 9.  Ireland. 

Blachwoo^e  Edinburgh  Magaeine,  Jan.,  1868.— 1.  Address  to  Working  Men. 
By  Felix  Holt— 2.  Linda  TreeseL  Part  lY.— 8.  Sketches  in  Polyoeffla.-4. 
Brownlows.  Part  XliL— 6.  Modem  Cynicism.— 6.  What  I  did  at  Belgrade.— 
7.  The  Night-Wauderw  of  an  Afghaun  Fort— 8.  The  Education  of  the  People  in 
England  and  America. 

February,  1868. — 1.  Browalows.— Conclumon.— 2.  Memoirs  of  Sir  Philip  Fran- 
eis.— 3.  Linda  Treesel,  Part  y.^4.  Cornelius  O'Dowd ;  Some  things  not  gener 
ally  known ;  Only  an  Irishman  I  Taking  it  out  in  money ;  The  Deadlock  at  Rome ; 
Krahwinckel— 6.  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Reign  of  George  II.  Ko.  L  The 
Queen. — 6.  Fenianism  and  the  Irish  at  home  and  abroad. — 7.  The  Queen  of  the 
Highlands. 

March,  1868.-1.  The  Church  in  the  Army  and  Navy.— 2.  Linda  Tressel,  F^ 
VI. — 8.  The  Temporal  Power  of  the  Papacy. — L  A  Fenian  Alarm. — 6.  The 
National  Character  of  the  Old  English  Univeraities. — 6.  Letters  from  a  Staff  Officer 
with  the  Abyssinian  Expedition. — 7.  Opposition  Tactics. 

77^  Rebellion  Record,  No.  71  of  this  important  work  has  now  been  published 
by  D.  Van  Nostrand  (192  Broadway,  New  York)  bringing  the  documentary  his- 
tory of  the  h^laveholder  s  War  down  to  the  Summer  of  1864. 

Appleton^s  edition  of  Dieken^e  Worke  and  the  Waverley  Noveh.  The  Messrs. 
Appleton  are  making  rapid  progress  in  the  publication  of  the  complete  works  of 
Charles  Dickens  and  of  the  Waverley  Novels  at  an  unprecedentedly  low  price. 

The  Galaxy,  After  this  date  77^  Galaxy  is  to  be  published  by  Messra  Shel- 
don A  Co.  of  New  York  City. 
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Abttcle  L— the  philosophy  of  COMTE:  TRANSLAT- 
ED PROM  THE  FRENCH  OF  M.  SAISSET.* 

The  religions  reaction  is  bearing  its  frnits ;  it  is  bringing 
back  into  the  arena  of  philosophy  that  materialism  which  has 
been  so  many  times  conquered  ;  it  is  raising  up  new  interpret- 
ers for  the  skepticism  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  it  is  re- 
storing to  the  decried  atheism  of  the  Syat^me  de  la  Nainire 
some  attraction  and  some  prestige.    Nor  is  this  more  than  the 

*  M.  Smile  Siuaset  was  born  at  Montpellier  od  the  16th  of  September,  1814. 
After  giving  iDrtrnetion  in  yarioue  places  in  philoeophy,  he  gare,  for  a  number  of 
y6ars»  oonrses  of  leotnres  on  Greek  and  Latin  Philosophy  in  the  OoUege  of  Franee. 
He  was  then  made  Professor  of  the  History  of  Philosophy  in  the  Sorbonne,  In 
place  of  M.  Damiron.  Besides  editing  the  Letters  of  Soler,  and  translating  and 
editing  the  writings  of  Speargor  and  of  Clarice,  he  is  the  author  of  a  number  of 
original  diseasalons  whieh  are  marked  by  distinguished  ability.  The  following 
Article  is  from  the  Rwm  dsM  Deux  Mondet,  A  supplementary  Article  from  M. 
Saisset  on  the  same  theme  will  appear  in  oar  next  Number. — Ens.  of  the  Nsw 
Eholakdeb. 
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inevitable  eflfect  of  the  crisis  through  which  we  are  passing. 
In  the  presence  of  fanaticism  on  the  one  side  and  of  hypocrisy 
or  feebleness  on  the  other,  is  it  surprising  that  many  noble 
spirits,  repelled  at  once  hj  everything  that  is  doing  and  by 
everything  that  is  preparing,  rash  to  the  last  extremes  and  oppose 
to  the  insolence  of  a  reaction  which  deems  itself  sore  of  victory, 
the  challenge  of  a  radical  negation  ?  We  understand,  but  at 
the  same  time,  we  deplore  the  condition  of  these  spirits. 
They  forget  that  if  positive  religions  have  too  otten  chained 
thought,  they  express  in  their  way,  in  their  progressive  evolu- 
tion, the  most  legitimate  need  of  the  human  reason, — the  need 
of  passing  beyond  the  limits  of  the  visible  world  in  order  to 
repose  in  the  bosom  of  God,  and  to  maintain  in  this  divine 
communion  those  sentiments  which  give  to  human  lite  its  worth 
and  its  dignity,  the  love  of  the  good  and  the  beautiful,  the  love 
of  our  fellow-men,  faith  in  the  invisible  and  the  ideal,  and  that 
sacred  hope  which  lights  up  the  darkness  of  the  tomb  with  the 
quickening  rays  of  the  future. 

To  call  these  aspirations  of  thought,  these  presentiments  of 
the  heart,  chimerical ;  to  confine  man  within  the  narrow  hori- 
zon of  the  visible  world,  is  not  only  to  misunderstand  human 
nature  ;  it  is  also  to  reduce  the  role  of  philosophy  and  to  in- 
fringe upon  the  noblest  rights  of  free  thought.  How  is  it 
possible,  indeed,  to  accord  a  high  esteem  to  human  reason,  if 
it  can  teach  us  none  of  those  things  which  it  is  so  necessary 
for  us  to  know  ?  How  is  it  possible  not  to  despise  a  philosophy, 
which  falls  below  our  most  irresistible  aspirations,  and  instead 
of  sustaining  and  bearing  forward  the  soul  in  its  flight,  only 
burdens  and  hinders  it  ? 

Such  is  the  danger  to  which  materialism,  contrary  to  the  in- 
tention of  its  advocates  and  without  their  knowledge,  is  ex- 
posing philosophy.  The  reaction  which  is  to-day  drawing 
away  so  many  minds,  was  not  bom  yesterday ;  it  has  been  in 
existence  and  been  powerful,  ever  since  the  day  when  philoso- 
phy ceased  to  cultivate  those  noble  instincts  which  slumber  at 
critical  moments,  but  which  soon  awake  because  they  have  in- 
destructible roots  in  the  depths  of  the  human  soul.  It  had 
been  forsecn,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  by  those  great  minds 
which  were  the  strength  and  the  glory  of  their  times ;  I  mean 
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Montesqnien  and  Voltaire,  Turgot  and  Eonsseau.  They  saw 
the  torrent  of  materialistic  ideas  bursting  forth  and  they  per- 
ceived the  necessity  of  restraining  it.  Who  has  ever  paid  to 
the  religions  sentiment  a  homage  more  sincere  and  free  than 
the  author  of  the  Esprit  des  Lois  f  Who  has  ever  been  more 
ardent  than  the  eloquent  author  of  EmiZe  in  grappling  with 
skepticism  and  materialism  in  the  day  of  their  triumph  ?  Did 
not  Yoltaire  himself,  that  one  of  all  these  rare  men  who 
pledged  himself  most  deeply  to  the  philosophy  of  the  senses, 
always  do  reverence  to  the  sacred  idea  of  an  infinite  intelli- 
gence? Did  he  not  compromise  that  popularity  which  was  so 
dear  to  him,  in  order  to  crush  with  his  incomparable  good  sense 
and  his  annihilating  sarcasm,  the  atheism  of  Holbach  and  of  La 
Mettrie  ?  But  an  invincible  force  was  mastering  everything. 
Yoltaire  and  Montesquieu  soon  passed  for  timid  spirits,  who 
had  only  half  shaken  off  the  yoke  of  ancient  prejudices,  and 
other  sages  came  to  announce  to  mankind,  that  to  believe  in 
Gbd  and  in  the  immortal  soul  was  puerile  and  weak. 

From  this  moment  dates  that  energetic  reaction,  which,  con- 
fined at  first  within  certain  limits,  gradually  gained  courage 
by  its  progress  and  which  makes  itself  felt  to-day  by  all 
Europe,  occupies  statesmen,  and  alarms  all  thoughtful  minds. 
It  seems  to  us  that  a  great  lesson  is  to  be  drawn  from  this 
spectacle,  which  saddens  without  disturbing  us ;  it  is,  that 
freedom  of  thought  finds  its  true  bulwark,  not  in  a  narrow 
philosophy  which  denies  wants  that  it  cannot  satisfy  and  feelings 
that  it  cannot  explain,  but  in  a  philosophy  more  large  and 
pore,  as  vast  as  the  mind  of  man,  as  profound  as  his  heart, 
which  welcomes  every  true  idea,  nourishes  every  noble  desire, 
explains  every  sacred  belief,  and  leaves  to  its  adversaries  only 
their  violence  and  their  follies. 

This  is  the  barrier  which  we  must  oppose  to  the  projects  of 
a  party,  which  only  our  faults  can  render  invincible.  A  recent 
experience  should  serve  as  our  guide.  In  the  period  which 
preceded  the  year  1830,  these  same  hopes  and  these  same 
plans  were  manifested  which  are  now  springing  up  again  with 
redoubled  ardor.  To  combat  them  some  firm  minds  raised  the 
standard  of  a  generous  philosophy ;  that  glorious  standard, 
lowered  for  a  moment,  the  men  of  the  next  generation  must 
again  grasp  and  defend. 
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I. 

MaterialiBm  did  not  pass  away  in  France  with  the  eighteenth 
century.  Conquered  in  the  arena  of  metaphysics,  it  found  an 
asyhim  in  the  sciences.  During  the  last  fifty  years  it  has  never 
lacked  distinguished  representatives  nor  able  and  zealous 
champions.  After  the  death  of  Oabanis,  Gall  gave  to  his  doc- 
trine a  new  form  and  a  sort  of  popularity.  At  the  moment 
when  the  cause  of  phrenology  seemed  desperate,  Broussais 
undertook  to  revive  it.  Comte  and  Littr6  glory  in  being  the 
heirs  of  Broussais,  of  Gall,  and  of  Oabanis,  and,  through  thera, 
of  that  philosophy  of  the  eighteentli  century  which  has  done 
such  great  things.  Are  they  bringing  to  the  thought  of  our 
times  a  new  principle  ?  They  answer,  Yes ;  and  this  new  idea 
is  the  organization  of  the  sciences. 

Tlie  ambition  of  the  positive  philosophy  is  great ;  it  aspires 
to  nothing  less  than  the  complete  and  final  oi^anization  of  the 
work  of  the  human  mind.  To  define  the  natural  limits  of  the 
domain  of  diought,  to  indicate  the  grand  lines  in  which  it  is 
called  to  move  and  the  methods  which  should  regulate  its 
movements,  to  determine  the  end  which  its  nature  recjuires  it 
to  attain  and  beyond  which  it  forbids  it  to  venture, — such  is 
the  vast  design  which  the  positive  philosophy  undertakes  to 
accomplish.  It  proposes  to  give  to  the  nineteenth  century  both 
its  De  Augmeniis  and  its  No^um  Organum. 

What  is  the  principle  of  this  attempt  at  organization  ?  It  is 
very  simple.  It  is  that  the  human  mind  in  its  most  lot^  flight, 
as  well  as  in  its  most  humble  movements,  should  not  and  can 
not  set  before  itself  any  other  matter  than  visible  and  palpable 
facts,  any  other  end  than  the  discovery  of  their  laws. 

The  organization  of  the  sciences  may  meet  with  two  ob- 
stacles. Either  the  human  mind,  going  outside  of  its  natural 
domain,  loses  itself  in  the  pursuit  of  inaccessible  objects,  or, 
remaining  within  its  domain,  but  incapable  of  embracing  it 
as  a  whole,  and  incapable  of  wise  self-direction,  it  neglects, 
mutilates  or  denies  real  classes  of  facts.  These  two  causes 
have  combined  to  hinder  the  organization  of  the  sciences. 
The  human  mind  has  long  failed  to  comprehend  its  actual 
reach,  its  true  needs,  and  the  secret  of  its  power.    It  has  pass- 
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ed  throngh  two  intellectual  eras,  daring  which  its  powers  have 
wasted  themselves  on  the  explanation  of  impenetrable 
mysteries.  These  two  eras  are  that  of  religions  and  that  of 
metaphysical  systems.  Beligion  promises  man  that  it  will 
elevate  him  above  nature,  in  order  to  introduce  him  into  a  new 
world,  whose  marvels  it  reveals  to  him  and  whose  felicities  it 
makes  him  taste.  It  teaches  him  the  origin  of  things,  the  de- 
signs of  God  in  reference  to  the  world  and  to  man,  the  secrets 
of  the  future.  Metaphysics  is  not  less  rich  in  fine  promises. 
Armed  with  abstraction,  it  goes  beyond  facts,  beyond  space 
and  time,  and  claims  to  have  reached  the  first  principles  of 
existence.  The  real  and  the  possible,  the  necessary  and  the 
contingent,  the  chain  of  causes ;  it  seeks  out,  explores,  pene- 
trates everything.  Unfortunately  experience  disabuses  this 
frank  and  generous  audacity.  Neither  abstraction  and  its 
power  nor  the  imagination  and  its  magic  can  content  the 
human  reason.  It  seeks  a  better  guide,  a  less  barren  labor. 
This  guide  is  observation  aided  by  calculation  ;  this  labor  is  the 
exploration  and  the  conquest  of  nature.  We  have  reached  the 
positive  era,  the  maturity  of  humanity. 

Such  are  the  three  phases  of  the  development  of  the  reason. 
It  b^ns  with  the  religious  regime^  passes  through  the  meta- 
physical regime^  and  after  this  double  trial,  issues  in  the  posi- 
tive regime.  Beligion  is  the  nurse  of  the  human  race ;  it 
trains  its  first  steps,  arouses  and  encourages  its  first  aspirations; 
but  through  its  own  assiduous  care,  it  becomes  unnecessary. 
When  the  child  has  grown  to  manhood,  he  demands  a  stronger 
food  ;  to  the  dreams  in  which  he  has  been  cradled  he  opposes 
new  dreams,  more  consistent  and  better  regulated,  which  have 
the  peculiar  virtue  of  wholly  putting  to  flight  the  old  ones. 
But  if  philosophy  is  admirable  as  an  antagonist  of  religions,  it 
has  not  like  these  the  power  of  construction.  When  it  has 
overturned  religious  ideas,  its  role  is  exhausted  and  it  perishes 
in  its  triumph. 

The  weakness  which  is  common  to  the  religious  and  the  met- 
aphysical era  may  be  recognized  to-day  by  unmistakable  signs. 
No  system  of  religion,  no  system  of  metaphysics  will  ever  suc- 
ceed in  rallying  the  minds  of  men,  Christianity  is  divided  into 
twenty  different  communions ;  metaphysics  is  distributed  into 
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a  hundred  hostile  echoole.  Another  Btill  more  significant 
symptom  of  their  decline  is  the  eqtial  impossibility  of  a  new  re- 
b'gion  and  of  a  new  metaphysics.  What  can  be  found,  in  the 
matter  of  religion,  better  suited  to  satisfy  and  charm  the  imag- 
ination than  Catholicism  ?  And  how  can  a  tissue  of  abstractions 
be  cenceived,  more  harmonious,  more  simple  and  more  strong 
than  the  pantheism  of  Spinoza  or  that  of  Hegel  ?  Li  Catholi- 
cism the  religious  era  has  reached  its  culminating  point,  as  that 
of  the  metaphysical  era  has  been  attained  in  pantheism.  And 
so  what  are  they  doing,  who  would  maintain  this  double  re- 
gime t  The  Catholics,  ridiculous  prophets  of  the  past,  propose  to 
us  for  the  future  the  institutions  and  the  ideas  of  the  middle 
ages ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  philosophers  plunge  into  history 
and  erudition  and  propose  to  build  upon  the  debris  of  all  the 
systems  the  ruinous  edifice  of  an  impracticable  eclecticism. 

But  their  eflforts  are  useless ;  both  regimes  are  doomed  to  de- 
struction by  the  irresistible  force  of  things.    For  three  centu- 
ries a  new  spirit  has  been  developing  itself  in  the  world.    In 
spite  of  a  thousand  obstacles  it  is  spreading  from  day  to  day, 
and  is  penetrating  everywhere.    With  Copernicus  and  Kepler 
it  long  ago  mastered  astronomy.    Galileo,  Descartes,  Bacon 
introduced  it  into  physics,  and  Boerhaave  conquered  for  it  the 
domain  of  the  physiological  and  medical  sciences.     At  the  end 
of  the  eighteenth  century  it  created  chemistry  by  the  hands  of 
Lavoisier.    In  our  own  day  Bichat  has  finally  established  it  in 
the  science  of  life.    This  new  spirit  is  the  spirit  of  the  positive 
philosophy.    Instead  of  seeking  the  essence  of  things,  it  stud- 
ies things  themselves ;  in  the  place  of  the  fruitless  play  of  ab- 
straction, it  establishes  the  profound  and  fertile  investigations 
of  calculation.     It  bridles  the  imagination  instead  of  giving  it 
the  rein.    It  weighs,  calculates,  observes.     Its  preeminent 
characteristic  is  to  prove  everything  which  it  affirms ;  to  be  able 
to  find  everything  which  it  seeks ;  to  know  how  to  be  ignorant 
of  everything  which  it  cannot  discover. 

All  the  sciences  have  passed  in  turn  through  the  religions 
and  through  the  metaphysical  regime  before  reaching  the  pos- 
itive regims.  In  astronomy  the  imagination  at  first  conceived 
geniiy  angels,  charged  with  the  guidance  of  those  immense 
spheres  and  the  direction  of  their  evolutions ;  they  were,  as 
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Plato  said,  the  dancing  chorns  of  the  immortal  Gods.  Meta- 
physical abstraction  dethroned  these  divinities,  but  what  did  it 
pat  in  their  places  ?  Hypotheses,  abstract  and  mysterions  num- 
bers, mechanical  vortexes.  The  positive  philosophy  has  breathed 
upon  the  chimera  of  vortexes,  as  it  had  shattered  the  solid 
heavens  of  the  ancient  astronomy,  and  it  has  substituted  for 
these  imaginary  conceptions  the  law  of  universal  attraction. 

You  will  find  the  same  revolutions  in  the  history  of  the 
physical  and  natural  sciences.  The  phenomena  of  nature 
were  attributed  at  first  to  causes,  which  were  deified  by  the  im- 
agination ;  fire  was  Vulcan,  water  Neptune.  Then  the  philos- 
ophers came  and  proposed  their  atoms,  their  elements.  To-day 
the  atoms  of  Democritus  and  the  four  elements  of  Empedocles 
are  scarcely  less  decried  than  the  Gods  of  mythology.  We  see  in 
nature  only  facts  and  laws. 

The  religious  and  the  metaphysical  rSgimes  have  kept  their 
credit  in  two  sciences  only,  that  of  man  and  that  of  history. 
To  drive  them  from  these  and  to  give  to  the  positive  spirit  the 
universal  empire,  it  is  necessary  first  to  uproot  that  false  preju- 
dice, diligently  disseminated  by  theologians  and  philosophers, 
that  there  exist  two  distinct  orders  of  facts, — the  facts  which 
are  perceived  by  the  senses  and  those  which  appear  only  to 
consciousness.  All  facts  are  homogeneous,  not,  of  course,  that 
between  a  physical  phenomenon  and  a  physiological  phenome- 
non science  does  not  note  differences,  perhaps  ineffaceable,  but 
every  real  phenomenon  must  be  observable,  and  for  this,  must 
be  capable  of  perception  by  the  senses. 

There  are  only  two  ways  of  observing  the  mental  and  moral 
nature  of  man :  either  our  intellectual  faculties  are  grasped  in 
their  physical  action,  in  their  palpable  effects,  in  their  various 
manifestations,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  the  physiological  instru- 
ments are  noted  which  serve  to  produce  these.  All  other  ob- 
servation is  vain.  The  philosopher  fancies  that  he  is  observing 
man :  what  does  he  do  ?  He  isolates  himself  in  his  ego ;  he 
works  himself  up,  and  takes  his  reveries  for  realities  and  his 
abstractions  for  existences.  Psychology  can  exist  as  a  science, 
only  on  condition  of  attaching  itself  to  physics,  of  being  a 
sort  of  cerebral  physics.  The  same  is  true  of  social  phenomena. 
There  is  nothing  essential  in  the  species,  which  is  not  found  in 
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the  individual.  If  physiology  has  physics  for  its  basis,  the  sci- 
ence of  the  human  species,  or  history,  has  for  its  root  physiol- 
ogy and  physics.     It  is  a  social  physics. 

Suppose  these  two  gaps  filled  up ;  suppose  that  fortunate 
geniuses  succeed  in  firmly  establishing  these  two  new 
sciences,  cerebral  physics  and  social  physics,  consider  the 
admirable  simplicity,  the  great  and  beautiful  economy  of 
human  science. 

Before  intelligence,  lies  one  vast  and  unique  object,  namely, 
facts.  You  meet  at  first  with  the  most  simple  facts,  which  are 
also  the  most  general ;  they  are  those  with  which  the  mathe- 
matics is  concerned.  To  the  eyes  of  the  algebraist,  nature  is 
only  a  system  of  magnitudes ;  this  is  the  highest  point  to  which 
abstraction  can  ascend.  From  the  first  feeble  essays  of  mathe- 
matical science  in  its  infancy  to  the  sublime  discoveries  of 
Descartes,  of  Leibnitz,  of  Lagrange,  even  to  the  marvels  of  the 
integral  and  the  differential  calculus,  the  object  has  always 
been  the  same,  to  measure  magnitudes. 

If,  leaving  these  abstractions,  yon  take  a  step  towards  nature, 
magnitude  becomes  more  limited ;  you  find,  first,  extension 
and  soon  motion.  Extension,  in  its  limitation  and  its  univer- 
sal laws,  is  the  object  of  geometry  ;  motion,  considered  in  the 
abstract,  is  the  object  of  rational  mechanics. 

Although  extension  is  more  restricted  than  simple  magni- 
tude, although  motion,  added  to  these  ideas,  increases  their 
complexity,  we  have  thus  far  considered  only  very  simple  and 
general  facts,  so  to  speak,  abstract  facts.  If,  instead  of  con- 
ceiving of  extension  and  motion  in  general,  yon  trace  out  in 
the  expanse  of  the  heavens  the  curves  which  the  stars  describe, 
you  will  pass  from  pure  geometry  and  from  rational  mechanics 
to  astronomy. 

Astronomy  embraces  all  worlds,  but  if  its  object  is  immense, 
it  falls  short  of  attaining  it,  and  considers  it  only  in  its  exter- 
nal features.  On  the  surface  of  the  earth,  on  the  other  hand, 
objects  do  not  shrink  from  observation  ;  you  can  seize  them  and 
subject  them  to  all  the  processes  of  experiment.  This  is  the 
object  of  physics,  a  science  less  vast  than  astronomy,  less 
severe  in  its  methods,  less  sure  in  its  calculations,  but  penetrat- 
ing more  deeply  into  the  secrets  of  things. 
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Chemistry  goes  further  still.  The  phenomena  which  the 
physicist  investigates  are  never  profound  enough  to  change 
the  constitution  of  beings.  ChemistSy  on  the  other  hand,  aspire 
to  explain  to  us  those  mysterious  affinities,  those  startling 
transformations,  those  sudden  decompositions  which  give  so 
much  variety  to  the  face  of  the  universe. 

We  have  reached  the  limits  of  observation  in  its  dealings 
with  inorganic  beings.  Chemistry,  when  it  has  reached  the 
first  degree  in  the  scale  of  living  beings,  stops  and  gives  place 
to  physiology.  We  find  ourselves  here  in  the  presence  of  the 
most  profound  but  also  of  the  most  imperfect  of  the  sciences. 
In  proportion,  indeed,  as  it  rises,  it  meets  with  more  com- 
plicated facts.  Organization  becomes  richer,  more  perfect  and 
more  diversified.  To  nutrition  and  reproduction  is  added  sen- 
sation, to  sensation  intelligence,  to  this  reason  and  will.  On 
the  basis  of  the  vegetable  physiology  rises  animal  physiology ; 
on  both  reposes  the  physiology  of  man. 

Man  is  social;  society  does  not  destroy  his  nature,  but 
modifies  its  laws.  By  the  single  fact  of  a  common  life,  phe- 
nomena are  developed  which  no  physiological  induction  would 
have  led  us  to  expect.  Hence  a  new  branch  of  the  science  of 
life,  social  physiology,  which  Montesquieu  and  Condorcet 
sketched  and  which  the  positive  philosophy  is  called  upon  to 
establish. 

How  luminous  is  this  classification  I  At  the  summit,  the 
supreme  science  of  the  mathematics,  the  most  independent, 
the  most  simple,  the  most  exact  of  all.  It  observes  the  most 
elementary  facts,  which  are  at  the  same  time  the  most  general. 
To  the  simplicity  of  its  objects  it  owes  its  incomparable  exact- 
ness ;  to  their  generality  its  absolute  independence  and  its  uni- 
versal supremacy ;  all  t^e  sciences  depend  upon  it ;  it  alone 
is  independent  of  all.  At  the  opposite  extreme,  stands  social 
physiology,  in  other  words,  the  science  of  the  higher  functions 
of  life ;  the  least  simple  of  all  the  sciences,  the  least  exact, 
the  least  independent  and  yet  the  most  admirable.  Its  very 
complexity,  which  is  the  cause  of  its  dependence,  is  the  cause 
also  of  its  beaut;,  as  the  beauty  of  the  mathematics  lies  in  the 
simplicity  of  its  object.  For  the  mathematics  never  leaves  the 
region  of  abstraction ;  physiology  touches  life,  that  is,  the  being 
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in  what  ii^  most  real  and  complete  belonging  to  it.  Between 
these  two  sciences  are  ranged  the  others,  each  resting  upon  those 
which  precede  it  and  supporting  those  which  follow  it,  constant- 
ly increasing  in  complexity  and  in  dependence,  decreasing  in  ex- 
actness and  in  generality,  less  simple  but  more  rich,  less  exact 
and  more  diflBcult,  less  perfect  and  not  less  excellent. 

This  order,  so  simple  and  so  r^ular,  is  also  the  order  of  the 
historic  development  of  the  sciences;  the  mathematics  and 
astronomy  are  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  advanced.  More 
than  twenty  centuries  ago  Thales  demonstrated  the  properties  of 
the  equilateral  triangle,  and  Pythagoras  those  of  the  square  of  the 
hypothenuse,  while  the  science  of  life  dates  from  the  last 
century. 

The  scheme  which  has  just  been  drawn  out  embraces  all  the 
sciences.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  abstract  than  calcula- 
tion, or  more  complicated  than  life.  All  the  particular 
sciences,  geology,  botany,  and  mineralogy,  logic,  aesthetics, 
morals,  ideology,  natural  right,  politics,  and  in  their  train  all 
the  arts  range  themselves  between  the  great  lines  which  divide 
the  objects  of  thought.  Everything  is  classified  and  arranged, 
and  this  grand  whole,  so  imposing  and  so  varied,  is  essentially 
nothing  more  than  the  application  of  the  same  instrument, 
namely,  observation  aided  by  calculation,  to  analogous  objects, 
namely  facts,  in  view  of  the  same  results,  namely  laws. 

Who  knows,  indeed,  whether  a  still  higher  degree  of  simpli- 
city and  of  nnity  is  not  to  be  reached.  Already  the  positive 
philosophy  has  suppressed  the  vain  distinction  of  physical 
facts  and  moral  facts.  Other  distinctions  may  one  day  be,  not 
perhaps  effaced,  but  weakened  by  the  progress  of  the  human 
mind.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  in  proportion  as  a  science 
develops  and  establishes  itself,  it  becomes  more  accessible 
to  the  mathematics.  Who  laid  the  imperishable  foundations 
of  astronomy  ?  Who  calculated  the  regular  orbits  of  the  stars 
and  made  it  possible  for  Halley  and  Clairaut  to  predict  the 
return  of  certain  comets  with  unerring  precision.  It  was  the 
mathematics.  Why  were  Galileo  and  Descartes  the  true 
fonnders  of  physics  ?  Because  to  the  genius  of  observation 
they  joined  that  of  calculation.  What  was  the  work  of  La- 
voisier ?    It  may  be  stated  in  a  single  word ;  he  weighed^  and 
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chemistry  was  created.  What  are  many  eminent  chemists 
seeking  to-day  ?  The  means  of  introducing  mathematical  re- 
lations into  the  variable  proportions  of  the  elements.  Why, 
finally,  has  physiology  made  so  little  progress  f  Why  is  its 
movement  irregular,  why  are  its  results  uncertain,  why  are  its 
inductions  conjectural  t  It  is  because  life  in  its  free  and 
varied  movements,  in  its  sudden  changes,  slips  from  the  grasp 
of  calculation.  But  will  not  calculation  in  the  end  conquer 
life  also  and  impose  upon  it  its  lawst  It  has  already  made 
conquests  not  less  remarkable ;  by  the  theory  of  probabilities, 
it  has,  so  to  speak,  enslaved  chance ;  by  the  differential  calcu- 
lus, it  has  reached  the  infinite  itself. 

Science  would  thus  be  brought  to  a  wonderful  homogeneity. 
Facts  palpable  and  in  a  sense  measurable  by  the  compasses, 
laws  demonstrable  by  calculation — such  would  be  the  com- 
mon stock  of  all  the  sciences.  But  is  it  possible  then 
to  repel  a  sublime  hope  ?  When  facts  have  once  been  sub- 
jected to  calculation,  will  they  not  at  last  be  inevitably  re- 
duced to  a  single  law.  Science  from  that  moment  on,  would 
be  complete,  it  could  do  no  more.  What  an  honor  for  man 
and  what  a  source  of  power  1  Physics,  as  soon  as  it  was  able 
to  make  use  of  the  calculus,  increased  a  hundred-fold  the  re- 
sources of  industry ;  it  became  the  sovereign  of  nature.  In- 
troduce this  power  of  calculation  into  the  science  of  life,  of 
organic  life,  of  intellectual  life,  of  social  life,  and  you  will  see 
springing  up  a  new  industry  not  less  fruitful  than  that  which 
governs  the  physical  world,  the  great  and  sacred  industry 
which  has  for  its  object  to  cure  the  ills  of  man,  to  assure  and 
charm  his  existence,  to  regulate  his  intellectual  operations,  his 
feelings,  his  character,  his  civil  and  political  conditions.  What 
a  future  of  happiness,  of  peace  and  of  glory  for  humanity  I 

The  positive  philosophy  confesses  that  we  are  far  from  this 
ideal ;  bat  it  is  much  that  we  have  caught  a  glimpse  of  it.  To 
prepare  for  its  coming,  two  things  must  be  done ;  the  last  blows 
must  be  given  to  the  religious  and  metaphysical  regifneSy  and 
then  all  the  intellectual  energy  which  is  fruitlessly  wasted  on 
them,  must  be  turned  towards  the  organization  of  the  two 
sciences  which  remain  to  be  created,  the  experimental  science 
of  man  and  that  of  the  human  race. 
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Such  is  the  programrae  of  the  positive  philosophy.  After 
having  stated  it  with  a  fairness  which  will  not  be  disputed,  it 
is  our  duty  to  render  homage  to  the  talent,  the  learning,  the 
sincerity  of  its  advocates.  M.  Auguste  Oomte  is  assuredly  a 
man  of  vigorous  and  penetrating  mind.  Few  men  possess  snch 
extensive  knowledge  of  all  the  sciences,  mathematical,  physical, 
and  natural,  or  the  power  to  exhibit  so  clearly  their  methods 
and  their  results.  The  father  of  the  positive  philosophy,  M. 
Ck>mte,  brings  to  its  exposition  and  defense  a  zeal,  a  persistency, 
and  an  enthusiasm,  which  do  him  the  highest  honor.  M. 
Littr6  contents  himself  in  philosophy  with  the  role  of  a 
disciple.  The  learned  interpreter  of  Hippocrates — a  distin- 
guished physiologist,  an  eminent  linguist,  with  so  many  other 
titles  which  permit  him  to  speak  in  his  own  name — seems  de- 
sirous to  conceal  himself  behind  the  leader  of  the  school 
Surely  it  is  no  slight  honor  to  M.  Auguste  Comte,  to  have 
conquered  such  a  mind,  to  have  found  so  skillful  and  80 
brilliant  an  interpreter.  If  the  positive  philosophy  had  a 
thinker,  it  lacked  a  writer ;  it  has  found  him  in  M.  Littr^ 

II. 

Let  us  at  the  outset  render  full  justice  to  the  classification  of 
the  sciences  proposed  by  the  founder  of  the  positive  school. 
If  M.  Comte  had  restricted  his  ambition  to  this  great  work 
he  would  have  been  deserving  of  congratulation  upon  his 
success.  The  order  in  which  he  disposes  the  sciences,  remark- 
able as  it  is  for  simplicity,  lacks  neither  clearness,  light  nor 
breadth.  We  find  in  it,  especially,  a  merit  too  rare  in  such 
labors,  namely,  that  the  natural  relations  of  the  sciences  are 
faithfully  preserved,  and  that  the  author  has  sacrificed  to  this 
vast  advantage  the  regularity  of  an  artificial  classification. 

Some  serious  minds  regard  with  more  or  less  disdain  labors 
of  classification.  This  contempt  or  indifference  appears  to  as 
unjust,  and  the  history  of  the  human  mind  is  far  from  authori- 
zing it.  It  U  indeed  worthy  of  remark  that  at  all  the  most 
flourishing  epochs  of  philosophy,  great  works  of  classification 
have  been  accomplished.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  recall  rapidly 
three  of  them,  that  of  Aristotle,  that  of  St.  Thomas,  and  that 
of  Bacon. 
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When  the  sciencses  first  arose  in  Greece,  they  were  all  min- 
gled in  a  confused  unity.  Thales  and  Parnienides  wrote  with  an 
admirable  simplicity  on  "  Being  "  or  on  "  the  Nature  of  Things." 
These  were  the  titles  of  their  poems,  for  veritable  poems  they 
were,  in  which  the  imagination  had  assuredly  a  larger  share  than 
experience.  In  proportion  as  the  sciences  extended  their  re- 
searches, and  as  facts  and  ideas  accumulated,  they  tended  to 
separate  themselves,  and  soon  even  to  isolate  themselves  from 
one  another. 

The  coming  of  Aristotle  arrested  this  dissolution.  It  was 
an  undertaking  worthy  of  that  vast  and  powerful  brain, — the 
attempt  for  the  first  time  to  organize  the  sciences,  to  embrace 
them  all  without  ever  confounding  them,  to  divide  without 
disuniting  them,  to  avoid  sacrificing  any  one  of  them,  and  to 
comprehend  at  once  the  rich  diversity  and  the  harmonious 
unity  of  the  human  mind,  and  of  things  without. 

The  classification  of  Aristotle  should  be  placed  among  his 
titles  to  glory.  We  wish  to  signalize  here  only  a  single  feature 
in  it  and  M.  Oomte  will  understand  us.  Aristotle  is  above  all 
other  things  an  incomparable  observer  of  nature ;  he  is  the 
very  genius  of  experience.  Without  being  very  profoundly 
versed  in  the  mathematics,  he  had  yet  read  those  words,  which 
are  said  to  have  been  written  over  the  door  of  Plato's  school : 
Let  no  one  enter  here  who  i%  not  a  geometrioia/n.  But 
these  great  minds,  while  understanding  the  value  of  the 
mathematics,  knew  also  that  they  are  not  the  ultimate 
limit  of  the  human  mind.  The  author  of  the  Hietoire  dee 
A7iimavWy  like  the  author  of  TinuBuSy  proclaims  the  necessity 
and  the  superiority  of  the  first  philosophy.  The  mathematics 
stands  higher  than  physics,  the  science  of  movable  things,  by 
reason  of  the  immobility  of  its  object ;  but  above  the  mathe- 
matics and  physics  Aristotle  places  the  first  philosophy,  that 
eminent  science,  which,  like  the  mathematics,  contemplates 
the  fixed  and  the  eternal,  and  like  physics,  the  real  and  living 
being ;  no  longer  an  abstract  immobility  or  a  variable  reality, 
but  the  principle  which  is  at  once  the  most  immovable  and 
the  most  real,  eternal  and  living,  the  ideal  of  nature  and  of  the 
human  mind,  the  supreme  unity,  in  one  word,  God. 
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It  seemB  as  if  AriBtode  had  bequeathed  somethiDg  of  his 
organizing  mind  to  the  master  of  philosophy  in  the  middle 
ages,  St.  Thomas  Aquinas.  For  the  Angelical  Doctor,  the 
science  of  God  must  necessarily  be  the  first  and  the  most  im- 
portant of  all ;  but  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  Sunma  is 
only  a  theological  treatise ;  it  is  literally  a  complete  system  of 
human  knowledge,  a  sort  of  encyclopedia  for  the  use  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  Physics  has  its  place  in  it,  and  even  a 
sort  of  rude  and  primitive  geology.  The  Su>mma  is  the  work 
of  a  great  mind,  organizing  the  sciences  in  the  midst  of  an  age 
of  barbarism,  under  the  inspiration  of  a  sublime  spiritualism. 

The  science  of  nature,  imperfectly  understood  but  not  reject- 
ed by  St.  Thomas,  recovers  its  legitimate  rights  in  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries.  Bacon  summons  noen  to  the 
exploration  and  conquest  of  the  physical  universe,  and  in  his 
turn,  he  attempts  to  organize  the  work  of  the  human  mind.  It 
is  here  especially,  that  the  mental  superiority  of  the  English 
philosopher  shines  out.  Bacon  is  not  simply  a  lover  of  phys- 
ics, he  is  an  enthusiast, — I  might  almost  say  a  fanatic  for  them; 
he  calls  himself  the  pontiff  qf  the  sen&es;  the  conqaest 
of  nature  by  man,  appears  to  him  a  sacred  enterprise,  a 
sort  of  new  redemption,  of  which  science  is  to  be  the  Messiah. 
For  this  reason  the  name  of  Bacon  was  especially  celebrated 
by  the  materialists  of  the  last  century,  and  it  is  this  which  ex- 
posed him  to  the  wrath  and  to  the  sarcasms  of  Joseph  de  Mais- 
tre.  The  new  materialists  call  upon  him  in  their  turn.  Well, 
we  ask  nothing  better  than  to  go  with  them  often  to  the  school 
of  this  great  master.  When  he  prefaces  the  Novwm  Organvm 
by  that  magnificent  review  of  human  knowledge  which  fills 
the  De  AugmerUis^  do  you  see  him  sacrificing  metaphysics  to 
physics  ?  Do  you  see  him  confounding  the  science  of  man 
with  that  of  nature}  By  no  means ;  he  is  able  to  resist  the  im- 
pulse of  his  genius,  the  spirit  of  his  nation ;  he  traces  with  a 
firm  hand  and  with  that  ingenious  vivacity  which  characterizes 
his  style,  the  grand  outlines  of  the  human  mind.  ^'  The  object 
of  philosophy  is  three-fold :  God,  nature,  and  man.  Beings 
strike  our  intelligence  with  a  triple  ray.  One  direct  ray  shows 
us  nature ;  we  attain  to  God  through  the  unequal  medium  of 
creatures  by  reflected  rays ;  it  is  by  a  reflected  ray  that  man 
appears  and  unveils  himself  to  himself." 
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M.  Comte  brings  to  us  to-day,  after  Aristotle  and  Bacon,  a 
new  classification.  Certainly  snch  an  enterprise  is  not  wanting 
in  grandenr  and  is  not  inopportune.  All  those  minds  which 
desire  order  in  the  sciences  and  which  feel  the  necessity  of 
uniting  them  to  philosophy,  in  order  to  arrest  the  movement  of 
diBBoIution  which  is  isolating  and  decomposing  them,  are 
occupied  with  this  problem.  Not  a  few  have  attempted  to 
solve  it.  Among  savanta^  I  will  mention  the  illnstrioas  Am- 
pere ;  among  philosophers,  Jonffroy,  whose  lamentable  death 
has  snatched  him  from  this  labor  and  from  so  many  other 


If  we  were  to  compare  the  classification  of  M.  Comte  with 
that  of  Ampere,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  former 
seems  to  us  far  preferable.  The  work  of  Ampere  is  essentially 
lacking  in  simplicity.  Everything  has  been  sacrificed  to  the 
effort  after  a  perfect  symmetry,  and  in  this  respect,  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  illustrious  physicist  is,  we  confess,  a  veritable 
prodigy ;  but  this  advantage  has  been  too  dearly  purchased  to 
admit  of  much  recognition ;  and  the  entire  work,  ingenious  as 
it  is,  is  deficient  in  grandeur.  The  classification  of  M.  Comte 
has  other  defects,  but  it  at  least  reposes  on  a  natural  and  firm 
datum.  In  general,  whenever  M.  Comte  confines  himself  to 
the  sphere  of  the  positive  sciences,  he  excels.  Unfortunately 
he  has  another  ambition ;  he  proudly  aspires  to  a  philosophy. 
That  which  in  his  eyes  gives  all  its  importance  to  his  work,  is 
that  it  is  allied  with  a  philosophical  principle,  and  what  is  this 
principle  K  It  is,  in  a  single  word,  the  absolute  homogeneity 
of  the  sciences,  obtained  by  the  exclusion  of  psychology  and  of 
metaphysics.  This  double  claim,  which  answers  to  so  many 
old  prejudices  not  yet  overthrown,  and  to  so  many  antipa- 
thies as  keen  as  they  are  unfounded,  is  worthy  of  a  thorough 
discussion. 

m. 

The  positive  philosophy  prides  itself  upon  its  great  preci- 
sion. Severe  towards  every  hypothesis,  it  proposes  to  recog- 
nize no  authority  but  that  of  observation.  But  it  begins 
with  an  enormous  hypothesis  and  by  openly  giving  the  lie  to 
experience.    For  it  maintains  that  all  the  phenomena  of  the 
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universe  are  esBentially  homogeneous ;  that  is  to  say,  that  in 
spite  of  a  thousand  real  differences,  they  are  all  equally  observ- 
able by  the  senses.  Here,  then,  an  immense  class  of  facts  is 
rejected  or  distorted  at  the  outset :  namely,  psychological  facta. 
By  what  right,  I  ask  ?  Is  it  maintained  that  there  are  no  facts 
but  those  which  affect  the  senses  ?  Let  it  be  proved.  Or  is 
the  statement  based  upon  the  conviction  that  there  exist  no 
substances  which  are  not  material  t  Then  we  have  here  a  met- 
aphysical system,  the  rudest  in  the  world,  I  readily  admit,  but) 
after  all,  a  system,  and  yet  the  positive  philosophy  claims  to  be 
wholly  disinterested  in  reference  to  systems  and  to  believe 
wholly  in  facts.  This  disinterestedness  is  abandoned ;  this  re- 
ligion of  facts  is  violated.  A  class  of  phenomena  which  ap- 
pears troublesome  is  thrown  overboard ;  and  it  is  thrown  over- 
board in  the  name  of  a  system. 

I  know  what  will  be  the  reply  of  the  positive  philosophy ;  it 
will  challenge  us  to  prove  the  existence  of  psychological  facts ; 
it  vnll  arm  itself  against  us  with  all  the  objections,  with  all  tbe 
prejudices  which  are  at  present  directed  against  psychology 
and  the  psychological  method. 

Psychology  has  been,  in  truth,  unfortunate  during  the  last 
forty  years ;  it  has  united  against  itself  the  most  diverse  adver- 
saries. Nothing  is  more  natural  than  that  Oall,  Broussais,  and 
with  them  that  army  of  intractable  materialists,  which  enrolls 
its  recruits  among  the  followers  of  physiological  and  medical 
science,  should-  have  attacked  psychology ;  but  that  Catholic 
philosophers,  such  as  Bonald,  Lamennais  and  their  recent  imi- 
tators, should  have  been  seen  to  descend  into  the  same  arena 
and  practice  the  same  outrages  upon  a  science  which  is  the  ba- 
sis of  spiritualism,  is  one  of  the  most  astonishing  scandals 
which  have  been  exhibited  to  our  times  by  the  defenders  of  the 
church.  This  is  party  spirit  I  It  associates  the  most  opposite 
doctrines ;  here,  for  example,  it  makes  Catholic  philosophy  the 
unexpected  auxiliary  bf  all  those  schools,  born  of  Saint-Simon- 
ianisnij  which  rally  around  the  names  of  Fourier,  of  Pierre  Le- 
roux,  and  of  M.  Buchez. 

What  a  host  of  adversaries  of  psychology !  But  I  am  for- 
getting some,  and  those,  too,  not  the  least  ardent ;  I  mean  the 
German  philosophers.    It  is  curious  that  the  latter  accuse  us, 
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not  like  M.  Comte  and  M.  Littr4,  of  losing  ourselves  in  ab- 
straction, but  of  being  too  timid,  too  servilely  attached  to  ex- 
perience, in  a  word,  too  positive,  and  they  maintain  that  with 
onr  modest  and  circumspect  psychology,  we  shall  never  attain 
the  absolute.  We  have  already  met  these  adversaries.  Let  us 
leave  them  for  the  moment.  For  it  will  always  be  in  France 
a  title  to  glory  and  a  condition  of  strength  for  a  school  of  phi- 
losophy, that  it  bases  itself  on  facts :  our  hereditary  good  sense 
arms  us  in  advance  against  the  prestige  of  these  logically  ex- 
travagant, daringly  chimerical  methods,  which  impetuous  minds 
are  trying  in  vain  to  acclimate  in  our  country.  Let  us  return, 
then,  to  more  dangerous  opponents,  and  let  us  see  what  is  said 
in  France  by  all  these  schools  leagued  against  psychology. 

Psychology,  they  tell  us,  is  an  illusory  science.  It  claims  the 
title  of  a  science  of  observation,  but  what  does  it  observe? 
Man?  Tlie  human  species?  No,  it  observes  the  ego.  And 
what  is  the  ego  f  An  isolated  being,  which  is  attached  by  no 
bond  to  nature,  which  retires  within  itself  and  observes  itself 
in  solitude.  This  ego^  without  organs,  is  a  pure  abstraction. 
It  observes  itself,  you  say ;  but  what  has  it  to  observe  ?  It  does 
nothing ;  it  produces  nothing.  If  it  acted,  it  could  not  observe 
itself.  Separated  from  the  body,  from  society,  from  real  life, 
shut  up  within  itself,  without  passion,  without  ideas,  without  a 
practical  object,  it  is  condemned  to  inertness.  You  place  it  on 
a  point  in  the  midst  of  empty  space;  what  can  it  do  there? 
Dream  or  sleep;  construct  systems  or  lose  itself  in  the  silent 
languors  of  ecstasy.  In  order  to  observe  life,  it  is  necessary  to 
live ;  in  order  to  live,  it  is  necessary  to  act ;  in  order  to  act,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a  body,  an  earth,  a  society.  Your  ego 
which  lives  without  acting,  which  observes  life  and  has  lost  its 
own,  is  a  contradiction.  It  is  very  easy  to  see  that  all  this  is 
not  serious;  that  this  psychology,  so  vaunted  as  a  science  of 
observation,  is  only  a  despairing  effort  to  substitute  for  a  system 
of  metaphysics  which  is  decried,  new  systems,  tricked  out  with 
a  false  appearance  of  precision,  an  ingenious  means  of  de- 
priving the  physical  sciences  of  their  prestige,  and  of  specula- 
ting undisturbed  under  the  protection  of  imaginary  experi- 
ences. 

VOL.  xxvn.  29 
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These  are  objections  which  seem  serious  and  weighty ;  I 
admit  it  and  go  ftirther ;  I  find  them  unanswerable  on  one 
single  condition,  namely,  that  they  are  addressed  not  to 
creatnres  of  the  imagination,  to  a  monster  which  is  invented 
for  the  purpose  and  called  psychology,  but  to  the  real  psychol- 
ogy, such  as  a  considerable  school  has  taken  pride  for  forty 
years  in  cultivating.  Evidently  there  is  a  misunderstanding 
here.  The  psychology  which  our  adversaries  attack,  we  repel 
as  well  as  they.  The  psychology  which  we  practice,  our  ad- 
versaries do  not  appear  to  know.  Who  will  clear  up  this 
confusion  ? 

This  will  be  done,  I  think,  in  the  following  manner  ;  and  I 
will  begin  by  a  confession,  which,  doing  full  justice  at  the  oat- 
set  to  the  adversaries  of  psychology,  will  have  perhaps  some 
chance  of  disarming  them,  and  in  any  case  will  give  clearness 
and  precision  to  the  debate. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  psychologists  have  sometimes  allow- 
ed themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  a  twofold  illusion ;  they 
have  believed  and  have  said  that  psychology  was  a  new 
science ;  they  have  believed  and  have  said  that  the  facte  of 
consciousness  were  absolutely  separate  from  and  independent 
of  organic  facts.  To  understand  these  two  errors  of  some 
psychologists,  we  must  go  far  back  in  history  ;  we  must  picture 
to  ourselves  the  situation  of  the  Scotch  school  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  for  it  is  from  Scotland  that  these  two  errors  have  come 
to  us. 

It  was  the  skepticism  of  Hume  which  raised  up  the  Scotch 
schooL  In  opposition  to  this  keen  and  strong  intellect,  this 
mighty  doubter,  it  was  not  enough  to  appeal  to  the  authority 
of  common  sense ;  to  the  dialectics  of  Hume  it  was  necessary 
to  oppose  a  method, — a  method  regular,  precise,  rigorous,  in- 
sensible to  the  attacks  of  skepticism.  But  in  the  eighteenth 
century  and  in  the  land  which  had  produced  fiacon  and  New- 
ton, what  method  was  more  naturally  indicated  than  that  to 
which  the  physical  sciences  owed  their  prodigious  impulse  and 
their  imposing  discoveries — I  mean  the  method  of  observation 
and  induction  ?  The  Scotch  conceived  the  idea  of  carrying 
this  method  with  all  its  precision  and  rigor  into  the  domain  of 
the  moral  sciences,  convinced  xhdii  iho&QregvUsphUosophandiy 
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which  had  guided  the  thonght  of  Newton  to  the  discovery  of 
the  universal  law  of  matter,  would  have  no  less  power  to  reach 
the  roost  hidden  laws  of  the  mind.  Moral  facts,  facts  of  con- 
sciouBness,  may  indeed  be  different  from  physical  facts,  they 
are  still  facts,  and  hence  observation  can  reach  them,  experi- 
ence may  be  applied  to  them,  induction  may  draw  from  them 
the  most  inevitable  conclusions.  Captivated  by  this  great 
idea,  the  Scotch  fancied  it  new.  They  thought  witli  the  best 
faith  in  the  world,  that  everything  in  philosophy  was  to  be  be- 
gun over  again  and  that  a  new  era  was  about  to  open  for  it, 
which  would  be  marked  by  the  most  astounding  discoveries. 
It  was  a  first  mistake,  a  first  source  of  illusions.  The  Scotch 
committed  another  error,  also,  that  of  exaggerating  the  separa- 
tion of  the  two  classes  of  facts  which  they  had  justly  distin- 
guished, and  also  the  identity  of  the  methods  which  each  of 
them  requires. 

When,  in  1813,  from  that  chair  which  then  attracted  few 
listeners,  but  around  which  was  silently  growing  up  a  new 
school  of  philosophy,  M.  Royer-Collard  attacked  in  front  the 
CondiUaci^m^  which  was  already  shaken,  but  which  was  seek- 
ing to  make  good  its  retreat  by  transforming  itself  into  the 
ingenious  theory  of  Laromiguiere,  he  thought  rightly  that 
nothing  could  be  more  advantageously  opposed  to  sensualism 
than  that  solid  and  simple  Scotch  method,  which  bases  on  the 
most  exact  observation  the  purest  spiritualism.  Like  Beid, 
M.  Eoyer-CoUard  believed  that  this  method  was  wholly  new, 
that  it  set  aside  everything  which  had  preceded  it  in  philoso- 
phy, and  that  it  was  about  to  produce  the  most  unexpected 
results ;  like  Reid,  he  taught  that  psychological  facts,  subjected 
to  the  same  method  as  physical  facts,  form  a  world  wholly 
separate  and  independent.  Such  were  the  ideas  which  M. 
Royer-Collard  borrowed  of  Reid  and  of  Dugald  Stewart,  and 
which  found  an  interpreter  of  marvelous  clearness  and  per- 
suasive gilice  in  M.  Jouffroy.  A  passage  conspicuous  for  its 
style,  the  preface  of  the  "  sketches  "  of  Dugald  Stewart,  was 
for  the  psychological  method  a  sort  of  manifesto,  which  ren- 
dered popular  his  name  and  his  principles.  Unfortunately, 
nowhere  have  the  Scotch  ideas  been  more  exaggerated,  I  mean 
the  separation  of  psychology  and  physiology,  the  identity  of 
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the  methods  in  the  difference  of  the  facts,  and  especially  that 
false  idea  that  all  philosophy  was  to  be  remade.  M.  Joufiroy 
even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  question  of  the  spirituality 
of  the  soul  was  premature, — an  unnecessary  scruple,  which 
adversaries  without  either  loyalty  or  decency  have  recently 
shamefully  abused,  but  which  strongly  marks  the  extreme 
point  to  which  one  may  be  led  by  the  exaggeration  of  the 
Scotch  school. 

Let  us  frankly  confess  that  if  to  the  Scotch  school  belongs 
the  honor  of  having  forcibly  proclaimed  the  psychological 
method,  if  it  has  used  it  with  success  in  opposition  to  the  sen- 
sualism of  Locke  and  the  skepticism  of  Hume,  it  has  often 
been  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  the  reach  of  this 
method.  It  has  failed  to  comprehend  the  true  difference  be- 
tween the  facts  of  consciousness  and  psychological  facts,  and 
by  a  natural  consequence  it  has  exaggerated  at  once  the 
identity  of  the  methods  and  the  separation  of  the  facts. 
Finally  it  has  been  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  past  and  the 
future  of  the  psychological  method  ;  it  has  falsely  supposed 
that  the  past  had  been  ignorant  of  it;  it  has  conceived  for  the 
future  exaggerated  hopes. 

While  M.  Royer-Collard  was  introducing  into  France  the 
Scotch  mind,  with  its  great  merits  and  also  with  its  errors  and 
its  illusions,  a  French  philosopher,  who  owed  nothing  to  any 
foreign  influence,  an  intellect  of  little  breadth,  perhaps,  but  of 
wonderful  force  and  sagacity,  Maine  de  Biran,  found  at  once 
in  the  Cartesian  traditions  and  in  a  profound  reflection  the  tme 
root  of  psychology,  and  established  on  bases  which  can  never 
be  shaken,  the  distinction  and  the  union  of  the  physical 
and  the  moral  sciences. 

Without  being  a  man  of  erudition,  Maine  de  Biran  well 
knew  that  he  had  not  invented  psychology.  He  took  pleasure 
in  placing  his  most  original  ideas  under  the  protection  of  the 
authority  of  Leibnitz,  and  going  back  from  Leibnitz  to  Des- 
cartes he  found  in  the  Cogito^  ergo  sum  the  source  of  modem 
psychology.  No  doubt  if  his  historic  researches  had  been 
more  extended  he  would  have  loved  to  discover  in  the 
Dialogues  of  Plato  and  even  in  the  conversations  of  Socrates 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  The  Philosophy  of  Coirtte.  443 

the  noble  beginnings  of  that  method  which  the  great  philoso- 
phers of  antiquity  knew  how  to  employ  with  a  masterly  skill 
and  sagacity. 

Did  Maine  de  Biran  consider  the  facts  of  consciousness  as 
wholly  separate  from  and  independent  of  vital  phenomena? 
The  author  of  the  New  condderationa  on  the  relations  of  the 
physical  and  ihe  moral  would  have  smiled  at  the  question. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  he  had  passed  his  life  in  the  pro- 
fonnd  investigation  of  one  single  fact  of  the  science  of  man, 
the  fact  of  muscular  effort,  and  this  fact  is  the  knot  in  which 
psychological  life  and  organic  life,  elsewhere  divided,  touch 
and  unite.  To  penetrate  the  mystery  of  this  union  by  an 
assiduous  and  combined  study  of  the  facts  of  consciousness 
and  of  their  oi^anic  conditions,  and  from  this  luminous  point 
to  shed  light  over  all  the  double  existence  which  constitutes 
man, — such  was  the  scientific  enterprise  of  Maine  de  Biran, 
Such  is  his  lasting  title  in  the  eyes  of  history. 

M.  Cousin,  a  pupil  of  Maine  de  Biran,  has  always  devoted 
himself,  with  a  zeal  as  honorable  to  his  character  as  to  his  in- 
tellect, to  the  work  of  bringing  into  notice  the  name,  the 
writings,  and  the  ideas  of  his  master.  Does  he  differ  with  him 
on  this  capital  point?  Not  at  all.  With  the  exception  of  a 
few  passages  in  his  earlier  writings,  which  give  evidence  of 
the  Scotch  influence,  M.  Cousin,  in  all  his  subsequent  career, 
has  been  constantly  faithful  to  this  doctrine,  that  the  psycho- 
logical method  distinguishes  the  physical  and  the  moral  in 
man  without  separating  them,  and  that  in  this  respect  it  is  as 
ancient  as  spiritualism  and  philosophy.  Finally,  M.  Jouftroy 
himself,  whom  we  have  just  seen  in  the  first  essays  of  bis 
youth  led  astray  by  following  Dugald  Stewart,  returned  by 
the  original  movement  of  his  thought,  and  the  solitary  pro- 
gress of  his  meditations,  to  the  pure  doctrine  of  Maine  de 
Biran.  He  has  left  us  a  lasting  testimony  of  this  happy  - 
transformation  in  his  memoir  on  the  Distinction  between 
psychology  and  physiology^  written  in  reply  to  M.  Broussais, 
which  caused  the  Academy  of  Moral  Sciences,  that  old  athlete 
of  medical  materialism,  to  start  from  its  seat.  I  venture  to  say 
that  Maine  de  Biran  would  have  recognized  himself  in  the 
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memoir  of  Jouffroy,  and  that  lie  would  have  envied  his  skill- 
ful disciple  that  masterpiece  of  clearness  and  of  rigorons 
precision. 

Having  cleared  up  this  delicate  historic  point,  I  address  my- 
self with  confidence  to  the  objections  raised  against  psychol- 
ogy, and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  becomes  easy  to  scatter  them. 
It  is  supposed,  then,  that  there  is  involved  in  psychology  a 
new  method,  which  consists  in  ceasing  to  act  in  order  that  the 
mind  may  look  in  upon  itself,  and  contemplate  itself  abstract- 
ly, in  perfect  forgetfulness  of  society  and  of  nature,  and  that, 
too,  in  order  to  reach  a  sort  of  phantom,  or  abstract  entity, 
an  ego^  a  pure  spirit,  a  something  endowed  with  an  entire  in- 
dependence, with  an  absolute  liberty,  and  loaded  with  a  host 
of  marvelous  attributes.  I  acknowledge  that  such  an  ego  is  a 
phantom,  that  such  an  isolation  is  fruitless  and  dangerous, 
that  such  a  spiritualism  is  insensate,  in  a  word,  that  such  a 
method  has  no  root  in  history,  in  common  sense,  in  the  nature 
of  things.  I  abandon  the  exaggeration  of  psychology  to  its 
adversaries,  but  I  cling  to  its  principle  and  I  defend  it  in  the 
name  of  the  entire  history  of  human  thought. 

The  question  between  us  and  the  materialists  is  no  longer, 
to  know  whether  man  can  feel,  think,  will  without  organs,  but 
whether  it  is  the  same  thing  to  have  the  consciousness  of  a 
thought,  of  a  desire,  of  a  sensation,  and  to  recognize  the 
cerebral  lobe,  the  nervous  or  muscular  tissue,  which  are  or  may 
be  the  organic  condition  of  the  sensation  which  I  experience, 
of  the  thought  which  I  form,  of  the  voluntary  act  which  I  de- 
sire to  execute.  To  state  this  question  i^  to  answer  it.  There 
is  involved  here  not  a  system,  but  a  fact. 

We  venture  <;o  say  that  only  an  unusual  dose  of  systematic 
obstinacy  can  close  the  eyes  of  a  man  of  good  faith  to  this 
difference ;  but  not  to  repeat  here  arguments  which  are  well 
known,  I  will  content  myself  with  putting  to  the  adversaries 
of  psychology  a  decisive  question.  Is  the  notion  of  cause  or 
force  an  idea  which  springs  properly  and  immediately  from 
physics  or  physiology  ?  MM.  Comte  and  Littr6  answer,  No, 
and  they  are  quite  right.  On  this  ground  they  forbid  the 
physicist  and  the  physiologist  to  investigate  causes,  and  in 
general  they  openly  profess  to  believe  that  this  investigation 
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is  interdicted  to  the  haman  mind.  This  is  logical,  bat  it  is  not 
enongh ;  for  if  MM.  Conate  and  iittr6  are  riglit,  not  only 
must  physics,  physiology,  and  all  the  sciences  of  nature  aban- 
don the  hope  of  discovering  any  cause,  not  only  most  the 
human  mind  interdict  itself  all  speculation  of  this  kind,  but 
the  very  idea  of  cause  does  not  exist.  For  whence  can  it 
come,  if  the  senses  cannot  give  it,  if  the  science  of  nature  can- 
not account  for  it,  and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  nothing 
beyond  the  science  of  nature,  beyond  the  senses  ?  I  consider 
the  objection  unanswerable.  Hume  understood  it,  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  senses  cannot  explain  this  notion  he  took  the 
bold  course  of  denying  it.  MM.  Oointe  and  LittrS  show 
more  respect  for  common  sense ;  but  in  truth  I  find  them  here 
either  too  keen  or  too  timid,  intrepid  as  they  ordinarily  are  in 
the  matter  of  negations.  However  this  may  be,  the  idea  of 
cause  exists  in  language,  in  common  sense,  in  the  human 
mind ;  it  must  be  explained.  It  is  here  that  the  legitimacy 
and  the  power  of  the  psychological  method  appear  in  the 
brightest  light.  In  every  thought,  in  every  internal  act,  it  re- 
cognizes the  existence  of  a  fixed  and  permanent  subject,  which 
perceives  itself  as  a  force,  as  a  cause,  not  as  an  abstract  cause, 
but  as  an  active,  living,  fruitful  cause,  in  relation  with  a  system 
of  organs,  which  now  obey  it  and  now  rebel  against  it,  which 
react  upon  it  when  they  have  felt  its  action,  and  bring  it  into 
connection  with  nature,  society,  universal  Hie.  This  per- 
ception of  the  unchanging  force  of  the  ego  is  that  which 
essentially  constitutes  a  psychological  phenomenon. 

Once  more,  the  ego  is  not  isolated,  for  not  only  in  the  im- 
pressions which  it  receives  from  without  and  in  the  exterior 
acts  which  it  helps  to  accomplish,  but  even  in  th0  most  abstract 
reflection,  in  the  most  energetic  efibrt  to  isolate  itself  from  the 
physical  world,  there  is  always  within  us  a  confused  sentiment, 
an  indistinct  image  of  external  things ;  this  is  a  fact  of  obser- 
vation  which  all  the  great  psychologists,  Aristotle  and  Kant  in 
the  first  rank,  have  long  since  recognized,  but  if,  as  is  said  in 
technical  language,  the  ego  is  never  without  the  nonregOj  this 
does  not  prevent  it  from  distinguishing  itself  from  that,  from 
being  able  to  discern  the  difference  between  that  which  comes 
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properly  from  itself  and  which  is  its  own,  and  that  which, 
coming  from  without,  reveals  to  it  foreign  causes. 

This. is  the  very  simple  distinction  which  separates,  without 
isolating  them,  the  physical  and  the  moral  worlds,  and  gives  to 
spiritualism  a  legitimate  and  indestructible  foundation.  The 
Scotch,  I  acknowledge,  and  especially  Dugald  Stewart,  have 
not  always  understood  the  nature  of  this  distinction.  They 
have  supposed  that  psychology,  like  physics,  had  for  its 
object  only  facts,  not  seeing  that  at  the  same  time  it  fastens 
upon  a  cause,  namely,  the  very  principle  which  has  conscions- 
ness,  the  ego.  Not  well  understanding  the  nature  of  psycho- 
logical facts,  isolating  them  from  the  ego  and  thus  considering 
them  abstractly,  they  have  separated  them  too  much  from  the 
other  facte,  perceived  by  the  human  intelligence.  But  what 
matters  this  passing  error  I  Is  not  every  method,  however  le- 
gitimate it  may  be,  exposed  to  be  falsified  in  its  application? 
Have  the  mathematicians,  whose  method  is  justly  considered 
infallible,  never  been  mistaken  in  regard  to  its  nature  and  in 
regard  to  the  conditions  of  its  legitimate  employment? 

Psychology  is  not  the  creation  of  yesterday.  Before  the 
Scotch  had  proclaimed  its  excellence,  it  was  in  the  world ;  it 
had  already  established  itself  by  durable  labors,  by  immortal  ser- 
vices. Because  the  name  of  this  science  is  not  old,  some  have 
fancied  themselves  authorized  to  treat  it  with  disdain ;  bat  in 
truth  when  we  hear  certain  physiologists  speak  in  a  tone  so 
severe  and  so  haughty,  of  a  science  as  ancient  as  the  human 
mindj^we  cannot  sufficiently  admire  so  great  confidence. 
Would  not  one  say  that  physiology  is  a  very  mature  science 
while  the  science  of  the  moral  man  is  still  in  its  cradle?  Take 
care !  The  comparison  is  all  to  the  advantage  of  psychology.  In 
affirming  that  among  the  organic  functions  there  is  not  one 
that  is  really  known,  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  not  be  contradicted 
by  any  impartial  physiologist.  For  organic  life  has  two  great 
objects,  to  preserve  and  to  reproduce  itself.  But  assimilation 
and  reproduction  are  still  two  mysteries  in  physiology,  which 
have  not  been  penetrated. 

I  do  not  fear  to  affirm  that  the  moral  in  man  has  been  vastly 
more  studied  than  the  physical.  Adam  Smith  knew  the  laws 
of  sympathy  much  better  than  any  physiologist  knows  the 
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seat  and  the  organic  condition  of  this  carious  phenomenon. 
We  know  better  how  we  think  than  how  we  digest,  and  there 
is  not  a  single  important  function  of  the  organization,  which 
is  nearly  as  well  understood  as  the  psychological  function  of 
reasoning.  Savants  boast  that  astronomy  is  a  perfected  science ; 
but  two  thousand  years  before  Laplace,  Aristotle  had  deter- 
mined the  movement  of  certain  intellectual  operations,  with 
as  mnch  precision  and  exactness  as  the  author  of  the  Mecaniqy^ 
Celeste  has  employed  in  fixing  the  orbits  described  by  the  stars 
in  space. 

That  psychology  should  be  a  science  mnch  more  advanced 
than  physiology,  is  explained  by  a  reason  as  simple  as  it  is 
profound  ;  the  principle  of  animal  life  is  unknown  to  us,  and 
physiology  is  reduced  on  this  point  to  conjectures.  It  is  other- 
wise with  psychology,  which  imiiiediately  grasps  the  principles 
of  the  phenomena  which  it  observes  and  in  this  way  embraces 
the  effects  of  life,  and  life  itself  in  its  source.  "Where  should 
we  be,  if,  in  order  to  understand  our  moral  nature,  the  laws  of 
our  thought,  the  origin  of  our  passions,  the  principle  of  our 
actions,  the  rule  of  our  conduct,  we  were  obliged  to  wait,  till 
naturalists  were  agreed  upon  the  infinite  number  of  questions 
which  divide  them  and  which  perhaps  will  never  be  answered  ? 
ITiank  God,  there  is  no  need  of  this.  Plato  confused  the  canal 
of  digestion  with  that  of  inhalation,  the  cesophagus  with  the 
windpipe ;  did  this  prevent  him  from  being  a  profound  psychol- 
ogist, an  eminent  moralist  ?  The  Philelyus^  the  Symposium^ 
the  Republic  are  full  of  keen  and  profound  observations  which 
do  not  wait  for  their  confirmation  till  physiologists  shall  be 
agreed  upon  the  gray  matter  and  the  white  matter  in  the  brain. 
Aristotle  was  not  deeply  versed  in  the  physiology  of  man ;  he 
was  so  little  acquainted  with  it  that  be  was  ignorant  of  the 
existence  of  nerves.  Is  this  the  same  as  saying  that  the  treatise 
on  the  SovZ  is  not  a  masterpiece  of  psychology,  that  the 
NicomachcBan  Ethics  and  the  Evdemian  Ethics  are  not  ad- 
mirable studies  of  the  passions  of  the  human  heart,  that  the 
Organon  is  not  the  imperishable  code  of  logic  ? 

Not  to  speak  of  all  the  psychology  so  ingenious,  so  elevated, 
of  the  fathers  of  the  Church  and  of  the  mystic  teachers  of 
Christianity,  of  St.  Augustine,  of  Bonaventura,  of  Gerson, 
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can  there  be  cited  in  any  science  monuments  more  durable 
than  the  Search  aft&i*  Truth^  the  Nmjo  Essays  on  Hurmn 
Under stamding^  the  Oriiiqite  of  Pure  Reason^  not  to  speak 
of  the  Discourse  of  Method^  and  the  Meditatio^is^  tliose  sacred 
books  of  philosophy,  in  which  are  written  down,  under  the 
dictation  of  reflected  consciousness,  tlie  rights  of  the  human 
mind  and  the  first  principles  of  all  the  sciences.  It  will  be  said 
that  all  is  not  solid  in  these  monuments  and  that  they  are  far 
from  being  built  on  the  same  plan  and  with  the  same  materials. 
I  acknowledge  it ;  but  where  is  the  great  work,  except  perhaps 
in  pure  geometry,  which  time  and  the  contradiction  of  men 
have  left  untouched?  Not  one  can  be  named.  The  Ear- 
monice  Mundi  of  Kepler  is  a  book  full  of  conjectures  which 
science  has  falsified ;  the  Dioptrics  of  Descartes  and  even  the 
Optics  of  Newton  have  been  left  far  behind  in  the  progress  of 
physics.  The  chemistry  of  Lavoisier  is  not  that  of  Berzelius. 
The  book  Of  Life  and  Dearth  forms  an  epoch  in  physiology ; 
Bichat  wrote  it  scarcely  thirty  years  ago ;  is  it  standing  to- 
day? 

In  recalling  to  mind  the  great  monuments  of  the  science  of 
psychology  from  Socrates  to  Descartes,  and  from  Descartes  to 
Immanuel  Kant,  I  have  spoken  only  of  regular  works,  but 
how  much  delicate  and  profound  psychology  is  scattered 
through  all  those  literary  master-pieces,  whose  immortal 
authors  would  have  been  sadly  embarrassed,  if  they  had  been 
asked  questions  in  regard  to  the  convolutions  of  the  brain, 
which  the  most  stupid  school-boy  answers  fluently  after  a  few 
months  of  study.  What  an  incomparable  analysis  of  the 
human  heart  are  the  Confessions  of  St.  Augustine  !  I  do  uot 
know  whether  Gerson  was  a  great  anatomist,  but  I  loaru  more 
from  him  about  human  nature  by  reading  over  the  [mitation 
of  Jesus  Christ  than  by  consulting  the  most  learned  treatises 
on  physiology,  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  Montaigne,  Jean  Jacques 
BousseaUy — are  they  not  in  their  way  eminent  psychologists  ? 
For  psychology  is  not  a  study  for  the  use  of  a  few  meditators ; 
it  is  the  consciousness  of  life.  Whoever  lives,  not  with  the 
life  of  the  senses  limited  by  material  objects,  nor  with  that 
superficial  life,  which,  spending  itself  day  by  day,  spreads  it- 
self wholly  over  that  which  is  without,  and  flows  away  in- 
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cesBantlj,  like  water  coDstantly  pouring  into  a  vessel  without 
bottom,  but  with  a  life  powerful  and  full,  daily  augmented  and 
strengthened  by  the  progress  of  ideas  and  sentiments ;  who- 
ever lives  thus,  whether  he  meditates  in  solitude  like  Male- 
branche  or  frequents  the  court  like  La  Bruyere  and  La  Roche- 
foucauld, whether  he  creates  psychology  in  action  like  Shakes- 
peare and  Moliere,  or  sums  it  up  in  abstract  formulas  like 
Kant,  whether  he  composes  the  Critique  cf  Pure  Peason  or 
Favst^  poet  or  metaphysician,  priest  or  layman,  philosopher  in 
fact  or  in  intention,  labors  for  the  progress  of  psychological 
science ;  he  traces  a  chapter,  a  page,  or  at  least  a  few  lines  of 
that  immortal  book  which  man  is  writing  on  man,  and  which 
began  the  day  a  human  being  first  suffered,  that  is,  the  day  he 
first  reflected. 

For  this  grand  psychology,  which  is  the  work  not  only 
of  philosophers,  but,  so  to  speak,  of  the  human  race,  what 
does  the  positive  philosophy  propose  to  substitute?  I  am 
ashamed  to  say,  and  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  exact 
minds  of  MM.  Comte  and  Littr6  would  never  guess.  It  is  a 
science  the  most  conjectural,  the  newest,  the  least  positive ; 
but  why  speak  of  science  ?  No,  it  is  that  something  equivocal 
and  misbegotten  which  is  called  phrenology.  The  man  to 
whom  it  has  been  given  to  commence  the  science  of  man  is 
Dr.  Gall.  The  twenty-seven  faculties  recognized  by  this  great 
philosopher,  and  rapidly  raised  to  thirty-five  by  that  other 
profound  thinker.  Dr.  Spurzheim,  with  the  twenty-seven  or 
thirty-five  corresponding  cerebral  convolutions  which  Dr. 
Yimont  did  not  fail  to  find  in  the  skull  of  a  goose,  this  is  for 
the  positive  philosophy,  the  heau  ideal  of  the  science  of  man.* 
It  is  acknowledged,  to  be  sure,  that  these  first  labors  of  cerebral 
physiology  are  very  imperfect.  The  iheosophy  is  not  admitted 
and  this  is  characteristic ;  we  are  spared  the  amcUivity^  the 
habikUivitt/j  the  destructivity,  the  oonetructivityy  the  aecuti- 
vity.  I  thank  the  positive  philosophy  for  it  in  the  name  of  our 
mother  tongue ;  but  without  wishing  to  triumph  by  an  excess 


*  See  the  excellent  little  book  or  M.  Flourens,  Examen  d$  la  PhrhMlogiei 
aod  bis  great  work  eotitled :  Reeherchet  experimentales  $ur  U*  proprUtU  et  let 
fonetiant  du  9}fHhne  nSrveux,    Second  Ed.,  1842. 
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of  these  ridiculous  sketches,  I  have  the  right  to  say  that  there 
is  something  significant  in  this  rehabilitation  of  phrenology  by 
the  positive  philosophy,  and  that  a  school  obliged  to  take  under 
its  protection  such  monstrous  eflforts,  puts  all  sound  minds  on 
their  guard  and  pronounces  its  own  condemnation. 

IV. 

If  the  positive  philosophy  had  no  other  defect  than  that  of 
altering  or  suppressing  a  considerable  number  of  facts,  it 
might  indeed  be  accused  of  incompleteness,  but  it  could  not 
be  declared  radically  false.  It  would  be  necessary  to  enlarge 
the  base  of  the  edifice,  not  to  throw  it  to  the  ground.  But  the 
positive  philosophy  aims  higher  than  spiritualism ;  the  na- 
tion of  the  facts  of  consciousness  is  only  a  means  which  it  em- 
ploys to  reach  absolute  ideas,  and  the  ruin  of  psychology  is  a 
prelude  to  the  destruction  of  metaphysics. 

Absolute  ideas,  metaphysics,  these  are  the  mortal  enemies  of 
the  positive  philosophy.  According  to  it,  the  peculiar  trait  of 
the  double  tyranny  which  human  thought  has  been  obliged  to 
undergo  before  reaching  the  era  of  its  emancipation,  has  been 
that  it  has  rested  on  absolute  ideas.  On  the  contrary  the  dis- 
tinctive feature  of  the  new  regime^  the  positive  regime^  is  the 
substitution  of  sciences  for  metaphysics,  of  relative  for  absolute 
ideas. 

There  are  here  two  distinct  questions,  though  very  closely 
linked  together ;  that  of  absolute  ideas  and  that  of  metaphysics 
proper.  It  is  clear  that  if  there  exist  in  the  human  mind  no 
absolute  ideas,  all  metaphysics  is  impossible;  but  we  may  ad- 
mit certain  absolute  ideas  and  yet  not  be  obliged  to  recognize 
metaphysics  as  a  science.  It  was  in  this  way  that  Kant,  the 
greatest  adversary  that  metaphysics  ever  encountered,  supposed 
that  he  escaped  skepticism  and  gave  to  the  mathematical 
sciences,  to  the  philosophy  of  nature,  even  to  morals  and  to 
aesthetics  a  firm  foundation,  in  recognizing  a  certain  number 
of  absolute  ideas,  of  a  priori  notions,  necessary  for  the  guid- 
ance of  man  in  his  intellectual  operations  and  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  destiny. 

MM.  C^mte  and  Littr6  do  not  seem  to  have  the  slightest 
fear  of  skepticism.    Like  Kant  they  reject  metaphysics,   but 
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they  do  not,  like  him,  guard  certaia  absolate  ideas,  and  they 
seem  convinced  that  these  are  not  at  all  necessary  to  organize 
the  sciences  and  the  entire  work  of  the  human  mind.  I  cer- 
tainly admire  this  daring ;  yet  it  is  diificult  for  any  one  who 
has  studied,  however  little,  the  history  of  thought,  not  to  find 
something  naive  in  such  great  audacity.  One  does  not  ven- 
ture to  suspect  a  man  as  learned  as  M.  Comte,  a  man  who 
flatters  himself  that  he  has  discovered  the  science  of  history, 
of  having  remained  a  stranger  to  the  history  of  philosophy, 
bnt  we  shall  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  undertaking  to  do 
without  absolute  ideas  in  the  organization  of  the  physical  and 
moral  sciences,  is  more  worthy  of  a  primitive  epoch  than  of 
a  century  enlightened  by  a  great  experience.  Eclecticism,  so 
disdained  by  the  positive  philosophy,  has  at  least  the  advantage, 
that  by  an  impartial  knowledge  of  the  past  it  guards  one 
against  many  illusions.  I  will  allow  myself  to  remind  MM. 
Comte  and  Littr6  of  those  great  trials  to  which  the  undertaking 
which  they  wish  to  accomplish  has  been  subjected.  To  cite 
facts  to  positive  philosophers,  is  to  employ  the  method  of  dis- 
cussion most  likely  to  please  and  to  persuade  them. 

Nearly  two  thousand  four  hundred  years  ago,  a  precursor  of 
the  positive  philosophy,  Heraclitus,  maintained  that  there  are 
no  absolute  ideas,  that  all  is  relative.  ^'  A  man,"  he  said  with 
familiar  and  expressive  energy,  *'  does  not  bathe  twice  in  the 
same  river."  If  this  is  so,  the  object  of  science  is  not  the 
being  in  itself,  it  is  the  phenomenon.  To  what  did  this  prin- 
ciple lead  Heraclitus?  To  see  nothing  in  the  univei*8e  but  a 
sort  of  universal  phenomenon  produced  by  a  single  agent,  and 
governed  by  a  single  law.  What  do  MM.  Comte  and  Littre 
say  of  this  consequence  ?  We  shall  see,  perhaps,  in  a  moment 
that  Heraclitus  has  revealed  their  secret,  but  however  this  may 
be,  did  the  development  of  Heraclitus  stop  there?  Not  at  all. 
The  supreme  logic  of  history,  which  imposes  upon  sensualism 
as  its  inevitable  consequence,  absolute  doubt,  raised  up  after 
Heraclitus,  Protagoras  and  Pyrrhon,  who  said  that  if  there 
are  only  relative  phenomena,  and  if  nothing  is  fixed  and  ab- 
solate, if  sensualism  is  the  measure  of  all  things,  it  follows 
that  everything  is  at  the  same  time  true  and  false,  just  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


462  The  Philosophy  of  Comte.  [Jaly, 

unjust,  beautiful  and  ugly,  according  to  the  impresaion  of  each 
person  and  the  varying  points  of  view. 

Does  not  this  conclusion  appear  rigorous  to  MM.  Comte 
and  Littre  ?  I  might  ask  them  to  read  again  the  Theatetua, 
but  I  have  to  propose  to  them  an  authority  greater  than  that 
of  Plato.  It  is  again  history,  which,  four  centuries  after  Her- 
aclitus,  brought  out  on  a  grander  scale  the  same  trial.  The 
Stoics,  by  a  contradiction  which  cannot  be  too  prominently 
mentioned,  had  mingled  with  a  sublime  morality  a  sensnalistic 
ideology.  What  happened  ?  They  were  driven  first  to  a  ma- 
terialism precisely  analogous  with  that  of  Heraclitus,  and  soon 
the  dialectics  of  ^neeidemus  imposed  upon  them  absolute  skep- 
ticism. Pass  over  eighteen  centuries;  from  Athens  and 
Alexandria  transport  yourself  to  the  country  of  Locke  and  you 
will  witness  the  same  spectacle.  The  names  alone  are  changed, 
^nesidemus  is  called  Hume.  The  same  idea  lies  at  the 
base  of  the  dialectics  of  the  two  Pyrrhonians ;  it  is  the  idea 
of  force  or  cause,  the  foundation  of  metaphysics.  If  there  is 
nothing  absolute  in  the  idea  of  cause  and  in  ideas  in  general, 
how  shall  we  attain  the  absolute  in  things  ?  And  if  everythins^ 
is  relative,  there  is  nothing  but  probabilities  and  conjectures  in 
the  science  of  the  universe,  as  in  that  of  man. 

Does  this  three-fold  trial  appear  sufficiently  decisive  to 
MM.  Comte  and  Littr6  '<  Do  they  hope  to  be  happier  than 
Heraclitus  and  Chrysippus,  Locke  and  Condillac?  Let  them 
then  have  the  kindness  to  entrust  to  us  the  secret  which  they 
possess  for  constructing  the  mathematical  and  physical  sciences 
without  any  of  those  ideas  which  they  call  absolute,  like  the 
ideas  of  cause,  of  unity,  of  mind,  of  time,  of  identity.  Will 
they  construct  the  rational  mechanics  without  the  notion  of 
force  and  time  ?  arithmetic  and  algebra  without  the  idea  of 
unity  ?  geometry  without  the  idea  of  space  and  without  the 
axioms  ?  Are  there  no  absolute  ideas  ?  But  everything  in  the 
mathematics  is  absolute.  Is  there  nothing  but  relative  facts) 
But  everything  in  geometry  is  necessary.  That  is  a  singular 
philosophy  which  professes  to  oi^anize  the  positive  sciences 
and  ignores  the  most  simple  conditions  of  their  existence. 
They  are  singular  philosophers  who  make  war  upon  systems 
and  have  themselves  a  system  by  which  they  are  so  blinded 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  The  Philosophy  of  ComU.  453 

that  they  lose  even  the  perception  of  facts.  Who  would  have 
supposed  that  M.  Comte  would  push  his  horror  of  absolute 
facts  BO  far,  as  to  wish  that  there  might  be  in  geometry  only 
simple  phenomena  ?  He  talks  to  us  about  geometrical  phe- 
nomena.    Nothing  more  is  wanting  but  algebraic  phenomena. 

After  BO  rude  a  war  upon  absolute  ideas,  the  positive  phi- 
losophy decides  to  be  gracious  to  one  of  these  ideas,  the  idea  of 
law.  It  is  easy  to  understand  this.  The  rejection  of  the 
idea  of  law  would  have  been  its  destruction ;  for  the  positive 
philosophy  makes  two  claims,  that  of  having  discovered  the 
fundamental  law  of  humanity,  and  that  of  having  reduced  all 
science  to  the  search  for  certain  laws.  It  was  then  impossible 
to  suppress  the  idea  of  law;  but  necessary  as  it  was  not  to  deny 
it,  it  was  equally  inconsistent  to  introduce  it ;  for  this  is  cer- 
tainly an  absolute  idea  or  none  deserves  this  name.  He  who 
speaks  of  law  speaks  of  something  invariable,  universal,  neces- 
sary. As  Montesquieu  has  ably  written,  VLaws  are  the 
necessary  relations  which  derive  from  the  nature  of  things.'* 
MM.  Comte  and  Littr6  distinctly  accept  this  beautiful  defi- 
nition. It  is  admirable ;  but  it  is  fatal  to  their  doctrine ;  for 
the  senses  and  experience  are  evidently  incapable  of  conducting 
to  anything  universal,  invariable,  necessary.  MM.  Comte 
and  Littr6  rightly  say  that  the  true  characteristic  of  a  science 
is  to  foresee,  and  this  just  remark  will  show  that  there  is  a  pro- 
found sense  in  the  idea  that  races  in  their  childhood  form 
superior  intelligences  by  according  to  them  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy ;  but  to  be  a  good  prophet  it  is  necessary  to  predict  un- 
erringly, and  how  could  experience,  which  applies  only  to  the 
present  and  the  past,  anticipate  unaided  the  future  ? 

Here,  then,  we  must  rise  to  a  conception  which  transcends 
the  horizon  of  physics,  the  idea  of  a  universal  order,  of  a  gene- 
ral plan  of  the  world,  of  a  common  end  toward  which  all  be- 
ings tend,  and  which  explains  the  law  of  their  movements. 
But  of  all  absolute  ideas,  there  is  none  more  unconquerably 
repngnant  to  the  positive  philosophy  than  that  of  a  final 
cause.  Here  MM.  Comte  and  Littr6  find  a  powerful 
and  unexpected  auxiliary ;  it  is  Descartes.  Yes,  I  acknow- 
ledge it.  Descartes  has  proscribed  in  physics  the  use  of 
final  causes,  and  I  add  that  in  this  he  has  rendered    the 
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science  of  nature  a  considerable  service.  For,  in  the  first 
place,  the  scholastic  philosophy  had  strangely  abused  final 
causes,  and  Descartes,  in  banishing  them,  accomplished  a  ne- 
cessary reaction  ;  besides,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  proper 
object  of  the  science  of  nature  is  to  observe  facts,  and  not  to 
discover  their  causes.  Every  a  priori  idea  in  regard  to  the 
principles  and  the  ends  of  beings  is  essentially  subordinate  to 
experience,  which  is,  and  which  should  remain  here,  the  su- 
preme judge.  But  is  it  to  be  concluded  from  this  that  the  idea 
of  final  cause  is  not  in  the  human  mind?  that  it  has  not  its 
place  and  its  office  in  science?  and  not  only  in  that  high 
science  which  recognizes  in  God  an  intentional  cause,  the  first 
principle  and  the  ultimate  end  of  tlie  universe,  but  also  in  the 
science  of  nature  ?  I  appeal  here  to  Kepler,  to  Linnaeus,  to 
Leibnitz,  to  Maupertuis,  to  Euler ;  I  appeal  to  Harvey,  who  dis- 
covered the  circulation  of  the  blood  by  an  application  of  the 
principle  of  final  causes ;  I  appeal  to  Bacon  himself,  who  has 
written,  I  know,  an  ingenious  phrase  against  final  causes,  but 
who,  in  cutting  off  from  physics  the  investigation  of  ends,  gave 
it  over  expressly  to  metaphysics,  its  true  domain,  thus  distin- 
guishing the  spheres  of  the  two  sciences  without  sacrificing 
either,  dividing  the  labor  of  the  human  mind  without  destroy- 
ing its  harmony,  without  compromising  its  unity. 

To  what  now,  in  the  last  analysis,  does  the  absolute  negation 
of  final  causes  lead  ?  After  having  heard  Descartes,  let  us 
listen  to  Spinoza.  From  the  master,  who  is  himself  astray, 
but  whose  sound  and  sober  nature  still  restrains  him,  let  us  go 
to  the  daring  and  intemperate  disciple.  The  author  of  the 
Ethics  will  toll  us  that  the  idea  of  the  end  is  a  chimera,  like 
the  idea  of  good  and  evil,  like  that  of  free  will ;  and  that  all 
beings,  man  like  the  rest,  develop  themselves  according  to  the 
necessary  laws  of  their  nature.  I  point  out  this  conclusion  to 
MM;  Comte  and  Littr6 ;  it  is  particularly  adapted,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  to  make  them  reflect.  Both  have  the  most 
ardent  desire  to  save  ntorality  from  the  shipwreck  of  absolute 
ideas,  both  repel  the  sad  doctrine  of  interest,  both  recognize 
principles  of  conduct  superior  to  selfishness ;  but  logic  is 
stronger  than  the  most  honorable  intentions.  If  man  has  not 
been  created  for  an  end,  if  he  acts  according  to  the  fatal  laws 
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of  his  organization,  as  water  flows,  as  blood  circulates,  we  have 
done  with  every  idea  of  good  and  evil,  with  all  liberty,  with  all 
moral  responsibility. 

This  is  the  ultimate  point  to  which  the  simple  negation  of 
absolute  ideas  leads.  It  remains  for  us  to  see  whether  MM. 
Comte  and  Littr6  have  been  more  fortunate  against  meta- 
physics. 


The  prejudices  of  the  eighteenth  century  on  this  subject 
still  remain  in  many  minds.  It  is  important  to  dissipate  them. 
Let  the  friends  of  the  independence  of  the  human  mind  clearly 
understand  that  to  sacrifice  metaphysics  is  to  sacrifice  philoso- 
phy altogether ;  it  is  to  rob  free  thought,  not  only  of  its  most 
noble  right,  but  of  that  which  underlies  and  consecrates  all 
the  others. 

Among  the  false  prejudices  which  hinder  metaphysics  from 
recovering  the  high  consideration  which  it  enjoyed  in  the  sev- 
enteenth century,  I  will  mention  particularly  two :  the  first  is 
that  metaphysics,  or,  as  it  is  also  called,  ontology,  is,  as  it  is 
supposed,  a  science  which  speculates  at  random  about  the  ego 
and  the  non-ego^  the  absolute  and  the  relative,  the  finite  and 
the  infinite,  and  claims  to  explain  a  priori  the  origin,  the  es- 
sence, and  the  basis  of  all  things;  an  abstract  science,  without 
any  connection  with  the  realities  of  nature  and  of  life ;  a  con- 
jectural science,  which  having  at  its  service  neither  experience 
nor  calculation,  consumes  itself  in  sterile  hypotheses ;  a  proud 
science,  which  despises  the  other  sciences  because  it  is  ignorant 
of  them,  and  claims  to  explain  the  depths  of  a  universe  of 
which  the  visible  surface  is  unknown  to  it. 

The  second  prejudice  which  the  eighteenth  century  has  be- 
queathed to  us  against  metaphysics  is,  that  it  turns  in  a  circle 
of  systems  which  incessantly  return  :  spiritualism  and  materi- 
alism, pantheism  and  dualism,  dogmatism  and  skepticism,  such 
are  the  eternal  heroes  of  this  monotonous  drama,  fantastic 
characters  which  disappear  from  time  to  time  to  reappear  with 
new  masks,  always  armed  against  one  another,  inflicting  upon 
each  other  mortal  wounds  without  ever  killing,  and  playing  a 
piece  which  has  and  can  have  no  denouinent. 

VOL.  xxvn.  30 
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Are  these  prejudices  legitimate  ?  And,  first,  is  it  true  that 
metaphysics  is  a  science  isolated  from  all  the  others,  which 
aspires  to  construct  for  itself  outside  of  the  universe  and  of 
humanity  an  independent  domain?  I  will  reply  to  this  ques- 
tion with  perfect  sincerity.  The  truth  is,  I  confess,  that  meta- 
physicians have  sometimes  imposed  upon  common  sense,  in  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  metaphysics.  There  have  been  found 
more  than  once  rash  spirits  who  have  fallen  into  this  abstract 
ontology,  which  so  justly  appears  suspicious  to  serious  minds, 
but  I  say  that  this  manner  of  understanding  metaphysics  is 
contrary  to  the  general  teaching  of  tradition.  I  say  that  the 
great  thinkers,  whose  names  mark  the  memorable  steps  which 
the  human  mind  has  taken,  Pla^o  and  Aristotle,  Descartes  and 
Leibnitz,  have  understood  very  differently  the  nature  and  the 
conditions  of  the  first  philosophy. 

I  will  explain  myself  still  more  explicitly  on  this  point. 
The  father  of  modern  metaphysics  has  given  us  as  the  basis  of 
all  his  speculations,  a  fact  of  consciousness.  For  what  is  his  h- 
movi%  cogito^  ergo  sumf  It  is  the  being  who  thinks,  taking 
possession  of  himself  by  reflection,  escaping  from  doubt  by 
aflSrming  his  own  reality,  his  peculiar  individuality,  and  from 
this  firm  starting  point  taking  his  flight  in  order  to  rise  not  to 
an  abstract  absolute,  but  to  a  real  and  living  God,  the  first 
principle,  aud  the  supreme  ideal  of  thought  and  consciousness. 

This  metaphysics,  at  once  sensible  and  sublime,  conquered 
without  effort  all  the  great  minds  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
not  only  Malebranche  and  Fenelon,  but  more  severe  minds, 
Arnauld  and  Bossuet.  And  yet  into  the  soil  of  the  philosophy 
of  Descartes  fatal  germs  had  slipped ;  we  know  what  hand 
cultivated  them. 

Assuredly  there  were  great  qualities  in  the  mind  of  Spinoza, 
but  it  lacked  one  of  the  distinctive  features  of  those  excellent 
intelligences  whose  memory  is  dear  to  humanity ;  it  lacked  the 
perception  of  the  limitations  of  our  minds,  lie  metaphysics 
of  Spinoza  has  nothing  human :  it  is  the  attempt  of  a  man  to 
cease  to  be  a  man  and  to  usurp  the  place  of  6od.  In  place  of 
the  realities  of  this  world,  he  offers  us  abstract  conceptions, 
such  as  substance,  attribute,  mode,  and  others  like  these.  Bat 
this  is  not  a  philosophy  which  we  can  use ;  it  is  a  sort  of  al- 
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orebra,  with  raysterioas  and  obscure  signs.  Now  in  what  does 
all  this  end  ?  In  a  aniversal  fatalism  and  in  a  theism  so  ab- 
stract that  it  almost  resembles  atheism.  I  am  not  surprised 
that  a  cry  was  raised  in  the  seventeenth  century  to  reprove 
these  doctrines,  and  with  this  began  the  excessive  reaction, 
which  from  the  metaphysician  fell  npon  metaphysics,  and 
against  which  all  the  genius  of  Leibnitz  had  no  power. 

It  belonged  to  the  Gterraan  philosophy  to  glorify  Spinoza,  for 
it  is  his  legitimate  heir.  Hegel  is  Spinoza  still,  but  a  Spinoza 
still  more  audacious  and  chimerical.  Like  the  Dutch  philoso- 
pher, the  metaphysician  of  Berlin  claimed  to  place  himself  at 
the  outset  in  the  bosom  of  the  absolute,  and  from  this  height 
to  explain,  by  the  simple  force  of  logic  and  on  the  basis  of  a 
certain  number  of  abstract  conceptions,  the  universal  economy 
of  things.  Hegel  is  ignorant  of  nothing.  He  knows  the  why 
and  the  h4)w  of  everything ;  he  has  found,  and  he  confides  to 
every  one  who  chooses  to  read  it  and  is  able  to  understand  it^ 
the  formula  for  God.  Was  it  possible  that  common  sense  in 
Europe,  and  especially  in  France,  should  not  rise  against 
these  extravagant  pretensions?  Certainly  not.  For  myself,  I 
abandon  without  regret  to  the  disdain  of  exact  minds,  this 
pompons  ontology  of  the  Germany  of  our  times,  and  if  the 
positive  philosophy  contented  itself  with  protesting  against 
such  irregularities,  I  could  only  heartily  applaud ;  but  it  is  not 
so.  The  positive  philosophy  falls  into  another  excess,  perhaps 
more  dangerous  still :  on  the  pretext  that  metaphysics  has  been 
abased,  it  proscribes  it  altogether,  and  because  it  is  impossible 
for  man  to  satisfy  his  curiosity  in  regard  to  God,  it  claims  to 
reduce  God  to  the  capacity  of  our  intelligence  and  of  our 
heart. 

Against  such  a  negation,  I  appeal  in  my  turn  to  that  same 
common  sense  which  properly  repels  the  temerities  of  an  on- 
tology without  rule  or  restraint ;  I  ask  every  sensible  man 
what  he  thinks  of  a  philosophy  which  proposes  to  do  without 
God.  It  is  no  longer  an  abstract  ontology  which  is  in  ques- 
tion ;  we  are  not  speaking  of  those  transcendental  speculations 
which  try  to  grasp  and  describe  the  properties  of  the  absolute, 
as  we  grasp  and  describe  those  of  a  triangle  or  a  circle.  The 
question  is,  whether  man  is  forbidden  to  pass  beyond  the  sensi* 
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ble  universe  to  reach  causes  behind  effects ;  to  rise  to  the  idea 
of  a  perfect  cause ;  to  discover  and  to  adore  among  the  impen- 
etrable depths  of  his  infinite  nature,  those  of  his  attributes,  of 
which  the  striking  evidence  is  spread  over  the  face  of  the  uni- 
verse, and  those  perfections  more  sacred  still,  of  which  we  find 
in  our  souls  some  obscure  rays — wisdom,  justice,  happiness. 

This  is  the  great  object  ot  metaphysics,  not  as  it  is  under-  . 
stood  and  pursued  to-day  in  Germany,  but  as  it  has  been  un- 
derstood and  cultivated  by  all  those  strong  minds  which  have 
known  true  force  and  true  light,  which  have  not  employed  their 
vigor  in  struggling  against  the  impossible  nor  their  depth  in 
being  incomprehensible,  and  in  losing  themselves  in  the  abyss 
of  their  speculations.     If  one  were  to  believe  the  philosophera 
of  the  positive  school,  one  would  suppose  that  the  metaphy- 
sicians form  in  history  a  family  of  dreamers,  deluding  them- 
selves with  chimeras,  dwelling  among  the  clouds,  strangers  to 
the  positive  sciences,  to  the  observation  of  nature  and  of  man- 
kind.    But  one  of  these  dreamers,  Plato,  is  simply  the  greatest 
moralist  of  antiquity ;  another,  Aristotle,  is  its  greatest  poli- 
tician, and  wrote  also  that  history  of  animals  which  excited 
the  respect  of  Cuvier.     Another  dreamer,  Descartes,  is  the  in- 
ventor of  mathematical  analysis,  the  most  powerful  instrument 
which  geometry  has  ever  employed:  another  has  discovered 
the  infinitesimal  calculus,  and,  if  this  great  honor  is  disputed, 
there  is  another  at  least  of  which  no  one  can  rob  him,  that  of 
having  taken  the  most  penetrating  and  comprehensive  view 
that  has  ever  been  obtained,  of  all  the  sciences  and  of  all  hu- 
man things.     These  are  the  dreamers,  the  empty  minds,  which 
the  positive  philosophy  charges  with  illusions.     As  if  they  had 
ever  thought  of  separating  the  metaphysics  from  the  positive 
sciences !     As  if  they  had  ever  aspired  to  the  vague  and  am- 
bitious ontology  of  a  few  intemperate  minds !     Is  it,  then,  Ar- 
istotle who  claimed  to  construct  a  priori  the  science  of  God — 
Aristotle,  the  philosopher  of  experience,  to  whom  the  Platonic 
theory  of  ideas  was  suspicious,  because  it  seemed  to  him  to 
abandon  too  soon  the  solid  ground  of  facts,  to  take  its  flight 
into  sublime  regions?    Plato  himself,  so  oflen  accused  of  ca- 
ressing brilliant  chimeras,  also  had  the  wisdom  to  recognize 
the  limit  of  human  intelligence.     In  one  of  his  boldest  works, 
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the  TimsBus,  that  Genesis  of  Platonism,  he  began  with  these 
words,  so  often  quoted :  "  It  is  diflBcult  to  find  the  author 
and  father  of  the  Universe,  and  impossible,  after  having  found 
him,  to  make  him  known  to  everybody." 

When  it  is  necessary  only  to  carry  back  ideas  to  this  prin- 
ciple, and  to  trace  up  to  God  all  the  good  and  the  beautiful  in 
the  order  of  beings,  Plato  affirms^  with  a  just  assurance;  but 
when  it  is  necessary  to  explain  the  relation  of  God  to  the  world 
and  to  unveil  the  origin  of  existence,  Plato  is  so  undecided  that 
he  is  reduced  to  conjecture.  Let  us  listen  again  to  Timeeus : 
"  Thou  wilt  not  be  astonished,  Socrates,  if  after  so  many  others 
have  spoken  on  the  same  subject,  I  essay  to  speak  of  the  Gods 
and  of  the  formation  of  the  world,  without  being  able  to  ex- 
press to  you  my  thoughts  in  a  language  perfectly  exact  and 
free  from  all  contradiction.  And  if  my  words  have-  no  more 
improbability  than  those  of  others,  thou  must  still  be  con- 
tented with  them,  and  bear  in  mind  that  I  who  speak  and  you 
who  judge  are  all  men,  and  that  on  such  a  subject  only  proba- 
ble statements  can  fairly  be  demanded." 

I  might  multiply  citations  and  proofs,  but  it  is  evident  to 
any  one  who  casts  an  impartial  glance  on  the  history  of 
metaphysics  and  is  able  to  distinguish  the  broad  highway, 
which  the  masters  have  followed,  from  the  by-paths  into  which 
a  small  number  of  rash  spirits  have  strayed, — it  is  evident,  I 
say,  that  metaphysics  does  not  necessarily  aspire  to  occupy  an 
isolated  region.  Without  doubt  it  overlooks  the  particular  scien- 
ces, but  it  is  because  it  rests  upon  them  ;  without  doubt  it  leads 
to  a  point  higher  than  nature  and  higher  than  humanity,  but  it 
18  because  in  nature  and  in  humanity  it  seizes  upon  the 
characteristics  from  which  it  composes  and  writes  down  the 
science  of  God.  The  physical  and  moral  sciences  make  no 
acquisition  by  which  it  does  not  profit ;  enlightened  by  their 
labor,  it  furnishes  them  its  light;  it  is  a  perpetual  exchange, 
which  constitutes  at  once  the  life  of  the  sciences  and  its  own. 
To  it  may  be  applied  the  ingenious  and  true  phrase  of  Bacon ; 
it  commands  only  on  condition  of  having  obeyed.  Lnperare 
parendo :  that  is  its  motto. 

It  must  be  intelligible  now,  what  there  is  that  is  peculiar  in 
the  movement  of  metaphysics.    It  cannot  develop  itself  like 
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geometry  or  mechanics,  the  homogeneous  sciences  which  are 
founded  on  a  small  number  of  notions,  contemplating  simple 
and  homogeneous  relations,  springing  up  and  growing  by  a 
uniform  process.     Metaphysics,  vast  as  the  human  mind,  is, 
like  it,  marvelously  complicated  ;  no  method  should  be  foreign 
to  it ;  abstraction  and  observation,  induction  and  calculation 
even,  analogy,  analysis,  all  the  processes,  all  the  means  of  know- 
ing, belong  equally  to  it,  because  it  embraces  all  beings,  all  life, 
proposing  to  itself  in  turn  matter  and  mind,  nature  and  man, 
the  finite  and  the  infinite,  rising  from  the  world  to  God  and 
descending  again  from  God  to  the  world,  uniting  all,  concilia- 
ting all,  aspiring  at  least  in  the  measure  of  human  weakness, 
and  following  the  progress  of. the  sciences,  to  reconcile  and 
unite  all.    It  follows  from  this  that  metaphysics  cannot  ad- 
vance with  an  equal  and  continuous  movement  and,  as  it  were, 
in  a  straight  line  ;  it  has,  like  the  human  mind,  its  halts,  its 
wanderings,  its  weaknesses  followed  by  quick  starts.    Drawing 
after  itself,  so  to  speak,  the  immense  procession  of  all  the  pro- 
ducts of  thonght,  its  movement  is  the  variable  resultant  of  a 
host  of  diverse  forces  and   of  an  infinite  number  of  move- 
ments. 

This  brings  me  to  do  justice  in  a  few  words  to  the  second  pre- 
judice with  which  the  positive  philosophy  arms  itself  against 
metaphysics ;  it  is  that,  as  is  said,  it  has  made  no  progress  during 
three  thousand  years.  We  hear  this  fine  axiom  repeated  every 
day  with  an  astonishing  coolness,  by  men  who  profess  to 
believe  in  the  power  and  progress  of  reason  ;  but  is  it  possible 
that  while  the  science  of  nature  and  the  science  of  man  have 
made  such  great  progress,  the  science  of  God  has  remained 
stationary  ?  To  think  so,  is  not  to  comprehend  at  all  the  har- 
mony of  human  knowledge,  or  the  whole  economy  of  the 
history  of  ideas. 

I  can  understand  that  men  who  speak  in  the  name  of 
Christianity,  should  maintain  that  metaphysics  was  powerless 
before  the  gospel  and  that  since,  it  is  superfluous  ;  I  should  also 
find  on  this  side,  perhaps,  a  certain  number  of  enlightened 
minds  who  would  at  least  grant  me  that  Platonism  was  not 
altogether  useless  in  preparing  the  way  for  the  religion  of 
Christ,  nor   Peripateticism,  for  organizing  theology   in  the 
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middle  ages,  and  that  CarteBiauism  also  did  something  for  the 
grandeur  of  the  Church  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  for 
those  great  verities  which  are  the  common  property  of  Christian- 
ity and  of  philosophy  ;  but  when  I  hear  men  who  declare  them- 
selves freed  from  all  authority,  who  see  in  the  history  of  civili- 
zation only  the  history  of  the  movements  of  the  human  reason, 
wheu  I  hear  them  ask  what  progress  metaphysics  has  made  in 
three  thousand  years,  I  seem  in  truth,  to  be  dreaming. 

I  will  ask  them  first,  if  they  have  faith  in  the  progress  of 
civilization,  and  then  if  they  think  that  the  movement  of  his- 
toric speculations  is  wholly  a  stranger  to  this  process.  I  will 
ask  them  if  they  think  that  the  religious  ideas  of  the  Europe  of 
the  nineteenth  century  are  inferior  to  the  ideas  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  in  the  time  of  Lycurgus  and  of  Numa.  But  I 
wish  to  put  to  them  a  question  still  more  precise  ;  has  Christian- 
ity, I  will  say  to  them,  been  a  fortunate  event  for  humanity  f 
No  one  doubts  it.  Now  what  has  Christianity  done  ?  A  thing 
which  is  at  once  very  grand  and  very  simple ;  for  certain  ideas 
about  Ood,  about  the  soul,  about  its  destiny,  it  has  substituted 
other  ideas.  In  other  terms,  for  a  certain  metaphysics  it  has 
substituted  another  metaphysics.  What  matters  here  the  form 
of  the  ideas?  It  is  the  ideas  themselves  that  are  in  question. 
Well,  the  ideas  of  Christianity  about  the  incarnation  and  the 
redemption  are  metaphysical  ideas  and  it  is  these  glorious  ideas 
which  have  saved  the  world  and  formed  modern  society. 

From  the  revolution,  which  is  called  Christianity,  I  pass  to 
a  very  different  revolution,  that  which  changed  the  face  of 
Europe  fifty  years  ago.  Is  it  imagined  that  metaphysics  had 
no  part  in  it  ?  It  will  doubtless  be  said  that  the  century  which 
saw  the  French  revolution  was  a  century  of  reaction  against 
metaphysics.  I  am.  the  first  to  acknowledge  it ;  but  let  us 
understand  each  other.  Without  doubt  there  is  much  skepti- 
cism in  the  eighteenth  century ;  but  I  find  it  on  the  surface 
rather  than  below.  Metaphysics  appears  there  much  decried ; 
in  reality  no  century  has  had  more  faith  in  ideas.  It  is  not  so 
much  against  metaphysics  in  itself  that  the  eighteenth  century 
declared  war  as  against  a  certain  metaphysics.  And  what  one  ? 
That  one  which  appeared  to  it  to  be  a  support  of  the  hostile 
powers,  and  an  obstacle  to  the  triumph  of  the  new  ideas,  the 
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spiritualistic  metaphysics.  It  is  not  so  easy  then  to  dispense 
with  metaphysics ;  whether  our  object  be  to  organize  or  to 
destroy,  we  must  address  ourselves  to  her.  It  is  she  who  under 
one  form  or  another  is  guiding  the  world,  and  the  human  mind 
cannot  be  more  gratuitously  or  more  mortally  outraged,  than 
by  the  assertion  that  she  is  doomed  to  endless  agitations. 

The  positive  philosophy  is  the  heir  at  once  of  the  prejudices 
of  the  eighteenth  century  against  certain  systems,  and  of  its 
secret  and  passionate  love  of  other  systems  which  are  well 
known.  If  we  trust  to  appearances  only,  MM.  Comte  and 
Littr6  seem  perfectly  neutral  among  the  different  systems. 
How  should  they  choose  spiritualism  in  preference  to  material- 
ism or  theism  rather  than  its  opposite  These  systems  are  con- 
trary solutions  of  an  insoluble  problem.  Matter,  mind,  soul,  God, 
— pure  phantoms  of  the  imagination,  which  makes  or  unmakes 
its  spider's  webs,  beyond  the  sphere  of  reason !  Between 
Plato  and  Epicurus,  between  Descartes  and  Gassendi,  one  may 
remain  undecided  as  between  two  works  of  fiction,  as  between 
two  styles  of  music.  Such  an  indifference  is  very  proud  and 
very  disdainful ;  its  votaries  should  at  least  remain  faithful 
to  it.  But  I  maintain  that  MM.  Comte  and  Littr^  are  far 
from  indifferent  among  the  systems ;  assuredly  not  that  I  doubt 
the  perfect  sincerity  of  their  declarations ;  but  they  have  un- 
consciously adopted  a  metaphysics,  and  I  cannot  conscientious- 
ly congratulate  them  on  their  choice.  Wishing  to  continue 
the  tradition  of  the  middle  ages,  they  might  have  revived  the 
spiritualism  of  Turgot  and  of  Kousseau,  or  else  the  moderate 
sensualism  of  Voltaire ;  but  no,  they  have  gone  far  back  of 
that ;  they  have  descended  even  to  the  metaphysics  of  Holbach 
and  of  La  Mettrie. 

Sensible  phenomena,  and  beyond  them  the  vague  euspicion 
of  a  unique  cause  of  these  phenomena,  a  cause  blind,  indeter- 
minate, producing  everything  by  necessary  laws ;  such  is  in 
substance  the  metaphysics  of  the  Systeme  de  la  Nature.  It  is 
precisely  that  of  the  positive  philosophy. 

The  positive  philosophy  admits  no  facts  but  those  which  are 
appreciable  by  the  senses ;  it  recognizes  that  these  facts  have 
laws,  but  necessary  laws;  it  adds  that  these  laws  are  very 
simple,  but  this  is  not  by  any  means  the  same  thing  as  saying 
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that  there  is  in  nature  a  plan  conceived  with  intelligence.  No, 
these  laws  are  simple  because  they  result  immediately  from 
the  properties  of  matter.  Now,  is  this  matter,  the  blind  cause 
of  necessary  facts,  simple  or  manifold?  This  is  a  question  in 
regard  to  which,  it  is  true,  the  positive  philosophy  does  not 
pronounce  clearly ;  but  Holbacli  and  his  friends  pronounced 
no  more  clearly,  and  provided  the  soul  and  God  were  once  sup- 
pressed, they  were  accommodating  in  regard  to  everything  else. 
I  regret  to  insist  still,  and  yet  we  must  follow  the  positive 
philosophy  to  the  end  and  sound  it  to  the  bottom.  Between 
the  hypothesis  of  a  divine  intelligence  and  that  of  a  blind 
and  fatal  cause,  or  of  an  infinity  of  such  causes,  do  MM. 
Comte  and  Littr6  hold  the  balance  even?  They  ought  to  do 
so  according  to  their  system,  and  one  could  wish  for  their 
sake  that  they  did  so ;  but  they  do  not.  It  is  impossible,  with- 
out a  profound  sadness,  to  see  these  enlightened  and  sincere 
minds  display  a  sort  of  rage  against  the  idea  of  the  divine 
providence.  In  presence  of  the  evils  which  are  heaped  upon 
man,  and  of  the  astonishing  contradictions  which  are  found  in 
nature,  I  understand  and  I  deplore  the  anguish  of  a  troubled 
spirit ;  I  can  explain  to  myself  the  doubts  which  assail  the 
naturalist  and  the  philosopher.  But  this  ardent  and  obstinate 
negation,  this  desolating  dogmatism,  excite  in  me  a  melancholy 
astonishment  and  a  sadness  without  sympathy.  Those  heavens, 
that  hannonions  universe  which  filled  the  souls  of  Kepler,  of 
Newton  and  of  Linnseus  with  a  religious  enthusiasm,  seem  to 
MM.  Comte  and  Littr6  badly  made ;  they  forget  themselves 
even  so  far  as  to  say,  in  distinct  terms,  that  this  world  only 
shows  a  degree  of  wisdom  inferior  to  that  which  man  possesses, 
and  that  it  is  easy,  in  the  detail  as  well  as  in  general,  to 
imagine  something  much  better.  Is  it  possible  that  the  nature 
of  things  has  been  so  unskillful  and  so  inconsistent?  Is  it 
possible  that  it  has  been  able  to  people  space  with  infinite 
worlds,  to  cause  torrents  of  life  to  circulate  in  the  breasts  of  all 
beings,  and  yet  that  it  has  not  been  able  to  give  them  laws  so 
reasonable  that  one  of  its  innumerable  creatures  can  approve  of 
them?  Is  it  possible  that  it  has  been  able  to  produce  the  intel- 
ligence of  these  two  philosophers,  who  are  so  dissatisfied  with 
it,  and  has  not  been  able  to  equal  that  intelligence  in   its 
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combinations  ?  Can  it  be  that  that  which  MM.  Comte  and 
Littr6  imagine  in  their  closets,  that  is  to  say,  according  to  their 
systems,  that  which  germinates  in  the  brains  of  these  two  feeble 
organic  machines,  destined  to  endure  but  a  day,  is  more  rea- 
sonable, more  beautiful,  more  harmonious  than  the  system  of 
existences  which  nature  realizes  in  its  eternal  evolution  in  im- 
mensity ?  Really,  what  has  become  of  the  logic,  the  intelli- 
gence, the  good  sense  of  the  advocates  of  the  positive 
philosophy  % 

But  there  is  one  more  feature  which  surpasses  the  rest.  U. 
Comte  exclaims  somewhere,  "  It  used  to  be  said,  Caili  enar- 
rant  gloriam  Dei  ;  to-day  the  heavens  declare  only  the  glory 
of  Newton  and  Laplace."  This  enthusiasm  in  atheism— let  us 
speak  plainly — this  fanaticism  in  absurdity  does  not  belong  to 
our  times.  For  myself,  in  reading  this  astonishing  passage,! 
seemed  to  grow  at  least  sixty  years  older ;  I  fancied  that  I  was 
carried  back  to  the  eighteenth  century,  and  that  I  was  listen- 
ing at  the  court  of  Frederic  to  some  outburst  from  the  JSJng's 
Atheist^  or  to  one  of  those  sallies  with  which  Diderot,  at  the 
end  of  a  banquet,  amused  the  guests  at  the  house  of  Holbach. 

After  all,  I  ask  nothing  better  than  to  take  as  serious  this 
perfect  indifference,  which  the  positive  philosophy  professes  to 
entertain  among  all  the  systems ;  but  I  question  whether  this 
position,  more  in  conformity  with  its  general  declarations,  is 
more  tenable  than  the  foregoing.  You  propose  to  me  to  aban- 
don, once  for  all,  metaphysical  questions,  and  you  offer  me  in 
exchange  the  visible  world,  to  know  and  to  conquer  it ;  but 
what  is  it  to  abandon  metaphysics  ?  It  is  to  abandon  problem? 
such  as  these :  Does  there  exist  above  this  imperfect  jiistic^e 
of  men  an  eternal  justice  to  which  one  may  appeal  from  their 
iniquitous  decisions  ?  Above  our  wisdom,  always  mixed  with 
folly,  and  our  virtues  full  of  weakness,  is  there  not  an  infallible 
wisdom,  an  unmixed  goodness,  a  purity  without  spot  or  blem- 
ish ;  the  absolute  type  of  personality,  the  ideal  which  ravishes, 
sustains,  excites  my  personality,  always  miserable  and  always 
fainting  ?  Is  there  in  me  a  principle  superior  to  death,  or  am 
I  a  being,  like  so  many  others,  destined  to  fill  up  in  my  turn 
that  chasm  which  devours  life ;  a  feeble  machine,  the  most 
complicated,  but  also  the  most  delicate  and  the  most  exposed 
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of  all  machines,  which  feels  more  keenly,  only  to  suffer  more, 
which  thinks,  only  to  know  its  own  misery,  and  which  has  no- 
thing better  to  do  in  its  short  passage  here  below  than  to  curse 
its  being  and  that  useless  ray  of  intelligence  which  fatality  has 
placed  within  it. 

These  are  the  problems  which  the  positive  philosophy  invites 
ns  to  suppress ;  it  only  remains  for  it  to  show  us  how  to  do  so. 
I  am  a  man,  and  y«u  propose  to  me  to  suppress  the  problem 
of  the  human  being  I  I  have  a  thirst  for  immortality,  and  you 
take  away  from  me  the  hope  of  it !  You  invite  me  to  study, 
to  love  nature ;  but  what  is  nature  worth  to  me  if  God  is  not 
in  it?  This  curiosity  without  an  object,  this  labor  without  an 
incentive,  this  life  without  poetry  and  without  dignity,  have  no 
further  interest  for  me.  Give  me,  bej'ond  my  mortal  des- 
tiny, the  feeblest  ray  of  a  future,  and  on  this  earth,  of  which 
yon  offer  me  the  pleasures,  I  will  willingly  yield  you  my  share. 

The  philosophers  to  whom  I  address  myself  are  not  among 
those  optimists  of  materialism  who  conceive  of  no  other  hap- 
piness than  that  which  the  earth  can  give ;  they  are  elevated 
minds  which  have  known  the  burden  of  life,  and  it  is  easy  to 
see  even  that  they  have  cast  more  than  one  dark  glance  upon 
the  condition  of  humanity.  What  remedy  do  they  propose  to 
as  ?  Kesiguation.  Itesignation  in  fatalism,  resignation  with- 
out God  and  without  a  future — I  say  that  it  is  impossible.  I 
say  that  it  is  madness.  The  author  of  Faust  also  invites  us  to 
be  resigned  in  the  name  of  absolute  fatality.  "  Most  men,"  he 
says,  with  his  disdainful  and  bitter  serenity,  '*  wait  from  day  to 
day,  before  resigning  themselves,  till  the  hopes  of  yesterday 
shall  have  vanished.  They  put  their  resignation  in  small  coin. 
The  true  philosopher  resigns  himself  once  for  all."  Vain  and 
cruel  words  1  Ahl  no  doubt,  when  one  is  endowed  with 
genius  and  power,  when  one  fills  Europe  with  his  fame,  when 
honors,  homage,  wealth,  consideration,  all  the  gifts  of  nature 
and  of  society  are  heaped  upon  him,  especially  when  to  an  im- 
mense intellect  one  unites  a  cold  and  selfish  heart,  it  is  easy 
then  to  be  resigned  ;  but  to  invite  to  that  fantastic  resignation 
the  poor  miner  buried  under  ground,  the  peasant  bent  over  the 
furrow,  the  innocent  victim  of  injured  society,  the  unrecognized 
man  of  genius,  the  old  man  who  finds  at  the  end  of  a  well- 
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filled  career  only  misery  and  hunger, — ^is  it  not  an  impiouB 
mockery  ?  And  not  to  speak  of  these  extreme  misfortunes,  does 
not  each  one  of  us,  however  favored  lie  may  be  by  nature  or  by 
birth,  feel,  if  he  has  a  man's  heart,  all  the  woes  that  belong  to 
humanity  ?  Is  he  not  poor,  an  orphan,  persecuted  in  the  person 
of  all  those  whom  the  world  persecutes,  whom  it  abandons  and 
who  suffer  ?  Though  you  be  even  the  most  selfish  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  favored  of  men,  you  are  still  a  man,  that  is,  an 
animal  more  unhappy  than  the  others,  if  he  must  die  utterly, 
for  he  is  the  only  one  that  thinks  of  death. 

It  is,  you  say,  the  nature  of  things.  I  answer  that  you  make 
the  nature  of  things  absurd.  You  make  it  construct  a  think- 
ng  being,  who  of  necessity  proposes  to  himself  a  problem  and 
who  is  absolutely  unable  to  solve  it,  a  being  whose  organiza- 
tion obliges  him  constantly  to  seek  that  which  it  forbids  him 
ever  to  find.  What  then  is  man  ?  Pascal  will  say,  a  chaos,  a 
chimera,  an  incomprehensible  monster.  But  when  you  have 
reached  this  point,  one  of  two  things  is  necessary ;  either  to 
succumb  or  go  a  step  further.  And  to  take  this  step,  as  Pas- 
cal did, — is  it  not  to  succumb  after  all  ? 

Certainly  this  sad  result  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  partisans  of  the  positive  philosophy.  The 
liberty  of  thought  has  no  more  fervent  champions.  Well,  they 
must  be  clearly  told  that  the  greatest  services  which  can  be  ren- 
dered to  the  enemies  of  that  reason,  which  is  so  often  denounced 
and  whose  sacred  rights  are  to-day  in  peril,  is  to  persuade  men 
that  the  great  problems,  of  which  the  progressive  solution  con- 
stitutes the  honor  of  reason  and  the  dignity  of  philosophy,  are 
for  our  intelligence  impenetrable  enigmas. 

I  think,  then,  that  I  have  the  right  to  say  to  the  friends  of 
the  positive  philosophy :  There  is  a  radical  contradiction  at  the 
bottom  of  all  your  ideas  and  of  all  your  plans.  Ton  desire  to 
liberate  the  human  mind  and  yon  are  forging  chains  tor  it ; 
you  desire  to  divide  its  labor  and  you  destroy  its  harmony; 
you  desire  to  organize  the  sciences  and  you  break  up  their  unity. 
After  having  proclaimed  an  inviolable  and  almost  snperstitious 
respect  for  facts,  you  begin  by  denying  all  those  which  are 
troublesome,  that  is  to  say,  by  cutting  in  two  the  domain 
of  thought  and  by  suppressing  the  better  part  of  it.    Eednced 
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to  the  sciences  of  nature,  you  profess  to  give  us  a  philosophy 
of  them,  and  yet  you  deny  all  those  absolute  ideas,  which 
alone  could  furnish  them  with  a  solid  basis  and  with  fruitful 
directions.     Finally,  you  crown  all  these  negations  by  one  su- 
preme negation  which  leaves  all  nature  without  cause  and 
without  law,  the  human  mind  without  a  principle,  life  with- 
out an  object,  humanity  without  restraint,  without  ideal  and 
witliout  hope.    And  you  decorate  this  with  the  fine  name  of 
positive  philosophy  and   think  you   are  opening  to  human 
thought  a  new  era  of  emancipation  and  of  progress.     No,  your 
philosophy  is  not  new.     We  have  known  it  for  two  thousand 
years ;  it  was  once  called  epicureanism  and  marked  in  Greece 
the  decline  of  ideas.   At  a  more  recent  and  glorious  epoch  it  has 
been  a  useful  means  of  attack,  a  powerful  engine  of  war  against 
institutions  cx>ndemned  to  perish.     But  the  nineteenth  century 
has  something  better  to  do  than  to  blow  up  the  dead  embers  of 
the  past.     It  should  show  the  world  that  metaphysics  is  not 
simply  a  redoubtable  force,  skillful  in  piling  up  negations  and 
ruins,  but  also  a  beneficent  power,  capable  of  replacing  all 
that  it  has  destroyed,  and  which,  after  having  beaten  down  the 
crumbling  portions  of  the  edifice,  will  be  able  to  construct 
another  more  firm  and  vast  for  the  generations  of  the  future. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


468  The  Auguatinian  and  the  Federal  [J^'y> 


Abticle  it.— the   AUGUSTINIAN  AND  THE   FEDERAL 
THEORIES  OF  ORIGINAL  SIN  COMPARED  * 

The  one  word  which  expreBses  both  the  nature  and  the  end 
or  aim  of  Christianity,  is  Redemption.  The  correlate  of  Re- 
demption id  Sin.  Parallel,  therefore,  in  importance  with  the 
doctrine  of  Redemption  in  the  Christian  system  is  the  doctrine 
of  Sin.  The  two  doctrines,  like  the  facts  which  they  repre- 
sent, are  matnally  inseparable.  If  it  be  true  jnst  now  that  the 
Person  and  Work  of  the  Redeemer  engross  attention,  to  the 
comparative  exclusion  of  other  topics  of  theology,  it  is  equally 
true  that  no  adeqnate  discussion,  and  much  more  no  adequate 
solution,  of  the  questions  belonging  to  this  theme,  are  practi- 
cable, apart  from  right  views  of  sin.  The  disease  must  be 
known  and  admitted  before  you  can  comprehend  the  remedy. 
'*  They  that  are  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are 
sick."  The  Gospel  is  unintelligible  or  is  a  folly  to  him  who  is 
'  blind  to  the  vast-disorder  which  the  Gospel  comes  to  rectify. 
Either  as  a  theoretical  or  as  a  practical  system,  he  can  make 
nothing  of  it. 

*  In  our  Article  on  Dr.  Taylor's  Theology,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Stv 
Englander^  we  several  times  referred  to  the  work  entitled  Outlines  of  Theology, 
as  representing  the  views  of  Dr  Hodge  of  Princeton.  We  were  aware  that  the 
name  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodj^e  was  on  the  title-page,  but  from  our  recollection  of  the 
preface,  we  supposed  that  his  labors  in  connection  with  the  book  were  those  of 
an  Editor.  This,  if  we  mistake  not,  is  a  general  impression.  On  reverting  to  the 
preface,  we  find  it  stated  that  the  list  of  questions,  two  or  three  chapters  except 
ed,  is  from  the  senior  Dr.  Hodge's  Lectures,  as  given  to  the  "classes  of  forty- 
five  and  six."  "  In  frequent  instances"  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge  " has  drawn  largely* 
from  his  father's  published  articles.  Two  chapters  are  *' little  more"  than 
an  abridgment  of  his  father's  later  lectures.  The  materials  gathered  by  Dr. 
A.  A.  Hodge  which  form  "  a  large  element  in  this  book  ^  were  written  down 
"after  frequent  oral  communication **  with  his  father,  *Mx)th  in  public  and 
private."  We  make  this  explanation  in  order  to  remove  the  impression  that  we 
were  not  aware  that  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge  was  concerned  in  the  preparation  of  the 
work.  Certainly  we  were  justified  in  considering  it  an  authentic  expodtion  of 
the  elder  Professor's  system. 

We  take  occasion  to  explain  a  single  sentence  in  the  Article  referred  to.    On 
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We  deem  it  to  be  of  the  highest  coDseqnencc  to  distinguish, 
so  to  speak,  great  doctrinal  facts  from  philosophical  theories 
attached  to  them.  The  truths  of  Christianity  involve  and 
snggest  problems,  which,  in  some  cases,  the  Scriptures  do  not 
profess  to  explain.  Explanations  of  human  invention  maj  be 
of  more  or  less  value ;  but  it  is  hurtful  not  only  to  theology  as 
a  science,  but  also  to  the  cause  of  practical  religion,  when  these 
explanations  are  elevated  to  the  rank  of  dogmas,  and  the  incul- 
cation of  them  is  made  part  and  parcel  of  the  teaching  of  the 
Gospel. 

It  IB  partly  this  conviction  which  has  led  us  to  undertake 
the  present  discussion.  We  believe  that  a  great,  unquestiona- 
ble, universal  fact,  like  that  of  sin,  deserves  to  be  admitted  in 
fnll  earnest  by  everybody.  At  the  same  time,  we  believe  that 
there  are  theories  of  human  device,  which  have  been  invented 
to  clear  np  difficulties,  but  which,  in  truth,  create  vastly  more 


page  818,  we  eay  of  Dr.  Taylor : — ^'  He  did  not  say  that  it  may  be  tbat  God  can« 
not  exclude  sin  from  every  moral  system,  bat  only  from  the  best/'  dice.  A  more 
aoearate  statement  would  be  that  he  did  not  deem  it  absolutely  n9enti€U  to  say 
that  God  oannot,  &c.  Tbat  is,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  this,  In  order  to  silence 
the  skeptic  We  remark  (p.  828  of  the  Review)  that  Dr.  Taylor  held  that  it  can- 
not  be  proved  a  priori  tbat  God  can  prevent  sin  in  any  moral  system.  Of  course 
he  must  have  held  that  it  may  be  tbat  God  cannot  do  this.  And  this  proposition 
he  does  maintain  in  his  volumes  on  Moral  Govkkkment  (I.  308  seq.,  11.  441  seq.) 

There  has  been  a  general  impression  that  he  held  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
the  opinion  that  God  can  exclude  sin  from  any  moral  system.  But  be  distinctly 
stated  to  us,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  that  this  impression  is  erroneous,  and  that  his 
meaning  was  as  we  have  given  it  on  p.  828.  On  a  close  examination  of  the 
passages  referred  to  in  the  published  Lectures,  it  will  be  seen  tbat  he  says  nothing 
inconststeot  with  this.  He  maintains  that  it  cannot  be  demonstrated  that  Gud 
can  exdnde  sin  from  a  moral  system,  frotn  the  nature  of  agency ;  nor  can  it  be 
proved  (that  is,  demonstrated)  from  facts, — since  wherever  sin  is  actually  pre- 
vented, its  prevention  may  he  due  to  the  system  with  which  all  the  sin  that  does 
exist  is  certainly  connected. 

Thisinaocaraey,  which  we  notice  in  looking  over  our  Article,  is  immaterial, 
as  far  as  the  distinctive  principles  of  Dr.  Taylor  are  concerned.  The  possible 
incompatibility  of  the  prevention  of  sin  by  the  divine  power,  with  the  best 
system,  is  the  doctrine  on  ^hlch  he  finally  rested  his  refutation  of  the  skeptical 
objection  to  the  benevolence  of  God.  That  is  to  say,  he  usually  discussed  the 
question  with  reference  to  the  actual  state  of  things — the  existing  system.  At 
the  same  time  be  contended  that  there  can  be  no  demonstrative  proof  that  a  moral 
U;ing  who  can  sin,  will  not  sin,  and  hence  no  complete,  decisive  proof,  that  sin 
can  be  kept  out  of  any  moral  system  by  the  act  of  God. 
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embarrassment  than  they  remove.  We  do  not  here  assert  this 
equally  of  aU  the  theories  which  theology  has  broached  con- 
cerning this  great  matter.  The  limits  and  applications  of  our 
remark,  the  progress  of  the  discussion — especially  if  we  should 
pursue  it  beyond  the  present  essay — will  make  cleir. 

There  are  three  theories  respecting  original  sin  which  we 
shall  have  occasion  specially  to  consider  in  this  Article.  The 
first  is  the  Augnstinian  ;  the  second  may  be  called  the  Augus- 
tino-federal  or  the  Semi-federal ;  and  the  third  the  Federal 
theory. 

The  fundamental  idea  of  the  Augnstinian  theory  is  that  of 
a  participation  on  the  part  of  the  descendants  of  Adam  in  lus 
first  sin ;  in  consequence  of  which  they  are  born  both  guilty 
and  morally  depraved.  The  fundamental  idea  of  the  Federal 
theory  is  that  of  a  vicarious  representation  on  the  part  of 
Adam,  in  virtue  of  a  covenant  between  God  and  him,  whereby 
the  legal  responsibility  for  his  first  sinful  act  is  entailed  upon 
all  his  descendants  ;  participation  being  excluded,  but  the  pro- 
priety of  his  appointment  to  this  vicarious  office  being  founded 
on  our  relation  to  him  as  the  common  father  of  men.  The 
Augustino-federal  or  Semi-federal  theory  is  a  combination  of 
the  two,  the  covenant  relation  of  Adam  being  prominent,  but 
participation  being  also,  with  more  or  less  emphasis,  asserted. 

Besides  these  theories,  some  have  held  to  hereditary  sin, 
but  rejected  both  participation  and  the  covenant.  Others 
have  embraced  the  doctrine  of  an  individual  preexistence  and 
fall, — a  preexistence  either  transcendental  and  timeless,  or 
in  time.  Others  still  have  denied  the  existence  of  native 
sin,  or  of  any  sin  prior  to  a  personal  act  of  choice  in  the  pres- 
ent life.  Spinoza  and  all  other  Pantheists  deny  of  course  the 
essential  antagonism  of  moral  good  and  moral  evil,  so  that  to 
them  the  problem  loses  its  proper  significance.  But  these  last 
theories  of  Christian  theology,  as  well  as  this  anti-christian, 
necessitarian  hypothesis,  we  have  no  particular  occasion  to  dis- 
cuss in  this  place. 

The  Federal  doctrine  is  the  offspring  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  In  fact  it  may  almost  be  said  of  it,  in  the  form  i» 
which  it  is  now  held,  that  it  is  the  offspring  of  the  eighteenth 
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century ;  since  in  the  preceding  age  the  great  majority  of  the 
theologians  who  adopted  the  theory  of  a  covenant  coupled 
with  it  the  Augastinian  principle.  That  is  to  say,  they  maintain- 
ed the  Augnstino-federal  or  Semi-federal  doctrine,  as  above 
defined. 

The  Federal  theory  has  of  late  been  defended  chiefly  by 
Scottish  theologians  and  by  the  Princeton  school  in  this 
country.  It  supposes  a  contract  or  covenant  of  the  Creator 
with  the  first  man,  to  the  effect  that  he  should  stand  a  moral 
probation  on  behalf  of  mankind,  so  that  his  act,  whetlier  sin- 
ful or  holy,  should  be  judicially  imputed  to  them,  or  accounted 
theirs  in  law ;  and  the  legal  penalty,  in  case  he  sinned,  be  duly 
inflicted  on  them  as  well  as  on  him.  Adam^s  relation  to  us  in 
this  matter  is  compared  to  that  of  a  guardian  to  his  wards,  an 
envoy  plenipotentiary  to  his  sovereign,  or,  generally  speaking, 
of  an  agent  to  his  principal,  it  being  understood  that  the 
agent  keeps  within  the  legal  bounds  of  his  commission.  Adam 
sinned,  his  act  is  imputed  to  us,  and  the  penalty  is  inflicted. 
We  are  condemned  to  begin  our  existence  destitute  of  righteous- 
ness and  positively  sinful,  and  under  a  sentence  of  temporal 
and  eternal  death.    Notice  certain  particulars  of  this  theory : 

(i.)  In  distinction  from  ordinary  covenants,  in  the  covenant 
with  Adam  the  conditions  are  not  mutually  imposed,  but  it  is 
a  sovereign  constitution  imposed  by  the  Creator  upon  the 
creature.* 

(2.)  The  representative  element,  in  virtue  of  which  Adam 
stood  for  his  posterity,  depends  on  the  special  and  sovereign 
ordination  of  God.  in  distinction  from  the  principles  of  natural 
and  universal  justice.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  the  natural 
union  of  men  with  Adam,  but  the  "  federal  union  which  is  the 
legal  ground  of  the  imputation  of  his  sin  to  them.f"  Tlie 
kinship  of  Adam  and  his  descendants  is  a  reason  wh^^  he, 
and  not  another,  is  appointed  their  representative ;  but  the 
justice  of  imputation  depends  exclusively  upon  the  covenant 
or  the  federal  relation  in  which  he  is  placed. 

(3.)  Our  "  guilt"  for  Adam's  sin  is  simply  and  solely  a  legal 
responsibility.     As  we  had  no  real  agency  of  any  sort  in  com- 

*  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge,  OuiUn09  of  Tfieology,  f  -^Wc/,  pp.  228,  240. 
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mitting  that  ein,  there  is  no  ground  for  self-reproach  on  acooont 
of  it ;  we  are  not  called  upon  to  repent  of  it ;  nor  can  God, 
for  that  act  of  Adam,  look  upon  ns  with  moral  disapprobation. 
There  is  no  more  propriety  in  regarding  ourselves  with  moral 
displeasure  on  account  of  that  transgression,  than  there  would 
be  in  taking  credit  to  ourselves  for  the  righteousness  of  Christ. 
(4.)  It  is  said  that  our  inborn  moral  depravity  is  the  penalty 
of  that  imputed  sin,  and  eternal  death  the  penalty  of  this  in- 
born depravity.  But  it  is  also  said  that  for  imputed  sin  alone, 
apart  from  this  inherent  depravity,  which  is  its  penalty,  eternal 
death  would  not  be  inflicted. 

Augustine's  theory  rests  on  the  idea  that  human  nature  as  a 
whole  was  deposited  in  the  first  man.    This  nature,  as  it  came 
from  the  hands  of  Ood,  was  pure.     The  long  battle  which 
Augustine  fought  with  Manichaean  philosophy,  both  in  his 
own  personal  experience  and  after  his  conversion,  made  him 
sedulous  to  avoid  their  peculiar  tenet.     But  human  nature, 
existing  in  its  totality  in  Adam,  was  corrupted  in  the  first  act 
of  transgression,  and  as  such  is  transmitted  to  his  descendants. 
The  instrument  of  this   transmission  is  the  sexual   appetite. 
This  appetite  is  itself  the  fruit  of  the  first  sin,  as  well  as  the 
means  whereby  the  sinful  nature  is  communicated  from  father 
to  son.    The  race  was  embodied  in  its  first  representative,  and 
the  qualities  which  it  acquired  in  his  act,  which  was  both 
generic  and  individual,  appear,  when   the  race  is  unfolded  or 
developed,  as  the  personal  possession  of  each  individual  at 
birth.     As  a  personal  act,  the  first  sin  was  not  our  act  but  the 
act  of  another ;  yet  it  was  truly  the  common  act  of  mankind 
in  their  collective  or  undistributed  form  of  existence.    For  the 
consequences  of  this  act  all  are  therefore  responsible ;  and  as 
soon  as  they  exist  as  individuals,  they  exhibit  in  themselves 
the  same  corruption  of  nature, — the  same  inordinate  appetites 
(concupiscence),  and  slavery  of  the  will  to  sin, — which  resulted 
to  Adam.     *•  This  theory,"  says  Neander,*  "  would  easily  blend 
with  Augustine's  speculative  form  of  thought,  as  he  had  ap- 
propriated to  himself  the  Platonico- Aristotelian  Bealism  in  the 
doctrine  of  general   conceptions,   and  conceived  of  general 

*  Chuteh  HUtory,  IL  609. 
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conceptions  as  the  original  types  of  the  kind  realized  in  in- 
dividual things."  Into  this  particular  topic  connected  with 
Angostine's  philosophy,  we  do  not  care  to  enter  here.  It  is  a 
fact  that  Realism  either  in  the  extreme  Platonic  form  or  in  the 
more  moderate  Aristotelian  type,  prevailed  from  Angnstine 
down  through  the  middle  ages,  being  embraced  by  the  ortho- 
dox schoolmen,  and  ruling  both  the  great  schools  during  the 
productive,  golden  era  of  scholastic  theology.  That  the  realis- 
tic mode  of  thought  extensively  influenced  Protestant  theology 
at  the  Keformation  and  afterwards,  admits  of  no  question.  But 
since  it  is  far  from  being  true  that  all  Augustinians  have  been 
avowed,  much  less,  self-consistent,  Realists,  it  is  better  when  we 
speak  of  them  as  a  class,  to  say  that  they  are  swayed  by  a 
realistic  mode  of  thought  than  that  they  are  the  advocates  of 
an  explicit  Realism.  It  should  be  added  that  Realism,  as  far 
as  it  affected  Augustine,  was  rather  a  prop  than  a  source  of 
his  doctrine.  The  fact  of  innate  sin  was  so  deeply  lodged  in 
his  convictions  that  he  was  ready  to  welcome  any  plausible 
support  or  defense  of  it  that  lay  within  his  reach. 

There  is  no  need  of  citing  from  Augustine  passages  in  which 
his  doctrine  of  a  generic  sin  in  Adam  is  set  forth.  They  are 
familiar  to  scholars.  Indeed,  after  he  became  established  in 
this  opinion,  and  through  all  of  his  numerous  treatises  relatincr 
to  the  Pelagian  controversy,  there  is  a  great  uniformity  in  his 
expressions  on  this  subject.  The  same  set  of  propositions  and 
arguments  appears  and  reappears.  In  that  great  sin  of  tlie 
first  man,  our  nature  was  deteriorated,  and  not  only  became 
sinful,  but  generates  sinners.*  We  were  all  in  Adam  and 
sinned  when  he  sinned.  In  his  interpretation  of  Romans  v, 
12,  he  first  sets  aside  the  supposition  that  the  in  quo  of  the 
Vulgate  refers  to  "  sin  "  or  to  "  death,"  and  infers  tluit  it  must 
refer  to  Adam  himself.  '*  Nothing  remains,"  he  says,  "  but  to 
conclude  that  in  that  first  man  all  are  understood  to  have 
sinned,  because  all  were  in  him  when  he  sinned ;  whereby  sin 
18  brought  in  with  birth  and  not  removed  save  by  the  new 
birth."    He  then  quotes  approvingly  the  sentence  ascribed  to 

•  De  Nupt.  et  Goncup.  IL  zxziT. 
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Hilary,  the  Koman  Deacon :  ^'  it  is  manifest  that  in  Adam  all 
sinned  so  to  speak,  en  masse.^^*  By  that  sin  we  became  a 
corrupt  mass — masea  perditionis. 

So  important  was  this  hypothesis  in  his  view,  that  his  de- 
fense of  the  doctrine  of  Original  Sin  turned  upon  it.  Without 
it,  he  know  of  no  refuge  against  the  sharp  and  merciless  logic 
of  his  adversaries.  Felagius  himself  was  a  man  of  no  mean 
ability  ;  but  in  Julian  of  Eclanum,  Augustine  found  his  full 
match  in  dialectic  ability.  Julian  was  an  acute  and  vigorous, 
as  well  as  an  honest  and  fearless  antagonist.  He  seized  on  the 
vulnerable  points  in  Augustine's  theory,  and  pursued  him  with 
questions  and  objections,  which  the  latter  was  utterly  unable 
to  parry  except  by  his  Realistic  hypothesis.  This  is  strikingly 
shown  in  the  Opue  Imperfectum  or  Rejoinder  to  the  Second 
Response  of  Julian.  The  Pelagian  makes  his  appeal  to  the 
sense  of  justice  which  God  has  implanted  in  every  human 
breast,  and  which  utters  a  firm  and  indignant  protest  against 
the  doctrine  that  we  are  blamed,  condemned,  and  punished  for 
what  we  could  not  have  prevented.  He  lays  hold  of  passages 
which  Augustine  had  written  in  favor  of  the  voluntariness  of 
sin,  whilst  he  was  bent  on  controverting  the  Manichseans.  To 
all  this  Augustine  could  only  reply  that  sin  began  in  an  act  of 
the  human  will — the  will  of  Adam ;  that  in  him  was  the  very 
nature  with  which  we  are  born ;  that  we  thus  participated  in 
that  act,  and  justly  partake  of  the  corruption  that  ensued  upon 
it.  He  constantly  falls  back,  first  on  the  authority  of  Paul,  in 
the  fifth  of  Romans,  and  hardly  less  often  on  the  authority  of 
Ambrose,  whose  assertion  of  our  community  of  being  with 
Adam  and  agency  in  his  transgression,  had  the  greatest  weight 
with  his  admiring  and  reverential  pupil. 

But  how  vital  the  hypothesis  of  sinning  in  Adam  was  in 
Augustine's  theology  is  perhaps  most  manifest  in  the  way  in 
which  he  treats  the  litigated  question  of  the  origin  of  souls. 
We  may  say  here  that  a  great  mistake  is  made  by  tliose  who 
imagine  that  creationists — that  is,  those  who  believe  that  each 
soul  is  separately  created — cannot  be  Realists.     Whether  they 


«  Cont.  daasEpp.  Pelag.  iv.  7.  Conf.  Op.  Imp.  II.  Ixiit.,  De  Pec.  Mer.  etRemi&t 
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can  be  consistent  and  logical  Realists  may,  to  be  snre,  be 
doubted.  At  the  present  day  Tradacianism — ^the  theory  that 
souls  result  from  procreation — is  accepted  by  theologians  who 
believe,  with  Augustine,  that  we  sinned  in  Adam.  But  this  is 
very  far  from  being  the  uniform  fact  in  the  past  Even  An- 
selm,  like  the  Schoolmen  generally,  was  a  Creationist.  He,  with 
a  host  of  theologians  before  and  after  him,  held  firmly  to  onr 
real,  responsible  participation  in  Adam's  fall  and  to  the  corrup- 
tion of  our  nature  in  that  act,  and  yet  refused  to  count  himself 
among  the  Traducians.  Wc  must  take  history  as  it  is  and  not 
seek  to  read  into  it  our  reasonings  and  inferences.  If  we  do  not 
find  philosophers  self-consistent,  we  must  let  them  remain  self- 
inconsistent,  instead  of  altering  their  systems  to  suit  our  ideas 
of  logical  harmony. 

In  respect  to  the  question  of  the  origin  of  souls,  the  letter  of 
Augustine  to  Jerome  is  a  most  interesting  document,  and  one, 
the  importance  of  which,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  has  not 
been  duly  recognized.*  He  had  previously  expressed  himself 
as  doubtful  on  the  question,  though  obviously  leaning  towards 
the  Tradncian  side.f  But  the  fear  of  materialistic  notions,  en- 
hanced as  it  was  by  the  opposition  of  the  Church  to  the  re- 
fined materialism  of  Tertullian,  deterred  Augustine  then,  as 
always,  from  espousing  the  Traducian  theory.  This  fear,  it  may 
be  here  observed,  together  with  the  feeling  that  this  theory 
gives  too  much  agency  to  second  causes  in  the  production  of 
the  soul,  operated  in  subsequent  times  to  dissuade  theologians 
from  giving  sanction  to  the  same  hypothesis.  The  letter  to 
Jerome  is  a  candid  and  memorable  expression  of  the  difiicul- 
ties  in  which  the  writer  found  himself  involved  on  the  subject 
to  which  it  relates.  To  him  Augustine  resorts  for  light.  He 
begins  by  saying  that  he  has  prayed  and  still  prays  Ood  to 
grant  that  bis  application  may  be  successful.  The  question  of 
the  origin  of  souls  is  one  of  deep  concern  to  him.  Of  the 
soul's  immortality  he  has  no  doubt,  though  it  be  not  immortal 
as  if  it  were  a  part  of  God,  and  in  the  same  mode  in  which  He 
is  immortal.  Of  the  immateriality  of  the  soul,  he  is  equally 
certain  ;  and  his  arguments  to  show  the  absurdity  of  supposing 

*  EpistoL,  Classis  III.  clzy.  f  ^^  ^^^'  ^^  L^^*  ^  ^ 
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the  soul  to  occupy  space,  are  convincingly  stated.  He  is  ce^ 
tain,  moreover,  that  the  soul  is  fallen  into  sin  by  no  necessity, 
whether  imposed  by  its  own  nature  of  by  God.  Yet  the  soul 
is  sinful  and  without  baptism  will  perish.  How  can  this  be) 
He  entreats  Jerome  to  solve  the  problem.  *  "  Where  did  the 
soul  contract  the  guilt  by  which  it  is  brought  into  condemna- 
tion ?"  In  his  book  De  Libera  Arhitrioj  he  had  made  mention 
of  four  opinions  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  souls, — first,  that 
souls  are  propagated,  the  soul  of  Adam  alone  having  been 
created ;  secondly,  that  for  every  individual  a  new  soul  is 
created ;  thirdly,  that  the  soul  preexists  in  eacli  case,  and  is  sent 
by  God  into  the  body  at  birth;  fourthly,  that  the  soul  preexists, 
but  comes  into  the  body  of  its  own  will.  A  fifth  supposition  that 
the  soul  is  a  part  of  Deity,  he  had  not  had  occasion  to  consider. 
But  he  had  gained  no  satisfactor}*  answer  to  the  problem.  Beset 
by  inquirers,  he  had  been  unable  to  solve  their  queries.  Neither 
by  prayer,  reading,  reflection,  or  reasoning,  had  he  been  able  to 
find  his  way  out  of  his  perplexity.* 

'*  Teach  me,  therefore,  I  beg  yon,  what  I  should  teach,  what  I  should  hold ; 
and  tell  me,  if  it  be  true  that  souls  are  made  now  and  separately  with  eaeh 
separate  birth,  where  in  little  children  they  sin,  that  they  should  need  in  the 
sacrament  of  Christ  the  remission  of  sin  ;**  '*  or  if  they  do  not  sin,  with  what 
justice  they  are  so  bound  by  another's  sin,  when  they  are  inserted  in  the  mortali 
propagated  members,  that  damnation  follows  them,  unless  it  is  prevented  by  the 
Church  [through  baptism] ;  since  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  oatue  the  grace  of 
baptism  to  be  brought  to  them.  So  many  thousands  of  souls,  then,  which  depart 
from  their  bodies  without  having  received  Christian  baptism, — with  what  justice 
are  they  condemned,  in  case  they  are  newly  created,  with  no  preceding  sin,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  by  the  will  of  the  creator,  each  of  these  souls  was  nfiven  to  each 
new-bora  child,  for  animating  whom  he  created  and  gave  it,— by  the  wiU  of  the 
Creator,  who  knew  that  each  of  them,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  would  go  out 
of  the  body  without  Christian  baptism  ?  Since,  then,  we  can  neither  say  of  God 
that  he  compels  souls  to  become  sinful,  or  punishes  the  innocent,  and  since  like- 
wise it  is  not  rig  tto  assert  that  those  who  depart  from  the  body  without  the 
sacrament,  even  little  children,  escape  from  damnation ;  Iheutch  jfon  to  say  how 
this  opiniof^  it  defended  which  iummee  that  eouUcame  itUo  being^  not  all  from  th^ 
Qne  tout  of  the  first  nian^  but  for  every  man  a  eeparate  eoul,  like  that  one  for  Adam  f* 

Other  objections  to  creationism,  Augustine  feels  competent 
easily  to  meet ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the  penalties  inflicted  on 
little  children,  he  begs  Jerome  to  believe  that  he  is  in  a  strait 

*  IV. — "  et  ea  neque  orando,  neque  legeudo,  neque  cogitando  et  ratiocinaodo 
in  venire  potuimus." 
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and  knows  not  what  to  think  or  to  say.  '^Magnis,  mihi,  erede, 
coarctor  angnstiis,  nee  quid  reepondeam  prorsns  invenio." 
What  he  had  written  in  his  book  on  Free-Will  of  the  imagi- 
nary benefits  of  suffering  even  to  infants,  will  not  suffice  to  ex- 
plain even  the  snfferings  of  the  nnbaptized  in  this  life.  ^'I 
reqnire,  therefore,  the  ground  of  this  condemnation  of  little 
children,  hecanise^  in  case  eovls  are  separately  created^  I  do  not 
see  that  a/ny  of  them  sin  at  that  a^e^  nor  do  Ihdieve  that  any 
one  is  condemned  by  Chdy  whom  he  sees  to  have  no  sin.^^  He 
repeats  again  and  again  this  pressing  inquiry.  "  Something 
perfectly  strong  and  invincible  is  required,  which  will  not  force 
ns  to  believe  that  God  condemns  any  soul  without  any  fault" 
He  fervently  desires  fipom  Jerome  the  means  of  escaping  from 
this  great  perplexity  ;  ho  would  prefer  to  embrace  the  Creation- 
ist theory ;  but  on  this  theory,  he  sees  no  possible  mode  in 
which  native,  inherent  depravity  and  the  destruction  of  the 
unbaptized  can  be  held,  consistently  with  the  justice  of  God. 

Such  was  the  theology  of  Augustine.  No  one  can  be 
charged  with  sin  but  the  sinner.  He  knows  nothing  of  guilt 
without  fault.  If  there  is  no  real  participation  in  Adam's 
transgression  on  our  part,  he  can  see  no  justice  in  making  us 
partakers  of  its  penalty,  or  in  attributing  tp  us  a  sinful  nature 
from  birth.  "  Persona  corrumpit  natnram ;  natura  corrumpit 
personam."  So  the  doctrine  was  summarily  stated.  In  Adam 
human  nature,  by  his  act,  was  vitiated.  That  corrupted  na- 
ture is  transmitted,  through  physical  generation  to  his  de- 
scendants. They  acted  in  him — in  another — and  are,  there- 
fore, truly  counted  sinners,  being  sinfully  corrupt  from  the  be- 
ginning of  individual  life. 

This  became  the  orthodox  theology  of  the  Western  Church. 
Where  there  were  deviations  from  it  in  the  Catholic  Church,  in 
the  middle  ages  or  subsequently,  the  attempt  was  always  made 
to  cover  up  the  difference  and  to  maintain  a  seeming  conform- 
ity to  the  teaching  of  the  authoritative  Latin  Father.  As  Au- 
gustine, more  than  any  other  human  teacher,  inspired  the 
Eeformers,  so  his  doctrine  on  this  subject  was  generally  ac- 
cepted without  dispute.  The  pages  of  the  leading  Beformers 
swarm  with  citatioub  from  him  on  this  as  on  various  other 
topics.    Nor  is  this  agreement  with  Augustine  confined  to 
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them.  Through  the  seventeenth  century,  after  the  doctrine  of 
original  sin,  in  a  great  portion  of  the  Protestant  Church,  had 
taken  on  a  new  phase,  still  it  was  to  Augustine  that  all  ap- 
pealed. There  is  hardly  a  Oalvinistic  writer  of  distinction  in 
that  age  who  does  not  fall  back  on  his  characteristic  defini- 
tions, and  seek  by  means  of  them  to  fortify  the  doctrine  of  in- 
nate guilt  and  depravity.  Having  pointed  out  the  essential 
features  of  the  Augustinian  view,  we  might  spare  ourselves 
the  trouble  of  showing  in  detail,  by  historical  inquiry,  that 
every  theory  at  variance  with  it  is  modern  and  an  innovation. 
Who  does  not  know  that  the  old  Protestant,  as  well  as  the 
orthodox  Catholic  theology,  was  Augustinian  ?  But  as  our 
main  design  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  certain  departures  from 
this  ancient  and  long  prevailing  doctrine,  we  shall,  as  briefly 
as  possible,  follow  down  the  course  of  its  history. 

Anselm,  from  his  mingled  devoutness  and  intellectual  sub- 
tlety, not  less  than  from  his  chronological  position,  may  be 
called  the  father  of  the  Schoolmen.  As  a  theologian,  until  we 
come  to  the  Angelic  Doctor,  he  stands  without  a  rival.  In  his 
able  and  ingenious  treatise  on  original  sin,  which  forms  a  kind 
of  sequel  to  the  Cur  Deus  Hotno^  he  says,  in  agreement  with 
the  Augustinian  theory,  that  when  Adam  and  Eve  sinned 

"The  whole,  which  they  were,  was  debUitated  and  corrupted:"  not  only  tbe 
body,  but  through  the  body,  the  soul ;  and  "  because  the  whole  human  natnn 
was  in  theiUi  and  outside  of  them  there  was  nothing  of  it,  the  whole  was  weak- 
ened and  corrupted.  There  remained,  therefore,  in  that  nature  the  debt  of  com- 
plete justice^* — ^that  is  the  obligation  to  be  perfectly  righteous — "which  itre- 
ceiyed,  and  the  obligation  to  make  satisfaction,  because  it  forsook  this  justice, 
together  with  the  very  corruption  which  sin  induced.  Hence,  as  in  ease  it  hid 
not  sinned,  it  would  be  propagated  just  as  it  was  made  by  God ;  so,  after  sin,  it 
would  be  propagated  just  as  it  made  itself  by  sinning.'*  Thus  it  follows  'Uhat 
this  nature  is  bom  in  infants  with  the  obligation  upon  it  to  satisfy  for  the  first 
sin,  which  it  always  could  have  avoided,  and  with  the  obligation  upon  it  to  have 
original  righteousness,  which  it  always  was  able  to  preserve.  Nor  does  impotence 
excuse  it** — that  is,  this  nature — "  even  in  infants,  since  in  them  it  does  not  ren* 
der  what  it  owes,  and  inasmuch  as  it  made  itself  what  it  is,  by  forsaking  right. 
eousness  in  the  first  parents,  in  whom  it  was  as  a  whole — in  quibus  tota  erat— 
and  it  is  always  bound  to  have  power  which  it  received  to  the  end  that  it  might 
continually  preserve  its  righteousness."* 

♦  De  Concept  Virg.  et  Orig.  Pec.  ii. 
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That  Bin  pertains  exclusively  to  the  rational  will  is  a  propo- 
sition which  Ansel  ra  clearly  defines  and  maintains ;  and  on 
this  branch  of  the  subject  he  gives  to  the  Augustinian  theol- 
ogj  a  precision  which  it  had  not  previously  attained.  Augustine 
holds  that  native  concupiscence,  or  the  disorder  and  inordinate 
excitableness  of  the  lower  appetites,  is  sinful ;  but  he  also 
holds  it  to  be  voluntary,  in  the  large  sense  of  the  term. 
In  the  regenerate,  the  guilt  (reatus)  of  concupiscence  is  par- 
doned ;  but  the  principle  is  not  extirpated.  It  does  not  bring 
new  gnilt,  however,  upon  the  soul,  unless  its  impulses  are  com- 
plied with,  or  consented  to,  hy  the  will.  To  these  opinions  the 
strict  Angustinians  in  the  Catholic  Church  have  adhered  ;  but, 
laying  hold  of  that  distinction  between  concupiscence  and  the 
vol  notary  consent  to  it,  which  Augustine  assumes  in  respect  to 
the  baptized,  the  Semi-Pelagians,  as  they  have  been  generally 
styled  by  their  opponents,  have  affirmed  that  native  concupis- 
cence is  not  itself  sinful,  but  only  becomes  such  by  the  will's 
compliance  with  it.  At  the  first  view,  it  would  seem  as  if 
Anselm  adopted  this  theory,  and  so  far  deviated  from  Augus- 
tine. Ansel m  declares  that  as  sin  belongs  to  the  will,  and  to 
the  will  alone^  no  individual  is  a  sinner  until  he  is  possessed  of 
a  will,  and  with  it  inwardly  consents  to  the  evil  desire.  "  The 
appetites  themselves,"  he  says,  *'  are  neither  just  or  unjust  in 
thenoLselves  considered.  They  do  not  make  a  man  just  or  un- 
just, simply  because  he  feels  them  within  him  ;  but  jnst  or  un- 
just, only  as  he  consents  to  them  with  the  will,  when  he  ought 
not."  The  animals  have  these  appetites,  but  are  rendered 
neither  holy  or  unholy  on  account  of  them.  "  Wherefore  there 
is  no  injustice  (or  unrighteousness)  in  their  essence,  but  in  the 
rational  will  tbllowing  them."*  This  certainly  sounds  like 
"  new-school "  theology.  But  we  find  that  Anselm  holds  fully 
to  the  propagation  of  sin  through  seminal  or  spermatic  corrup- 
tion, after  the  manner  of  Augustine.  He  asserts,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  existence  of  a  properly  sinful  nature  which  is  trans- 
mitted from  generation  to  generation.  His  real  theory  would 
appear  to  be,  that  a  wrongly  determined  will,  or  a  will  already 
determined  to  evil,  is  a  part  of  our  inheritance.    But  he  sticks 

♦  Ibid.,  c  iv. 
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to  his  sharply  defined  proposition  that  sin  is  predicable  of  the 
will  alone ;  and  hence  he  denies  that  spermatic  corrnption  is 
sinfnl.  Sin  is  not  in  semine,  bnt  simply  the  necessity  that 
there  shall  be  sin  when  the  individual  comes  to  exist  and  to  be 
possessed  of  a  rational  soul.^  This  whole  theory  tarns  upon 
the  distinction  of  nature  and  person.  The  descendants  ol 
Adam  were  not  in  him  as  individuals ;  yet  what  he  did  86  a 
person  he  did  not  do  sine  natura  /  and  this  nature  is  ours  as 
well  as  his.t  Thus,  no  man  is  condemned  except  for  his  owii 
sin.  "  Therefore,  when  the  infant  is  condemned  for  original 
sin,  he  is  condemned  not  for  the  sin  of  Adam,  but  for  his  own. 
For  if  he  had  not  sin  of  his  own,  he  would  not  be  condemned." 
This  sin  originated  in  Adam,  ^'  but  this  ground  which  lay  in 
Adam,  why  infants  are  born  sinners,  is  not  in  other  parents, 
since  in  them  human  natiire  has  not  the  power,  that  righteous 
children  should  be  propagated  from  it4  This  matter  was  de- 
cided and  irreversibly  so  far  as  more  immediate  parents  are 
concerned,  in  Adam.  It  is  Anselm's  opinion,  we  may  add, 
that  original  sin  in  infants  is  less  guilty  than  if  they  had;^^ 
aonally  committed  the  first  sin,  as  Adam  did.  Tlie  quantity 
of  guilt  in  them  is  less.  In  this  he  does  not  diflfer  from  Au- 
gustine, who  thought  that  the  perdition  of  infants  would  be 
milder  and  easier  to  bear  than  that  of  adult  sinners. 

The  most  popular  text-book  of  theology  in  the  middle  agoe 
was  the  Sentences  of  Peter  Lombard.  It  held  its  place  for  cen- 
turies in  the  European  universities,  and  there  were  few  of  the 
foremost  Schoolmen  who  did  not  produce  a  commentary  upon 
it.  It  presents  the  doctrine  of  Augustine  in  its  essential  parts, 
with  abundant  citations  from  his  writings.  Sin  did  not  spread 
in  the  world,  it  afiirms,  by  imitation  of  a  bad  example,  but  by 
propagation,  and  appeare  in  every  one  at  birth.§  Original  sin 
is  not  mere  liability  to  punishment  for  the  first  sin,  but  in- 
volves sin  and  guilt.  That  first  sin  not  only  ruined  Adam, 
but  the  whole  race  likewise ;  since  from  him  we  derive  at  once 
condemnation  and  sin.  That  original  sin  in  us  is  concupiscence. 

*  c.  vii.  f  c  xxiii. 

t  c.  xxxi.  §  Lib.  II.,  Dist.  xxx.    (Cologne,  1576.) 
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Oar  nature  was  vitiated  in  Adam ;  '^  since  all  were  that  one 
man ;  that  is,  were  in  him  materialiter.^^    We  were  in  him 
"  materialiter,  cansaliter,"  or  serainallj.    The  body  is  wholly 
derived  from  him.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Lombard  that  each 
soul  is  created  by  itself,  but  is  corrupted  by  contact  with  the 
material  part  which  is  vitiated  in  Adam.*    He  gives  this  ex- 
plicit answer  to  the  problem  which  Augustine  declines  to  solve. 
The  law  of  propagation,  says  Peter  Lombard,  is  not  suspended 
in  consequence  of  the  entrance  of  sin  into  the  world ;  and  the 
corruption  of  the  soul  in  each  case  is  an  inevitable  result  of  its 
conjunction  with  the  body.     Augustine,  in  the  JSncheiridion, 
had  admitted  that  the  sins  of  more  immediate  parents  as  far 
back  as  the  third  or  fourth  generation,  may  be  imputed  to  the 
child,  but  bad  not  positively  sanctioned  this  view.    The  Lom- 
bard argues  that  he  could  not  have  entertained  it  without  in- 
consistency, since  it  would  be  incompatible  with  his  doctrine 
that  the  sin    and   punishment  of  infants  are  comparatively 
lightf    He  does  not  deny  the  position  of  Anselm  that  sin  be- 
longs to  the  will  ;t  yet  he  is  careful  to  say  that  the  soul  on 
uniting  with  the  body  becomes  ipso  facto  corrupt ;  since  if  an 
act  of  self-determination  be  supposed  to  intervene,  it  would  be 
actual,  and  not  original  sin.    On  the  whole,  his  representations 
accord  with  what  we  have  explained  to  be  the  idea  of  Anselm. 
We  paiV3  now  to  the  prince  of  the  scholastic  theologians, 
Thomas  Aquinas.    This  most  acute  and  profound  writer  mani- 
t(88t8  caution  in  handling  so  difficult  a  theme ;  but  his  conclu- 
sions, as  might  be  expected,  coincide  with   the  dogma  of 
Augustine.  Aquinas  says  that  ^'  although  the  soul  is  not  trans- 
mitted, since  the  virtvs  seminis  cannot  canse  a  rational  soul," 
yet  by  this  means  "  human  nature  is  transmitted  from  parent 
to  offspring,  and  with  it,  at  the  same  time,  the  infection  of 
nature."§    Hence  the  newborn  child  is  made  partaker  of  the 
Bin  of  the  first  parent,  since  from  him  he  receives  his  nature 
througli  the  agency  of  the  generative  function.   No  man  is  pun- 
ished except  for  his  own  sin.     We  are  punished  for  tlie  sins  of 
near  ancestors  only  so  far  as  we  follow  them  in  their  trans- 


*  Lib.  II.,  Dist.  xxxi.,  xxxii.  f  Lil>-  H.,  Dist.  xxiii. 

t  Ibid.,  Di«t.  xliL  §  Sum    TheoL  I.  ii.  Q.  LXXXI.  Art  i. 
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gressione.*  The  main  point  in  the  explication  of  original  sin 
is  the  nature  of  our  union  with  Adam.  Thia  Aquinas  aets 
forth  by  an  analogy.  The  will,  by  an  imperative  volition,  bids 
a  limb,  or  member  of  the  body,  commit  a  sin.  Now  an  act  of 
homicide  is  not  imputed  to  the  hand  considered  as  distinct 
from  the  body,  but  is  imputed  to  it  as  far  as  it  belongs  to  the 
man  as  part  of  him,  and  is  moved  by  the  first  principle  of 
motion  in  him, — that  is,  the  will.  Being  thus  related,  the 
hand,  were  it  possessed  of  a  nature  capable  of  sitij  would  be 
guilty.  So  all  who  are  born  of  Adam  are  to  be  considered  as 
one  man.    They  are  as  the  many  members  of  one  body. 

"Thus  the  disorder  (inordinatio)  which  is  in  that  man  who  sprang  from 
Adam,  is  not  volantary  by  the  act  of  his  own  will,  but  by  the  will  of  the  firrt 
parent,  who  rooyes  '  motione  generationis/  all  who  derive  their  origin  from  him, 
just  as  the  soars  will  moves  alV  the  limbs  to  an  act;  whence  the  sin  which  is 
derived  from  the  first  parent  to  his  j>osterity,  is  called  original:  in  the  same  way 
that  the  sin  which  is  derived  from  th\s  soul  to  the  members  of  the  body,  is  called 
actual ;  and  as  the  actual  sin  which  is  committed  by  a  bodily  member  is  the  sin  of 
that  member,  only  so  far  as  that  member  pertains  to  the  man  himself  (est 
aliqaid  ipsius  hominis),  so  original  Uin  belongs  to  an  Individnal,  only  so  far  is 
he  receives  his  nature  from  the  first  parent'*f 

Cajetan,  the  renowned  commentator  of  Aquinas,  undertakes 
to  explain  and  defend  the  analogy.  The  descendant  of  Adam 
belongs  to  Adam,  as  a  hand  to  the  body ;  and  from  Adam, 
througli.  natural  generation,  he  at  once  receives  his  nature  and 
becomes  a  partaker  of  sin. 

The  realistic  character  of  Aquinas's  doctrine  appears  strongly 
in  the  argument  by  which  he  attempts  to  prove  that  no  sins 
but  the  first  sin  of  the  first  man  are  imputed  to  us-J  B® 
sharply  distingnishes  between  nature  and  person.  Those 
things  which  directly  pertain  to  an  individual,  like  personal 
acts,  are  not  transmitted  by  natural  generation.  The  gram- 
marian does  not  thus  communicate  to  his  offspring  the  science 
of  grammar.  Accidental  properties  of  the  individual  may, 
indeed,  in  some  cases,  descend  from  father  to  son,  as,  for  exam- 
ple, swiftness  of  body.  But  qualities,  which  are  purely  per- 
sonal, are  not  propsgated.     As  the  person  has  his  own  native 

•  Ibid.,  Q.  LXXX.  Art.  viil         f  Q-  LXXXL  Art.  i.         J  Ibid.,  Art  il 
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properties  and  the  qualities  given  by  grace,  so  tlie  nature  has 
both.  Original  righteousness  was  a  gracious  gift  to  the  nature 
at  the  outset,  and  was  lost  in  Adam  in  the  first  sin.  '^  Just  as 
original  righteousness  would  have  been  transmitted  to  his 
ipoRteritj  at  the  same  time  with  the  nature,  so  also  is  the  oppo- 
site disorder  (inordinatio).  But  other  actual  sins  of  the  first 
parent,  or  of  other  later  parents,  do  not  corrupt  the  nature,  as 
concerns  its  qualities,  (quantum  ad  id  quod  naturce  est),  but 
only  as  concerns  the  qualities  of  the  person." 

Original  righteousness  was  principally  and  primarily  in  the 
subjection  of  the  will  to  God.  From  the  alienation  of  the  will 
from  God,  disorder  has  arisen  in  all  the  other  powers  of  the 
soul.  Hence  the  deprivation  of  original  righteousness,  tlirough 
which  the  will  was  subject  to  God,  is  the  first  or  formal  ele- 
ment in  original  sin,  while  concupiscence  or  "inordinatio" 
is  the  second,  or  material  element.  Thus  original  sin  affects 
the  will,  in  the  first  instance.  Its  first  effect  is  the  wrong  bent 
of  the  will.  Aquinas's  analysis  of  native,  inherent  depravity 
is  substantially  accordant  with  that  of  Anselm. 

Tlie  Reformers,  as  we  have  said,  were  Augustiniaus.  As 
the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin  was  conceded  generally  by  their 
Catholic  opponents,  as  Pighius  and  Catharinus,  at  the  same 
time  that  innate  depravity,  in  the  strict  sense,  was  frequently 
denied,  it  was  on  this  last  element  in  the  doctrine  of  original 
sin  that  the  first  Protestant  theologians  chiefly  insisted.  But 
the  same  realistic  mode  of  thought — the  same  theory  of  a 
common  nature  corrupted  in  Adam — pervades  their  writings. 
In  Calvin's  representation  of  the  doctrine,  two  propositions 
are  constantly  asserted.  Que  is,  that  we  are  not  condemned 
or  punished  for  Adam's  sin,  apart  from  our  own  inherent 
depravity  which  is  derived  from  him.  The  sin  for  which  we 
are  condemned  is  our  own  sin ;  and  were  it  not  for  this,  we 
should  not  be  condemned.  The  other  proposition  is,  that  this 
Bin  is  ours,  for  the  reason  that  our  nature  was  vitiated  in 
Adam,  and  we  receive  it  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  put 
by  the  fii-st  transgression. 

♦QLXXX,1I.    Art.  iil,  iv. 
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Tlieee  propositions  are  so  clearly  set  forth,  both  in  the  Insti- 
stutes  and  the  Commentaries,  that  it  is  hardly  requisite  to  prove 
that  he  held  them.  But  to  remove  all  doubt  on  this  point,  and 
for  another  purpose  which  will  appear  later,  we  translate  the 
following  passages : 

'*  Observe  the  order  here,  for  Paul  says  that  sin  preceded ;  that  from  it  deatb 
foUowed.  For  there  are  some  who  eontend  that  we  ^are  so  ruined  by  the  m  of 
Adam,  at  if  io«  perished  by  no  iniquity  {culpa)  of  oftr  oum,  in  tfte  Rente  thai  h 
only  as  it  toere  Hnned  for  us.  But  the  Apostle  expressly  affirms  that  sin  is 
propagated  to  all  who  suffer  its  punishment.  And  he  urges  this  espeeially  when 
he  assigns  the  reason  shortly  after,  why  all  the  posterity  of  Adam  are  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  death.  The  reason  is,  he  says,  that  all  have  sinned.  That  m- 
ing  of  which  he  speaks,  is  being  corrupted  and  vitiated.  For  that  natural  depra?lty 
which  we  bring  from  our  mother's  womb,  although  it  does  not  at  once  bring  forth 
its  fruits,  yet  it  is  sin  before  the  Lord  aod  deserves  the  penalty.  And  this  is  the 
sin  which  is  called  original.  For  as  Adam  at  his  first  creation,  had  receiTed 
2  ifts  of  divine  g^ace  as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  posterity ;  so,  separating  from 
God,  he  depraved,  corrupted,  vitiated,  ruined,  our  nature  in  himself ;  for  having 
lost  the  image  of  God,  he  could  only  bring  forth  seed  like  himself,  Therefore  we 
have  all  sinned,  as  we  are  all  imbued  with  natural  corruption,  and  so  are  iniqai- 
ous  and  perverse.*** 

Calvin  renders  his  doctrine  perfectly  clear  by  the  distinction 
which  he  makes,  in  his  note  on  ver.  17,  between  Christ  and 
Adam.  "  The  first  difference,"  he  says,  "  is  that  we  are  con- 
demned for  the  sin  of  Adam  not  by  imputation  alone,  as  if 
the  punishment  of  the  sin  of  another  were  exacted  of  us: 
bu  twe  bear  its  punishment  because  we  are  guilty  of  the  sin 
(culpae)  also,  in  so  far  as  our  nature,  vitiated  in  him,  is  held 
bound  (obstringitur)  with  the  guilt  of  iniquity." 

To  the  same  effect  are  his  remarks  on  Ephesians  li.  3  ("  we  are 
by  nature  children  of  wratli.")  The  passage,  he  says,  confutes 
those  who  deny  original  sin ;  "  for  that  which  naturally  is  in  all, 
is  surely  original :  Paul  teaches  that  we  are  all  naturally  ex- 
posed to  damnation :  therefore  sin  is  inherent  in  us,  because 
God  does  not  condenm  the  innocent^^  "  God,"  he  adds,  '*  is  not 
angry  with  innocent  men,  but  with  sin.  Nor  is  it  a  cause  for 
wonder  if  the  depravity  which  is  born  (ingenita)  in  us  from 
our  parents  is  deemed  sin  before  God,  because  the  seed  which 
is  thus  far  latent,  he  discerns  and  judges." 

*  Com.  on  Romans  v.  12. 
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III  fnll  coincidence  with  these  statements,  is  the  chapter  on 
Original  Sin,  in  the  Institutes : 

These  two  things  are  to  be  distmctly  observed ;  first,  that  being  thna  vitiated 
and  perrerse  in  all  the  parts  of  onr  nature,  we  are,  on  account  of  this  corrup- 
tion, deeerredly  held  as  condemned  and  convicted  before  €k>d,  to  whom  nothing  is 
seoeptable  but  justice,  innocence  and  purity ;  for  thU  ts  not  UaUlUp  to  puniMk- 
ment  for  another'*  crime  ;  for  when  it  is  said  that  by  this  sin  of  Adam  we  be- 
eome  exposed  to  the  judgment  of  Qod,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  as  if,  being  our- 
selves innocent  and  undeserving  of  punishment  we  hsd  to  bear  the  sin  (culpam) 
of  another ;  but  because  by  his  transgression  we  all  incur  a  curse,  he  is  said  to 
have  involved  us  in  guilt  (obstrinxiase).  Nevertheless,  not  only  has  punishment 
passed  from  him  upon  us,  but  pollution  instilled  from  him  is  inherent  in  us, 
to  which  punishment  is  justly  due.  Wherefore  Augustine,  althoufrh  he  often 
calls  it  another's  sin,  (that  he  may  the  more  clearly  show  that  it  is  derived  to  us 
by  propagation),  at  ttie  same  time  asserts  it  to  belong  to  each  individual.  And 
the  Apoetle  himself  most  expressly  declares  (Rom.  v.  12,)  that '  death  has  passed 
upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned,' — that  is  are  involved  in  original  sin  and  de- 
filed with  its  stains.  And  so  also  iufaots  themselves,  as  they  bring  their  ooodemna- 
tion  with  them  from  their  mother's  womb,  are  exposed  to  puniiihment,  not  for 
another's  sin  but  for  their  own.  For  though  they  have  not  yet  produced  the 
fruits  of  their  iniquity,  they  have  still  the  seed  inclosed  in  them ;  evea  their  whole 
nature  is  as  it  were  a  seed  of  sin,  and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  odious  and 
abominable  to  God.  Whence  it  follows  that  it  is  properly  accounted  sin  in  the 
eye  of  God,  because  there  could  not  be  guilt  (reatua)  without  fault  (erilpa).  The 
other  thing  to  be  remarked  is  that  this  depravity  never  ceases  in  us,  but  is 
perpetually  producing  new  fruits,  Ac"* 

That  sin  has  its  seat  in  the  will  and  that  the  wrong  bent  of 
the  will  is  the  sole  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  sinner's  repent- 
ance, Calvin  distinctly  affirms. 

Turning  to  the  Lutheran  side,  we  find  that  Melancthon  de- 
fines Original  Sin  to  be  the  corruption  with  which  we  aro  born, 
and  which  is  consequent  on  the  fall  of  Adam.f  He  says 
farther :  "  If  any  one  wislies  to  add  that  we  are  born  guilty  on 
account  of  the  fall  of  Adam,  1  make  no  objection  (non  im- 
pedio").:j:  But  he  strongly  objects  to  the  imputation  of  the 
first  sin,  independently  of  our  native,  inherited  depravity. 
Original  sin,  he  says,  is,  in  its  formal  aspect  guilt,  or  the  con- 
demnation of  the  pei-son  who  is  guilty ;  but  this  relation  per- 
tains to  some  sin.  The  question,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the 
proximate  foundation  of  this  relation,  or  as  they  call  it,  the 
proximate  matter — materiale  propinquum.     The  foundation  of 

♦  Inst.  Lis.        t  Lo«-  ^o™-  ^-  (Hase's  Ed.  p.  86.)        X  Ibid.,  p.  85. 
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this  gnllt  is  the  vice  in  man  which  is  born  with  ns,  whicli  is 
called  defects,  or  evil  inclinations,  or  concupiscence."  The 
imputation  of  the  first  sin  is  conditioned  on — in  the  order  of 
nature,  consequent  upon — this  innate  depravity.* 

Both  elements,  imputation  of  the  first  sin  and  inherent  de- 
pravity are  distinctly  brought  out  in  the  Augsburg  Confeseion, 
as  issued  by  Melancthon  in  1540. 

Brentius,  another  leading  name,  among  the  early  Lutheran 
theologians,  exemplifies  the  prevalent  realistic  mode  of  repre- 
sentation upon  this  subject.  ^'  Inasmuch  as  all  the  posterity  of 
Adam  were  in  his  loins,  not  for  himself  alone  was  he  made  an 
idolater  in  his  own  person,  but  he  propagated  idolatry  to  all 
his  posterity,  so  that  as  many  men  as  descend  from  him,  are 
idolaters."  "  He  drew  with  him  the  whole  human  race,  which 
was  then  in  his  loins  and  was  to  be  propagated  from  him,  into 
so  great  ruin,  that  it  could  neither  entertain  right  sentiments 
respecting  God  with  its  mind  or  obey  God  with  its  wilL"t 

The  Lutheran  theologians  were  most  of  them,  including 
Luther  himself,  Traducians.  Herein  they  diflfered  from  the  body 
of  the  Calvinists. 

We  have  now  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  Federal 
theory  ?  How  did  the  doctrine  of  a  covenant  with  Adam  be- 
come connected  with  Augustinism?  The  best  histories  of 
doctrine  ascribe  this  innovation  to  Cocceius  the  celebrated  theo- 
logian of  Holland,  Professor  at  Franeker,  and  then  at  Ley-<^ 
den,  where  he  died  in  1669.  It  is  not  denied  that  germs  of 
this  theory  may  be  found  scattered  in  the  writings  of  theolo- 
logians  of  an  earlier  date.  It  is  seldom  that  a  theory  is  absa- 
lutely  new  with  him  who  first  gives  it  currency,  and  with 
whose  name  it  is  afterwards  associated.  But  Cocceius  has  the 
credit  not  only  of  introducing  the  method  of  bringing  tlie 
matter  of  systematic  theology  under  the  three  covenants,  bat 
also  of  engrafting  the  conception  of  a  covenant  with  Adam,  as 
the  representative  of  tlie  race,  upon  Calvinistic  theology.  There 
is  no  distinct  mention  of  such  a  covenant,  as  far  as  we  have  been 


♦  Ibid.,  p.  91. 

f  Quoted  by  Heppe,  Dog.  d,  DtuUeh,  Prot  im  Uin.  Jahr.  L,  890,  891. 
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able  to  discover,  either  in  the  writers  of  the  first  age  of  the 
Reformation,  or  afterwards  nntil  near  the  time  of  Cocccins. 
There  is  no  mention  of  sach  a  covenant  in  the  Aas^bnrg  Con- 
fession, the  Form  of  Ck>ncord,  or  in  any  other  of  the  principal 
creeds  of  the  Latheran  Church.  There  is  no  mention  of  it  in 
the  principal  Confessions  of  the  Reformed  Chnrch,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Creeds  of  Westminster ;  for  the  Formula  Con- 
sensus Helvetica,  where  the  Covenant  appears,  is  a  creed  of 
minor  importance  and  of  comparatively  insignificant  authority. 
We  do  not  find  the  doctrine  of  a  covenant  with  Adam  in  the 
First  Basle  Confession  (1532),  the  Second  Basle  (or  First  Hel- 
vetic)  (1536),  the  Gallic  (1559),  the  First  Scottish  Confession 
(15«0),  the  Belgic  (1562),  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  (1573),  the 
Second  Helvetic  Confession  (1565),  the  Hungarian  (1670),  the 
Polish  (Declaratio  Thoruniensis  1615),  or  the  Anglican  Articles 
(1562). 

Perhaps  we  shall  best  satisfy  our  readers  in  regard  to  this 
historical  question,  by  referring  to  one  or  two  authorities  of 
great  weight.  The  first  is  Weissmann,  the  learned  Lutheran, 
who  in  his  History  of  the  Church  in  the  Seventeenth  Century, 
has  entered  into  a  somewhat  full  account  of  the  rise  of  the 
Federal  theology.  The  Federal  method,  he  says,  originated 
with  Cloppenburgius,  a  Franeker  theologian,  and  was  farther 
carried  out  by  Cocceius.  To  these  men  it  is  chiefly 
due.  From  their  time,  the  Federal  method  spread  in  the  Re- 
formed Church,  especially  of  Holland,  so  that  the  systems  con- 
structed on  this  model  can  hardly  be  numbered.  "  Among 
Lutherans,"  adds  Weissmann,  ''  this  method  did  not  find  many 
favorers.  Rather  does  Foertschius  think,  and  publicly  teach 
in  his  JBreviarium  Select.  TAeoL^  that  this  method  has  not  less 
inconv  eniences,  than  belong  to  methods  previously  used ; 
adding,  that  the  Federal  doctrine,  both  respecting  covenants 
and  promises,  as  it  is  held  among  the  learned  and  publicists, 
cannot  be  applied  to  theology,  except  by  an  abuse  and  perver- 
sion of  t^rms."*  In  another  passage,  Weissmann  sets  forth  the 
objections  to  Federalism,   which  were   brought  forward  by 

*  WeimmanD,  Introductio  in  MemorabiHa  Ecel,  HUloriae  Saero},  &o.  Vol.  11. 
p.  698  seq. 
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Latheran  theologians.  Among  them  are  the  oonsiderations, 
that  the  word  covenant  in  the  New  Testament  is  very  sparing 
ly  nsed,  and  does  not  signify  that  which  is  here  in  controversj; 
dbat  in  covenants  and  contracts  respect  is  had  to  a  benefit  to 
be  conferred  on  both  parties,  which,  as  far asGod  is  concerned^ 
cannot  be  here  supposed  ;  that  man  previously  owed  all  things 
to  Gk>d,  and,  theretbre,  there  is  no  need  of  a  covenant  and  com- 
pact ;  that  the  Mosaic  economy  alone  partakes  of  the  nature 
of  a  covenant.* 

Under  the  name  of  Cocceianism,  were  included  a  variety  of 
opinions ;  and  the  advocates  and  antagonists  of  this  theologian 
waged  a  heated  conflict  that  agitated  the  Reformed  Church, 
especially  in  Holland.  Numerous  opponents  of  Oocceianism 
who  were  actuated  by  hostility  to  the  Cartesian  philosophy, 
or  to  some  other  real  or  imaginary  doctrine  which  came  to  be 
identified  with  the  name  of  Cocceius,  held  to  the  theory  of  a 
covenant  with  Adam.  Yan  Mastricht,  for  example,  was  an 
Anti-Cocceian.  Yet  it  remains  true  that  this  last  theory  found 
its  way  into  theology,  very  much  through  the  influence  of  the 
most  distinguished  advocate  of  the  Federal  method. 

A  second  witness  respecting  the  rise  of  the  Federal  theory, 
is  Campegius  Yitringa.  In  the  text,  and  especially  in  the 
editorial  notes  connected  with  the  text,  of  his  system,  is  a  very 
full  statement  of  the  history  of  this  change  in  theology.  For 
some  time,  says  Yitringa,  it  has  pleased  divines  to  describe 
the  state  of  man  in  Paradise,  by  the  term  covenant,  which 
they  style  the  Covenant  of  Works  or  of  Nature,  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  Covenant  of  Grace.  <^  That  Adam  lived  in  a  state 
of  friendship  with  God,  and  looked  for  a  certain  good  under 
certain  conditions,  has  beeiL  already  shown.  That  this  state 
can  eo/no  eeneu^  be  called  a  covenant,  is  not  doubted.  SUU  we 
must  hold  that  in  the  Scriptures  this  designation  does  not 
dearly  appear ,  unless j  perhaps^  you  choose  to  apply  JSossavi.  7 
to  this  relation  raiher  than  to  the  Mosaic  history;  so  that  the 
Bible  makes  no  mention  of  the  covenant :  on  the  contrary,  this 
notion  is  clearly  presented  to  us,  that  Godj  as  absolute  and 
natural  Lord  of  man,  has  treated  him  as  a  sv^ect^  of  whose 

•IMd.,p.  1108. 
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affection  and  obedience  he  deaired  to  make  trial.  And  it 
reaJhf  seeme  that  the  notion  of  a  covenant  pertains  to  the  econ- 
omy of  grace;  both  Scripture  and  reason  favoring  this  view.^^ 
It  is  stated  in  the  note,  that  the  opposition  to  this  notion  by 
Epiflcopins  and  other  Anninians,  in  which  they  were  followed 
by  SocinianByStimnlated  Oalvinistic  theologians  to  espouse  and 
defend  it  with  more  zeal.* 

These  last  observations  are  deserving  of  ^especial  notice.  It 
wonld  appear  that  the  idea  of  the  covenant  of  works  was  car- 
ried back  to  the  Adamic  constitution  from  the  analogy  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  with  which  theologians  were  familiar ;  and 
tlie  opposition  of  Arminians  and  Socinians  tended  to  confirm 
and  spread  the  innovation. 

The  Federal  system  was  considered,  at  the  outset,  a  softening 
of  Calvinism.  Predestination  was  mitigated,  in  appearance  at 
least,  by  this  introduction  of  jaridical  considerations.  Theology 
seemed  to  take  on  a  more  Biblical  cast.  Hence  the  Federal 
method  was  disliked  by  the  Protestant  schoolmen,  as  they 
were  called ;  that  class  of  Oalvinistic  writers  in  whose  hands 
theology,  especially  after  the  rise  of  the  Arminian  contro- 
versy, ran  out  into  endless  hair-splitting,  according  to  a  dry  and 
rigid  scheme,  Predestination  being  the  central  idea. 

But  what  is  the  covenant  with  Adam,  as  distinguished  from 
the  law  of  nature  ?  What  is  the  nature  of  this  positive  consti- 
tution ?  The  covenant  is,  in  its  essence,  a  promise — a  promise 
of  such  blessings,  on  the  condition  of  obedience,  as  the  rational 
creature  is  not  entitled  to  by  the  law  of  nature.  It  is  a  gra- 
cious act  on  the  part  of  God ;  an  act  of  condescension.  He 
couples  with  obedience  a  reward  wholly  disproportionate  to 
the  creature's  deserts, — ^namely,  eternal  life.  In  this  general 
definition  all  are  agreed.  In  regard  to  more  specific  points  in 
the  definition,  theologians  vary  from  one  another.  The  attach- 
ing of  the  promise  to  a  brief  t&tm  of  obedience,  tor  example,  is 
sometimes  regarded  as  one  element  in  the  covenant.  But  if 
we  seek  for  the  precise  difference  between  the  provisions  of  the 
covenant  and  the  principles  of  natural  and  universal  justice, 
which  were  of  binding  force,  independently  of  it,  we  find  this 

•  Vitriuga,  Doctrinm  Chriit.  Relig,,  etc.,  Vol  ii.  p.  241.  •  Ibid.»  247. 
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difference  to  consist  in  the  magnitude  of  the  promise  and  in 
the  appointing  of  a  special  test  of  obedience.  Inasmuch, 
however,  as  this  special  test  was  a  revealed  law,  and  might 
have  been  laid  upon  Adam,  had  there  been  no  covenant,  the 
substance  of  this  positive  constitution  lies  in  the  gracious 
promise  that  is  connected  by  the  Creator  with  the  law. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  covenant  does  not  of  necessity 
affect  the  substance  of  the  Augustinian  doctrine  at  all.  The 
theory  of  the  covenant  may  be  accepted  at  the  same  time  that 
the  posterity  of  Adam  are  held  to  be  really  partakers  in  his  8in 
and  guilt.  The  breach  of  the  law  and  the  breach  of  the  cove- 
nant were  one  and  the  same  act.  If  the  posterity  of  Adam 
really  broke  the  law  in  Adam,  they  broke  the  covenant  also. 
Even  on  the  supposition  that  they  took  part  in  the  tranagree- 
sion  of  the  law,  and  did  not  take  part  in  the  violation  of  the 
covenant,  still  Adam  brings  on  them  no  condemnation  which 
they  do  not  themselves  deserve  by  sinning  in  him;  they 
merely  lose  blessings  to  which  they  have,  and  could  have,  no 
title  on  the  foundation  of  natural  law.  I  lay  a  command 
upon  a  child.  It  is  a  reasonable  command,  and  by  the  law  of 
nature,  I  have  a  right  to  impose  it ;  and  I  have  a  right  to  affix 
a  certain  punishment  to  disobedience.  But  I  freely  promiee 
that  in  case  he  obeys,  I  will  grant  to  him  and  to  his  brothers 
also,  some  high  and  undeserved  privilege.  Now  suppose  him 
to  disobey.  They,  as  well  as  he,  lose  something ;  but  they 
lose  nothing  which  the  law  of  nature  gave  them.  Suppose 
them,  in  some  way,  to  participate  in  his  disobedience ;  they, 
too,  justly  incur  the  positive  penalty  prescribed  by  the  law,  in 
addition  to  the  negative  forfeiture  through  his  breach  of  the 
covenant.  They  suffer  no  greater  penalty  than  they  really 
^deserve;  they  lose  a  greater  reward  than  obedience  would 
have  given  them  a  title  to,  apart  from  a  special,  gratuitous 
promise. 

The  mistake  of  the  modern  defenders  of  Imputation  is  in 
ignoring  and  denying  the  capital  fact  of  a  true  and  bsal  pab- 
TiciPATioN  m  Adam's  sin,  which  still  formed  the  groundwork  of 
the  doctrine  of  original  sin  long  after  the  Federal  theory  came 
into  vogue.  They  mistake  history  likewise,  by  ascribing  their 
own  purely  Federal  view  to  the  great  body  of  Oalvinistic  theo- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Theories  of  Original  Sin  compared.  491 

logians  in  the  Beventeentli  ceiitary,  who  were  Augnstinians  as 
well  as  Federalists,  holding  to  the  second  typo  of  doctrine 
which  we  mentioned  in  the  beginning — the  Angustino- 
federal. 

There  is  another  historical  error  of  a  kindred  nature,  which 
pervades  the  Princeton  discussions  of  original  sin.  Tliese 
assnine  that  the  old  Calvinists  held  to  the  immediate  or  ante- 
cedent imputation  of  the  first  sin — that  is,  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  men  for  it,  independently  of  their  native  depravity. 
But  with  the  exception  of  certain  snpra-lapsarians,  the  Oal- 
vinistic  view  was,  that  the  ascription  to  men  of  the  first  sin, 
and  the  ascription  to  them  of  native,  sinful  corruption,  are 
each  conditional  to  the  other.  Tlie  first  could  not  take  place 
without  the  second,  as  an  inseparable  part  or  accompaniment ; 
and  the  order  in  which  the  two  occur,  is  indifferent,  as  far 
as  orthodoxy  was  concerned.  This  has  been  conclusively 
proved,  and  the  error  above  stated  has  been  fully  exposed,  in 
a  serieu  of  learned  articles,  from  the  pen  of  R.  W.  Landis, 
D.  D.,  which  were  published  in  "  the  Danville  Review."*  As 
we  do  not  care  to  do  what  has  been  so  well  done  already,  we 
shall  have  lees  to  say  here  on  thitf  particular  point.  But 
having  had  occasion,  before  and  since  the  appearance  of  these 
Articles,  to  traverse  a  great  portion  of  the  same  ground,  we  can 
give  an  intelligent  assent  to  this  main  position  of  the  learned 
author. 

The  proposition  which  we  are  now  concerned  to  maintain,  is 
that  in  the  prevailing  theology  of  the  seventeenth,  as  well  as 
the  sixteenth  century,  even  after  the  covenant  theory  was 
adopted,  the  doctrine  of  participation  in  the  first  sin — theold 
groundwork  of  Augustinism — was  still  cherished. 

(1.)  The  most  approved  orthodox  theologians  of  that  age 
confirm  this  statement.  From  a  throng  of  witnesses  we  select 
one,  for  the  reason  that  he  is  an  acknowledged  representative 
of  the  strict  Calvinism  of  his  times.  The  following  passages 
are  from  John  Owen : — 

Of  original  sin,  he  says  ^Hhat  it  is  an  inherent  sin  and  pol- 
lution of  nature,  having  a  proper  guilt  of  its  own,  making  us 
responsible  to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  not  a  bare  imputation  of 

*  In  the  Numbers  from  Sept  1861  to  Deo.  1862,iDcla6iy   c. 
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another's  fault  to  us,  his  posterity."*  Answering  the  objection 
that  the  first  sin  is  not  ours,  is  not  our  voluntary  act,  he  refers 
to  the  covenant,  but  adds : — 

"  That  Adam,  being  the  root  and  head  of  all  human  kind,  and  we  all  branehea 
from  that  root,  all  parts  of  that  body  whereof  he  waa  the  head,  hu  mU  may  be 
Maid  to  be  <mf  t.     We  were  then  all  that  one  man,f  we  were  all  in  him,  and  had 
no  other  will  but  hia ;  so  that  thoagh  that  be  eztriDsieal  unto  ns,  oonndered  u 
particular  persons,  yet  it  is  intrinsical,  as  we  are  all  parts  of  one  common  Datnre. 
As  in  him  we  sinned,  so  in  him  we  had  a  will  of  sinning.}    Original  sin  is  a  de- 
fect of  nature,  and  not  of  this  or  that  particular  person.**    **It  is  hereditary, 
natural,  and  no  way  involuntary,  or  put  into  us  against  our  wills.    It  poesessetfa 
our  wills,  and  inclines  us  to  voluntary  sins."  §    "If  Qod  should  impute  the  no  of 
Adam  unto  us,  and  therein  pronounce  us  obnoxious  to  the  curse  deserved  by  it, 
— ^if  we  have  a  pure,  sinless,  unspotted  nature,— even  this  could  scarce  be  reeon- 
died  with  that  rule  of  his  proceeding  in  justice  with  the  sons  of  men« '  The  soul 
that  sinneth,  it  shall  die ;'  which  clearly  granteth  impunity  to  all  not  tainted 
with  sin.    Sin  and  punishment,  though  they  are  sometimes  separated  by  his 
mercy,  pardoning  the  one,  and  so  not  inflioting  the  other,  yet  never  by  his  jostiee, 
inflicting  the  latter  where  the  former  is  not.    Sin  imputed,  by  its^  alone,  with- 
out an  inherent  guilt,  was  never  punished  in  any  but  Christ    The  unBearcbabls- 
ness  of  God's  love  and  justice,  in  laying  the  iniquity  of  us  all  upon  him  who  had 
no  sin,  is  an  exception  from  that  general  rule  he  walketh  by  in  his  dealing  with 
the  posterity  of  Adam.**  |    The  grounds  of  the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin  to  as 
are,  '*  1.  As  we  were  then  in  him  and  parts  of  him ;  2.  As  he  sustained  the  place 
of  our  whole  nature  in  the  Covenant  God  made  with  him ;  both  which,  even  ac- 
cording to  the  exigence  of  God's  justice,  require  that  his  transgression  be  also 
accounted  ours."^    '*  There  is  none  damned  but  for  his  own  sin.    When  divinei 
affirm  that  by  Adam's  rin  we  are  guilty  of  damnation,  they  do  not  mean  that 
any  are  actually  damned  for  this  particular  fact,  but  that  by  his  sin,  and  our  sin- 
ning in  him,  by  God's  most  just  ordination,  we  have  contracted  that  exceeding 
pravity  and  sinlulnees  of  nature  which  deserveth  the  curse  of  God  and  eternal 
damnation."    '*  The  soul  then  that  is  guilty  shall  die,  and  that  for  its  own  goili 
If  God  should  condemn  us  for  original  sin  only,  it  were  not  by  reason  of  the  im- 
putation of  Adam's  fault,  but  of  the  iniguitp  of  that  portion  of  nature,  in  which 
we  are  proprietaries."  **  **  The  sin  of  Adam  holds  such  reladon  to  sinners,  proceed- 
ing from  him  by  natural  propagation,  as  the  righteousness  of  Christ  doth  unto 
them  who  are  bom  again  of  him  by  epiritual  regeneratutn.    But  we  are  truly  in- 
trinsically, and  inherently  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  Christ;  and, 
therefore,  there  is  no  reason  why,  being  so  often  in  this  chapter  (Rom.  v.)  called 
sinners,  because  of  this  original  sin,  we  should  cast  it  off,  as  if  were  oonoemed 
only  by  an  external  denomination,  for  the  right  institution  of  the  comparison 
and  its  analogy  quite  overthrows  the  solitary  imputation."  ft 

♦  "Display  of  Arminianism,"  Work;  X.  70. 

f  *<  Omnes  eramus  unus  ille  homo." — Aug.  }  Ibid.,  p.  7B. 

g  Ibid.,  p.  78.  I  Ibid.,  p.  1^  t  Ibid.,  p.  7fi. 

**  Ibid.,  p.  80.  tt  J^id.»  p.  "^l. 
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One  of  the  great  argumeDts  of  the  defenders  of  immediate 
or  antecedent  imputation  in  oar  day  is  founded  on  the  analogy 
of  the  imputation  of  our  sins  to  Christ,  and  especially  of  his 
righteousness  to  us.  But  Owen,  like  the  old  Calvinists  gene- 
rally,  supra-lapsarian  speculatists  being  excepted,  makes  a 
marked  distinction  between  these  various  instances  of  imputa- 
tion. This  is  evident  from  two  of  the  passages  quoted 
above. 

In  his  work  on  Justification,  also,  he  says : — 

**  None  ever  dreamed  of  a  transfurion  or  propagation  of  sin  from  xn  to  ChriBt, 
sacli  as  there  was  from  Adam  to  ii&  For  Adam  was  a  common  person  to  ns,  we 
are  not  so  to  Christ ;  yea,  He  is  not  so  to  ns;  and  the  imputation  of  onr  sins  to 
him,  is  a  singular  act  of  divine  dispensation,  which  no  evil  consequences  can  en- 
soe  npon."  "There  is  a  great  difFerenoe  between  the  imputation  of  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  to  us,  and  the  imputation  of  onr  sins  to  Christ;  so  that  he  cannot 
in  the  Fame  manner  be  said  to  be  made  a  sinner  by  the  one,  as  we  are  made 
righteous  by  the  other.  For  our  sin  was  imputed  to  Christ,  only  as  He  was  our 
surety  for  a  time,  to  this  end,  that  he  might  take  it  away,  destroy  it  and  abolish 
it.  It  was  never  imputed  to  Him,  so  as  to  make  any  alteration  absolutely 
in  his  personal  state  and  condition.  But  His  righteousness  is  imputed  to  us,  to 
abide  with  us,  to  be  our^  always,  and  to  make  a  total  change  in  our  state 
and  oondiiion  as  to  our  relation  to  God,"  *  Ac. 

The  combination  of  the  Augustinian  and  Federal  theorios, 
which  is  manifest  in  the  citations  from  Owen,  appears  in  the 
creeds  of  the  Westminster  Assembly.  In  the  Confession,  it  is 
said  of  Adam  and  Eve, — 

"  They  being  the  root  of  all  mankind,  the  guilt  of  His  sin  was  imputed,  and 
the  same  death  in  sin  and  corrupted  nature  conveyed  to  all  their  posterity,  de- 
scending from  them  by  ordinary  generation." 

In  the  larger  Oatechism,  we  read, — 

"  The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam  as  a  public  person,  not  forghimself  only, 
but  for  his  posterity,  aU  mankind  descending  from  him  by  ordinary  generation 
sinned  in  him  and  fell  with  him  in  that  first  transgression." 

The  proof-texts  which  were  attached  to  these  statements,  and 
were  printed  with  the  emphatic  portions  in  italics,  show  most 
clearly  that  the  Augustinian  conception  was  side  by  side  with 
the  Federal,  in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  these  creeds.  What 

»  "The  Doctrine  of  Justification,"  Ac,  (Phil,  ed.,)  p.  227. 
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they  meant  to  teach  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  "  Brief  Sum  of 
Christian  Doctrine,"  which  was  issued  by  the  authority  of  the 
Assembly. 

"  God  in  six  days  made  all  things  of  nothing,  very  good  in  their  own  kind,  in 
special  He  made  all  the  angels  holy ;  and  made  oar  first  parents,  Adam  and  Eve, 
the  root  of  mankind,  both  upright  and  able  to  keep  the  law  within  their  heart; 
which  law  they  were  naturally  bound  to  obey,  under  pain  of  death ;  but  God 
was  not  bound  to  reward  their  serTice,  till  he  entered  into  a  oovenant  or  contract 
with  them,  and  their  posterity  in  them,  to  give  them  eternal  life  upon  condition 
of  perfect  personal  obedience,  without  threatening  death,  in  case  they  should 
fail. 

**  Both  angels  and  men  were  subject  to  the  change  of  their  own  free-will,  sb 
experience  proved,  God  having  reserved  to  himself  the  inoommunioable  property 
of  being  naturally  unchangeable.  For  many  angels,  of  their  own  accord,  fell  by 
sin  from  their  first  estate,  and  became  devils.  Our  first  parents  being  enticed  by 
Satan,  one  of  these  devils,  speaking  in  a  serpent,  did  break  the  oovenant  of  works, 
in  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  whereby  they  and  their  posterity,  being  m  their 
loins,  as  branches  in  the  root,  and  comprehended  in  the  same  covenant  with  them, 
became  not  only  liable  to  eternal  death,  but  also  lost  all  ability  of  wiU  to  please 
God ;  yea,  did  become  by  nature  enemie8{to  God,  and  to  all  spiritual  good ;  and 
inclined  to  evil  continually.  This  is  our  original  sin,  the  bitter  root  of  all  our 
actual  transgressions,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed.** 

Plainly  we  have  here  the  old  doctrine  of  a  nature,  corrupted 
in  Adam,  and  as  such,  transmitted  to  his  posterity ;  the  cove- 
nant idea  being  superadded,  but  not  yet  supplanting  the  Au- 
gustinian.  Baxter,  Goodwin,  and  most  of  the  contemporary 
Calvinistic  divines,  are  full  and  explicit  in  the  inculcation  of 
this  same  doctrine. 

(2.)  The  Placffian  controversy  and  the  publications  conse- 
quent upon  it,  afford  decisive  proof  of  our  position  that  the 
Augustinian  idea  of  participation  in  the  first  sin  prevailed 
among  Calvinistic  writers  long  after  the  acceptance  of  the 
covenant  theory.  The  French  school  of  Saumur,  one  of  the 
Protestant  academies  of  theology,  had  for  its  professors,  after 
the  year  1633,  three  men  of  marked  ability  and  erudition, 
Louis  Oapellus  (Cappel),  Moses  Amyraldus  (Amyraut),  and 
Joshua  Placffius  (La  Place).  Before  them,  John  Cameron,  a 
Scotchman  by  birth,  had  produced  some  commotion  by  his 
doctrine  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  grace,  which  was  that 

*  Quoted  by  Di.  Baird,  JSlohim  ReveaUd,  p.  41. 
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the  spirit  renews  the  Bonl,  not  by  acting  on  the  will  directly, 
but  rather  by  an  enlightening  influence  on  the  intellect.  This 
was  broached  partly  for  the  sake  of  parrying  Catholic  objections 
to  the  Calvinistic  doctrine  of  predestination  and  election. 
Cameron's  theory  did  not  mitigate  this  doctrine  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  as  was  admitted  so  soon  as  his  theory  was  under- 
stood.  His  substantial  orthodoxy  was  allowed  by  those  who 
withheld  their  sanction  from  the  theory.  The  most  eminent  of 
his  pupils  was  Amyraut.  He  boldly  propounded  the  doctrine 
of  hypothetical,  universal  grace,  as  it  was  called,  which  was 
really  the  doctrine  of  universal  atonement.  He  maintained 
that  there  is  in  God,  in  some  proper  sense,  a  will  or  desire 
(velleitas,  affectus)  that  all  should  repent  and  be  saved.  The 
decree  of  election  follows  in  the  order  of  nature  the  decree  pro- 
viding the  atonement.  The  attempt  was  made  in  two  National 
Synods  to  procure  a  condemnation  of  his  doctrine,  but  in  both 
cases  it  failed.  He  successfully  defended  himself,  and  proved 
that  his  doctrine  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  creed  of  the 
Synod  of  Dort.  Cappel  was  a  Biblical  scholar,  and  by  his 
critical  opinions  in  this  department  caused  a  commotion  only 
less  than  that  excited  by  his  colleague.  He  taught  that  the 
vowel  pointing  of  the  Hebrew  text  of  the  Old  Testament  is  an 
invention  later  than  the  Christian  era,  and  clothed  with  no 
infallible  authority ;  and  that  the  masoretic  text  of  the  Ancient 
Scriptures  is  open  to  amendment  from  the  comparison  of  man- 
uscripts and  versions.  Placaeus  is  the  one  of  these  three  dis- 
turbers of  theological  quiet,  with  whom  we  have  to  do  at 
present  He  was  understood  to  deny  that  the  first  sin  of  Adam 
is  imputed  to  his  posterity,  and  to  resolve  original  sin  into 
mere  hereditary  depravity.  At  the  Synod  of  Charenton,  in 
1644-5,  Qarrisolius  (Qarrisole),  the  head  of  the  rival  echool  of 
Montauban,  presided.  In  no  small  degree  through  his  influ- 
ence, there  was  carried  tlirough  the  Synod  a  condemnation  of 
the  opinion  attributed  to  Placseus,  although  his  name  was  not 
mentioned.  This  opinion  was  pronounced  an  error,  and  was 
declared  to  involve  in  peril  the  doctrine  of  inherent  sin  itself, 
since  apart  from  the  imputation  of  the  first  transgression,  this 
doctrine  rests  on  no  secure  foundation.  Placseus  did  not 
consider  himself  to  be  at  all  touched  by  the  decree  of  Charen- 
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ton.  He  explained  afterwards  that  he  did  not  deny  the 
impntation  of  Adam's  sin ;  bnt  only  that  this  impatatlon  is 
independent  of,  and  prior  to,  inherent  depravity.  He  distm- 
gnished  between  mediate  and  immediate  or  antecedent  impa- 
tation.  The  former  imputes  Adam's  sin  not  directly,  but 
mediately,— on  the  ground  of  our  inherent  depravity,  which  is 
its  first  fmit  and  effect.  This  depravity  is  first  imputed  to 
ns,  and  then  the  sin  from  which  it  comes.  When  he  made  this 
explanation,  Drelincourt,  the  distinguished  Pastor  of  Paris, 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Synod  and  on  the  committee 
that  drafted  the  decree,  wrote  to  Placedus  an  expression  of 
his  satisfaction  and  confidence,  saying  that  they  had  never 
intended  to  condemn  the  doctrine  thus  explained.  That  the 
doctrine  of  Placseus  involved  no  serious  departure  from  the 
current  orthodoxy,  was  likewise  conceded  by  other  prominent 
theologians  who  at  first  arrayed  themselves  against  him. 
While  the  matter  was  in  agitation,  and  before  PlacsBUS  had 
corrected  what  he  deemed  a  grave  misapprehension  of  his  views, 
Andrew  Rivet,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  but  then  a  professor 
in  Holland,  prepared,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the 
supposed  error  of  Placaeus,  a  copious  collection  of  testimonies 
on  the  subject  of  imputation.  It  is  a  collection  of  citations 
from  standard  creeds  and  numerous  orthodox  theologians. 
His  prime  end,  as  we  have  said,  is  to  make  it  manifest  by  an 
appeal  to  authorities,  that  besides  native,  inherent  depravity, 
original  sin  involves  the  imputation  of  the  first  transgreesion. 
These  testimonies  are  very  interesting  and  important  for  the 
light  which  they  throw  on  the  particular  questions  which  we 
are  here  considering.  In  former  articles  in  the  "Princeton 
Review,"  the  mistake  has  been  made  of  supposing  that  the 
design  of  Bivet  was  to  assert  the  doctrine  of  antecedent  or 
immediate  imputation, — ^that  is  to  say,  to  maintain  that  Adam's 
sin  is  imputed  to  us  and  made  a  ground  of  condemnation  prior 
to,  and  irrespectively  of,  native  corruption.  This  was  no  part 
of  his  plan.  If  it  had  been,  his  testimonies  would  have  over- 
thrown himself.  For,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  if  we 
count  out  a  handful  of  supra-lapsarians,  the  general  theory 
was  that  the  impntation  of  Adam's  sin  and  native  deprarity 
are  inseparable,  so  that  the  one  cannot  exist  without  the  other. 
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Rivet  is  simply  opposing  the  theory  that  original  sin  com- 
prises no  element  bnt  native  depravity.  Whoever  held  to  a 
participation  in  Adam's  sin,  snch  as  involves  a  legal  responsi- 
bility for  it,  might  put  the  elements  of  the  doctrine  in  what- 
ever order  he  saw  fit. 

Here  let  ns  explain  what  we  consider  the  real  philosophy  of 
Imputation,  as  the  subject  was  generally  viewed.  Sometimes 
Adam's  actual  sin  was  said  to  be  truly  and  really  ours ;  but 
this  was  not  the  common  representation.  That  sin  was  the  act 
of  another :  it  is  imputed  to  us,  as  far  as  its  guilt  and  legal 
responsibility  are  concerned,  because  we  were  all  partidpee 
crvmviiis.  Id  a  strict  philosophical  view,  participation  is  the 
first  fact  in  order,  and  the  first  thing  to  be  proved.  Take  an 
illustration.  A.  B.  is  charged  with  a  crime.  Three  other 
persons  are  accused  of  being  accomplices.  They  did  not  do 
the  deed — with  their  own  hands  fire  the  dwelling  or  commit 
the  act  of  homicide.  But  they  are  charged  with  being  parti- 
cipants, in  the  legal  idea  of  the  term,  and  therefore  partakers 
of  the  guilt  of  the  principal  and  liable  to  the  same  penalty. 
His  act  is  imputed  to  them  by  the  law.  Bnt  before  this  is 
possible,  iYiQfact  of  participation  must  first  be  established ;  for 
on  this  fact  their  legal  responsibility  for  the  criminal  act 
depends.  Now  extend  the  illustration  and  suppose  that  this 
deed  was  the  transgressor's  first  criminal  act,  and  as  such 
brought  on  him  a  corrupt  character,  or  engendered,  as  it  inev- 
itably must,  a  corrupt  principle.  A  principle  of  the  same  sort 
is  found  to  have  simultaneously  arisen  in  the  hearts  of  those 
whom  we  have  spoken  of  as  accomplices.  But  as  they  in  their 
proper  persons  have  done  no  criminal  act,  can  this  principle, 
in  their  case,  be  regarded  as  truly  and  properly  sinful  ?  Not 
unless  they  can  be  connected  with  the  original  act  of  wrong- 
doing, as  accomplices  or  participants.  Now  it  will  be  found 
that  Eivet  and  his  witnesses,  when  they  insist  on  the  impu- 
tation of  the  first  sin,  are  contending  against  the  idea  that 
mere  native  corruption  is  the  whole  of  original  sin ;  just  as 
Calvin  and  many  others  deny  that  imputation  is  the  whole. 
Both  belong  inseparably  together.  One  may  give  the  logical 
priority  to  inherent  depravity,  provided  he  includes  under  it 
participation  in  the  first  sin,  on  which  imputation  ultimately 
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rests;  and  another  may  make  imputation  first,  it  being  nnder- 
Btood  that  participation  is  the  condition  of  it.  The  fact  of 
participation^  by  which  the  first  act  is  both  personal  and 
generic,  and  therefore  ours  in  one  sense,  and  not  ours  in 
another,  is  the  point  of  coincidence  between  both  views. 
The  circumstance  that  participation  is  sometimes  implied, 
rather  than  expressed,  both  by  those  who  give  the  precedence 
to  imputation,  and  those  who  give  the  precedence  to  native 
corrnption,  occasioned  some  misunderstanding  between  them, 
and  has  been  since  a  fruitful  source  of  misunderstanding  to 
their  interpreters.  But,  as  we  have  already  observed,  if  we 
except  a  few  supra-Iapsarians,  the  fact  of  a  true  and  real, 
though  not  personal,  participation  in  the  first  sin,  is  everywhere 
held.  Not  unfrequently  the  true  philosophical  order,  with 
participation  in  its  proper  place,  is  found  in  the  writers  quoted 
by  Rivet.    We  may  cite  Parens,  as  an  example : — 

"  Original  sin,  as  weU  in  Adam  as  iq  his  posterity,  incluJes  these  three  deadly 
eTils,  actual  iniquity  (enlpam),  legal  gailt  (reatum)  or  the  penalty  of  death,  and 
habitual  depravity  or  deformity.  These  concur  in  connection  with  the  first  sin, 
simultaneously  in  the  parent  and  posterity :  with  this  difference  only,  that  Adam 
was  the  principal  sinning  agent,  admitting  iniquity,  meriting  guilt,  casting  away 
the  image  of  God,  and  dcpraring  himsel£  All  these  things  belong  to  his  po9> 
terity  by  participation,  imputation,  and  generation  from  a  sinful  parent.  Thus  it 
is  a  futile  dispute  of  sophists,  whether  it  was  only  the  first  iniquity  (cnlpa)  or 
only  guilt,  or  only  disorder,  pollution  or  native  vitiosity.  For  it  is  all  these. 
Giriug  a  broad  definition,  you  may  say  it  is  the  fall  and  disobedience  of  the  first 
parents,  and  in  them  of  the  whole  human  race,  in  which  all  alike  (parlter), 
the  image  of  God  being  cast  away,  depraved  their  natnre,  were  made  enemies 
of  GK>d,  and  contracted  the  guilt  of  temporal  and  eternal  death,  nnless  delir. 
erance  and  reconciliation  take  place  by  the  Son  of  God,  the  Mediator."  "  All 
are  dead  by  the  offense  of  one  man.  Therefore,  the  offense  was  the  offense  of 
all,  but  by  participation  and  imputation."* 

Statetnents  parallel  with  this  of  Parens  might  be  quoted  in 
abundanccf 

•  Riveti  Opera,  T.  IIL  810. 

f  That  participation  is  an  essential  element  in  original  sin,  may  be  seen  espe- 
cially by  reference  to  the  passages,  in  Rivet,  from  Muscolus,  Yiretns,  Bncanns, 
Polanns,  Chamierus,  Mestrezatius,  Whittaker,  (Professor  at  Cambridge),  Dare- 
nant,  Ames,  Walsens,  Junius,  Frisius,  Hommius — who  says,  "Peccatum  Adami 
non  est  nobis  omnino  alienum,  sed  est  proprium  cujusque,  quod  propter  haoe 
natnrse  communionom  sinsrnlis  hominibus  non  tantam  imputatnr,  sed  a  singolis 
ettam  est  perpetratum  " — Laurentius,  Zanchins,  Piscator,  Textor,  Crocias,  Bnoer, 
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What  has  been  said  will  prepare  ub  to  comprehend  the  Pla- 
c»an  controversy.  Having  made  a  careful  examination  of  the 
writings  of  PlaccBus,  we  feel  competent  to  state  what  his  views 
really  were.  His  great  aim  was  to  confute  the  doctrine  of 
immediate  or  antecedent  imputation.  He  was  at  first  undei^- 
Btood  to  deny  participation,  but  this  misunderstanding,  as  was 
said  above,  he  corrected.  His  opinions  are  expressed,  prior  to 
the  Synod  of  Charenton,  in  the  Theees  Salmurenses.*  God, 
he  says,  counts  no  man  a  sinner  who  is  not  truly  so.  Either 
Adam's  actual  sin  is  imputed  to  us,  or  our  original,  inherent 
depravity.  The  former  cannot  be  proved  from  the  Bible.  We 
Binned  in  Adam,  as  we  died  in  him.  Human  nature  was 
in  Adam,  generically  the  same  as  in  us,  but  numerically  dis- 
tinct from  human  nature  in  us  considered  as  persons.  Hence 
our  sin  is  the  same  generically,  but  not  numerically  with  his. 
If  he  was  appointed  to  obey  or  disobey  instead  of  us,  why  not 
to  be  punished  instead  of  us,  also  ?  If  his  first  actual  sin  was 
ours,  why  not  his  act  of  generating  Cain  or  Seth  ?  The  true 
doctrine  is  that  of  seminal  corruption.  The  sensitive  soul — 
the  animal  soul — is  produced  from  the  parent ;  the  intellectual 
or  rational  soul  is  directly  created.  The  soul  on  entering  the 
corrupted  physical  nature,  is  not  passively  corrupted,  but  be- 
comes corrupt  actively,  accommodating  itself  in  character  to 
the  other  part  of  human  nature ;  as  water,  by  an  appetency  of 
its  own,  takes  the  form  of  the  bowl  into  which  it  is  poured. 

In  the  copious  treatise  on  Imputation,  which  he  wrote  after 
the  action  of  the  Synod,  he  develops  his  system  with  great 
fttllness  and  likewise  with  great  ability .f  The  report  that  his 
doctrine  had  been  condemned  by  the  Synod,  he  says,  had  been 
eagerly  caught  up  by  those  unfriendly  to  Saumur.j:  But  the 
terms  of  their  decree  did  not  touch  him.  The  decree  did  not 
condemn  those  who  restrict  original  sin  to  inherent  depravity, 

Chemnitz,  (the  author  of  the  Examen.  Cone,  Trid,)  Compare  the  two  Disserta- 
tions on  Original  Sin  by  Rivet  himself,  Dii^put,  IL  (T.  III.  p.  747),  and  the  The»e% 
Theolog,  de  pec  oriff,  (T.  III.,  p.  824).  In  the  former,  sections  z — zvi  (inclusive) 
and  zziv  deserve  particular  attention ;  in  the  latter,  sections  5,  20,  28,  26,  27, 
98,  29,  88.  84,  42. 

*  Syntagma  Tkes,  Thedog,  in  Acad,  Balm.,  <fcc.    Edit.  Secunda.  P.  I.  206,  seq. 

fPlacasi  opera  Omnia:  Edito  novissima:  Franequer.  De  Imp ,  primi  pec 
Adami  DhptU.^  dtc,    Tom  I.,  p.  161,  seq.  %  P.  162. 
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but  thoee  who  90  restrict  it  to  inherent  depravity  as  to  deny  the 
imputation  of  Adam's  first  sin.*  This  he  does  not  deny.  He 
holds  to  imputation,  but  to  mediate,  not  immediate  imputation.f 
Adam's  first  actual  sin  is  imputed  to  us  in  the  sense  that  it  is 
the  cause  of  our  guilt  by  causing  our  depravity,  and  further  as 
our  inherent  sin  involves  and  implies  a  consent  to  his  first 
tran8gres6ion4  In  defense  of  the  propriety  of  using  the  term 
^^  imputation  "  to  designate  this  view,  he  appeals  to  Romans  ii,, 
27 :  ^'  If  the  uncircuracisron  keep  the  righteousness  of  the  law, 
shall  not  his  uncircumcision  be  counted  for  circumcision.''§ 
He  holds  that  we  participate  in  Adam's  sin,  and  habitually  con- 
sent thereto  at  the  outset  of  our  ]>ersonal  life.  It  may  be  truly 
said  that  we  were  in  the  loins  of  Adam,  and  sinned  in  him 
and  with  him.|  The  sin  of  Adam  is  communicated  to  us  by 
propagation.  The  corruption  that  followed  Adam's  first  actual 
sin  is  imputed  to  us  as  passing  over  to  us — idem  specie — Adam 
communicating  at  once  sin  and  nature.^  He  appeals  to  Cal- 
vin, to  Oualter,  to  Chamier,  to  Bivet,  in  support  of  his  doc- 
trine as  to  the  difference  in  the  mode  of  the  imputation  of 
Adam's  sin  and  Christ's  righteousness.**  The  analogy  of 
Christ's  relation  to  us  proves-  nothing  in  favor  of  immediate 
imputation.  Our  sins  are  not  imputed  to  Christ  as  their  author, 
but  as  a  surety;  but  Adam's  sin  is  imputed  to  us  as  its  an- 
thers. The  one  is  of  grace,  the  other  on  the  ground  of  desertft 
But  our  own  faith  is  the  necessary  condition  of  justification, 
just  as  our  intermediate  depravity  is  the  necessary  prerequisite 
of  the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin.  He  contends  that  his  an- 
tagonist, Garrisole,  admits  everything  that  is  essential  to  the 
Placsean  doctrine.  For  he  allows  that  the  guilt  of  Adam's  first 
sin  and  of  inherent  depravity  are  one  and  the  same  guilt 
There  are  not  two  guilts,  or  guiltinesses,  but  only  one. 

Placseus  claimed  that  his  conception  of  the  subject  is  iden- 
tical with  that  of  Calvin.  He  could  appropriate  the  language 
of  Calvin  in  the  Institutes  and  in  the  Commentary  on  the  Epis- 


tie  to  the 

Jt(omans,  as  a 

laitntul  description  ot  ms 

doctnne.    iw 

•  P.  176. 
1  P.188. 

t  P.  n«. 

If  P.  198. 

X  Pp.  184,  286,  179. 

••  Pp.  195, 198,  201,  206. 
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ft  P.  18*. 
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appeared  at  first  to  the  opponents  of  Placflens,  as  we  have  more 
than  once  remarked,  that  he  had  dropped  the  idea  of  partici- 
pation in  the  first  sin ;  bat  this  was  simply  because  he  dwelt  so 
much  on  seminal  corruption  and  the  law  of  propagation,  ac- 
cording to  which  depravity  passes  from  father  to  son.  Bnt 
Aoselm  and  Calvin  might  have  been  attacked  with  as  much 
justice  as  Placseus.  This  attack  on  Placseus  is  an  indication 
that  the  doctrine  of  Original  Sin  was  in  danger  of  being  re- 
moved from  its  Angustinian  foundation. 

One  of  the  most  active  opponents  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Sanmnr  Professors  was  Francis  Turretine.  Though  he  had 
studied  at  Saumur  as  well  as  at  Paris,  he  allied  himself  with 
the  more  rigid  theologians  of  Montauban.  He  became  the 
head  of  a  party  at  Geneva,  which  labored  to  procure  the  con- 
demnation of  the  Saumur  views  by  the  Swiss  Church.  Op- 
posed to  this  party  at  Geneva  were  Mestrezat  and  Louis 
Tronchin,  colleagues  of  Turretine,  and  other  theologians  of  a 
liberal  and  tolerant  spirit.  Turretine  and  his  party  at  length 
efieeted  a  partial  success  by  securing  the  promulgation  and 
partial  enforcement,  for  a  time,  in  Switzerland,  of  the  formula 
Consensus  Seheticaj  which  they  took  the  lead  in  framing. 
They  were  not  deterred  from  this  step  by  the  remonstrance  of 
eminent  ministers  of  foreign  churches,  among  whom  were  the 
Paris  pastors,  the  younger  Daill^,  and  the  famous  Claude,  to- 
gether with  the  distinguished  theologian  of  Holland,  J.  B. 
Wetstein.  Turretine  and  the  party  to  which  he  belonged 
professed  to  regard  with  charity  and  toleration  the  ministers 
who  differed  from  them  on  the  points  of  theology  to  which  the 
Con^nsus  relates ;  they  were  only  anxious  to  keep  the  Swiss 
Church  free  from  erroneous  teaching.  Their  creed  is  leveled 
at  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  each  of  the  three  Saumur  Profes- 
sors. Against  Cappel,  they  go  so  far  as  to  (tssert  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  Hebrew  vowel  points  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  to 
condemn,  also,  his  critical  views  respecting  the  Hebrew  text — 
thus  giving  their  solemn  sanction  to  the  Buxtorfian  grammar 
and  criticism  I  Having  demolished  Capellus,  the  Consensus 
condemns  Amyraldism, — universal  atonement  and  the  doc- 
trine that  God  desires  the  salvation  of  all  Amyraut's  doc- 
trine of  universal  grace  is  carefully  defined  and  denounced. 
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Then  the  Placfiean  doctrine,  or  the  doctrine  which  Turretine 
persisted  in  ascribing  to  Placffins,  is  put  under  the  ban.  The 
Consensus  never  acquired  authority  outside  of  Switzerland. 
Within  about  fifty  years  it  was  abrogated.  One  of  the  strong- 
est advocates  of  this  last  measure  was  Tnrretine's  own  son, 
Alphouso  Turretine,  who  was  as  zealous  in  opposing  as  his 
father  had  been  in  advocating  it*  If  there  was  ever  a  creed 
which  deserves  to  be  called  the  manifesto  of  a  theological  party, 
rather  than  a  confession  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Church,  the 
Formvla  Consemvs  is  that  one.  And  yet  we  have  seen  this 
partisan  document,  with  its  not  only  verbal  but  literal  inspira- 
tion, according  to  the  grammar  of  Buxtorf,  quoted  side  by  side 
with  passages  from  the  Augsburg  Confession  and  the  Ileidel- 
berg  Catechism  1 

But  even  the  Formula  Consenstcs  HdveUca  associates  with 
the  theory  of  the  Covenant  that  of  a  real  participation  in  the 
first  sin.  It  afiirms  that  prior  to  actual  sin,  man  is  exposed  to 
the  divine  wrath  for  a  double  reason,  "  first,  on  account  of  the 
flrafaflTT&Jixa  and  disobedience  which  he  committed  in  the  loins 
of  Adam ;  then  by  reason  of  the  consequent  hereditary  cor- 
ruption, introduced  at  his  very  conception,  by  which  his  whole 
nature  is  depraved  and  spiritually  dead."    " 

If  we  turn  to  the  '*  Institutes  "  of  Turretine,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  last  quarter  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  when 
the  antagonism  to  Placaeus  had  produced  its  full  effect  in  de- 
termining the  form  of  theology  on  this  subject,  we  see,  indeed, 
vestiges  of  the  genuine  Angustinian  doctrine,  but  we  see  also 
that  this  is  well-nigh  supplanted.  Turretine  leans  strongly  to 
the  supra-lapsarian  philosophy,  which  explains  moral  phenom- 
ena by  reference  to  the  will  of  God,  as  the  ultimate  found- 

*  In  a  letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  yoanger  Turretine  mji  thit 
the  CooBensus  would  exclude  from  the  ministry  many  excellent  minieten  of 
God ;  almost  all  the  doctors  of  the  first  four  centuries  and  a  great  number  of  agM 
following ;  almost  all  of  the  Reformers,  a  great  part  of  the  Reformed  theologius 
of  France,  and  the  ablest  among  them ;  a  great  portion  of  the  Qermao  theologiaiiSi 
and  almost  all  the  theologians  of  the  English  Church. 

This  letter  may  be  read  in  the  Supplement  to  Bayle's  Dictionary  by  Cbau- 
teppi^,— -4rt.  **  Louis  Tronchin,"  Note  C.  The  earlier  letter  of  F.  Turretine  to 
Claude,  on  the  other  side,  is  in  curions  contrast  with  the  sentimeiits  of  his  ton. 
This  may  also  be  read  in  Ohauseppi6. 
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ation,  rather  thau  his  immutable  justice.  The  doctrine  of  im- 
mediate or  antecedent  imputation  coheres  with  that  system, 
and  was  espoused  by  its  advocates.  In  their  view,  it  is  suffi- 
cient that  God  determines  to  consider  one  guilty  if  another 
sins.  His  determination  to  establish  such  a  constitution  makes 
it  just.  There  is  one  word  in  Turretine's  discussion  of  imputa- 
tion which  is  quite  significant  as  marking  the  doctrinal  transi- 
tion which  we  are  attempting  to  sketch.  Ho  founds  imputa- 
tion on  our  natural  union  with  Adam,  as  the  father  and  root 
of  the  race,  and  on  the  federal  union  with  him,  our  appointed 
representative.  '*  The  foundation,  therefore,  of  imputation  is 
not  only  the  natural  union  which  comes  in  between  us  and 
Adam, — otherwise  all  his  sins  would  have  to  be  imputed  to 
us,  but  chiefly  the  laoral  and  federal^  by  which  God  framed  a 
covenant  with  him  as  our  head."*  It  is  chiefly — ^^proBoipue  " 
— the  covenant  relation  on  which  the  justice  and  "Jjropriety  of 
imputation  are  made  to  rest.  At  the  same  time  there  are  pas- 
sages in  this  author  which  go  beyond  the  more  modern  theory 
of  immediate  imputation  and  in  the  direction  of  Augustinism. 
He  declares,  in  arguing  against  Placseus,  that  the  orthodox  doc- 
trine holds  to  both  sorts  of  imputation,  immediate  and  medi- 
ate ;  implying  that  thej'  are  inseparable.  He  says  :  "  In  the 
propagation  of  sin,  the  accident  does  not  pass  from  subject  to 
subject " — that  is,  sin  does  not  go  from  person  to  person — 
''because  the  immediate  subject  of  sin  is  not  the  person,  but 
human  nature,  vitiated  by  the  actual  transgression  of  the  per- 
soti,  which  being  communicated  to  the  posterity  of  Adam,  this 
inherent  corruption  is  communicated  in  it.  As,  therefore,  in 
Adam,  person  infected  nature,  so,  in  his  posterity,  nature  in- 
fects person. "f  Sin  is  transmitted — handed  down.  But  sin  is 
not  a  substance,  it  is  an  accident.  Hence  it  inheres  in  some- 
thing. It  inheres  not  in  the  person,  but  in  the  tvalure^  which 
being  corrupted  in  Adam,  passes  down  to  his  descendants. 
Alluding  to  Hebrews  vii.  9 — ''Levi,  also,  who  receiveth  tithes, 
paid  tithes  in  Abraham," — ^Turretine  denies  that  it  is  to  be 
figuratively  taken.  It  is  to  be  taken  in  the  proper  sense. 
Abraham  in  that  solemn  action  sustained  the  person  of  Levi  or 
of  the  Aaronic  sacerdotal  order  that  was  to  spring  from  him; 

*  P.  L  Loc.  IX.,  Q.  IX.,  XL  t  IWd.,  Q.  X.,  xxil 

VOL.  xyvn.  33 
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and  this  he  did  properly  and  truly,  though  his  other  relations, 
— his  faith,  for  example — were  merely  personal.* 

Apart  from  the  supposed  Scriptural  foundation  for  the  theory 
of  the  Covenant,  it  is  easy  to  account  for  the  spread  of  it,  and 
for  its  displacement  of  the  Angustinian  idea.  The  old  diflScnIty 
growing  out  of  the  origin  of  souls  by  separate  acts  of  creation, 
which  was  the  accepted  hypothesis  among  Calvinist*,  was  felt 
with  ever-increasing  force.   In  particular,  the  Covenant  theory 
suggested  a  plausible  mode  of  meeting  two  objections  to  the 
doctrine  of  original  sin  in  its  ancient  form.     One  thing  which 
had  not  been  satisfactorily  explained  was  the  non-imputation 
of  other  sins  of  Adam,  besides  the  first,  not  to  speak  of  all  his 
other  actions,  to  his  posterity.     If  we  participated  responsibly 
in  the  first  sin,  why  not  in  his  subsequent  acts  also  ?    TTie  other 
fact  that  demanded  explanation  was  the  non-imputation  of  the 
sins  of  nearer  ancestors,  even  of  all  mankind,  to  each  individ- 
ual.    The  theory  of  a  common  nature,  when  taken  as  a  suffi- 
cient explication  of  the  subject,  was  attended  with  these  diffi- 
culties.    The  solution  had  been  commonly  sought  in  the  hy- 
pothesis that  all  acts  of  Adam  subsequent  to  the  first,  as  well 
as  the  acts  of  nearer  kindred,  are  phenomenal,  personal.   That 
act  alone  corrupted  the  nature.     But  the  Covenant,  it  was 
thought,  furnished  an  easier  and  better  answer.  The  Covenant, 
by  its  terms,  turned  upon  the  conduct  of  Adam  for  a  limited 
period,  and  one  act  of  sin  on  the  part  of  Adam  forfeited  all  its 
privileges  and  brought  upon  mankind  the  judicial  forfeitare. 
It  is  true  that  the  diflBculty  remained  until  the  fundamental 
principle  of  Augustine  was  wholly  given  up.     How  can  man- 
kind, it  might  still  be  asked,  participate  in  the  first  act  alone? 
For  it  was  stili  the  prevailing  view,  throughout  the  seventeenth 
century,  among  adherents  of  the  Covenant  theology,  with  the 
exception  of  Supra-lapsarians,  that  in  that  first  sin  there  was 
a  true  and  proper  participation.     It  seems  to  have  been  long 
felt  by   theologians  that  the   Covenant  would   not   answer 
of  itself,  without  the  doctrine  of  real  participation,  in  confront- 
ing objections  to  imputation  and  native  depravity;  and  yet 
the  two  props  were  hardly  congruous  with  one  another.  When 

*  Q.  IX.,  XXV. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Theories  of  Original  Sin  compared.  605 

the  justice  of  imputation  on  the  ground  of  a  federal  relation 
was  called  in  question,  they  fell  back  on  the  theory  of  partici- 
pation; but  when  asked  why  all  the  actions  of  Adam  are  not 
imputed  to  us,  they  pleaded  the  Covenant. 

The  process  of  supplanting  the  Augustinian  theory  was  con- 
summated in  the  eighteenth  century.  But  Calvinistic  theol- 
ogy in  England,  having  nothing  but  the  Covenant  to  rest  upon, 
found  itself  in  the  hapless  plight  which  is  described  by  the 
younger  Edwards  in  his  account  of  the  state  of  things  when  his 
father  began  his  labors.  To  illustrate  the  half-hearted  tone 
and  helpless  situation  of  the  representatives  of  Calvinistic  doc- 
trine, we  have  only  to  refer  to  three  of  the  most  conspicuous 
of  them,  Ridgeley,  Doddridge,  and  Watts.  Ridgeley  says  that 
Adam's  sin  is  ours  only  in  a  forensic  sense.*  He  considers  how 
the  imputation  of  it  can  be  justified.  1.  It  is  said  :  *'  If  Adam 
had  not  fallen,  we  should  be  content  with  the  arrangement." 
This,  answers  Ridgeley,  is  not  a  suflScient  answer.  2.  If  his 
posterity  had  existed,  the  law  of  nature  would  have  directed 
them  to  choose  Adam  for  their  representative,  he  being  the 
common  ^  father.  This  answer,  says  Ridgely,  "  bids  fairer  to 
remove  the  diflSculty,"  but  does  not  wholly  remove  it.  3.  God 
chose  Adam  to  be  our  reprcsentctive,  and  we  ought  to  ac- 
quiesce. But  this,  Ridgeley  replies,  will  not  satisfy  the  ob- 
jector ;  it  puts  the  sovereignty  of  God,  he  will  say,  against  his 
other  pertections.  Ridgeley  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
guilt  of  men  for  Adam's  sin  cannot  be  so  great  as  the  guilt  we 
contract  by  actual  sins.f  Here  he  takes  up  an  opinion  which 
the  Schoolmen  and  later  Roman  Catholics  had  avowed  but 
which  the  old  Protestant  theology  had  looked  upon  with  dis- 
favor. The  punishment  of  infants,  Ridgeley  thinks,  will  be  the 
mildest  of  any.  Accusations  of  conscience  will  not  belong  to 
those  who  have  no  sin  save  original  sin.  How  we  can  be  prop- 
erly sinful  at  birth  is  tlie  point  which  Ridgeley,  even  with  the 
help  of  the  Covenant,  is  obviously  puzzled  to  explain. 

According  to  Doddridge,  men  are  bom  with  evil  propensi- 
ties; but  the  difficulty  of  supposing  this  "i*  considerably  les- 

*  These  citatiooB  are  from  the  Am.  Ed.  of  Ridgeley's  System,  Vol.  I. 
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8C7ied ''  if  we  suppose  that  things  are  so  constituted  upon  the 
whole  as  tliat  a  man  is  not  iiecessaHly  impelled  to  any  actions 
which  shall  end  in  his  final  destruction."*  What  remains 
of  the  difficulty,  saj's  Doddridge,  is  the  same  under  other 
schemes  as  under  the  scheme  of  Christianity.  The  sin  of  Adam 
is, ''  in  some  degree,"  imputed  to  his  posterity.f  The  covenant 
with  Adam  is, '*  in  some  measure,"  for  his  posterity.:]:  "A 
may  seem  prohahle  "  that  the  posterity  of  Adam  would  have 
been  advantaged  by  his  obedience,  but  to  what  extent  we  can- 
not say.§  One  rational  creature,  we  may  be  certain,  will  not 
be  made  finally  and  eternally  miserable  for  the  sin  of  another. 
What  the  state  of  those  who  die  in  infancy  is,  we  know  not 

Watts  affirms  that  the  fact  of  infants  being  the  descendants 
of  Adam  will  not  account  for  their  miseries  and  their  death. 
We  must  also  suppose  that  he  is  our  legal  representative.  Of 
this  theory  of  i^presentation,  Watts  naively  observes:  "I 
must  confess  I  am  not  fond  of  such  a  scheme  or  hypothesis." 
"  No !  I  would  gladly  renounce  it,"  "  if  I  could  find  any  other 
way  "  to  vindicate  Providence.!  The  appearance  of  injustice, 
in  one  man's  making  millions  of  men  sinners,  is  relieved,  "  in 
some  mea^ure^'*  if  Adam  is  regarded  as  our  natural  head. 
Legal  representation  will  **  do  much "  towards  removing  all 
remaining  appearance  of  injustice.T  Watts  tries  to  answer 
the  objection  that  we  did  not  consent  to  this  representation  by 
Adam.  1.  A  nobleman,  when  guilty  of  treason,  disgraces  and 
impoverishes  his  descendants  as  well  as  himself.  2.  God 
bestows  blessings  on  children  and  deprives  them  of  privileges 
on  account  of  parents'  sins.  3.  The  appointment  of  Adam, 
with  his  advantages  for  remaining  upright,  waa  a  very  advan- 
tageous thing  for  his  posterity.  Souls  are  separately  created, 
but  are  defiled  by  entering  corrupt  bodies.  This  transraiBsion 
of  sin,  says  Watts,  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in  the  doctrine.  li 
wouUi  not  he  just  to  punish  infants  eternally.**  The  infant 
children  of  wicked  men,  he  thinks,  are  annihilated  at  death.ft 

Into  this  plight  were  candid  and  excellent  men  brought  by 


♦  Doddridge's  Lecturea,  Prop.  138,  Schol.  8.        f  P-  ^^^'  (Londoo  ed..  1768.) 
X  P.  414.  §  P.  414.  I  Works,  vl.  224,  226. 

1  P.  2.35.  •♦  P.  309.  tt  PP-  809,  814. 
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their  federal  theology.  Such  timid  theologues  were  an  easy 
prey  to  their  Armjnian  assailaDts.  Doubtless  it  is  to  Watts 
and  Doddridge  that  President  Edwards  refers,  towards  the 
end  of  his  treatise  on  Original  Sin,  where  he  confutes  the 
opinion  of  "  two  divines  of  no  inconsiderable  note  among  the 
Dissenters  of  England,  relating  to  a  partial  imputation  of 
Adam's  sin." 

President  Edwards  fell  back  on  what  was  substantially  the 
old  doctrine  of  original  sin.  In  reading  his  discussion  we  seem 
to  be  carried  back  to  Aquinas  and  Augustine.  His  original 
speculations  are  to  support  this  doctrine,  but  they  do  not 
materially  modify  it.  It  is  true  that  he  calls  Adam  our  federal 
head,  but  the  covenant  is  only  "  a  sovereign,  gracious  establish- 
ment," going  beyond  mere  justice,  and  promising  rewards  to 
Adam  and  his  posterity,  in  case  he  should  obey,  to  which 
neither  he  or  they  could  lay  claim.*  What  he  attempts  to 
make  ont  is  a  true  and  real  participation  in  the  first  sin.  The 
human  species  rebelled  against  God,  and  that  act,  as  far  as  tlie 
morality  of  it  is  concerned,  is  ours  riot  less  than  Adam's. 
There  is  a  consent  to  it,  or  a  concurrence  in  it,  on  our  part. 
The  first  rising  of  a  sinful  inclination  is  this  consent  and  con- 
currence ;  and  our  guilt  for  tliis  first  rising  of  sinful  inclination 
is  identical  with  our  guilt  for  Adam's  sin.  There  is  not  a 
double  guilt,  as  if  two  things  were  "  distinctly  imputed  and 
charged  upon  men  in  the  sight  of  God."  We  really  constitute 
with  Adam  one  complex  person — one  moral  whole;  as  truly 
80  as  if  we  coexisted  with  him  in  time^  and  were  physically 
united  to  him  as  the  members  of  the  body  are  to  the  head. 
^''ThQ  first  existing  of  a  corrupt  disposition  is  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  sin  distinct  from  their  participation  of  Adam's  first 
sin.  It  is  as  it  were  the  extended  pollution  of  that  sin  through 
the  whole  tree,  by  virtue  of  the  constituted  union  of  the 
branches  with  the  root ;  or  the  inherence  of  the  sin  of  that 
head  of  the  species  in  the  members,  in  their  consent  and  con- 
currence with  the  head  in  that  first  act."t  In  saying  that  this 
is  a  constituted  union,  Edwards  does  not  mean  that  it  is  arti- 
ficial, unreal,  or  merely  legal.     It  depends,  to  be  sure,  on  the 

*  Edwards  (Dwight's  ed.)  II,  648.  f  P-  *^*'*- 
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will  of  God,  but  not  more  bo  than  does  the  accepted  fact  of 
personal  identity.  It  is  a  divine  constitution,  but  it  is  natural— 
a  constitution  of  nature.  The  first  depravity  of  heart  and  the 
imputation  of  Adam's  sin,  "  are  both  the  consequences  of  that 
established  union  ;  but  yet  in  such  order  that  the  evil  disposi- 
tion is^r*^,  and  the  charge  of  guilt  coiiseqttetit^  as  it  was  in  the 
case  of  Adam  himself."  Depravity,  as  an  established  principle, 
unlike  the  first  rising  of  depravity  in  the  soul,  "  is  a  conse- 
qicence  and  punishment  of  the  first  apostasy  thus  participated, 
and  brings  new  guilt."  Our  share  in  the  first  sin  is  really  the 
same  as  if  we  were  parts  of  Adam,  "all  jointly  participating 
and  all  concurring,  as  one  whole^  in  the  disposition  and  action 
of  the  head."  It  will  be  seen  that  the  conception  of  Edwards 
is  very  like  that  of  Aquinas.  One  original  point  in  Edwards's 
explication  of  the  subject  is  the  careful  distinction  between  the 
fi/rst  rising  or  manifestation  of  sinful  inclination  in  the  soul, 
and  the  same  as  an  established  principle.  Had  this  distinction 
been  explicitly  made  by  Placeeus,  and  by  advocates  of  mediate 
imputation  generally,  their  doctrine  would  not  have  been  mis- 
taken for  a  mere  doctrine  of  hereditary  sin.  Edwards  presents 
a  philosophical  theory  and  defense  of  participation.  His  aim 
is  to  show  that  it  is  no  absurd  or  impossible  thing  for  ^^the 
race  of  mankind  truly  to  partake  of  the  sin  of  the  first 
apostasy,  so  that  this,  in  reality  and  propriety,  shall  become 
their  sin  ;"  "  and  therefore  the  sin  of  the  apostasy  is  not  theirs 
merely  because  God  imputes  it  to  them  ;  but  it  is  truly  and 
properly  theirs,  and  on  that  ground  God  imputes  it  to  them."* 

In  New  England,  among  the  followers  of  Edwards,  only  so 
much  of  his  theory  was  retained  as  asserted  an  infallible  con- 
nection, in  virtue  of  an  established  constitution,  between 
Adam's  first  sin  and  the  existence  of  a  sinful  inclination  in 
each  of  his  descendants.  This  sinftd  inclination  was  regarded 
not  as  a  real  participation,  but  only  as  a  virtual  or  constructive 
consent  to  the  first  sin  of  Adam.  The  doctrine  of  mere  in- 
herited depravity  on  the  one  hand,  and  Hopkinsianisra  and  the 
new-school   theology  on  the  other,   were   the  natural  conse- 

*  P.  659. 
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qucQce.  Imputation  of  Adam's  sin  was  given  ap.  On  the 
contrary,  Calvinists  of  the  Princeton  School  planted  them- 
selves on  the  federal  theory,  took  up  the  doctrine  of  Immedi- 
ate Imputation,  which  had  brought  the  English  Calvinism  of 
the  eighteenth  century  into  such  difficulties,  and  making  Tm*- 
retine  their  text-book,  waged  war  upon  the  New  England 
views,  not  wholly  sparing  Edwards  himself. 

When  we  direct  our  attention  to  the  Roman  Catholic  theology 
we  observe  that  the  doctrine  of  immediate  imputation,  which 
Abelard  and  certain  Nominalists  broached  in  the  middle  ages, 
has  found  little  favor  in  later  times,  except  among  Latitudi- 
narians.  The  orthodox  Catholic  theology — the  representatives 
of  Augustinism — have  regarded  the  whole  Federal  theory 
with  distrust  and  aversion.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  the 
Council  of  Trent  the  Federal  theory  was  brought  forward  by 
Catharinns,  the  opponent  of  Calvin,  and  a  man  who  was  all 
his  life  suspected  in  his  own  church  of  being  loose  in  his 
theology  in  relation  to  the  points  which  separated  Augustine 
from  Pelagius.  According  to  Father  Paul,  Catharinus  ex- 
plained his  opinion  to  be  that  as  "  God  made  a  covenant  with 
Abraham  and  all  his  posterity,  when  he  made  him  father  of 
the  faithful,  so  when  he  gave  original  righteousness  to  Adam 
and  to  all  mankind,  he  made  him  seal  an  obligation  in  the 
name  of  all,  to  keep  it  for  himself  and  them,  observing  the 
commandments;  which,  because  he  transgressed,  he  lost,  as 
well  for  others  as  for  himself,  and  incurred  the  punishments 
also  for  them."^  Against  this  opinion  the  celebrated  champion 
of  orthodoxy,  Dominicus  Soto,  protested.f  He  distinguished 
between  the  actual  sin  of  Adam  and  the  principle  or  habit 
"  bred  in  the  mind  of  the  actor."  "This  habitual  quality,"  re- 
maining in  Adam, ''  passed  into  the  posterity,  and  is  transfused 
as  proper  unto  every  one."  "  He  compareth,"  says  Father 
Paul,  "  original  sin  to  crookedness,  as  it  is  indeed  a  spiritual 
obliquity  ;  for  the  whole  nature  of  man  being  in  Adam,  when 
he  made  himself  crooked  by  transgressing  the  precept,  the 
whole  nature  of  man,  and,  by  consequent,  every  particular 


*  We  quote  from  the  old  English  translation  of  Father  Paal's  History  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  pp.  175,  177.  1 1'^^- 
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person  remained  crooked,  not  by  the  cnrvity  of  Adam,  but  by 
his  own,  by  which  he  is  truly  crooked  and  a  sinner,  until  be 
be  straightened  by  the  grace  of  God."  Afterwards,  Father 
Paul  observes  that  the  opinion  of  Catharinus  was  best  under- 
stood, *'  because  it  was  expressed  by  a  political  conceit  of  a 
bargain  made  by  one  for  his  posterity,  which  being  trans 
gressed,  they  are  all  undoubtedly  bound  ;  and  many  of  the 
fathers  did  favor  that ;  but  perceiving  the  contradiction  of  the 
other  divines,  they  durst  not  receive  it."  In  his  theological 
writings,  composed  after  the  Council,  Soto  opposed  the  cove- 
nant theory  and  defended  pure  Angustinism.  Bellarmine  de- 
clares that  the  Council  intended  to  condemn  the  doctrine  of 
Pighius  and  Catharinus,  who  denied  that  innate  depravity  is 
properly  sinful.  This  great  expounder  of  Catholic  theology 
maintains  that  the  first  sin  of  Adam  was  generic.  ''There 
could  not  be  anything  in  infants,"  he  says,  "  of  the  nature  of 
sin,  unless  they  were  participant  in  the  first  sin  of  Adam."* 
This  sin  is  imputed  to  all,  who  are  born  of  Adam,  since  all, 
existing  in  the  loins  of  Adam,  in  him  and  by  him  sinned, 
when  he  6inned."t 

By  common  consent  of  Protestants,  Jansenius  is  considered 
to  have  been,  on  the  Catholic  side  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, the  moat  faithfiil  follower  of  Augustine.  He  read  all 
the  writings  of  Augustine  seventeen  times,  and  his  copious 
work  on  this  Father  was  the  fruit  of  his  devoted  labors.  Now, 
Jansenius  opposes  the  Covenant  theory  with  all  his  might,  as 
being  at  war  with  Augustinian  theology.  Recent  theologians 
have  invented  that  theory,  he  says.  They  could  not  have  ex- 
cogitated anything  more  foreign  to  Augustine's  thoughts, 
more  absurd  in  relation  to  his  system,  or  more  repugnant  to 
his  principles.:^  Augustine  held  that  the  greatness  of  the  first 
sin  is  the  cause  of  the  corruption  of  nature  and  of  the  trans- 
mission of  corruption  ;  and  so  that  "  all  things  take  place  by 
no  agreement,  but  happen  from  the  nature  of  tilings,  because 
the  children  are  said  to  have  sinned  in  the  parent  and  to  have 
been  one  with  l>im."§    "  In  Augustine's  view  nothing  else  is 

*  Vol.  III.  Cont.  II.,  Lib.  V.  o.  XTui.  f  Ibid,,  c  xiii. 

X  Jansenius,  Augwtimis  (Lonvain  1640)  T.  II.  p.  208.  g  Ibid.,  p.  211. 
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original  sin,  but  concupiscence  with  guilt."  Jansenins  declares 
that  nobody  ever  had  so  wild  a  dream  as  to  imagine  that  this 
great  depravation  of  human  nature  comes  upon  men  from  some 
agreement  made  by  God  with  their  parents,  or  is  propagated 
by  the  positive  law  or  will  of  God.*  Augustine,  he  says,  never 
resorted  to  any  compacts  or  positive  laws  of  God  for  the  ex- 
plication of  this  subject.  It  was  through  tjie  nature  of  things, 
in  Augustine's  view,  that  the  first  great  sin,  together  with 
human  nature,  pass  to  the  posterity  of  Adam.f  We  could 
quote  from  Jansenius  pages  of  argument  and  warm  denuncia- 
tion directed  against  the  Federal  theory.  It  is  not  merely  the 
idea  of  imputation  without  inherent  sin — the  notion  of 
Pighius  and  Catharinus — that  he  opposes,  but  also  the  whole 
conception  of  a  covenant  with  Adam,  entailing  a  curse  on  his 
posterity.  The  significance  and  importance  of  bis  sentiments 
on  this  subject,  theological  scholars  will  at  once  comprehend. 
He  considers  the  Federal  hypothesis  an  innovation,  hostile  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Augustinian  doctrine. 

Here  we  pause  in  this  historical  investigation.  It  is  clear 
to  us,  first,  that  the  prevailing  doctrine,  down  to  a  comparatively 
recent  period,  made  the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin  and  inher- 
ent depravity,  each  the  inseparable  condition  of  the  other,  in- 
stead of  regarding  the  latter  merely  as  the  penal  consequence 
of  the  former ;  and,  secondly,  that  real  participation  in  the 
first  sin  formed  tbe  groundwork  of  imputation,  the  covenant 
hypothesis  without  participation  being  a  later  notion,  the  oft- 
spring  of  the  false  and  untenable  philosophy  which  supra  lap- 
sarian  theologians  vainly  endeavored  to  establish  in  the  Re- 
formed Church. 

We  subjoin  a  brief  statement  of  objections  to  the  theory  of 
immediate  imputation  on  the  federal  basis. 

1.  The  Scriptural  argument  for  this  theory  will  not  bear  ex- 
amination. The  relation  to  God  under  which  Adam  was 
placed  is  never  called  in  the  Scriptures  a  covenant.  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  theory  pretend  to  adduce  but  one  passage  where 
it  is  thus  called, — Hosea  vi.  7 ;  but  this  passage  is   correctly 

•  Ibid.,  p.  247.  t  IWd.,  p.  246. 
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rendered  in  our  version  as  follows :  "  For  they  like  men  "— 
not  like  Adam^  which  is  the  other  rendering — "  have  trans- 
gressed the  covenant."  The  offense  of  Ephraim  and  Judah 
is  an  example  of  a  common  species  of  depravity.  It  is  not 
claimed  that  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  contain  any  refer- 
ence to  a  Covenant  with  Adam  or  to  a  vicarious  office  such  as 
the  doctrine  of  immediate  imputation  attributes  to  him.  If 
this  doctrine  is  one  of  so  vast  consequence  in  the  Christian 
system,  it  is  astonishing  that  the  founder  of  Christianity  shoald 
make  no  mention  of  it.  The  circumstance  that  the  same 
penalties  which  are  threatened  to  Adam,  likewise  fall  upon 
his  descendants,  proves  nothing  to  the  purpose.  In  whatever 
way  tliey  become  sinful,  these  penalties  are  appropriately  in- 
flicted on  them.  If  it  is  said  by  Paul  (1  Cor.  xv.  21,  22,  47), 
that  all  die  "  in  Adam,"  this  is  not  saying  that  their  death  is 
the  penalty  of  his  sin.  They  die  because  they  are  the  children 
of  Adam,  but  how  this  takes  place,  or  the  causal  nexus  be- 
tween the  two  facts,  is  not  given.  The  real  stronghold— if  it 
can  be  called  a  stronghold — of  the  imputation  theory  is  Romans 
v.  12  seq.  We  have  not  room  to  examine  this  passage  in  detail 
The  stress  of  the  argument  of  the  advocates  of  this  theory, 
rests  finally  on  the  Apostle's  statement  that  ^^  condemnation  " 
comes  upon  men  ''  by  one  that  sinned  "  and  "  by  the  offense 
of  one,"  or  by  one  offense.  But  the  Apostle's  declaration 
holds  good,  if  the  transgression  of  Adam  brought  mankind 
into  a  state  of  condemnation,  whether  this  result  was  thrv^ogh 
their  own  depravity  or  not.  The  great  thought  of  Paul  is 
that  Adam  ruined  the  race,  and  Christ  saved  it.  Our  con- 
demnation is  traceable  to  one,  our  justification  to  the  other* 
Intermediate  agencies  and  proximate  causes  are  left  out  of  con- 
sideration. The  manner  in  which  the  advocates  of  immediate 
imputation  interpret  these  words  of  Paul  reminds  one  of 
Luther's  iteration  of  the  **  hoc  est  meum  corpus  "  in  his  con- 
troversy with  Zwingle.  It  is  an  example  of  that  rather  frigid 
style  of  exegesis,  by  which  transubstantiation  and  consub- 
Btantiation  became  dogmas  in  large  portions  of  the  Church. 

2.  The  extreme  form  of  the  doctrine  of  Imputation,  which 
is  in  vogue  at  present,  involves  its  advocates  in  the  inconsist- 
ency of  supposing  that  there  is  a  sin  for  which  we  are  respon- 
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sible  in  the  fall  legal  sense — as  truly  so  as  was  its  perpetra- 
tor,— but  which  does  not  bring  on  ns,  of  itself,  eternal  panish- 
ment.  Calvin  and  most  of  the  old  theologians  were  consistent 
in  holding  that  the  penalty  could  not  be  inflicted  on  us  for 
Adam's  sin  alone,  apart  from  inherent  depravity ;  for  they  held 
that  imputation  is  impossible  apart  from  inherent  depravity. 
Bat  the  Princeton  writers,  separating  the  one  from  the  other 
and  making  inherent  depravity  merely  the  punishment  of  sin 
imputed,  still  make  this  depravity  the  necessary  condition  of 
the  infliction  of  eternal  death.  Why?  Did  not  Adam  deserve 
this  penalty  for  that  first  act  alone?  Is  not  our  responsibility 
for  it  as  great  as  his  ?  Why  would  it  not  be  just  to  inflict 
eternal  death  upon  us  for  imputed  sin  alone  ?  What  a  strange 
theory  !  Here  is  a  sin  in  which  we  had  no  real  part,  for  which 
we  are  not  regarded  with  moral  disapprobation,  which  we  are 
not  bound  to  repent  of,  and  which  does  not  bring  on  us,  as  a 
direct  penal  consequence,  eternal  death ;  and  yet  it  is  a  sin  for 
which  we  are  legally  responsible, — as  truly  so  as  the  individual 
who  committed  it ! 

3.  Tlie  Covenant  hypothesis,  regarded  as  a  solution  of  the 
problem  of  sin,  wears  a  superficial  character.  It  is  one  of  those 
artificial  solutions  of  great  moral  and  social  problems,  which 
remove  difiiculties  in  too  easy  a  manner,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  raise  diflSculties  greater  than  those  they  remove.  There 
is  a  striking  analogy  between  this  hypothesis  and  tlie  social 
compact  theory  of  government,  wliich  was  the  product  of  the 
same  age.  A  covenant  between  individuals  was  declared  to 
be  the  foundation  of  civil  society,  and  the  obligation  of  civil 
obedience  was  made  to  rest  on  this  imaginary  contract.  Cer- 
tain pei-plexing  questions  appeared  to  be  solved  by  this  hypo- 
thesis, which  was  a  mere  legal  fiction,  and  accordingly  its  mis- 
chievous bearing  in  other  respects  was  overlooked. 

The  theoretical  defenses  of  the  federal  hypothesis  are  weak 
enough.  It  is  objected  to  the  doctrine  that  men  infallibly  be- 
come sinners  in  consequence  of  Adam's  sin,  through  a  sovereign 
constitution — the  idea  of  New  England  theology — that  this 
doctrine  attributes  too  much  to  the  will  of  God.  We  will  not 
here  discuss  the  New  England  view;  but,  strange  to  say,  this 
objection  comes  from  those  who  found  the  Covenant  itself  on 
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nothing  better.  They  hold  that  men  are  judicially  condemned 
to  be  sinners,  and  to  endure  the  panalty  of  sin  ;  but  when  we 
ask  for  the  ground  of  this  condemnation  we  are  referred  to  the 
Covenant,  and  when  we  inquire  into  the  justice  of  the  Cove- 
nant, wo  are  thrown  back  on  the  sovereignty  of  God.  They 
seek  to  remove  a  difficulty  by  creating  another,  only  one  step 
distant,  of  a  more  formidable  character.  It  is  better,  with 
Augustine,  to  leave  some  questions  unanswered  than  ro  solve 
them  by  inventing  hypotheses  which  are  in  open  conflict  with 
proper  conceptions  of  the  divine  justice. 

The  most  plausible  defense  of  tlie  Covenant  hypothesis  is 
that  founded  on  scientia  media,  God  foresaw  that  the  de- 
scendants of  Adam,  if  they  were  to  be  tried  individually,  would 
do  no  better  than  he,  his  inducements  to  right  action  being 
greater  than  theirs  would  be ;  and,  therefore,  determined  to 
treat  them  judicially  according  to  his  conduct.  The  scientia 
merlia^  in  such  applications  of  it,  is  an  exploded  principle.  It 
might  as  well  be  argued  that  because  God  foresaw  that  Adam 
and  his  posterity  would  be  sinners,  it  would  be  just  for  hino  to 
condemn  them  all  and  punish  them  eternally,  without  any 
probation  whatsoever. 

The  analogy  of  Christ's  work  is  pleaded  in  support  of  the 
theory  in  question.  But  Owen,  as  we  have  seen,  makes  the 
relation  of  Christ,  as  the  author  of  benefits  to  his  people,  an 
exception  to  the  ordinary  rule  of  the  divine  administration,  and 
a  case  by  itself.  Not  to  insist  on  the  propriety  of  this  distinc 
tion,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  argument  from  the  analogy 
of  Christ's  work  depends  wholly  on  the  idea  that  distributive 
justice  is  satisfied  by  the  atonement,  so  that  the  believer,  apart 
from  the  consideration  of  the  promise  to  him,  could  not  be 
justly  condemned.  To  identify  the  scriptural  and  orthodox 
conception  of  expiation  with  the  last  proposition  is  simply  pre- 
posterous. 

4.  The  doctrine  of  immediate  imputation,  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  now  held,  involves,  by  necessary  inference,  the 
proposition  that  God  is  the  author  of  sin.  It  is  held  that,  on 
account  of  Adam's  sin,  God  withdraws  from  the  soul,  from  the 
moment  of  its  creation — that  is,  never  imparts  to  the  soul— 
the  grace,  without  which  it  cannot  but  sin.     It  is  thus  rendered 
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sinful,  prior  to  moral  choice — prior  to  the  knowledge  of  moral 
distinctions.  It  is  vain  to  urge  that  the  act  of  God  is  of  a 
negative  character.  What  He  does  renders  the  effect  inevit- 
able. It  is  vain  to  say  that  the  faculties  of  agency  remain.  By 
the  supposition,  it  is  just  as  impossible,  from  the  moment  of 
creation,  to  be  holy  as  to  see  without  light  or  to  breathe  with- 
out air.  To  suppose  a  man  to  be  holy  is  even  more  absurd, 
for,  on  the  withdrawal  of  grace,  the  powers  of  the  soul  neces- 
sarily fall  into  disorder  and  corruption.  We  do  not  see  how 
the  conclnsioH  can  be  avoided,  that  God  is  the  author  of  sin. 

5.  The  imputation  theory  makes  sin  the  penalty  of  sin,  in  a 
way  which  the  Church  has  never  countenanced.     I  am  con- 
demned to  be  sinful,  as  a  punishment  for  the  sin  of  Adam,  who 
is  called  my  representative.     I  had  no  real  agency,  it  is  asserted, 
in  that  sin.     But  sin  is  inflicted  on  me  as  a  penalty  for  an- 
other's act.    Now,  this  theory  is  totally  different  from  the  old 
view   that  a  wrong-doer  ftistens  on  himself  a  habit  which  be- 
comes too  strong  for  him  to  cast  off;  so  that  his  sin  becomes 
hiB  punishment.    The  theory  of  immediate  Imputation  makes 
sin  to  be  inflicted  on  them  who  are  not  wrong-doers.     They 
are  sinful  in  pursuance  of  an  ante-natal  condemnation, — ante- 
natal, and  of  an  earlier  date  than  their  creation.    The  Augus- 
tinian  doctrine  holds  that  native  depravity  is  both  sin  and 
punishment ;  but  it  professes  to  bring  this  birth-sin  under  the 
great  law  of  habit,  to  which  we  have  just  adverted.     We  sinned 
in  Adam  and  brought  on  ourselves,  as  individuals,  the  sinful 
bondage  to  evil  in  which  we  are  born.     It  is  thus  widely  at 
variance  with  the  modern  theory,  according  to  which  we  are 
slaves  of  sin  for  an  act  which  we  are  not  to  blame  for  and  with 
which  we  had  nothing  to  do.    The  agency  of  God  in  relation 
to  the  existence  of  sin  is  discussed  by  President  Edwards  in  his 
treatise  on  Original  Sin ;  and  he  makes  the  precise  distinction 
which  we  have  made  here.    The  continuance  of  a  state  of  de- 
pravity according  to  a  settled  course  of  nature,  is  one  thing ; 
the  origination  of  such  a  state  in  an  individual  is  quite  another 
thing.    This  is  to  charge  Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity.     The 
statement  and  admission  of  this  distinction  leads  Edwards  to 
introduce,  at  this  point  in  his  discussion,  the  realistic  view  of 
our  connection  with  Adam,  whereby  his  act  is  made  to  be  ours 
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also,  and  thus  to  be  a  just  cause  of  onr  inherent  depravity  from 
birth. 

6.  The  theory  of  immediate  Imputation  is  incompatible  with 
a  right  conception  of  the  nature  of  sin.  Princeton  essays  in  sup- 
port of  tliis  theory  make  much  use  of  President  Edwards's  prop- 
osition that  the  virtuousness  or  viciousness  of  acts  of  the  will  or 
dispositions  of  the  heart  lies  not  in  their  cause,but  their  nature. 
Without  assenting  to  everything  tliat  Edwards  teaches  under 
this  head,  we  ful  y  accord  with  his  main  idea  that  blame  and 
praise  belong  to  acts  and  states  of  the  will,  and  not  to  anything 
antecedent,  to  which  they  are  in  some  sense  due.  In  the  chap- 
ter referred  to,  he  is  prosecuting  his  old  crusade  against  the 
notion  of  choosing  choices.  But  he  guards  his  own  meaning 
in  the  following  remark :  "  As  the  phrase,  heing  the  author^ 
may  be  understood,  not  of  being  the  producer  by  an  antecedent 
act  of  will ;  but  as  a  person  may  be  said  to  be  the  author  of  the 
act  of  will  itself,  by  his  being  the  immediate  agent,  or  the  being 
that  is  acting^  or  in  exercise  in  that  act ;  if  the  phrase,  heing  the 
author^  is  used  to  signify  this,  then  doubtless  common  een^e 
requires  men  being  [to  be]  the  authors  of  their  own  acts  of 
will,  in  order  to  their  being  esteemed  worthy  of  praise  or  dis- 
praise on  account  of  them."  Men  are  responsible,  according 
to  Edwards,  for  their  evil  native  character,  or  state  of  will, 
because  they  produced  it  through  the  generic  act — the  act  of 
the  race — in  Adam.  Whether  that  first  sin  was  thus  generic 
and  whether  if  it  were  so,  it  would  justify  the  consequences 
just  stated — whether,  in  other  words,  a  generic  act  of  this  sort 
may,  according  to  a  righteous  order,  entail  guilt  on  the  indi- 
vidual and  engender  sinful  character  prior  to  an  act  of  indi- 
vidual self-determination — we  shall  not  here  inquire.  But 
this  is  manifest,  that  Edwards,  like  the  Augustinians,  supposed 
that  an  act  of  sin  in  which  we  truly  and  really  took  part  is  the 
indispensable  condition  of  native  guilt  and  depravity.  This 
condition  the  doctrine  of  immediate  imputation  on  the  federal 
basis  sweeps  away.  We  are  made  to  have  a  habit  of  sin  from 
the  outset,  with  no  prior  act  of  sin  on  our  part,  out  of  which  it 
grew.  This  violates  the  fundamental  conception  of  holy  and 
sinful  character,  which  both  the  Scripturee  and  the  common 
sense  of  mankind  decisively  sanction. 
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Abticlb  III.— divorce. 

PABT  V.—DIVORCE  AND  DIVORCE  LAWS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  propose,  in  the  present  Article,  to  give  some  account  of 
the  state  of  divorce  in  our  own  country.  A  full  view  of  this 
subject  would  embrace  the  law  of  divorce,  the  procedure  of 
the  courts  in  such  cases,  and  the  statistics  of  the  subject.  The 
last  head  ought  to  include  the  number  of  applications  granted, 
the  causes  for  which  they  were  granted,  and  the  number  re- 
fused. In  this  broad  field  the  materials  are  either  too  many  or 
too  few,  or  lie  outside  of  our  appropriate  province.  The  law 
of  divorce  must  be  gathered  from  the  statutes  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  independent  lawmaking  bodies,  which  are  not  un- 
frequently  changing  their  legislation,  so  that  supplement  after 
supplenent  must  be  consulted  to  find  out  what  is  the  last 
wisdom  of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The  procedure 
of  the  courts  belongs  chiefly  to  the  domain  of  lawyers,  and  is 
of  use  in  our  investigations  only  so  far  as  it  afiects  the 
facility  of  obtaining  divorce  and  opens  a  temptation  to  dis- 
contented hnsbends  or  wives.  The  statistics  are  meagre ;  there 
are  none  known  to  us  of  the  number  of  rejected  petitions  save 
in  a  single  instance ;  and  few  of  the  States  have  published 
tables  of  the  applications  granted.  The  great  State  of  New 
York,  for  instance,  still  allows  this  information  to  lie  buried  in 
the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  sixty  counties.  It  will  not  be 
strange  then,  especially  as  statistical  science  is  as  yet  new  and 
imperfect  in  this  country,  if  our  exhibition  of  this  part  of  the 
subject,  although  presenting  some  important  results,  shall  be 
judged  to  be  unsatisfactory.  It  is  so  to  ourselves,  and  we  re- 
gard this  essay  rather  as  breaking  a  path  for  others,  than  as 
having  in  itself  a  permanent  value.  May  we  not  hope  that 
some  member  of  the  new  and  vigorous  society  of  Social 
Science  will  take  up  this  subject  and  bring  to  light  something 
more  complete. 
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The  first  point  to  which  we  call  attention,  is  the  divorce 
laws  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union.  Here  to  avoid  end- 
less repetition  we  shall  endeavor  to  bring  the  necessary  details 
under  afew  heads,  not  feeling  ourselves  bound  to  do  more  than  lo 
give  examples  from  classes  of  States  so  far  as  they  can  be  classified.  - 
No  such  details  are  furnished  to  us  from  others,  except  the  scanty 
ones  in  the  notes  to  Chancellor  Kent's  27th  lecture,  (Yol,  2, 
95-128).  Mr.  JBishop,  in  his  standard  work  on  marriage  and 
divorce  (4:th  ed.,  1864),  declines  setting  out  '*  in  extenso  the 
statute  laws  of  our  several  states,  relating  to  marriage  or  re- 
lating to  divorce.  Should  this  be  done,"  says  he,  "  a  great 
number  of  our  pages  would  be  occupied  with  the  work,  while 
very  little  benefit  indeed  would  result  to  the  reader.  "  But  it  is 
observable,"  he  continues,  "that  the  statutory  law  of  this 
country,  relating  to  this  subject,  seems  in  general  to  have  been 
drawn  up  by  men  who  either  did  not  possess  much  knowledge 
of  the  unwritten  law  which  governs  it,  or  did  not  regard  sach 
unwritten  law  as  worthy  to  be  considered  by  them  in  framing 
the  statutes ;  and  who,  moreover,  gave  but  little  thought  to 
the  matter  of  the  practical  working  of  the  statutes.  The  in- 
terpretations of  these  enactments,  therefore,  becomes  a  subject 
of  great  difficulty."  One  of  his  proofs  of  the  truth  of  these 
remarks  is  taken  from  the  general  statutes  of  his  own  State, 
Massachusetts,  where  there  is  a  provision  (chap.  107,  §  6)  that 
a  divorce  from  the  bond  of  matrimony  may  be  decreed  for 
advltery  ov  impotency  of  either  party.  But  impotency,  to 
justify  divorce,  must  be  according  to  common  law  an  impedi- 
ment at  the  commencement  of  marriage,  rendering  it  voida- 
ble but  not  void,  while  adultery  anterior  to  marriage  is  no  cause 
of  divorce  at  all.  And  again  a  sentence  of  divorce  on  the  former 
ground  declares  that  the  marriage  was  originally  void,  bnt 
one  on  the  latter  assumes  that  the  marriage  was  originally 
valid.  Here  there  is  a  jumbling  together  of  causes-Vannulling 
and  causes  dissolving  marriage ;  and  the  same  is  true  of  the 
laws  of  many  of  the  other  States  which  speak  of  impotency 
barely,  while  other  laws  are  careful  to  define  it  as  existing 
before  marriage.  How  could  such  a  provision  be  interpreted 
without  a  knowledge  of  common  law  ?  For  under  some  codes 
impotcrUia  superveniens  may  dissolve  marriage,  and  more  fre- 
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qnentlj  a  previoiiB  adultery  renders  remarriage  unlawful,  or 
at  least  unlawful  during  the  life  of  the  innocent  party. 

Coining  now  to  the  laws  of  the  several  States  we  shall  lind 
that  in  some  of  the  oldest  ones  their  origin  has  had  important 
influence  on  legislation  down  to  the  present  time.  The  Puri- 
tans brought  English  law  with  them,  but  separated  from  it  in 
the  matter  of  divorce,  by  following,  as  they  supposed,  the  rules 
of  the  New  Testament.  Adultery  and  desertion  were  thus  the 
only  causes  of  divorce,  and  from  this  beginning  their  legisla- 
tion, following  the  analogy  between  desertion  and  certain 
other  kindred  oflfenses,  degenerated  until  it  lost  sight  of  the 
New  Testament  entirely.  Otlier  colonies  adhered  more  nearly 
t-o  English  law,  or,  as  Maryland,  may  have  been  influenced  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  doctrine  of  marriage  and  so  confined 
divorce  within  narrower  limits.  Louisiana  has  been  subject  to 
varying  forces  in  the  transition  from  a  dependency  of  France 
and  Spain  to  the  complete  American  character.  In  the  newer 
States  various  concurrent  influences  may  have  shaped  the 
divorce  laws,  such  as  the  views  of  some  prominent  man  among 
the  earlier  settlers,  and  the  origin,  foreign  or  domestic,  of 
large  classes  of  their  inhabitants. 

At  first  divorces  were  mainly,  if  not  exclusively,  granted  by 
an  act  of  a  colonial  legislature  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
then  and  until  recently  existing  in  England.  In  the  "  general 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  Massachusetts  colony "  printed  in 
1672,  there  is  no  mention  made  of  divorce.  In  the  laws  pub- 
lished in  1699,  the  only  provision  we  find  in  relation  to  divorce 
is  that  all  controversies  concerning  marriage  and  divorce  shall 
be  heard  and  determined  by  the  Governor  and  Council.  Kent 
states  in  regard  to  more  recent  times,  that  the  constitutions  of 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi  allowed  divorce  only  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature  after  trial 
and  verdict  of  a  superior  court,  or  a  court  of  chancery.  But 
later  constitutions  have,  in  all  these  States,  rendered  such  ac- 
tions of  the  lawmaking  body  unnecessary,  if  not  forbidden  its 
exercise  altogether.  He  adds  that  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina,  the  legislature  and  not  the  courts  had  power 
to  decree  divorce.  In  Connecticut  and  New  York,  where  the 
courts  had  jurisdiction,  it  was  not  exclusive,   but   the  legisla- 
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tures  of  theae  States  occasionally  made  use  of  this  power 
down  to  1839-1840.  "  In  1836  divorces  a  vinculo  were  graut- 
ed  by  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  without  any  cause  assigned, 
and  in  1837  by  that  of  Missouri."  But  the  evils  and  the 
questionable  right  of  such  special  legislation  have  in  great 
measure  put  an  end  to  it.  Such  special  legislation  is  now 
prohibited  by  the  constitutions  of  at  least  twenty-three  of  the 
States,  among  the  rest  by  that  of  New  York  framed  in  1846 ; 
and  almost  all  the  recent  constitutions  contain  similar  restric- 
tions.* Yet  this  way  of  granting  divorces  has  not  wholly  dis- 
api>eared.  In  1865  an  act  of  tlie  loyal  body  then  claiming  to 
represent  Virginia  divorced  a  woman  in  Norfolk  county  from 
her  husband  ;  the  same  thing  took  place  in  Maine  last  year 
(1867) ;  Pennsylvania  still  adheres  to  such  legislation  within  the 
limits  of  a  constitutional  provision,  ^^  that  the  legislatnfe  shall 
not  have  power  to  enact  laws  annulling  the  contract  of  mar- 
riage, in  any  case  where  by  law  the  courts  of  the  common- 
wealth are,  or  may  be  hereafter,  empowered  to  grant  divorce  f 
and  while  we  write  there  is  a  petition  before  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Connecticut,  to  dissolve  marriage  in  a  case  not 
included  within  the  general  statute.  Such  acts  have  occupied 
the  ground  as  well  of  sentences  of  nullity  as  of  divorce  proper 
and  of  separation  from  bed  and  board.  This,  we  believe,  is  a 
broader  field  than  the  English  parliament  went  over  in  their 
special  acts  of  divorce  legislation.  And  yet  in  England  the 
occasion  for  this  kind  of  legislative  intervention  was  greater, 
and  the  power  to  exercise  it  clearer.  It  has  been  contended 
that  such  acts  violate  the  Constitution  t)f  the  United  States  by 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  that  they  are  retrospect- 
ive, and  that  they  confound  the  functions  of  the  lawmaker 
with  those  of  the  judge.  But  if  they  merely  declare  aeon 
tract  broken,  they  do  not  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts 
nor  take  the  shape  of  ex  post  facto  legislation  ;  and  if  they  are 
confined   to  cases  of  an   extraordinary  character,  where  the 

*  New  York  (Const  of  '46).  N.  Jersey  ('44),  Maryland  C^^),  West  ViipDU 
('61-8),  Florida  ('66),  Alabama  (f),  Mississippi  (*82),  Louisiana  ('64),  Tennessee 
('89>66),  Texas  (*66),  Michigan  ('50),  Minnesota  ('67>68),  Wisconsin  ('48),  Indiint 
('61),  IlUnois  C47-48),  Iowa  ('67),  Missonii  ('65),  Eentncky  ('60),  Kansas  069). 
Nebraska  0^7),  Nevada  f  64),  California  C49X  Oregon  ('67X 
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courts  could  not  well  provide  a  remedy,  they  involve  no  con- 
fiision  of  governmental  functions.  Still  tliey  are  on  more  than 
one  acconnt  undesirable.* 

Tlie  States  of  the  Union,  if  looked  at  with  reference  to  their 
divorce  laws,  may  be  divided  into  those  which  provide  both 
tor  absolute  divorce  and  for  separation  from  bed  and  board, 
and  those  which  know  nothing  of  the  last  mentioned  pro- 
cedure. They  may  also  be  loosely  divided  into  those  which 
liave  more  closely  followed  English  law,  and  those  which 
have  multiplied  the  causes  of  divorce  without  any  precedent 
drawn  from  the  fatherland,  if  they  did  not  long  ago  start  from 
a  standing  point  which  was  not  English.  Some  influence  on 
legislation  in  certain  States  may  be  due  to  Scotch  law  which 
grants  divorce  in  cases  of  desertion,  and  some  perhaps  to  the 
laws  of  Germany.  Louisiana  has  a  position  of  its  own,  as 
showing  a  marked  influence  of  French  law,  which  is  shaped 
to  suit  its  peculiar  condition. 

We  have  examined  the  statutes  of  about  twenty-three  States, 
including  nearly  all  the  older  ones,  and  in  sixteen  of  these  both 
absolute  and  qualified  divorces  are  now  authorized.  The 
States  which  know  nothing  of  separation  from  bed  and  board, 
such  as  Connecticut,  Ohio,  S.  Carolina,  Indiana,  and,  if  we  are 
not  in  an  error,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  represent  the  earlier  usage 
of  the  older  colonies.  This  separation  by  the  civil  code  of 
Louisiana  (ed.  of  1857)  is  necessary  as  a  forerunner  of  divorce 
proper,  in  all  cases  except  where  adultery  or  sentence  of  in- 
famous punishment  is  the  ground  for  the  petition  to  the  court. 
In  some  States  separation  from  bed  and  board  may  be  pro- 
nounced by  decree  of  court  temporary  or  perpetual ;  it  may  be 
revoked  by  a  formal  judicial  act ;  it  is  generally  confined  to 
certain  crimes,  such  as  cruelty,  or  drunkenness,  or  neglect  to 
maintain  a  wife ;  but  in  other  States,  such  as  Rhode  Island  and 
Kentucky,  it  can  be  granted  for  any  crime  which  is  a  cause  of 
divorce  a  vinculo^  if  the  parties  desire  it,  and   the  court  think 


*  Chancellor  Eeo^  Mr.  Bishop,  and  others  hold  the  doctrine  here  given.  Mr. 
Bishop  (Vol  1,  §  690)  teaches  that  while  such  acts  are  coDstitntional  for  the 
main  act  of  divorcing,  they  can  include  no  collateral  matter  such  as  a  direction 
for  the  payment  of  alimony. 
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fit,  and  for  other  causes  according  to  the  court's  discretion. 
It  may,  also,  be  followed  in  some  States  by  divorce  a  vinculo^ 
if  the  parties  are  not  reconciled  within  a  certain  period,  as 
five  or  ten  years.  These  separations  on  the  whole  must  form 
a  small  part  of  the  entire  number  annually  granted  :  in  Mas- 
sachusetts they  constituted,  between  1861  and  1865,  about 
one-fourteenth  of  all  the  divorces,  and  they  grow  in  great 
number  out  of  the  misconduct  of  husbands.  Of  course  the 
laws  make  provision  for  the  support  of  wives  and  children  in 
such  cases,  but  in  some  States,  as  New  York,  Ohio,  and  North 
Carolina,  alimony  can  also  bo  allowed  to  a  wife  without  a 
legal  separation.  The  laws  of  the  last  named  State  authorize 
the  courts  to  decree  divorce  or  separation  from  bed  and  board, 
or  alimony  if  no  more  be  demanded,  whenever  any  just  cause 
of  divorce  exists,  thus  constituting  a  third  grade  of  release  from 
married  society  as  one  de  facto  without  bringing  it  into  the 
forms  of  jural  separation.* 

I  We  proceed  now  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  leading  provisions 
of  legislation  in  this  country  with  regard  to  divorce  in  general, 
beginning  with  those  States  which  have  kept  closest  to  the 
English  usage.  Here  South  Carolina  may  stand  at  the  head,  a 
State  in  which  no  case  of  divorce  ever  came  before  the  courts, 
and  no  divorce  was  ever  granted  by  the  legislature,  and  which, 
having  had  with  its  old  established  church  no  ecclesiastical 
courts,  never  granted  separation  from  bed  and  board.  This 
state  of  things  has  continued  until  the  present  time.  The  new 
constitution,  now  before  Congress  for  its  approval,  ordains  that 
"  divorces  from  the  bond  of  matrimony  shall  not  be  allowed 
but  by  the  judgment  of  a  court,  as  shall  be  prescribed  bylaw." 
As  the  structure  of  society  has  undergone  a  vast  change  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  the  State  will  ere  long  probably 
differ  but  little  in  its  legislation  from  its  neighboring  sisters. 
The  causes  of  the  past  attitude  of  South  Carolina  in  regard  to  di 
vorce  have  been  the  original  form  of  civil  government,  the  old 
established  church  and  state  pride  which  long  manifested 
itself  in  unwillingness  to  follow  the  lead  of  others,  rather  than 

*  See  Bi»hop,  Book  V.  Cbap.  80  and  31. 
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aDj  strong  religioas  feeling  or  regard  for  the  supposed  doctrines 
of  the  New  Testament.  As  a  slave  State  it  has  winked  at 
concnbinage,  and  the  white  wife  has  often  had  to  endure  the 
infidelity  of  her  hasband,  as  something  inevitable,  which  no 
law  could  remedy  and  which  public  opinion  did  not  severely 
rebuke.  "  Not  only  is  adultery  not  indictable  there,"  says 
Mr.  Bishop,  '*  but  the  legislature  has  found  it  necessary  to 
regulate  by  statute  bow  large  a  proportion  a  married  man 
may  give  of  his  property  to  his  concubine  "  (i.  §  38).  From 
the  same  author  we  quote  the  following  words  of  Judge  Watts 
of  the  State  Court,  delivered  from  the  bench,  showing  tliat  the 
jurists  do  not  regard  the  system  as  wholly  good,  and  as  deserv- 
ing of  all  the  boasts  which  have  been  spent  upon  it.  ''  In 
this  country,  where  divorces  are  not  allowed  for  any  cause 
whatever,  we  sometimes  see  men  of  excellent  characters  un- 
fortunate in  their  marri-tges,  and  virtuous  women  abandoned 
or  driven  away  houseless  by  their  luisbands,  who  would  be 
doomed  to  celibacy  and  solitude,  if  they  did  not  form  connec- 
tions which  the  law  does  not  allow,  and  who  make  excellent 
husbands  and  virtuous  wives  still."  Here  the  law  of  1  James 
I.  making  marriage,  while  a  wife  or  husband  is  living,  felony, 
which  was  adopted  and  inserted  among  the  old  laws  of  the 
colony,  is  practically  disregarded.  Probably  this  State  has 
been  freer  than  many  northern  ones  from  those  offenses  against 
the  laws  of  marriage  in  which  the  wife  is  a  guilty  party,  for 
the  reason  that  the  pistol  or  the  dagger  can  work  out  its  own 
justice,  but  there  has,  beyond  question,  been  a  plentiful  crop 
of  those  other  offenses  on  the  part  of  married  men,  in  wliich 
persons  of  the  interior  race  have  been  partakers  and  victims. 

New  York  is  another  of  the  States  which  has  adhered  some- 
what closely  to  English  law  in  regard  to  marriage  and  divorce. 
Whether  before  the  transfer  of  New  Netherlands  by  the  peace 
of  Breda  from  the  Dutch  to  the  English  in  1671,  the  Dutch 
law,  allowing  divorce  for  adultery  and  desertion,  was  put  in 
practice,  we  are  unable  to  say,  but  from  this  time  until  the 
revolution  no  divorce  was  granted  in  the  colony,  which  had 
now  come  under  English  law  and  the  influence  of  the  English 
Church.  For  a  dozen  years  from  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, the  legislature  of  the  State  hai   alone   the  power,  after 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


524  Divorce.  [July, 

the  manner  of  the  parliament  of  England,  to  dissolve  the 
marriage  tie  by  an  act  of  special  legislation.  In  1787  a  law 
was  passed  authorizing  the  Chancellor  to  declare  marriage 
dissolved,  but  only  in  cases  of  adultery.  Afterwards  divorces 
from  bed  and  board  were  introduced :  we  find  them  mentioned 
in  the  laws  of  the  State  published  in  1813.  The  legislature 
still  intervened  by  special  acts,  but  this  power  was  taken  away 
by  the  third  State  constitution  framed  in  1846.  Amid  the 
changes  in  the  laws  and  in  the  courts  of  this  State,  the  law  of 
divorce  and  the  procedure  for  dissolving  the  marriage  tie  has 
continued  with  very  little  alteration  until  the  present  time. 
Meanwhile  English  law  has  been  essentially  altered,  but  the 
changes  have  brought  it  into  near  resemblance  to  the  law  of 
New  York  in  almost  all  essential  features.  Both  still  trea^ 
r,  adultery  as  furnishing  tcround  for  private  action  only.  Bot 
-'  the  New  York  law  has  a  decided  advantage  in  the  way  of 
protecting  public  morals  over  the  English,  as  it  prohibirs  the 
defendant  found -guilty  of  adultery  from  marrying  during  the 
lifetime  of  the  innocent  complaining  party. 

Chancellor  Kent  has  given  us  in  his  lucid  and  attractive 
way  an  exposition  of  the  law  and  procedure  in  cases  of  divorce, 
as  they  came  before  the  Court  of  Chancery,  where  he  so  ably 
presided.*  We  borrow  from  him  and  from  the  revised  statotes 
(5th  ed.)  those  particulars  which  it  seems  important  for  onr 
purpose  to  mention.  1.  If  the  offense  of  adultery  is  denied 
there  must  be  a  jury  trial ;  if  the  defendant  suffers  the  bill  to 
be  taken  pro  confeaso^  a  referee  must  be  appointed  by  tlie 
court,  and  the  cause  nmst  be  heard  on  the  proof  taken  by  him 
and  on  his  report.  2.  If  the  parties  were  married  out  of  the 
State,  it  must  be  made  to  appear  that  they  were  inhabitants 
of  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  commission  ot  the  adultery,  or 
that  the  commission  took  place  within  the  Stat«,  and  that  the  in- 
jured party  was  an  inhabitant  when  the  complaint  was  brone^ht. 
If  the  parties  were  married  within  the  State,  it  must  appear 
that  the  complainant  was  domiciled  in  the  State  at  the  time 


*  Ho  died  in  1847,  shortly  after  the  Court  of  Chancery,  as  distinct  from  the 
common  law  courts,  ceased,  according  to  the  ooostitution  of  1846,  to  hare  ex* 
istence. 
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of  the  offense  and  of  bringing  the  Buit.  Other  particulars, 
each  as  the  actions  of  the  complainant  which  may  be  a  bar  in 
the  way  of  the  petition  being  granted,  and  the  effect  of  the 
divorce  on  dower  and  on  the  husband's  right  in  his  wife's 
estate,  reappear  in  the  laws  of  many  other  States  and  need  no 
especial  mention. 

The  causes  for  which  divorce  from  bed  and  board  may  be 
granted  are  cruelty  towards  the  wife,  conduct  rendering  it  un- 
safe for  her  to  live  with  the  husband,  desertion,  willful  deser- 
tion and  refusal  to  make  provision  for  her  support.  The  com- 
plaints of  the  wife  must  be  specific,  and  may  be  dismissed  if 
the  defendant  can  bring  forward  her  ill  conduct  in  justification 
80  as  to  satisiy  the  court.  If  the  court  separates  the  parties, 
it  may  provide  for  the  support  of  the  wife  and  children  out  of 
the  husband's  estate,  and  even  if  no  decree  of  separation  be 
made,  such  order  for  the  wife's  support  may  be  passed.  The 
decree  maj^  be  perpetual  or  for  a  time,  and  may  be  revoked  by 
the  court  on  joint  application  of  the  parties  upon  evidence  of  re- 
conciliation. 

The  other  States,  which  seem  to  have  followed  English — or 
it  may  be  Catholic — views  of  divorce,  such  as  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  do  not  now  differ  essentially  from  the  mass  of  tlbeir 
sister  States ;  we  pass  them  by  therefore  to  say  a  word  in  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  divorce  in  Louisiana,  as  it  is  laid  down  in 
the  civil  code  (edition  of  1857).  The  code  declares  that  "  the 
law  considers  marriage  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  civil  con- 
tract," meaning  by  this  we  suppose  that  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  moral  and  religions  aspects  of  the  institution.  But 
when  it  goes  on  to  say  that  marriage  is  a  contract  intended  at 
its  origin  to  endure  until  the  death  of  the  contracting  parties, 
it  seems  a  little  inconsistent  with  itself,  for  whence  can  this 
indissolubility  be  derived  but  from  moral  and  religious  con- 
^Y-ttderations.  If  the  law  will  regard  nothing  to  be  marriage 
but  auch  a  permanent  relation,  it  must  be  because  concubinage 
for  a  time,  although  agreed  to  by  contract  between  the  parties, 
has  an  immoral  character.  The  law  itself  has  these  peculiari- 
ties, that  any  offense  for  which  divorce  may  be  granted,  may 
also  be  the  cause  of  separation  from  bed  and  board ;  and  that 
for  every  offense,  excepting  two,  this  separation  must  precede 
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divorce  proper  by  a  certain  length  of  time.     These  two  cauBes 
of  immediate  divorce  are  adultery  and  Bentence  of  infamouB 
punishment;  and  by  adultery  in  the  case  of  the  husband  is 
intended,  as  in  the  French  code,   his  keeping  a  concnbine  in 
the  house,  or  openly  and  publicly  elsewhere.    In  other  cases 
two  years  must  have  elapsed,  since  the  sentence  of  separation 
without  reconciliation  of  the  parties,  before  divorce  can  be 
granted.    The  remaining  causes  of  separation  mentioned  in 
the  code  are  cruel  conduct,   making  life  insupportable,  aban- 
donment, defamation,  and  attempt  of  either  party  on  the  life 
of  the  other.     A  statute  of  1827  ordains  that  no  divorce  shall 
be  granted  except  for  adultery,  infamous  punishment,  crnel 
conduct  as  above,  and  abandonment  for  five  years,  in  which 
case  summons  to  return  to  the  common  dwelling  must  be  made 
one  year  before  application  for  the  divorce.    Are  we  then  to 
understand  that  defamation  and  attempt  on  life  can  separate 
for  a  time,  but  not  dissolve  the  marriage  tie  \    As  for  the  party 
guilty  of  adultery,  it  ifi  provided   that  he  or  she  can  never 
marry  the  partner  in  crime,  without  incurring  the  penalty  of 
bigamy,  and  having  the  marriage  pronounced  null. 
yX  We  pass  now  to  the  laws  of  the  great  majority  of  the  States, 
the  reading  characteristics  of  which  are  to  grant  divorce,  or  it 
may  be  separation,  for  a  great  variety  of  offenses,  to  take  no 
account  of  religious  considerations,  and  thus  to  aim  at  remov- 
ing difficulties  which  arise  between  partners  in  marriage  in  a 
way  which  is  revolting  to  the  mass  of  Christian  people.    Add 
to  this  to  a  considerable  extent  a  great  looseness  of  procedure, 
which  in  the  extreme  instances  of  it  opens  the  door  to  greater 
evils  than  the  laws  themselves,  if  severely  applied,  would 
produce. 

J  These  lavro  furthermore  do  not  fairly  represent  the  original 
plan  of  colonial  legislation.  The  older  States  have  in  the 
course  of  time  fallen  far  below  the  strictness  of  their  ancient 
laws,  and  the  new  have  started  from  the  lower  position  on  a 
dovmward  road.  It  was  natural  for  Maryland  at  first  to  be 
under  the  influence  of  the  Catholic  doctrine  of  divorce,  and 
for  Virginia  to  follow  the  model  of  England.  The  Puritan 
colonies  began  their  legislation  with  two  causes  for  divorce, 
adultery  and  desertion,  holding  in  common  with  their  Scotch 
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and  Dutch  brethren,  and  indeed  with  the  Reformed  Churches 
generally,  as  well  as  with  the  Lutheran,  that  the  New  Testa- 
ment recognizes  both  of  these  as  sufficient  grounds  for  the  dis- 
solution of  marriage.     Desertion  at  that  time  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  that  which  it  is  now.    To  go  to  some  remote 
colony,  or  to  the  West  Indies  or  to  the  old  country,  from  dis- 
affection of  mind,  or  with  the  spirit  of  a  vagabond,  implied 
lilelong  severance  of  family  ties,  and  the  probabilities  were 
great  that  such  a  step  involved  adultery  also.     To  these  two 
causes  was  added  absence  for  seven  years  in  parts  unknown 
without  being  heard  of,  which,  in  a  law  of  the  Massachusetts 
colony  passed  in  the  5th  of  William  and  Mary,  is  modified  to 
suit  certain  hard  cases,  into  "  three  years'  absence  for  one  gone  to 
sea,  the  ship  not  being  heard  of  for  three  years,  when  a  voyage 
is  usually  made  in  three  months."  But  this  is  not  really  a  third 
cause  of  divorce ;  it  is  only  a  declaration  that  the  probabilities 
of  death  were  so  strong  that  a  new  marriage  after  that  lapse 
of  time  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  bigamy.     And,  indeed,  a 
law  of  the  first  vear  of  James  the  First,  which  lavs  down  this 
same  principle,  and  fixes  on  this  very  term  of  years  in  apply- 
ing it,  must  have  furnished  a  model  and  an  authority  to  the 
colonists.     Such  was  the  early  legislation,  which   contirmed 
substantially  unaltered  until  after  the  revolution  shook  and 
broke  off  the  old  traditions,  and  a  new  development  of  society 
began.     When  now  marriage  began  to  be  looked  upon  more 
and  more  as  a  mere  contract,  when  religious  and  moral  consider- 
ations were  kept  apart  from  political,  when  legislation,  perhaps 
in    inexperienced  hands,  set  about  removing  palpable  evils 
without  looking  at  remote  consequences,  when  cities  with  their 
peculiar  vices  and  their  low  population  grew  in  size  and  num- 
ber, when  an  emigration  from  the  eastern  States  gave  up  its 
lands  and  homes  to  an  inferior  class  of  society,  and  in  the 
West  many  of  the  foreign  settlers  were  trained  up  under  loose 
laws  of  divorce — when  such  causes  as  these  were  acting,  it  is 
not  strange  that  laxer  principles,  touching  the  sanctity  of  mar- 
riage, crept  in  and  expressed  themselves  in  legislation.     But 
aside  from  these  social  causes  of  change  in  the  laws,  we  must 
admit  that  there  was  a  kind  of  logical  necessity  for  a  broader 
system  of  divorce.      If  desertion   was  a   good  ground  for 
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divorce,  it  might  be  asked  why  should  not  neglect  to  provide 
for  a  wife,  or  refusal  of  cohabitation  be  such  also,  which  are 
kinds  of  desertion,  or  imprisonnnent  for  crime,  which  is 
enforced  desertion.  Why  should  not  cruelty  and  imteraper- 
ance  be  good  grounds,  which  practically  break  up  the  family 
union?  And  as  there  are  other  actions  wliich  lie  on  the  bor- 
ders of  these,  why  should  not  they  be  good  grounds  for  di- 
vorce, if  the  sufferer  desires  it?  And  so,  for  anght  we  know, 
by  and  by,  it  may  be  argued  that,  as  the  essence  of  the  mar- 
^^^riage,  considered  in  its  spirit,  is  love,  when  this  ceases,  there 
is  no  good  reason  why  marriage  should  not  cease  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  parties.  Thus  we  come  to  the  Koman  practice, 
to  the  conception  of  marriage  as  a  mere  contract,  and  to  the 
principle  that  incompatibility  of  temper  or  a  new  passion  may 
legitimately  put  an  end  to  what  even  the  Roman  lawyers 
called  tlje  individua  vitm  conauetvdo. 

It  would  be  a  dreary  and  profitless  task,  if  we  were  able  to 
undertake  it,  to  give  even  an  abstract  of  the  laws  relating  to 
divorce  of  a  large  number  of  separate  commonwealths.  All 
that  we  shall  attempt  is  to  enumerate  the  causes,  which  au- 
thorize the  dissolution  of  marriage  in  any  of  the  States  of 
which  we  have  not  already  particularly  spoken. 

1.  Adultery.  This  can  be  followed  by  divorce  everywhere, 
and  the  definition  is  substantially  the  same  throughout  the 
States.  It  is,  as  the  statutes  of  Rhode  Island  define  it,  illicit 
intercourse  of  two  persons,  one  of  whom  is  married.  Certain 
States,  as  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  in  their  criminal  laws  pun- 
ish rather  living  together  in  open  and  notorious  or  continued 
adultery  than  a  single  act  if  bronght  to  light;  but  we  suppose 
that  they  would  not  depart,  in  the  practice  of  the  court,  from 
the  ordinary  definition  in  this  country.  It  is  a  singularity  •f 
the  laws  of  one  State  that  the  cohabitation  of  divorced  per- 
sons makes  them  guilty  of  this  crime. 

2.  Desertion.  This  offense  is  called  by  several  names,  as 
'abandonment,'  hitter,'  'malicious,'  'willful  and  continued/ 
*  continued  and  obstinate  desertion,'  'absence  without  good 
cause,'  '  abandonment  and  desertion.'  The  sense  in  all  the 
forms  of  expression  is  no  doubt  the  same.  Absence  from  the 
commoD  dwelling  and  the  society  of  the  wife  or  husband,  not 
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for  the  pnrposes  of  budinesfl,  but  with  the  evil  or  **  malicious  in- 
tent of  not  fulfilling  conjugal  obligations,"  and  that  absence, 
not  interrupted  by  occasional  visits,  but  continued  long 
enough  to  test  the  disposition  of  the  oifender,  may  be  said  to 
constitute  the  offense  thus  described  in  different  words.  What 
the  time  of  continued  absence  shall  be  is  generally  indicated 
in  the  statutes.  In  Indiana  it  is  "one  year,  or  less,"*  if  the 
court  18  satisfied  that  reconciliation  is  improbable,  and  in  Mis- 
souri two  years  without  good  cause.  In  four  or  five  other  States 
it  is  two  years  (Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
Tennessee),  and  three  years  in  seven  others  (Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  Georgia,  Mis- 
sissippi), while  five  years — the  prescribed  time  in  Massachu- 
setts, New  Jersey,  Virginia,  and  Louisiana — is  the  maximum 
fixed  in  any  of  our  laws.  Tlie  statutes  of  Rliodc  Island  prescribe 
five  years  or  less  according  to  the  jndges's  discretion.  In  one 
or  two  States  there  is  no  time  specified,  as  seems  to  be  the  case 
in  New  York  and  North  Carolina,  In  a  number  of  these 
States  it  is  made  to  involve,  if  proved,  separation  from 
bed  and  board,  in  others  divorce  a  vinculo^  and  in  one  or 
two  the  one  or  the  other  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offense  as  estimated  by  the  court.  In  Massachusetts  desertion 
for  five  consecutive  years  may  furnish  cause  for  separation,  and 
a  libel  in  this  case  is  not  defeated  by  a  temporary  return  of 
the  deserting  party,  if  it  seems  not  to  have  been  ioyia  fide 
but  to  have  proceeded  from  an  intention  to  defeat  the  divorce. 
The  wife,  leaving  the  husband  on  account  of  extreme  cruelty 
or  neglect  to  maintain  her,  does  not  desert  him,  and  has  her 
remedy  as  an  injured  party.  After  separation  from  bed  and 
board,  if  no  reconciliation  take  place,  the  originally  innocent 
party  can  obtain  a  divorce  at  the  end  of  five  years,  or  either 
party  at  the  end  of  ten.f 

♦But  by  an  act  of  1859,  " or  lees  "  and  what  foHows  is  stricken  out. 

f  A  curiosity  of  l^slation  is  the  act  of  Georgia,  passed  March  18,  1866,  jnst 
before  the  Confederacy  collapsed,  to  the  effect  that  diYorce  a  vinculo,  may  be 
granted  to  loyal  females  whose  husbands  are  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  have  been  voluntarily  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort  Comp.  what  is  said  of  a  similar  cause  of  divorce  in  French  law,  in 
Article  IV. 
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3.  Imprisonment  for  crime  is  absence  or  forced  separation, 
caused  b}^  the  guilt  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  preventing  the 
fulfillment  of  conjugal  and  family  duties.     For  this  reason  and 
perhaps  on  account  of  the  disgrace  also  most  of  the  States 
regard  this  as   cause  for  divorce  or  separation.     The  length 
and  the  place  of  imprisonment  and  the  kind  of  crime  are  va- 
riously defined.     In  Massachusetts  hard  labor  for  five  years  or 
for  life  is  a  good  ground  for  divorce,  and  no  pardon  has  an; 
effect  on  the  sentence.    In  Maine  imprisonment  for  lite  dis- 
solves marriage  without  legal  process.     Vermont  agrees  with 
Massachusetts  except  in  the  time  of  confinement,  which  is  made 
to  be  throe  years  or  more.    In  other  statutes  the  puuislimeut 
authorizing  divorce  must  be  infamous,  or  for  felony,  or  in  a 
penitentiary,  and  its  length  two  years,  or  not  less  than  two,  or 
for  life. 

4.  In  the  statutes  of  a  few  States,  as  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Kentucky,  joining  a  religious  society  which 
holds  marriage  to  be  unlawful,  together  with  refusal  to  cohabit 
with  the  married  partner  for  six  months^ — as  the  law  of  New 
Hampshire  adds,  in  a  somewhat  ambiguous  construction  of 
words — is  made  a  ground  for  divorce.  And  accordingly  there 
appears  one  case  of  divorce  from  a  wife  for  this  reason  in  the 
lists  of  divorces  of  Massachusetts  during  five  years.  The  law 
of  this  State  prescribes  that  the  meml)erdhip  in  such  a  sect 
shall  have  lasted  three  years  before  a  libel  can  be  presented, 
while  that  of  New  Hampshire,  if  we  understand  it,  reduces 
the  time  to  six  months'  refusal  of  cohabitation  after  joining 
religionists  of  this  description. 

5.  Neglect  to  provide  for  a  wife's  maintenance  or  support 
lies  between  desertion  and  cruelty.  So  this  also  is  added  in  a 
number  of  statutes  as  a  reason  for  divorce,  or  for  separation  io 
those  codes  to  which  separation  is  known.  This  is  at  one  time 
described  as  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  husband  to  support  the 
wife,  when  he  has  the  ability  (Rhode  Island),  at  anotlier  as 
a  wasting  of  his  estate  and  neglect  to  provide  for  his  family 
(Kentucky),  or  the  refusal  suitably  to  maintain  a  wife  (Massa- 
chusetts), or  gross  and  wanton  neglect  to  maintain  a  wife  (Michi- 
gan), or  refusal  to  provide  for  her  (New  York).  This  wrong 
of  the  husband  may  involve  separation  in  the  last  named  State, 
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in  MaiDe  and  in  Massachusetts,  separation  or  if  the  court 
thinks  fit  divorce  in  Michigan  and  Ehode  Island,  and  divorce 
in  Kentucky. 

6.  Connected  with  neglect  to  provide  for  the  family  and 
with  craelty  also,  are  habits  of  intoxication,  which  are  a  cause 
of  divorce  or  more  frequently  of  separation  in  many  of  the 
ccMJes.  Sometimes  this  is  described  as  habitual  drunkenness 
(New  Hampshire  and  other  States),  sometimes  as  gross  and 
confirmed  habits  of  drunkenness  (Massachusetts),  while  again 
we  find  in  some  codes  a  specification  of  the  length  of  time 
during  whip])  the  habit  has  lasted.  It  is  three  years'  habitual 
drnnkenness  in  I7ew  Hampshire  and  two  years'  in  Missouri. 
In  Korth  Carolina  a  statute  authorizes  the  court,  if  a  man  be- 
comes a  spendthrift  or  a  drunkard,  to  decree  alimony  without 
separation,  provided  the  creditors  are  not  thereby  injured. 

7.  In  almost  all  the  statutes  which  we  have  consulted,  cru- 
elty, under  some  form  of  words  or  other,  is  a  cause  for  either 
absolute  or  qualified  divorce.  Probably  there  is  no  code  of  any 
State  in  which  this  does  not  appear.  It  is  described  in  such 
phrases  as  intolerable  severity  (Vermont),  extreme  cruelty 
(New  Hampshire,  Maine,  and  other  States),  cruel  and  abusive 
treatment  (Massachusetts),  intolerable  cruelty  (Connecticut), 
cruelty  and  conduct  rendering  cohabitation  unsafe  for  the  wife 
(New  York) ;  as  cruelties  endangering  life  and  indignities, 
making  life  burdensome  (Pennsylvania),  which  the  laws  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  substantially  repeat,  the  first 
adding  to  it,  turning  the  wife  out  of  doore,  the  other,  ejection. 
Lonisiana  has  much  the  same  definition.  Tennessee  further 
adds  in  her  code,  attempts  on  life  by  poison  or  other  malicious 
means,  which  is  made  a  cause  of  divorce,  while  cruelties,  indig- 
nities, and  ejection  are  causes  of  separation.  In  Kentucky, 
the  cnielty,  or  gross  cruelty,  is  measured  by  the  time:  it  must 
have  continued  six  months,  but  another  specification  is  added — 
crnel  beating  or  injury — to  which  no  such  continuance  is  at- 
taclied,  so  that  a  single  act,  for  anything  that  appears,  may  be 
a  snfiicient  cause  of  divorce. 

In  some  statutes  it  seems  to  be  assumed  that  the  husband 
only  will  be  guilty  of  cruelty,  as  the  stronger  party ;  in  others, 
the  expressions  are  indefinite,  and  may  apply  to  both.     What 
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the  view  of  the  conrts  is  on  this  point  may  be  learned  from 
Mr.  Bishop's  work,  (i.  §§  761-763).  In  the  list  of  divorces 
granted  during  five  years,  published  by  order  of  the  legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  by  the  side  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  di- 
vorces or  separations  granted  for  cruelty  of  the  husband  there 
appear  three  for  cruelty  of  the  wife.  Taken  in  a  wide  sense, 
as  including  indignities  and  conduct  rendering  life  unsafe,  the 
remedy  may  be  as  much  needed  in  some  cases  by  the  one  sex 
as  by  the  other.  ^ 

Besides  these  causes  for  interference  in  the  relations  of  mar- 
ried persons,  some  of  the  codes  introduce  others  which  occurred 
before  the  marriage,  and  rendered  the  union  either  void  and 
unlawful  altogether,  or  voidable  if  the  complaining  party 
chooses  to  assert  his  or  her  rights.  As  these  case  have  prop- 
erly nothing  to  do  with  our  discussion,  which  is  confined 
within  causes  for  divorce  occurring  after  marriage,  and  as 
they  are  illogically  brought  together  with  divorces  proper, 
we  may  pass  them  by.  We  may,  however,  notice  those  laws 
which  prohibit  marriage  between  a  white  and  a  black  person, 
or  between  a  freeman  and  a  slave,  as  either  now  of  ques- 
tionable constitutionality  since  the  races  are  placed  on  an 
equality,  or  as  no  longer  having  any  application. 

A  few  of  the  States  have  somewhat  remarkable  provisions 
in  their  divorce  laws,  which  deserve  particular  attention,  either 
as  opening  a  wide  door  of  divorce  or  as  putting  the  whole  sub- 
ject within  the  discretion  of  the  courts.  In  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  Maine  (1857),  after  causes  for  divorce  had  been 
mentioned,  as  if  the  burden  of  specifying  numerous  particulars 
was  quite  too  great  for  the  lawmaker  or  the  codifier,  we  find 
it  said  that  divorce  a  vinciUo  may  be  granted  by  any  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  any  term,  in  the  county  of  the  resi- 
dence of  either  party  to  the  application,  "  whenever  in  the 
exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  he  deems  it  reasonable  and 
proper,  conducive  to  domestic  harmony,  and  consistent  with 
the  peace  and  morality  of  society — if  the  parties  were  married 
in  this  State,  or  cohabited  here  after  marriage.^'  In  North 
Carolina,  the  statute,  after  providing  for  certain  special  cases 
adds  that  if  "any  other  just  cause  of  divorce  exists,"  the  in. 
jured  party  may  obtain  divorce  a  vinculo  or  mensa  et  thoroy  at 
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the  conrt's  discretion,  or  a  decree  of  alimony  only,  if  no  more 
be  demanded  (Revised  Statutes  of  1855).  Tlie  law  of  Indiana 
provides  that  divorce  may  be  decreed  by  circuit  courts  on  peti- 
tion of  a  hona  fide  resident  in  the  county  for  certain  causes, 
and  then  adds,  and  for  any  other  cause  for  which  the 
court  ehall  deem  it  proper  that  a  divorce  shoiold  be  granted. 
Bnt  the  action  of  the  Circuit  Court  can  be  revised  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  (Revised  Statutes  of  1862).  In  Iowa,  the 
statute  authorizes  a  divorce  when  the  fact  appears  "  that  the 
parties  cannot  live  together  in  peace  and  harmony,  and  that 
their  welfare  requires  a  separation."*  In  Rhode  Island,  di- 
vorce may  be  decreed  for  sundry  causes,  "  and  for  any  other 
gross  misbehavior  and  wickedness  in  either  of  the  parties,  repug- 
nant to  and  in  violation  of  the  marriage  covenant "  (Revised 
Statutes).  And  in  Connecticut  a  well  known  clause  of  a  statute, 
passed  in  1849,  allows  divorce  for  "any  such  misconduct  as 
permanently  destroys  the  happiness  of  the  petitioner,  and  de- 
feats the  purposes  of  the  conjugal  relation. "f  The  discretion 
given  by  some  of  the  laws  in  so  important  a  matter  must  be 
very  embarrassing  to  the  judge,  and  may  result  in  the  most 
diverse  usages,  according  as  he  has  loose  or  strict  notions  of 
the  sacredness  of  marriage.  The  looseness  of  others  of  these 
laws  vrill  almost,  of  course,  stretch  the  facility  of  granting  di- 
vorce to  the  extreme  limit. 

A  number  of  laws  determine  the  time  of  residence  in  the 
State  before  a  party  can  bring  a  lil)el  or  petition  for  a  divorce, 
and  some  others  prescribe  what  effect  foreign  judgments  in 
certain  cases  are  to  have  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
concerned.  Both  these  points  are  of  extreme  importance,  as 
emigration  is  so  easy,  and  temporary  residence  in  another 
State  may  be  used  tor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  divorce  not 

*  Bishop.  I,  §  882. 

f  ChanceUor  Kent  (ii,  p.  105,  note)  mentions  statutes  of  Ulinois  and  Mis- 
•onri,  of  18S8  and  1886  respectively,  that  of  the  former  authorizing  the  judges  in 
ehaneery  to  decree  diyorces  a  vinculo  for  oansee  not  specially  assigned,  *'  if  they 
ahonld  be  satisfied  of  the  expediency  of  making  such  a  decree,*'  and  that  of  the 
latter  agreeing  with  the  law  of  Indiana,  as  given  in  the  text.  If  such  laws  are 
still  in  force,  we  must  have  overlooked  them  in  examining  the  statutes  of  niinoie 
(1858),  and  the  general  statutes  of  Miss^juri  (1866).  They  cannot,  we  think,  now 
be  in  the  codes. 
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possible  in  the  State  where  the  party  had  a  previous  domicil, 
and  to  which  he  expects  to  return.  Tlie  States  are  natarally 
not  willing  to  have  their  courts  used  by  foreigners  after  a  short 
sojourn  for  the  purpose  of  eflfecting  a  divorce,  and  the  diflSculty 
of  ascertaining  whether  due  notice  has  been  served  upon  the 
adverse  party,  when  he  is  a  non-resident,  may  oftentimes  be 
verv  great.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  as  divorce  is  more  sub- 
ject to  local  law  than  marriage  is,  so  that  by  the  law  of  nations 
no  forum  is  obliged  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  divorce 
law  'jf  a  diffdrent  religion  or  state  of  manners,  it  will  naturally 
come  to  pass  that  a  State  of  the  Union  will  not  feel  itself 
obliged  by  courts  to  allow  a  divorce  granted  in  another  State 
to  have  eflfect  within  its  territory,  from  which  the  parties, 
being  residents,  or  one  of  them,  bad  gone  abroad  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  the  divorce.  But  into  the  details  of  these 
matters  we  do  not  propose  to  enter :  they  come  within  the 
province  of  the  courts,  and  the  details  into  which  they  run 
must  be  learned  from  extensive  treatises  built  on  the  decisions 
of  courts,  such  as  Mr.  Bishop^s  commentaries.  We  only  add, 
that  a  State  like  Indiana,  whose  divorce  laws  are  exceedingly 
loose,  where  a  year's  residence  qualifies  a  person  to  petition  for 
a  divorce,  where  a  case  can  be  tried  thirty  days  atler  notices 
published  in  a  newspaper  of  the  county  where  the  suit  is  brought, 
and  whose  divorce  fully  frees  both  parties  from  the  marriage 
contract,  opens  a  wide  door  as  well  for  ex  parte  suits,  where 
the  defendant  is  ignorant  of  the  proceedings,  as  for  gross 
collusions,  and  loses  its  reputation  among  its  sister  States. 
'*  Nothing  is  more  common,"  writes  a  gentleman  of  high  stand- 
ing, living  in  one  of  the  cities  of  Indiana,  "  than  to  form  an 
acquaintance  with  some  respectably  appearing  gentleman  or 
lady,  who  has  come  a  stranger  to  our  city,  and  learn  soon 
after  that  the  object  of  the  visit  is  to  remain  long  enough  to 
apply  for  a  divorce.  There  is,  however,"  he  a<lds,  *'  a  growing 
public  sentiment  demanding  a  change."  The  acts  of  1859  in- 
dicate a  slight  influence  of  a  better  feeling.  Abandonment  is 
put  at  one  year,  the  clause  "or  less,  if  the  court  is  satisfied  that 
reconciliation  is  improbable  "  being  omitted.  The  petitioner 
must  have  resided — as  was  said  before — one  year  in  the  State; 
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and  judgments  concerning  divorce  are  opened  on  behalf  of 
non-residents. 

Nor  need  we  here  do  more  than  allnde  to  the  obstacles 
put  in  the  way  of  divorce  by  the  laws  of  many  of  the  States, 
when  some  previous  conduct  of  the  petitioner  furnishes  a  good 
reason  for  the  denial  of  his  petition.  Such  conduct  is — especial- 
ly if  adultery  be  the  alleged  cause  of  the  petition-^the  com- 
plainant's or  petitioner's  similar  infidelity,  condonation,  or  in- 
dulgence shown  in  cohabiting  with  the  defendant  after 
knowledge  of  his  or  her  offense,  long  delay  to  notice  the 
offense  which  is  at  length  brought  before  the  courts,  or  con- 
nivance or  collusion  of  the  two  parties.  The  principles  that 
dictate  such  provisions  of  law  will  govern  the  courts  where 
there  are  no  express  statutes  of  such  an  import. 

More  important  is  it  for  our  special  object  to  consider  the 
results  of  divorce  to  the  parties,  the  liabilities  or  disabilities 
and  the  penal  consequences,  if  any,  which  may  follow  the 
offense  of  the  guilty  party.  Here,  first  of  all,  the  way  in 
which  the  different  States  view  the  sin  of  adultery  is  deserving 
of  notice.  Some,  as  New  York  and  South  Carolina,  have  always 
followed  England  in  not  considering  it  a  subject  of  criminal 
punishment,  nor  have  we  noticed  it  among  the  misdemeanors 
mentioned  in  the  statutes  of  Kentucky,  of  Tennessee,  or  of 
Louisiana.*  In  some  other  codes  the  penalty  is  very  small — in 
Maryland  it  is  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  in  Virginia  of  not  less  than 
twenty.  In  most  of  the  States  it  is  an  offense  subjecting  the 
parties  guilty  of  it  to  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  but  the 
amount  varies  greatly.  The  fine  generally  falls  between  one 
hundred  and  five  hundred  dollars ;  the  imprisonment  runs  up 
from  confinement  in  a  common  jail  of  not  more  than  sixty 
days,  as  in  Georgia,  or  three  months,  as  in  Indiana,  or  not  ex- 
ceeding six,  as  in  Missouri  and  in  several  other  States,  to  a 
year,  which  is  the  maximum  in  most  of  the  codes,  or  even  to 
five  years,  as  in  Vermont,  Maine,  and  Connecticut.    In  a  few 

*  In  Mr.  Livingston's  code  the  guilty  woman  forfeits  all  matrimonial  gains 
and  certain  leading  civil  right&  Her  partner  in  guilt  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  between 
one  handred  and  two  tboasand  dollars,  or  to  imprisonment  not  more  than  six 
months.  A  husband  keeping  a  concubine  is  subject  to  the  same  fines,  and  loses 
the  right  for  a  certain  time  of  being  a  tutor  or  curator  to  his  children. 

YOL-  xxvn.  3a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


686  Divorce.  [Jnly, 

States  a  repetition  of  the  offense  increases  the  penalty.  Ala- 
bama imposes  in  the  first  instance  a  fine  of  not  leas  than  one 
hundred  dollars,  with  imprisonment  in  a  county  jail,  or  con- 
finement with  hard  labor  for  not  more  than  half  a  year,  while 
a  renewed  offense  between  the  same  persons  trebles  the  fine 
and  doubles  the  imprisonment,  and  a  third  transgression  is 
visited  with  two  years'  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary.  The 
laws  of  Illinois,  again,  which  impose  on  each  party  a  fine  of 
two  hundred  dollars  or  six  months'  imprisonment  for  the  first 
offense,  double  or  treble  it  for  successive  new  ones. 
The  feeling  of  the  early  settlers  in  some  of  the  older  colonies 
s  W8S  in  striking  contrast  with  the  tender  treatment  which 
adultery  meets  with  from  existing  laws  in  this  country.  The 
first  laws  of  Massachusetts  made  it  a  capital  crime.  By  the 
laws  published  in  1699,  persons  convicted  of  adultery  were  set 
on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  round  the  neck,  one  end  of  which 
was  cast  over  the  gallows,  then  they  were  whipped  on  the  way 
to  the  jail  not  exceeding  forty  stripes,  and  were  obliged  to 
have  a  letter  A,  two  inches  long,  "^of  color  contrary  to  their 
clothes,"  sewed  on  the  sleeve  or  back  of  the  outer  garment  in 
open  view.  And  if  such  persons  were  found  without  the  mark 
they  were  to  be  whipped  not  exceeding  fifteen  stripes  for  each 
neglect  to  wear  it.  The  Connecticut  laws  of  1673  required  the 
same  brand  to  be  burnt  in  on  the  forehead,  together  with  the 
wearing  of  a  halter  and  public  whipping.  In  Rhode  Island, 
in  1656,  a  wife  confessing  her  guilt  was  sentenced  by  the 
G-eneral  Assembly  to  pay  ten  pounds  fine  and  to  receive 
thirty  stripes  in  two  installments.^  And  Vermont,  although 
settled  so  long  afterward,  in  the  original  laws  follows  the  older 
colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Ck)nnecticut  in  its  penalties, 
which  are  thirty -nine  stripes  or  an  A  branded  on  the  forehead 
and  the  same  mark  on  the  clothes,  with  a  liability  of  ten  stripes 
if  the  convicted  person  is  found  without  it.  In  the  statutes  of 
1787  the  brand  on  the  forehead  is  omitted,  but  the  guilty  per- 
sons are  set  on  the  gallows  and  are  to  wear  the  mark  on  their 
clothing.  So  also  in  Pennsylvania  a  law  of  1706  exposed  such 
persons  to  twenty-one  lashes  or  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  for  the 

*  Arnold's  HiBtory  of  Rhode  Island,  I,  820. 
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first  offense,  to  the  same  number  of  lashes  with  seven^  years' 
hard  labor,  or  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  the  second,  and 
for  a  third  to  a  repetition  of  the  same  penalties,  besides  the 
brand  with  the  letter  A.  In  Virginia,  again,  by  a  law  of  1691, 
a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  sterling  was  imposed  for  every  offense, 
but  if  the  offender  was  unable  to  pay  the  fine,  thirty  lashes  on 
the  back  or  three  months'  imprisonment  could  take  its  place. 
In  1696,  the  money  fine  disappears,  one  thousand  pounds  of 
tobacco  and  a  cask,  or  twenty-five  lashes  or  two  months' 
imprisonment  being  now  the  penalties.  In  1705  the  statute 
omits  imprisonment,  but  retains  the  tobacco  and  the  cask  or 
the  twenty-five  lashes.  Thus  the  Puritan,  the  Quaker,  and  the 
Boyalist  colonies  agree  in  the  severity  with  which  they  punish 
the  crime  of  adultery.  But  they  agree  also  in  sofltening  down 
their  legislation  on  that  point.  In  Pennsylvania,  imprison- 
ment for  a  year  or  a  fine  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars 
now  expresses  the  indignation  of  the  community  on  this  point. 
In  Virginia,  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars  seems  to  be 
the  entire  penalty.  In  Massachusetts,  the  crime  is  visited  with 
a  mulct  of  five  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in  the  state- 
prison  for  three  years  or  in  a  jail  for  not  more  than  two.  In 
Vermont  the  limits  are  five  years'  confinement  or  a  thousand 
dollars  fine,  while  in  Connecticut  imprisonment  for  not  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  five  years  is  the  only  penalty.  It  were 
well  if  these  penalties  were  not  almost  obsolete.  In  the  reports 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  state-prison  in  Bhode  Island  we 
find  in  the  course  of  twenty-eight  years  one  solitary  person  im- 
prisoned for  that  crime.  And  our  impression  is  both  that 
there  is  no  peculiar  slackness  in  executing  the  laws  in  that 
State,  and  that  public  opinion  everywhere  does  not  demand 
the  infliction  even  of  the  pecuniary  penalty.  We  are  aware  of 
the  difficulties  attending  conviction  tor  this  crime,  and  the 
comparative  innocence  in  some  cases  of  the  nominally  offend- 
ing party ;  but  surely  in  the  vast  multitude  of  cases  of  divorce 
for  adultery,  many  of  which  are  blazoned  before  the  eyes  of 
men  with  disgusting  publicity,  there  must  be  more  deserving 
of  punishment  and  capable  of  being  convicted  than  are  ever 
brought  to  justice.  Meanwhile  private  vengeance,  unpunished 
and  excused,  is  taking  the  place  of  public  law :  it  would  not 
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be  strange  if  more  persons  had  been  put  to  death  within  ten 
years  past  by  injured  husbands  than  the  law  has  caught  with 
its  very  gentle  hooks.  So  it  must  ever  be.  Rude  justice, 
violent,  lawless,  excessive  retribution  fills  a  vacuum  from 
which  the  justice  of  society  has  leaked  out.  Let  society  for- 
bear to  punish  homicide,  and  blood-revenge  becomes  an  insti- 
tution. Let  it  forbear  to  punish  adultery,  and  the  aggrieved 
kill  the  offenders,  not  merely  when  caught  in  the  act,  which 
law  oflen  authorizes,  but  on  calculation  and  in  cool  blood. 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  other  species  of  injury  done  by 
one  of  the  married  parties  to  the  other  is  made  penal,  except 
so  far  as  the  same  kinds  of  wrong,  on  whomsoever  inflicted, 
are  punished  by  society. 

There  are  disadvantages  in  respect  to  property,  to  which, 
especially  when  adultery  is  the  ground  of  divorce,  the  guilty 
party  or  parties,  against  whom  the  divorce  iff  issued,  are  exposed. 
Thus,  according  to  the  laws  of  Maine,  when  the  wife  is  an 
adulteress,  the  husband  may  hold  both  her  personal  estate 
forever,  and  the  real  estate  also  of  which  she  was  seized  during 
coverture  if  they  had  a  living  child  born  during  marriage,  and 
if  not,  during  her  life,  in  case  he  survives  her.  But  the  court 
may  grant  her  so  much  of  her  real  or  personal  estate  as  is  neces- 
sary for  her  maintenance.  Similar  laws  exist  in  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Michigan.*  The  law  of  Tennessee  prescribes 
that  the  husband's  rights,  if  he  is  the  complainant,  to  his  wife's 
property  shall  be  the  same  as  if  marriage  had  continued. 
Others  still  leave  the  whole  subject  of  alimony  to  the  judge's 
discretion,  or  fix  a  limit  beyond  which  it  shall  not  reach,  which 
limit,  where  the  husband  is  guilty,  must  not  in  Rhode  Island 
exceed  half  his  real  estate  and  half  his  personal.  In  Maine,  if 
the  husband  is  guilty,  the  wife  is  to  have  dower  in  his  real 
estate,  as  if  he  were  dead,  and  to  have  her  own  restored  to 
her. 

In  regard  to  the  power  of  the  guilty  party  to  contract  a  new 
marriage,  the  States  differ  exceedingly.    Some  lay  no  restric- 

*  This  law  of  Rhode  Island  refers  to  rarious  kinda  of  offenseS)  those  of  the 
other  States,  we  believe,  to  adoltery  only. 
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tions  whatever  on  the  liberty  of  divorced  persons,  so  that, 
whether  complainants  or  defendants,  they  are  entirely  free  to 
marry  one  another  again  the  next  day,  and  the  adulteress  is 
free  to  marry  anybody,  even  the  partaker  of  her  sin.  Some  of 
those  States  which  in  their  laws  authorize  separations  from 
bed  and  board,  leave  it  to  the  parties — when  the  separation  is 
perpetual — to  become  reconciled  and  to  come  together,  while 
others  put  sach  reconciliation  into  the  hands  of  the  court,  as  a 
formal  and  solemn  act.  The  following  are  some  of  the  restric- 
tions on  the  liberty  of  remarriage  after  divorce  which  we  have 
noticed  in  the  laws  of  the  older  States.  It  is  in  some  of  the 
States  left  to  the  courts  to  decide  whether  the  offending  party 
shall  marry  again.  In  Virginia  a  decree  may  forbid  remar- 
riage, but  may  afterwards  be  revoked  for  sufficient  cause.  In 
Kentucky  no  such  decree  of  remarriage  can  be  legally  made 
within  five  years.  In  Mississippi  the  law  is  as  in  Virginia,  and 
io  Missouri  it  is  in  any  case  of  divorce  as  in  Kentucky,  with  the 
additional  proviso  that  the  court  may  shorten  this  time  of  appro- 
bation, but  that  such  order  must  be  made  in  a  term  subsequent 
to  that  in  which  the  divorce  was  granted.  In  several  States 
cohabitation  after  divorce  brings  on  the  parties  divorced  the 
penalty  due  to  adultery.  This  is  the  case  in  Massachusetts, 
New  Jersey,  and  Michigan.  In  others  the  offending  party,  or, 
it  may  be,  the  offending  party  where  adultery  furnishes  ground 
for  the  divorce,  cannot  marry  during  the  lifetime  of  the  other 
party.  Such  a  regulation  we  find  in  the  laws  of  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Massachusetts ;  in  which  latter 
State  such  marriage,  when  unauthorized,  ranks  with  polyg- 
amy in  its  penalty,  but  the  judges  may  give  liberty  of 
remarriage  if  they  see  fit,  on  the  petition  of  the  guilty  party, 
when  the  crime  is  not  adultery.  Finally,  Louisiana,  following 
the  French  code,  prescribes  that  the  offending  party  shall  never 
marry  the  partner  of  his  or  her  guilt,  on  pain  of  bigamy  and 
of  having  such  marriage  pronounced  a  nullity.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  noticed  no  restrictions  on  the  marriage  of 
divorced  persons  in  the  laws  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Khode  Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  Alabama,  while  several  of  these  States — Maine,  Con- 
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necticutj  Indiana — expressly  declare  the  parties  free  to  marry 
again.* 

In  looking  back  on  the  ground  over  which  we  have  thus  far 
traveled  in  this  Article  we  perceive  that  the  number  of  causes 
for  which  divorce  may  be  obtained  has  been  very  considerably 
increased  in  modern  times.  There  is  an  increasing  desire  to 
be  freed  from  the  marriage  bond  on  grounds  which  were,  of  old, 
regarded  as  insufficient ;  and  an  increasing  willingness  on  the 
part  of  lawmakers  to  gratify  such  a  desire,  as  well  as  an  in- 
creasing tendency  to  legislate  on  marriage  as  being  a  mere 
contract,  to  the  neglect  of  its  moral  aspects.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  an  impression  in  the  mind  of  many  persons  that 
divorces,  at  least  in  a  number  of  the  States,  are  multiplying ; 
that  in  a  certain  stratum  of  society — shall  we  call  it  Protestant 
"^  society  ? — the  feeling  of  the  sanctity  of  marriage  is  passing 

away ;  that  the  highest  crimes  against  that  covenant  which 
stands  as  a  symbol  of  the  union  of  Christ  with  his  church,  are 
either  excused,  or  regarded  as  things  of  course,  or  even 
laughed  at.  Moral  indignation,  it  is  thought,  no  longer  visits 
the  adulterer  or  adulteress ;  the  more  vulgar  newspapers  joke 
about  the  crime,  and  divorced  persons  are  no  longer  under  that 
frown  which  met  them  formerly,  even  when  divorced  for  causes 
below  the  greatest. 

Is  it  true  that  divorces  are  increasing  ?  Is  it  true  that  the 
number  of  them  is  at  all  equal  to  the  number  in  those  States 
in  Europe  where  they  are  most  freely  granted  ?  Is  there  any 
difference  between  the  different  States  in  the  number  of  suc- 
cessful petitions  for  this  privilege? 

We  propose  to  occupy  the  remainder  of  this  Article  with  an 
exposition  of  the  statistics  of  divorce,  as  far  as  the  tables  pre- 
pared in  several  of  the  States  place  them  within  our  reach. 
We  regret  to  say  that  the  materials  are  scanty.  It  is  only  of 
late  that  tables  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  have  been  be- 

*  It  is  quite  possible  that  errors  may  have  crept  into  the  sketches  of  diroree 
legislation  which  we  have  presented  to  our  readers.  We  have  spent  a  good  deal 
of  time  fn  consulting  the  complete  collection  of  statutes  in  the  State  House  at 
Hartford,  where  the  State  Librarian  offers  every  lEiEUiility  and  assiatanee,  but  the 
hurry  of  taking  notes,  without  the  facility  of  Terifying  them  afterwards  in  eases 
of  doubt,  must  bring  with  it  more  than  one  mistake.  We  shall  be  happy  if  some 
charitable  reader  will  set  us  i  ight. 
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giin  in  a  portion  of  the  States,  while  but  a  few  are  going  a 
little  farther  into  social  or  moral  statistics.  Massachusetts  has 
pablished  one  list  of  divorces  for  five  years,  which  is  clumsily 
prepared,  and  leaves  to  the  reader  of  it  the  work  of  counting 
and  registering.  In  Vermont  and  in  Connecticut  the  lists  are 
more  convenient,  but  in  the  latter  State  the  causes  of  divorce 
have  not  been  published  with  regularity.  In  Ohio  the  eminent 
commissioner  of  statistics,  who  has  recently  been  displaced, 
Mr.  Edward  D.  Mansfield,  has  prepared  very  useful  tables. 
Bat  in  most  of  the  other  States  all  this  information  lies  buried 
in  the  desks  of  the  county  clerks,  and  no  one,  probably,  has 
taken  the  trouble  to  collect  and  make  it  known  to  the  world. 
Some  tables  may  have  been  drawn  up  with  which  we  are  un- 
acquainted. Yet  even  our  inadequate  materials  will  supply 
some  valuable  results. 

In  these  comparisons  we  may  as  well  confess  that  we  origi- 
nally had  the  state  of  things  in  Connecticut  in  view,  and  were 
desirous  of  ascertaining  how  far  this  commonwealth  differed 
in  one  important  department  of  morals,  and  in  respect  to  one 
indication  of  social  advance  or  decline,  from  its  sister  States. 
We  were  desirous,  also,  of  finding  out,  if  we  could,  whether 
there  was  any  movement  of  divorce  towards  increase  or  dimi- 
nntion  in  number,  and  whether  the  law  had  anything  to  do 
with  such  movement.  This  has  been  done  once,  and  well 
done,  by  a  friend  of  ours,  in  an  Article  in  the  New  Englander, 
entitled  "Divorce  Legislation  in  Connecticut,"  published  in 
July,  1866. 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  what  was  there  said  we  must  re- 
mind our  readers  that  to  the  two  original  causes  of  divorce — 
adultery  and  desertion — there  were  added  two  others  in  1843,  J^ 
"  habitual  intemperance  and  intolerable  cruelty,"  and  that  in 
1849  a  new  batch  of  causes  was  superadded,  viz :  sentence  of 
imprisonment  for  life,  bestiality  or  any  other  infamous  crime 
involving  a  violation  of  conjugal  duty  and  punishable  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  state-prison,  and — what  we  have  already 
spoken  of — any  such  misconduct  of  the  other  party  as  perma- 
nently destroys  the  happiness  of  the  petitioner  and  defeats  the 
purposes  of  the  marriage  relation.  This  last  is  generally 
known  in  the  State  as  the  "  omnibus  clause."  It  appears  that 
after  each  of  these  advances  in  legislation  there  was  an  in 
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crease  of  divorces,  that  the  divorces  in  1864  were  five  times  as 
many  as  in  1849,  although  the  population  had  grown  by  the 
addition  of  less  than  one-half,  of  which  one-half  Catholics, 
who  did  not  swell  the  divorces,  formed  not  a  small  part ;  and 
that  the  ''omnibus"  clause,  both  directly  and  by  its  influence 
when  other  causes  were  weak,  aided  the  petitioners  for  divorces 
not  a  little.  Add  to  all  this  that  after  divorces  are  granted 
there  is  an  unlimited  license  of  remarriage,  and  that  there  is  lit- 
tle fear  of  prosecutions  for  adultery.  A  man  and  woman  once 
divorced  may  return  to  their  old  connection  the  next  day.* 
The  adulterer  and  his  mistress,  the  adulteress  and  her  paramoar 
may  be  linked  together  in  a  union  which  they  aimed,  perhaps, 
to  make  possible  by  their  crime.  Herod  and  Herodias  might 
live  very  comfortably  under  our  laws,  unless  the  tetrarch 
Philip  were  malicious  enough  not  to  sue  for  a  divorce.  Is  it 
not  time,  if  such  is  the  case,  to  see  whether  we  ought  to  warn 
our  neighbors,  or  whether  we  had  better  advise  them  to  follow 
our  example.     How,  then,  do  statistics  show  that  we  stand ! 

The  statistics  we  shall  present  under  the  heads  of  the  ratio 
of  annual  divorces  to  annual  marriages,  and,  as  far  as  we  are 
able,  to  families,  and  to  population,  and  shall  then  seek  to 
gather  any  lessons  from  them  that  they  may  convey. 

In  Vermont  the  ratio  of  annual  divorces  to  annual  mar- 
riages stands  thus : 


Tears. 

Divorees. 

llarriagea. 

Batio. 

iseo, 

94 

2,179 

1  to  23.2 

1861, 

65 

2,188 

"  "  83.7 

1862, 

94 

1,962 

"  "  21 

1863, 

102 

2,007 

«  «'  20 

1864, 

98 

1,804 

"  «   IS 

1865, 

122 

2,569 

"  "   21 

1866, 

155 
730 

3,001 

"  «   19 

Total, 

15,710 

"  "  21.5 

*  A  member  of  the  committee  raised  to  consider  the  subject  of  diYorceB  in 
1867  stated  that  he  knew  a  conple  in  a  town  near  his  own  who  were  divorced 
and  married  a^in  a  fortnight  afterward,  and  obtidned  a  second  divorce  on  siau- 
lar  grounds  with  the  first  very  soon  afterward. 
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In  MassachaBetts, 

' 

Tean. 

Divorce*. 

Marriagei. 

Batioi. 

1861, 

243 

10,972 

1  to  46 

1862, 

227 

11,014 

"  "  48.4 

1863, 

239 

10,873 

«  "  45.9 

1864, 

313 

12,513 

"  "  40 

Total,  1,022  45,372  *'  ''  44.4 

In  Ohio,  (the  years  begin  in  July  of  the  year  named). 

Tears.  Divorces.        Marriages.  Ratios. 

1865,  837  22,198  1  to  24 

1866,  1,169  30,479 

1867,  975 


((  (( 


In  Connecticnt, 

Years.  Divorces.  Marriages.  Ratios. 

1860,  310  3,978  1  to  12.83 

1861,  275  3,757  •'  "  13.70 

1862,  257  8,701  ''  '^  14.44 

1863,  291  3,467  "  "  11.90 

1864,  426  4,107  "  "  9.64 

1865,  404  4,460  "  «   11.04 

1866,  488  4,978  "  "   10.19 

1867,  459  4,779  «  ''   10.40 


Total,  2,910  83,227  1  to  11.40 

From  Prussia  we  have  some  materials  for  instituting  a  com- 
parison between  that  country  of  notoriously  loose  divorce  laws 
and  the  States  named  above.  We  exclude  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation, which  cannot  be  done  with  accuracy  in  the  States,  and 
thus  the  story  which  the  tables  tell  is  unfairly  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  For  instance,  in  Connecticut,  where  the  whole  number 
of  marriages  was,  as  before  stated,  4,978  in  1866,  the  mar- 
riages, in  which  both  parties  were  of  foreign  birth,  were  1,208- 
Now,  of  these  it  is  safe  to  say  that  two-thirds,  say  800,  were 
Catholics,  who  rarely  petition  for  divorce  in  this  State.  De- 
ducting them  we  have  the  ratio  of  one  divorce  to  less  than 
eight  and  a  half  so  called  Protestant  or  rather  non-Catholic, 
marriages. 
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Prussia,  in  1855.  Marriage  of  non  Catholics,  84,914; 
divorces,  2,937  :  ratio,  1  to  29. 

Thus  Connecticut  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  altogether. 
Tlie  ratio  of  divorces  to  marriages  is  here  double  what  it  is 
in  Yerraont,  nearly  four-fold  that  in  Massachusetts,  and  much 
more  than  double  that  in  Prussia.  There  are  absolutely 
more  divorces  in  Connecticut,  on  the  average,  by  108  (viz: 
364  every  year)  than  in  Massachusetts,  a  State  with  two  and  a 
half  times  as  many  inhabitants.  There  were  in  1866,  more 
than  half  as  many  as  in  Ohio,  a  State  with  almost  five  times  the 
population. 

It  ought  to  be  said  that  the  divorces  in  several  of  the  States 
were  unduly  great  in  the  year  1864,  and  have  been  so  since 
the  war.  The  reason  must  be  that  many  hasty  marriages  were 
contracted  by  soldiers;  the  motive  being,  on  the  woman's  part, 
to  get  a  share  of  the  bonnty,  or  the  pension,  if  the  husband 
should  be  killed.  But  to  counterbalance  this,  the  marriages, 
as  always  happens  in  similar  cases  after  a  war,  have  increased 
quite  perceptibly,  so  that  the  ratio  is  not  much  aflFected. 

In  Prussia  the  comparisons  are  made  between  the  number 
of  divorces  and  the  whole  number  of  married  couples,  or  be- 
tween the  divorces  and  the  whole  population.  The  statistics 
which  have  fallen  under  our  notice  are  the  following,  pertain- 
ing to  1838-1840. 

Judicial  district  of  Berlin :  67  divorces  to  100,000  inhabitants. 
"  «  Frankfort,  30      «  "  " 

^*  «  Magdeburg  35    «  "  " 

«  «         Konig9berg34    "  "  '* 

'*         -  "         Stettin  36  "  "  '' 

"  *'  Greifswaldl6      "  «  " 

In  the  Rhine  provinces,  among  600,000  Protestants,  there 
were  four  divorces  to  100,000  souls,  which  last  item  shows  that 
in  a  Prussian  province,  where  the  general  code  is  not  used  but 
the  legislation  is  based  on  the  code  Napoleon  and  the  people 
have  had  a  different  juristic  training,  the  divorces  are  very  few. 
j^  Or  in  other  words  the  Prussian  divorce  law  encourages  and  mul- 
tiplies divorces.  This  is  shown  also  by  the  tables  ibr  other 
parts  of  Protestant  Germany.  Thus,  in  Saxony,  in  judicial 
districts,  containing  900,000  inhabitants,  takiiigj  the  average 
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of  1836-1840,  there  were  not  quite  19  divorces  to  100,000 
souls.  In  Electoral  Hesse  there  were  in  1835,  24 ;  in  1841, 
28;  in  1851,16;  in  1851,17;  in  1853,  14  divorces,  which 
point  to  ratios  varying  between  less  than  4  and  2  to  100,000.* 

Onr  comparisons  of  these  data  with  similar  ones  in  some  of 
the  United  States  must  be  based  in  part  upon  estimates.  For 
Massachusetts,  we  follow  Dr.  Jarvis's  estimates  in  the  census  of 
that  State  for  1865  (page  206).  Vermont  adds  to  its  population 
so  slowly  that  the  (Jnited  States  census  of  1860  may  be  taken  to 
represent  the  present  number  of  inhabitants.  For  Connecticut, 
we  may  calculate  on  a  yearly  addition  of  two  per  cent., 
which  is  about  the  same  increase  which  prevailed  between 
1850  and  1860,  but  may  be  quite  too  large,and  therefore  tells 
too  good  a  story  for  the  State. 

In  Yermont,  taking  the  average,  as  already  given,  there 
is  one  divorce  annually  to  3,125  inhabitants,  33  divorces  to 
100,000. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  were,  in 

1861,  19.7  divorces  to  100,000. 

1862,  18.2        «  " 

1863,  19.  "  " 

1864,  24.8        "  " 

In  Ohio,  in  1865,  there  were  83i  divorces  to  100,000. 
And  in  Connecticut,  iu 

1860,  67.4  divorces  to  100,000. 

1864,  85.5        ''  " 

1867,  87.5        "  " 

But  this,  bad  as  it  is,  as  we  said,  tells  too  good  a  story,  for 
onr  estimate  of  population  embraces  all  the  Catholics. 

*From  Strippelmann's  Bhefloheldongsrecht,  an  excellent  work  writteD  by  a 
lawyer  at  Gaesel  in  Heeee,  and  published  in  1S54.  Our  authority  for  the  other 
German  statistice  is  Yiebahn'e  Statistik,  part  2,  published  in  1S62.  The  Ameri- 
can  anthorities  are  the  annual  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  Statistics  in 
Ohio  for  1855>67,  a  report  submitted  to  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  1866, 
embracing  five  years,  from  1860  to  1864,  the  State  Librarian's  annual  reports  in 
Connecticut,  which  for  several  years  have  by  law  embraced  divorces  also,  and 
for  Yermont  the  pablio  reports  for  1860,  1861 «  and  a  manuscript  detailed  state- 
ment, kindly  furnished  by  Henry  Clark,  Esq.,  of  Rutland,  Clerk  of  the  Senate  of 
that  State.  Rev.  W.  W.  Andrews  and  others  have  rendered  us  important  assist- 
ance. 
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In  Prussia,  again,  as  the  following  table  shows,  the  divorces 
are  steadily  decreasing,  owing,  as  Yiebahn  says,  to  the  more 
"  earnest  treatment "  of  divorces  on  the  part  of  the  civil  and 
church  authorities.  The  table  gives  the  number  of  divorces 
and  of  married  couples  at  several  intervals. 

1818,  3,138  divorces,  or  1  to  517  existing  marriages. 
1822,  2,832        "  "      617  *' 

1836,  3,291         '^  "       593  " 

1839,  2,789        "  "      731  " 

1841,  2,714        **  "      774  « 

1850,  2,920        «  «      798  « 

1855,  2,937        ''  "      965  •  " 

This,  however,  indicates  not  the  married  couples  among  the 
Protestants,  as  it  ought  to  do,  but  through  the  entire  popula- 
tion. To  get  at  the  former,  we  should  have  to  diminish  the 
last  list  in  about  the  ratio  of  16  to  10.  Thus,  in  185.*>,  it  would 
be,  instead  of  1  to  965,  1  to  603. 

We  have  no  statistics  of  the  number  of  married  couples  in 
this  country,  but  the  number  of  farnilies  is  given  in  the  last 
census  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  average  there  found,  of  4J 
to  a  family,  will  probably  apply  to  the  New  England  States 
in  general.  Then  we  should  have  to  deduct  those  families 
at  the  head  of  which  there  is  not  a  married  pair,  in  order 
to  make  a  comparison  with  Prussia ;  but  we  have  no  data 
to  perform  this  process  within  our  reach.  The  number  of 
families,  however,  in  Massachusetts,  in  1865,  was  269,968,  and 
the  ratio  here  would  be  for  1864  one  divorce  to  862  families. 
In  Connecticut  for  the  same  year,  there  was  one  to  less  than 
249  families. 

Thus,  Connecticut,  according  to  all  of  these  measures  of  its 
position,  occupies  a  bad  eminence  among  the  States.*  We 
should  be  glad  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  present  more  exact 
T  statistics  touching  the  ratio  of  divorce  to  families,  for  it  is  tie 
disease  that  undermines  family  life.  The  eminent  commis- 
sioner of  statistics  for  Ohio,  in  his  report  for  1865,  has  some 

*lDdianA  and  Missouri  oertainly  have  do  statistics  of  divorce,  and  we  suppose 
the  same  to  be  true  of  ali  the  Weatern  States.  A  friend  residing  id  Indiana  es- 
timates the  annual  divorces  there  to  be  almost  S»000.  If  it  be  so,  the  ratio  to 
the  number  of  inhabitants  surpasses  that  of  Connecticut. 
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striking  remarks  on  this  great  social  evil.  The  number  of 
divorces  for  that  year  was  837,  which,  says  he  "  at  the  present 
population  of  the  State,  is  1  to  3,000  persons,  and  1  divorce  to 
26  of  the  annual  number  of  marriages.  It  is  not  a  very  plea- 
sant thought,  that«  when  we  look  upon  twenty-six  couples  of 
young  married  people,  we  know  that  one  of  those  couples 
must  be  divorced.  Yet  such  is  the  state  of  fact.  To  begin 
with  a  marriage,  we  have  these  facts.  One  of  every  60  per- 
sons we  shall  meet  on  a  road  will  be  married  within  a  year. 
But  as  one-half  the  population  are  under  the  marriageable 
age,  and  more  than  half  the  residue  are  married,  it  follows  that 
at  least  one  in  fifteen  of  all  the  marriageable  people  we  meet 
will  be  married  within  a  year,  or  two  persons  out  of  each 
thirty  of  a  marriageable  age,  will  be  married  in  a  year — giving 
one  marriage  to  each  thirty.  Twenty -six  times  that  is  780; 
and  thus  two  persons  out  of  780,  or  one  out  of  390  of  all  the 
marriageable  people  in  the  State,  will  be  married  and  divorced 
in  a  year.  This  is  the  ratio,  although  the  actual  divorce  will 
probably  not  take  place  for  several  years." 

A  somewhat  similar  train  of  thought  has  occurred  to  us  in 
regard  to  Connecticut,  where,  for  several  years,  one  divorce  has 
taken  place  to  about  ten  marriages.  Deduct  now  the  Catholics, 
deduct  also  the  better  class  of  society,  than  whom  a  class  more 
observant  of  the  family  tie  exists  nowhere  on  earth,  and  we 
shall  conclude  that  out  of  every  seven  couples  that  call  them- 
selves Protestant  one  will  be  divorced,  while,  according  to  Mr.  -^ 
Loomis's  tables  in  the  New  Englander,  July,  1866,  two-thirds 
of  the  divorces  will  occur  in  less  than  six  years  after  marriage. 
And  we  believe  that  the  present  law  must  bear  the  burden  of 
this  social  immorality. 

But  we  cannot  help  adding  one  comparison  more.  Dr 
Dwight,  in  his  sermon  on  divorce,*  says  that  when  the  flood- 
gates were  opened  at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  revolution,  "f 
there  were,  according  to  the  Abbe  Gregoire,  20,000  divorces 
granted  in  France  in  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Now,  there 
were,  it  is  said,  in  1791,  about  twenty-six  millions  of  persons  in 
France.  Suppose  now  that  two-thirds  of  these  divorces  be- 
longed to  one  year.    Aaccording  to  the  rate  in  Connecticut  in 

♦Theology,  Sermon  121. 
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1866,  there  ought  to  have  been  in  France  over  26,000,  or  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  in  France  there  onght  to  liave  been  less  than 
266  instead  of  488  that  year  in  Connecticut.  If  things  go  on 
80,  people  will  begin  to  wish  that  the  lower  classes,  among 
whom  now  divorces  principally  prevail,  could  come  under 
Catholic  influence. 

We  have  little  to  add  to  this  exposition.  The  causes  of  di- 
vorce are  given  in  the  various  reports  presented  to  the  legisla- 
tures. Some  of  the  information  we  annex.  In  Vermont,  out 
of  571  divorces  in  five  years,  there  were  for  adultery,  16t; 
willful  desertion,  188;  desertion,  60;  intolerable  severity,  126; 
for  refusal  to  support,  13 ;  with  20  others,  in  most  of  which 
more  causes  than  one  are  mentioned.  In  Massachusetts,  out  of 
1,294  divorces  granted  in  about  five  years,  there  were  for 
adultery,  546,  or  42.8  per  cent. ;  for  desertion,  589,  or  45.6  per 
cent. ;  for  cruelty,  122,  or  9.4  per  cent. ;  15  for  intemperance, 
and  21  miscellaneous.  Here  the  large  ratio  for  adultery  is 
startling.  Can  this  represent  the  real  state  of  the  case  ?  In 
Ohio,  out  of  2,681  cases  of  which  the  causes  are  particularly  as- 
signed, there  were  granted  for  adultery,  935 ;  for  absence  and 
neglect,  1,030  ;  for  cruelty,  440  ;  for  intemperance,  198.  For 
Connecticut,  we  add  to  Mr.  Loomis's  tables  those  published  by 
the  State  Librarian  for  18b6-67,  borrowing  his  remark  in  his 
report  for  1866,  that  the  causes  far  exceed  the  numb^  ^of 
divorces  granted.     These  causes  are  mainly 


1866. 

1867. 

Adultery, 

158 

118 

Desertion, 

193 

153 

Cruelty, 

91 

78 

Misconduct, 

177 

190 

Intemperance, 

91 

91 

716  628 

"  The  foregoing  table  of  causes  is  wholly  unreliable,"  Bays 
the  Librarian  in  his  report  of  1867,  and  only  so  much  seems 
to  be  deducible,  that  the  cau^e  of  '  misconduct'  under  the  onk- 
nihus  clause  of  the  act  of  1849,  is  exerting  increasing  mis- 
chief, helping  out  other  grounds  where  they  are  weak,  and 
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having  a  baleful  becanse  a  moBt  indefiDite  and  capriciouB  in- 
fluence of  its  own. 

In  Yermont,  Again 9  the  hnsband  is  the  libel! ant  in  266  and 
the  wife  io  315  cases;  in  Massachusetts,  if  we  have  counted 
right,  the  husband  in  428  cases  and  the  wife  in  866 ;  and  in 
Connecticut  in  the  years  named,  the  husband  in  one-third,  the 
wife  in  two-thirds  of  the  cases,  whicli^were  810  in  number. 

Of  the  number  of  cases  presented  to  the  courts  and  re- 
jected— which  if  published  might  test  the  uprightness  of  the 
courts — we  have  no  accounts,  except  that  in  Ohio  in  1857 
1,441  petitions  came  before  the  courts,  of  which  975  were 
granted,  245  dismisssed,  and  220  not  disposed  of  at  the  close 
of  t})e  statistical  year. 

Of  the  origin  of  the  applicants  for  divorce  we  have  no 
items  furnished  to  us,  save  that  in  Ohio  the  counties  where 
the  Catholics  form  a  considerable  part  of  the  population  fell 
below  their  ratio,  while  the  "  Western  Reserve  counties  have 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  divorces  than  the  rest  of  the 
State."  These  counties  constitute  ''  New  Connecticut,"  the 
settlers  of  which  came  from  the  old  State.  The  fact  is  signi- 
ficant. 

Has  it  not,  we  ask  in  closing,  been  made  to  appear  that  the 
laws  of  divorce  in  this  country  demand  a  thorough  examina- 
tion, and,  in  many  States  at  least,  a  thorough  revision,  but  es- 
pecially in  that  State  formerly  the  land  of  steady  habits,  where 
the  law  and  the  habits  of  the  people  show  the  greatest  de- 
generacy.'*    And  are  not  all  the  churches,  all  right  minded 


*  In  1867  a  Committee  of  the  Legislatiire  of  CoDDecticnt  reported  an  act 
toocbing  divorce,  which  was  not  passed  bnt  referred  over  to  the  next  legislature 
as  UDfinisbed  business.  It  contains  some  remedies  for  the  defects  of  the  present 
law,  bnt  they  tonch  only  minor  evfls.  Section  1  requires,  where  the  appUoa- 
tioQ  for  divorce  is  ex  parte,  the  testimony  of  two  credible  witnesses  residing  in  the 
State,  to  the  good  character  and  residence  in  the  Slate  of  the  applicant  Sec- 
tion 2  requires  that  no  divorce  cases  shall  be  heard  in  chambers  or  else^ 
where  than  in  open  court  and  in  th  e  regular  court-room.  Section  8  forbids 
granting  divorce  on  the  ground  of  misconduct,  untU  one  year  after  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  suit,  and  Section  4  forbids  granting  it  for  any  other  reason 
until  six  months  afte^  passing  the  decree,  which  i^  to  be  void  unless  the  time  for 
its  taking  effect  be  expressed  therein. 
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people,  all  Protestants  and  Catholics,  called  upon  to  anite  in  a 
demand  that  there  be  some  check  on  so  great  and  threatening 
an  evil  as  that  which  we  have  spoken  of  in  this  Article.  What 
the  duty  of  Christian  churches  is  in  regard  to  divorce,  es- 
pecially in  their  discipline,  and  what  are  the  leading  fea-< 
tures  of  a  good,  or  at  least  an  endurable  divorce  law,  we  intend 
to  consider  in  the  next  aumber  of  this  journal 
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Article  IV. -PRINCETON  EXEGESIS.— A   REVIEW  OF 
Db,  HODGE^S  COMMENTARY  ON  ROMANS  V.  12-19. 

All  persons  who  are  familiar  with  theological  discussions 
mnst  have  noticed  one  striking  diiferenoe  between  the  writings 
of  the  higher  order  of  German  scholars  and  those  of  the  defend- 
ers of  a  certain  so-called  strict  orthodoxy  in  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.  The  former  defend  their  own  views  fearlessly, 
and  often  inform  their  readers  that  all  opposed  to  them  are  arbi- 
trary or  without  foundation.  But  they  are  content  to  examine 
patiently  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  are  always  ready  to  admit 
that  none,  but  those  who  are  really  so,  are  fellow  advocates 
with  them  on  the  same  side.  They  give  us  a  long  array  of 
names,  from  the  earliest  times  onward,  of  men  more  or  less 
celebrated — even  of  those  who  have  been  leaders  of  the  Church, 
—and  tell  us  frankly,  if  the  truth  demands  it,  that  they 
have  one  and  all  maintained  a  certain  doctrine,  or  opinion,  or 
interpretation,  which  is  inconsistent  with  their  own;  and 
then  they  throw  themselves  wholly  upon  what  seem  to 
them  the  facta  and  arguments,  confidently  believing  that 
the  truth  will  protect  itself  and  will  decide  the  controversy  at 
the  end.  But  the  latter  class  of  persons,  on  the  other  hand, 
from  the  very  position  which  they  liold,  seem  to  be  afraid  to 
acknowledge  anything;  and  no  sooner  do  they  enter  on  the 
defense  of  some  theory,  which  they  have  derived  from  the  teach- 
ers of  their  own  narrow  circle,  than  they  feel  called  upon  to  as- 
sume that  almost  everybody,  from  the  beginning  of  Christian 
history,  has  believed  just  what  they  believe,  and  has  inter- 
preted the  Scriptures  just  as  they  interpret  them.  If  one 
inquires  in  the  line  of  theological  doctrine,  they  declare  with 
the  utmost  boldness,  that  theirs  is  the  view  of  the  great  body  of 
the  reformers  aqd  the  Church.  If,  with  the  freedom  which  be- 
longs to  Protestantism,  one  ventures  to  ask  what  the  words  of 
the  Sacred  Text  mean,  they  instantly  assure  him  that  commen- 
tators and  scholars  of  every  class  agree  with  them,  that  theirs 

VOL.  xxvn.  86 
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iB  the  only  simple  and  natnral  explanation  which  can  be  given. 
A  few  heretics,  indeed,  or  a  few  persons  wlio  have  theological 
prejudices  and  cannot  endure  the  stronger  doctrines  of  the 
Bible,  may,  here  and  there,  have  wrested  the  teachings  of  the 
Apostles  into  something  quite  contrary  to  the  plain  meaning 
of  what  they  wrote.  But  these  are  persons  dearly  outside 
of  the  Church,  or,  if  within  it,  they  are  so  insignificant  in 
numbers  as  to  be  unworthj'  of  notice.  The  voice  of  the  great 
Christian  company  is  still  in  unbroken  hannonj,  and  is  alto- 
gether in  their  favor.  This  assumption  is,  perhaps,  more 
remarkable  in  the  matter  of  the  interpretation  of  Biblical  pas- 
sages bearing  upon  certain  doctrines,  than  in  that  of  the  opin- 
ions of  past  theologians  concerning  those  doctrines  themselves. 
For  in  the  coui-se  of  long  treatises  or  argumentations,  the 
words  of  an  author  may  fail  to  be  comprehended,  or  there  may 
be  such  qualifications  and  modifications,  that  particular  para- 
graphs and  sentences  may  seem  to  bear  in  a  diflferent  direction 
from  others,  and  so  may  be  mistaken  for  the  opposite  of  what 
they  were,  originally,  intended  to  teach.  But  it  seems  hardly 
possible  to  suppose  that  a  writer  who  translates  a  word  or  pas- 
sage in  the  Scriptures  in  a  certain  way  takes  precisely  the 
opposite  view  of  it,  nnless,  indeed,  there  be  either  a  want  of 
careful  examination  or  an  unwillingness  to  see  what  is  plainly 
to  be  seen.  But  the  class  of  writers  to  whom  we  allude,  do  not 
hesitate  here  more  than  elsewhere.  Indeed,  this  confident 
assumption  and  assertion  constitute  no  inconsiderable  portion 
of  their  power  and  influence  over  their  followers.  Hundreds 
of  minds,  unaccustomed  to  examine  for  themselves,  gain  a 
more  unwavering  trust  in  what  they  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve, because  they  hear  their  teachers  continually  repeating  to 
them,  that  the  Scriptures,  literally  interpreted,  mean  thns  and 
ao,  and  that  all  unprejudiced  minds  of  every  theological  opin- 
ion, as  well  as  in  every  age,  have  admitted  the  fact.  And, 
doubtless,  the  repetition  has  its  due  effect  not  only  on  the  dis- 
ciples, but  also  on  the  masters  themselves.  They  are  led  to 
firmer  conviction,  and  are  made  bolder  in  their  conflicts  with 
adversaries,  as  they  persuade  themselves  that  what  they  have 
said  so  often  must  be  the  truth ;  until,  by  and  by,  the  person  who 
ventures  to  go  back  to  the  original  sources  for  himself,  and,  in 
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his  search,  happens  to  discover  another  interpretation  which 
has  been  adopted,  in  the  past,  by  great  numbers  of  learned 
scholars,  or  is  even  accepted  by  the  majority  of  them  at  the 
present  day,  is  immediately  judged  to  be  at  variance  with 
orthodoxy,  or  is  charitably  regarded  as  being  in  his  life  some- 
what better  than  he  is  in  his  faith.  No  body  of  theologians 
in  this  country,  during  the  past  thirty  or  forty  years,  have 
been  more  constant  illustrations  of  this  peculiarity,  than  those 
whose  center  is  at  Princeton ;  and  no  example  of  this  method 
of  dealing,  on  their  part,  with  Scriptural  interpretation  can  be 
brought  forward,  which  is  more  striking  than  that  whicl)  has 
reference  to  the  doctrine  of  Original  Sin. 

In  his  recently-published  edition  of  his  Commentary  on  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans — much  enlarged  bej'pnd  tlie  limits  of 
his  earlier  work,  and,  doubtless,  presenting  the  results  of  his 
matured  scholarship  and  reflection — Dr.  Hodge  sets  forth  be- 
fore his  readers  the  Princeton  view  coucerning  the  imputation 
of  Adam's  sin,  as  founded  upon  the  celebrated  passage  in  the 
fifth  chapter  of  that  Epistle.  He  draws  out  his  explanation  of 
the  verses  at  great  length,  claiming  for  it  the  authority  of  the 
Church,  and  defending  it  with  all  his  ability ;  and  then,  at  the 
close  of  his  arguments  and  exegesis,  we  hear  the  solemn,  and 
to  his  own  mind  and  that  of  his  followers,  no  doubt,  decisive 
announcement — "  It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  interpre- 
tation given  to  the  several  clauses  in  this  passage  is  the  simple, 
natural  meaning  of  the  words,  as,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, is  admitted.  The  objections  relied  upon  against  it  are 
almost  exclusively  of  a  theological,  rather  than  a  philological  or 
exegetical  character."  We  propose,  in  the  present  Article,  to 
raise  the  question,  Is  it  so?  Is  the  meaning  given  by  this  dis- 
tinguished theologian  to  the  several  words  and  phrases,  as  he 
asserts,  the  natural  and  simple  m^eaninffj  to  which  the  unbi- 
assed mind  is  most  readily  brought,  and  is  this  admitted,  vnth 
scarcely  an  exception^  either  by  his  opponents  or  by  commen- 
tators in  general  ?  The  objections  against  the  Princeton  theory 
from  what  may  be  called  the  theological  standpoint  are  nume- 
rous and  strong  enough,  but  the  question  to  which  we  limit 
ourselves  is,  whether  these  are  all,  or  whether,  on  the  other  hand, 
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it  is  not  clear,  that  those  objections  which  come  from  the  phi- 
lological or  exegetical  side  are  quite  as  nnmerous  and  quite  as 
strong.  In  our  opinion,  they  are,  at  least,  about  as  numerons 
as  the  length  of  the  passage  will  allow,  for  they  are  to  be 
found  at  every  successive  step ; — and  the  scholars  who  are  at 
variance  with  Dr.  Hodge  far  exceed  in  number  those  who 
accord  with  his  views. 

But,  that  we  may  have  the  ground  clearly  opened  before 
us,  we  call  attention,  at  the  outset,  to  his  parapbi-ase  of  the 
whole  passage,  which  is  as  follows  : — **  By  one  man  sin  en- 
tered into  the  world,  or  men  were  brought  to  stand  in  the 
relation  of  sinners  to  Ood ;  death  consequently  passed  on  all, 
because  for  the  offense  of  that  one  man  they  were  all  regarded 
and  treated  as  sinners.    That  this  is  really  the  case  is  plain, 
because  the  execution  of  the  penalty  of  a  law  cannot  be  more 
extensive  than  its  violation ;  and  consequently,  if  all  are  sub- 
ject to  penal  evils,  all  are  regarded  as  sinners  in  the  sight  of 
God.     This  universality  in  the  infliction  of  penal  evil  cannot 
be  accounted  for  on  the  ground  of  the  violation  of  the  law  of 
Moses,  since  men  were  subject  to  such  evil  before  that  law  was 
given ;  nor  yet  on  account  of  the  violation  of  the  more  general 
law  written  on  the  heart,  since  even  they  are  subject  to  this 
evil,  who  have  never  personally  sinned  at  all.     We  must  con- 
clude, therefore,  that  men  are  regarded  and  treated  as  sinners 
on  account  of  the  sin  of  Adam.     He  is,  therefore,  a  type  of 
Christ.     The  cases,  however,  are  not  entirely  analogous ;  for  if 
it  is  consistent  with  the  Divine  character,  that  we  should  suffer 
for  what  Adam  did,  how  much  more  may  we  expect  to  be 
made  happy  for  what  Christ  has  done !     Besides,  we  are  con- 
demned for  one  sin  only,  on  Adam's  account;  whereas  Christ 
saves  us  not  only  from  the  evils  consequent  on  that  transgres- 
sion, but  also  from  the  punishment  of  our  own  innumerable 
offenses.     Now,  if  for  the  offense  of  one,  death  thus  triamphs 
over  all,  how  much  more  shall  they  who  receive  the  grace  of 
the  gospel,  not  only   be  saved  from  evil,  but  reign  in  life 
through  Christ  Jesus  I     Wherefore,  as  on  account  of  one  the 
condemnatory  sentence  has  passed  on  all  the  descendants  ot 
Adam,  so  on  account  of  the  righteousness  of  one,  gratuitons 
justification  comes  on  all  who  receive  the  grace  of  Christ;  for 
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as  on  account  of  the  disobedience  of  one  we  are  regarded  aa 
sinners,  so  on  account  of  the  obedience  of  the  other  we  are  re- 
garded as  righteons." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  the  main  force  of  the 
passage,  as  thus  explained,  and  the  main  peculiarity  of  the 
Princeton  view  lies  in  the  words,  "for  the  offense  of  that  one 
man  they  were  all  regarded  and  treated  as  sinners.''     And 
were  there  any  doubt  on  this  point,  after  the  mere  examination 
of  the  paraphrase,  other  remarks  which  the  author  makes 
would  be  decisive — as,  for  example,  '*  His  design  is  to  show 
that  there  is  a  form  of  death,  or  penal  evil,  to  which  men  are 
subject,  anterior  to  any  personal  transgression  or  inherent  cor- 
ruption."    "  It  follows  that  they  are  regarded  and  treated  as 
sinners,  on   the    ground    of   the  disobedience  of   another.'' 
^^  Adam's  sin  is  the  direct  judicial  ground  or  reason  for  the 
infliction  of  penal  evil "  on  his  posterity.    Adam's  sin  "  consti- 
tuted a  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  so  regarding  and  treat- 
ing them,"  i.  e.  as  sinners.     "  We  are  involved  in  the  condem- 
nation of  a  sin  in  which  we  had  no  personal  concern."    This 
statement,  that  we  had  no  personal  concern  in  Adam's  sin, 
means,  according  to  Dr.  Hodge,  that  we  did  not  participate  in 
Adam's  sin,  and  that  we  were  not  one  moral  person  with  him. 
We  only  sinned  in  him  as  our  head  and  representative ; — that 
is,  he  being  our  representative,  his  sin  was  "  the  judicial  ground 
or  reason  why  death  passed  upon  all  of  us ;"— or,  in  other  words, 
while  there  is  "no  ground  of  remorse  to  us"  for  Adam's  sin, 
because  we  did  not  commit  it,  we  are  justly  exposed  to  con- 
demnation on  account  of  it.    To  the  maintenance  of  the  idea, 
then,  that  metij  tJiough  not  having  committed  Adam^s  sin^ 
are  legally  responsihle  for  it^  and  are  condemned^  in  conee- 
quencey  to  the  endurance  of  penal  evil,  becatcse  he  was  their 
legal  representative^  the  theologians  of  this  School  are  obliged 
to  commit  themselves,  and  they  are  obliged  to  show,  that  this 
idea  is  found  in  Romans  v.  12-19. 

In  considering  the  tenableness  or  untenableness  of  their 
view  in  r^ard  to  this  passage  of  Paul's  writings,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  if  the  Apostle  conveys  any  such  meaning 
as  this,  it  must  be  contained  in  the  verb  Vo^o^  of  vs.  12  con- 
sidered in  itself;  or  in  the  13th  and  14th  verses,  in  their  bear- 
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ing  upon  that  verb  ;  or  in  the  thought  of  vs.  15,  as  modified 
and  influenced  by  vss.  16  and  17 ;  or,  finally  in  the  words 
xaTsar&drjaay  dfjiaQtoiloi  of  VS.  19,  as  giving  the  reason  for  the  state- 
ment of  the  18th  verse.  To  the  investigation  of  these  four 
main  points,  therefore,  we  now  turn,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  order  and  clearness,  we  shall  include  whatever  reraarkB 
may  be  suggested  on  subordinate  points,  under  one  or  another 
of  these  heads. 

I. 

What,  then,  in  the  first  places  let  us  inquire,  is  the  "  natural 
and  simple  meaning  "  of  ^aqxoif  of  the  twelfth  verse?  In  his 
earlier  Commentary,  published  thirty  years  ago,  and  the 
eighteenth  edition  of  which,  issued  in  1861,  we  have  before  us, 
the  distinguished  Professor  seems  to  take  the  position,  that 
this  verb  may  be  properly  translated  here  by  the  words, "  were 
regarded  and  treated  as  sinners."^  And  in  support  of  such  a 
translation,  as  in  strict  accordance  with  usage,  he  refers  to  two 
passages  in  the  Septuagint  version  of  the  Old  Testament— 
namely.  Gen.  xliv.  32  (or  Gen.  xliii.  9,  which  has  the  same 
words),  and  1  Kings  i.  21.  His  opponents  in  the  controversies 
of  those  days  assailed  his  position  with  earnestness,  and,  as  we 
believe,  conclusively  showed  that  any  such  idea  of  the  verb 
was,  in  the  strictest  sense,  against  the  usage  of  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, and  that  the  two  instances  quoted  from  the  Septuagint 
— even  allowing  all  that  could  be  claimed  with  r^ard  to  them— 
could  not,  with  any  reason,  be  made  to  bear  upon  the  verse 
now  under  consideration.  It  will  hardly  be  necessary  to  re- 
peat what  they  said,  or  to  renew  the  argument.  Nothing,  it 
will  be  admitted,  but  ths  ahsoluie  necessity  of  the  case^  could 
ever  make  us  translate  the  verb  dfiaijii6,vm  in  this  way  even  in 
those  verses.  In  other  words,  if  we  could  find  any  possibility 
in  the  context,  of  assigning  the  ordinary  active  meaning  to  the 


*  The  exaot  language  of  the  earlier  edition  is,  ^'  The  word  translated '  have 
Moned'  [in  the  English  Version]  may,  in  strict  accordance  with  usage,  be  ren- 
dered have  heccme  guilty,  or,  regardsd  and  treated  at  einnere.^  The  impresiion  is 
left  upon  the  reader's  mind,  that  the  author  considered  this  a  proper  trantlatioa 
of  the  words,  and  against  any  such  interpretation  his  oj^nents  contended. 
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verb,  the  aniversal  classical  and  Biblical  nsage  of  the  word  would 
lead  as  inBtantly  to  do  so.  The  same  is  true  of  every  other  case, 
and,  therefore,  so  far  from  adopting  any  such  interpretation 
readily,  as  the  natural  signification,  the  presumption  is  over- 
whelming against  it ;  so  overwhelming  indeed,  that,  among  all 
the  lexicographers  whose  works  we  have  at  command,  only  one 
even  alludes  to  any  such  meaning  of  the  word  anywhere,  and  he 
only  in  this  passage  and  Gen.  xliv.  32.  But  we  regard  Dr.  Hodge 
himself  as  having  abandoned  this  position  at  last.  The  oppor- 
tunities for  examination  of  the  Greek  language,  during  thirty 
years,  and  the  accumulating  evidence  derived  from  the  views  of 
all  the  celebrated  scholars  of  Germany,  who  have,  within  that 
time,  accomplished  so  much  in  this  department,  could  scarcely 
fail  to  drive  any  man,  in  some  measure;  away  from  a  view  so 
utterly  without  foundation.  Accordingly,  we  find,  in  the 
recent  edition,  that  he  throws  the  argument  above  alluded  to 
into  a  subordinate  place,  and  acknowledges  that  n6i»TBg  iJ^o^Toy 
"  signifies  all  sinned  and  can  signify  nothing  else."  We  may 
consider  the  controversy  on  this  particular  point,  therefore,  as 
now  at  an  end.  And  we  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  object 
tions  presented  by  those  who  believed,  long  ago,  that  this  was 
the  only  possible  signification  of  ^aqtov^  were  not  "  of  a  theo- 
logical, rather  than  a  philological  or  exegetical  character." 

It  must  not  be  supposed  however,  from  what  has  just  been 
said,  that  Dr.  Hodge  has  come  over  to  the  ground  of  his  adver- 
saries altogether,  in  regard  to  this  word.  Far  from  it.  His 
doctrinal  opinions  still  keep  their  hold  upon  him,  and  he  now 
informs  us  that,  wherever  we  find  the  words  n&fteg  \ua^xo»^ 
which  "  can  signify  nothing  else  but  all  sinned,''  the  question 
must  be  asked,  in  what  seme  did  they  all  sin  ?  This  question  he 
answers  in  the  present  case,  by  saying  we  sinned  "  putatively '' 
in  Adam,  or  his  sin  was  "  legally  and  effectively  "  ours: — and 
60  he  comes,  substantially,  to  the  same  position  as  before, 
while  he  reiterates,  in  decisive  terms,  that  this  is  "  the  simple 
and  natural  meaning  "  of  the  words.  But  where  do  we  dis- 
cover anything  which  justifies  such  an  idea?  The  verb,  "to 
sin,"  ^aigf&¥ei¥  is  very  familiar  to  the  New  Testament  writers, 
and  one  which  riearly  all  of  them  use.  This  verb,  and  its 
kindred  noun  and  adjective,  <V'«^^^  and  <V««e»«^f ,  are  employed 
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by  Paul  more  frequently  than  by  any  one  else — more  than  fifty 
times  in  this  one  Epistle  to  the  Romans.    Snrely,  something 
can  be  determined,  from   so  manifold  cases,  as  to  what  he 
meant  by  it.     He  and  his  associate  authors  make  a  vsagefor 
themselves^  so  that  we  need  not  go  beyond  their  own  writings, 
in  order  to   reach  a  decision  of  the  question.    Now,  there 
is  not    a  single  instance,    from   the    begining  to    the  end 
of  the  New  Testament,  outside  of  the  verse  which  is  now 
under  consideration,  where  any  one  of  them   uses  the  verb 
in  the  sense  assigned  to  it  by  Dr.  Hodge.    No  suck  thought 
as   that  of   **  sinning  legally    or  putatively"    was   in   their 
minds  in   connection  with  it.     We  may  safely  challenge  the . 
production  of  any  passage  in  contradiction   of  what  we  say, 
and  we  may  appeal  to  the  Princeton  theologians  themselves 
in  proof  that  it  cannot  be  done,  for,  amid  all  the  controversy 
and  after  all  the  years  of  investigation,  they  do  not  point  us 
to  a  single  one.   What  is  the  probability,  then,a9  to  the  mean- 
ing here,  when  toe  look  simply  at  the  verb  itself?    Is  it  that 
Panl  passes  altogether  outside  of  the  circle  of  his  ordinary 
thought  and  presents  an   entirely  new  idea,  in  a  word  which 
had,  beyond  most  other  words  even,  a  definite  meaning  of  its 
own,  and  had  never  before  been  made  to  convey  to  his  readers 
or  hearers  anything  beside  ?    Is  it  not,  rather,  that  the  ordinary 
explanation  in  other  cases  is  to  be  adopted,  with  confidence,  in 
tins  case  also, — unless,  indeed,  the  surrounding  context  renders  it 
impossible?    Moreover,  the  Greek  language,  elsewhere,  shows 
the  same  uniform  usage  with  the  New  Testament,  so  far  as  the 
verb  is  employed  to  express  the  idea  of  sinning.    The  two  soli- 
tary examples  from  the  Septuagint,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  are  the  only  ones  which  are  cited  from  all  the  Biblical 
or  classical  writings,  as  showing  the  possibility  of  such  an  in- 
terpretation ; — and  these  are  so  peculiar,  as  we  have  already 
remarked,  as  to  have  no  parallelism  with  the  present  case.    If 
the  meaning  claimed  is  to  be  admitted  there,  it  is  lorced  into 
the  verb  by  the  context,  and  is  to  be  found  rather  in  the  wordf 
which  are  to  be  supplied  in  thought,  as  modifying  and  limiting 
it.**^    It  cannot,  therefore,  be  true,  that  ^'  the  simple  and  natoral 

*  The  LXX  pa83ag«8  are  not  deeinve  as  sapporting  this  Tiew  taken  by  Dr. 
Hodge.    This  has  been  shown  by  differenl  writers  already,  and  it  wiQ  only  be 
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meaning  ^  of  the  verb  iUdf  is  that  which  is  here  assigned  to  it 
bj  Dr.  Hodge.  We,  and  not  be  and  his  friends,  are  on  the 
right  ground  thns  far. 

Bat  we  are  told,  that,  if  it  is  not  in  the  verb  itself^  that  we 
are  to  see  this  thought,  it  is  in  the  use  of  it  in  the  acrisi 
tense.  The  declaration  of  the  apostle,  it  is  said,  is  not,  they 
all  dn^  bnt  they  all  sinned, — that  is,  when  Adam  did,  or  in 
him, — and  it  is  added, ''  the  only  possible  way  in  which  they 
conld  have  sinned  in  him  is  putaiivdy?^  As  for  this  latter 
statement,  the  spirits  of  an  army  of  theologians  and  commen- 
tators rise  np  at  such  a  suggestion,  and  deny  its  truth.  What 
mean  the  whole  history  and  progress  of  that  theological  opinion 
from  Angnstine  down,  which  has  conceived  of  ns  as,  in  another 
thanptUative  sense,  sinning  in  Adam,  if  we  are  to  be  tnmed 
aside  or  silenced  with  such  a  remark  ?  We  fear  our  venerated 
author,  in  his  enthusiastic  defense  of  his  own  theory,  loses 
sight,  for  the  moment,  of  the  fact  that  he  is  wandering  away 
from  the  great  multitude  of  orthodox  theologians.  The  ques- 
tion is  one  of  possibility.  How  does  Dr.  Hodge  know  that 
the  only  way  in  which  a  man  can  possibly  sin  in  Adam  is  the 


neceesary  to  refer  to  them  rery  briefly.  OeD.  xliv.  82  (xliil  9,)  oontains  the  words 
of  Judah  when  speaking  to  his  father  in  regard  to  BenjamiD,  "If  I  bring  him  not 
iinti>  thee,  ^ftaprrfiuif  iaofiot  eif  rbv  varipa  (xliii.  9,  tU  <^t)  tcmtoc  r^f  Vf^tpa^.  We 
fiod  the  verb  here  having  the  form  ^fuifrnfitdg  iaofjuu,  I  thall  be  having  Hnned,  and 
the  preposition  e/f  with  the  accusatiye  following  and  modifying  it.  May  not  the 
proper  inference,  from  this  peculiar  phraseology,  be  that  these  translators  meant 
to  represent  Judah  as  saying — not,  I  will  be  regarded  and  treated  as  a  sinner  by 
thee— but  if  I  do  notbdng  Benjamin  safely  back,  I  will  (shall)  be,  for  all  the  rest 
of  my  lile,  a  person  who  has  done  thee  a  wrong,  or  committed  a  sin  against 
thee?  The  other  passage  (1  Kings  i.  21)  does  not,  indeed,  contain  the  verb 
itfiaprdvit  bnt  may,  properly  enough,  be  eoDsidered  in  the  same  connection  since 
it  has  the  kindred  noun.  The  words  are  those  of  Bathsbeba  to  David  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  herself  and  her  son,  Solomon,  in  case  Adonijah  should  be  es- 
tablished opon  the  throne  of  his  father.  In  that  ease,  she  declares  that  they 
would  be  sinners — kaofuda  dftaprct^L  Bnt  the  meaning  here  also,  may  evident- 
ly be  (not  to  say  is),  that  they  would  be  sinners  to  the  view  of  th4  reigning  prince' 
These  words,  "  to  the  view  of  the  reigning  prince  "  are  naturally  suggested  by 
the  context,  and  if  they  are  supplied  by  the  mind  as  part  of  the  sentence,  it  is 
thne  words  alone  (and  not  any  unusual  use  of  the  word,  sinners)  which  give  the 
peculiar  sense  to  the  passage.  But  we  are  considering  here,  it  will  be  noticed, 
the  signification  of  the  verb  only^  and  not  of  the  verb  as  modified  by  other  words. 
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way  in  which  the  thing  is  absolntely  impoesible — a  contradic- 
tion in  terms,  for  sin  is  something  act^^  and  not  something 
merely  putative  f  We  do  not  care,  however,  to  discnss  this 
question  between  the  different  parties,  who  think  that,  in  any 
sense,  we  sinned  in  Adam,  nor  have  we  any  desire  to  defend 
any  particular  view  of  this  passage,  at  the  present  time.  Our 
object  is,  merely,  to  inquire  whether  the  view  presented  is  the 
only  simple  one,  in  the  light  of  the  aorist  tense  which  the 
verse  contains.  And  here  we  call  attention  to  the  remarkable 
fact,  that  very  many  of  the  most  eminent  scholars,  both  in  this 
and  foreign  countries,  have  taken  the  opposite  view.  Of  the 
modern  commentators  in  Germany,  of  highest  reputation  for 
linguistic  knowledge,  more  than  one  half  explain  the  verb, 
notwithstandmg  the  aorist,  as  relating  to  the  personal  sins  of 
Individ aals — and  among  them,  surely,  are  men  who  cannot  be 
complained  of  on  account  of  their  theological  prejudices.  But 
to  say  nothing  of  their  opinions — who  can  deny  that  this 
aorist  may  be  used  in  a  somewhat  figurative  sense,  so  that 
Paul  conceives  of  our  individual,  personal  sinning  as  summed 
up  and  centered  in  Adam,  not  because  we  sinned  either  really 
or  putatively  when  he  did,  but  because,  when  he  sinned,  the 
whole  future  results  were  made  certain,  and  so,  in  a  sense, 
were  already  accomplished.  Such  an  explanation  may  be,  not 
unfreqnently,  given  of  the  aorist  tense  in  other  plaees  in  PauPs 
.  writings.  It  seems  even  to  be  a  favorite  usage. of  his.  When 
it  is  said,  for  example,  that  our  old  man  was  crucified  with 
Christ,  the  meaning  is,  that  we  are  brought  into  such  a  close 
union  with  Christ  by  our  faith,  that  the  carnal  part  is  de- 
stroyed, and  may  be  said  to  have  been,  as  it  were,  even  cruci- 
fied when  he  was  crucified.  Why  may  not  a  similar  idea  be 
conveyed  in  the  verse  now  under  consideration?  The  most 
perfectly  literal  meaning  of  a  passage  is  not  always,  as  every- 
body knows,  the  most  natural  or  the  simplest  one.  And  as  for 
the  probabilities  of  the  case,  we  are  content  to  leave  it  to  the 
unprejudiced  judgment  of  scholars,  whether  such  a  semi- 
figurative  explanation  is  not  more  reasonable  here,  than  one 
which  violates  the  universal  signification  of  the  ve^b<i^?^^*»♦^ 
as  well  ab  the  universal  idea  of  justice, — that  a  man  cannot 
properly  be  treated  as  a  sinner  for  the  mere  act  of  one  whom 
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he  did  not  authorize  as  his  agent  Bnt  let  ns  appeal  to  Dr. 
Hodge  himself,  in  this  matter,  and  see  if  there  is  not  some 
other  simple  and  natural  meaning  for  the  aorist  tense  here. 
In  commenting  on  the  passage,  in  the  third  chapter  of  this 
same  Epistle,  at  verse  23,  where  Paul  says  nAmss  ^o^roy  uai 
UnsQovpTu^  T^is  dd^r^g  tov  dsov^  he  acconnts  for  the  aorist  tense 
of  this  same  verb  in  the  following  language, — "  The  idea  that 
all  men  now  stand  in  the  postnre  of  sinners  before  God  might 
be  expressed  either  by  saying.  All  have  sinned  and  are  sinners, 
[that  is,  by  the  perfect  tense,]  or  all  sinned,  [that  is,  by  the 
aorist.]  The  latter  is  the  form  adopted  by  the  apostle  :"  and 
he  adds  a  remark,  in  evident  explanation  of  the  substantial 
meaning  of  the  whole  passage — "  All  men  are  sinners  and  un- 
der the  disapprobation  of  God."  Bnt,  if  the  expression 
ndrtsg  ^a^roy  can  be  explained  in  snch  a  sentence  as  that 
in  iii.  23,  where  is  the  difBcnlty  in  accounting  for  the  aorist 
tense,  in  the  same  way,  in  v.  12  ?  Every  careful  reader  of  the 
two  passages  in  the  original  will  see  that  they  arc  alike  in  this 
regard,  and  that  the  question  respecting  the  aorist  tense  is 
precisely  the  same.*  If  our  distinguished  author  finds  no 
trouble  in  referring  the  aorist  to  acttuxlsinBBhe  does  in  iii. 23, 
and  in  making  it  a  simple  and  proper  substitute  for  the  per- 
fect tense,  "  ail  have  sinned  and  are  sinnerSj'*^  it  is  certainly 
somewhat  surprising  that  the  diflSculty  rises  into  so  great  pro- 
portions, after  the  few  verses  that  intervene  between  that  point 
and  the  middle  of  the  fifth  chapter.  And  we  trust  we  may 
be  pardoned  if  we  say,  that  so  sudden  and  complete  a  change 
of  view,  at  the  moment  when  the  author  comes  to  a  passage 

*  The  similarity  in  these  two  yerees  with  regard  to  the  aorist  tense  is  such, 
that  Comroentators  of  note  hare  referred  the  Terh  in  iii.  23,  also,  to  original  sin. 
Bat  Dr.  Hodge,  though  quoting  the  views  of  such  writers,  decidedly  rejects 
them  hy  adopting  the  explanation  given  above.  The  admission  that  the  aorist 
may  be  substantially  equivalent  to  the  perfect  {•sMthaX  the  old  adversaries  of  the 
Princeton  School  ever  asked  for,  since,  with  this  admission,  tlieir  interpretation 
is  a  juet  one.  We  may  add,  that  Dr.  Uodge,  also,  allows  what  we  have  caUed 
the  aemufigurative  explanation  of  this  aorist,  for  he  says  in  his  notes  on  iii.  28, 
"  The  sinning  is  [in  ihe  use  of  the  aorist  tense,]  represented  as  past  ;*'  and  though 
he  does  not  italicise  the  word,  as  we  have  done,  he  seems  clearly  to  show  that 
this  IB  the  thought  which  he  has  in  mind. 
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which  he  ni^kes  the  foundation  of  his  peculiar  doctrine  of  im- 
puted sin,  looks  more  as  if  it  were  occasioned  by  "  theological," 
than  "  philological  reasons." 

But  our  attention  is  next  turned  away  from  the  verh  and  the 
aorist  tense,  and  is  directed  to  the  word  dftaqiia^  which  in  d^m- 
1/y  connected  with  it^  both  in  the  preceding  and  the  tollowing 
context.  Dr.  Hodge  sets  before  us  three  significations  of 
dfioQjia ;  first,  actual  sin,  secondly,  sinful  principle  or  dispo- 
sition, i.  e.  depravity,  thirdly,  guilt,  by  which  he  means,  expo- 
sure to  condemnation  ;^  and  he  then  states  that,  in  this  twelfth 
▼erse,  all  three  significations,  taken  together,  give  the  correct 
meaning  of  the  word,  "  Sin  entered  into  the  world,"  then, 
means  actual  transgression,  depravity  and  exposure  to  con- 
demnation entered  the  world.  But  *'sin  entered  into  the 
world,"  he  tells  us,  is  equivalent  t>  **  mankind  became  sinners," 
and  is  thus  explained  by  Tt^iftei  ^uaqxop.  What,  then,  is  the 
meaning  of  ndkteg  $j/ua^oy  ?  Evidently  not,  all  men  became  ex- 
posed to  condemnation,  merely, — but,  all  men  became  actual 
transgressors,  depraved,  and  exposed  to  condemnation.  If, 
however,  this  be  so,  the  very  force  and  point  of  his  explana- 
tion of  ndvisg  ^oqtov  is  taken  away,  for  he  is  never  wearied  of 
saying  that  this  latter  expression  does  not  mean,  at  all,  men 
became  actual  sinners,  or  men  became  corrupt,  but  that  it 
means,  simply  and  solely,  all  men  sinned  legally  in  Adam  and 
thus  became  exposed  to  condemnation.  If  the  two  phrases  are 
equivalent  to  and  explanatory  of  each  other,  they  cannot,  at 
the  same  time,  be  quite  diflferent, — the  former  covering  a 
very  much  wider  ground  than  the  latter. 

But  does  djLtaQTta  mean  what  is  claimed  by  the  Princeton 
theologians— or,  more  particularly,  docs  it  ever  mean  t\e  guilt 
of  ein^  i.  e.,  exposure  to  punishment^  as  distinguished  from 
sin  itnelff  There  is  a  certain  class  of  passages,  to  which  ref- 
erence is  made  in  support  of  the  opinion  that  it  does.  They 
are  those  which  refer  to  hearing  or  taking  away  sin^  and  are  \rer- 
haps  eight  or  ten  in  number,  in  the  whole  New  Testament.  We 
do  not  care  to  enter  into  a  discussion  here,  as  to  whether  these 


*  Our  readerR  will  remember,  that  this  is  the  meaoing  which  the  Prinoeios 
writers  uniformly  give  to  the  word  ffuUt  in  this  oonnection. 
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passages  do  not  inclnde  somethiDg  more  than  this  one  idea  of 
liability  to  penalty,  for  such  a  discussion  would  consume  much 
of  our  space,  and  would  be  of  little  moment  for  our  present 
purpose.  Admitting  that  they  do  convey  this  meaning  alone, 
it  mnst  be  remembered  that  they  constitute  a  class  by  them- 
selves, and  are  to  be  interpreted  with  refefi^enoe  to  the  bearing 
of  the  verhy  which  they  contain,  upon  the  noun.  Apart  from 
these  passages,  we  find  that  there  is  not  a  single  one  where 
any  such  explanation  can  be  allowed,*  and,  especially — which 

*  Dr.  Hodge,  indeed,  claims  that  the  word  has  this  raeaniBg  (together  with 
that  of  being  "actual  transgresaors")  id  Romans  iil  V,  bat  it  seems  qaite  evident 
that  he  is  mistaken.  The  Apostle  explains  his  meaning  clearly  by  the  verses 
that  foUov  **  We  have  charged  both  Jews  and  Greeks  with  being  under  sin/'  he 
aajs,  and  he  justifies  the  statement  bj  citing  passages  from  the  Old  Testament, 
where  their  tinfulnestf  not  their  expoMure  to  punishment,  is  spoken  ot  And  in 
the  Itfth  verse  of  the  same  chapter,  be  declares  that  these  words  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tammt,  describing  their  sins,  are  spoken  in  order  thai  their  mouths  may  be 
stopped,  and  they  may  become  (as  Dr.  Hodge  expresses  it)  in  their  own  convic- 
tion, gtillty,  i.  e.,  exposed  to  oondeomation,  before  God.  It  cannot  be,  then,  that 
the  word  ^/laprov  in  liL  9,  means  anything  besides  tin.  It  was  beeauee  they 
were  sinners,  that  they  would  be,  in  the  conviction  of  their  own  minds,  jnstly 
liable  to  punishment.  The  same  thing  is  manifest,  if  we  look  at  another  point. 
Paul  says.  We  have  before  (i.  e.  in  the  previons  part  of  the  Epistle)  charged,  <kc 
But  the  thing  which  he  had,  patiently  and  at  length,  set  forth  in  the  preceding 
chapters,  was  the  fact  that  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  nnnera.  The  statement 
which  he  makes  at  the  beginning,  is  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  against 
stna,  and  the  proof  which  he  gives  is  that  they  have  eamnUtted  iine^  and  therefore 
are  subject  to  the  wrath  of  God.  In  the  same  way,  in  these  concluding  verses, 
iii.  9-^0,  he  speaks  of  their  sins,  vs.  9-i  8,  and,  only  on  the  ground  of  these,  of 
their  exposure  to  punishment,  vs.  19. 

But  even  if  this  word  in  Romans  iii.  9,  does  mean  that  they  were  under  sin  and 
its  attendant  exposure  to  condemnation,  it  is  not  a  case  in  point,  for  it  must  refer 
sitnpiy  to  the  exposure  to  condemnation,  if  it  is  to  meet  the  demnnds  of  the  Prince- 
ton interpretation  of  IjfiapTov;  aud  Dr.  Hodge  himself  admits  that  it  does  not 
mean  this  alone. 

As  for  the  two  or  three  passages,  where  it  is  said,  *'  Te  shall  die  in  your  sins,** 
and  *'  If  Christ  be  not  raised,  your  faith  is  vain,  ye  are  yet  in  your  sios;"  they 
are  either  not  to  be  taken  in  this  limited  sense  which  is  claimed  (that  is,  the 
word  sin  either  has  its  ordinary  meaiting,  or  it  includes  sin  and  its  stt^^ndant 
consequences) — or  they  are  determined  to  the  more  limited  sense  by  the  very 
necessities  of  the  sentence  (that  is,  by  the  fact  that  "  to  die  in  jour  sins  **  cannot 
mean  anything  else,  except  *'  to  die  under  the  penalty  of  sin.")  If,  however,  the 
former  of  these  suppositions  is  true,  the  passages  are  (like  Rom.  iii.  9)  inapposite 
to  the  matter  in  hand ;  if  the  latter,  they  are  to  be  classed  with  those  mentioned 
above,  which  speak  of  "  bearing  or  taking  away  sin.**  In  neither  case,  therefore 
are  they  proper  exceptions  to  the  universal  statement  which  we  have  made. 
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may  be  regarded  as  of  some  importance  to  the  point  in  hand— 
we  find  that  in  no  case  in  the  New  Testament,  where  anything 
is  predicated  of  dfiaqjia^  does  the  word  have  this  meaning.  If 
so,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  it  does  not  have  it  in  this 
verse,  and  consequently,  if  ndt^rsg  V«9tof,  as  Dr.  Hodge  main- 
tains, is  substantially  equivalent  to  ^dfia^ia  sia^lOev  aig  161^  x6a. 
fioif^  that  iJiua^Toy,  likewise,  cannot  be  thus  interpreted. 

This  conclusion  is  strengthened  by  a  consideration  of  the 
phrase,  »<»l  ^^^  ^^s  AfiaqtKis  Odvatog,    If  dfic^riag  is  determined  in 
its  meaning  by  ^o^ov^  then  Dr.  Hodge's  explanation  of  ^a^w 
limits  dfiaqxiag  to  eosposure  to  punishment  or  penal  evil,  and  we 
must  translate, — giving  ddyaiog  the  signification  of  penal  evUy 
which  he  assigns  to  it, — *^  and  penal  evil  came  upon  mankind 
by  means  of  (or,  as  he  says,  because  of)  their  exposure  to 
penal  evil."    But,  is  it  likely  that  Paul  would  have  used  such 
language  as  this?    Does  he  not  mean  by  d&patog  something 
entirely  distinct  from  dfia^Ua — ^so  that  death  is  not  caused  by 
exposure  to  death,  but  by  sin  considered  in  itself^  and  not 
with  relation  to  its  consequences  ?    Or,  again,  if  this  word,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  equivalent  to  the  preceding  d/io^rto,  and  thus 
includes  the  three  ideas,  above  mentioned,  of  actual  sin,  de- 
pravity and  exposure  to  penal  evil,  the  same  diiBculty,  essen- 
tially, meets  us.    The  translation  of  the  clause  then  becomes, 
'^and  penal  evil  came  upon  mankind  because  of  actual  sin, 
depravity,  and  exposure  to  penal  evil."    Admit  that  dfta^ 
has  this  extended  meaning  in  any  case,  is  it  probable  that  it 
has  such  a  meaning  in  a  case  like  this  ?     When  we  speak  of 
the  cause  of  death  as  a  disease  or  a  crime,  for  example,  and 
say.  Death  was  the  result  of  cholera,  or  of  murder,  we  surely 
do  not  mean  that  death  was  the  result  of  the  exposure  to  death 
involved  in  either  of  these  things,  but  the  result  ot  the  things 
themselves.    In  other  words,  in  such  cases — though  the  idea 
of  exposure  to  death  may  be  included  in  them — we  purposely 
set  aside  this  idea,  and  limit  ourselves  to  that  which  occasions 
this  exposure.    So,  when  it  is  said  that  death  comes  by  sin, 
the  meaning  is,  that  death  comes  by  sin  in  iteelf  considered^ 
and  not  either  by  sin  and  the  consequent  exposure  to  death 
together,  or  by  the  expcsur^  to  death  alone. 
The  relation    of    the    word   ^a^iov    to   dfia^Uty  however, 
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does  not  end  with  the  two  instancm  in  which  that  w^rd  is  oaed 
in  the  twelfth  Terse,  bat  we  find  the  same  word  twice  in  the 
following  verse,  which,  as  all  allow,  is  so  closely  united  with 
the  twelfth.  The  Apostle  says  here,  ^*  Sin  was  in  the  world 
until  the  law,"  and,  ^^  Sin  is  not  imputed  where  there  is  no 
law."  The  former  of  these  two  phrases  Dr.  Hodge  explains  , 
as  meaning,  *^  Men  were  sinners  and  were  so  r^arded  and 
treated ; "  the  latter  as  meaning,  ^^  Where  there  is  no  law  sin 
is  not  punished  ; "  that  is,  in  one  line,  (Miae'te  includes  the  idea 
of  nn  iUdf  and  its  penalij/j  while,  in  the  next,  it  is  limited 
to  the  idea  of  sin  in  itself  alanSj  and  no  idea  of  penalty  is 
discovered,  except  in  the  verb  iUajitta**  We  may  well  ask 
where  the  worthy  author  gets  his  anth(»ity  for  going  thus  for- 
wards, and  backwards,  and  sideways,  in  such  brief  and  closely 
united  clauses.  What  evidence  or  probability — or  we  may 
even  say,  possibility — is  there,  that  the  inspired  Apostle  could 
have  intended,  in  five  successive  cases  of  employing  the  same 
word,  as  noun  or  verb,  within  less  than  five  successive  lines, 
and  in  clauses  which  he  has  bound  together  as  intimately  as 
the  laws  of  language  will  allow, — what  evidence  or  probabil- 
ity that  he  could  have  meant,  in  the  first  two,  actual  sin,  de- 
pravity, and  exposure  to  condemnation — in  the  third,  exposure 
to  condemnation;  in  the  fourth,  actual  sin  and  exposure 
to  condemnation — and,  finally,  in  the  fifth,  actual  sin  alone  t 
Paul  was  often  an  obscure  writer,  and  we  have  the  author- 
ity of  another  Apostle  for  the  statement,  that  he  said 
many  things  which  are  not  easy  of  explanation.  But  we 
know  of  no  other  instance  where  he  has  ever  tasked  the 
mental  powers  of  his  readers  by  such  a  course  as  this,  or 
has  hopelessly  l)efogged  them  by  using  terms  with  no  consist- 
ency and  no  precision.  It  required  the  theological  m}  stifica- 
tions  of  modern  professors,  trying  vainly  to  throw  their  own 
preconceived  notions  of  doctrine  into  his  words,  to  bring  his 
writings  to  such  a  condition.  And  if  Peter  could  have  read 
the  comments  on  the  great  Apostle,  which  the  head  of  Prince- 
ton Seminary  has  worked  out,  after  thirty  or  forty  years  of 

*  That  Dr.  Hodge  finds  the  idea  of  puoifhinent  in  the  verb  alone,  in  this  latter 
phra«e»  ia  evident  from  his  language,  **  Sin  is  not  impaled,  that  is,  it  is  not  laid 
to  one's  account  and  punished."  ^ 
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endeavoring  to  make  the  Bible  eupport  an  nntenable  theory, 
he  would  have,  doubtless,  thought  PauFs  darkest  passa;^  full 
of  light  and  clearness  in  the  comparison,  and  would  have  re- 
gretted that  he  had  ever  called  him  a  writer  hard  to  be  ^nde^ 
stood. 

At  this  point  we  end  our  first  inquiry, — that  which  has 
reference  to  the  meaning  of  the  verb  V«^«'»'i  iii  the  twelfth 
verse, — believing  that  we  have  shown,  at  least,  that  the  "  sim- 
ple and  natural  meaning  "  of  this  verb  is  not  the  one  which  is 
assigned  to  it  by  Dr.  Hodge,  and  that,  if  his  interpretation  is 
to  be  received,  it  must  be  because  the  demands  of  the  follow- 
ing context  force  us  to  give  up  the  natural  signification  for 
some  other,  which  would  less  readily  occur  to  the  mind.  Bat, 
before  we  pass  onward  in  our  discussion  to  the  question  next 
to  be  proposed,  let  us  inquire,  for  a  moment,  as  to  the  opinions 
of  leading  commentators  respecting  this  phrase,  n&vzBg  ^^ftaqxov. 
How  many  of  them  agree  with  the  Princeton  Professor  f  The 
most  prominent  commentators  on  the  epistle  to  the  Bomans 
in  England,  at  the  present  time,  may,  perhaps,  be  said  to  be 
Dean  Alford  and  Dr.  Wordsworth.  But  neither  of  them  sup- 
poses that  Paul  meant  to  say,  that  all  men — ^though  without 
any  participation  in  Adam's  sin — are  legally  responsible  for  it, 
on  the  simple  ground  that  he  was  their  representative, — that, 
antecedent  to  or  independent  of  any  sin  of  their  own,  or  any 
sinning  in  him  in  the  strict  and  proper  sense,  they  are  exposed 
to  condemnation  simply  for  what  he  did.  Such  writers  as  Dr. 
Bloomfield,  Mr.  Conybeare,  and  Professor  Jowett— of  less  au- 
thority, it  may  be,  but  still  with  some  claim  to  reputation  as 
scholars — are,  likewise,  at  variance  with  the  view  we  are  ex- 
amining. In  this  country,  we  are  all  full  of  theological  preju- 
dice, we  suppose,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Princeton  Ortho- 
doxy, but  it  is,  at  least,  a  little  remarkable  that  everybody  of 
note,  outside  of  their  own  narrow  circle,  is  opposed  to  their 
interpretation ; — not  merely  writers  of  the  New  School  party, 
like  Professor  Stuart  and  Mr.  Barnes,  but  the  most  distin- 
guished Episcopalian  scholar,  Dr.  Turner,*  and  the  Baptist, 
Dr.  Ripley.    In  Germany,  Meyer,  DeWette  and  Fritxsche, 

*  Dr.  Turner  prefers  a  different  view,  though  not  bo  decidedly  as  the  others 
named. 
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confeeeedlj  stand  at  the  head  of  the  great  company  of  recent 
!N^ew  Testament  CommentatorB,  in  the  line  of  lingaietic  knowl- 
edge. But  these  scholars,  as  well  as  Siickert,  and  Keiche,  and 
Tholuck,  and  Ewald,  and  Philippi,  and  Olshansen,  and  Julias 
Mtiller,  and  Van  Hengel  of  Ley  den,  and  numerous  others — 
names  among  the  foremost,  all  of  them — whatever  may  be 
their  differences  among  themselves,  are  thoroughly  united  in 
this*,  that  they  give  no  countenance  to  any  such  explanation  of 
this  verb.  And  it  is  refreshing  even  to  hear  the  earnestness 
with  which  old  Robert  Haldane,  of  Scotland,*  the  very  cei  tre 
of  Orthodoxy,  in  his  own  estimation,  condemns  the  views  of 
those  who  think  we  are  involved  in  the  consequences  of 
Adam's  sin,  without  being  actually  in  his  loins  when  he  was 
created.  '^Does  G(»d  deal  with  men  as  sinners,"  he  says, 
"  while  they  are  not  truly  such  ?  If  God  deals  with  men  as 
sinners  on  account  of  Adam's  sin,  then  it  is  belf-evident  that 


*  The  view  of  Dr.  Hodge  finds  promiDent  oppooents  not  only  everywhere  else, 
bat  eveo  in  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church  iUe)£  The  distingauhed  Pro- 
fessor of  Theolof^y,  Dr.  R.  J.  Breckinridge  of  Kentucky,  who  unites  with  him  in 
conteodiug  against  the  re-union  with  the  Kew  School  body,  on  account  of  its 
alleged  deviations  from  the  old  doctrine,  is  unable  to  keep  in  his  company  at  this 
point.  He  says  ("  Knowledge  of  God  Objectiyely  Considered,'*  page  498)  *'  It 
is  infinitely  certain,  that  God  would  never  make  a  legal  fiction  a  pretext  to  pun- 
ish as  sinners,  dependent  and  helpless  creatures  who  were  Mctually  innocent. 
The  imputation  of  our  sins  to  Christ  affords  no  pretext  for  such  a  statement; 
because  that  was  done  by  the  express  consent  of  Christ,  and  was,  in  every  re- 
spect, the  most  stupendous  proof  of  divine  grace."  He  adds,  that  the  righteous- 
ness of  CThrist  is  '*  never  received  except  by  faith,  which  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit 
peculiar  to  the  renewed  souL  In  like  manner,  the  sin  of  Adam  is  imputed,  but 
never  irrespective  of  our  nature  and  its  inherent  sin.  That  is,  ve  must  not  at- 
tempt to  separate  Adam's  federal  from  his  natural  headship — by  the  union  of 
which  he  is  the  Root  of  the  human  race ;  since  we  have  not  a  particle  of  reason 
to  beUeve  that  the  former  would  ever  have  existed  without  the  latter."  And  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  J.  Baird,  in  his  "  Elohim  Revealed,"  devotes  a  large  number  of 
pages  to  a  refutation  of  the  Prioceton  interpretation  of  these  verses — which  he 
eommences  with  the  remark,  "  Dr.  Hodge's  exp<jsition  seems  to  us  inconsistent 
alike  with  the  grammatical  structure  and  sense  of  the  passsge,  and  with  the 
scope  and  design  of  the  Apostle."  I  r.  Baird,  in  this  sentence,  expresses  precisely 
the  view  which  we  hold  of  the  baselessness  of  all  that  is  said  by  Dr.  Hodge. 
And,  surely,  if  Princeton  exegesis  does  not  extend  its  influence  as  far  as  Wood- 
bury, New  Jersey  (the  home  of  Dr.  Baird),  it  is  no  wonder  that  it  meets  with  no 
special  fsTor  in  other  regions  of  the  world. 
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they  are  sinners  on  that  account.  The  just  God  oonld  not 
deal  with  men  as  sinners  on  any  accoant  which  did  not  make 
them  truly  sinners."  Now  here  are  men  of  different  coun- 
tries and  of  varied  theological  positions,  and  not  only  this,  but 
some  of  them  are  the  men  who  know  more  abont  the  uses  and 
significations  of  Greek  words,  as  employed  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, than  any  others  of  modern  times.  Their  opinion  is 
certainly  worthy  of  the  highest  respect,  and,  if  they  are  in 
harmony,  it  is  to  be  set  aside  only  for  the  strongest  reasons. 
In  this  case  it  happens  that  they  are  not  thus  in  harmony  in 
their  positive  statements  as  to  the  explanation  which  ought 
to  be  given  to  this  important  phrase,  but  they  are  thoroughly 
and  completely  so  in  their  rejection  of  Dr.  Hodge's  view  re- 
specting it.  What  shall  we  say  then  ?  We  believe  the  unan- 
imous answer  of  unperverted  and  unprejudiced  minds  to  such 
a  question  would  be — Dr.  Hodge  has  not  arrived  at  the  right 
meaning ;  or,  if  hs  haa^  the  right  meaning  is  not  the  one  that 
should,  properly,  be  called,  '*  tJie  simple  and  natu7*al  meaning^ 
And,  at  all  events,  it  is  clear  that  his  explanation  is  not  admit- 
ted to  be  the  natural  and  simple  one,  ^^  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion," so  far  as  this  verb  ^oiftov  is  concerned. 

U. 

Our  second  main  point  of  inquiry  has  reference  to  the 
bearing  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  verses  upon  the 
twelfth.  If  the  phrase  we  have  been  considering  does  not 
suggest  the  Princeton  idea  in  itself,  must  we,  nevertheless,  re- 
ceive it  because  of  these  two  following  verses  ?  Dr.  Hodge 
declares  that  we  must.  The  13th  and  14th  verses,  he  says^ 
introduce  the  proof  of  the  phrase.  Death  passed  upon  all  men 
because  {n&vjBi  yiaqxoy)  all  were  regarded  and  treated  as  sin- 
ners for  the  offense  of  that  one  man.  This  proof  is  as  follows: 
**This  universality  of  the  infliction  of  penal  evil,  alluded  to  in 
the  end  of  verse  12th,  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  the  ground 
of  the  violation  of  the  law  of  Moses,  since  men  were  subject 
to  that  evil  before  that  law  was  given  (vs.  13),  nor  yet  on  ac- 
count of  the  violation  of  the  more  general  law  written  on  the 
heart,  since  even  they  are  subject  to  this  evil  who  have  never 
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personally  sinned  at  all  (vg.  14).  We  mast  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  men  are  regarded  and  treated  as  sinners  on  account 
of  the  sin  of  Adam."  If  we  attempt  to  put  the  same  state- 
ment more  nearly  into  the  phraseology  of  Paul,  so  as. to  be 
able  to  examine  it  more  definitely  as  it  appears  in  the  Sacred 
Text,  the  reasoning  becomes — using  Dr.  Hodge's  language  as 
nearly  as  may  be — Sin  is  not  imputed  where  there  is  no  law ; 
but  sin  was  imputed  before  the  law  of  Moses,  therefore  there 
was  a  law  before  the  law  of  Moses,  i.  e.  the  law  of  nature ;  but 
even  the  violation  of  that  law  will  not  account  for  the  uni- 
versality of  penal'evils  at  that  time,  because  those  evils  were 
inflicted  upon  those  who  had  never  broken  that  law,  or  per- 
sonally sinned  at  all,  i.  e.  the  infants  of  that  period.  This 
is  all  that  is  contained  in  verses  13  and  14,  and  in  this  is  the 
evidence  that  penal  evils  come  universally  upon  all  men,  be- 
cause they,  without  being  sinners  themselves,  and  without  hav- 
ing committed  Adam's  sin,  are  treated  as  sinners  on  account 
of  his  sin. 

Sut  how  much  of  this  whole  statement  is  the  actual  and 
conclusive  proof  of  the  point  which  is  to  be  proved  ?  What 
is  it  that  shows  the  proposition,  which  Dr.  ilodge  finds  in  the 
latter  part  of  verse  12th,  to  be  unquestionably  true  ?  Evi- 
dently it  can  be  only  one  thing — namely,  the  statement  in  the 
fourteenth  verse  in  regard  to  infants.  These  had  sinned  in 
no  way,  it  might  be  said,  except  putatively  in  Adam,  and  con- 
sequently, if  penal  evils  come  upon  them,  they  must  come  as 
the  direct  and  immediate  effect  of  the  sin  which  Adam  com- 
mitted. But,  in  the  case  of  the  adults  before  the  Mosaic  Law, 
— that  is,  between  Adam  and  Moses —  there  was/  nothing  to 
prove  beyond  question  the  point  in  hand,  for  the  penal  evils 
coming  upon  them  might  be  the  result  of  their  own  personal 
violation  of  the  law  of  nature.  In  other  words,  if  the  author 
attempted  to  establish  by  argument  the  proposition  that  penal 
evils  come  upon  all  mankind  independently  of  their  own  sins, 
he  could  accomplish  his  object  only  by  citing  a  case  where  it 
was  manifest  to  every  mind  that  they  could  not  come/br  any 
other  reason.  And  the  only  case,  which  could  possibly  be  re- 
garded as  of  this  kind,  was  the  case  of  infants.  But,  if  their 
case  was  the  one  which  alone   proved  the  point  in   hand, 
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why  did  the  Apostle  allude  to  any  other  case  ?    Why,  instead 
of  saying  simply,  **  This  mnst  be  so,  for  the  evils  befalling  in- 
fants cannot  otherwise  be  accounted  for,"  does  he  go  through 
such  e  circumlocution  as  we  find  in  the  13th  and  14:th  verses ! 
Here  is  a  purpose  that  can  be  effected  in  a  most  simple  and 
straightforward  way.     A  single  fact — according  to  the  claim 
of  the  Princeton  writers — is  to  be  proved,  and  a  single  all- 
conclusive  proof  is  at  hand.   Any  writer  possessed  of  a  reason- 
able amount  of  common  sense  would  state  the  fact,  and  follow 
it  with  the  evidence  ;  and  it  would  be  as  clear  as  the  sunlight 
to  eveiy  reader.    But  the  Apostle  does  no  such  thing.    He 
involves  the  fact,  which  he  desires  to  offer  as  proof,  with  some- 
thing wholly  irrelevant,  and  then  sets  forth  the  whole  matter  in 
the  most  "indirect  manner  possible,  thus:  "Penal  evils  come 
upon  all  men  for  Adam^s  sin  ;  because  penal  evils  do  not  come 
without  the  violation  of  a  law,  but  they  did  come  before  the 
law  of  Moses,  therefore  there  was  a  law  before  the  law  of 
Moses ;  but  penal  evils  came  before  the  law  of  Moses,  even 
upon  infants  who  had  not  violated  the  law  that  was  then  ex- 
isting."   "We  remember  hearing,  some  years  ago,  an  argument 
brought  forward  to  sustain  a  certain  proposition,  which  de- 
pended solely  on  the  evidence  of  a  particular  book,  whose 
truthfulness  everybody  in  the  audience  admitted.     It  was  af- 
ter this  fashion — first,  there  is  no  intrinsic  absurdity  in  sup- 
posing the  proposition  to  be  true ;  secondly,  there  is  a  prob- 
ability that  it  is  true;  thirdly,  it  i8  true,  because  the  book  says 
so.     It  seemed  to  us,  that  the  first  two  steps  might  properly 
have  been  omitted,  as  the  last  covered  the  whole  ease.    Bat 
Paul's  reasoning  would   be  more   faulty  than   this,  if   Dr. 
Hodge's  theory  were  correct.    It  would  be  as  absurd  as  to  at- 
tempt to  prove  that  the  Democratic  party  bold  a  certain  doc- 
trine; first,  by  showing  that  Napoleon  the  Third  holds  it,  and, 
secondly,  because  it  is  in  the  Democratic  platform.     Who 
could  imagine  that  an  inspired  Apostle  wrote  after  sn^h  a 
fashion,  except  one  who  was  so  blinded  by  preconceived  theo- 
logical opinions  as  to  see  only  what  he  wished  to  see? 

But,  independently  of  this  difficulty  in  the  method  of  interpre- 
tation we  are  now  considering,  let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  at  ano- 
ther.  If  infants  are  the  class  whose  condition  is  brought  forward 
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as  the  evidence  of  FaQPs  proposition  in  verse  12th  (that  men 
are  treated  as  sinners  on  account  of  Adam's  sin,  though  they 
had  no  participation  in  its  commission),  why  are  not  all  infanis 
spoken  oft  What  reason  for  allnding  to  the  infants  hefore  the 
time  of  Moses,  rather  than  those  since  that  time?  They  are 
both  in  precisely  the  same  condition,  and  it  is  all  infants,  and 
not  d^particvlar  wuniber  of  infants  living  previous  to  a  certain 
period  of  the  world's  history,  who  establish  the  fact  in  ques- 
tion—if, indeed,  it  be  a  fact.  The  argument  on  this  subject 
was,  long  since,  most  ably  and  conclusively  stated  by  Dr.  N- 
W.  Taylor  (see  his  ^*  Revealed  Theology")  and  others ;  and  it 
will  be  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  it  further  here.  But  not 
only  was  there  no  reason  why  the  Apostle  should  have  limited 
himself  to  that  particular  body  of  infants,  there  was  a  very 
good  reason  why  he  should  not  have  done  so.  By  so  doing 
he  was  in  danger,  either  of  leading  his  friends  into  the  mis- 
taken notion  that  the  infants  of  a  later  time  differed  from  the 
earlier  ones — in  being  actual  sinners  from  the  moment  of  birth, 
while  the  earlier  ones  were  not  so — or  of  weakening  the  force 
of  his  argument  to  the  view  of  his  adversaries,  who  could 
charge  this  construction  upon  his  words.  We  venture  to  say, 
that,  in  all  respectable  literature,  no  instance  of  more  irregular 
and  incoherent  argumentation  can  be  produced,  than  that  for 
which  Paul  is  here  made  responsible  by  the  Princeton  expla- 
nation of  these  verses. 

But,  again,  the  whole  proof,  according  to  this  theory,  is  de- 
pendent on  the  citation  of  the  case  of  infants.  They  must  be 
alluded  to  somewhere  in  the  passage,  or  there  is,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  no  proof  at  all  in  It  of  what  Dr.  Hodge  makes 
n^viBi  f^a^Toy  mean.  Where,  then,  are  they  alluded  to  ?  In 
the  words,  it  is  answered,  *^  Even  over  those  who  did  not  sin 
after  the  similitude  of  Adam's  transgression  ; " — and  the  rea- 
sons given  for  this  view  of  these  words  are,  Jh'nt^  that  the  ad- 
verb, even^  marks  the  persons  spoken  of  as  a  particular  class 
among  the  general  body  of  those  who  lived  between  Adam 
and  Moses,  and,  secondly^  that  if  so,  the  only  class  who  can, 
consistently  with  the  whole  passage,  be  thus  distinguished,  are 
infants.  If  the  force  of  either  of  these  reasons  can  be  set 
aside,  this  view  of  these  words  cannot  be  sustained,  and,  with 
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its  failure,  everything  else  which  these  writers  say  in  r^ard  to 
\  these  verses  fails  also.  With  regard  to  the  first,  Dr.  Hodge 
declares  that  ^^  it  is  obvious  that  the  first  clause  of  the  14th 
verse  describes  a  general  class  of  persons,  and  the  second 
clause,  which  is  distinguished  from  the  first  by  the  word  even^ 
only  a  portion  of  that  class."  He  should,  more  properly, 
have  said  it  was  obvious  to  his  mind,  for,  certainly,  it  is  not  80 
to  a  very  large  part  of  those  who  have  commented  on  this 
verse.  The  first  clause  of  the  verse  reads,  "Nevertheless, 
death  reigned  from  Adam  until  Moses."  What  is  the  meaning 
of  the  words,  *'from  Adam  "until  Moses?"  It  seems  tons 
that  it  clearly  means  from  the  time  of  Adam  until  the  time  of 
Moses — not  the  persons  who  H/oed  during  that  time.  It  is  as 
if  the  author  had  said — ^Death  reigned  from  the  year  one  to 
the  year  2,600.  At  all  events,  this  is  a  pertectly  simple  and 
natural  meaning  for  the  words,  and  one  which  should  be  set 
aside  as  untenable  only  for  good  and  sufiicient  reasons  in  the 
context.  Not  only,  however,  do  no  such  reasons  exist  in  this 
case,  but  quite  a  conclusive  reason  is  to  be  found  for  adopting 
this  meaning — for  the  Apostle  could  scarcely  make  his  design 
in  the  use  of  these  words  more  manifest  than  he  has  done  at 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding  verse.  The  13th  and  14th 
verses,  it  will  be  noticed,  are  parts  of  one  long  sentence,  con- 
sisting of  three  clauses  bound  together  in  the  close  union  of 
reasoning.  It  is  hardly  possible,  therefore,  that  the  anthor 
should  not,  when  saying,  in  one  part  of  the  sentence.  Until 
the  Mosaic  Law,  and,  in  another.  From  Adam  until  Moses, 
mean  precisely  the  same  thins — namely,  during  the  time  that 
preceded  the  la/O)  of  Moses.  But  if  he  meant  simply  this,  the 
adverb,  even,  does  not,  necessarily,  distinguish  dosses  between 
Adam  and  Moses,  as  Dr.  Hodge  maintains;  and  all  the  dis- 
course about  tautology  and  so  forth,  which  a  few  writers  of  his 
tendencies  indulge  in  against  their  adversaries  (as  if,  on  any 
other  interpretation,  the  phrase  would  mean,  Death  reigned  over 
a  particular  class  of  persons,  even  over  that  particular  class  of 
persons),  is  without  foundation.  There  was,  we  will  suppo^ 
for  the  moment,  a  certain  peculiarity  which  distinguished  M 
persons  living  before  the  giving  of  the  law  of  Moses  from  all 
those  living  after  that  time — namely,  that  they  did  not  trans- 
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grees  any  positive  law.  What  should  prevent  the  Apostle  from 
distinguishing  the  former  class  from  the  latter  by  the  word 
evm,  and  from  saying,  as  he  does,  in  snbstance,  in  this  verse — 
Death  did  not  reign  simply  after  the  time  of  Moses,  over 
those  who  had  sinned  against  a  positive  law,  but  also  before 
the  time  of  Moses,  even  over  those  who  had  not  sinned  against  a 
positive  law.  The  word  even  merely  marks  and  makes  prominent 
the  peculiarity  of  those  who  lived  before  the  Mosaic  law,  and  by 
it  Paul  brings  forward,  with  greatest  emphasis,  the  fact  that 
death  reigned  even  over  those  persons^  in  whose  case-^-ou  his 
present  standpoint  in  his  argument — it  might  seem  least  likely 
to  have  reigned/  namely,  those  who  had  not  sinned  in  the  way 
of  transgression  of  positive  law,  as  Adam  had  done.  And 
it  makes  no  difference,  as  to  the  possibility  and  propriety  of 
using  the  word  even,  whether  the  persons  alluded  to  were  only  a 
portion  or  the  whole  of  those  persons  who  preceded  the  Mosaic 
dispensation.  Supposing  Paul,  instead  of  using  the  precise  phra- 
seology he  has  here  employed,  had  said,  '*  Death  reigned  even 
over  all  the  persons  who  lived  before  the  time  of  Moses,  that  is, 
over  that  portion  of  mankind  who  did  not  violate  a  positive 
law" — who  would  have  found  any  difficulty  in  the  passage  ?  Why 
may  he  not,  equally  well,  have  changed  the  order  and  adopted 
the  course  he  has, — "  Death  reigned  before  the  time  of  Moses, 
even  over  that  portion  of  mankind  who  did  not  violate  a  posi- 
tive law  ? "  There  is  nothing  in  all  Dr.  Hodge's  discussion  of  this 
whole  passage,  in  his  recent  Commentary,  which  seems  to  ns 
more  astonishing  than  this — that  after  more  than  thirty  years 
of  opportunity  for  investigation,  he  has  retained  this  old  argu- 
ment about  tautology  from  his  former  work.  The  fact  of  the 
case  is  simply  this,  that  the  *ai  (even)  may  be  taken  in  either 
way,  so  far  as  it  is  considered  in  itself;  and,  if  it  is  taken  in  the 
way  suggested  above,  there  is  no  tautology  to  be  found. 

But,  supposing  that  Dr.  Hodge  is  right  with  regard  to  this 
word,  eveny  and  that  it  does  distinguish  a  special  class  among 
those  who  lived  between  Adam  and  Moses,  does  it,  neces- 
sarily, refer  to  the  class  of  infants!  Certainly  it  does  not,  so 
far  as  the  mere  words  themselves  are  concerned^  for  there  were 
between  Adam  and  Moses  persons,  more  or  less  in  number, 
who  received  positive  commands  from  God,  and  who  could  be 
r^arded  as  a  class  by  themselves ;  while  those  who  had  not 
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thas  received  them  might  be,  properly,  distingnished  by  the 
language  here  employed.  Thns,  no  less  eminent  a  commenta- 
tor than  Meyer,  in  the  latest  edition  of  his  work  on  this  Epistle, 
says  of  this  xai,  ^'  It  refers  to  the  fact  that,  in  that  period  also 
(i.  e.,  before  the  law  of  Moses),  divine  commands  positive!; 
given  were  transgressed  by  some  to  whom  they  were  given, 
bat  that  not  only  thuee  died,  bat  those,  likewise,  who  did  not 
thus  transgress." 

The  possibility  of  taking  these  words  with  some  other  refer- 
ence than  that  made  by  Dr.  Hodge  we  may  regard,  therefore, 
as  established,  and  we  are  left  to  consider  the  probabilities  of 
the  case.  In  examining  these,  we  find — in  addition  to  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  already  discovered,  when  discuss- 
ing the  Apostle's  reasoning  in  the  13th  and  14th  verses  taken 
together — ^the  following  points  which  may  be  briefly  noticed. 

JFirst^  the  expression,  which   is  used,  to^  fi^  dfiaffn^aarTag  inl  t$ 

dfioKhfiar*  Tijtf  iKXiftt^&GSiaQ  'Ad^fi^  is  a  very  strange  one  to  describe 
infants.  Why  did  not  Paul  say  infants,  if  he  meant  infants? 
It  was  a  word  which  not  only  would  have  conveyed  his  exact 
meaning,  but  would  have  avoided  the  misunderstanding  of  his 
language,  which  the  phrase  might  have  occasioned  in  the 
mind  of  any  reader.  *'  Those  who  had  not  sinned  after  the 
similitude  of  Adam's  transgression  "  mighty  to  say  the  least, 
be  interpreted  to  mean,  those  who  had  not  sinned  against  a 
positive  law — and,  especially,  the  phrase  might  be  so  under- 
stood by  those  who  made  this  distinction  between  the  persons 
who  had  the  Mosaic  Law  and  those  who  did  not  have  it,  as 
the  Jewishly-disposed  readers,  for  whose  benefit  Paul  was  wri- 
ting, were  so  accustomed  to  do.  Even  to  those  who  first 
received  his  Epistle  his  language  must  have  been  quite  uncer- 
tain in  its  meaning,  while  as  for  those  who  should  take  it  up 
in  later  days,  he  must,  after  a  moment's  thought,  have  been 
aware  that  such  circumlocutions  would  be  almost  hopelessly 
obscure.  How  strange,  then,  that  he  should  not  have  chosen 
the  single  and  simple  word,  which  would  have  saved  himself 
from  writing  a  bungling  sentence,  and  have  saved  his  readers, 
in  all  times,  incalculable  difficulty  and  controversy !  We  do 
not  believe  the  Apostle  wrote  thus.  Bnt,  whether  he  did  or 
not,  surely  there  is  no  great  naturalness  and  simplicity  in  such 
an  explanation  of  his  words. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]    Dt.  nodge'8  Commentary  on  Romans  F.  12-19.    575 

Secondly^  this  interpretation  of  the  phrase  loses  sight  alto- 
gether of  the  proper  force  and  emphasis  of  the  word  naga^dasmg. 
The  Apostle  does  not  say — those  who  had  not  sinned  as  Adam 
had,  that  is,  according  to  Dr.  Hodge,  personally — hut  those 
who  had  not  sinned  after  the  similitude  of  AdamCe  trane- 
gression.  Dr.  Hodge  ignores,  or  even  denies,  any  distinction 
between  7ra^aar»s  and  dftai^ia  in  PauPs  writings.  Bnt,  in  doing 
so,  ho  is  at  variance  with  almost  every  New  Testament  com- 
mentator of  linguistic  reputation.  Compare,  for  example, 
Ellicott's  Commentary  on  Galatians  ii.  18,  and  iii.  19 ;  Trench's 
Synonyms;  and  the  German  writers  in  general.  And  any 
one  who  will  examine  the  passages  where  the  Apostle  uses 
this  noun,  or  the  similar  word  naQafidTi^g^  will  see  for  himself 
that  in  every  case  he  has  direct  reference  to  violation  of 
positive  law.  If,  then,  we  insist  that  there  is  such  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  words — so  that,  while  ^aqtia  means  ein^  na^ 
^aa^g  is  used  to  denote  transgression  of  positive  law^  we  shall 
certainly  not  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  disregarding  the  usage 
of  the  language,  or  of  wandering  off  under  the  guidance  of 
theological  prejudice.  But,  if  Paul  turns  aside  from  his  re- 
peated  use  of  d/uo^r/a,  at  this  point,  to  employ  a  new  word, 
which  has  a  definite  and  well-established  signification  of  its 
own — namely  a  certain  kind  of  sin,  i.  e.,  transgression  of  posi- 
tive law — and,  if  he  describes  certain  persons  as  those  who  did 
not  sin  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's  transgression^  is  it  not 
the  fair  and  natural  inference,  that  he  means  to  intimate  that 
thej  did  sin  after  some  other  similitude  —that  is,  that  they  did 
sin  personally^  in  a  way  which  was  not  transgression  of  posi- 
tive law  f  If,  however,  this  be  true,  the  words,  of  course, 
cannot  refer  to  infants,  since,  as  Dr.  Hodge  admits,  they  do 
not  pei'sonally  sin  at  all. 

2hirdly^  a  similar  conclu^^ion  is  reached  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  word  >'<JiUoi/,  at  the  end  of  the  18th  verse.  Tlie 
phrase,  t^^  6pTog  v6fiov^  according  to  the  Princeton  view,  means 
— if,  or  when,  there  is  no  law — p6fiov^  thus,  having  the  general 
signification  of  a,  or  any,  law.  On  this  explanation  of  this 
-word  depends  the  interpretation  of  the  whole  argument  in 
these  verses ;  for,  if  the  case  of  infants  is  presented  at  all  in  the 
passage,  it  must  be  simply  as  that  of  the  only  persons  who 
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cannot  have  their  own  sins  impated  to  them,  becaase  they 
have  not  personally  Binned  acrainst  any  law.  This  word, 
therefore,  becomes  one  of  importance  in  the  controversy.  But 
how  are  we  to  determine  its  meaning?  We  cannot  but  think, 
that  the  simple  and  natural  way  is,  to  inquire  whether  the 
immediate  context  suggests  anything  that  may  bear  upon  the 
question  ;  and,  then,  to  ascertain  what  is  the  Apostle's  ordinary 
use  of  the  word  in  the  Epistle.  But  if  we  take  this  course,  and 
look,  first,  at  the  context^  we  find,  at  the  beginning  of  the  verse, 
the  same  word,  p6fMov  (withont  the  article,  jnst  as  it  is  in  this 
case),  and,  beyond  all  doubt,  with  the  meaning — the  Mosaic 
Law.  Dr.  Hodge,  as  well  as  every1>ody  else,  admits  this.  Is 
it  probable,  then,  when  he  says  <S/p*  ^^jnov  (until  the  Mosaic 
Law)  sin  was  in  the  world,  but  sin  is  not  reckoned  where  yifoi 
is  not,  that  he  intends  anything  by  the  second  1^6/10$  besides 
what  he  meant  by  the  first  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  does  he  not 
mean,  in  both  cases  alike,  the  Mosaic  Law  ?  It  can  hardly  be 
questioned  that  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  this  view,  and 
that  the  burden  of  proof  rests  on  those  who  maintain  the  oppo- 
site. If,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  we  examine  the  Apostle's 
general  tcsage  in  regard  to  this  word,  another  passage  in  this 
same  Epistle  presents  itself  to  our  notice,  which  resembles  the 
one  before  us  so  closely  as  to  have  some  proper  influence  on 
our  determination  of  the  question  here.  We  refer  to  the  last 
clause  of  the  fifteenth  verse  of  the  fourth  chapter,  which  reads, 
ot  yC^  odx  laT»  p6fiog  Mk  na^aais  — that  IS,  where  pd/img  is  not, 
transgression,  also,  is  not.  Dr.  Hodge  does  not  deny  this 
close  resemblance,  but  he  takes  pains  to  interpret  the  clause 
in  accordance  with  his  view  of  v.  13.  But,  in  doing  so,  he  is 
compelled  to  reject,  as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  re- 
mark, any  distinction  between  dfiaffUa  and  na^aaig.  If  jio^«- 
cr»g,  in  iv.  16,  means  transgression  ofpositim  law^  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  p6ftov  medkii^  positive  law^  i.  e.,  the  Mosaic  Law.^ 

*  We  sajp  **  i.  e.,  the  Mosaic  Law/'  for  oar  own  coovemenoe  in  the  arg;aaienl. 
We  believe  that,  in  general,  wheu  Paul  speaks  of  positiTe  law,  he  has  the 
Mosaic  Law  in  mind,  bat  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  any  defense  of  this 
Tiew,  for  it  is  of  no  importance  in  our  present  discussion.  Dr.  Hodge,  as  we 
hare  seen,  is  obliged  to  hold  that  v6/ioc  means,  any  law  whatever;  and  if  we  Ao^ 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  means,  potitiw  Una  as  dUtifiguiiked  from  tke  U»  ^ 
nature,  we  do  all  that  is  essential  to  our  purpose. 
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Bat  we  have  seen,  above,  that  it  is  the  almost  universal  opinion 
that  na^aaig  does  have  this  meaning.  Moreover^  the  same 
thing  may  be  made  clear  in  another  way.  The  carefnl  reader 
of  Paul's  Epistles  will  observe,  that  the  fourth  chapter  of 
Eomans  corresponds,  very  exactly,  with  the  early  part  of  the 
third  chapter  of  Galatians,  and  that  the  passage  commencing 
with  Eom.  iv.  13,  answers  to  that  found  in  Gal.  iii.  8-10.  In 
both  chapters,  after  the  Apostle  lias  stated  the  argument  for 
the  doctrine  of  Justification  by  Faith,  which  is  drawn  from  the 
fact  that  Abraham  was  justified  in  this  way,  he  adds,  More- 
over, the  promise  came  by  faith,  and  not  by  the  law.  In  the 
passage  in  Galatians,  however  (Gal.  iii.  8-10),  there  can  bo  no 
doubt  that  the  law  referred  to  is  the  Mosaic  Law,  for  Paul  men- 
tions, distinctly,  the  book  containing  that  law.  It  follows, 
that  he,  undoubtedly,  intends  to  speak  of  the  dame  law  in 
Rom.  iv.  13 — and  so,  in  tlie  whole  passage  with  which  iv.  13  is 
connected,  and  in  which  this  15th  verse  is  included.  Again^ 
the  whole  progress  of  the  Apostle's  argument,  which  was 
against  Judaistic  persons,  who  rested  on  the  Mosaic  Law, 
would  seem  to  show  that  this  was  the  particular  law  he  had 
in  mind  throughout,  and,  especially,  in  this  fourth  chapter, 
where  he  is  drawing  his  proofs  from  their  own  Scriptures,  the 
Old  Testament.  The  probability,  then,  would  seem  to  be — 
and  here,  again,  we  have  the  major  part  of  the  leading  com- 
mentators with  us — that  v6(wv^  in  the  latter  clause  of  iv.  15, 
refers  to  the  Mosaic  Law.  But,  with  this  admission,  the 
similarity  of  the  two  clauses  would  afford  an  argument  of  no 
inconsiderable  weight,  that  the  same  word,  at  the  end  of  v.  13, 
has  a  similar  meaning.  Once  more^  we  would  remark  with 
regard  to  the  word  v6fA0\)  in  v,  13 — though  we  do  not  insist 
greatly  upon  this  point  here,  since  we  have  not  the  space  at 
command,  in  which  to  undertake  the  proof  of  our  position — 
that  the  word  is  not  used,  with  two  exceptions,  anywhere  in 
that  portion  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  which  precedes  this 
verse,  with  any  other  signification  than  "  the  Mosaic  Law." 
These  two  exceptions  are  ii.  14,  where  the  Gentiles  are  spoken 
of  as  a  law  unto  themselves,  and  iii.  27,  where  the  words.  By 
what  law — the  law  of  faith,  are  found.  But  in  these  cases, 
even  if  they  are  allowed  their  full  force  as  exceptions,  we 
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think  that  6  ich  satiBfaotorj  explanations  may  be  given,  as  to 
show  that  th  jy  do  not,  properly,  bear  a^inst  the  general  fact. 
If  we  are  correct  in  this  view,  the  argument  becomes  almost 
overwhelming  in  favor  of  giving  the  same  interpretation  to 
the  vlifiog  in  v.  13,  which  we  are  discnssing.     Bat,  even  with- 
ont  maintaining  this  ground   respecting  the  general  use  of 
^oftdg  in  these  chapters,  enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the 
Princjeton  view  of  this  word  at  the  end  of  v.  18  is,  by  no 
means  the  only  natural  one,  and,  as  we  are  persuaded,  by  no 
means,  the  most  probable  one.     And,  as  already  remarked,  if 
it  is  not,  then,  with  the  failure  of  their  pv^sition  with  regard  to 
this  word,  their  position  with  regard  to  the  reference,  in  these 
verses,  to  infants,  is  also  lost.* 

In  our  discussion  of  these  13th  and  14th  verses,  thus  far,  we 
have  omitted  any  notice  of  the  word  d&vaxog^  because  it  seemed 
to  us  of  minor  importance  when  simply  contending  against  the 
Princeton  interpretation  of  the  passage,  and,  also,  because  it 
did  not  fall  within  the  direct  line  of  the  argument  which  we 
proposed  to  offer.  But,  before  passing  to  our  next  point,  we 
may  be  allowed,  perhaps,  to  suggest  a  single  tlioughtin  regard 
tD  this  word — showing  that  hero,  also,  that  interpretation  meets 
with  serious  difficulty.  This  word,  according  to  the  Princeton 
theologians,  means  Penal  evil ;  and  it  is  the  fact,  that  penal 
evil  comes  upon  infants,  which  constitutes  the  evidence  that 
all  men  are  exposed  to  punishment  on  account  of  Adam^s  sin. 
But  how  are  we  sure  that  PauPs  Jewish  adversaries,  with 
whom  he  was  here  arguing,  would  admit  this  proposition,  that 

*AU  who  have  examiaed  this  verse  carefally  are  aware  that  there  is  oo 
fMMMt^y  of  taking^  v6/ioc  in  the  PrincetoD  seofe,  in  order  to  give  a  proper  force 
and  meaning;  to  the  verse;  for  the  verb  kXhaylirfu  may  be  taken  as  having 
reference  to  the  consciousness  of  sin  in  the  man  himself  (so  Calvia,  Lnther, 
Melancthon,  Usteri,  J.  Miiller,  Rothe.  Stuart,  and  numbers  of  others)  or  we  may 
supply  irapddaaic,  or  8%y,  reckoned  as  trantgresrion  (so  Meyer,  De  Wette, 
Philippi,  Alford,  and  others).  In  the  former  case  the  meaning  would  be, 
'*  though  men  do  not  impuU  to  them»el»e$  sin,  where  there  is  no  positive  re- 
vealed law,  yet  there  was  sin  in  the  world  before  the  law,  as  shown  by  the  fset 
of  death.  In  the  latter  ease,  it  would  mean,  thoui^h  sin  in  not  imputed  or  reckomd 
hy  God  ox  tratMffreMion  where  there  is  no  positive  revealed  law — that  is.  though 
sin  is  not  reckoned  or  imputed  by  God,  where  there  is  no  positive  revealed  Uw, 
OS  it  is,  where  there  is  one,  yet,  Ac. 
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penal  evil  comes  upon  infants.  Supposing  they  had  denied  it, 
what  would  have  become  of  his  argnment  %  If  Panl's  mere  asser- 
tion was  enough  on  this  point,  why  did  he  waste  words  in  arguing 
at  all,  and  why  did  he  not,  rather,  say  at  the  ontset,  once  for 
all,  We  are  treated  as  sinners  on  Adam's  account,  atl  of  us, — 
you  mvst  believe  this  hecause  /  say  iit  But  he  did  not  take 
any  such  course  as  this.  On  the  other  hand,  he  entered  on  an 
argument,  as  if  he  felt  himself  constrained  to  ^vove^  from  facts 
thai  could  not  he  dovbted  or  gainsaid^  the  truth  of  his  proposi- 
tion. Now,  that  penal  evil  comes  or  is  likely  to  come  upon 
infants  is  a  thing  which  nobody  among  Paul's  readers  could 
know,  independently  of  his  assertion ;  for  it  is  not  stated  by 
any  one  else  in  the  Bible,  and  is  a  thing,  which,  if  he  did 
state  it,  was  not  at  all  unlikely  to  be  denied  by  those  who 
were  opposed  to  him.*     Is  not  the  probability  of  the  case, 

*  Dr.  Hodge  sayt,  indeed,  that  "  the  doctrine  of  the  impotalion  of  Adam's  sin,  or 
that  on  account  of  that  8in  all  men  are  regarded  and  treated  as  sinners,  was  a 
common  Jewish  doctrioe  at  the  time  of  the  Apostle,  as  well  as  at  a  later  period. 
He  employs  the  same  mode  of  expressioD  ou  the  subject,  which  the  Jews  were 
accoetomed  to  ose.  They  could  not  have  failed,  therefore,  to  understand  him  as 
meaning  to  convey  by  these  expressions  the  ideas  ususlly  connected  with  them. 
And  such,  if  the  Apostle  wished  to  be  understood,  must  have  been  his  inten 
tion."  He  then  refers  to  the  pages  of  Wetstein,  Tholuck,  Ac.,  for  passages  from 
the  Rabbinical  writings,  and  makes  a  long  quotation  from  Knapp's  "Theological 
Lectures  "  on  the  subject  We  have  not  space  here  to  enter  into  a  full  examina- 
tion of  the  Rabbinical  passages,  but  we  wish  simply  to  call  attention  to  one  or 
two  points.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  been  doubted  by  prominent  scholars  whe* 
ther  the  Uarned  Jews  did  universally  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  imputation  of 
Adam's  sin ;  in  the  second  place,  if  they  did,  they  did  not  hold  the  Princeton 
form  of  it.  They  held  generally  that  "  the  whole  world  sinned  the  same  sin  with 
Adam,"  or,  as  one  of  Dr.  Hodge's  quoted  authorities  has  it,  *'  that  in  the  person 
of  Adam  the  whole  multitude  or  mass  of  his  posterity  had  sinned."  They  also  held 
that  the  death,  which  was  occasioned  by  Adam's  sin,  was  physical  death  only, — 
a  meaning  which  Dr.  Hodge  rtjects  with  emphasis.  If  then  Paul,  "  in  case  he 
wished  to  be  understood,**  must  have  "  intended  to  convey  by  there  expressions 
the  ideas  which  the  Jews  were  accustomed  to  convey,"  he  certainly  could  not 
have  intended  to  say  any  such  thing  as  ''  that  we  are  exposed  to  penal  eviU  on 
aecount  of  a  sin  in  which  ve  had  no  participation,''*  We  should  not  consider  the 
opinions  of  the  Rabbis  of  much  importance,  in  a  case  where  Paul  declared  hi* 
own  meaning,  even  if  those  opinions  had  been  in  favor  of  the  Princeton  theory. 
But,  whtn  the  fact  becomes  apparent  that  the  Jewish  Rabbis  entertained  another 
view,  we  do  not  see  any  occasion  for  a  reference  to  them  in  the  learned  commen- 
tary which  is  now  engaging  our  attention. 

As  Dr.  Hodge  quotes  Knapp  as  authority  for  the  historical  matter  in  regard 
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therefore,  in  favor  of  the  supposition  that  he  did  not,  bj 
d&vaioi  in  verse  14,  mean  penal  evil,  bat  physical  death  eim- 
ply  ?  He  could  point  his  readers,  with  great  propriety,  in  snch 
a  discussion  as  this,  to  the  fact  that  death,  in  this  sense,  had 
reigned,  for  everybody,  who  knew  anything  at  all,  knew  this 
to  be  a  fact ;  and  no  doubter  of  Paul's  Apostolic  authority  or 
partisan  opposer  of  his  preaching  could  question  the  force  of 
his  argument  for  a  moment.  That  view  of  this  passage,  theo. 
which  makes  the  physical  death  of  infants  the  proof  that  tbey 
sinned  in  Adam,  as  being  one  with  him,  meets  no  objection 
from  the  word  death.  It  has  only  to  defend  itseif  against  the 
difficulties  presented  in  other  parts  of  the  sentence.  But  the 
explanation  of  Dr.  Hodge  and  his  associates  is  weak  at  this 
point  also,  and,  by  giving  this  peculiar  sense  to  ^ya^o^  it 
seems  to  overthrow  the  very  force  of  the  Apostle's  whole 
reasoning. 

It  remains  only  to  add,  that  the  large  majority  of  the  lead- 
ing commentators  of  later  times*  are  opposed  to  the  Princeton 

to  the  Rabbiaical  writer*,  and  giTes  his  statement  much  weight  beeaiute  he  is  op- 
posed to  the  Princeton  doetrine,  we  think  we  may  be  justified  in  making  a  brief 
quotation  from  the  same  author  on  another  historical  point,  and  giving  his  stste- 
ment,  here,  also,  some  authority,  alihcugh  he  is  at  variance  with  our  venenble 
author.  When  speaking  of  the  origin  of  this  doctrine  of  the  representative  or 
federal  headship  of  Adam,  as  held  by  Dr.  Hodge  and  his  associates,  he  says— not 
that  it  was  "a  common  Jewish  doctrine  at  the  time  of  the  Apostle** — but  that 
it  "  was  invented  by  some  sehoolmen,"  and  he  speaks  of  it  as  having  been  defesd- 
ed  "  wm  in  th^eight^nth  century"  as  if  it  were  remarkable  that  it  had  continued 
up  to  that  period,  and  hardly  possible  that  it  could  be  believed  anywhere  lathe 
nineteenth  century.  But  Enapp's  historical  studies  may  have  been  confioed  to 
the  time  of  the  Apostle  so  exclusively,  that  ho  is  not  of  much  authority  as  to  the 
times  of  the  schoolmen.  Without  making  any  farther  reference,  therefore,  to 
these  statements  of  his  on  this  interesting  point,  we  close  Ihia  note  by  citing  bis 
arguments  against  the  doctrine  in  question.  "This  theory,**  he  says,  ''  cannot  be 
correct,  because  (1)  The  descendants  of  Adam  never  empowered  him  to  be  their 
representative,  and  to  act  in  their  name ;  (2)  It  cannot  be  shown  from  the  Bible 
that  Adam  was  informed  that  the  fate  of  all  his  posterity  was  involved  in  his  owb  ; 
(8)  If  the  transgression  of  Adam  is  imputed,  by  right  of  covenant,  to  all  bti  pos- 
terity, then,  injustice,  all  their  transgressions  should  be  again  imputed  to  himae 
the  guilty  cause  of  all  their  misery  and  sin.  What  a  mass  of  guilt,  then,  would 
come  upon  Adam  I  But  of  all  this,  nothing  is  said  in  the  Scriptures;  (4)  The  iio- 
putation  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ  caunot  be  aUeged  in  support  of  this  theorji 
for  this  is  imputed  to  men  only  by  their  own  will  and  consent;** 

*  We  allow  ourselves  to  speak  here  and  elsewhere  in  our  discussion,  of  M«  wort 
modem  commentators,  because  their  judgment  is  worthy  of  the  higheet  respeei 
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view  in  the  eaeential  points  of  these  versos — ^namely,  the  one 
respecting  the  reference  to  infants  only,  in  the  words  ^'  those 
who  had  not  sinned,"  &c.  (v.  l4),  and  the  one  respecting  the 
force  of  the  words  laojo^  sin^  am.d  transgression — as  they  are  with 
regard  to  ^m^ov^  of  Terse  12th. 

m. 

The  third  main  point  of  inquiry ^  indicated  at  the  outset  of 
onr  discnsion,  has  reference  to  the  thought  of  the  fifteenth 
verse,  as  modified  and  influenced  by  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth. It  is  confidently  asserted  that  these  verses  render  the 
Princeton  explanation  of  the  whole  passage  •'  almost  certain." 
Even  if  the  statement  contained  in  vei-se  12th,  and  the  proof 
set  forth  in  verses  13th  and  14th,  do  not  show,  beyond  ques- 
tion, that  we  are  involved  in  the  condemnation  of  a  sin  in 
which  we  had  no  personal  concern,  the  three  verses  now  before 
us  declare  it  explicitly  and  with  a  threefold  repetition.  Paul 
seems  to  have  had  in  mind,  as  it  were,  those  very  persons  who 
might  be  disposed  to  doubt  the  '^  simple  and  natural "  mean- 
ing of  his  language  up  to  this  point,  but  in  order  that  none 
except  the  most  obstinately  blind  among  them  might  be  left 
to  final  error,  he  determined  to  add,  once  and  again  and  again, 
his  solemn  word,  It  is  surely  so.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to 
examine,  with  due  attention,  these  subjoined  verses,  and  to 
see  whither  they  lead  us.  If  Dr.  Hodge's  representation  is 
correct,  it  is  best  to  be  careful,  lest  we  fight  against  the  truth. 
But  the  results  of  onr  investigation  thus  far  suggest  the  doubt 
whether  he  may  not  be  incorrect  here  also ;  and,  if  so,  Paul's 
solemn  word  has  quite  a  diflferent  meaning.  Now  this  three- 
fold statement,  on  which  the  force  of  these  verses  wholly  de- 
pends, is  declared  to  be,  in  substance,  this— for  the  offense  of 
one  all  are  condemned.  But  the  Greek  has  it  in  three  different 
forms  of  expression.    The  first  and  simplest  of  these  is  found 

in  these  matters  relating  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Greek  text;  and,  albo,  be- 
eanee  Dr.  Hodge  seems,  in  one  or  two  places,  to  intimate  that  he  is  aware  of  his 
want  of  agreement  with  Calyin  and  others  of  the  Reformers  (see  page  284  of  his 
Cmnmentary),  Bnt,  if  desirable,  we  might  equally  well  refer  to  their  writings, 
and  show  thai  they  held  to  no  such  views,  as  those  which  he  defends. 
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in  V.  16,  in  the  words,  si  to  too  l^bg  naifanT^^n  olnoHoi  datiBavov^ 

andlB  determined,  as  to  its  meaning,  by  the  construotion  oi  the 
dative,  naQanx<hfiaTi.  As  Dr.  Hodge  very  properly  says,  it  is "  a 
mere  exegetical  question — what  is  the  meaning  of  a  given 
phrase  ?  Does  the  dative  here  express  the  oceancmal  canse,  or 
iAe  ground  or  reason  of  the  result  attriba table  to  the  offense 
of  one  man  ?"  This  is  the  question.  Which  does  it  express? 
The  venerable  Doctor  assures  ns,  that  we  mnst  understand  thu 
dative  as  indicating  the  direct  ground  or  reason^  and  presents 
us  with  four  arguments  as  forcing  us  to  this  position ;  which 
four  arguments  we  suppose  are  the  only  ones  he  has  in  mind, 
since,  after  so  many  years  of  thought,  they  are  the  only 
ones  he  has  to  mention.    Tiiey  are  as  follows : 

First ;  ''  No  one  can  pretend  to  doubt  that  such  may  be  the 
force  and  meaning  of  this  dative."  Yes,  we  answer;  and  we 
add  no  one  can  pretend  to  doubt,  that  it  may  not  be^  and  the 
answer  rests  on  the  same  universal  admission  as  the  argument. 
The  case  is  just  this.  Here  is  a  passage,  introduced  in  the  way 
of  explanation  of  what  has  been  previously  said.  The  passage 
is  wholly  dependent,  for  its  peculiar  shade  of  meaning,  on  a 
given  word.  This  word  is  capable  of  being  taken  in  two 
diflferent  senses.  What,  now,  is  the  proper  method  of  deter- 
mining in  which  of  the  two  senses  it  is  to  he  taken  t  Evident- 
ly, as  it  seems  to  us,  it  is  to  turn  to  that  preceding  context,  in 
connection  with,  and  as  a  moditication  of  which  this  passage 
stands ;  and,  when  we  have  ascertained  what  is  the  main  idea 
there  expressed,  to  interpret  the  doubtful  word  accordingly. 
But,  if  we  have  been  successful  in  what  we  have  attempted, 
we  have,  already,  shown  that  the  Princeton  idea  is  not  found 
in  the  verses  that  precede  this  point.  We  shall  endeavor,  al8(»,  to 
show  the  same  thing  yet  more  conclusively,  by  making  it  appear 
that  quite  an  opposite  idea  presents  itself  in  the  18th  and  19th 
versOxS,  which  are  so  nearly  a  repetition  of  the  12th.  The  pre- 
sumption, thus,  becomes  almost  overwhelming,  from  the  very 
beginning,  that  this  dative,  Tiu^/rroi^n,  was  not  intended  by 
Paul  to  be  understood  as  Dr.  Hudge  understands  it,  but  in  tlie 
other  sense,  which  he  rejects.  And  this  presumption  becomes 
an  argument  of  irresistible  force,  unless  there  is  something  to 
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be  found,  in  the  immediately  sttceeeding  context,  to  orer- 
balance  it  and  eet  it  aside. 

We  are,  thus,  broaght  to  Dr.  Hodge'e  second  argument, 
which  is  that  this  explanation  of  this  dative  is  demanded  by 
the  words  that  follow.  These  words — since  the  17th  vei-se  is 
precisely  similar  to  the  16th  in  this  regard — can  only  be  those 
which  are  fonnd  in  the  latter  half  of  the  16th  verse,  and  which 
in  the  Greek,  are  as  follows :  t6  fthr  ttf^fia  i|  kpbg  MaxdMQi/ia.  On 
the  interpretation  of  these  words,  then,  the  whole  qnestion  tarns, 
so  far  as  vs.  16th  and  vs.  17th  are  concerned.  But  we  are  as- 
sured, that  these  words  form  a  clanse,  ^^  which  can  hardly  be 
forced  "  into  any  other  sense  than  the  one  contended  for  at 
Princeton.  The  matter  is  declared,  again,  to  be  one, ''  not  of 
theory  or  deduction,  but  simply  of  exposition  ;" — and  the 
qneetion  is  confidently  asked,  ^^  What  does  the  phrase,  ^  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  by,  or  for  one  offense,'  in  this  connec- 
tion, mean  V^  Bnt  let  us  beg  the  distinguished  Professor 
to  pause  a  moment  in  his  progress,  until  we  look  at  this  point 
a  little  more  closely.  The  phrase,  of  which  ho  speaks,  is,  in 
reality,  two  phrases.  ^^  A  sentence  of  condemnation  passing 
upon  mankind  by  one  offense  "  may  mean  one  thing ;  and  '^  a 
sentence  of  condemnation  passing  upon  mankind  for  one 
offense  "  may  mean  quite  another.  And  the  very  question  be- 
fore us  here  may  be,  to  decide  which  of  the  two  phrases  Paul 
has  actually  used.  The  preposition,  in  the  Qreek,is  i»,  which, 
according  to  Dr.  Hodge  himself,  ^'  expresses  properly  the  idea 
of  the  origin  of  one  thing  from  another;  and  is,  therefore, 
used  to  indicate  almost  any  relation  in  which  a  cause  may 
stand  to  an  effect."  If  so,  of  course  we  are  obliged  to  ask,  in 
any  given  case,  what  is  the  particular  reUUion  indicated  there^ 
and  we  cannot  answer  this  inquiry  without  taking  into  con- 
aideration  aU  the  circumstances  which  the  case  presents.  Thus 
in  the  passage  before  us,  if  we  find  the  phrase,  ^'  A  sentence  of 
condemnation  passes  upon  mankind  ^^  ^f'^i  nafjanx^fioxog*^* — 
that  is,  having  its  origin  in  one  transgression, — we  cannot 
determine,  at  once  and  absolutely,  that  this  one  transgression 

*  We  aasame  that  this  word  is  the  prr»per  one  io  be  sapplied  here,  without  any 
diacaeeioD,  because  Dr.  Hodge  favors  this  view. 

VOL.  xxvn.  38 
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is  the  immedicUe  and  direct  catise  of  ike  eentence^  for  the  con- 
text may  show,  concinsivelj,  that  it  is  not  so,  bat  only  the  in- 
direct cause  or  occasion  of  it  All  that  h»  necessarily  denotes 
is,  that  one  thing  is  the  source  from  which  another  springs,  or 
that  the  latter  is  the  resalt  of  the  former, — ^it  may  be  more, 
and  it  may  be  less  directly,  in  different  cases.  We  take  Dr. 
Hodgo  here  on  his  own  ground,  and  we  say,  again,  that  if,  as 
we  have  attempted  to  prove,  the  thought  which  he  finds  ex- 
pressed in  the  twelfth  verse  is  not  there,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  quite  a  different  one,  then  that  important  verse,  which 
contains  the  main  proposition  of  the  entire  passage,  deter- 
mines the  meaning  of  this  preposition,  also,  against  him.  We 
should  ourselves  set  forth  the  usage  of  this  preposition  in  a 
slightly  different  way,  and  should  say,  that,  while  in  always 
points  to  the  source,  it  is  not  everywhere  employed  in  the 
most  literal  sense,  but  that  certain  things  are,  at  times,  con- 
ceived of  as  the  immediate  origin  or  cause,  which,  in  reality, 
are  not  so, — as,  for  example,  Gal.  ii.  16,  where  the  phrase 
justified  in  niarwg  is  used,  though  faith  is  not,  in  the  most 
proper  sense,  the  direct  source^  but  the  means  of  justification, 
and  though  Paul,  almost  uniformly  and  even  at  another  point 
in  the  same  verse,  is  careful  to  express  the  true  thought  by 
J»d  niQtwas.  So,  here,  we  have  the  same  difference  of  con- 
struction ;  in  vs.  IS  and  vs.  17,  the  dative  naga7rt6fiax$^  in  vs. 
18  and  vs.  19,  the  genitive  with  ^^,  both  expressing  most  natu- 
rally, and  the  latter  uniformly  and  without  exception,  the 
meansy  while,  in  the  16th  vs.,  the  apostle  substitutes  the  pre- 
position in  very  probably  on  mere  rhetorical  grounds.  And 
it  is  no  less  absurd  to  claim  that  in  here,  must,  of  necessity, 
express  the  cause^  in  the  Princeton  sense,  than  it  would  be,  in 
the  passage  quoted  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Oalatians,  to  main- 
tain that  in  niarafiDg  must  not  only  be  taken  in  the  same  strict 
sense,  but  must  also  determine  the  meaning  ot  dt^  niare^  in 
the  same  verse,  as  well  as  everywhere  else  in  PauPs  writings.* 


*  Dr.  fiodge  refers  to  the  phrase  i^  ipytjv  p6fiov  in  GeL  ill 6,  as  an  iDBtanoe 
where  *'  this  preposition  expresses  the  ground  or  reason."  Why  is  he  not  kiod 
enough  to  explain  the  phrase  U  iriareu^  in  the  sameyerse  nlso?  The  Utter  phrsM. 
being  found  In  conneetion  with  6ui  niareu^,  would  have  afforded  an  admiisble 
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To  such  extravagances  do  these  endeavors  to  make  the 
great  Apostle  say  what  he  had  never,  for  a  moment,  the  in- 
tention of  saying,  bring  us,  in  all  matters  of  usage  and 
interpretation  ;  and,  on  the  foundation  of  such  assertions,  we 
are  informed,  that  the  opposite  views  are  the  results  of  theolog- 
ical theorizing. 

Bat  the  proper  meaning  of  this  preposition  will  become 
more  clearly  manifest,  if  we  compare  the  parallel  clause  which 

follows,   T^  9^  x^ti^fui  hn  nolXlav  noLQaTttatfMkTWP  als   dtnaiufia.      Dr. 

Hodge  says,  ^^  if  this  latter  clause  means  that  we  are  pardoned 
for  many  offenses,  the  former  must  mean  that  we  are  con- 
demned for  one."  But  it  happens  that  the  latter  clause  does 
not  mean  '^  that  we  are  pardoned  for  many  offenses."  It  means 
quite  another  thing,  and  Dr.  Hodge  has  mistaken  the  very 
idea  which  it  suggests.  This  verse  f^rms  a  complete  parallel- 
ism,— as  complete  and  as  carefully  set  forth  before  tbe  eye  of 
the  reader,  as  language  could  possibly  make  it.  If  we  supply, 
in  each  clause,  some  such  verb  as  ^y^yaro,  to  make  the  sentence 
complete,  we  have,  in  the  first,  k^a^k  as  the  subject,  iYipsro  as 
the  verb,  iS  Mg  qualifying  iy^t^sio^  and  sig  »aTd«^/ua,  equivalent 
to  a  predicate  nominative ;  and,  similarly,  in  the  latter  clause, 

X^vfia  is  the  subject,  iyiJ^ero  the  verb,  in  TwH&y  naf^amMiMATfav  the 

phrase  qualifying  the  verb,  and  eig  d^MaUofia  the  predicate.  The 
author  has,  thus,  been  at  much  pains  to  show  that  ^(  it^^s  is  to 


opportunity  for  comparing  the  use  of  the  words  in  thid  rerse  of  Galatians  with 
that  in  Rom.  y,  15-17.  It  eeems  UDfortnnate,  therefore,  that  the  Princeton  ex- 
positor ahonld  have  passed  over  the  more  important  ix^  and  hare  mentioned  only 
the  less  important  one.  But  such  aooidental  oversights  do  ocoor,  sometimes, 
even  on  the  part  of  the  must  careful  scholars.  We  suggest  that,  in  his  next  edi- 
tion, he  should  devote  a  few  lines  to  this  omitted  poiut ;  and  we  also  propose  an 
inquiry  for  the  author^s  consideration — ^namely,  when  we  have  in  a  passage  two 
prepositions  (aa  did  and  U)  in  the  same  connection— one  of  which  alteay  de- 
notes the  m€ati9,  and  the  other  denotes  (to  use  his  own  language)  tomeUmss  "  the 
in$trumerUal "  and  9om$tim$9  "  tbe  efficient  cause  "—whether  we  ought  to  adapt 
the  meaning  of  the  one  that  varies  in  its  signification  to  that  of  the  one  that  is 
invariable^  or  whether  we  should  attempt  to  change  the  ItUUr  to  meet  the /ormer  / 
An  answer  to  this  question  might  be  generally  useful  to  the  less  advanced  schol- 
ars who  have  occasion  to  use  his  Ck>mmentar7,  while,  at  tbe  same  lime,  it  might 
have  a  particular  and  special  bearing  on  this  verse  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans. 
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be  taken  in  this  way  ;  and  the  meaning  of  the  two  clanscB  is, 
accordingly,  this — ^The  judgment  became,  as  the  result  of  one 
offense,  a  condemnatory  judgment,  and  the  free  gift  became, 
as  the  result  of  many  offenses,  a  gifi  of  justification.*  But 
this  is  not  what  Dr.  Hodge  makes  it  mean — namely,  that  we 
are  pardoned  for  many  offenses ;  but,  as  the  result  of  many 
offenses,  or,  which  is  as  nearly  the  same  thing  as  possible,  by 
occasion  of  many  ofienses,  God's  free  gift  became  one  of  josti- 
cation — substantially  the  same  idea  which  is  expressed,  in  a 
different  form  and  connection,  in  the  20th  verse,  "  Where  sin 
abounded,  grace  did  ranch  more  abound."  Paul  simply  states 
the  great  truth,  so  dear  to  his  own  experience,  that  the  fact  of 
our  sins  being  so  multiplied  that  we  were  utterly  beyond  all 
possible  hope  outside  of  himself,  was  the  very  ground  of  God's 
devising  his  plan  of  justification  through  faith ; — not  the  im- 
mediate,  direct  cause,  independent  of  anything  else,  but  the 
occasion,  which  his  abounding  mercy  laid  hold  of  to  accom- 
plish its  own  glorious  purposes.  And  so,  in  the  parallel  and 
opposite  clause,  the  condemnation  of  God  is  not  proclaimed  as 
coming  upon  men  because  of  a  sin  in  which  they  had  no  per- 
sonal concern,  Jyut  simply  as  the  resuU  of  that  sin,  with  M 
that  accompanied  and  folUnoed  it  in  the  race  of  mankind. 
Accordingly,  when  Dr.  Hodge  attempts  to  make  out  that  the 
whole  force  of  the  contrast,  as  expressed  in  these  clauses,  lies 
in  the  idea  that  ^'  Adam  brought  the  condemnation  of  one 
offense  only,  while  Christ  saves  us  from  that  of  many,^  he 
goes  entirely  outside  of  the  true  interpretation  of  the  words; 
and  his  whole  theory  with  regard  to  the  sixteenth  verse  be- 
comes untenable,  when  it  is  considered  in  relation  to  this  vene 
itself,  as  well  as  in  relation  to  the  dative  naganr^^t^,  that  pre* 
cedes.t 

*  This  i«  the  view  of  the  oonstnietloo  and  meaniDf  of  the  olaoses,  which  is  held 
now  by  almost,  if  not  quite,  every  one  of  the  commeotatore  whoee  opioioDS  ob 
such  qaestions  are  worthy  of  highest  regard — as,  e.g.,  Meyer,  Ewald,  DeWetie, 
Tholuck,  Alford,  Van  Heogel.  ofrc. 

f  That  the  explanation  of  the  latter  of  these  two  parallel  clansas,  which  ve 
have  ^iven  above,  is  the  true  one,  is  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  Bnt,  evea  if 
it  be  not  so,  Dr.  Hodge's  view  has  no  real  advantage  over  that  of  his  ad? erssries 
in  regard  to  this  16th  verse.    For,  tit  ihe  Jirst  piaee,  with  respect  to  tkiprep^ 
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Dr.  Hodge'a  third  armament  in  eapport  of  his  explanation  of 
this  dative  is,  that  saeh  an  explanation  ^^  is  demanded  by  the 

ttofi,  be  and  they  are  in  preoUely  the  same  condition.  He  oonfeases  thai  on  his 
own  interpretation,  the  kK  in  connection  with  iroAXov  irapairru/tdTinf  must  be  talcen 
in  a  different  sense  from  the  ix  in  oonnection  with  h^oc.  The  latter  clause  of 
the  verse,  he  says,  means  "jostification  yrom  many  offenses,**  hnt  the  former 
means  "  condemnation /or — ^that  is,  direcUy  on  aeeount  of— one  offense"  But  his 
adversaries  need  do  nothing  more  than  tliis.  They  may  say — and,  in  order  to 
the  establishment  of  their  position,  they  need  only  to  say — that,  while  the  latter 
elanse  means  "  justification  ^om  many  offenses/'  the  former  means  "eondemna- 
tion  indirectly  on  acoount  oC  i  e.  by  means  of,  one  offensa"  Dr.  Hodge  speaks 
of  the  difference  in  his  two  senses  of  kx  as  "only  a  slight  one."  How  much  less 
slight  is  the  one  given  by  his  adversaries!  If  the  one  view  is  within  the  proper 
limitatiMUs  of  the  langusge,  the  other  must  be  so  likewise ;  and  the  only  question 
to  be  decided  is,  which  of  the  two  views  is  eonsuient  with  the  context  In  the 
teeattd  place,  we  may  turn  our  attention  to  the  force  of  the  eomparison  and  con- 
trast between  Adam  and  Christ  wliich  is  contained  in  this  verse.  Dr.  Hodge  re- 
marks here,  **  To  make  Paul  say  that  the  offense  of  Adam  was  the  means  of  in- 
volving us  in  a  multitude  of  crimes,  from  aH  of  which  Christ  saves  us,  is  to  make 
the  benefit  and  the  evil  exactly  tantamount  Here  is  no  contrast  and  no  superi- 
ority." We  respectfully  submit  that  there  is  a  eontraet — namely,  that  of  involv- 
ing us  in  a  multitude  of  crimes  and  saving  us  from  them — a  contrast  heaven-wide 
in  its  extent  But,  as  for  superiority,  how  does  Dr.  Hodge  know  that  there  is  any 
flJInded  to  in  the  verse  f  He  expressly  excludes  any  such  idea  from  those  words 
in  vs.  16  and  vs.  17,  in  which,  if  anywhere,  we  should  look  for  it — namely,  the 
words  *'  much  more  " — and,  at  the  very  beginning  of  his  note  on  vs.  15,  he  says, 
"The  attentive  reader  of  this  passage  will  perceive  constantly  increasing  evidence 
that  the  design  of  the  Apostle  is  not  to  show  that  the  blessings  procured  by 
Christ  are  greater  than  the  evils  caused  by  Adam."  As  he  uses  the  word  passage^ 
and  speaks  of  ecnstainily  inereaeing  evidence,  both  which  expressions  are  ill-suited 
to  asiugle  verse  of  four  lines,  the  inference  would  seem  almost  irresistible  that  he 
does  not  refer,  in  this  remark,  to  the  fifteenth  verse  alone,  but  to  the  two  follow- 
ing verses,  also,  which,  together  with  the  fifteenth,  make  up  what  may  be  prop- 
erly called  a  distinct  passsge.  But  if  vs.  16  does  eontuin  the  idea  that  the  bless- 
ings procured  by  Christ  are  greater  than  the  evils  caused  by  Adam,  while  the 
15th  and  17th  verses  do  not  contain  that  idea,  but  the  opposite,  we  do  not  see 
how  the  evidence  increases  very  eonstafitly.  The  author,  therefore,  is  inconsistent 
with  himself,  and,  where  the  oracle  gives  two  different  and  opposite  responses,  we 
do  not  know  why  we  may  not  accept  either  of  them  as  the  truth,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  our  own  judgment.  It  certainly  cannot  be  the  highest  degree  of 
theological  prejudice,  therefore,  to  say  that  there  is  no  thought  of  superiority  ex- 
pressed in  vs.  16,  but  that  the  benefit  end  the  evil  are,  on  the  contrary,  exactly 
tantamount.  And  if  so,  what  becomes  of  Dr.  Hodge's  argument  drawn  from  this 
16th  verse,  and  where  is  the  strength  of  his  position  as  compared  vdth  that  of 
his  adversaries  f  Or,  again,  supposing  there  is  a  superiority  hinted  at  in  this 
verse,  how  does  Dr.  Hodge  know  that  it  is  the  particular  one  of  which  he  speaks  f 
Until  he  can  prove  that  this  is  the  only  one  which  can  be  intended  hy  the  words 
of  the  Apostle,  he  eannot  make  any  such  assertion  independently  of  a  considera- 
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whole  design  and  drift  of  the  passage."  "  The  very  point  of  the 
tomparison,"  he  sajs,  ^'  is,  that  as  the  righteoosness  of  Christ, 
and  not  our  own  works,  is  the  ground  of  our  justification,  so 
the  sin  of  Adam,  antecedently  to  any  sins  of  our  own,  is  the 
ground  of  the  infliction  of  certain  penal  evils.  If  the  latter 
be  denied,  the  very  point  of  the  analogy  between  Christ  and 
Adam  is  destroyed."  But  this  is  assuming  the  point  in  dis- 
pute. The  extent  of  the  analogy  which  was  in  the  Apostle's 
mind,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  chapter  of  his  Epistle,  can 
only  be  determined  by  examining  what  he  has  said.  If  be 
says,  in  any  verse,  precisely  what  the  Princeton  theologians 

Hon  of  the  context ;  and  this  he  cannot  prove.  Another  vieir  may  eqttaUy  wXi 
be  taken; — for,  if— while  God  was  dealing  with  mankind  in  the  line  of  mere  joB- 
tice — the  condemnation  of  Adam  foUowed  immediately  upon  his  first  offenae, 
and,  in  regard  to  his  posterity,  justice  not  only  provided  no  help  or  remedy,  bat 
even  suffered  them  to  commence  life  nnder  a  disadvantage  which  established  the 
certainty  of  their  beginning  their  moral  acta  with  sin,  so  that  condemnation 
came  upon  all  of  them  likewise,  thongh  indirectly,  as  the  result  of  Adam*s  one 
offen8e,~and  if,  on  the  other  hand,  when  dealing  with  them  in  the  line  of  gr&ce, 
— God  accepted  the  sacrifice  of  his  Son,  and  thus,  with  all  tho  freeness  of  his 
divine  nature,  provided  a  justification  for  them  from  all  the  multitudinous 
offenses  of  which  they  had  all  been  guilty — we  beliere  there  is  no  Cbristisa 
heart  in  the  world  that  could  not  unite  in  these  joyful  and  thankful  words  of  the 
Apostle,  which  (on  the  supposition  now  made)  speak  of  the  abounding  superiority 
of  the  grace  over  the  evil, — and  say,  wthjtut  thie  thought,  *'  the  condemnstioo 
came  as  the  result  of  one  offense,  but  the  justification  Is  from  many  offenses^ 
how  much  greater  the  latter  than  the  former  I " 

The  result,  then,  of  the  investigation  of  this  latter  clause  of  the  1  Sth  verse  is 
the  following:— ^r«^,  Dr.  Hodge  has  mistaken  its  true  construction  and  given  it 
a  wrong  interpretation ;  eeecftidly,  even  if  he  has  not  made  this  fundamental  mis- 
take, he  is  in  no  better  position  than  his  opponents  in  respect  to  his  explanation 
of  the  preposition  in  the  two  parallel  clauses ;  moreover,  he  cannot  insist  upon  the 
idea  of  superiority  as  found  at  all  in  thin  verse ;  further,  he  apparently  eontrs- 
dicte  himself  on  this  point,  saying  at  one  moment,  that  such  an  idea  it  fio<  to  be 
discovered,  and,  at  another  moment,  that  it  is  to  be ;  and  finally,  if  we  admit 
that  such  an  idea  ie  contained  in  the  verse,  he  cannot  show  that  it  is  the  one 
which  he  undertakes  to  defend.  We  have  repeated  the  statements  of  the  ser 
oral  points,  that  they  may  be  before  the  eye  of  the  reader  at  a  single  glance;  sod 
we  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  if  we  have  given,  in  the  text  above,  the  true  account 
of  the  clause  in  question,  Dr.  Hodge's  argument  haq  not  even  the  shadow  of  a 
foundation — and,  if  we  have  not  given  the  true  account,  the  words,  aa  we  hare 
shown  in  this  note,  are  susceptible  of  another  meaning  than  the  one  which  he  as- 
signs to  them,  so  that  the  true  meaning  most  be  determined  by  the  eontexL  and, 
consequently,  there  is  no  independent  force  in  this  verse,  as  be  claims,  in  &vor  of 
his  interpretation  of  the  whole  passage. 
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endeavor  to  make  hitn  say,  the  question  is  at  ODoe  settled. 
Bnt  if  he  does  not  say  this  anywhere,  the  mere  fact  that  he 
presents  an  analogy  between  Adam  and  Christ,  which  some 
persons  migJU  suppose  capable  of  being  carried  to  stick  an  ex- 
tentj  does  not  justify  the  assertion  of  any  such  view  as  theirs 
as  nnqneetionably  its  true  meaning.  I  may  perfectly  well  use 
an  analogy  which  will  hold  in  several  important  respects,  with- 
out intending  to  press  it  to  an  extreme  point  where  it  will  not 
hold ;  and  if  I  do  thus  use  it,  I  am  not  to  be  judged  by  the 
preconceived  notions  of  some  mere  literalist,  or,  perhaps,  some 
person  of  narrowest  views,  bnt  hy  the  langtiage  I  have  my- 
self employed.  In  the  case  before  ns,  the  Apostle  may,  prop- 
erly enough,  have  represented  the  nnivers^ality  of  the  blessings 
which  come  upon  mankind  through  the  sacrifice  of  Christ, 
provided  they  on  their  part  exercise  faith,  by  the  analogous 
universality  of  the  evil  results  which  have  come  upon  mankind 
through  the  sin  of  Adam,  as  leading  to  and  followed  by  their 
own  sin ;  and  he  may  have  said,  with  just  this  thought  in 
mindy  Christ  is  the  source  of  our  justification,  as  Adam  was  of 
our  condemnation ;  and  yet  he  may  not  have  intended,  at  all, 
that  the  precise  relation  of  Christ  to  the  former  is,  in  every 
minutest  pointy  the  same  with  that  of  Adam  to  the  latter. 
Especially  may  this  be  the  case,  when  he  takes  care,  himself,  to 
limit  his  analogy  in  the  very  unfolding  and  development  of  it 
Paul  does  not,  indeed,  explain  to  us  fully  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
act connection  between  Adam^s  sin  and  our  sin  or  our  death, 
but  he  does  make  it  very  plain,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  soon 
to  show,  that  he  holds  no  such  idea  as  these  extremists  press 
into  this  comparison.  Surely  if  he  does  so,  he  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  explain  himself,  and  to  be  supposed  to  know  what 
his  meaning  was  as  well  as  his  commentators. 

We  pass,  therefore,  to  the  fourth  and  final  argument  for 
the  Princeton  interpretation  of  the  dative,  naqamdifian^  which 
is  presented  in  the  fullowing  words:  ^'It  is  so  plainly  the 
correct  and  natural  interpretation,  that  it  is  freely  admitted 
even  by  the  most  strenuous  opponents  of  the  doctrine  which  it 
teaches."  Who  these  persons  are,  we  are  not  informed,  except 
by  a  somewhat  indefinite  reference  to  a  numl>er  of  writers, 
whose  opinions  on   another  verse — and  not,  at  all,  on  this 
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dative— are  qnoted.  But  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  some  of 
these  writere,  even  in  the  passives  quoted  from  them,  take  a 
view  not  altgether  like  that  of  Dr.  Hod^e,  and  that  others  are 
persons  not  re^rded  anywhere  at  the  present  day,  except,  per- 
haps, at  Princeton,  as  of  very  high  aathority.*  Let  what  may, 
however,  be  made  out  of  tlieee  writers,  the  impression  cannot, 
with  any  justice,  be  produced  that  the  great  majority  of 
scholars  accord  with  the  Princeton  theologians  in  the  explana- 
tion of  these  verses,  any  more  than  in  those  which  precede,  for 
the  facts  cannot  be  alleged  in  its  support. 

We  leave  this  matter  here,  and  we  again  respectfully  sub- 
mit, that,  until  the  point  with  regard  to  this  dative  can  be 
proved  by  other  arguments  than  those  which  have  as  yet  been 
presented,  the  three  verses  now  under  consideration  do  not 
render  ^'  almost  certain"  that  which  is  supposed  by  Dr.  Hodge 
to  be  taught  in  this  whole  passage. 

rv. 

In  connection  with  the  words  xarecrrd^i^crayd  fiaqnalU^  of  the 
nineteenth  verse,  our  last  main  point  of  inquiry  presents 
itself.  These  words  (as  Dr.  Hodge  admits,  and  as  every- 
body must  admit)  being  connected  with  the  18th  verse  by 
yci^,  give  the  reason  or  proof  of  the  statement  of  that  verse. 
They  thus  serve  the  purpose  of  so  filling  out  the  12th  verse, 
as  to  show  precisely  what  the  Apostle  meant  by  the  phraseology 
there  employed.  In  other  words,  they  set  forth  how  it  was 
that  Adam's  sin  brought  about  our  death,  or  what  was,  if  we 
may  so  call  it,  the  intermediate  step  of  the  process,  or  the  rea- 
son why  the  result  took  place.    On  this  point  we  need  attempt 

*  In  his  remark!  on  tbe  twelfth  verse,  Dr.  Hodge  refers,  among  the  eomnsnta- 
tors  who  favor  his  view  as  giviog  the  simple  and  natural  meaniDg  of  the  text,  to 
Philippi  and  Dr.  Wordsworth.  He  leaves  the  impression,  at  least,  on  the  ntd- 
er's  mind,  that  they  substantially  agree  with  him — but  it  is  very  evident  thsttbsy 
do  not.  They  both,  on  the  other  hand,  say  that  we  sinned  in  Adam,  not  in  a  jM«* 
tuiiWt  but  ao  actual  sense.  They  both  quote  with  approval  the  view  of  Aopv* 
tine ;  and  the  latter  says  that,  though  Augustine  waa mistaken  in  regarding  k^^i^ 
iquivalent  to  in  quo,  yet  his  idea, — '*  in  quo  omnes  peoeaverunt," —  was  correct 
Indeed,  Philippi  stoutly  denies  that  fjfiaprcv  of  verse  12th  can  mean  any  such  thing 
as  "  suffered  the  penalty  of  sin."  8uch  writers  as  Storr  and  Flatt  are  geoenOf 
held  to  be  only  eeoood  or  third  rate  commentators;  but  it  is  to  the  opiniooief 
these  and  one  or  two  others  of  the  same  order,  that  our  author  refers,  shooflt 
exclusively,  on  these  points. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]   Dr.  Hodges  Commentary  an  Romans  V.  12-19.    591 

no  argument,  for  the  venerable  Profenor  and  oureelvea  are 
agreed  with  regard  to  it.  Bat  what  this  intermediate  step 
or  reason  is,  is  the  subject  of  dispute.  Dr.  Hod<;e^8  view 
is  this;  that  the  words  signify  ^^  were  regarded  as  sinners ;  " 
and  that  the  two  verses,  taken  together,  mean,  substantially, 
that  ^'  all  men  are  tiwU&d  as  sinners  on  account  of  Adam's  sin, 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  regarded  as  sinners  on  his  account." 
If  this  is  the  true  meaning,  the  controversy  on  the  whole  passage 
may,  perhaps,  be  considered  as  terminated.  We  maintain,  how- 
ever, that  the  words  do  not  and  cannot  have  this  meaning.  The 
verb  ModivTiifti^  Dr.  Hodge  remarks,  "never,  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament, means  to  maksy  in  the  sense  of  effecting,  or  causing  a 
person  or  thing  to  be  in  its  character  or  nature  other  than  it 
was  before.  MuOnndwa^  uvb  dfioffruMp  does  not  mean  to  make  one 
siKfvly  but  to  set  him  down  as  such,  to  r^ard  or  appoint  him 
to  be  of  that  class."  "  When,  therefore  the  Apostle  says  that 
the  many  nateoidO^aa^  ^aqmXtA  by  the  disobedience  of  Adam, 
it  cannot  mean,  that  the  many  were  thereby  rendered  sinful, 
but  that  his  disobedience  was  the  ground  of  their  being  placed 
in  the  category  of  sinners.  It  constituted  a  good  and  sufficient 
reason  for  so  regarding  and  treating  them."  He  also  cites  the 
following  examples :  "Thus,  when  Christ  is  said  to  have  been 
'  constituted  the  Son  of  God,'  he  was  not  made  Son,  but  de- 
clared to  be  such.  ^  Who  constituted  thee  a  ruler  or  judge? ' 
t.  6.  Who  appointed  thee  to  that  office!  So,  *whom  his 
Lord  made  ruler.' " 

In  reference  to  these  remarks,  we  have  two  suggestions  to 
make,  in  connection  with  which  all  that  it  is  necessary  to  say 
on  this  subject  may  be  said.  Thejirst  is,  that  the  statement 
respecting  ttadiovfifM^  that  it  never  means  "  render  "  in  the  New 
Testament,  is  incorrect,  and  the  second^  that,  if  it  were  cor- 
reet,  it  would  not  prove  what  Dr.  Hodge  maintains.  Kadtarrffn 
is  a  verb,  which  is  found  in  the  whole  New  Testament, 
outside  of  the  present  verse,  twenty  times,  but  Paul  uses  it 
only  once.  In  one  of  these  passages  (Acts  xvii.  15)  it  has  a 
meaning  so  peculiar  and  unconnected  with  the  point  now  before 
us,  that  we  need  not  take  it  into  consideration.  Of  the  nineteen 
remaining  cases,  sixteen  refer  to  appointments  to  office,  and  in 
these  the  verb  is  to  be  explained  accordingly — this  being  one 
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of  the  well-known  meaningB  of  this  verb.    But,  in  the  other 
three  cases,  it  conveys  no  sach  idea.    These  are  James  iiL  6, 
and  iv.  4,  and  2  Peter,  i.  8.     The  words  in  2  Peter,  i.  8,  are 
those  which  follow  the  exhortation  of  the  Apostle  to  his  read- 
ers to  add  to  their  faith  virtae,  to  virtne  knowledge,  to  know- 
ledge temperance,  etc.,  and  give  the  reason  for  the  exhortation 
— '*  for  if  these  things  be  in  you,  and  abound,  they  nadiuviiakv 
you  not  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."    The  question  to  be  determined  is,  What  these 
virtues  are  here  declared  to  do  for  the  Christian  %    Do  they 
"  appoint "  him  to  be  not  barren  nor  unfruitful ;  or  do  they 
"  set  him  down  "  in  that  position,  in  any  other  sense  than  that 
of  rendering  or  making  him  what  these  words  indicate  t    Do 
they  not,  in  other  words,  "  cause  him  to  be  in  his  character 
what  he  was  not  before,"  and  would  not  be  if  he  did  not  pos- 
sess them}    We  are  aware  that  some  writers  have   denied 
this  interpretation  of  the  verb,  even  in  this  case,  and  have 
said  that  it  means  ^^  cause  you  to  appear  as  such.*    But  such 
is  not  the  view  of  the  scholars  who  are  most  prominent  for 
their  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language ;  and  one  -jt  the  best 
German  commentators  remarks,  in  opposition  to  it,  that  this, 
in  the  first  place,  is  a  signification  which  the  verb  never  has 
either  in  the  classics  or  the  New  Testament,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  it  requires  ^is  to  be  taken  in  the  simple  sense  of  »«?<, 
and  thus  loses  sight  of  the  object  or  end  in  view,  which  efc 
always  suggests,  even  in  those  looser  uses  of  it  where  it  may 
be  translated  by  the  words  *'  with  reference  to."    But,  even  if 
we  do  not  insist  upon  this  apparently  correct  remark,  the  verse 
which  immediately  follows  (viz.  2  Peter  i.  9)  seems  to  show 
that  the  author  had  no  such  idea,  for,  m  setting  forth  the  con- 
dition of  the  one  who  does  Tiot  thus  cultivate  the  virtaes 
named,  he  says,  "  But  he  that  lacketh  these  things  is  (iati)— not 
appears  but  is — ^blind,  shortsighted,  and  forgetful  of  the  fact 
of  the  purification  of  his  old  sins."    And  then  he  goes  on  (vs. 

*  These  writers,  it  will  be  obeeired,  undersUnd  the  rerb  m  meaniog^-<o  eaiut 
one  to  appear  as  having  what  he  actually  ha9  or  at  being  what  he  aetaally  i>; 
and,  thus,  they  differ  from  the  view  which  we  maintain  only  on  the  qaesiioo 
whether  this  rerb  means  to  make  or  render,  and  not  on  the  question  whether  the 
person  aetwUly  hoe  or  hae  not  the  thing  spoken  o£ 
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10),  "  Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  give  diligence  to  make 
yonr  calling  and  election  sure ;  for  if  ye  do  these  things,  ye 
shall  never  fall," — not  simply  appear  as  persons  who  do  not  fall, 
but  actually  shall  never  fall.  When  we  thns  consider  the 
peculiarities  of  the  8th  verse  itself  and  the  statements  of  the 
9th  and  10th  verses,  which  seem  almost  mere  repetitions  of  it 
in  a  negative  and  positive  form,  and  in  which  the  author  uses 
unmietakable  language ; — and  when  we,  also,  consider  the 
fact,  that  this  is  a  well  known  signification  of  the  verb  in  the 
Attic  Greek,  as  every  lexicographer  and  every  writer  on  the 
subject  admits,  how  can  we  doubt  that  the  Apostle  Peter 
meant  to  say.  These  virtues,  if  you  possess  them  in  large 
measure,  will  render  or  make  you  not  barren,  nor  nnfruitfol  ? 
In  James  iv.  4,  we  have  the  form  MadiaTajat,  The  verse  reads  **  Ye 
adulterers  and  adulteresses,  know  ye  not  that  the  friendship  of 
the  world  is  {iatir)  enmity  with  God  ?  Whosoever  therefore  will 
be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  {Kadiatata$)  the  enemy  of  God."  Does 
»a^/(7Tara».  in  this  verse,  mean  constituted  in  the  sense  of  made  to 
appear  as  the  enemy  of  God — or  does  it  mean  constituted 
in  the  sense  of  ma^«  /  The  writer  seems  to  make  his  mean- 
ing reasonably  plain.  On  the  ground  of  his  declaration,  that 
the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God,  he  predicates 
the  statement,  that  any  person  who  is  minded  to  be  a  friend 
of  the  world,  is  placed  in  the  condition  of  an  enemy  of  God — 
that  is,  not  he  is  made  to  appear  so,  but  he  is  constitvied  or 
rendered^  by  this  very  fact,  such  an  enemy  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
he,  ipso  facto^  heoom£S  so.  The  other  passage  (James  iii.  6) 
we  will  not  pause  to  examine.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say, 
that  not  only  Dr.  Robinson,  but  Schirlitz,  Schleusner,  and 
Wahl  give  the  word  the  same  meaning,  essentially,  in  this 
verse  also.  Wahl,  whose  authority  Dr.  Hodge  seems  to  quote 
with  much  willingness  elsewhere,  says  of  nadiaiTjfn  in  James 
iii.  6  and  i v.  4,  that  it  is  ^^fere  ide^ti  quod  alfAi  sed  fortius^'*  and  in 
2  Peter  i.  8  (and,  indeed,  in  the  passage  in  Eomans  now  be- 
fore us),  it  has  the  signification  ^^reddere  aliguem  aliquid — Je- 
mo/nden  zu  eiwas  mochen?'^  That  the  great  majority  of  the 
authorities  of  most  weight  give  this  sense  to  the  verb,  in  one  or 
more  passages  in  the  New  Testament,  is  beyond  all  doubt ;  and 
we  are  content  to  leave  this  point  between  ourselves  and  Dr. 
Uodge  in  this  position. 
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Bat  it  surely  is  a  pretty  bold  assnmption,  even  if  the  word 
iB  not  iiBed  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament  in  this  sense,  to 
maintain  that  Paul  does  not  so  use  it  here  in  Romans  v.  19. 
For  what  are  the  facts?  In  all  the  other  passages  bat  three, 
it  is,  plainly,  employed  in  connection  with  oflBcial  appoint- 
ments, and  the  meaning  of  the  verb  is  defined  by  the  connecp 
tion  in  which  it  stands ;  in  Paul's  own  writings,  it  is  found 
only  once  (Titus  i.  8)  where  it  is  employed  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  we  have  no  reason,  therefore,  to  know,  or  to  suppose, 
that  he  was  nnacquainted  with  other  significations, which  it  might 
have  under  other  circumstances ;  and,  finally,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that,  in  other  Greek  writings  outside  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  even  in  the  Apocrypha,  it  is  frequently  used  in  the 
sense  of  which  we  have  spoken.  What  evidence  is  there, 
then,  that  Paul  may  not,  in  a  passage  where  he  had  no  ref- 
erence to  ofiicial  appointments, — and  where  any  classical  Greek 
writer  might,  in  full  accordance  with  the  cnstoms  of  the 
people,  use  the  verb  with  such  a  purpose, — ^have  employed  thig 
verb  to  convey  the  idea  of  "  rendering  *'  or  "  making  "  or  "  be- 
coming,'^ instead  of  being  limited  to  the  one  meaning  of  ^^  ap 
pointing,"  or  any  other  meaning  founded  immediately  upon 
that  single  one  !* 

But  even  if  the  verb  does  not  mean  "render"  or  **  become," 
— if  it  does  not,  anywhere  in  the  New  Testament,  have  the 
signification  of  making^  in  the  sense  of  "  efibcting,  or  causing 
a  person  or  thing  to  be  in  its  character  or  nature  other  than 
it  was  before  " — still  it  does  not  convey  any  such  idea  as  Dr. 
Hodge  is  obliged  to  claim  for  it  here.     The  meaning  which  hs 

*  Dr.  Hodge  limite  bimsalf  and  his  readers  to  the  New  Testament,  when  be  is 
endeaYoring  to  establish  a  certain  meaning  for  this  verb  m  the  19th  vene,  bnt 
in  the  oorresponding  jMssage  (iravref  fiftap/rov)  in  the  twelfth  verse,  where  the 
Kew  Testament  usage  wiU  not  justify  his  interpretation,  he  goes  on  a  search 
through  the  Septnagint,  and,  when  he  finds  two  solitary  and  doobtful  psssagei 
in  support  of  his  yiew,  be  parades  them  before  his  readers  as  oondusiTe  evidsoee 
of  iti  oorrectness.  It  is  said  to  be  a  poor  rule  that  will  not  work  both  way^ 
If  the  worthy  Doctor  goes  beyond  the  New  Testament  in  vs.  12th,  let  him  sDov 
us  to  go  beyond  it  in  vs.  19th.  If  he  limits  himself  to  the  New  Testameot  in  n. 
19th.  Wt  bin.  follow  the  same  course  in  vs.  12th.  But  the  Princeton  Uieologtsiif 
do  not  fetter  tbemselyes  in  this  way,  for  fear,  we  suppose,  that  they  may  bs  is* 
feeted  with  the  liberali«m  of  New  England. 
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gives,  is  "  to  r^ard" — they  were  regarded  as  Binnere  ;  that  is 
independently  of  any  sin  of  their  own,  or  any  participation  in 
Adam's  sin,  or,  in  other  words  ^'  antecedently  to  "  being  sinners, 
they  are  rega/rded  as  such,  because  of  the  sin  of  their  first  an- 
cestor.   They  are  regarded  as  sinners,  then,  without  being  so 
— before  they  are  so— when  they  are  not  so.    Unless  this  be 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  the  whole  Princeton  tlieory  falls  to 
the  ground,  so  far  as  this  verse  is  concerned.    But  where  do 
we  find  any  snch  idea  as  this,  connected  with  this  verb,  in  the 
New  Testament,  or  anywhere  else  ?    Let  us  take  the  examples 
to  which  we  are  referred  in  the  Commentary,  and  which  have 
been  already  quoted  : — '*  Who  constituted  thee  a  ruler  or  a 
judge,"  and  "  Whom  his  lord  made  ruler."    Did  the  man  who 
spoke  to  Moses  simply  mean  to  say,  Who  rega/rded  thee  as  a 
ruler  or  a  judge  over  us?    Or  did  the  lord  of  the  mansion,  of 
whom  Jesus  speaks  as  making  his  faithful  servant  ruler  over 
his  household,  reward  that  servant's  faithfulness  by  merely  re- 
garding him  as  such,  while  he  was  not,  by  any  means,  ruler  at 
all  ?    Or,  to  refer  to  Paul's  own  case,  did  he,  in  saying  to  his 
associate  and  helper,  Titus,  that  he  had  left  him  in  Crete  to 
appoint  elders  in  every  city,  mean  that  be  had  left  him  there 
for  the  purpose  of  rega/rding  certain  persons  as  elders,  inde- 
pendefiUy  of  and  **  antecedently  to  "  their  being  such  ?    The 
American  people,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  a  few  years  ago, 
appointed  Andrew  Johnson  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States ;  by  means  of  which  appointment  he,  after- 
wards, became  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.    Did  they 
simply  conclude  to  regard  him  as  Vice  President,  so  that  some 
other  action  on  their  part  was  necessary  to  make  him  Yice 
President?    No,  they  actually  m,ade  him  to  be  that  which  they 
appointed  him    to  be — would  that  it  had  been  otherwise! 
Ihey  did  not,  indeed,  '^  cause  him  to  be,  in  his  character  or 
nature,  other  than  he  was  before,"  for  no  human  power,  prob- 
ably, could  do  this.    But  they  did,  in  a  very  important  sense, 
— and  every  appointment  does  the  same  thing, — make  him, 
different  from  what  he  had  been ;   that  is,  they  changed  his 
condition  just  so  far  as  the  possibilities  of  the  case  allowed. 
Wherey  however^  ths  circumstances  and  possiiUities  are  not 
Umitedj  as  they  aare  in  this  maUer  of  official  appointments^  i. «., 
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where  character  is  spoJcenqfy  iheideaof  ^^making^^  is  equally 
eoatended  beyond  its  limited  meaaiin^.    A  inan  cannot  be  modi 
or  constituted  a  sinner  without  being  one,  any  more  than  ft 
man  can  be  appointed  Vice  President  without  becoming  Vice 
President; — and  the  verb  MaOiaxfifi^  indicates,  ifi  each  ease, 
all  the  change  that  is  possible.    Dr.  Hodge  introduces  the 
phrase,  ^'  Christ  was  constituted  Son  of  God/'  among  his  ex- 
amples from  the  New  Testament,  to  show  that  this  verb  means 
something  else  than  make.     Why, — ^instead  of   citiug  this 
passage,  where  the  verb  in  question  is  not  to  be  found  at  all,— 
did  he  not  point  ns  to  2  Peter  1.  8,  and  explain  to  us  how  his 
theory  applies  there  ?  That  Apostle  m^iy  possibly  have  intended 
to  say  to  his  brethren,  that  if  the  virtues  of  the  Christian  life 
abounded  in  their  hearts,  they  would  cause  them  to  appear  be- 
fore the  world  as  {^hat  they  actually  tomUd  be)  not  barren  nor 
unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus.    But,  surely, 
there  is  no  disputing  the  fact  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say, 
that  these  virtues  would  cause  them  to  appear  not  barren  nor 
unfruitful,  independently  of  and  ^^antecedently  to^^  their  being 
so — to  appear  not  imfruitjulj  wfien  they  really  were  unfnUt' 
fid.    Nor  did  James  mean  to  tell  his  readers  that  the  man 
who  cultivated  the  friendship  of  the  world,  which  he  had  jnst 
declared  to  be  enmity  with  God,  would  appear  to  be  God^s 
enemy,  or  would  be  regarded  as  God's  enemy,  whUe,  in  reality, 
he  had  not  yet  becoms  so  in  his  own  heart.    The  Christian 
Scriptures  and  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord  do  not  discourse  in 
this  way,  contradicting  their  own  language  and  the  very  truths 
of  the  whole  Divine  teachkig.    If  this  is  what  the  Princeton 
doctrine  depends  on,  it  has  a  sorry  foundation  indeed.    Dr. 
Hodge  must  have  looked  after  '^  the  philological  and  ezegeti- 
cal "  grounds  of  his  interpretation  pretty  sharply,  before  he 
was  able  thus  to  discover  what  was  not  to  be  seen,  and  we  can- 
not account  for  what  he  says,  except  by  supposing  that  he  de- 
ceives himself  by  his  own  language.  ^^KaOiardva^  x$ra  d^^iwWr,'* 
he  says,  ^^  does  not  mean  to  make  one  sinful,  but  to  set  him 
down  as  such,  to  regard  or  appoint  him  to  be  of  that  class.'' 
To  appoint  and  to  regard  are,  certainly,  not  the  same  idea,  as 
we  have  already  seen,  but  the  venerable  Professor  seems,  in 
the  first  place,  to  take  hold  of  the  fact  that  "  to  set  a  man 
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down  "  in  a  position  may,  sometimes,  i^nvej  the  idea  of  ap- 
pointing him  to  it, — and,  in  the  second  place,  of  the  fact  that 
in  onr  English  idiom,  the  phrase  ^^ to  set  a  man  down" 
as  something, — a  thief,  for  example, — may  mean  ^^  to  regard  " 
him  as  snch,  and  that,  too,  even  when  he  is  not  a  thief  at  all, 
but  an  honest  man ; — and  then  (on  the  principle,  we  suppose, 
that  things  which  are  eqnal  to  the  same  thing  are  equal  to  one 
another)  he  suddenly  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  to  appoint 
and  to  regwrd  are  equivalent  words.  We  would,  respectfully, 
call  his  attention  to  the  fact,  however,  that  the  phrase  to  set 
down  has  two  entirely  different  senses  '^  in  the  two  cases ;  and 
we  would,  also,  remind  him  that  it  is  in  the  former  of  these 
senses  that  the  Greeks  so  frequently  used  the  verb  Mdiuuifn^ 
and  not  in  the  latter* 

2f ot  only,  however,  is  the  worthy  Professor  at  variance  with 
all  true  views  in  r^ard  to  this  verb,  ho  is,  also,  at  variance 
with  himself.  In  his  remarks  upon  the  phrase  *^  Sin  entered 
into  the  world,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  verse,  he  says, 
that  it  '^  means  ^  men  became  sinners '  or,  as  the  Apostle  ex- 
presses it  in  the  nineteenth  verse,  '  they  were  constituted  sin- 
ners;*"  and  he  there  explains  sin  as  signifying  '^  actual  sin,  de- 
pravity and  exposure  to  condemnation,"  thus  throwing  his 
peculiar  meaning,  as  we  have  already  seen,  into  this  word  sin. 
The  words  ^'  were  constituted,"  then,  are  simply  equivalent, 
according  to  what  he  says  in  that  place,  to  the  word  ^^  became  " 

*  We  suppose  the  Princeton  writers  sre  easily  led  into  such  ioaecorsdes  in 
the  use  of  words  by  their  habitual  mode  of  speaking  of  those  who  differ  from 
them  in  opinioo.  The  long  continued  aod  often  repeated  remark  of  theirs — 
which  has  been  used  to  frighten  their  followers  away  from  aU  sympathy  with 
more  liberal  theology—"  Dr.  Taylor  and  the  New  Haven  divines  of  his  times  were 
PeUgians,"  means  simply,  They  were  regarded  ue  Pelsgians  by  the  Princeton 
writers  "  independently  of  mmd  antecedently  to**  their  being  so— <i^Mau^A  they  were 
not  90,  And  so — as  they  find  themselves  able  to  use  such  an  ezpreroiun  with 
fueh  a  meamng,  and  to  produce  much  more  impreenon  both  on  their  own  minds 
and  on  those  of  their  pupils  by  ueing  it,  than  they  could  produce,  by  merely 
eayiug,  *'  We  regard  Dr,  Taiyiw  as  having  been  a  Pelagian  though  he  wa$  not  $o,** 
—they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Paul  might  adopt  a  similar  course  in  uttering 
the  great  truths  of  the  Divhie  revelation.  But  Paul  and  his  fellow  Apostles  had 
been  taught  hi  a  different  way,  and  they  knew  that  one  of  the  most  important  of 
all  things  for  them,  as  instructors  of  the  world,  was  to  use  words  in  their  proper 
signification. 
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that  is,  they  are  taken  in  their  trne  senge,  and  not  as  if  tbey 
meant,  eitnply,  ^'  were  regarded."  But  if,  on  one  page  of  his 
Oominentary,  when  discuBsing  the  first  of  the  verBOs  of  this 
celebrated  paesage,  he  quotes  this  phrase  and  pats  his  pecaliar 
idea  into  the  ncun^  leaving  the  verb  in  its  proper  signification, 
— we  may  well  ask,  how  does  he  find  himself  able,  on  another 
page,  when  discussing  this  same  phrase  in  connection  with  the 
last  of  these  verses,  to  leave  the  noun  to  its  regular  meaning 
and  change  the  verb  to  suit  his  singular  theory!  Rules  of  in- 
terpretation cannot,  by  any  means,  be  supposed  to  twiot  them- 
selves into  every  shape,  after  this  fashion,  and,  thus,  become 
adapted  to  the  demands  of  each  new  emergency  in  which 
a  commentator  may  happen  to  find  himself.  If  they  have  anj 
authority  at  all,  they  must  continue  in  force  over  so  brief  a 
space  as  seven  verses  of  the  same  chapter.  We  may,  therefore, 
properly  appeal  for  the  justice  of  our  statements  respecting 
this  verb  nadtaxrun  to  Dr.  Uodge  himself. 

But  alter  this  discoursing  about  the  verb — ^which  is  an  addi- 
tion to  his  earlier  book,  and  seems  to  be  the  fruit  of  his  lin- 
guistic study  during  the  past  thirty  years* — ^he  returns  to 
what  he  had  formerly  said,  and  informs  us  that  this  expression 
^^weremadeHinnere*^  may,in  accordance  with  a  Scriptural  usage, 
be  explained  (not  now,  indeed,  in  a  proper  sense,  but)  in  a 
figurative  way,  as  equivalent  to  were  rega/rded  and  treated  (u 
sififiers.    He  refers  to  2  Cor.  v.  21,  where  Christ  is  said  to  be 

*  We  GMiaot  help  tbinking  that  all  nnprejudieed  readers  ef  the  recent  edttioo 
will  agree  in  the  opinion  that,  ao  £ir  as  the  eueoefle  of  Princeton  theology  is  coo* 
cerned.  Dr.  Hodge  might  better  have  remained  in  hia  old  line.  While  he  made 
no  attempt  in  the  way  of  justifying  his  interpretation,  by  appeals  to  the  nsagci 
of  the  language,  he  was  comparatively  safe,  for  most  of  his  ibUowers  voold 
willingly  receive  his  announcements  of  doctrine,  without  qoeationing  their  ortho- 
dozy  or  their  foundation  in  Scriptural  truth.  But  there  is  always  danger  in  in- 
viting the  r«>ader  or  pupU  to  eater  a  region  where  the  great  law  is  that  eveiy 
man  should  investigate  for  himself-^and  the  region  of  lingnistie^ study  is  emisest* 
ly  of  this  character.  The  old  garment  of  Princeton  dcgmatics  is  almost  worn 
out,  it  is  true,  and  we  do  not  wonder  that  one  who  thinhs  himself  coopeU«d 
still  to  wear  it  should  wish  to  have  it  somewhat  repaired.  The  feeling  i«  wA 
an  unnatural  onei  But  the  new  piece,  which  Dr.  Hodge  trys  to  sew  into  it,  osly 
makes  the  rent  worse  than  before— and  the  only  reasonable,  as  well  as  BibGetl, 
wsy  is  throw  what  cannot  be  mended  whoUy  aside. 
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fMtde  sin,  and  we  are  spoken  of  as  being  made  the  righteous- 
nees  of  God  in  him.    This  particular  verse  may  be  open  to 
considerable  debate  as  to  its  precise  meaning ;  as,  for  example, 
many  have  regarded  sin  as  meaning  an  offering /or  siny  which 
would  remove  it  altogether  from  the  analogies  of  the  present 
case.     But,  allowing  all  that  may  be  claimed  for  it  by  Dr. 
Hodge,  let  us  inquire  hoto  many  such  passages  there  are  in 
the  New  Testament!    As  connected  with  tlie  word  sin  or 
guUt,  there  are  only  two  at  the  utmost — namely,  the  one  just 
referred  to  and  the  one  found  in  Gal.  ii.  13,  where  Christ  is 
said  to  have  become  a  curse  for  us.    If  this  latter  verse  be 
considered  as  expressing  a  similar  idea  to  the  former,  and  both 
be  interpreted  in  the  Princeton  way,  these  two  are  all  he 
has  to  present.    But,  in  the  ^r^  place,  two  such  cases,  among 
all  the  writings  of  all  the  Apostles,  do  not  weigh  very  greatly 
against  the  presumption  which  lies  in  favor  of  a  literal  mean- 
ing; secondly  J  in  neither  of  these  cases  is  the  verb  now  under 
consideration  used ;  and  thirdly^  they  both  have  reference  to 
Christ,  who  consented  to  o£Eer  himself  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins, 
and  not  to  men  in  their  relation  to  Adam.    The  other  pas- 
sages which  have  no  reference  to  sin,  but  which  may  possibly 
be  explained  in  a  similar  figurative  way,  are  only  two  or  three 
in  number,  if,  indeed,  they  are  more  than  a  single  one.     What 
is  the  usage,  then,  of  the  New  Testament  writers  ?    With  re- 
spect to  mankind  and  sin^  it  is  absolutely  universal  against 
Dr.  Hodge  and  his  fellow  theologians.    There  is  no  such  idea 
as  he  professes  to  discover  here  to  be  found  anywhere  from 
Matthew  to  Revelation,  in  connection  with  this  verb  or  any 
other  which  corresponds  to  the  English  word  fnade.     And 
even  if  we  take  into  the  account  the  few  passages  which  refer 
to  Christ,  or  something  else  besides  sin,  they  are  so  insignificant 
in  number  and  so  open  to  discussion,  as  to  have  no  appreciable 
bearing  on  the  question  in  hand.    It  is  little  short  of  absurd, 
then,  to  pretend  that  '^  the  simple  and  natural  meaning  "  of 
the  verb  in  this  19th  verse,  is  that  figurative  one  which  we 
have  to  search  for,  as  with  a  candle,  in   order  to  find  it  any- 
where. 

VOL.  xxvn.  89 
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It  is  said,  however,  that  if  snch  a  nse  is  foand  anywhere 
in  any  single  pasBnge^  in  the  New  Testament,  it  is  demanded 
here  by  the  antithesis  between  the  two  claases  of  the  verse. 
To  be  made  righteous  most  mean  *'  to  be  regarded  and  treated 
as  righteous,"  Dr.  Hodge  asserts,  and  to  be  made  sinners  most, 
likewise,  mean  *'  to  be  regarded  and  treated  an  sinners."  Bat  we 
deny,  that "  to  be  made  righteous  "  strictly  means  **  to  ber^ard- 
ed  and  treated  as  righteous."  The  phrase  here  used  may,  pe^ 
haps,  be  regarded  as  referring  to  a  future  time  when  the  per- 
sons spoken  of  shall  be  made  acttiaUy  righteous  or  hdy^  in 
which  case  the  antithesis  evidently  makes  no  snch  demands  as 
Dr.  Hodge  discovers.  Or,  if  this  be  denied,  it  refers  to  these 
persons  as  being  made  righteous  in  the  peculiar  sense  of  other 
passages  in  PauPs  writings,  that  is,  righteous  hy  faith.  If  now 
it  be  said  that  persons  who  are  righteous  by  faith  are  simply 
regarded  and  treated  as  righteous,  be  it  so ;  but  that  does 
not  establish  the  Princeton  view.  Suppose  we  substitute  for 
the  word  9iutno^  *'  righteous  by  faith,"  the  words  jitstified 
persons.  Then  the  passage  will  read,  As  by  one  man's  disobe- 
dience the  many  were  made  sinners,  so  by  the  obedience  of 
one  shall  the  many  be  made  justified  persons.  Is  not  this  a 
perfectly  legitimate  and  proper  sentence  ?  And  if  the  Apostle 
had  expressed  it  in  this  way,  would  anybody  have  supposed 
either  that  naxefn&BtjKrav^  in  either  part  of  the  sentence,  must 
be  taken  to  mean  were  regarded^  or,  if  that  could  not  be  done, 
that  d^ua^Twlo/  must  have  the  peculiar  signification  of  sinners 
in  a  legal  or  forensic  sense  t  Of  course  not.  But  the  mere 
presence  of  9i»aio$  instead  of  ^' justified  persons  "  introduces  no 
new  and  difficult  element  into  the  verse;  for  every  candid 
scholar  must  see,  at  once,  that  the  Apostle  nses  9Utat^  in 
two  senses^  in  diflferent  places,  but  that  he  never  uses  <W»^ 
in  more  than  one  sense.  It  is  perfectly  reasonable  and  perfect- 
ly simple,  therefore,  if,  in  drawing  out  his  analogy,  he  nses 
ifioQiaAoi  as  he  always  does,  while  he  limits  9inauih  to  one 
of  its  two  meanings.  And  the  way  to  explain  dfta^wlot  is- 
not  by  trying  to  force  into  it  an  impossible  idea  derived  from 
dlnaiok^  but  to  give  it  that  signification  which  was  the  only 
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one  that  Paul  or  the  Greek  writers  ever  knew ;  and  then  in- 
terpret diMcuot  by  the  demands  of  the  context.* 

The  endeavor  of  Dr.  Hodj^e,  then,  to  make  these  words  of 
the  19th  verse,  by  a  fignrative  usage,  convey  the  idea  which 
be  throws  into  them  is  as  vain  as  is  his  attempt  to  sltow  that 
the  verb  nadifniif^  can  be  made  to  have  the  signification 
claimed  for  it.  The  phrase  means  were  rendered  or  made  ein- 
ners^  or  became  ainnere^  and  nothing  elscf  But  if  this  is  its 
meaning,  the  whole  question  in  dispute,  in  regard  to  the  entire 
passage,  is  settled.    Dr.  Hodge  himself  admits  that  this  verse 


*  The  ftDftlogy  between  Adam  aod  Christ  ia  pressed  by  the  Prinoeton  writers 
in  this  TerM,  as  it  is  in  ▼&  16,  to  the  utmost  possible  limit  But,  in  thus  pressing 
it,  they  are  wise  beyond  what  is  written.  It  eannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that 
the  pztent  of  the  analogy  is  to  be  determined  only  by  what  Paul  says»  and  not 
by  what  Dr,  Hodge  and  kis  asnociatM  think  he  ought  to  heme  eaid.  As  has  been 
already  remarked  in  conneetion  with  the  Idth  verpe,  it  is  very  erident  that  the 
Apostle  could  hare  used  the  analogy  with  propriety  as  bearing  on  the  uniyersal 
relation  of  Adam  and  Christ  to  mankind,  without  iu tending  to  carry  it  into  eome 
minute  points  in  which  it  would  not  hold.  If  he  could  not,  what  are  we  to  do  with 
large  numbers  of  the  Parables  of  our  Lord;  and,  indeed,  what  are  we  to  do  with 
analogical  reasoning  in  general,  for  there  are  few  analogies  which  are  perfect  in 
erery  point  Indeed  this  whole  passage,  ts.  12-19,  is  but  an  example  in  con- 
firmation of  what  we  say,  for  the  Apostle  represents  that  Adam  is  a  type  or 
fignre  of  Christ  (T8.14),  but  not  a  perfect  one  (vs.  15).  But  if  he  eould  have  thus 
employed  the  analogy,  we  are  obliged  to  ask  of  Paul  himHlf  whether  he  did 
thns  use  it — and  we  find,  in  this  19th  verse,  that  he  tells  us,  in  the  most  distinct 
manner,  by  the  use  of  this  phrase  Kareirrd&^av  li^tapTfjikol  that  the  analogy  is  not 
eempUU, 

Bat  not  only  may  we  say  this  respecting  the  analogy  which  is  here  used ;  we 
may  add  another  point  which  is  worthy  of  notice.  Paul  does  not  present  us 
here  with  a  mere  eomparuton  between  Adam  and  Chrii«t,  but  also  with  a  eontraet. 
So  far  from  any  necessity,  therefore,  of  making  the  two  cases  precisely  alike  In 
every  parUcular,  ^e  force  of  the  passage  is  greatly  inereoMd  by  the  tery  diffw- 
enee  against  which  Dr.  Hodge  contends.  The  riches  of  the  Divine  goodness  and 
the  glory  of  the  plan  of  redemption  are  made  mofe  eonspieuoue,  if— while  death 
comes  upon  men  as  the  result  of  Adam's  ein,  yet  onli/  wt  they  merit  it  by  reason 
of  their  own  sins,— justification,  on  the  other  hand,  comes  to  them  as  the  result 
of  Christ's  sacrifice,  without  any  msritofit  on  their  part 

f  We  give  the  translation  here  with  the  strict  sense  of  the  aoritt  tense,  beoanse 
Dr.  Hodge  insists  upon  this  sense,  and  because  the  question  immediately  before 
ns  ia  simply  as  to  the  proper  meaning  of  the  verb,  and  not  as  to  the  use  of  the 
tense.  Whether  the  aorist  may  not  here  be  equivalent  to  a  perfect  or  present 
(see  Dr.  Hodge's  explanation  of  Romans  iii.  28,  already  referred  to),  is  a  point 
OD  which  we  offer  no  opinion  in  the  present  discussion. 
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gives  the  reason  for  the  statement  of  the  18th  verse — that  is, 
the  reason  why  condemnation  came  upon  all  men  as  the  resalt 
of  Adam's  sin.  What  is  tliis  reason,  as  we  have  now  deter- 
mined it?  It  is  not  that,  on  account  ^  his  disobedience, 
they  were  regarded  as  sinners,  but  that,  hy  means  of  his 
disobedience,  they  were  actitaUy  made  or  hecatne  sinners. 
This  is  PauCs  own  statement  of  the  case^  and  here  is  his  own 
explanation,  presented  in  the  most  careful  manner,  as  to  what 
his  meaning  was.  Moreover,  Dr.  Hodge  admits  that  this 
phrase  is  equivalent  to  the  words  nAt^ug  ^uaQtoi^  of  the 
twelfth  verse,  and,  thus,  that  those  words  express  the  same 
reason  for  the  great  fact  that  death  passed  upon  all  men  by 
means  of  one  man's  sin.  Whatever  this  phrase,  natetnddjjattv 
dftaqTfuhu  signifies,  therefore,  that  is  the  Pauline  teaching  in 
regard  to  this  whole  subject;  and  if  the  Princeton  notion  is 
not  found  in  tJiese  words — as  we  have  seen  that  it  is  not— t/ 
cannot  he  found  anywhere.  It  would  seem  impossible  after 
the  decision  of  this  point  by  examining  the  universal  usage 
of  the  language,  both  as  to  the  noun  and  the  verb,  for  this 
writer  and  his  associates  to  hold  up  their  explanation  as  the 
only  simple  and  natural  one.  And  yet  we  are  solemnly  in- 
formed that  the  great  thought,  which  they  think  they  have 
discovered  in  the  twelfth  verse,  is  presented  here  ^^  in  such  a 
form  as  seems  to  set  at  defiance  all  efibrts  at  misunderstanding 
or  misinterpretation."  Paul,  certainly,  did  everything  he 
could,  we  may  say  on  the  other  hand,  "  to  set  at  defiance" 
such  theologians  as  these,  by  endeavoring  to  say  just  what  he 
meant  to  say,  but  they  have  proved  altogether  too  much  for 
him,  for,  while  he  can  speak  no  longer  in  defense  of  himself, 
they  can  comment  and  theologize  upon  his  words  beyond  all 
limits. 

It  remains  only  to  add,  in  closing  the  consideration  of  these 
final  verses,  what  we  have  stated  at  every  successive  step— that 
the  commentators  of  the  most  eminent  class  who  are  with  Dr. 
Hodge  altogether  are  scarcely  to  be  found,  and  those  who  are 
with  him  partially  are  few  in  numbers,  compared  with  those 
who  oppose  his  views.  It  is  cle  ir,  therefore,  beyond  all  possi- 
bility of  doubting,  when  the  facts  of  the  case  are  fairly  consid- 
ered, that  his  interpretation  of  the  several  phrases  of  this  pas- 
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sage  is  not  "  admitted  with  scarcely  an  exception  " — whether 
the  exceptions  be  viewed  in  relation  to  the  phrases  themselves, 
or  the  writers  who  have  investigated  their  meaning.  But — 
quite  the  opposite  of  this — it  is  especially  worthy  of  notice  that, 
with  the  rapid  progress  of  Greek  learning  within  tlie  present 
centnry,  the  great  body  of  scholars  have  been  turning  against 
these  views  more  and  more  decidedly  on  ^'exegetical  and 
philological  grounds/'  until  there  is  left  hardly  a  single  person, 
outside  of  a  certain  school  of  theological  opinion,  who  thinks 
of  holding  them.  Nay,  even  Dr.  Hodge  himself  has  not 
escaped  the  universal  influence,  as  we  have  seen,  for  he  now 
feels  himself  called  upon  to  correct  his  old  translations,  at  times, 
or  to  attempt  to  justify  his  former  explanations  by  linguistic 
and  grammatical  arguments.  Unreliable  as  these  arguments 
have  been  shown  to  be,  they  prove,  at  least,  that  he  feela  the 
necessity  which  is  laid  upon  Atm,  and  they  unite  with  what  all 
unbiassed  minds  are  doing  to  give  promise  of  the  future.  The 
signs  of  the  times  are  truly  favorable.  This  old  system  of  in- 
terpreting the  Bible  under  the  influence  of  doctrinal  theories, 
we  may  well  believe,  must  pass  away  everywhere,  at  no  very 
distant  period,  as  the  simple  truth  becomes  more  and  more 
evident  to  mankind  ;  and  though  it  will,  doubtless,  linger  long- 
est just  where  it  has  found  its  abiding-place  until  now,  yet,  at 
last,  the  light  must  penetrate,  it  would  seem,  to  those  who  are 
most  unaccustomed  to  turn  their  eyes  towards  its  brightness. 
And  when  another  generation  has  passed,  we  shall  look,  with 
something  of  confidence,  for  clearer  and  more  reasonable  ex- 
planations of  Paul's  writings  even  from  the  Princeton  School ; 
while  this  venerable  author,  who  still  sees  through  a  glass  so 
very  darkly,  will  then  harmonize  in  all  his  views  with  those 
whom  he  has  so  long  been  opposing,  for  he  will  then  have  seen 
the  great  Apostle  himself. 
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thbolooigal  and  bbugi0u8. 

Langx'b  Commentaey  on  the  New  Testament.  Vol.  VL, 
Epistles  to  the  Corinthl4.n8  ;  and  Vol.  Vlll.,  Epistles  to  thb 
Thbssalonians,  to  Timothy,  Titus,  and  Philemon,  and  to  the 
Hbbbews. — Within  the  last  three  inonths  two  new  volumes  of 
this  large  Oommentar-j  have  been  published ;  one  of  them  con- 
taining the  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians,  translated  by  Dr.  D.  W, 
Poor,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  Dr.  C.  P.  Wing,  of  Carlisle,  Pa. ;  and 
the  other  containing  all  the  Epistles  from  those  to  theTheflsa- 
lonians  to  that  to  the  Hebrews,  translated  by  the  late  Dr.  Lillie, 
Drs.  Washburn  and  Harwood,  Profs.  Day  and  Hackett,  and  Dr. 
Kendrick.  Of  the  Commentary  in  general  we  have  expressed  our 
views  already,  in  connection  with  the  parts  of  it  which  have  been 
previously  issued.  Its  greatest  value  to  the  American  public  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  comparatively  little  has  yet  been  done 
among  us  to  prepare  anything  better.  Indeed,  in  some  portions 
of  the  New  Testament,  this  work  furnishes  almost  the  only  thing 
we  have,  which  will  at  all  meet  the  wants  of  our  ministers  and 
students ;  and  in  respect  to  these  portions,  it  may  be  said  to  be 
almost  essential  at  present,  to  every  one  who  wishes  to  have  his 
library  supplied  with  Commentaries  in  English.  Most  of  oor 
American  clergymen  are  too  limited  in  their  means  to  purchase  so 
large  a  work,  as  the  whole  of  this  of  Lange  will  make,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  they  procure  a  good  selection  of  other  books  in  the 
same  department.  And  it  is,  doubtless,  better  in  books  as  in 
other  matters,  to  make  one^s  investments  in  different  lines,  and 
not  all  in  the  work  of  one  man.  Churches,  however,  which  have 
a  pastor's  library — as  all  churches  ought  to  have — would  benefit 
themselves  as  well  as  show  a  kindness  to  those  who  preach 
to  them,  by  placing  all  these  volumes  on  the  shelves  of  those 
libraries.  In  regard  to  the  volumes  now  befoie  us.  Dr.  Schafli 
who  is  the  leading  manager  of  the  translation,  and  who  sustains 
about  as  much  relation  to  the  English  as  Dr.  Lange  does  to  the 
Oerman  work,  commends  to  the  reader's  notice  the  fact,  that  they 
are  prepared  by  writers  of  seven  different  denominations  uf 
Christians.     We  are  not  sure  that  this  fact  adds  very  much  either 
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to  the  reliableness  of  the  views  presented,  or  the  worth  of  the 
annotations.  Jndging  from  the  atterapu  in  the  way  of  news- 
papers and  other  publications,  or  even  of  institutions,  which  are 
established  on  this  plan  of  being  in  the  highest  degree  evan- 
gelical, by  gathering  in  the  views  of  all  sections— each  respecting 
the  other  too  mnoh  .to  advance  anything  controversial — we  are 
not  much  disposed  to  believe  that  a  very  noble  Christian  develop- 
ment will  be  the  result.  Bat  in  a  Commentary  which  is  mainly 
a  translation,  of  coarse,  the  injury  arising  from  this  source  cannot 
be  as  great  as  in  any  independent  work.  We  do  not  believe 
Lange's  book  is  improved  very  much  by  giving  the  preparation 
and  revision  of  it  to  members  of  a  dozen  different  churches,  or 
that  it  would  be  materially  less  valuable  if  Dr.  Schaff  had  done  it 
all  himself.  As  it  was,  however,  too  gigantic  a  work  for  one  man, 
and  so  the  book  will  doubtless  recommend  itself  to  the  sectarian 
spirit  of  different  denominations,  because  they  are  represented  in 
it,  more  than  it  would  have  done  otherwise,  we  think  the  chief 
translator  has  probably  taken  a  wise  course.  Certainly  it  is  a 
course  which  we  would  not  seriously  condemn, — ^we  only  doubt 
whether  it  is  properly  a  subject  of  special  commendation. 

These  gentlemen,  who  have  had  charge  of  the  translation  of 
these  Epistles,  have  done  their  portion  of  the  work  equally  well 
with  those  who  have  gone  before  them  in  the  earlier  volumes. 
We  are  glad  to  see  among  them  the  names  of  Dr.  Harwood,  who 
takes  so  prominent  a  position  among  the  scholars  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  Prof.  Day,  who  has  long  been  so  well  known  in 
the  department  of  Biblical  learning,  both  of  them  residents  of 
New  Haven.  Their  names  and  those  of  their  associates.  Prof. 
Hackett  and  Dr.  Eendrick,  not  to  speak  of  the  others,  will  be 
enough  to  assure  the  public  that  all  has  been  done,  which  could 
be,  to  reproduce  the  German  work,  and  to  add  to  it  whatever  of 
value  the  necessary  limitations  of  the  plan  would  allow.  As  we 
have  said  in  former  notices  of  the  book,  Lange^s  original  Commen- 
tary is  not,  and  does  not  claim  to  be,  a  work  of  the  highest  order 
of  scholarship,  and  it  can  hardly  be  made  so  by  any  one  who 
merely  calls  himself  a  translator.  But  it  is  adapted  to  meet  the 
wants  of  many  persons — clergymen  and  others.  The  exegetical 
portion  of  it  is  reasonably  good.  The  homiletical  part  may  be  use- 
fal,  if  properly  used.  The  doctrinal  partis  equal  to  the  same  portion 
of  most  other  similar  works,  but,  of  course,  doctrines  can  only  be 
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presented  in  fhll,  and  as  tbey  need  to  be,  in  tborongh  and  ex- 
tended doctrinal  treatises. 

Barnum's  Couprbhbnsivb  DicrnoNABY  of  thb  Biblb.  Pabib 
16,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21. — ^These  parts  of  tbis  work,  received  since 
our  last  number  was  publisbed,  carry  it  as  far.as  tbe  word  Shechem, 
under  tbe  letter  S.  In  commending  the  book  again  to  onr  readerS) 
we  can  only  point  them  to  our  more  extended  notice  of  it  in  our  Jan- 
uary number,  and  say  that  tbe  more  they  examine  Mr.  Baraam^s 
Dictionary,  the  more,  we  are  sure,  they  will  be  convinced  that  it 
is  the  best  of  all  the  abridgments  which  have  been  made  of  Dr. 
Smith's  work. 

Rbpbbsentationb  op  thb  Lifb  of  Jbsus.* — ^This  volume  com- 
prises  four  discourses  by  Dr.  Uhlhorn,  Court  Preacher  at  Hanover, 
on  that  most  momentoas  and  interesting  theme,  the  Life  of  Jesas. 
The  topics  are  the  Life  of  Jesus  by  Renan,  ^*  the  Character  of 
Jesus  Portrayed,"  by  Schenkel ;  "  A  New  Life  of  Jesus,"  by 
Strauss,  the  Gospels  and  the  Miracles.  The  propositions  of  the  skep- 
tical critics  are  analyzed  by  the  author  in  a  fair,  perspicuous  man- 
ner, and  are  met  by  reasoning  which  is  pertinent  and  ooDcIuBive, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  is  level  to  jhe  comprehension  of  the 
generality  of  readers.  We  know  not  where  to  look,  within  the 
same  compass,  for  so  good  a  statement  and  refutation  of  the  formfl 
of  unbelief  which  are  now  in  vogue.  The  book  has  the  great 
merit  of  being  intelligible  and  popular,  without  being  superficial 
The  translator.  Rev.  Charles  £.  Orinnell,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  has 
performed  his  task  with  excellent  skill  and  judgment.  He  has 
rendered  his  author  into  flowing,  readable  English  ;  and  the  ad- 
ditional references  which  he  has  added  to  the  text  enhance  the  use- 
fulness of  the  work  to  American  readers.  Mr.  Grinnell  has  done 
a  valuable  service  to  the  cause  of  Christian  learning  and  Gospel 
truth,  by  making  these  timely  discourses  accessible  to  the  public. 

Discussions  in  TnBOLOOY.f — ^Dr.  Skinner^s  **  Discussions  in 
Theology^'  we  are  glad  to  see  has  reached  a  second  edition.  They 

•  The  Modem  RepretsntcUionM  of  the  Life  of  Jeaue,  Foot  DisoourseA  deliter 
^d  before  the  Eyangelioal  Union  at  Hanover,  Germany,  by  '  Dr.  Gibhaks 
Uhlhork,  First  Preacher  to  the  Court  Translated  from  tbe  third  Geraan  Edi- 
tion.    By  Oharlu  B.  GaiNNSLL.    Bonton  :  Little,  Brown  A  Co.    1S68.    pp.  iM. 

f  Dueuenom  in  Theology.  By  Thomas  H.  SKUfKKE,  Professor  in  the  Uoioo 
Theological  Seminary.    New  York:  Anson  D.  F.  Randolph.   1868. 
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are  all  able  and  the  re-isssne  of  them  at  the  present  moment  is  of 
happy  augury.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  while  the  eminent  and 
venerable  author  is  not  unwilling  to  be  received  back  to  that  re- 
united church  from  which  he  was  so  unreasonably  constrained  to 
withdraw,  he  has  not  abandoned  the  positions  for  which  with  so 
many  saintly  men  he  was  denounced  as  semi-pelagian.  Two  of  the 
Essays,  we  observe  are  on  "the  Nature  of  the  Atonement."  One 
is  entitled  "Impotence  of  Will :  Will-not  a  real  cannot'*  Among 
"  the  Fragments  of  thought  **  there  are  two  suggestive  topics  en- 
titled "  Sin  '*  and  "  the  Reign  of  Sin,"  in  which  there  is  food  for 
rumination  at  Princeton,  as  formerly  there  would  Bjfve  been 
ground  for  denunciation.  The  Articles  on  "  Theory  of  Prepara- 
tion for  preaching"  and  "Delivery  in  Preaching"  are  admirable. 

Pbofessoe  Maitrice^s  TIniversitt  Sermons.* — ^The  Reverend 
now  Professor  F.  D.  Maurice,  never  fails  to  write  with  interest, 
and  in  these  sermons  he  is  in  his  happiest  vein.  Abounding  in 
Christian  feeling  and  in  rich  and  felicitous  illustration,  he  has  done 
ample  justice  to  his  theme,  in  these  four  sermons  on  The  Hope  of 
the  Missionary ;  the  Hope  of  the  Patriot ;  the  Hope  of  the  Church- 
man ;  and  the  Hope  of  the  Man. 

HIBCELLANEOUS. 

Taine's  Italy.— Rome  ant>  Naples-j — Mr.  Durand  has  done 
a  good  service  to  English  readers  by  his  translation  of  the  first 
volume  of  M.  Taine's  "  Voyage  en  Italie,"— "  Rome  and  Naples," 
and  we  congratulate  both  him  and  the  public  that  its  favorable 
reception  has  encouraged  him  to  follow  it  so  rapidly  by  the  con- 
cluding volume — "  Florence  and  Venice,"— and  by  other  works 
of  the  same  author  on  various  subjects  connected  with  Art.  We 
shall  hope,  in  time,  to  welcome,  also,  a  translation  of  the  valua- 
ble History  of  English  Literature,  by  which  M.  Taine  is  already 
well  known  to  many  readers.  In  the  volume  before  us,  the  trans- 
lator has  followed  the  original  very  closely, — so  literally,  indeed, 

•  Hie  Ground  and  object  of  ffopefor  Mankind.  Fonr  lermoDS  preached  before 
the  UniTersity  of  Cambridge  in  November,  1867.  By  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Maukiob, 
M.  A.,  Profesaor  of  Moral  PhUoeophy,  Ac,,  ke,  Boeton :  William  Y.  Spenoer. 
1868. 

f  Italff. — Rome  and  Naples. — From  the  French  of  Henri  Tainb.  By  John 
Ddrahd.    New  York :  Leypoldt  A  Holt.     1868.    8vo.,  pp.  856. 
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as  not  to  be  altogether  free  from  occasional  idiomatic  pecoliari- 
ties.  But  the  style  of  this  author  suffers  less  dimiDution  of 
spirit  and  energy  from  translation  into  English  than  that  of  most 
French  writers.  We  venture  to  say  that  few  more  striking  and 
original  sketches  of  travel  have  been  given  to  the  public  than  this, 
whether  we  consider  the  vividness  and  picturesqneness  of  its 
style,  its  historic  appreciation  of  ancient  art,  or  its  keen  critical 
analysis  of  the  great  Italian  masters  and  their  world-renowned 
works.  It  would  be  strange  if  a  nature  so  intensely  dogmatic 
as  that  of  our  author  did  not  pass  many  criticisms  and  judgmenta 
which  majT  strike  other  minds  as  erroneous  or,  at  least,  doubtful 
This  is  arfnost  inevitable  in  the  region  of  art-criticism,  where  so 
much  depends  upon  the  individuality  of  the  observer,  and  his  range 
both  of  knowledge  and  feeling.  But  we  think  all  art-studentfi 
must  admit  the  general  correctness  of  his  estimate  of  the  meet 
famous  names  in  Italian  art.  The  critical  study  of  pictures  was 
the  main  object  of  M.  Taine's  travels,  as  a  preparation  for  a  pro- 
fessorial chair  in  the  School  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  Paris.  But  in  his 
book  be  treats  us,  by  the  way,  to  much  that  is  striking  and  admi- 
rable in  his  description  of  the  Italian  cities — ^their  palaces  and 
elaborately  ornamented  churches,  and  their  modern  life  in  its 
social  and  political  aspects — while  his  extended  culture  enables 
him  to  call  up,  in  vivid  portraiture,  the  ancient  life  and  spirit  of 
those  historic  places.  In  Naples,  where  he  finds  comparatively 
few  pictures  to  claim  his  attention,  he  dwells  on  the  rare  nataral 
beauty  of  the  city  in  language  so  picturesque  and  so  rich  in  color- 
ing, that  one  recognizes  him,  at  once,  as  an  artist  in  his  own  realm. 
He  portrays,  in  the  most  graphic  manner,  the  magnificence  and 
squalid  misery  which  are  so  strangely  mingled  in  its  streets  and 
buildings ;  he  discerns,  with  clear  eye  and  historic  knowledge,  the 
traces  of  its  ancient  Greek  origin,  and  of  its  subjection  to  Spanish 
rule,  and  gives  us  passing  glimpses  into  its  present  social  state, 
fermenting  with  activity  and  excitement  in  regard  to  politics, 
science,  and  religion.  Everywhere  he  blends  the  rich,  descriptife 
imagery  of  the  observer  and  lover  of  nature  with  the  cultured  ap- 
preciation of  the  historian  and  antiquarian.  The  natural  loveli- 
ness of  Italian  landscapes  recalling  the  descriptions  of  Homer,  he 
diverges  into  an  admirable  chapter  on  "Homeric  Life"  while  his 
visit  to  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii  suggests  another  equally 
striking  disquisition  on  "  The  City  of  Antiquity  and  its  Life." 
We  commend  M.  Taine's   work  to  all  who  love  art  and  enjoj 
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artistic  writing,  both  for  the  things  which  he  describes  and  the 
way  in  which  he  describes  them.  The  reader  of  the  present  vol- 
ume will  need  no  additional  inducement  to  follow  the  author  in 
his  researches  in  Florence  and  Venice,  in  the  forthcoming  transr- 
lation  of  Mr.  Dnrand. 

Eldsb  Jacob  Enapp^s  ArroBioGEAPHY.* — We  have  often 
thought  that  Paul  gave  evidence  of  a  high  development  of  Chris- 
tian character,  when  he  said,  "  Notwithstanding — ^no  matter  how 
it  is  done — every  way  Christ  is  preached  and  I  do  therein  rejoice, 
yea,  and  will  rejoice.'^  There  is  so  much  preaching  of  one  sort 
and  another,  which  not  only  offends  the  taste,  but  seems  on  the  one 
hand  mainly  destitute  of  all  doctrinal  knowledge  of  the  Gospel, 
or  on  the  other  is  attended  by  things  which  appear  opposed  to 
the  solemnity  or  the  calmness  with  which  the  soul  should  ap- 
proach its  religious  life,  that  it  is,  difficult,  at  times,  to  persuade 
one's  self  that  it  is  much  better  than  no  preaching  at  all.  And 
yet,  when  we  find  large  numbers  welcoming  it  and  apparently 
converted  under  it,  the  call  seems  to  come  to  us  to  imitate  the 
Apostle,  if  we  can.  Elder  Jacob  Knapp,  whose  Autobiography 
has  been  recently  published,  is  a  preacher  whose  discourses 
awakened  in  us  a  feeling  of  this  order  long  years  ago,  and  though 
it  may  have  seemed  a  want  of  charity  or  love  of  the  great  cause  to 
doubt  the  wisdom  of  his  measures  for  a  moment,  we  admit  that, 
from  our  first  hearing  him  until  now,  we  have  not  much  believed 
m  his  style  of  preaching  or  Christian  labor.  But,  within  the  few 
months  past,  this  record  of  his  life  appears,  and  informs  us  that  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  persons  trace  their  conversion  to  his 
influence.  And  even  if  we  should  allow  that  fifty  thousand  of 
these  were  mistaken  and  were  not  converted  at  all,  and  that  twenty- 
five  thousand  others  were  converted  over  again  by  some  other 
revival  preacher,  who  followed  Elder  Knapp  a  year  or  two  after- 
ward— ^having  fiiUen  away  in  the  meantime — we  should  still  have 
a  vast  number  who  would  bear  witness  to  his  success.  We 
confess  that  it  makes  one  almost  repent  of  all  one's  old  feelings  to 
think  of  what  he  has  accomplished,  and,  as  we  read  the  brief  nar- 
rative which  he  has  given  to  the  public,  we  can  hardly  help  be- 
lieving that  he  had  a  divine  call  to  a  peculiar  work.    The  age  of 

*  Autobiography  of  Bldtr  Jacob  Knapp.  With  an  Introductory  EsMy.  By 
R.  JsFFSftT.    New  York:  Sheldon  A  Co.     1868.    12mo.,  pp.  841. 
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revival  preachers  is,  perhaps,  coming  round  again,  and  we  begin 
to  see  some  faint  signs  that  those  who  doubt  the  expediency  of 
admitting  them  to  all  our  congregations  may  be  cried  out  upon 
as  severely  as  they  were  thirty  years  ago.  And  the  influence  of 
the  real  good  which  is  recorded  in  such  a  volume  as  this,  as  re- 
sulting from  the  efforts  of  such  a  man,  will,  probably,  tend  to 
produce  this  result.  But  after  all  that  may  be  said,  we  think  it 
will  be  an  unfortunate  day  for  the  churches,  if  it  does  come. 
Elder  Enapp  and  his  associates  may  have  done  much  good,  hot 
we  feel  sure  that  he,  or  at  least  some  of  his  prominent  contempo- 
raries, did  much  harm  also.  We  remember  hearing,  a  few  years 
ago,  one  of  the  most  sober  and  godly  ministers  in  Connecticut 
say,  after  a  pastorate  of  twenty  yeai*s  or  more,  which  be^n 
about  the  time  of  the  labors  of  one  of  that  class  of  men  in  his 
parish,  that  the  great  hindrance  of  his  church,  for  all  those  years, 
had  been  the  members  which  that  revival  preacher  had  been  the 
means  of  introducing  into  it  And  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  his  experience  and  testimony  answer  tothoseof  miany  others. 
In  spite  of  what  Elder  Enapp  maintains  with  so  much  earnestness, 
we  can  hardly  question  the  spurionsness  of  large  numbers  of  his 
supposed  conversions.  But  if  this  be  the  fact,  it  becomes  a  mat- 
ter of  serious  doubt  how  much  real  good  is  accomplished  on  the 
whole.  Or  if  it  be  not  so  in  his  particular  case,  it  certainly  is  a 
dangerous  thing  to  have  a  general  approval  and  adoption  of  his 
method.  The  growth  of  the  Christian  body  ought  to  go  forward 
without  losing  fifty  out  of  every  hundred  converts,  for  the  man 
who  has  abandoned  his  religious  hope,  after  having  once  enter- 
tained it,  is  in  a  worse  position,  oftentimes,  than  if  he  had  never 
been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  his  sins.  Revival  preachers  are  very 
apt  to  make  the  mistake,  that  the  good  work  is  not  going  on  as  it 
ought,  unless  there  is  a  powerful  movement  or  excitemrat.  Bat 
the  longer  we  live  the  more  we  are  convinced  that  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  true  work  of  conversion  as  well  as  of  Christian 
growth,  goes  on  in  the  quietness  and  depth  of  the  soul— where 
men  of  excitement  never  hear  of  it,  and  where  no  human  eye  sees 
it  or  knows  it-*and  that  this  portion  is,  in  general,  by  &r  the 
safest  portion.  But  that  Elder  Enapp  has  been  an  earnest,  devo- 
ted, sincere  minister  of  Christ  one  can  scarcely  doubt,  after  reading 
his  story  of  his  own  career,  and  we  feel  sure  that  eserj  candid 
Christian  who  forms  his  acquaintance  through  this  volume,  vn\i 
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respect  him  for  his  faitbfalness  and  will  believe  that  he  has  in- 
deed preached  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  first  part  of  the  volume  is  made  up  of  accounts  of  his 
labors  in  many  different  places;  and  then  we  have  the  author's 
views  on  various  subjects,  and  several  specimens  of  his  sermons. 
The  sermons  are  quite  peculiar  and  somewhat  **  agricultural "  in 
their  character^  but  they  are  earnest  and  show  a  deep  sense  of  the 
import^jK^e  of  the  truth  that  is  taught.  The  '« views"  are 
thoroughly  out-spoken ;  and  they  manifest,  in  some  places,  a  good 
measure  of  plain  common  sense.  Elder  Knapp  does  not  believe 
in  honorary  titles  for  the  ministry.  He  thinks  they  are  forbidden 
by  the  Scriptures  in  explicit  language ;  that  no  body  of  men  have 
the  «ght  to  confer  them ;  that  the  reception  of  them  is  unworthy  of 
the  dignity  of  the  ministerial  office ;  and  that  the  time  is  to  be  pray- 
ed for,  when  all  Christians  will  be  content  to  stand  on  one  com- 
mon level.  Whether  his  reasoning  from  the  Scriptures  is  good  may 
be  a  subject  of  doubt ;  but  we  have  long  been  of  the  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  better  to  bestow  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  on 
every  minister  who  attains  the  age  of  fifly  years,  or  else  to 
change  the  present  system  so  far  as  to  make  real  merit  the  only 
ground  of  conferring  it,  instead  of  giving  it,  as  political  offices 
are  given^  on  recommendation  or  even  by  bargain.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  ''Anxious  Seats  "  and  "  Speedy  Admissions  to  the  Church,*' 
the  author  takes  very  decided  ground  in  favor  of  both.  He  thinks 
revivals  are  much  aided  in  their  progress  by  the  immediate  re- 
ception of  converts  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church — ^^'  each  new 
admission  adding  new  courage  "  to  those  who  are  already  Chris- 
tians and  *' becoming  an  element  of  conviction  "  to  those  who  are 
not  Elder  Swan,  one  of  Mr.  Knapp's  contemporaries  and  fellow 
workers,  was  accustomed  to  baptize  those  converted  daring  his 
six  o'clock  meeting  at  nine  o'clock,  and  those  converted  during  his 
ten  o'clock  meeting  at  twelve  o'clock,  lest  their  religious  ardor 
might  become  cooled,  if  they  waited  a  day  or  two.  But  the  great 
majority  of  wise  Christians,  we  believe,  hold  the  doctrine  of  perseve- 
rance strongly  enough  to  make  them  doubt  the  genuineness  of  a 
conversion  that  may  fail  in  the  coarse  of  a  night,  and  we  hardly 
think  Elder  Knapp  will  convince  them  that  they  are  mistaken. 
We  have  only  space  enough  to  add  a  single  word  on  one  other  of 
the  Elder's  views.  His  remedy  for  the  schismatic  or  sectarian 
character  of  the  Protestant  Church  is  an  infallible  one— if  the 
sects  can  only  be  persuaded  to  use  it.    MutatU  miUandiSy  we  bo- 
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lieve  all  ooald  be  thos  persuaded— even  those  who  seem  most  ez- 
olasive  and  indisposed  to  harmonize  with  those  ontside  of  their  own 
body ;  as,  for  example,  the  Episcopalians  or  Old  School  Presbyte- 
rians. His  remedy  is  simply  this — that  all  the  Protestants  shoald 
become  close-oommnnion  Baptists.  And  he  puts  the  case  8o 
plainly  and  simply,  that  we  almost  wonder  that  all  oar  churches 
have  not  nnderstood  it  before.  The  Baptists,  he  savs,  wnnoi 
unite  with  or  merge  themselves  in  the  rest  of  the  Ffotestant 
body,  because  they  have  conscientious  scruples  about  ^sprink- 
ling,'^ but  the  other  Protestants  can  join  the  Baptists,  because 
they  have  no  conscientious  scruples  against  ^'immersion."  The  sin 
of  schism  is,  therefore,  clearly  with  the  Pedo-baptists,  and  the 
way  out  of  the  sin  is  to  be  washed  from  it  in  the  Baptist  way. 
As  this  simple  remedy,  however,  may  not  ever  be  universally 
adopted  in  this  world,  we  are  glad  to  find  that  Elder  Knapp  does 
not  think  **  close  communion ''  and  consequent  ezolusiveness  are 
to  continue  in  heaven.  His  reason  for  the  freedom  from  this  diffi- 
culty in  the  upper  world  is  worthy  of  notice.  In  answer  to  the 
question,  *^  How  the  Baptists  can  commune  with  other  Cbristisos 
in  heaven,  if  they  cannot  on  earth,*'  he  says,  "There  will  be  no 
bread  and  wine  administered  in  heaven,"  a  remark  which  reminds 
us  of  one  made  by  a  clerical  gentleman  when  discussing  theuniTe^ 
sal  difficulties  between  ministers  and  choirs.  **  The  reason,"  he  said, 
"  why  there  will  be  no  such  difficulties  in  heaven  is  simply  this— 
all  will  be  in  the  choir  there."  The  two  reasons  are  equally  for- 
cible— and  no  greater  condemnation  of  the  Baptist  olose-comma- 
nionism  can  be  found,  than  that  it  makes  the  bread  and  wine  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  the  means  of  shutting  out  from  its  fellowship  the 
vast  majority  of  Christ's  disciples.  But  with  all  his  earnestness  in 
defense  of  this  peculiar  doctrine,  Elder  Knapp  has  always  been  a 
hearty  co5perator  with  those  who  would  receive  him  fiivorably, 
in  the  great  work  of  revivals  and  of  the  conversion  of  man. 
His  story  is  told  without  any  ostentatious  display  of  himself  or 
his  success,  and  is  certainly  a  very  remarkable  record  of  a 
preacher's  life. 

LooMis's  Mbtboboloqy.* — Prof.  Loomis,  in  this  work,  has  admi- 
rably systematized  the  heterogeneous  materials  which  make  up 

*  A  Treatise  on  Meteorology.  With  a  coUectioQ  of  Meteorological  TtblesL  Bj 
Elias  Looms,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy  in  T«l« 
College,  and  author  of  a  '*  Ooaree  of  Mathematics."  New  York :  Harper  A 
Brothers.     1868.    8to.,  pp.  805. 
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the  Scienoe  of  Meteorology,  and,  with  his  characteristic  cleamefts 
of  Btatement  and  skill  in  condensation,  reduced  them  to  a  form  of 
a  methodical  treatise,  well  adapted  to  be  used  as  a  text  book  in  col- 
leges and  schools  of  science,  and  at  the  same  time  suited  to  the 
wants  of  meteorological  observers,  as  well  as  of  all  persons  de- 
sirous of  studying  the  phases  of  nature,  which  most  frequently 
arrest  our  attention  and  excite  dbcussion. 

In  this  treatise,  the  leading  facts  and  principles  of  meteorology 
are  presented  in  their  freshest  and  most  authentic  form,  by  one 
whose  special  investigations  in  this  department  of  science,  as  well 
as  his  accurate  knowledge  in  all  branches  of  physics,  have  pecu- 
liarly qualified  him  for  the  task.  The  chapter  on  '^  shooting  stars, 
meteors,  aerolites,*^  embodies  the  most  recent  discoveries  and  con- 
closions  respecting  these  bodies,  and  is  one  of  great  interest ;  yet 
we  cannot  help  thinking  that  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  a  more 
frequent  naming  of  authorities  would  have  both  contributed  to 
the  interest  of  the  reader,  and  made  it  easier  for  those  not 
familiar  with  the  subject  to  determine  to  whom  credit  should  be 
given  for  the  views  and  discoveries  presented,  especially  those  of 
more  recent  date. 

The  volume  is  abundantly  illustrated  with  cuts,  and  has  a  col- 
lection of  important  tables,  together  with  a  valuable  list  of  works 
on  meteorology,  and  that  indispensable  accompaniment  of  any 
book  worth  printing — an  index. 

Thb  Myths  of  the  New  W  orld.* — Mr.  Daniel  G.  Brinton*s 
handsome  volume  on  the  myths  of  the  New  World  is  not  the 
first  fulfillment  of  the  promise  of  his  early  scholarship  and  refined 
taste.  May  his  ze^  not  be  too  soon  exhausted.  The  field  which 
he  has  chosen  for  himself  in  this  volume  is  difficult  but  fascinat- 
ing ;  a  field  which  many  seem  to  have  entered  with  high  anticipa- 
tions from  which  they  have  withdrawn  with  little  satisfaction. 

This  volume  promises  well.  The  author  has  read  abundantly 
the  best  and  most  profound  writers  of  both  ancient  and  modern 
schools.  He  has  thought  independently.  His  speculations  tend 
in  a  healthful  direction,  recognizing  as  they  do  the  highest  and 
noblest  in  man^s  aspirations,  and  finding  confirmation  in  all  his 
mythologies  for  faith  in  the  supreme  and  the  eternal  life. 

*  Tke  MytJu  of  tks  Nna  W<rrld,  A  Treatiae  on  the  Symbolism  and  Mythology 
of  the  red  race  of  America.  By  Dabiil  O.  BaiMTov,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  New  York  : 
Leypoldt  dc  Holt.    1868. 
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The  style  is  finished  to  a  carefal  and  even  elegant  elahoration. 
We  do  not  like  to  say  it  is  too  elaborate,  though  we  mast  confess 
its  eloquent  and  well-rounded  periods  do  now  and  then  lead  us  to 
rove  from  the  argument  to  the  sentiment  to  which  the  logic  con- 
ducts. This  fault  is,  however,  very  venial  amid  the  general  excel- 
lence of  the  volume. 

Faraday  as  a  Discovbbeb.* — One  of  the  most  brilliant  of 
modern  scientific  writers,  Professor  Tyndall,  an  associate  and  in- 
timate friend  of  Faraday,  has  given  us,  in  this  modest  volume,  in 
the  form  of  two  discourses  delivered  at  the  Royal  Institution  of 
Great  Britain  in  January  last,  soon  after  the  death  of  the  great 
Philosopher,  an  exceedingly  interesting  sketch  of  his  long  and 
illustrious  career  as  a  man  of  science,  and  particularly  as  a  Dis- 
coverer in  the  fields  of  Electricity  and  Magnetism,  to  which  be 
chiefly  devoted  his  extraordinary  powers  of  observation  and  e> 
perimental  analysis.  Not  only  students  of  Physical  Science,  bat 
all  to  whom  the  name  of  Faraday  has  become  familiar,  will  here 
trace,  with  deep  interest,  the  steps  by  which  an  obscure  book- 
binder's apprentice  rose,  by  the  sheer  force  of  native  genius,  to 
the  highest  rank  as  a  philosopher,  and  to  a  world-wide  fame. 

The  volume  contains  two  portraits  of  Faraday,  the  one  from 
a  daguerreotype  taken  at  the  age  of  fifty,  the  other  more  recent, 
from  a  photograph. 

Thb  Philosophy  of  MAXHEMATics.t— Dr.  Bledsoe's  *'  Philoso- 
phy of  Mathematics  "  scarcely  makes  good  the  promise  of  its  title. 
We  had  hoped  to  find  in  it  a  thorough  analysis  and  discussion  of 
the  fundamental  conceptions  and  methods  that  are  essential  to  the 
several  branches  of  mathematical  science.  We  find  to  our  dis- 
appointment a  special  discussion  of  the  infinitesimal  method  and 
of  analytical  geometry.  These  discussions  are  too  technical  for 
the  general  reader,  but  they  are  in  acuteness  worthy  of  the  reputa- 
tion of  their  distinguished  author,  and  abound  in  interesting 
notices  of  the  progress  and  history  of  these  branches  of  mathe- 
matical science. 

•  Farada}!  iu  a  DUcoverer,  By  Jomr  Tthdall.  New  York :  D.  Appieton 
A  Company.     1868.     12ino.,  pp.  171. 

f  The  Philosophy  of  Maihemaiics,  with  special  referenee  to  the  Elements  of 
Geometry  and  Ihe  Iafinit«Bimal  Method.  By  Albebt  Tatuie  BLtDSoi,  A.  M. 
LL.  B.,  late  Profeeaor  of  Mathematics  in  the  Uniyenity  of  Yii^g^nia.  PhiUdelpbU: 
J.  B.  LippiDCott  A  Co.    1868. 
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Poems  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Love  * — ^Phcebe  Gary's  Poems  of 
Faitb,  Hope,  and  Love,  are  indeed  what  the  title  annoances.  Thej 
are  Poems  indeed ;  simple,  unpretending,  and  natural,  but  instinct 
with  true  poetic  feeling,  and  smoothly  gliding  in  rythmic  verse. 
There  is  little  learned  allusion,  there  is  no  strained  sentiment,  and 
DO  profound  philosophy,  but  there  are  in  every  line  the  thoughts 
that  interest  all  men,  and  the  feelings  which  all  experience, — or 
at  least  all  who  are  sympathizing  and  good.  The  verse  is  not  elabo- 
rate, but  it  is  not  homely.  It  is  not  intensely  brilliant,  but  it  is 
never  dull.  The  easy  movement  of  its  sweetly  flowing  lines  is 
always  graceful,  and  often  deserves  much  higher  praise. 

Not  only  are  they  truly  poems,  but  they  are  also  Poems  of 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Love ;  uttering  from  the  heart  the  thoughts  which 
are  appropriate  to  these  ennobling  sentiments  of  the  head  and 
supporters  of  the  life. 

New  Poems  by  Owen  Meredith.! — The  New  Poems  by  Owen 
Meredith  belong  to  that  school  of  poetry  which  is  decidedly 
new.  Unlike  the  poems  of  Phcebe  Gary,  which  belong  to  all  times 
and  are  suitable  to  any  phase  of  society  and  life,  these  are  the  pro- 
duct of  the  thought,  the  speculation,  the  society,  the  science, 
the  literature,  the  fasliion,  the  culture  of  modern  life  as  it  is  in 
England  in  1860-1870.  Every  page  reflects,  in  some  way  or  other, 
the  current  life  and  high  culture  of  the  thoughtful  men  and  women 
of  the  present  decade.  But  there  is  also  genius  and  poetic  power 
on  every  page. 

The  Mastery  Series.| — ^The  title  of  these  little  volumes  has 
at  first  an  unpleasant  sound.  It  reminds  us  of  a  famous  ointment 
called  the  master  ointment^  the  ingredients  of  which  were  kept  a 
profound  secret  by  the  village  horse  doctor  whom  we  knew  in 
childhood,  but  which  he  claimed  had  sovereign  efficacy  for  every 
outward  and  inward  bruise.  As  we  learn  however  the  special 
reason   for  appropriating  the  term  in  this  case,  our  prejudices 

*  PotiM  of  Faithf  Hop€t  and  Low,  By  Phosbb  Cart.  New  York:  Hard  <fe 
Hough  too.     186S. 

f  New  PoeniM.  By  Owsk  Meredith.  In  two  volames.  Ohmnicles  and  Charao- 
tere.    Oryal  and  other  Poems.     Boston:  Ticknor  and  Fields.     1868. 

t  Tkt  Mattery  Sariee.     French,  pp.  116. 

t  77u  Mantertf  Series,     Oerman,  pp  98. 

X  Hand-bood  to  the  Mastery  Series,  pp.  92.  By  Thomas  Preitdebgast.  New 
York:  D.  Appleton  St  Co.    1868. 
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against  it  give  way.  The  word  mastery,  in  the  nse  of  Mr.  Prcnder- 
gast,  is  not  intended  to  set  forth  the  superiority  of  his  method, 
hut  to  describe  its  pecaliarity  of  giving  to  the  pupil  the  complete 
mastery  of  the  language  which  he  is  learning,  as  far  as  he  ad- 
vances. 

Mr.  Prendergast's  system  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  pre- 
tended rapid  methods  which  are  entitled  <^  French  without  a 
Master " — '*  French  in  twelve  Lessons.*'  It  aims  to  conduct  the 
adult  to  a  knowledge  of  an  unknown  language  by  methods  and 
through  advances  similar  to  those  by  which  the  child  learns  its 
mother  tongue.  His  cardinal  principle  is  to  make  the  forms  and 
principal  sounds  of  the  language  by  the  use  of  a  very  few  sen- 
tences and  a  limited  number  of  words.  Only  fifteen  sentences 
are  used  in  the  French  manual  before  us.  The  sentences  are  some- 
what long,  so  as  to  exemplify  a  large  variety  of  constituent 
phrases  and  dependent  clauses,  and  to  necessitate  the  employment 
of  idiomatic  peculiarities  in  the  construction  and  arrangement  of 
words.  Upon  each  of  these  sentences,  a  considerable  number  of 
lessons  are  grounded,  the  object  of  which  is  to  make  each  sen- 
tence and  each  part  of  a  sentence  perfectly  familiar  to  the  learner* 
So  familiar  that  he  knows  them  as  well  as  he  knows  similar  parts 
and  wholes  of  his  mother  tongue.  It  is  an  essential  feature  of  this 
system  that  each  sentence  in  all  its  possible  applications  and  com- 
binations shall  be  perfectly  maatered  before  the  pupil  proceeds  to 
the  one  that  follows.  If  this  is  done  the  author  holds  that  the 
pupil  will  possess  a  fixed  and  ready  frame-work  ever  at  hand,  with 
a  sufficiently  ample  stock  of  works  to  give  interest  to  the  application 
and  use  of  the  skeleton.  After  this,  subsequent  progress  will 
be  easy  and  sure,  for  it  will  consist  chiefly  in  learning  new  words, 
the  combination  and  application  of  which  in  their  places  and  uses 
will  be  easily  accomplished. 

The  discussion  of  the  subject  in  the  hand  book  is  interesting, 
and  the  reader  can  scarcely  doubt  that  if  the  system  is  pursued 
with  strict  fidelity  and  vigor,  something  at  least  of  the  pro- 
mised advantages  will  be  realized.  Mr.  Prendergast  points  out, 
with  great  clearness  and  truth,  the  principal  embarrassments  which 
students  experience  in  learning  new,  especially  living  languages, 
whether  they  study  them  in  or  away  from  the  countries  in  which 
they  are  spoken. 
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A  faithful  trial  of  tbis  method  can  only  vindicate  the  sufficiency 
of  these  hand-books  to  accomplish  all  that  is  promised*  We  can- 
not doubt  that  the  method  promises  some  important  advantages 
above  those  which  are  ordinarily  pursued. 
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Emily  Bowles.  New  York  Catholic  Publication  Society.  1868.  8vo.  pp. 
689. 

Almost  a  Nun.  By  Mrs.  Julia  McNair  Wright.  Philadelphia :  Presbyterian 
Publication  Committee.    1868.     18mo.  pp.  898. 

The  Poetry  of  the  Arabs  of  Spain.  A  Lecture.  By  G.  J.  Adler.  New  York : 
Wynkoop  k  Hallenbeck.     8vo.  pp.  47. 

The  Spirit  of  Seventy- Six;  or.  The  Coming  Woman.  A  Prophetic  Dream. 
Followed  by  a  Change  of  Base,  and  Dr.  Mondschein.  Boston :  Little,  Brown 
k  Co.     16mo.  pp.  141. 

A  Sister's  Bye-Hours.  By  Jean  Ingelow.  Boston:  Roberts  Bros.  16mo. 
pp.  400.  ' 

Faje  Mar,  of  Storm-Cliff.  By  Sarah  J.  Pritchard.  New  York :  Wynkoop 
k  Sherwood.     1868.     12mo.  pp.  851. 

Lilliput  Levee.  Poems  of  Childhood,  Child-Fancy,  and  Child-llike  Moods. 
New  York:  Wynkoop  A  Sherwood.     1868.    16mo.  pp.  209. 

MISOELLANEOUB. 

Familiar  Quotations.  Being  an  attempt  to  trace  to  their  source'Passages  and 
Phrases  in  common  use.  By  John  Bartlett.  Fifth  Edition.  Boston:  Little, 
Brown  &  Co.    1868.  pp.  778. 

Manual  of  the  Jarves  Collection  of  Early  Italian  Pictures,  deposited  in  the 
galleries  of  the  Yale  School  of  Fine  Arts.     1868.    16mo.  pp.  116. 

A  System  of  Mineralogy ;  Descriptive  Mineralogy,  comprising  the  roost  recent 
discoveries.  By  J.  D.  Dana,  aided  by  G.  J.  Brush.  Fifth  Edition,  re-written  and 
edarged.    Now  York :  J.  Wiley  <k  Son.    8vo.  pp.  zlviii.  827. 
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Ancient  Oities  and  Empiree;  Their  Prophetic  Doom  read  in  the  Hf^ht  of  Hit- 
lory  and  Modem  Beeearch.  By  £.  U.  Gillett  Phikdelphia :  Presbyteriftn 
Pablication  Committee.     1868.    12mo.  pp.  802. 

Ten  Years  on  the  Euphrates;  or,  PrimitiYe  Miasiooary  Policy  Illnstrated. 
By  Bev.  C.  H.  Wheeler,  Missionary  in  Eastern.  Turkey.  With  an  introductioD 
by  Bey.  N.  G.  Clark,  D.  D.  American  Tract  Society*  S8  Corahill,  Boston. 
1868.     18mo.  pp.  880. 

Oar  Form  of  Ooyernment,  and  The  Problem  of  the  Future.  By  A  E.  Eroe- 
ger.    St.  Louis:  8yo.  pp.  80. 

Democracy  in  the  United  States;  What  it  has  done,  what  it  is  doing,  snd 
what  it  will  do.  By  B.  H.  Gillet  New  York:  D.  Appleton  <k  Co.  12mo. 
pp.  xiv,  414. 

The  Variation  of  Plants  and  Animals  under  Domestication.  By  0.  Darwin. 
With  Preface  by  Prof.  A.  Gray.  New  York :  0.  J.  Judd  A  Co.  2  Tola.  l2mo. 
pp.  494,  568. 

The  Law  of  Human  Increase;  or  Population  based  on  Physiology  and  Psychoi- 
ogy.  By  N.  Allen,  M.  D.  New  York:  Moorhead,  Simpson,  A  Bond.  8to. 
pp.  68. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Influence  upon  Health  of  Anthracite  Coal,  when  used  it 
fuel  for  warming  dwelling  houses.  By  Geo.  Derby,  M.  D.  Boston :  A  Wil- 
liams <fe  Co.     1868.     16mo  pp.  46.   . 

A  Manual  of  Rites  and  Ritual.  By  Rev.  J.  J.  ElmendorC  New  York :  ISmo. 
pp.  220. 

Judgment  of  the  Court  in  relation  to  ^e  Rev.  S.  H.  Tyng,  Jr. ;  together  with 
the  Admonition  of  Rt.  Rev.  H.  Potter,  D.  D.,  Bishop,  Ac  New  York :  Pott 
A  Amery.    6va  pp.  2S. 

YulgarismB  and  other  Errors  of  Speech  ;  including  a  Chapter  on  Taste,  and 
Examples  of  Bad  Taste.  Philadelphia :  Clazton,  Remsen  A  Haffelfinger.  16mo. 
pp.  194 

Man's  Origin  and  Destiny,  sketched  from  the  Platform  of  the  Sciences.  A 
Course  of  Leotures  at  the  Lowell  Institute.  By  J.  P.  Lesley.  Philadelphia:  J. 
B.  Lippincott  A  Co.    12mo.  pp.  881. 

In  the  School -Room;  Chapters  in  the  Philosophy  of  Education.  By  J.  S. 
Hart,  LL.  D.    Philadelphia:  Eldridge  A  Bro.     12mo.      pp.  276. 

Odontalgia,  commonly  called  Toothache ;  its  Causes,  PreTention,  and  Cora 
By  8.  P.  Shaw.     Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  k  Co.     16mo.  pp.  ri.,  258 

Grand-Papa's  Arithmetic.  A  Story  of  Two  little  Apple  Merchants.  By  Jean 
Mao6.    New  York :  P.  S.  Wy okoop  d^  Son.     1868.     16mo.  pp.  142. 

The  Book  of  Praise;  or,  Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Public  and  Social  Worsbip. 
Prepared  under  the  sanction  and  authority,  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Associ- 
ation of  Connecticut     Hartford :  Hammersley  d;  Co.    8vo,  pp.  404. 

How  Shall  we  Paint  our  Houses t  A  popular  treasise  on  the  art  of  Hoose- 
Painting,  plain  and  decorative.  Showing  the  nature,  oompoaition,  and  mode  of 
production  of  punts  and  painters'  colors,  and  their  proper  and  harmonious  ooo- 
bination  and  arrangement  By  John  W.  Masury.  New  York:  D.  Appletoa 
d^  Co.    1828.    12mo.  pp.  216. 
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The  Rbpriiits  of  Britibh  Pkuodioals  by  the  Lbona&d  Soott  Publisbimo  Gom- 
PAHT,  140  Fulton  Street,  Tfew  York. 

Tk«  JBdifUntrgh  Iteviw,  April,  1868.— The  Positive  Philosophy  of  M.  Augoste 
Comte. — Western  China. — ^The  Monks  of  the  West.— Technical  and  Scientific 
£daeation.^Bun8en's  Memoirs. — ^The  Irish  Abroad. — ^Malleson's  French  in  India. 
—The  Disraeli  Ministry. 

WestmintUr  Ewew,  April,  1868.— Don  Quixote.— The  Pilgrim  and  the 
Shrine.— Modem  Notions  of  Government:  The  Irish  Question.- Hindu  Epic 
Poetry :  The  MahAbh&rata.— Popular  Education.- The  Church  System  of  Ireland 
and  Canada. — Spiritual  Wives. — ^Democratic  Government  in  Tlctoria. — Contem- 
porary Literature. 

North-BriiMh  Review,  Jufte,  1868. — ^A  Liberal  Education. — Schools  and  Uni- 
venitiea — ^Mistral^s  MirMo. — Saint  Louis. — Creeds  and  Churches. — Memoirs  of 
Baron  Bunsen.— The  Greek  Idyllic  Poets.— On  Sleep.— The  History  of  Writing. 

BlaekmooctB  Sdinhwgh  Review,  April,  1868. — Horace:  The  Causes  of  his  pop- 
ularity.—Linda  Tressel,  Part  YII. — Historical  Sketches  of  the  Reign  of  George 
IL,  No.  II. — The  Minister. — William  Edmondstoune  Aytoun. — Cornelius 
O'Dowd's  Contributions. — Charles  Eean  and  the  Modern  Stage. — ^The  New  Nos- 
tnmi  for  Ireland :  A  Song.— The  Battle  for  Place. 

May,  1868.— Historical  Sketches  of  the  Reign  of  George  IL,  No.  IIL  The 
Man  of  the  World. — Linda  Tressel,  Conclusion. — Horse-Flesh.— Unlucky  Tim 
Griffin;  His  Love  and  His  Luck,  Part  I. — ^The  Odes  of  Horace,  Continued.— 
Country  Grammar  Schools. — Cornelius  O'Dowd's  Contributions. — Mr.  Gladstone 
and  the  State  in  its  Relation  with  the  Church.- A  Mistake  of  Mr.  Gladstone's. 

June,  1868.— Grace  Owen's  Engagement,  Part  I. — The  Law-Giver. — Unlucky 
Tim  Griffin;  His  Love  and  His  Luck,  Conclusion.— The  American  Constitution 
and  the  Impeachment  of  the  President.— -Letters  from  a  Staff  Officer  with  the 
Abyssinian  Expedition,  Part  IL — Oornelins  O'Dowd's  Contributions.  Dieams  in 
the  Invalides. — George  Eliot*s  Spanish  Gypsy. 

'^LUtelTB  Living  ^^0.— The  novels,  Linda  Tressel,  All  for  Greed,  and  The 
BrownlowB,  which  have  been  published  in  LUieWe  Living  Age,  have  been  re- 
published from  the  office  of  that  Magazine  in  book  foruL 

Rebellum  Record. — ^The  seventy-third  number  has  just  been  published.  This 
Dnniber  completes  the  eleventh  volume  of  this  very  valuable  documentary 
history,  which  should  have  a  place  iu  every  public  and  district  library  through- 
out the  country. 

Publieatiana  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  160  Naeaau  Street,  iT.  K  OUy^ 
BUaRoss,  the  Widow's  Daughter :  or,  a  Story  of  an  Earnest  Life.  16ma  pp.  198. 
—Purpose.  A  Story  based  on  Facts.  By  the  author  of  The  Climbers  and 
Paul  Yenner.  16mo.  pp.  495.— The  Saviour^s  Bible;  A  Plea  for  the  Old  Testa- 
ment  By  Newman  Hall,  LL.  B.  24mo.  pp.  69.— The  Stolen  Child;  or. 
Twelve  Years  with  the  Gypsies.  24mo.  pp.  180. — Scenes  in  Switzerland.  ^24mo. 
pp*  68. — Jessica's  First  Prayer.    Small  quarto,  pp.  88, 
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New  Englander  Advertiser. 


GOULD  &  LINCOLN- 

Publishers  and  Booksellers, 

99  W^ASHINGTOIV  ST.,  BOSTON, 

Would  invite  »pecial  attpntion  to  their  eztenBiTe  list  of  Pablications  ^m- 
bracing;  valaable  works  in  TTuology,  Science,  Liferaiure,  and  Art ;  Text  Booh 
for  Sehoolt,  Colleger,  and  Theological  Imttitutiona  ;  AfiKcellaneous  and  Jhvenilt  , 
Works,  itc,  in  large  varicttj ;  the  production  of  many  of  the  ablest  writ^^ra,  I 
and  the  most  Bcientific  men  of  the  age,  among  which  will  be  found.  Sir  William  I 
HamiUon,  George  Rawlinaon,  Hugh  Miller,  Samuel  Hopkins,  Prof.  Masson,  ' 
Prof.  Mansel,  Ellicott,  Wescott,  Bernard,  Bayne,  Chambers.  6o8S%   6ea  P. 
Marsh,  Agassis,  Gould,  Guyot,  Marcou,  Dr.  Wayland,  Dr.  Williams,  Dr.  Ide, 
Dr.  Peabody,  Dr.  Haven,  Dr.  Harris,  Dr.  Turnbull,  Dr    Ripley,  Dr.  Kitto,  Dr. 
Hackett,  Dr.  Stow,  Dr.  Adams,  Dr.  Sprague,  Dr.  Pattison,  Dr.  Thonipson.  Dr. 
Hague,  Dr.  Phelp*.  Dr.  Anderson,  Dr.  Eaciie,  Dr.  Buchannao,  Dr.  Hovey,  Dr. 
Tvieedie,  Dr.  Chaplin,  Dr.  Hopkins,  Newcomb,  Banvard, Bungener,  Miall,  Arch- 
deacon Hare,  John  Foster,  Erunmiacher,  and  others  of  like  standing  and  popu- 
larity. 

THEY  ALSO 

keep  in  addition  to  works  published  by  themselves,  an  eztenHve  aenoriment  of 
works  in  all  departments  of  l\ade,  which  they  supply  at  Publishers*  prices. 


Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  selection  and  furnishing  Minietert' 

Librariet,  Public  Libraries^  family  Libraries,  and 

SABBATH  SCHOOL  nBRAMES. 


BIBLES, 

English  and  American,  in  variety,  at  low  prices. 

^^T  Any  work,  on  their  list,  forwarded  per  mail  (post-paid),  on  reception  of 
the  price.j|p 

All  Orders  promptly  attended  to. 


NEW    WOBES. 

THEOLOGICAL  INDEX;  or,  Rbfebkncb  to  the  Principal  Works im  au 
Dkpabticbnts  in  Rkuoious  Litbraturb.    Alphabetically  arranged  under  two  t 
thousand  heads,  and  embracing  nearly  seventy  thousand  citations.   By  Howard   . 
Malcolm.  D.  D.      One  volume.  Royal  Octavo.     $4.00.  {j 

RIPLET8  T^OTES  ON  PAUL'8  EPISTLE  TO  THE  HEBREWS.  Dewpi-  - 
ed  for  teachers  in  Sabbath  Schools  and  Bible  Classes,  and  as  an  aid  to  Family  , 
Instruction.    12mo.,  cloth,  embossed,  |1  2A  :, 

THE  PROGRESS  OF  DOCTRINE  IN  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT.  Lecture   ' 
delivered  before  thi*  University  of  Oxford,  on  the  '*  Bampton  Fonndatioo."  by 
Thomas  Dkhanet  Bbbnabd,  of  Exeter  noll<^,  and  Rector  of  Walcot.    Seeamd 
edition  just  issued     l2mo.,  cloth.     $1.50. 

C^*  A  work  of  extraordinary  ability  and  interest,  which  is  deservedly  com- 
manding  a  large  sale. 
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Article  L— PAMPRESBYTERIANISM.* 

Presbyterian  Jffatianal  Union  Convention^  held  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia^  November  6th,  1867.  (Minutes  and  Pho- 
nographic report.)    Philadelphia:  1868.     8vo.,  pp.160. 

To  persons  of  only  ordinary  information  in  such  matters,  the 
number  of  Presbyterian  sects  in  the  United  States  is  hardly 
less  mysterious  than  "  the  number  of  the  beast "  in  the  Apoc- 
alypse. We  do  not  mean  that  the  number  is  precisely  *'  six 
hundred  three  score  and  six  ;"  but  only  that  the  question  how 
many  is  always  difficult  to  be  answered  at  any  given  time,  and 
that  the  answer  which  was  reasonably  exact  a  little  while  ago 

*  The  word  Pan-Preshyttrian — fonned  in  imitation  of  Pan-Slavic  and  Pan- 
Anglican,  and  in  ignorance  or  forgetfalness  of  the  law  by  which,  in  the  com- 
pounding  of  Greek  words,  n  before  a  labial  becomes  m  (e.  g.  PamphyHft— not 
PanphyUa — ^has  found  some  carrenoy.  But,  inasmuch  as  usage  has  not  yet  es- 
tablished the  exception,  we  follow  the  grammatical  rule,  and  write  Pa/mprethy 
terian. 
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may  be  quite  inaccurate  to*day.  If  any  man  desires  to  know 
how  60  many  sects,  so  nearly  related  to  each  other,  came  into 
being,  and  what  it  is  that  keeps  them  apart,  he  has  before  him 
one  of  the  most  complicated  themes  in  the  whole  range  of  the- 
ological and  ecclesiastical  inquiry.  We  do  not  propose  to 
solve  the  numerical  mystery — still  less  to  discuss  the  many 
questions,  historical  and  dogmatical,  which  enter  into  any  ex- 
cuse for  the  origin  and  continued  existence  of  those  multiplied 
organizations.  Yet,  something  must  be  attempted,  in  order 
that  the  remarkable  pamphlet  on  our  table,  and  the  remark- 
able meeting  of  which  it  is  the  record,  may  be  intelligible  to 
our  readers. 

No  ecclesiastical  system  in  the  United  States  is  more 
often  mentioned,  or  more  widely  known,  than  that  which 
is  denominated  "  the  Presbyterian  Church."  In  the  Middle 
and  Western  States  (not  to  speak  of  the  Southern),  that  de- 
nomination is  almost  ubiquitous;  and,  till  a  comparatively 
recent  period,  it  was  quite  generally  identified,  in  the  popular 
thought,  with  the  religious  system  prevalent  in  New  England. 
Members  of  our  Congregational  Churches,  migrating  to  other  re- 
gions, and  rarely  trained  to  appreciate  the  differences  between 
one  system  of  church  government  and  another,  found  little  diffi- 
culty in  connecting  themselves  with  congregations  where  the 
forms  of  worship  hardly  differed  from  those  with  which  they 
were  familiar,  where  the  Westminster  catechism  was  the  man- 
ual of  religious  lessons  for  the  children,  and  where  they 
heard  from  the  pulpit  the  same  doctrinal  phrases  (thongh 
sometimes  with  a  strong  Scotch  or  Scotch-Irish  accent)  which 
they  had  always  heard  in  New  England  meeting-honsee. 
The  missionary  efforts  with  which  the  New  England 
churches,  soon  after  the  revolutionary  war,  began  to  follow 
their  children  westward,  were  undertaken,  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  Congregational  polity,  but  only  in  the  interest  of  evan- 
gelical religion  ;  and  the  very  natural  result  was  that  by  those 
missions,  and  by  the  whole  current  of  emigration  from  the 
Eastern  States,  PresbyterianiBm,  somewhat  modified  in  its 
spirit  and  administration,  was  made  to  flourish.  Many  a 
church  in  Western  New  York  and  Northern  Ohio,  made  np  of 
Congregationalists  from  New  England,  and  managing  its  in- 
ternal affairs  in  its  own  way  by  the  votes  of  the  brotherhood, 
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became  gradually,  under  the  guidance  of  its  ministry,  and 
perhaps  without  knowing  when  or  how,  a  constituent  portion 
of  the  presbytery  in  which  its  minister  was  one  of  the  rulers 
over  many  churches.  But,  all  the  while,  the  growth  of  that 
spreading  organization  was  the  growth  of  two  distinct  ele- 
ments, originally  discordant,  and  not  yet  completely  blended. 
The  same  antipathies,  partly  of  ecclesiastical  tradition,  and 
partly  of  theological  explanation,  which,  in  the  early  days  of 
American  Presbyterianiera,  produced  the  schism  of  1741,  and 
were  compromised,  rather  than  extinguished,  by  the  recon- 
struction in  1758,  continued  to  operate.  In  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  Presbyterian  tradition  was  of  Scottish  origin, 
there  was  a  jealousy  of  New  England  influence  as  tending  to 
ecclesiastical  disorder — a  jealousy  aggravated  by  chronic  hor- 
ror of  the  doctrinal  innovations  imputed  to  Bellamy,  Hopkins, 
the  younger  Edwards,  Emmons,  and  others  like  them.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  regions  westward  from  the  head 
waters  of  the  Mohawk,  throngh  western  New  York  and 
northern  Ohio,  and  on  toward  the  Mississippi  between  the  same 
parallels  of  latitude — where  the  emigration  from  New  England 
gave  character  to  society — there  was  something  like  a  respon- 
sive prejudice  against  Scotch  veneration  for  Presbyterian 
forms,  and  against  the  narrowness  of  the  Scotch  theology, 
shut  np  within  the  lines  and  corners  of  what  was  called  the 
triangle.  The  conflict  of  antagonistic  ideas  became  more  vio- 
lent after  the  year  1822,  when  the  Scottish  and  Scotch-Irish 
element  was  reinforced  by  a  considerable  accession  from  the 
Associate  Eeformed  Church.  Yet,  it  was  evident  that  the  ad- 
vantages thus  gained  by  one  party  over  the  other  could  not  be 
lasting ;  for,  by  the  constant  stream  of  emigration  from  the 
Eastern  States,  and  by  the  liberalizing  effect  of  intercoiirse 
and  of  cooperation  for  the  advancement  of  religion,  the  great 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  was  manifestly 
growing  more  and  more  unlike  tho  Presbyterianism  of  the 
Eiirk  and  schisms  of  Scotland.  The  formation  of  the  Ameri- 
can Home  Missionary  Society,  in  1825,  seemed  significant  of 
the  progress  of  new  ideas,  and  gave  beginning  to  a  controversy 
between  the  principle  of  voluntary  cooperation  among  evan- 
gelical believers  for  the  propagation  of  Christian  institutions 
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and  the  principle  of  sectarian  propagandism  under  ecclesiasti- 
cal superintendence  and  control.     Four  years  later,  when  the 
mother  church  in  Philadelphia  chose  for  its  pastor  a  young 
man  (Albert  Barnes)  who,  though  trained  in  the  Princeton 
Seminary,  was  born  of  New  England  blood  and  held  the  New 
England  theology,  the  crisis  began  to  be  developed.    While 
the  alleged  heresies  of  Mr.  Barnes  were  still  a  subject  of  liti- 
gation  in   the  judicatories — carried    up  from  presbytery  to 
synod  and  from  synod  to  assembly,  and  then  going  down  to 
begin  again — a  new  fire  was  kindled  by  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Lyman   Beecher    from  the    pastorate    of   a  Congregational 
church  in  Boston  to  a  Presbyterian  professorship  in  a  tfieologi- 
cal  seminary  at  Cincinnati.    Among  the  men  now  living,  there 
are  not  many  who  remember  the  fury  of  that  "  seven  yeare 
war"  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  from  1830  to  1837.    He 
majority  in  the  General  Assembly  of  1887,  fearing  that  their 
party  might  never  be  a  majority  again,  and  convinced  that  to 
forego  their  advantage  out  of  deference  to  ordinary  considera- 
tions of  honor  or  justice  would  be  a  mere  tempting  of  Provi- 
dence, resorted  to  a  measure  more  like  a  eotip  (fetcU  than  like 
any  respectable  (xytip  (Tefflise,    First,  the  Synod  of  the  Western 
Reserve  in  Ohio,  and  then  three  great  synods  in  central  and 
western  New  York,  because  of    alleged  irregularity  in  the 
original  constitution  of  their  semi-Congregational  churches 
were  exscinded — without  trial  or  citation,  by  a  declaration  in 
defiance  of  historic  truth,  of  good  faith,  and  of  constitutional 
order,  as  well  as  of  Christian  charity — that  they  were  no  part 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Such  was  the  schism  which  caused  the  existence  of  two  dis- 
tinct organizations,  each  calling  itself  ^'the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America."  The  quarrel  which 
made  two  synods  out  of  one,  in  1741,  was  repeated  more 
shamefully,  as  well  as  on  a  grander  scale,  in  1837,  and  made 
two  general  assemblies.  Of  course,  some  time  elapsed  be- 
fore the  line  of  separation  between  the  sundered  parts  was 
completed.  Neither  of  the  two  bodies  could  negotiate  with 
the  other ;  for  each  claimed  as  its  own  the  very  name  appro- 
priated by  the  other.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  inconvenience  of 
two  "denominations  "  with  a  common  denominator  was  not  to 
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be  endured,  the  party  names,  "New  School "  and  "Old  School," 
by  which  the  factions  had  been  distinguished  before  their  sep- 
aration, were  naturally  applied  to  distinguish  "  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  O.  S.,"  from  the  "  Presbyterian  Church,  N.  S."  The 
name  "New  School"  has  become  the  recognized  historic 
name  of  the  body  which  was  constituted  by  protesting  against 
the  excision  and  adhering  to  the  exscinded  synods  as  legiti- 
mately part  and  parcel  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ;  while  the 
exscinding  party,  having  succeeded  in  retaining  the  records 
and  the  endowments  of  the  original  body  as  incorporated  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  are  everywhere  known  as  "  Old 
School  Presbyterians."  It  often  happens  that  names,  originally 
opprobrious  in  one  degree  or  another,  lose,  in  the  lapse  of  time, 
their  reproachful  meaning,  and  become  mere  names. 

At  first  there  were  New  School  Presbyterians  in  the  south- 
ern States,  as  well  as  in  the  North  and  West ;  for  the  division 
between  the  two  organizations  was  not  marked  by  any  geo- 
graphical line.  But,  in  those  days  there  was  no  toleration, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  slaveholding  State,  for  any  chnrch 
or  any  religion  which  did  not  uphold  negro  slavery  as  a  divine 
institution.  In  the  progress,  therefore,  of  the  conflict  with 
that  great  anti-Christ,  the  institution  of  slavery,  while  the  op- 
pressive power  grew  more  relentless  in  its  exactions,  and  while 
the  moral  and  religious  feelings  of  Christian  men  in  the  free 
States  were  nttered  with  increasing  distinctness,  the  position 
of  the  ]!^ew  School  General  Assembly  became  at  last  so  une- 
quivocal that  the  southern  presbyteries  represented  in  it  were 
bronght  to  the  necessity  of  m^ing  another  division  unless 
they  were  willing  to  be  martyrs  for  liberty.  Their  schism 
was  made  in  1857,  and  "  the  United  Synod  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  "  was  instituted. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  late  rebellion,  the  Old  School  Pres- 
byterian bodies  in  the  sonthern  region,  for  whose  sake  their 
northern  brethren  had  been  painfully  reserved  in  testifying 
against  slavery,  made  haste  to  acknowledge  the  dissolution  of 
the  union  and  the  consequent  independence  of  the  revolted 
States  as  an  accomplished  and  legitimate  fact.  Denouncing 
the  General  Assembly  for  not  taking  their  view  of  a  question 
which  the  providence  of  God  had  not  yet  decided,  and  for  in- 
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sisting  on  the  daty  of  allegiance  to  the  constitnted  government 
of  the  United  States  and  of  loyal  obedience  to  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  they  aaeamed  their  own  independence  as  a 
national  church,  and  proceeded  to  institnte  ^^the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Confeder<Ue  States 
of  America,"  incorporating  not  only  into  its  acts,  but  eren 
into  its  title,  the  political  dogma  of  secession.  So  there  was 
another  schism  of  the  original  American  Presbyterianism. 
The  South,  like  the  North,  had  a  Presbyterian  Church  (0.  S.) 
and  a  Presbyterian  Church  (N.  S.),  But,  in  the  progress  of 
events,  the  exigencies  of  a  common  cause  and  the  attraction  of 
political  sympathy  overcame  the  repellence  of  theological  an- 
tipathies, and  ^'  the  United  Synod  "  of  the  Confederate  States 
was  merged  in  ''  the  General  Assembly."  At  the  end  of  the 
war,  the  four  schisms  had  been  reduced  to  three.  **  The  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  (late)  Con- 
federate States  "  assumed  the  style  and  title  already  borne  by 
two  other  organizations,  and  became  ^^  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  "  (No.  III.). 

Another  and  earlier  separation  from  the  original  Presbyte- 
rian body  consents  to  bear  upon  its  own  records  a  distinctive 
name.  In  the  earliest  years  of  the  present  century,  Ken- 
tucky, then  a  new  State,  inhabited  by  a  rude  pioneer  popula- 
tion, was  made  famous  by  a  great  religious  awakening  re- 
sembling in  many  respects  that  which  took  place  a  few  years 
ago  in  Ireland^  The  extravagances  of  speech  and  action,  the 
enthusiasms  and  the  bodily  manifestations  (fallings,  jerkings, 
convulsions,  and  other  forms  of  epidemic  catalepsy)  which  are 
always  incidental  to  such  a  movement  among  an  untaught 
and  excitable  people,  were  inspiring  to  men  whose  zeal  outran 
their  judgment,  and  alarming  to  sedate  and  thoughtful  ob- 
servers. In  these  circumstances,  the  need  of  more  preacherB 
among  a  people  so  willing  to  hear  was  painfully  felt.  Some- 
thing must  be  done  to  supply  that  want.  Why  wait  till  men 
who  were  divinely  called  to  preach  could  be  regularly  edu- 
cated ?  By  the  zeal  of  the  self-styled  "  Revival  men  "  in  the 
Transylvania  Presbytery,  the  strict  rules  in  the  "Fonn  of  Gov- 
ernment "  were  transgressed,  notwithstanding  the  opposition 
of  those  who  were  stigmatized  as  the  "  Anti -Revival  men." 
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Certain  forward  laymen  were  commissioned  to  labor  as 
catechistB  and  exhorters  in  vacant  congregations ;  and  soon 
afterwards  some  of  them  were  formally  licensed  to  preach, 
notwithstanding  their  lack  of  acqnaintance  with  the  learned 
tongues,  and  their  inability  to  receive  the  Ck>nfession  of  Faith 
without  qualification  because  of  the  "  fatality  "  which  their 
ignorance  found  in  it  and  which  their  consciousness  and  com- 
mon sense  rejected.  The  strength  of  Presbyterianism  in  Ken- 
tucky had  been  so  increased  by  the  "  revival "  that  the  Cum- 
berland Presbytery  was  constituted  in  addition  to  the  thi^ 
presbyteries  already  existing  there.  This  new  presbytery 
soon  distingaished  itself  by  multiplying  the  number  of  cate- 
chists  and  exhorters,  by  ordaining  one  of  the  irregular  licen- 
tiates above-mentioned,  and  by  proceeding  to  license  more  oi 
the  same  sort.  Such  irregularities  could  not  escape  the  notice 
of  superior  judicatures.  After  some  years  of  contention  and 
negotiation  the  Cumberland  Presbytery  asserted  its  indepen- 
dence, and  became  the  nucleas  of  a  new  ^'  denomination," 
well  known  in  the  western  and  southern  States,  ^'  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  " — ^not  the  least  among  the  tribes 
of  the  Presbyterian  Israel.  It  accepts  a  revised  and  modified 
edition  of  ^*  the  Westminster  Confession." 

Not  only  was  the  original  and  undivided  Presbyterian  or- 
ganization within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States  a  copy 
from  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  governed  by  similar  judicato- 
ries— parochial,  classical,  provincial,  and  national — and  accept- 
ing the  same  doctrinal  standards ;  but  several  of  the  schisms 
which  have  originated  in  the  peculiar  history  of  Scotland,  and 
the  anomalous  relations  between  the  Kirk  and  the  civil  gov- 
ernment of  that  land,  have  been  transplanted  to  flourish  in 
American  soil.  The  earliest  of  those  schisms — that  of  the 
Cameronians  or  Covenanters — began  in  the  persecutions  which 
followed  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  and  by  which  the  at- 
tempt to  establish  an  Episcopal  government  in  the  Kirk  was 
carried  on.  When  Presbyterianism  was  reestablished  after 
the  revolution  of  1688,  there  were  some  who  conscientiously 
condemned  the  new  arrangement  as  falling  short  of  what  the 
nation  had  sworn  to  in  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  of 
1643,  and  who  abhorred  the  Erastianism  (a  dreadful  word  in 
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Scotland)  of  any  interference  by  civil  government — ^and  espe- 
cially by  the  government  of  a  king  who  had  not  taken  the 
Covenant — in  the  aflFairB  of  the  Eangdom  of  Christ  These 
were  the  Covenanters,  or  "  Reformed  Preebyteriane'* — the  sole 
representatives,  as  they  think,  of  the  great  Reformation  in 
their  country  under  Knox  and  the  heroes  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  deserves  to  be  honored  for  its  consistent  and  unflinching 
testimony  against  the  institution  of  slavery.  Always  less 
zealous  to  extend  itself  than  to  maintain  its  own  distinctive 
principles,  pure  and  undefiled,  within  its  own  enclosure,  it  has 
had  among  its  ministers  here,  as  well  as  in  its  mother  country, 
some  truly  eminent  men.  We  find,  however,  that  somehow 
there  are,  in  the  United  States,  two  organizations,  each  re- 
joicing to  call  itself  ^'  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church." 
How  there  came  to  be 'two,  and  what  peculiar  principle  or  testi- 
mony either  of  them  holds  in  distinction  from  tlie  other,  we 
do  not  know.  We  observe  that  the  supreme  judicatory  of  one 
is  ''  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,"  while 
that  of  the  other  is  "  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church;"  but  the  Presbyterian  Almanac  for 
1862  shows  that  in  1861  the  thirty-eighth  session  of  the  '<  Gtn- 
eral  Synod  "  consisted  of  only  thirty- four  ministers  and  elders, 
while  that  which  calls  itself  "  Synod  "  without  calling  itself 
*^  General,"  included  eighty  ministers  and  elders. 

In  1732,  there  arose  in  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  a  sharp  conflict 
on  some  obscure  questions,  hardly  intelligible  to  an  American 
mind,  about  the  rights  of  patrons.  The  controversy  went  on 
with  characteristic  vehemence  and  pertinacity,  till  several  of 
the  most  earnest  preachers  and  most  successful  pastors  in  the 
establishment  found  themselves  condemned  for  we  know  not 
what,  and  separated  from  their  parishes  and  from  the  national 
church.  Protesting  against  the  sentence  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  insisting  on  the  unimpaired  validity  of  their  rela- 
tion to  the  people  over  whom  they  had  been  placed  in  the 
Lord,  they  seceded  with  their  followers  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  church-courts,  and,  as  free  ministers  of  Christ,  they 
associated  in  a  voluntary  presbytery  outside  of  the  establish- 
ment.   The  *'  Associate  Presbytery  "  grew  into  a  synod.    Then 
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the  sjDod  was  rent  in  twain  by  a  difference  of  judgment  on  a 
transoendental  question  of  ethics  involved  in  Scottish  law; 
and  instead  of  one  Associate  Synod  there  were  two^  the  Bur- 
ghers and  the  Anti-Burghers.  Less  than  fifty  years  ago,  these 
two,  and  perhaps  some  smaller  sects,  were  merged  in  what  is 
now  so  widely  and  so  honorably  known  as  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Scotland.  The  familiar  name  ^'  Seceders  " 
generally  designates  (if  we  do  not  misunderstand  the  nomen- 
clature) this  large  and  prosperous  secession  from  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland — the  largest  and  most  prosperous  till  the  ''  exodus  " 
of  the  Free  Church  in  1842.  In  its  own  country  it  is  distin- 
guished by  its  assertion  of  what  our  British  friends  call  volun- 
taryism, by  the  comparative  breadth  of  its  orthodoxy,  and  by 
its  religious  activity  especially  in  foreign  missions. 

Enterprising  and  aggressive  from  the  first,  the  Associate 
Presbyterians  early  began  to  extend  their  ministry  into  the  north 
of  Ireland ;  and  thence  as  well  'as  from  North  Britain,  members 
of  their  congregations  migrated  to  this  country.  About  the 
year  1754,  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  persons  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, two  ministers  were  sent  over  from  the  Associate  Synod 
(Anti-Burgher)  with  a  commission  to  organize  congregations, 
to  ordain  ministers,  and  to  constitute  a  presbytery  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  congregations  and  the  ministers.  From  this 
beginning  arose,  by  slow  degrees,  the  Associate  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  Uni:ed  States.  But  in  1782,  an  attempt  to 
unite  that  body  with  the  Eeformed  Presbyterian  Church  was 
Bo  far  successful  that  another  schism  was  organized.  The  '^As- 
sociate Eeformed  Presbyterian  Church  "  came  into  being  with 
a  residuary  Associate  Presbyterian  Church  on  one  side,  and 
a  residuary  Eeformed  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  other  side. 
Ten  years  ago  a  more  successful  attempt  was  made  to  bring  the 
Associate  and  the  Associate  Eeformed  into  one  body :  yet  a  por- 
tion of  the  Associate  Church  retained  for  a  while  its  name  and 
its  isolated  unity.  Fragments,  also,  of  the  Associate  Eeformed 
organization  maintained  for  a  while  their  old  name  as  well  as 
their  separate  existence.  Whether  those  fragmentary  bodies 
have  continued  to  this  day  is  a  question  which  our  present  im- 
formation  does  not  enable  us  to  answer.  "  The  United  Presby- 
terian Church  in  North  America  "  has  now  its  tteneral  Assem- 
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blj,  and  in  the  number  of  its  congregations  and  ministers  it  is 
the  fifth  of  those  Presbyterian  bodies  in  the  United  States 
which  claim  that  name  for  their  highest  jadicatory. 

We  have  warned  oar  readers  not  to  expect  of  os  a  complete 
catalogue  of  the  Presbyterian  sects  now  existing  in  our  coantry. 
A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  "  Free  Presbyterian  Church,"  which 
had  been  formed  because  the  New  School  Assembly  was  thought 
to  be  not  quite  intense  enough  in  opposition  to  slayery.  Per- 
haps that  schism  in  behalf  of  freedom  has  been  brought  to  an 
end  by  the  removal  of  slavery.  Perhaps,  too,  the  "  Indepen- 
dent Presbyterian  Church"  that  began  almost  sixty  years  ago, 
and  which  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  still  existed  in  the  Oarcdi- 
nas,  has  been  swept  away  by  the  war.  These  minor  sects  are 
worth  remembering,  only  because  they  are  instances  to  show 
how  far  the  divisibility  of  Presbyterianism  may  be  carried. 
But  there  are  better  reasons  for  mentioning  how  organizations 
which,  though  they  do  not  affect  the  name  ^*  Presbyterian," 
are  generally  reckoned  among  the  branches  of  "  the  great  Pres- 
byterian family." 

Presbyterianism  in  Scotland,  as  established  by  Knox  and  his 
successors,  is  distinguishable  in  some  respects  from  the  ecclesi- 
astical order  in  the  Beformed  or  Calvinistic  churches  of  the 
European  continent.  The  "  consistory,"  which  was  the  best 
thing  that  Calvin  could  introduce  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  found  himself  at  Geneva,  became  the  model  after 
wl\ich  the  government  of  the  Calvinistic  or  Non-Lutheran 
churches  generally  was  formed  with  more  or  less  of  variation. 
At  that  time  the  now  familiar  distinction  between  the  chnrch 
and  the  state  did  not  really  exist  in  Geneva — the  only  distinc- 
tion being  between  the  clergy  and  the  people.  Calvin's  sa- 
gacity could  see  that  the  exclusion  of  profane  and  profligate 
persons  from  communion  at  the  Lord's  table  was  indispen- 
sable to  the  success  of  the  reformation ;  but  the  majority  of 
his  colleagues  in  the  ministry,  being  themselves  not  thoroughly 
reformed,  could  not  be  trusted.  He,  therefore,  by  his  influence 
with  the  senate,  established  an  arrangement  by  which  he 
might  enforce  his  moderately  rigorous  discipline,  notwith- 
standing their  reluctance  or  secret  opposition.  The  discipline 
of  the  church,  instead  of  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  col- 
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lege  of  presbyters  or  ministers,  was  committed  to  a  body  in 
which  the  six  ministers  were  associated  with  twice  as  many 
laymen,  who  were  to  be  appointed  annually  by  the  double 
senate  of  the  little  republic.  Calvin  did  not  regard  the  lay 
members  of  his  "consistory"  as  "  elders"  in  any  New  Testa- 
ment sense  of  the  word,  but  only  as  representatives  of  the 
Genevese  people,  who,  being  a  Christian  state,  were  the 
Church  of  Geneva.  He  did  not  at  first  call  them  ruling  elders, 
but  only  inspectors.  In  other  countries  where  the  Eeformed 
discipline  was  established,  the  lay  consessors  were  called  elders 
or  ruling  elders,  and  in  Scotland  their  office,  instead  of  being 
renewed  (as  at  Geneva  and  elsewhere)  by  annual  appoint- 
ments,  was  held  for  life. 

When  the  Dutch,  in  1624  (after  maintaining  a  fort  and 
trading  station  for  a  few  years  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson), 
began  the  colonization  of  what  is  now  New  Yorl^,  they 
brought  with  them  the  religious  ideas  and  the  ecclesiastical 
system  of  the  United  Netherlands.  Ministers  were  sent  from 
the  mother  country ;  and  the  congregations  gathered  by  them 
were  governed  by  consistories,  in  which  representatives  of  the 
laity,  annually  elected,  were  consessors  with  the  ministers. 
The  ecclesiastical  government  of  all  the  Dutch  colonies  was 
assumed  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  classis  of  Amster- 
dam ;  as  the  Bishop  of  London,  till  a  recent  date,  was  supposed 
to  be  the  diocesan  of  all  Englishmen  in  the  colonies  and  in 
foreign  lands.  Nor  did  the  dependence  of  the  Dutch  churches 
in  America  on  the  mother  church  cease  when  the  New 
Netherlands,  by  English  conquest,  became  New  York.  Retain- 
ing their  own  language  and  traditions  under  English  laws  and 
in  the  midst  of  an  increasing  English  population,  those 
churches  were  governed  by  the  classis  of  Amsterdam  for  a 
fall  century  after  the  conquest.  At  last,  in  1772,  they  became 
ecclesiastically  independent  of  the  old  country,  and  the 
"  Protestant  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America  "  was 
instituted,  with  its  classes  and  its  synod,  after  the  model  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  Holland.  Since  that  time  the  growth  of 
the  organization,  though  never  rapid,  has  been  sufficient  to  re- 
quire the  institution  of"  particular  synods"  between  the  classes 
and  the  General  Synod.     Within  the  last  few  months,  after  no 
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little  agitation,  the  historic  name,  Datch,  which  was  so  redo- 
lent of  heroic  memories  revived  by  our  historian  Motley, 
and  which  was  the  best  apology  for  the  existence  of  the  organ- 
ization, has  been  renounced  j  and  now  instead  of  the  ^^Protes- 
tant Eeformed  Dutch  Church,"  we  have  simply  a  sect  which 
proclaims  itself  "  the  Reformed  Church  in  North  America." 

Kindred  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  is  the  ^'  German 
Reformed."  Early  in  the  last  century  emigrants  from  Germany 
into  the  Anglo-American  colonies,  and  especially  into  Penn- 
sylvania, began  to  be  gathered  into  congregations  under  the 
Calvinistic  form  of  government.  It  happened,  quite  naturally, 
that  they  became  dependent  on  the  same  ecclesiastical  author- 
ity with  the  Dutch  congregations,  namely,  the  dassis  of  Am- 
sterdam in  Holland,  and  they  continued  in  that  relation  lon^ 
after  the  Dutch  churches  in  this  country  had  gained  their 
independence  of  European  control.  At  last,  in  1792,  when 
the  French  revolution  in  its  fury  had  conquered  Holland,  the 
German  Reformed  congregations  in  the  United  States  found 
their  communications  with  the  governing  classis  so  inter- 
rupted that  a  new  arrangement  seemed  necessary.  For  some 
reason  they  formed  an  ecclesiastical  organization  of  their 
own,  instead  of  connecting  themselves  with  the  classes  and 
Synod  of  the  Dutch  Church  from  which  they  were  separated 
by  a  difference  of  language.  The  renewed  and  increasing 
emigration  from  Germany  into  the  United  States  has  given  to 
this  German  Reformed  Church,  within  the  last  fifty  years,  a 
rapid  growth.  While  the  churches  which  originated  in  the 
Dutch  colonization  have  become  increasingly  American,  and 
seem  now  almost  disposed  to  forget  their  ancestry,  the  kindred 
organization,  receiving  a  continual  supply  of  the  Teutonic  ele- 
ment, still  makes  large  use  of  the  German  language,  and  keeps 
up  German  modes  of  thought  in  its  theology. 

Such  is  what  our  brethren  sometimes  call,  not  ''  the  Presby- 
terian Church  "  (which  title  is  one  of  the  apples  of  discord), 
but  "  the  Presbyterian  Family."  The  various  branches  of  the 
family  are  so  numerous,  that  the  philosophic  mind  naturally 
looks  for  some  method  in  which  they  may  be  conveniently 
classified.  They  all  hold  the  Reformed  or  Calvinistic  theology, 
variously  modified,  and  subject  their  congregations  to  the 
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synodical  system  of  government.  We  might  distribute  them 
by  distingaishing,^*^,  those  who  agree  with  the  Episcopa- 
lians in  recognizing  three  orders  of  church  officers, — bishops 
or  preachers  (every  ordained  preacher  being  a  bishop), 
elders,  and  deacons ;  and  secondly^  those  who  have  properly 
only  the  two  orders,  bishops  and  deacons,  and  whose  system 
permits  the  people  to  participate,  by  their  frequently  elected 
and  responsible  representatives,  in  all  the  government  of  the 
parochial  chnrch  and  of  the  churches  in  thfeir  confederation. 
Such  a  classification  would  put  into  one  class  those  sects  whose 
idea  or  model  is  derived  from  Scotland,  and  into  another  class 
those  whose  system  of  government  imitates  directly  the  Re- 
formed Churches  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  With  the  first, 
the  parochial  government  is  by  a  "  session  f  and  the  next  su- 
perior judicatory,  intermediate  between  the  session  and  the 
synod,  is  called  a  "  presbytery."  With  the  second,  the  parish 
or  congregation  is  governed  by  a  "  consistory ;"  and  between 
that  body  and  the  synod  stands  the  "classis."  Another 
classification  may  be  made  by  distinguishing  the  American  or 
indigenous  sects  of  Presbyterians  from  those  of  foreign  original. 
That  which  from  the  date  of  American  independence  styled 
itself  "  The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,"  was 
not  an  organization  imported  from  abroad.  Its  earliest  pres- 
bytery came  into  being  by  the  voluntary  agreement  and  fusion 
of  New  England  Congregationalists  and  English  Dissenters 
with  religious  emigrants  from  Scotland  and  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. The  Westminster  standards  were  not  *^ adopted"  till 
more  than  twenty  years  afterwards,  when  the  presbyter}'  had 
grown  into  a  synod.  On  the  other  hand,  the  "  Associate  Pres- 
byterian Chnrch  "  and  the  "  Eeformed  Presbyterian  Church  " 
were  at  first  mere  offshoots  and  dependencies  of  certain  organ- 
ized separations  from  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  have  always 
been  recognized,  in  common  parlance,  as  Scotch  Presbyterians. 
We  may  therefore  put  all  the  sects  which  have  originated  with- 
in and  from  the  original  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  - 
States,  into  the  indigenous  class,  including  Old  School,  New 
School,  Cumberland,  Free  or  Anti-Slavery,  and  Southern  • 
while  the  Scotch  Seceder  Churches  of  all  sorts,  the  Dutch 
Reformed,  and  the  German  Reformed,  fall  into  the  other  class. 
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A  third  classification  may  be  made  by  distinguishing  those 
who  hold  the  Westminster  standards  with  various  degrees  of 
stringency  and  various  methods  of  explanation,  and  thoee 
whose  doctrinal  symbol  is  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  Still 
another  classification,  and  perhaps  tlie  most  important  of  all, 
is  that  which  pats  the  multiplied  schisms  of  ^^  Fsalm-singiog 
Presbyterians  ''  into  one  class,  and  the  Hymn-singers  into 
another.  The  Scotch- American  churches  (including  that  very 
considerable  body  "  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  ")  are  of 
one  class,  all  insisting  that  only  the  Bible  Psalms,  or  at  the 
most  the  Psalms  with  some  other  portions  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, literally  rendered  and  barbarously  broken  into  metre, 
may  be  lawfully  sung  in  Christian  worship.  All  the  rest  are 
in  the  other  class,  believing  that  it  is  the  privilege  of  Christ- 
ians to  praise  God  not  in  psalms  only  but  '^  in  psalms,  and 
hymns,  and  spiritual  songs.^' 

Such  then  is  the  diversity  and  such  the  unity  of  American 
Pampresbyterianism — if  we  may  use  the  term,  respectfully, 
as  a  convenient  synonym  for  that  descriptive  and  somewhat 
figurative  phrase,  "  the  great  Presbyterian  family."  For  the 
last  ten  years  or  more,  there  has  been,  on  both  sides  of  the  fis- 
sure caused  by  the  exscinding  acts  of  1837,  an  increasing  de- 
sire for  a  complete  reunion  of  the  two  great  fragments. 
Indeed,  for  a  much  longer  time,  the  mutual  antipathy  between 
Old  School  and  New  School  has  been  gradually  becoming  less 
acrimonious.  Ministers  and  elders,  as  well  as  simple  laymen, 
found  no  difficulty  in  passing  from  one  connection  to  the  other, 
at  their  own  convenience,  without  professing  any  change  of 
opinion  or  of  practice.  Courtesies  were  exchanged,  and  in 
process  of  time  an  amicable  correspondence  and  interchange 
of  delegates  was  settled  between  the  two  General  Assemblies, 
without  either  acknowledging  itself  to  be  less  "  Gteoeral "  or 
less  ^'  Presbyterian  "  than  the  other.  Meanwhile  important 
changes  had  taken  place  on  both  sides.  The  New  School  body 
as  represented  by  its  leading  men  and  in  its  higher  jadica- 
tones,  had  almost,  if  not  entirely,  outlived  its  affinities  with 
Congregationalism.  In  the  Old  School  body  there  was  no 
longer  any  fear  of  losing  its  southern  presbyteries,  for  secession 
and  rebellion  had  swept  them  away.    The  great  fire  of  patriot- 
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ism,  kindled  by  the  exigency  of  the  nation,  had  melted  many 
prejudices  and  wakened  new  feelings  of  fraternity.  At  last, 
in  the  year  1866,  it  came  to  pass  that  the  two  ^'  General  As- 
semblies of  tlie  Presbyterian  Ohnrch  in  the  United  States  of 
America"  held  their  separate  sessions — always  simultaneous — 
in  one  city,  St.  Louis.  The  members,  sharing  alike  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  good  people  there,  were  brought  into  friendly 
interconrse  with  each  other.  Not  only  did  they  meet  in  the 
same  social  circles  and  the  same  prayer  meetings  and  public 
worship,  but  they  had  a  more  formal  communion  in  the  cele- 
bration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Aft^  so  long  and  so  gradual  a 
preparation,  the  time  for  an  organic  union  seemed  to  have 
come,  and  a  committee  of  each  Assembly  was  appointed  to 
confer  with  an  equal  committee  of  the  other,  and  by  their 
joint  wisdom  to  devise  a  method  in  which  the  two  organiza- 
tions might  be  one  again. 

The  first  report  of  that  joint  committee  was  presented  to 
each  of  the  two  Assemblies  in  1867.  It  proposed  a  certain 
platform  or  plan  of  reunion  which  was  to  be  published,  by 
anthority  of  the  Assemblies,  for  deliberate  examination  by  the 
churches,  and  the  committee  was  to  be  continued  that  it  might 
report,  in  1868,  any  modification  of  the  platform  which  might 
seem  desirable  after  the  expected  examination  and  discussion 
of  the  whole  subject  by  the  churches  on  both  sides. 

Of  the  eleven  carefully  guarded  articles  proposed  by  the 
joint  committee  as  ^^  terms  of  reunion,"  the  first  is  the  most 
important. 

*'  The  remiion  shall  be  eflTeetdd  on  the  doctrinal  and  eocleeiaBtical  baais  of  our 
common  standards;  the  Ck>nfe88ion  of  Faith  shall  eontinue  to  be  sincerely  reoeiyed 
and  adopted  '  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures ' 
and  its  fair,  historical  sense,  as  it  is  accepted  by  the  two  bodies,  in  opposition  to 
Antinomianism  and  Fatalism  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  Arminianism  and  Pelagian- 
ism  on  the  other,  shall  be  regarded  as  the  sense  in  which  it  is  received  and  adopt- 
ed ;  and  the  Government  and  Discipline  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  shall  oontlnne  to  be  approved  as  containing  the  principles  and  rules  of 
our  polity.** 

The  second  article,  while  providing  that  all  the  ministers 
and  churches  of  either  body  shall  have  in  the  united  body  the 
standing  which  they  have  in  their  respective  presbyteries  at 
the  time  of  the  union,  provides  also  that  the  semi-Congrega- 
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tional  churches,  of  which  there  are  many  in  the  New  School 
connection,  "  shall  be  advised  to  perfect  their  organization  [by 
becoming  thoroughly  Presbyterian  in  their  internal  govern- 
iTient]  as  soon  as  is  permitted  by  the  highest  interests  to  be 
consulted ;"  that  "  no  other  such  churches  shall  be  received ;" 
and  that  none  but  ordained  elders  shall  be  allowed  to  sit  with 
the  bishops  in  the  General  Assembly. 

The  third  article  prescribes  the  way  in  which  the  bounda- 
ries of  synods  and  presbyteries  shall  be  adjusted  after  the  union, 
and  directs  that  the  official  records  of  both  branches  shall  be- 
long to  the  united  body  as  making  up  its  "  one  history ;"  and 
at  the  same  time  it  provides  that  no  rule  or  precedent  peculiar 
to  either  shall  be  valid  till  reestablished. 

The  articles  from  the  fourth  to  the  eighth  relate  to  the  con- 
solidation of  corporate  rights,  and  to  the  union  of  the  ''  Boards " 
which  one  Assembly  has  for  Missions,  for  Education,  and  for 
Publication,  with  the  "  Permanent  Committees  "  which  have 
been  established  by  the  other  Assembly. 

In  the  ninth  it  is  provided  that  the  theological  seminaries 
now  under  the  care  and  control  of  the  General  Assembly 
(which  are  the  Old  School  Seminaries)  shall  be  permitted,  at 
the  request  of  their  Directors,  ^''to  put  themselves  under  syno- 
dical  control ;"  and  that  those  theological  seminaries,  which, 
like  Lane  Seminary  and  others  in  connection  with  the  New 
School  body,  *'are  independent  in  their  organization,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  putting  themselves  nnder  ecclesiastical 
control." 

So  far  as  we  can  discover  any  important  meaning  in  the 
tenth  article,  touching  "the  duty  of  all  our  judicatories, 
ministers,  and  people  in  the  United  Church,  to  study  the  things 
which  make  for  peace,  and  to  guard  against  all  needless  and 
offensive  reference  to  the  causes  that  have  divided  us,"  &c.  it 
is  that,  after  the  union,  there  shall  be  no  free  and  earnest  con- 
troversy on  the  great  questions  in  theology  which  were  so 
sharply  debated  between  Old  School  and  New  School  before 
the  rupture,  and  that  the  new  policy  shall  be  a  policy  of 
silence  and  restraint  on  those  themes  which  are  always  agitated 
and  disputed  among  Calvinists,  except  in  times  when  stagnant 
orthodoxy  is  dying  into  indifference  and  unbelief. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Pampreshyteriomism.  689 

The  eleventh  article  provides  that  the  terms  of  reunion  shall 
be  of  binding  force,  if  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  Presby- 
teries in  each  body  within  one  year  after  the  final  submission 
of  them  for  that  purpose. 

In  each  of  the  two  Assemblies,  the  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee was  favorably  received  (though  not  without  some  ex- 
pressions of  dissent,  chiefly  from  men  old  enough  to  remember 
the  times  before  the  great  excision),  and  was  commended  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  churches  generally.  We  need 
not  say  how  gladly  the  proposals  for  union  were  received  by 
the  great  body  of  earnest  workers  for  Christ  in  the  ministry 
and  churches  on  both  sides.  Of  course  there  was  resolute  op- 
position in  some  quarters.  Professors  of  theology,  especially  in 
the  Old  School  connection,  were  alarmed  for  their  theology. 
Those  persons  generally — ministers,  elders,  and  laymen — who 
had  been  trained  to  think  that  the  glory  of  a  church  is  in  the 
tenacity  of  its  adherence  to  the  particular  "  testimony "  or 
tradition  by  which  it  is  distinguished  from  other  churches,  and 
which  makes  it  a  sect  in  distinction  from  the  visible  church 
catholic,  were  afraid  of  the  consequences — afraid,  perhaps,  that 
they  might  be  forced  into  some  position  not  sectarian  enough 
for  the  edification  of  "sound  Presbyterians."  But  notwith- 
standing the  reluctance  and  opposition  manifested  even  in 
some  high  places  of  authority,  the  best  feelings  of  Christian 
souls  on  both  sides  of  the  dividing  line  was  strongly  favorable 
to  an  organic  union  on  the  terms  proposed — or,  perhaps,  on 
any  terms  consistent  with  those  securities  for  orthodoxy  with- 
out which  a  synodical  government  may  become  that  most 
tyrannical  of  all  ecclesiastical  despotisms, — the  despotism  of 
an  insolent  and  bigoted  liberalism. 

Meanwhile  a  much  more  unexpected  movement  toward 
union  had  been  begun  elsewhere.  While  the  great  Old 
School  General  Assembly  was  sitting  at  Cincinnati,  and  the 
great  New  School  General  Assembly  was  sitting  at  Brooklyn, 
the  little  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  (or  Covenant- 
er) Church  held  its  session  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Mr. 
George  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  a  distinguished  merchant, 
and  much  more  distinguished  by  bis  diversified  and  far  reach- 
ing activity  in  religious  matters,  was  a  member  of  that  Synod, 

VOL.  XXVII.  42 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


640  Pam/prefiyyUricmism.  [Oct., 

and  to  him  the  time  seemed  propitious  for  a  more  daring  at- 
tempt. His  Christian  sympathies,  always  generous  and  im- 
pulsive, had  been  greatly  quickened  by  the  breadth  of  fellow- 
ship into  which  he  had  been  brought  as  President  of  the  late 
^'  Christian  Commission,"  from  the  date  of  its  organization  to 
the  end  of  the  war ;  and  at  his  motion  the  synod  undertook 
^'  to  inaugurate  measures  to  heal  Zion's  breaches  and  to  bring 
into  one  the  divided  portions  of  the  Presbyterian  family.'*  A 
scheme  was  proposed  for  '*  a  General  Convention  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Churches  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September— for 
prayer  and  conference  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  union  and 
communion  among  the  various  branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
family; "  and  the  several  Presbyterian  judicatories  then  in  ses- 
sion or  soon  to  meet,  were  invited  to  unite  in  the  call.  It  was 
j)roposed  that  every  presbytery  in  the  United  States  (including 
the  classes  of  the  Dutch  and  German  Churches)  should  repre- 
sent itself  in  the  Convention  by  a  minister  and  a  ruling  elder; 
and  to  carry  the  whole  scheme  into  effect,  a  "committee  of  ar- 
rangement and  correspondence"  was  appointed.  By  that 
committee,  after  more  inquiry  and  consultation,  the  time  for 
the  convention  was  changed  from  the  second  Wednesday  in 
September  to  Wednesday  the  6th  of  November. 

Such  a  proposal,  proceeding  from  what  is  often  called  "  the 
least  of  the  tribes  "  that  make  up  the  Presbyterian  Israel,  and 
falling  in  with  the  movement  already  in  progress  for  union  be- 
tween the  Old  School  tribe  and  the  New  School,  obtained  a 
more  favorable  reception  than  it  might  have  found  in  other 
circumstances.  It  seemed  to  be  recognized  (and  why  should 
it  not  have  been  ?)  as  a  Divine  call.  Not  only  was  there 
much  of  serious  thought  concerning  the  importance  of  the 
end  aimed  at,  but  much  of  prayer,  both  public  and  private, 
for  God's  blessing  on  the  great  undertaking.  At  the  appoint- 
ed time,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  delegates,  representing 
seven  different  branches  of  the  family,  assembled  in  the  First 
Keformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Philadelphia — an  edifice 
which  (as  we  understand)  had  never  been  desecrated  by  the 
singing  of  anything  else  than  "  the  Psalms  of  David  "  in  Rouse's 
version.    All  the  members  of  the  Convention,  save  twen- 
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ty-four,  were  delegates  from  the  various  sects  of  Presbyterian 
Hymn-singers, — one  hundred  and  sixty-two  being  Old  School, 
and  sixty-four  New  School,  six  Cumberland,  five  Reformed 
Dutch,  and  one  Southern.  The  delegates  from  the  Psalm-sing- 
ers were  equally  divided  between  the  United  Presbyterians  and 
the  Eeformed. 

At  the  beginning,  there  was  some  embarrassment,  chiefly 
occasioned  by  the  form  of  the  call,  which  contained  a  provision 
that  '*  on  all  questions  submitted  for  decision,"  each  body  rep- 
resented, whether  by  many  delegates  or  by  few,  should  be  en- 
titled to  an  equal  vote.  In  the  organization  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  in  all  its  proceedings  prior  to  the  adoption  of  a 
"  result "  as  it  would  be  called  in  a  Congregational  Council, 
the  rule  of  voting  by  sects  or  "  denominations"  was  disregard- 
ed as  unnecessary  and  inconvenient ;  but  in  framing  and  adopt- 
ing the  basis  or  platform,  each  of  the  bodies  represented  voted 
separately.  In  many  respects  the  meeting  was  a  great  success. 
To  its  members  generally,  and  to  sympathizing  spectators,  it 
must  have  been  not  only  delightful,  but  instructive  and  edify- 
ing. Fortunately  as  well  as  fitly,  Mr.  Stuart,  the  originator 
and  most  efficient  promoter  of  the  call  for  the  Convention,  was 
made  its  President ;  and  with  his  remarkable  tact  and  skill  in 
conducting  great  prayer-meetings,  he  succeeded  in  giving  it, 
from  first  to  last,  a  highly  devotional  character.  Few  eccle- 
siastical conventions  within  our  knowledge,  have  been  more 
distinguished  by  the  constant  flow  of  good  feeling. 

The  history  of  Mr.  Stuart's  Pampresbyterian  Convention 
is  much  more  than  an  accidental  digression  from  the  longer  if 
not  larger  history  of  the  attempted  reunion  between  the  Old 
School  and  the  New  School  "  branches."  In  fact,  that  meet- 
ing was,  as  it  were,  a  voyage  of  discovery  and  experiment.  It 
was  a  praxis  for  the  training  of  Presbyterians  into  a  new  habit 
of  thought  and  feeling  toward  each  other  in  their  several  sects, 
and  toward  all  Christians.  It  was  a  school  in  which  the 
providence  of  (3^od  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  showing 
whether  their  experience  of  their  system  in  its  working  hither- 
to, and  their  deep  sense  of  the  evils  inseparable  from  their 
present  relations  to  each  other,  could  teach  them  anything. 
We  may  say,  it  was  more  than  all  this.    The  Spirit  of  Divine 
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grace  was  manifestly  present  in  that  Assembly,  breathing  upon 
all  with  influencses  which  it  seemed  impossible  to  resist,  and 
wakening  them  to  aspirations  which  might  have  led  them  out 
of  their  bondage  to  the  commandments  of  men  and  to  tradi- 
tions which  (as  the  experience  of  centnries  has  shown)  "do 
gender  strifes,"  and  not  strifes  only,  but  pestilent  and  lasting 
schisms.  In  our  view,  the  pamphlet  which  reports  to  us  in 
full,  and  with  the  appearance  of  much  exactness,  the  proceed- 
ings and  debates  of  that  meeting,  is  most  instructive  as  to  the 
causes,  the  tendencies,  and  the  probable  results  of  the  arrange- 
ments now  in  progress  for  a  reunion  of  the  Old  School  and 
New  School  Presbyterians. 

I.  First  of  all  the  reader  cannot  but  observe,  in  the  record 
of  that  meeting,  an  earnest  and  truly  Christian  desire  for 
union.  From  beginning  to  end — ^from  Mr.  Stuart's  address 
when  taking  his  place  as  temporary  chairman  (before  he  was 
made  President),  to  the  "  farewell  meeting  of  conference  and 
prayer  "  which  followed  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Con- 
vention as  an  organized  body — the  desirableness  of  a  hearty 
union  among  all  who  follow  Christ,  and  especially  among 
Presbyterians  in  the  United  States — was  the  burthen  of 
speeches  and  of  prayers.  Indeed,  the  Convention  itself  was 
a  manifestation  of  that  desire.  Nothing  else  than  a  deep  con- 
viction that  the  existing  divisions  are  both  unseemly  and  mis- 
chievous, could  have  prompted  the  call  for  such  a  convention. 
Nothing  else  could  have  prompted  such  a  response  to  the  call. 

It  may  be  well,  however,  to  note  the  fact  that  the  unreason- 
ableness and  wrongfulness,  or,  in  one  strong  syllable,  them  of 
schism,  was  distinctly  recognized  in  setting  forth  the  desirable- 
ness of  the  union  which  the  Convention  was  seeking  and  pray- 
ing for.  The  Rev.  John  McMillan  (Reformed  Presbyterian) 
expressed,  we  are  sure,  no  peculiar  feeling  of  his  own  when 
he  said, 

'*  I  feel  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  does  not  judge  of  any  one  brancb 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  that  it  is  altogether  free  of  sin  in  regard  to  this  di- 
vided state  of  the  Church.  I  cannot  feel  that  all  the  sin  of  the  divided  Cborch 
lies  at  the  door  of  any  one  branch  of  it,  or  any  two  branches  of  it."  ...  "I 
canaot  bat  feel  that  there  is  sin  enough  at  the  door  of  all  our  churches,  to  bring 
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QB  all  down  to  tlie  dast ;  but  wo  are  looking  continually,  as  we  are  in  our  human 
nature  disposed  to  look,  away  off  from  oorselyes  at  some  others,  rather  than  turn- 
ing our  looks  in  upon  ourselves.**    P.  88. 

In  the  same  tone,  the  Eev.  W.  C.  McCune  (Old  School) 
said,  "  It  has  been  assumed  universally  in  this  Convention, 
that  union  is  a  duty,  and  that  division  is  a  sin  ;"  and  according- 
ly he  proposed  a  preamble  and  series  of  resolutions  for  the 
more  explicit  expression  of  that  unanimous  conviction.  Al- 
though in  the  course  of  business  the  resolutions  were  not  for- 
mally adopted,  we  find  no  reason  to  think  that  any  member 
would  have  voted  against  them.  We  give  the  last  position  of 
the  preamble  and  the  whole  series  of  resolutions : 

"  Whereas,  the  more  nearly  the  branches  of  the  Church  approach  each  other 
in  faith,  order,  and  worship,  the  (greater  Is  the  sin  which  separates  them ;  there- 
fore, 

"  Resolved^  First,  that  the  dlTision  of  Presbyterians  into  various  branches  is 
a  great  and  grievous  sin,  standing  in  the  way  of  salvation,  murdering  souls,  and 
hindering  the  conversion  of  the  world. 

"  Resolved^  Second,  that  no  measure  of  brotherly  love  or  cooperation  in  our 
work  in  our  divided  state,  can  release  us  from  the  obligation  to  forsake  the  un  of 
division. 

"  Resolved,  Third,  that  we  have  faith  in  God,  that  if  we  go  humbly  to  his  word 
and  humbly  to  His  throne.  He  will  show  us  the  way  out  of  this  sin.     Pp.  68,  69. 

So  in  the  formal  "  Address  "  from  the  Convention  "  to  the 
ministers,  elders,  and  people  "  which  it  represented,  we  find 
a  distinct  recognition  of  the  divisions  and  schisms  as  sinful  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

"  Do  not  divisions  and  schisms  in  the  Church,  engendering,  intensifying,  and 
perpetuating  discord  and  strife  among  brethren,  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, 
who  is  the  Spirit  of  peace  and  unity,  and  love  f  And  are  they  not  pleasing  to 
the  spirit  and  prince  of  darkness,  their  author  and  fomentorf  Do  not  the  in- 
stincts of  every  regenerated  soul  revolt  at  these  spectacles  of  division  and  strife 
among  brethren  F*    P.  146. 

The  desirableness  of  union  and  co5peration  in  the  common 
cause  was  recognized  in  another  way.  Presbyterianism,  and 
not  that  only  but  Christianity  itself,  is  weakened  by  these 
divisions.  Thus  the  Eev.  E.  W.  Leonard  (New  School),  a 
member  from  Iowa,  said, 

*'  We  need  union  for  many  purposes.  Ecclesiastically  we  [in  Iowa]  have  not  a 
literary  institution  of  any  magnitude  connected  with  any  branch  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church."    ..."  We  need  a  union  in  order  that  the  different  forces  of 
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the  various  presbyteries  may  be  united  to  complete  and  endow,  with  a  little  as- 
sistance from  the  wealthy  churches  of  the  East,  an  institntion  of  learning.  We 
need  it  on  this  ground,  further,  because  we  have  such  a  great  rush  of  immigra- 
tion not  only  from  the  different  eastern  States,  but  from  Europe."  .  .  .  **Wc 
need  to  be  united  in  order  that  we  may  relieve  many  ministers.  I  haye  estimated, 
and  I  think  I  am  not  fiirfrom  correct,  that  if  these  different  bodies  were  united, 
we  might  release  one  thousand  to  fill  the  places  that  impentirely  demand  mini- 
sters now ;  and  perhaps  $200,000  to  sustain  them.  The  cry  from  the  territories 
and  the  Northwest  States  is,  More  men  1  Towns  are  forming  along  the  Padfie 
Railroad,  which  is  extending  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  a  day.  New  towns  are 
opening ;  Infidels,  Catholics,  and  TJniversalists,  are  pushing  forward.  "V^liy  should 
we  not  unite,  brethren,  as  a  body,  and  lift  up  our  standards  against  the  flood  of 
iniquity  that  is  flowing  to  our  shores  and  filling  up  the  best  parts  of  the  country, 
and  plant  first,  in  advance  of  all  others,  ihe  great  Church  that  reflects  the  Be- 
formed  doctrines  in  all  iheir  purity  f "    P.  84. 

Such  things  were  not  said  by  New  School  Presbyterians 
only.  Rev.  Cyrus  Dickson,  D.  D.  (Old  School),  from  Balti- 
more, in  the  course  of  a  very  effective  speech,  put  the  case 
thus: 

'*  We  are  spending  our  time  and  means  in  carrying  on  domestic  missionary 
work ;  and  in  communities  of  people,  we  aid  to  support  three  or  four  ministers, 
where  they  can  support  only  one.  Our  great  West  clamors  for  men.  At  erery 
little  cross-road  you  find  more  men  at  work  than  they  ought  to  have.  At  some 
of  the  cross-roads  you  find  three  or  four  Presbyterian  churches,  and  three  or  (bar 
ministers  are  starving,  and  their  wives  and  children,  for  want  of  support.  At 
every  little  four  corners  you  will  find  a  church  that  wants  to  be  represented,  and  i 

in  little  villages  of  five  hundred  or  seven  hundred,  we  find  sometimes  three  or 
four  ministers  of  the  same  denomination  who  desire  to  be  delegates.  What  ws 
want  is  this :  but  one  store  where  there  are  customers  enough  for  one  store  1  one 
blacksmith's  shop  where  there  is  work  for  but  one  blacksmith  shop  I    ....  ' 

One  church  where  there  are  enough  supporters  for  one  church  V    P.  49.  I 

With  even  more  vehemence,  Eev.  Samuel  L.  Sawyer  (New 
School),  from  Tennessee,  reasoning  from  the  fact  that  "  there  is 
an  organic  union  already  accomplished  between  the  Old 
School  and  the  New  School  South,"  "  under  the  wonderfully 
fusing  power  of  treason,"  said, 

"  Ton  must  unite  the  presbyteries ;  you  must  combine.  It  is  the  condition  of 
life.  We  will  die  out  without  the  union  of  the  denominations.  There  are  greet 
counties  in  our  region,  all  around  us,  that  have  not  a  single  Presbyterian  Ohureb 
within  them.*'  .  .  .  "  I  think  I  can  count  over  eleven  counties  in  my  sectioa  of 
the  State,  that  have  not  a  single  Presbyterian  minister  in  them."  .  .  .  "  Bj 
a  little  cooperation  we  oan  supply  them,  and  bmld  up  one  Presbyterian  college 
there,  and  send  out  our  candidates  for  the  ministry.  Those  presbyteries  that  ban 
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gone  against  ns  in  the  national  straggle  have  united,  and  thoy  are  working 
against  us  now.  Cannot  the  friends  of  Jesus  Christ  cooperate,  if  the  enemies  of 
the  country  can  unite  to  weaken  the  Church  V    P.  62. 

The  "  Address,"  while  recognizing,  as  we  have  seen,  the  evil 
of  schism  in  the  sight  of  Grod,  insists  with  great  force  on  the 
necessity  of  united  effort  in  Christian  work.  It  says,  "  We 
are  able  to  possess  the  land  if  we  will  only  unite  our  strength, 
husband  our  resources,  and,  in  Grod's  name,  go  forth  to  the 
toils,  and  tears,  and  triumphs  of  the  great  work  before  us. 
But  if  we  continue  to  bite  and  devour  one  another,  we  shall 
be  consumed  one  of  another." 

It  would  be  uncharitable  to  represent  this  earnest  desire  for 
the  union  of  all  Presbyterians  as  having  in  it  more  of  secta- 
rian ambition  than  of  a  truly  Christian  catholicity.  Every- 
where the  underlying  thought  is  of  Christ  and  his  work  in  the 
world,  more  than  of  sectarian  aggrandizement.  Sometimes,  in 
the  reported  speeches,  we  find  a  distinct  expression  of  the 
truth  that  the  union  to  be  sought  for  is,  essentially,  a  vital  and 
spiritual  oneness — the  unity  of  a  common  cause — the  unity  of 
love  to  God  and  men,  of  faith  in  Christ  and  fellowship  with 
him,  and  of  aspirations  and  endeavors  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world.  For  example,  Rev.  John  H.  Pratt  (Old  School),  from 
Ohio,  said, 

"  We  need  to  be  endowed  with  power  from  on  high.  You  may  take  two  massoa 
of  silver  or  gold,  and  put  them  in  a  orucicle  together,  and  you  let  these  masses 
be  melted  and  come  to  a  fluid  state,  and  the  moment  they  touch  they  run 
together.  And  if  God,  in  answer  to  our  prayers,  will  seod  us  the  precious  bap- 
tism of  the  Holy  Ghost  from  Heaven,  and  humble  our  hearts  with  love  to  Christ, 
we  wfll  then  flow  together  with  new  love."  ,  ,  .  **  Let  us  not  forget  that  we 
live  under  the  ministry  of  the  Spirit.  Let  us  not  forget  that  it  is  peculiarly  in 
the  province  of  the  Spirit  to  take  of  the  things  that  are  Christ's  and  reveal  them 
unto  us;  that  it  is  in  the  Spirit  we  glorify  Christ — that  name  by  which  we  are 
caUed."    P.  46. 

We  need  not  fill  our  pages  with  quotations  on  this  point ; 
but  we  cannot  refrain  from  saying  that  Dr.  George  Junkin, 
since  deceased,  an  Old  School  divine — celebrated  for  the  part 
he  had  in  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Barnes,  and  in  the  proceed- 
ings generally  which  brought  about  the  excision  in  1837 — 
recognized  (what  many  of  his  associates  in  the  Convention 
seemed  to  overlook)  the  wide  difference  between  spiritual  unity 
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and  organic  unity.  His  speech,  as  reported  (pp.  114, 115)  is 
obscure;  but  its  intention  to  mark  that  distinction  is  evident 
enough.  It  denies  that  "  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  spoken  of  by 
the  Apostle  Paul  (Eph.  iv.),  the  oneness  of  Christ's  disciples  in 
their  relation  to  him  and  to  the  Father  (John  xvii.  21-23),  is 
unity  of  organization.  Eeferring  to  the  fact  that  the  Conven- 
tion had  been  visited  that  morning  by  a  formal  deputation 
from  a  representative  meeting  of  Episcopalians  then  sitting  in 
Philadelphia,  and  that  they  had  all  had  a  good  time  together, 
"  black  prelacy,"  as  the  Scotch  call  it,  and  true-blue  Presby- 
terianism  enjoying  sweet  communion,  like  the  leopard  lying 
down  with  the  kid  in  the  millennium, — the  venerable  Doctor 
said, 

"Here  were  persoos  from  another  denomlnatioD,  entirely  differing  in  the  order 
of  Church  goTernment,  and  yet  we  felt  ourselves  aU  one.  What  I  organicallyf 
No  1  no !  no  organic  union  about  it,  but  *  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace.'  We  felt  it;  we  rejoiced  in  it.  I  have  never  been  in  a  situation  in  which 
I  felt  that  unity  more  powerfully  exhibited.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  what  I  felt;  'the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace/  But  you  can  have  that  without  unity 
of  doctrine." 

It  is  much  to  be  regrette4  that  by  the  operation  of  a  rule 
forbidding  any  speech  to  exceed  five  minutes  in  length,  Dr. 
Junkin  was  interrupted  just  as  he  was  proceeding  to  say  why 
he  was  opposed  to  the  organic  unity  of  all  Presbyterians— an 
attempt  which  would  have  required  him  to  show  that  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit,  the  very  onenesss  which  Christ,  in  his  mediato- 
rial prayer,  desired  for  his  disciples,  may  exist  among  churches, 
and  be  held  in  the  bond  of  peace,  without  any  organic  union 
such  as  Presbyterianism  delights  in.  His  distinction,  how- 
ever, between  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  and  organic  unity— or 
rather  his  position  that  the  former  may  exist  and  be  manifested 
without  the  latter — does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  taking  one. 
There  were  indeed  some  members  of  the  Convention  who  pro- 
posed a  Presbyterian  Alliance,  something  like  a  federation  of 
sects,  or  a  concerted  cooperation  in  certain  Christian  enter- 
prises ;  but  their  hope  was  that  such  cooperation  and  alliance, 
being  all  that  is  at  present  prac^ticable,  would  be  "  an  initial 
step,"  the  beginning  of  a  process  that  should  "  gradually  bring 
all  these  now  divided  bodies  into  one  compact  and  harmonious 
church." 
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II.  Our  second  remark,  then,  concerning  the  proceedings 
and  debates  of  the  Convention,  is  that  the  idea  of  organic 
union  was  constantly  dominant.  The  earnest  and  truly  Christ- 
ian desire  for  union,  recognizing  the  intrinsic  sinfulness  ot 
schism,  lamenting  the  waste  of  zeal  and  power  which  is  in- 
separable from  division,  and  feeling  that  no  union  can  be  worth 
anything  which  is  not  vital  and  spiritual,  was  always  blended 
with  the  assumption  that  there  can  be  no  sufficient  union  that 
is  not  '*  corporate  union," — the  consolidation  of  many  churches 
into  one  church  under  one  government,  or  of  two  or  more  sects 
into  one  more  powerful  sect, — union  identified  and  perpetuated 
by  an  enforced  uniformity.  We  have  already  intimated  that 
now  and  then  a  purer  and  better  idea  of  union  among 
churches  seemed  almost  dawning  upon  the  Assembly.  Rev. 
Dr.  Samuel  W.  Fisher  (New  School)  said,  "  As  to  our  basis 
of  union,  we  are,  in  this  respect,  catholic  (?),  and  mean  to  be. 
The  Presbyterian  Church  is  a  church  not  of  narrowness,  but 
of  liberty.  We  believe  in  diversity  of  doctrine ;  in  unity  in 
the  great  fundamentals."  Let  us  not  be  understood  as  affirm- 
ing or  denying  the  historical  exactness  of  the  words  which  we 
quote  only  as  showing  how  near  the  speaker  came  to  the  ap- 
prehension of  an  idea  larger  than  Presbyterianism.  Kev.  Dr. 
J.  M.  Stevenson  (Old  School)  ventured  to  turn  the  thoughts 
of  the  Convention  for  a  moment — while  they  were  expecting 
the  delegation  of  Episcopalians,  *'  to  the  subject  of  even  a 
wider  union."  He  said,  "  May  we  not  hope  that  eventually 
the  border  of  this  organic  union  may  extend  beyond  these  five 
or  six  [Presbyterian]  denominations  ?  We  are  all  one  body  ! 
One  body  in  Christ  Jesus  I  Then,  brothers,  as  we  are  one  body, 
let  our  minds  and  hearts  go  out  to  our  Christian  brethren  of 
the  same  body."  Other  expressions  of  the  same  sort — some 
perhaps  even  stronger — might  be  gleaned  from  the  proceed- 
ings ;  but  they  are  few,  and  merely  incidental.  Indeed,  the 
Convention  being  exclusively  Presbyterian,  representing 
nothing  else  than  bodies  organized  under  that  form  of  govern- 
ment, it  was  quite  natural  that  tlie  union  contemplated  in  the 
debates  and  proceedings  should  be  Presbyterian  union  and 
therefore  organic, — union  under  one  supreme  judicatory.  The 
possibility  of  a  catholic  union  was  not  the  question.     How  to 
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dispose  of  all  the  organizations  by  which  evangelical  ChriBtiang 
are  divided  into  rival  sects,  each  striving  to  enlarge  itself  at 
the  expense  of  the  others,  was  not  considered,  probably  not 
thonght  of  for  a  moment.  The  only  question  was  how  to  get 
rid  of  superfluous  Presbyterian  organizations  and  fuse  them 
into  one — how  to  arrange  matters  so  that  Old  School  Presby- 
terians and  New  School,  those  of  the  Westminster  Standards 
and  those  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  those  who  are  free  to 
sing  hymns  and  those  whose  praise  is  articulated  only  in  the 
stanzas  of  Bouse,  may  all  be  united  in  one  harmonious  and 
powerful  sect.  Of  course  the  only  union  to  be  thought  of 
was  the  identical  union  which  Presbyterianism  has  been  so 
long  attempting  to  establish — a  corporate  union,  organized  and 
governed — a  certain  uniformity  enforced  by  ecclesiastical  au- 
thority ;  the  "  hundred  sects  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,"  as 
Professor  Mcllvaine  called  them  (though  a  voice  responded  that 
there  were  at  that  moment  only  "  eleven  in  this  country"),  all 
brought  under  one  supreme  judicatory,  so  that  instead  of  being 
a  hundred  or  even  eleven,  striving  to  outvie  each  other  in 
number  or  in  orthodoxy,  they  shall  be  organically  one. 

III.  What,  then,  was  the  Convention  to  do  ?  We  observe  that 
being  earnest  and  practical  men  they  went  to  work,  with  such 
light  as  their  training  and  experience  had  given  them,  to  find 
or  to  make  a  "  basis  "  for  the  desired  union.  To  a  friendly 
observer  looking  on  fipom  a  position  quite  outside  of  the  Pres- 
byterian family,  it  seems  that  the  only  and  suflBcient  basis  of 
union  for  all  these  sects  must  be  a  statement  of  the  points  on 
which  they  are  agreed,  and  a  frank  agreement  to  differ  on 
points  on  which  they  are  not  agreed.  The  Evangelical  or 
"  Eegular  "  Baptist  Churches  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Con- 
gregational Churches,  are  well  agreed  in  the  essentials  of 
Christian  doctrine  and  in  their  church  government;  the  diffe^ 
ences,  in  these  respects,  between  the  two  bodies,  being  no 
greater  than  the  differences  which  each  of  them  tolerates  with- 
in its  own  communion.  But  on  the  question,  What  is  bap- 
tism? and  on  the  question,  Who  are  to  be  baptized?  they  are 
not  agreed.  The  difference  about  baptism  separates  them  into 
two  informal  confederacies  of  churches,  or,  as  the  phrase  goes, 
two  "denominations."    Let  it  be  proposed,  now,  to  unite  all 
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these  churches  so  that  they  shall  be  not  two  denominations  but 
one;  how  can  that  be  done?  Only  three  methods  are  con- 
ceivable. (1.)  All  the  Oongregationalists  may  become  Bap- 
tists ;  or,  (2.)  all  the  Baptists  may  become  Oongregationalists ; 
or,  (8.)  it  may  be  agreed  that  each  church  shall  practice  ac- 
cording to  its  own  light,  and  that  the  existing  differences  about 
how  to  baptize,  and  whom  to  baptize,  shall  be  no  bar  to  com- 
munion or  to  Ohristian  cooperation.  The  first  and  sfecond  of 
these  two  methods  have  been  tried  without  much  success  for 
abont  three  hundred  years,  and  there  is  little  reason  to  expect 
that  either  of  them  will  be  more  successful  in  time  to  come. 
Only  the  third  method  can  be  thought  of  as  practicable,  if  ex- 
perience is  to  be  our  teacher.  So  in  the  problem  with  which 
the  Pampresbyterian  Convention  so  bravely  grappled.  Six 
different  denominations  were  represented,*  each  having,  or 
being  supposed  to  have,  some  valued  peculiarities.  As  between 
any  two  of  the  six,  the  problem  was  precisely  the  same  as  that 
supposed  between  the  Baptists  and  the  Oongregationalists.  If, 
for  example,  the  Old  School  branch  and  the  Covenanter  branch 
are  to  become  one,  the  first  must  surrender  its  own  peculiari- 
ties and  adopt  those  of  the  second  ;  or  the  second  must  sur- 
render its  own  and  adopt  those  of  the  first ;  or  else  each  must 
agree  to  tolerate  the  other.  If  five  of  the  six  would  agree  to 
renounce  their  several  peculiarities,  and  to  adopt  those  of  the 
sixth,  the  union  would  be  complete — ^till  the  next  division. 
But  inasmuch  as,  to  the  eye  of  common  sense,  there  was  no 
prospect  of  success  in  that  direction,  common  honesty,  one 
might  think,  required  the  several  parties  in  the  Convention  to 
speak  out  with  no  ambiguous  utterance,  and  either  to  give  up 
the  problem  as  more  diflScult  than  the  finishing  of  that  famous 
tower  on  the  plains  of  Shinar,  or  frankly  to  accept  the  new 
principle  of  mutual  toleration.  Fet  the  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, with  all  their  common  sense  and  all  their  experience 
in  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  with  their  most  unquestionable  in- 
tegrity of  purpose,  seem  to  have  thought  that,  in  some  other 


*  The  roU  shows  seven  denominations,  but  the  one  delegate  from  the  Southern 
<lenomination  seems  to  have  taken  no  part  in  the  proceedings.  We  know  not 
what  became  of  him. 
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way  than  by  a  distinct  agreement  to  differ  on  the  points  of  differ- 
ence, all  the  peculiarities,  save  those  of  the  Cumberland  Prea- 
byterians,  could  be  compromised  without  any  surrender  or 
change  of  principle. 

The  paper  which  was  finally  adopted  and  commended  to  the 
several  supreme  judicatories  for  consideration,  though  entitled 
*'  Basis  of  Union,"  should  rather  be  regarded  as  a  basis  of  ne- 
gotiation in  order  to  union.  It  is  not  a  constitution  or  com- 
pact, but  only  a  platform  of  four  principles  on  which  a  consti- 
tution may  be  framed  in  the  progress  of  affairs.  In  the  final 
vote  by  denominations,  the  Cumberland 'Presbyterian  delega- 
tion, very  properly  and  without  any  apparent  interruption 
of  good  feeling,  declined  voting.  Four  out  of  nine  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  delegation,  and  one  out  of  ten  of  the 
United  Presbyteriari,  voted  against  it.  All  the  other  delega- 
tions, Old  School,  New  School,  and  Reformed  Dutch,  voted 
unanimously  for  it.  Accordingly  it  was  declared  to  be  '*  adopt- 
ed by  the  churches  voting  unanimously."  Of  course  it  muBt 
be  regarded  as  the  summing  up  of  whatever  wisdom  the  Con- 
vention had  gained  by  three  long  days  of  debate  and  prayer. 

The  first  of  the  four  principles  is  in  these  words :  '*  An  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be  the  in- 
spired word  of  God  and  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and 
practice."  In  this  there  is  no  equivocation,  and  no  compro- 
mise. All  the  parties  agree  in  it.  Though  not  in  the  Apos- 
tles' Creed,  it  is  sufficiently  catholic.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
Protestant  and  evangelical,  excluding,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Eomish  doctrine  of  Church  infallibility,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Rationalistic  denial  of  the  deference  due  to  the  inspired 
documents  of  the  Christian  revelation. 

The  second  principle  of  the  proposed  "  basis  "  was  much 
discussed  and  seriously  modified  in  the  Convention.  It  is  the 
more  important  because  of  its  connection  with  the  negotia- 
tions between  the  Old  School  and  New  School  General  Assem- 
blies : 

'*  That  in  the  United  Church,  the  WestminBter  Oonfeasion  of  Faith  shall  he  r» 
ceived  and  adopted,  as  containing  the  syetem  of  doctrine  taogfat  in  the  Holy 
Scripturea;  it  being  understood  that  thit  Confeuion  u  received  in  it$  proper  hit 
torical,  that  w,  the  Calvinietie  or  Reformed  tense. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Pampreshyterianism.  651 

"  While  the  committee  recommend  the  foregoing  basis  of  doctrine,  they  wish 
to  be  nnderstood  as  recognizing  the  orthodoxy  of  the  Larger  and  Shorter  Cate- 
chisms, of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  of  the  Canons  of  the  Synod  of  Dort.'* 

In  the  form  in  which  this  article  came  from  the  committee, 
there  was  no  attempt  to  explain  or  define  the  sense  of  the  Con- 
fession ;  and  instead  of  expressly  *'  recognizing  the  orthodoxy 
of  the  Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms,"  and  of  the  other  docu- 
ments named,  the  committee  only  desired  ^^  not  to  be  under- 
stood as  impugning  the  orthodoxy  of  the  Heidelberg  Cate- 
chism and  of  the  canons  of  the  Synod  of  Dort." 

Any  person  not  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  family  traits 
of  the  great  Presbyterian  family,  would  naturally  ask,  at  the 
first  reading  of  this  second  article,  What  does  this  mean  t 
And  what  is  to  be  the  application  and  use  of  it  ?  It  was  well 
understood  in  the  Convention,  and  frankly  admitted,  that  by 
this  "  basis  of  doctrine  "  the  Cumberland  Presbyterians  would 
be  excluded  from  the  contemplated  union.  Their  Confession 
of  Faith  is  recognized  by  themselves  as  differing  from  the 
Westminster  Confession.  Probably  it  was  thought  that  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  would  be  conciliated  by  recognizing 
the  orthodoxy  of  its  standards — especially  as  no  such  compli- 
ment was  paid  to  the  standards  of  the  Cumberland  branch. 
But  what  is  "  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  ? "  There 
is  a  certain  form  of  doctrine  commonly  known  as  ^'  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America."  Every  minister,  every  licensed  preacher, 
and  every  elder  in  the  Old  School  and  New  School  branches,  has 
*'  sincerely  received  and  adopted ''  that  form  of  words  "  as  con- 
taining the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures ;" 
and  most  of  them,  we  dare  say,  think  that  in  so  doing  they 
have  sincerely  received  and  adopted  the  Westminster  Confes- 
sion. But  the  fact  is  otherwise.  The  Westminster  Confession 
was  not  modified  for  the  first  time  by  the  Cumberland  seces- 
sion. In  the  year  1788,  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia formed  and  established  "  the  Constitution  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  United  States,"  and  in  so  doing 
eliminated  from  the  standards  one  doctrine  which  was  precious 
to  the  Westminster  Divines.  The  Westminster  Confession 
(Ch.  xz.  Sec.  4)  affirms  that  those  who  publish  such  opinions 
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or  maintain  such  practices  as  are  contrary  to  the  light  of  natnie, 
or  to  the  known  principles  of  Christianity,  whether  concerniDg 
faith,  worship,  or  conversation,  or  to  the  power  of  gjodliness; 
or  snch  erroneous  principles  or  practices,  as  either  in  their  own 
nature,  or  in  the  manner  of  pnblishing  or  maintaining  them, 
are  destructive  to  the  external  peace  and  order  which  Christ 
hath  established  in  the  church — may  lawftilly  be  called  to  an 
account,  and  proceeded  against  by  the  censures  of  the  chorch, 
a/nd  hy  the  power  of  the  civil  magist/rate?'*    This  last  clanse 
the  two  great  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  family  have  ex- 
punged.   So  instead  of  confessing  (Ch.  zxiii.  Sec  3)  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  civil  magistrate  to  convoke  synods,  to  be 
present  in  them,  and  to  take  care  that  they  do  nothing  against 
the  truth,  these  American  Presbyterians,  Old  School  and  Neiir 
School,  have  foisted  into  the  Confession  a  doctrine  which  the 
Westminster  Divines  abhorred.   ^^  It  is  the  duty  of  civil  magis- 
trates to  protect  the  church  of  our  common   Lord,  withaui 
gimng  the  prefei'ence  to  amy  denomination,  of  GhrUttians  ohm 
the  rest  J  in  such  a  manner  that  cUl  ecclesiastical  persons  what- 
ever shall  enjoy  the  full,  free,  and  unquestioned  liberty  of  dis- 
charging every  part  of  their  sacred  functions  without  violence 
or  danger."    ^'  Ko  law  of  any  commonwealth  should  interfere 
with,  let,  or  hinder  the  due  exercise  "  of  church  government 
and  discipline  ^'  among  the  voluntary   members  of  any  de- 
nomination of  Christians  according  to  their  own  profession  and 
belief."    This  is  sound  doctrine ;  but  it  is  a  piece  of  new  cloth 
sewed  on  an  old  garment.    The  Westminster  Divines  would 
have  anathematized  such  doctrine,  for,  in  their  Larger  Cate- 
chism, they  expressly  teach  that  "  tolerating  a  false  reliffum  " 
— instead  of  being  a  duty,  as  these  degenerate  Presbyterians 
make  it — ^is  one  of  ^^  the  sins  forbidden  in  the  second  com- 
mandment." 

What  then  did  the  committee  and  the  Convention  mean  by 
thus  proposing  the  Westminster  Confession  as  the  ^^  basis  of 
doctrine  "  on  which  all  Presbyterians,  save  the  poor  Cumber- 
land wanderers,  may  stand  together  in  one  denomination !  It 
is  impossible  to  suppose  that  they  intended  anything  like 
double  dealiuG^.  Yet  some  passages  in  the  debate  seem  as  if 
there  was  some  unwillingness  to  be  explicit.    The  Beformed 
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Presbyterians,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  the  United  Presby- 
terians, accept  the  Westminster  standards  "  whole  and  entire." 
Accordingly  Rev.  Mr.  Morton  (B.  P.)  said,  "  It  is  evident  we 
are  not  agreed  as  to  what  the  Confession  of  Faith  is ;  some  of 
ns  suppose  it  to  be  one  thing,  and  some  another.''  Some  things 
in  the  debate  are  not  qnite  clear.  We  are  not  sore  that  we 
understand  what  "a  delegate"  (TJ.  P.)  meant  when  he  said, 
"  If  you  adopt  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  I  want 
you  to  go  the  whole  figure.  I  wish  you  to  adopt  it  in  its  his- 
torical sense,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  have  it  adopted  at  all  until 
yon  come  together  upon  some  basis  of  organic  union  that  will 
take  the  Befonned  Presbyterian  and  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
with  the  rest."  Kev.  Dr.  Crawford  (R.  P.)  asked,  outright, 
"  Is  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  as  here  referred  to, 
that'  as  amended  by  the  Old  School ;  or  is  it  the  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith?"  The  President — himself  a  delegate 
from  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  branch — replied,  "  Doctor, 
you  are  getting  too  deep  in  theological  questions  for  me." 
Then  followed  a  colloquy,  which  was  evidently  "  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  under  difficulties." 

"Db.  Crawford:  I  wish  to  Tote  iDteUigently,  and  wish  to  know  if  I  am  to 
Tote  for  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  as  I  understand  it,  or  for  the  West- 
nunster  Confession  of  Paith  as  the  Old  8ehool  understands  it  ? 

**  A  Drlxgatb:  For  the  latter. 

"Dr.  Wtue:  (In  whose  R.  P.  Church  the  Cohvention  was  sitting.)  Every 
one  takes  it  as  he  understands  it. 

"Dr.  Marshall:  I  vote  against  it  as  interpreted. 

"  Thx  pRxaxDKirT:  I  gare  no  interpretation.    I  said  I  oould  not  define  it. 

"  Dr.  Wtus:  The  chairman  does  not  decide  upon  that  question ;  it  is  left  to 
each  iodividual,  as  I  understand  it.  That  question  came  up  in  the  committee, 
Mr.  Moderator,  and  we  agreed  to  leave  it  to  be  understood  as  the  Church 
UDderstands  it 

'*  Bit.  J.  MoRTOH  (R.  P.)  said :  I  yote  against  the  adoption  of  that  amendment 
(about '  the  historic  sense'),  because  I  do  not  know  what  was  understood  to  be 
the  '  Confession  of  Faith,'  by  the  bodies  represented  here.  I  offered  a  substitute 
to  test  matters.  The  Convention  has  not  entertained  it,  and  I  do  not  know  what 
you  are  voting  for."  P.  118. 

All  this  confusion  comes,  we  venture  to  suggest,  from  the 
want  of  a  clear  conception  of  what  is  necessary  in  order  that 
the  sects  represented  in  the  Convention  may  become,  intelli- 
gently and  honestly,  one  sect.    A  single  moment  of  thought 
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was  enough  to  show  that,  if  there  was  to  be  an  organic  union 
of  those  sects,  either  they  must  give  up  their  several  distinctive 
standards  of  doctrine,  or  thej  mast  agree  to  tolerate  each  other 
in  receiving  and  adopting  different  standards  recognized  as 
sufficiently  orthodox.  In  the  latter  case  the  common  basis  of 
doctrine,  on  which  they  might  all  stand  together,  would  be 
simply  so  much  as  all  the  several  standards  are  agreed  in.  K 
the  Old  School  or  New  School  Presbyterian,  believing  with  all 
his  heart  the  American  doctrine  of  religious  liberty,  is  willing 
to  enter  into  an  organic  union  with  the  Covenanter  who  holds, 
unyieldingly,  what  Roger  Williams  called  "  the  bloody  tenet 
of  persecution  ;"  and  if  at  the  same  time  the  Covenanter,  with 
whom  it  is  a  religious  belief  that  the  second  commandment  is 
broken  by  every  civil  magistrate  who  tolerates  the  idolatry  of 
the  Komish  worship  and  the  false  religion  of  Bitaalism  or 
Rationalism,  has  become  willing  to  enter  into  organic  union 
with  Presbyterians  who  care  nothing  for  "  the  Solemn  League 
and  Covenant,"  and  who  have  incorporated  into  their  religion 
the  belief  that ''  all  ecclesiastical  persons  whatever  "  ought  to 
be  protected  by  the  civil  government  in  discharging  every 
part  of  their  functions ;  let  them  not  try  to  evade  or  cover  up 
the  difference  between  them ;  but  rather  let  them  distinctly 
understand  each  other,  and  agree  frankly,  that  those  who  ac- 
cept the  Westminster  Standards  in  the  original  edition,  and 
those  who  accept  the  Westminster  Standards  as  modified  by 
the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  in  1788,  shall  have 
equal  rights  in  the  organic  union.  If  it  is  proposed  that  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  the  German  Reformed  shall  be 
organically  comprehended  in  one  great  sect  with  the  churches 
commonly  known  as  Presbyterian,  why  should  it  not  be  said 
in  the  ^'  basis  of  union  "  that  a  subscription  to  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism  and  the  Canons  of  Dort,  shall  be  equally  valid  with 
a  subscription  to  the  Westminster  Confession  ?  Doubtless  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterians,  though  good  enough  to  sit  and  speak 
and  pray  in  a  Pampresbyterian  Convention,  are  not  Calvinistic 
enough  to  be  admitted  at  present  into  a  Pampresbyterian  de- 
nomination ;  for  have  they  not  dared  to  modify  the  Westmin- 
ster Confession  a  second  time,  because  they  thought  it  contain- 
ed "  the  doctrine  of  fatality  ?"    But  if  we  may  make  so  violent 
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a  supposition  as  that  they  are  to  be  admitted  into  an  organic 
union  with  other  Presbyterian  sects,  then  the  basis  of  that  or- 
ganic union,  in  order  to  be  clearly  honest,  must  say  that  a 
subscription  to  the  Cumberland  recension  of  the  Westminster 
Confession  shall  be  recognized  as  a  sufficient  profession  of 
orthodoxy. 

We  say  nothing  at  present  about  the  attempt  to  define  the 
sense  in  which  the  Confession  is  to  be  received  ;  but  we  may 
say  that  if  the  Convention  could  have  overcome  the  Presby- 
terian passion  for  uniformity,  and  if  instead  of  assuming  that 
in  order  to  organic  union,  every  man  must  make  profession  of 
his  doctrinal  views  in  the  same  form  of  words,  it  had  distinctly 
set  forth  the  principle  that  there  may  be  two  or  more  summa- 
ries of  Christian  doctrine,  diifering  from  each  other  in  sundry 
particulars,  while  any  of  them  may  be  sufficiently  evangelical 
and  correct  to  serve  as  a  lest  of  orthodoxy, — much  more  would 
have  been  done  than  was  done  for  the  early  and  permanent 
unification  of  the  sects  there  represented.* 

The  third  article  of  the  proposed  basis  provided  only  for 
"  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  government,"  and  was 
unanimously  adopted  without  debate. 

How  to  satisfy  the  conscience  of  the  Psalm-singing  denomi- 
nations, without  surrendering  the  liberty  of  the  Hymn-singer, 
was  perhaps  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  Convention.  The  fourth  article  of  the  proposed  basis 
relates  to  Psalmody,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  book  of  PsalmBy  which  is  of  divuie  inspiratioii,  is  well  adapted  to  the 


*  The  "  Heads  of  Agreement  assented  to  bj  the  United  Miniatere  in  and  about 
London,  formerly  caUed  Presbyteriana  and  Congregational"  (1692)  were  pro- 
posed and  accepted  as  a  basis  of  union,  though  not  of  organic  union.  One  Head 
of  Agreement  was  in  these  words : 

"Vni.   Of   A   CONTESSIOH   Of  FaITH. 

**  As  to  what  appertains  to  soundness  of  judgment  in  matters  of  Faith,  we  es- 
teem it  sufficient  that  a  church  acknowledge  the  Scriptures  to  be  the  word  of  God, 
the  perfect  and  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice ;  and  own  either  the  doctrinal  part 
of  those  commonly  called  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  the  Con- 
fession, or  Catechisms,  Shorter  or  Larger,  compiled  by  the  Assembly  at  West- 
minster, or  the  Confession  agreed  on  at  the  Savoy,  to  be  agreeable  to  the  said 
rule." 

VOL.  xxvn.  43 
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Btato  of  the  Ohurch  in  all  ages  and  drcamstances,  and  should  be  oaed  in  the  wor* 
ship  of  God.  Therefore  we  recommend  that  a  new  and  faithful  Tereion  of  the 
Psalms  be  provided  as  soon  as  practi<{able.  But,  inasmuch  as  various  ooUecdoiu 
of  Psalmody  are  used  in  the  different  churches,  a  change  in  that  respect  shall 
not  be  required. 

In  this  article  there  is,  first,  a  clear  statement  of  the  princi- 
ple which  all  parties  represented  in  the  Convention  hold,  with 
one  accord,  and  no  contradiction  of  the  distinctive  principle 
held  by  the  exclusive  Psalm-singers.  The  inspired  Psalms  of 
the  Old  Testament  are  not  obsolete  un^er  the  New  Dispensa- 
tion. They  were  sung  by  Christ  himself  and  his  Apostles. 
They  have  been  used  in  Christian  churches  through  all  the 
centuries.  They  ought  ever  to  be  used  in  worship.  Next,  the 
article  gives  a  gentle  suggestion  that  Bouse's  version,  thoagh 
dear  to  Scotch  Presbyterians  as  the  book  of  Common  Prayer 
to  English  Episcopalians,  is  not  absolutely  perfect  A  new  and 
faithful  version  is  represented  as  a  thing  to  be  desired.  Mean- 
while the  schism  is  to  be  got  rid  of  by  introducing  the  two 
principles  of  congregational  liberty  and  mutual  toleration. 

As  yet,  the  ulterior  results  which  the  Convention  seemed  to 
promise,  while  it  was  in  progress,  have  not  become  matters  of 
fact.  The  proposed  basis  of  union  has  not  superseded  the  ne- 
gotiations, which  were  already  far  advanced,  for  a  reunion  be- 
tween the  Old  School  and  New  School  branches.  Such  a 
result  would  have  opened  a  grand  chapter  in  the  history  of 
Presbyterianism.  In  a  general  union,  the  New  En^and  in- 
fluences which  are  still  so  powerful  in  the  New  School  body 
would  have  been  counterbalanced  by  the  perfenndt^m  ingm- 
um  Scotorum  contributed  by  the  United  Presbyterian  and  Ke 
formed  Presbyterian  sects.  In  such  a  union,  the  churches  of 
Dutch  origin,  with  their  special  traditions  and  their  heavily 
conservative  tendencies,  might  have  been  a  makeweight  to  se- 
cure the  equipoise  of  parties  and  to  keep  the  great  machine  of 
government  from  ending  in  a  crash.  But  nothing  like  that 
has  come  to  pass.  The  Dutch  churches,  henceforth  refusing 
to  be  called  by  that  name,  and  professing  to  be  simply  and 
purely  **  the  Keformed  Ohurch,"  entertain  no  thought  of  being 
absorbed  into  any  union  of  Presbyterian  sects,  but,  on  the  con- 
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trarj,  are  expecting  perhaps,  that  their  oi^anization  will  ab- 
sorb the  rest  In  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  sect,  disintegra- 
tion is  already  beginning  to  result.  Those  members  of  it  who, 
like  Mr.  Stuart  and  his  pastor,  Dr.  Wylie,  have  outgrown  its 
prodigious  narrowness,  and  from  whom  we  suppose  the  call 
for  the  Convention  came,  are  beginning  to  be  exscinded  for 
singing  hymns  and  holding  religions  communion  with  Hymn- 
singers,  and  will  soon  be  found  in  the  reunited  (not  the  United) 
Presbyterian  Church — if  the  proposed  reunion  shall  be  effected, 
or— if  there  be  no  reunion — in  the  Old  Scliool  branch.  The 
negotiations  for  reunion  were  in  some  respects  helped  forward 
by  the  debates  in  the  Convention.  Some  of  the  Old  School 
brethren  there,  and  particularly  Dr.  Hodge  of  Princeton,  ob- 
tained new  light,  and  were  convinced  that  the  New  School 
men,  when  they  solemnly  profess  to  "  receive  and  adopt  the 
Confession  of  Faith  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine  taught 
in  the  Scriptures,"  really  mean  what  they  say,  and  are  expected 
by  their  presbyteries  to  mean  much  more  than  they  say.  Two 
clauses  from  the  "  basis  of  union  "  proposed  by  the  Conven- 
tion were  incorporated  into  the  remodeled  "  terms  of  reunion  " 
by  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  General  Assemblies.  Op- 
position to  reunion  was  much  weakened  on  both  sides,  and 
especially  on  the  Old  School  side,  by  the  good  feeling  which 
was  diffused  in  all  directions  from  the  Convention.  It  has 
become  evident,  that  if  the  hope  of  Pampresbyterian  union 
under  one  supreme  judicature  is  ever  to  be  realized,  the  pro- 
cess must  begin  witbthe  reunion  of  the  two  great  branches. 

The  final  report  of  the  joint  committee  was  presented  to 
each  of  the  two  Assemblies  (which  met  this  year,  the  New 
School  at  Harrisbnrg,  and  the  Old  School  at  Albany,  on  the 
second  day  of  their  sessions),  the  22d  day'  of  May.  Few  of 
our  readers  need  to  be  informed  that  the  report,  after  much 
discussion  in  both  Assemblies,  was  approved  in  both, — ^in  the 
Old  School  by  a  large  majority  against  a  powerful  opposition, 
— in  the  New  School  unanimously,  or  rather  nemine  contradi- 
cente,  the  few  who  could  not  vote  affirmatively  having  been  ex- 
cused from  voting.  The  "terms  of  reunion,"  therefore,  are 
now  remitted  to  the  presbyteries  for  ratification  or  rejection ; 
and  if  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  each  General  Assembly 
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it  shall  appear  that  two-thirds  of  the  presbyteries  in  each  con- 
nection have  consented  to  the  plan,  the  reunion  will  be  de 
clared  complete ;  and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  one  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1870,  which  shall  be  neither  Old  School  nor 
New  School,  but  will  yet  be  considerably  less  than  Pampree- 
byterian. 

We  have  little  donbt  as  to  what  the  result  will  be.  At  the 
end  of  thirty-three  years  the  schism  of  1887  will  be  no  more. 
As  members  not  of  any  Presbyterian  schism,  greai  or  small, 
but  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Christ,  we  heartily  rejoice  in 
the  prospect.  The  original  separation — in  the  long  quarrel 
which  produced  it — in  the  measures  by  which  it  was  effected 
— in  the  sectarian  competition  which  it  made  inevitable— was 
a  great  scandal,  dishonorable  to  the  Christian  name.  The  con- 
tinued existence  of  two  great  sectarian  organizations  in  such 
relations  to  each  other,  both  acknowledging  the  same  doctrin- 
al standards,  both  having  the  same  form  of  government,  both 
using  ostentatiously  and  persistently  the  same  title — has  been 
a  continual  scandal.  We  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  move- 
ment, with  the  enthusiasm  on  both  sides  urging  it  forward,  in- 
dicates the  prevalence  of  the  evangelical  spirit,  and  of  Chrifit- 
ian  thought  and  feeling,  against  traditional  antipathy.  Onr 
hearty  desire  is  that  the  movement  may  proceed  till  the  re- 
stored "  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States "  shall 
have  drawn  all  the  minor  Presbyterian  sects  into  union  with 
itself— the  attraction  of  gravitation  toward  the  greater  body 
overcoming  the  projectile  force  of  organized  schism.  But  we 
must  be  allowed  to  say,  that,  after  that  consummation,  if 
history  is  philosophy  teaching  by  examples,  the  union  so  aofl- 
piciously  undertaken,  and  now  so  devoutly  expected,  will  be, 
at  the  longest,  not  much  more  permanent  than  the  separation 
has  been. 

This  is  not  an  agreeable  vaticination,  and  if  our  utterance 
of  it  were  likely  to  hinder  a  single  presbytery  from  ratiijing 
the  treaty  of  reunion,  we  would  even  be  silent.  But  we  are 
studying  an  instructive  chapter  of  ecclesiastical  history,  and 
we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  subject  without  a  little  more  atten- 
tion to  some  details  of  the  plan  on  which  the  reunion  is  to  be 
brought  about.     A  little  criticism  of  the  plan,  in  tbe  light 
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which  history  throws  upon  it,  will  show  why  we  think  that  the 
union,  with  whatever  shoots  of  £!Bto  perpettui  it  may  be 
inangnrated,  will  hardly  outlast  the  generation  that  is  making 
it. 

On  former  pages  (pp.  637-639)  we  have  given  a  sufficient  ab- 
stract of  the  plan  as  first  reported  by  the  joint  committee  in  1867. 
The  plan  as  now  snbmitted  for  ratification  differs  from  the 
first  report  in  only  a  few  particulars — ^the  most  important 
changes  being  a  modification  of  the  first  article,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  what  is  now  called  the  tenth  article,  giving  up  en- 
tirely to  the  Old  School  party  one  point  which  was  in  dispute 
before  the  separation.  In  the  New  School  Assembly,  that 
tenth  article,  stipulating  ^'  that  the  presbyteries  possess  the 
right  to  examine  ministers  applying  for  admission  from  other 
presbyteries,"  was  naturally  regarded  with  jealousy  and  aver- 
sion ;  but  we  do  not  anticipate  trouble  from  that  quarter. 
When  the  right  of  one  presbytery  to  examine  a  minister,  who 
comes  dismissed  and  commended  from  another  presbytery,  shall 
begin  to  be  used  for  annoyance  and  persecution,  that  will  not 
be  the  beginning  of  trouble.  The  trouble  will  have  begun 
long  before  in  the  existence  of  parties  '^  hateful  and  hating 
one  another."  We  see  the  elements  of  future  trouble  not  in 
the  stipulation  of  this  tenth  article,  but  in  the  jealousy  that 
demands  it,  and  in  the  responsive  jealousy  that  is  afraid  of  it. 
In  our  way  of  thinking  on  such  subjects,  nothing  is  more 
reasonable  than  that  the  members  of  a  presbytery  should  free- 
ly and  kindly  examine  any  minister  who  comes  to  them,  with 
whatever  credentials,  to  have  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  one  of  their  congr^ations  and  to  be  a  co-bishop  with  them 
in  their  joint  bishopric  over  all  their  churches.  The  relation 
between  him  and  them  must  have  mutual  confidence  for  its 
basis ;  and  our  experience  is  that  a  minister  coming  into  new 
relations,  as  a  pastor,  and  as  associated  with  neighboring  pas- 
tors, is  introduced  into  the  confidence  of  his  brethren  by  a 
friendly  examination,  sooner  and  more  effectually  than  he 
could  be  by  a  bale  of  written  credentials. 

It  is  in  the  many  and  careful,  yet  really  worthless,  stipula- 
tions of  the  first  article,  more  than  in  all  the  rest,  that  we  see 
a  cloud  much  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  rising  as  it  were  out 
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of  the  sea,  and  portending  a  tempest.  The  first  edition  of  it 
was  comparatively  unobjectionable  (p.  687);  for  it  only 
implied  that  charges  of  Antinomianism  and  Fatalism  on  one 
side,  and  of  Arminianism  and  Pelagianism  on  the  other,  had 
formerly  been  bandied  between  the  parties,  and  that  the  two 
bodies  now  recognize  each  other  as  honestly  and  fairly  accept- 
ing the  Confession  of  Faith.  The  new  edition,  by  trying  to 
mean  more,  enonmbers  itself  with  clauses  which  are  needless, 
if  the  parties  have  confidence  in  each  other,  but  which,  if  that 
mutaal  confidence  fails,  will  soon  prove  to  be  worthless.  It 
now  stands  thus : 

*'  The  reunion  shall  be  effected  on  the  doctrinal  and  ecclesiastical  basis  of  oar 
common  standards ;  the  Scriptares  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  shall  be  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  inspired  word  of  Qod,  and  the  only  in£sllible  role  of  fidth 
and  practice  ;  the  Confession  of  Faith  shall  continue  to  be  sincerely  received  and 
adopted  'as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures;'  it 
being  understood  that  this  Confession  is  received  in  its  proper,  historical—that 
is,  the  CalTinistic  or  Reformed — sense.  It  is  also  understood  that  yarioiu 
methods  of  viewing,  stating,  ezplaining,  and  illustrating  the  doctrines  of  tibs 
Confession,  which  do  not  impair  the  integrity  of  the  Reformed  or  Calvinistie 
system,  are  to  be  allowed  in  the  United  Church,  as  they  have  hitherto  been 
allowed  in  the  separate  Churches ;  and  the  Government  and  Discipline  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  shaU  be  approved  as  containing  the 
principles  and  rule  of  our  polity." 

We  assume  that  when  the  treaty  of  reunion  shall  have  been 
duly  ratified,  this  article  will  be  a  constitutional  rule,  binding 
all  judicatories  in  the  reunited  church— just  as  the  "  Four- 
teenth Amendment,"  having  been  ratified  by  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  States,  has  become  a  permanent  addition  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  Let  us  ask  then  what  it  means 
more  than  the  well  known  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  has  always  meant.  "What  will  be  its  worth  and  force 
in  a  new  conflict  of  theological  systems  ? 

1.  A  question  has  arisen  in  our  thoughts,  whether  the  clause 
(copied  from  the  Philadelphia  basis  of  union)  which  recognises 
the  Scriptures  as  "  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice," does  not,  in  fact,  derogate  somewhat  from  the  formerly 
exclusive  authority  of  the  Confession,  whether  it  does  not  im- 
ply that  the  Confession,  not  being  an  infallible  rule  of  faith  or 
practice,  may  contain  some  errors  which  were  not  corrected  by 
the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  in   1788,  and  that 
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therefore  an  appeal  may  be  taken,  at  any  time  and  on  any  par- 
ticular point  of  doctrine,  from  the  fallible  authority  of  the 
Oonfeesion  to  the  higher  and  infallible  authority  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. This  would  indeed  be  a  new  element  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian Constitution.  But  we  cannot  think  that  any  such  thing 
was  intended  by  the  joint  committee  or  by  either  Assembly. 
The  Old  School  party  would  not  permit  the  change.  The  New 
School  leaders,  if  they  dared  to  desire  it,  would  not  dare  to 
ask  for  it. 

2.  Was  it  ever  pretended  that  the  Confession  of  Faith  has 
more  than  one  sense  ?  The  Bible  has  been  represented  by 
Babbinical  and  mystical  interpreters  as  having  everywhere  a 
double  sense,  and  sometimes  as  having  beneath  its  obvious 
meaning  a  multiplicity  of  senses,  each  deeper  than  another ; 
but  we  never  heard  of  anybody  trying  to  find  a  double  sense 
in  the  Westminster  Confession.  Surely  "  the  proper  historical 
sense  "  of  that  document  is  the  only  sense  that  anybody  ever 
dreamed  of  finding  in  it.  How  much,  then,  is  the  explanation 
worth  when  the  man  who  ''sincerely  receives  and  adopts  the 
Confession  of  Faith  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrines 
taught  in  the  Scriptures,"  proceeds  to  say  that  he  receives  it 
''  in  its  proper  historical  sense  ?"  And  when  the  farther  ex- 
planation is  added  that  in  his  sincere  belief  the  "  proper  his- 
torical sense  "  is  also  "  the  Reformed  or  Cal  vinistic  sense,"  how 
much  more  does  anybody  know  about  the  man's  orthodoxy? 
Was  any  man  ever  known  to  deny  or  doubt  that  the  theo- 
logical system  in  the  Westminster  Confession  is  the  Reformed 
or  Calvinistic  system?  Have  not  the  New  School  Presbyteri- 
ans always  professed — both  before  and  since  the  excision— to 
be  Calvinists?  Can  any  divine  of  that  party  be  named — living 
or  dead — who  has  not  always  regarded  himself  as  holding  all 
that  is  essential  to  Calvinism  ?  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  was  prose- 
cuted for  the  sin  of  hypocrisy  and  falsehood  in  pretending  to 
receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  of  Faith.  Would  his  prose- 
cutors have  been  silenced  and  satisfied,  if  he  had  declared,  with 
all  possible  solemnity,  that  he  received  it  "  in  its  proper  histori- 
cal— that  is,  the  Calvinistic  or  Reformed — sense  ?"  We  doubt 
not  that  when  Prof.  Henry  B.  Smith  moved  and  carried  the 
introduction  of  that  clause  into  the  Pampresbyterian  basis  of 
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union,  he  really  thought  he  was  doing  something  that  onght 
to  satisfy  somebody,  and  perhaps  everybody.  But  when  we 
find  the  same  clause  gravely  inserted  into  the  terms  of  Old 
School  and  New  School  reunion — whether  as  a  new  defense  of 
orthodoxy  or  as  a  security  for  liberty  and  peace — we  must  be 
allowed  to  ask,  What  is  it  worth  ?  What  is  there  that  can 
possibly  be  expected  to  come  of  it? 

3.  Is  there  any  solid  value  in  the  added  stipulation,  ^'  that 
various  methods  of  viewing,  stating,  explaining,  and  illustra- 
ting the  doctrines  of  the  Confession,  which  do  not  impair  the 
integrity  of  the  Reformed  or  Oalmnistic  system^  are  to  be  al- 
lowed in  the  United  Church,  as  they  have  hitherto  been  allow- 
ed in  the  separate  Churches  ?"  Who  is  to  be  the  authoritative 
interpreter  of  this  compact?  Where  is  the  court  of  last  re- 
sort ?  If  it  be  alleged  that  Prof.  Smith's  "  method  of  view- 
ing, stating,  explaining,  and  illustrating  the  doctrines  of  the 
Confession,"  is  not  one  of  those  methods  "  which  do  not  im- 
pair the  integrity  of  the  Reformed  or  Calvinistic  system,"  how 
is  the  question  to  be  decided  ?  The  fact  that  his  theology,  in- 
asmuch as  he  has  never  been  judicially  censured  for  teaching 
it,  "  has  hitherto  been  allowed  "  in  the  New  School  Church,  is 
by  no  means  conclusive,  even  if  it  be  admitted  as  true;  for 
the  question  to  be  decided  will  be  whether  his  theology  im- 
pairs the  integrity  of  Calvinism.  Neither  of  the  two  parties 
to  this  ti*eaty  is  to  survive  the  ratification  of  it.  Neither  of 
them  will  have  any  rights  under  it,  or  any  concern  in  the 
execution  of  it.  There  will  be  no  New  School  Assembly  to 
protest  that  Prof.  Smith's  theology  is  guarded  by  the  terms  of 
reunion,  or  in  any  way  to  stand  between  him  and  the  more 
formidable  General  Assembly,  which  the  treaty  once  ratified 
will  have  called  into  being.  If  that  ''supreme  judicatory" 
shall  decide  that  his  theology  "  impairs  the  integrity  of  the 
Reformed  or  Calvinistic  system,"  what  appeal  will  there  be  for 
him  and  his  friends,  or  what  redress? 

4.  We  ask,  then,  whether  it  is  expected  that  this  treaty,  if 
ratified,  will  extinguish  the  old  Scotch  breed  of  heresy-hunters. 
Dr.  George  Junkin,  the  prosecutor  of  Mr.  Barnes — the  same 
who  in  the  Philadelphia  Convention  would  have  made  a 
powerful  argument  against  organic  reunion,  had  he  not  been 
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choked  off  by  the  **fi)je  minutes'  rule,"— a  truly  good  man,  we 
believe,  notwithstanding  his  ecclesiastical  litigiousness— has 
gone  from  the  church  militant.  Dr.  Joshua  L.  Wilson,  the 
prosecutor  of  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  rested  from  his  labors  long 
ago.  The  men  who  prosecuted  Dr.  Duffleld — we  have  for- 
gotten them.  But  are  there  no  more  of  the  same  sort  ?  The 
debates  on  this  very  question  of  reunion,  in  the  late  General 
Assembly  at  Albany,  are  extremely  suggestive  of  what  may 
happen  when  the  reunion  shall  have  been  consummated.  Take 
this  passage  as  a  significant  specimen.  We  quote  from  a  sum- 
mary in  the  American  Presbyterian  of  June  18. 

"Dr.  Montfort  [a  member  of  the  joint  committer,  and  a  leading  advocate  of 
rennion,  replying  to  a  statement  by  Dr.  Backus,  of  Baltimore]  said, '  A  member 
of  the  committee  said  to  him  that  he  was  unwilling  to  accept  any  basis  which 
tolerated  the  views  of  Mr.  Barnes,  whom  he  declared  a  representative  man  In 
the  New  School  body,  and  whose  views  he  declared  as  extensively  prevalent  as 
those  of  any  other  man  in  that  connection.  He  (Dr.  Montfort)  replied  that  he 
thought  Mr.  Barnes  held  the  governmental  theory  of  the  atonement;  that  h.e 
could  not  consent  to  open  the  doors  for  its  propagation;  and  that  if  the  basis  was 
to  be  thus  interpreted  he  could  go  no  further  in  this  matter  of  reunion.  To  thU 
it  vKu  replied  hy  our  New  School  brethrm,  that  Mr,  Barnes  vku  not  a  repreunta- 
tive  man  among  them.  They  gave  evidence  that  hie  t>t«o»  M  not  prevail  to  any 
eonaiderable  extent  among  them,*  ** 

Will  not  the  way  be  open,  then,  for  some  successor  of  Dr. 
Junkin  to  renew  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Barnes,  if  the  life  of 
that  beloved  and  honored  servant  of  Christ  shall  be  extended 
into  the  millennial  era  of  reunion  ?  Who  can  tell  us  that  Dr. 
Junkin  will  have  no  successor  ?  It  ^ems  that  even  in  the  joint 
committee  there  was  an  explicit  understanding  that  "  the 
governmental  theory  of  the  atonement,"  as  held  by  Mr. 
Barnes,  may  be  counted  among  those  "  methods  of  viewing, 
stating,  explaining,  and  illustrating  the  doctrines  of  the  Con- 
fession," which  "  impair  the  integrity  "  of  Calvinism.  Surely 
the  creed  of  heresy-hunters  is  not  likely  to  become  extinct 
among  men,  to  whose  thought  "  the  Reformed  or  Calvinistic 
system  "  is  so  narrow  and  so  fragile. 

5.  We  have  shown  that  while  we  regard  the  expected  re- 
union as  certain,  and  rejoice  in  the  certainty,  we  do  not  regard 
the  stipulations  and  formal  agreement  in  the  first  article  of  the 
terms  of  reunion  as  being  of  any  value.  What  then  is  really 
the  ground  on  which  these  two  organizations  are  to  be  merged 
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in  one?  To  ns  the  reunion  seems  to  be  taking  place  simply 
on  this  ground ;  the  majoritj  of  each  organization  has  confi- 
dence in  the  majority  of  the  other.  We  believe  that  the  ma- 
tnal  confidence  is  not  unreasonable.  The  theological  rancor  that 
raged  in  so  many  of  the  Old  School  clergy  thirty  years  ago, 
and  in  so  many  of  the  laity  under  their  influence,  is  much 
abated.  Among  the  younger  men,  and  especially  among  those 
who  are  most  efficient  in  the  proper  work  of  the  ministry, 
many,  we  believe,  have  unconsciously  gained  more  freedom  in 
their  way  of  thinking  and  of  preaching,  than  was  character- 
istic of  that  party  in  the  time  of  the  excision.  The  sides  and 
angles  of  the  old  triangle  are  less  conspicuous.  We  believe 
that  the  great  Christian  doctrine  of  an  (sUmomeni,  not  for  the 
elect  only,  but  for  the  whole  world — a  doctrine  which  is  the 
gospel,  though  it  happens  not  to  be  named  in  the  Confession  of 
Faith — the  doctrine  which  some  men  would  stigmatize  by 
calling  it  *'  the  governmental  theory  " — is  gradually  displacing, 
in  Old  School  pulpits,  the  narrow  and  hampering  doctrine  of 
a  literal  redemption  by  bargain  and  sale,  or  of  an  exact  satis- 
faction for  the  sins  of  the  elect,  with  no  full  and  free  salvation 
provided  for  all.  We  believe  that  perhaps  the  majority  of 
preachers  in  those  pulpits  to-day  regard  the  gospel  as  a  verit- 
able power,  which,  by  the  grace  of  the  awakening  and  quicken- 
ing Spirit,  may  become  in  any  human  soul  the  power  of  God 
to  salvation.  It  might  be  rash  to  say  that  there  is  now  as 
much  of  the  New  School  gospel  in  the  Old  School  branch,  as 
there  was  in  the  undivided  Presbyterian  Church,  when  Barnes 
and  Beecher  were  tried  for  heresy ;  but  we  are  confident  that 
not  only  the  professors  in  the  New  School  Seminary  at  New 
York  (one  of  whom  is  a  member  of  an  Old  School  presbytery), 
but  the  professors  at  Auburn  and  at  Walnnt  Hills,  might 
preach  to  Old  School  congregations  by  the  year,  and  not  be 
suspected  of  heresy.  At  the  same  time,  there  have  been  some 
corresponding  changes  in  the  way  of  thinking  and  preaching 
on  the  other  side  of  the  line.  Not  a  few  Old  School  mini- 
sters, we  believe,  have  passed  over  to  "  the  other  branch,"  not 
because  of  any  change  in  their  theology,  but  only  for  conven- 
ience. Probably  some  New  School  ministers  have  affected  the 
obsolescent  phraseology  which  is  regarded  in  some  quarters  as 
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the  only  orthodoxy.  Generally,  if  we  mistake  not,  the  preach- 
ing is  less  controversial — less  argumentative  against  '^  limited 
atonement "  and  "  natural  inability  " — than  in  the  former 
time.  Thus  it  is  that  the  reunion  is  taking  place  on  the 
ground  of  a  mutual  confidence  already  established  between 
the  majority  of  one  party  and  the  majority  of  the  other. 

Why  then  will  not  the  union  be  permanent  ?  Why  may 
not  the  Presbyterian  Church,  thus  reconstructed,  absorb  into 
itself  all  the  sects,  and  become  "  the  church  of  the  future,"  so 
long  expected  t  There  is  no  need  of  showing  why.  It  is 
enough  that  the  history  of  Presbyterianism,  in  Scotland,  in 
Ireland,  and  in  America  (to  say  nothing  of  Australia),  is  a 
history  of  controversies  and  litigations  ending  in  organic 
schisms.  Let  others  explain  how  this  has  happened  in  each 
successive  instance,  and  demonstrate  to  their  own  satisfaction 
that  it  ought  not  to  have  happened.  The  uniformity  of  the 
phenomenon  is  enough  for  us.  What  has  been,  will  be.  It  is 
true  that,  in  one  sense,  '*  history  never  repeats  itself;"  but  it  is 
equally  true  that,  in  another  sense,  history  is  always  repeating 
itself.  When  a  certain  machine  has  exploded  ten  times,  and 
has  been  ten  times  reconstructed  on  precisely  the  same  model, 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  explode  the  eleventh 
time.  We  say  nothing  to  disparage  the  usefulness  of  the 
Presbyterian  machine.  All  honor  to  the  contrivers  of  it  for 
the  good  which  it  has  done  I  But  as  we  see  our  good  brethren 
of  the  Old  School  and  New  School  branches  toiling  with  much 
din  of  hammers  and  rivets  to  reconstruct,  without  any  addition- 
al safety  valve,  the  huge  machine  which  exploded  in  1887,  we 
cannot  share  their  confidence  that  there  will  never  be  another 
explosion. 
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abticlb  n.— life  in  the  argentine  republic  in 

THE  DAYS  OF  THE  TYRANTS. 

Life  in  the  Argentine  RepiMic  in  the  Day  a  of  the  Tyrants; 
OTj  Oi/oilization  and  Banrbarism,  From  the  Spanish  of 
Domingo  F.  Sabmiento,  LL.  D.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Argentine  Republic  to  the  United  States,  with  a 
Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Author,  by  Mrs.  Horace  Maiw. 
[First  American  from  the  third  Spanish  edition.]  New 
York:  Published  by  Hurd  &  Houghton.  Cambridge: 
Riverside  Press.  1868.  Crown  8vo.,  pp.  xxxvL  400. 
Portrait. 

If  wise  men's  coins  are  fool's  counters,  so  it  is  often  poeeible 
to  put  the  stamp  of  wisdom  on  some  base  popular  phrase,  and 
maJ^e  it  answer  a  good  purpose  as  an  instrument  of  association. 
Thus  the  cry,  "  America  for  Americans,"  may  be  recognized  as 
a  sound  political  dogma  the  moment  we  interpret  it  by  a  defi- 
nition of  Americans,  which  includes  all  who  have  faith  in 
America ;  and  the  old  watchword,  "  Manifest  Destiny,"  cast 
aside  when  signifying  a  greedy  materialism,  may  be  taken  up 
anew  and  made  fairly  to  represent  the  growing  ascendency  of 
American  ideas  of  civil  liberty.  Whether  it  be  the  destiny  of 
the  CTnited  States,  like  the  famous  magnet,  to  draw  the  bolts 
from  all  the  ships  of  state  floating  in  American  waters,  there 
can  be  no  question  that  the  existence  of  a  republic  witL  a 
political  life  formulated  in  a  written  constitution,  is  modifying 
the  character  of  other  nationalities  as  a  mere  Utopia  never 
could  do,  and  that  all  forms  of  government,  however  remote 
from  the  republican,  are  subjected  to  the  influence  which  it  is 
the  manifest  destiny  of  a  working  idea  to  exert. 

But  it  is  our  purpose  here  only  to  illustrate  the  general 
truth  by  a  single  example,  and  to  show  something  of  the  kind 
of  life  led  by  an  unimportant  state  of  South  America  in  its 
attempt  to  realize  within  its  territory  the  ideas  of  republican 
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government  set  in  motion  by  the  snccees  of  the  United  States ; 
nor  can  it  be  without  advantage  to  ns  to  see  onrselves  reflected 
in  this  mirror,  and  to  get  some  oblique  light  cast  upon  our 
American  civil  liberty  from  the  image  set  up  on  those  South 
American  plains. 

It  is  not  clainnnsd,  indeed,  that  the  Argentine  Bepublic  owes 
its  existence  and  form  solely  to  the  example  set  by  the  "United 
States,  for  the  connection  between  the  Spanish  colonies  and 
Spain,  France,  and  £ngland,  has  always  permitted  the  admis- 
sion of  European  ideas,  even  the  ideas  of  extremists  among 
European  republicans,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  impetus  given 
to  all  the  unsteady  South  American .  Republics  was  mainly 
commpnicated  almost  directly  from  the  powerful  presence  of  a 
great  existing  republic  on  the  same  side'  of  the  Atlantic,  in 
some  cases  actual  contact  making  it  impossible  to  resist  the 
influence.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  been  the 
copy-book  example  which,  with  frequent  smears  of  the  page, 
they  have  endeavored  to  imitate,  their  hands  cramped  from 
nnfamiliarity  with  the  task. 

But  the  written  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  not  the 
power  which  creates  and  sustains  the  life  of  our  republic,  and 
the  most  exact  imitation  of  the  letter  of  that  instrument  would 
only  seem  to  render  more  certain  the  political  death  of  any 
country  which  had  not  that  current  of  republican  life  in  its 
veins,  which  could  assimilate  this  political  nutriment.  The 
conditions  of  life  in  the  Argentine  Eepublic,  when  the  Spanish 
viceroyal  was  deposed  in  1809,  were  by  no  means  the  same  as 
those  presented  in  the  thirteen  colonies  of  America  at  the 
Declaration  of  Independence ;  nor  is  the  political  character  of 
the  country,  after  nearly  sixty  years  of  real  and  fictitious  re- 
publicanism, so  fixed  but  that  casual  observers  might  question 
the  force  of  republican  institutions,  as  here  exhibited.  Never- 
theless, we  think  it  will  appear  in  the  issue  that  ideas  have  not 
lost  their  power  even  here,  and  that  this  republic,  struggling 
after  a  realization  to  itself  of  ideas  which  had  been  wrought 
out  under  other  conditions,  was  attaining  a  stronger  life,  and 
has  to-day  achieved  a  higher  rank  among  states  than  would 
have  been  possible  under  any  colonial  pupilage  which  would 
have  spared  it  autonomic  labor;  and  an  examination  of  the 
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problems  which  are  now  vexing  the  young  ropabUc  will  show 
a  singular  likeness  to  the  important  questions  arising  within 
our  own  nation. 

If  the  Argentine  Republic  is  ever  to  be  a  great  nation,  it 
will  possess  a  commensurate  physical  greatness.  High  mono- 
tains  bound  it  on  the  west,  a  vast  river  systen* separates  it  from 
Brazil  on  the  east,  and  its  entire  extent  is  a  vast  plain. 

<i  Immenaity  ia  the  uniyersal  cbanoteriBtio  of  the  oonntry :  the  plaias,  the 
woods,  the  liyen,  are  all  Immenee ;  and  the  horizon  ia  alwaya  undefined,  always 
loet  in  haze  and  delicate  vapors  which  forbid  the  eye  to  mark  the  point  in  the 
distant  perspective,  where  the  land  ends  and  the  sky  begins  On  the  south  and 
on  the  noHh  are  savages  ever  on  the  watch,  who  take  advantage  of  the  mooo- 
ligfat  nights  to  fall  like  packs  of  hyenas  upon  the  herds  in  their  pastures,  sad 
upon  the  defenselees  settlements.  When  the  solitary  caravan  of  wagons,  as  it 
sluggishly  traverses  the  pampas,  haltfl  for  a  short  period  of  rest,  the  men  in 
charge  of  it,  grouped  around  their  scanty  fire,  turn  their  eyes  mecbanieally 
towards  the  south  upon  the  faintest  whisper  of  the  wind  among  the  dry  grtsa, 
and  gase  into  the  deep  darkness  of  the  night,  in  search  of  the  sinister  visages  of 
the  savage  horde,  which,  at  any  moment,  approaching  unperceived,  may  soxprise 
them.  If  no  sound  reaches  their  ears,  if  their  sight  fails  to  pierce  the  gloomy 
veil  which  covers  the  silent  wilderness,  they  direct  their  eyee,  before  entu«ly 
dismissing  their  apprehensions,  to  the  ears  of  any  horse  standing  within  th« 
firelight,  to  see  if  they  are  priced  np  or  toned  carelessly  backwards.  Then 
they  resume  their  interrupted  conversation,  or  put  into  their  mouths  llie  faslf- 
scorched  pieces  of  dried  beef  on  which  they  subsist  When  not  fearful  of  the 
approach  of  the  savage,  the  plainsman  has  equal  cause  to  dread  the  keen  eyei  of 
the  tiger  or  the  viper  beneath  his  feet." 

One  general  character  of  flat,  unbroken  country  predom- 
inates ;  the  mountain  groups  in  the  centre,  and  some  project- 
ing spurs  of  the  Andes  toward  the  north,  scarcely  interrupting 
the  monotony.  Sometimes,  as  in  the  north,  immense  forests 
spread  for  days  and  days  of  travel;  sometimes  the  plain  is 
covered  only  with  stinted  bushes,  changing  into  belts  of  trees 
by  the  river  courses,  and  again  a  smooth  velvet-like  surfiace 
stretches,  as  if  illimitable,  toward  the  south.  The  countiy 
may  be  traversed  by  lieavy  wagons,  with  scarcely  an  obstacle 
for  hundreds  of  leagues,  and  this  ease  of  conveyance  is  dupli- 
cated by  the  broad  system  of  navigable  rivers  which  come 
together  in  the  east  from  all  parts  of  the  horizon,  to  form  the 
Plata,  flowing  into  the  sea  past  the  cities  of  Buenos  Ayres  and 
Montevideo.  It  is  this  river  system  that  seems  to  hold  the 
latent  greatness  of   the  country.     Broad  streams,  flowing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


,  1868.]  In  the  I>aysqftAe  Tyrants. 

throngh  richest  plains,  that  have  borne  along  floating  tmnks 
of  trees  and  idle  boughs,  must  snrelj  one  day  bear  great 
navies.  Cities  are  washed  by  their  waters,  and  yet  the  in- 
habitants turn  away  from  the  great  avenues,  and,  mounting 
their  horses,  ride  slowly  over  the  broad,  trackless  plains. 
Neither  the  Spaniard  who  found  the  country,  nor  the  natives 
who  roamed  over  the  plains  had  any  sailor  instincts.  The  plains 
were  the  country,  the  rivers  only  obstructions,  to  be  crossed 
when  necessary,  by  plunging  in  and  riding  the  swimming 
horse  from  island  to  island,  until  the  other  side  was  reached. 

The  country  here,  as  elsewhere,  determines  the  man.  He 
has  had  no  great  obstacles  to  contend  against,  and  thereby  to 
gain  mastery  over  himself  also;  nature  has  lavished  her 
abundance  on  him,  and  so  long  as  no  other  force  than  nature 
enters  into  his  daily  life,  so  long  will  he  continue  to  be  the  idle 
slave  of  his  own  servant.  Hence  it  is  that  there  is  no  real 
community  of  life.  Men  roam  over  the  plains  as  unhampered 
by  social  and  legal  restraints,  as  their  cattle  are  unchecked  by 
fences  and  enclosures.  They  lead  a  nomad  lite,  more  nearly 
approaching  that  of  the  Arabs  than  any  other  of  the  American 
Indian  races ;  and  the  characteristics  of  Arab  society  are  here 
reprodnced,  for  here  as  there  the  simplest  relation  obtains — 
that  of  a  chief  and  followers.  Nor  are  the  moral  character- 
istics, so  far  as  they  are  determined  by  natural  conditions,  very 
different  from  those  observable  among  Arab  or  Tartar  tribes. 
Ool.  Sarmiento  describes  a  scene  which  he  once  witnessed, 
"  worthy,"  as  he  says,  **  of  the  primitive  ages  of  the  world 
which  preceded  the  institution  of  the  priesthood." 

"In  1S88 1  happened  to  be  in  the  Sierra  de  San  Luie,  al  the  house  of  a  pro- 
prietor whose  two  faTorite  oecnpatlonB  were  saying^  prayers  and  gambling.  He 
had  boilt  a  ohapel  where  be  used  to  pray  through  the  rosary  on  Sunday  after- 
noons, to  supply  the  want  of  a  priest,  and  of  the  public  dirine  eerrioe  of  which 
the  place  had  been  destitute  for  many  years.  It  was  a  Homeric  picture :  the 
son  declining  to  the  i^^ »  the  sheep  retinming  to  the  fold,  and  rending  the  air 
with  their  confused  bleatings;  the  service  conducted  by  the  master  of  the  house, 
a  man  of  sixty,  with  a  noble  ooontenanoe,  in  which  the  pnre  Bnropeao  race  was 
evident  in  the  white  skin,  bine  eyes,  and  wide  and^  open  forehead ;  while  the  re- 
sponses were  made  by  a  dozen  women  and  eome  yonng  men,  whose  imperfectly 
broken  horses  were  fiMrtened  near  the  door  of  the  chapel.  Alter  finishing  the 
rosary,  he  fervently  offered  np  his  own  petitions.  I  never  heard  a  voice  fidler  of 
pious  fooling,  nor  a  prayer  of  pnrer  warmth,  of  firmer  foith,  of  greater  beauty, 
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or  better  adapted  to  the  circumstanoes,  than  that  whioh  he  uttered.  In  this 
prayer  he  besought  God  to  grant  rain  for  the  fields,  fruitfulness  for  the  herds  sod 
flocks,  peace  for  the  republic,  and  safety  for  all  wayfarers.  I  readily  shed  tean, 
and  wept  even  with  sobs,  for  the  religious  sentiments  had  been  awakened  in  my 
soul  to  intensity,  and  like  an  unknown  sensation,  for  I  nerer  witnessed  a  more 
religious  scene.  I  seemed  to  be  living  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  in  his  preience, 
in  that  of  God,  and  of  the  nature  which  reveals  Him.  The  voice  of  that  sincere 
and  pure-minded  man  made  all  my  nerves  vibrate,  and  penetrated  to  my  inmoet 
souL"— Pp.  18, 19. 

The  edacation  of  the  gaucho^  as  the  Argentine  plainsman 
with  Spanish  language  is  called,  is  what  grows  from  the  tussle 
of  man  and  brute.  Isolated  almost  from  his  fellows,  he  spends 
his  time  among  bulls  and  the  beasts  of  the  pampas.  He 
acquires  an  eye  quick  to  see,  a  hand  quick  to  move,  and  an 
ear  able  to  detect  the  faintest  rustle  of  his  enemy  in  the  bush. 
There  have  arisen,  indeed,  out  of  this  peculiar  life,  certain  dis- 
tinct occupations,  marked  by  extraordinary  powers  of  sense, 
as  if  man,  using  nature  as  the  tiger  and  the  fox  use  it,  had  been 
*  rewarded  by  the  keen  sight  and  hearing  and  quick  intelligence 
of  roving  animals.  Of  these  occupations,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  is  that  of  the  Bastreador  or  track  finder. 

'*  All  the  ganchos  of  the  Interior  are  Rastreadores.    In  snch  extensive  plsini, 

where  paths  and  lines  of  travel  cross  eaoh  other  in  all  directions,  and  where  the 

pastures  in  whioh  the  herds  feed  are  unfenoed,  it  is  necessary  often  to  follow  th« 

I  tracks  of  an  animal,  and  to  distinguish  them  among  a  thousand  others,  and  to 

know  whether  it  was  going  at  an  easy  or  a  rapid  pace,  at  liberty  or  led,  ladeo  or 

i  carrying  no  weight. 

I  ^  "This  is  a  generally  understood  branch  of  household  knowledge.    I  once  hap- 

pened to  turn  out  of  a  by-way  into  the  Buenos  Ayres  road,  and  my  guide,  £;dIow- 
ing  the  usual  practice,  oast  a  look  at  the  ground.    '  There  was  a  very  nice  Utile 
I  Moorish  mule  in  that  train/  said  he,  directly.    'D.  N.  Zapata^s  it  was — she  ii 

\  good  for  the  saddle,  and  it  is  very  plain  she  was  saddled  this  time;  they  west 

I  by  yesterday.'    The  man  was  traveling  from  the  Sierra  de  San  Luis,  while  tbe 

'  train  had  passed  on  its  way  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  it  was  a  year  since  he  had 

i  seen  the  Moorish  mule,  whose  track  was  mixed  up  wiih  thoae  of  a  whole  train  ii 

I  a  path  two  feet  wide.    And  this  seemingly  incredible  tale  only  illnstrates  the 

common  degree  of  skill : — the  guide  was  a  mere  herdsman,  and  no  professioosJ 
I  Rastreador. 

I  "  The  Rastreador  proper  is  a  grave,  drcnrntpect  personage,  whose  dedarations 

are  considered  conclnsiYe  evidence  in  the  inferior  courts.    Consciousness  of  tbe 

\  knowledge  he  possesses  givee  him  a  certain  reserved  and  mysterious  digsity. 

Every  one  treats  him  with  respect;  the  poor  man  beeause  he  fears  to  offand  one 

I  who  might  injure  him  by  a  slander  or  an  aocosation ;  and  the  proprietor  beeaoee 

of  the  possible  value  of  his  testimony.    A  theft  has  been  oommitted  daring  the 
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night ;  no  one  knows  anything  of  it ;  the  victims  of  it  hasten  to  look  for  one  of 
the  robber's  footprints,  and  on  finding  it,  they  cover  it  with  something  to  keep 
the  wind  from  disturbing  it.  They  then  send  for  the  Rastreador,  who  detects 
the  track  and  follows  it,  only  occasionally  looking  at  the  ground  as  if  his  eyes 
saw  in  full  relief  the  ftwtsteps  invisible  to  others.  He  follows  the  course  of  the 
streets,  crosses  gardens,  enters  a  house,  and  pointing  to  a  man  whom  be  finds 
there,  says,  coldly,  '  That  is  he  ! '  The  crime  is  proved,  and  the  criminal  seldom 
denies  the  charge.  In  his  estimation,  even  more  than  in  that  of  the  judge,  the 
Rastreador's  deposition  is  a  positive  demonstration ;  it  would  be  ridiculous  and 
absurd  to  dispute  it"— Pp.  82,  83. 

But,  perhap8,  an  even  more  noticeable  character  is  the 
Baqneano,  or  Path-finder.  He  is  a  top<»grapher  whose  maps 
are  in  his  head,  who  has  surveyed  the  country  with  an  eye  as 
nnerring  in  its  estimate  of  distance  and  direction,  as  if  it  were 
a  human  instrument !  He  knows  the  country  as  tlioroughly  as 
a  pilot  knows  the  harbor  where  he  plies  his  vocation,  and  in 
time  of  war  his  wonderfully  accurate  knowledoje  makes  him 
indispensbale  to  the  general,  who  with  his  aid  may  dispense 
with  maps. 

"  Conceive  the  situation  of  a  commander  condemned  to  be  attended  by  a  trai- 
tor, from  whom  he  has  to  obtain  the  information  without  which  he  canoot  suc- 
ceed. A  Baqueano  finds  a  little  path  crossing  the  road  which  he  is  following  ; 
he  knows  to  what  distant  watering-place  it  leads.  If  he  finds  a  thousand  such 
pathR,  some  of  them  even  a  hundred  leagues  apart,  he  is  acquainted  with  each, 
and  knows  whence  it  comes  and  whither  it  goes.  He  knows  the  hidden  fords  of 
a  hundred  rivers  and  streams,  above  or  below  the  ordinary  places  of  crossing. 
He  can  point  out  a  convenient  path  through  a  hundred  distinct  and  extensive 
swampv. 

*'  In  the  deepest  darkness  of  the  night,  surrounded  by  boundless  plains  or  by 
forests,  while  bis  companions  are  astray  and  at  a  loss,  he  rides  round  them  inspect- 
ing the  treed ;  if  there  are  none,  be  dismounts  and  stoops  to  examine  the  shrubs, 
and  satisfies  himself  of  his  points  of  compass.  He  then  mounts  and  reassures 
his  party  by  saying,  '  We  are  in  a  straight  line  from  snch  a  place,  so  many 
leagues  from  the  houses ;  we  must  travel  southwards.'  And  he  sets  out  in  the 
direction  he  has  indicated,  without  uneasiness,  without  hurrying  to  confirm  his 
judgment  by  arriving  at  the  town,  and  without  answering  the  objections  sug- 
gested to  the  others  by  fear  or  bewilderment. 

**  If  even  this  is  insufiScient,  or  if  he  finds  himself  upon  the  pampa  in  impene- 
trable darkness,  he  pulls  up  herbs  from  different  places,  smells  their  roots  and 
the  earth  about  them,  chews  their  foliage,  and  by  often  repeating  this  proceed- 
ing, assures  himself  of  the  neighborhood  of  some  lake  or  stream,  either  of  salt  or 
of  fresh  water,  of  which  he  avails  himself  upon  finding  it,  to  set  himself  exactly 
right.  It  is  said  that  General  Rosas  knows  the  pasturage  of  every  estate  in  the 
south  of  Buenos  Ay  res  by  its  taste. 

"  If  the  Baqueano  belongs  to  the  pampa,  where  no  roads  exist,  and  a  traveler 
asks  him  to  show  the  way  straight  to  a  place  fifty  leagues  off,  he  pauses  a  mo. 
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ment,  reconnoitres  the  horizon,  examines  the  gronnd,  fixes  his  eyee  upon  some 
point,  and  gallops  off  straight  as  an  arrow,  until  he  changes  his  ooarse  for  rea- 
sons known  only  to  himself,  and  keeps  up  his  gallop  day  and  night  till  be  arriTes 
at  the  place  named/' — pp.  86,  87. 

Another  type  of  character,  rather  occasioaal  than  profession- 
al, is  the  Gaucho  Outlaw,  who  yet  appears  so  frequently,  that 
he  may  be  said  to  belong  to  a  class.  ETe  is  one  who  has  passed 
out  of  even  the  small  power  of  law  which  has  a  hold  upon 
other  ganchos,  with  his  hand  against  every  man,  (especially 
against  the  white  inan.  The  lawful  gauchos  regarding  him 
rather  with  dread  and  fear  than  hatred,  and  sharing  in  his  hos- 
tility to  the  whites,  harbor  him  when  he  comes  amongst  them. 
If  he  happens  to  fall  in  with  soldiers,  he  exhibits  no  fear,  bat 
making  himself  one  with  his  horse,  sets  upon  them,  slashes 
right  and  left,  and  lying  stretched  on  his  horse's  back  to  avoid 
the  bullets  sent  after  him,  rides  off  into  the  wilderness. 

"  This  white-skinned  savage  at  war  with  society  and  proscribed  by  the  laws,  ii 
no  more  depraved  at  heart  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlements.  The  reckless 
outlaw  who  attacks  a  whole  troop,  does  no  harm  to  the  traveler.  The  gaocho 
outlaw  is  no  bandit,  or  highwayman  ;  murderous  assaults  do  not  suit  his  temper, 
as  robbery  would  not  suit  the  character  of  the  churriador  (sheep-stealer).  To 
be  sure,  he  steals  ;  but  this  is  his  profession,  his  trade,  his  science.  He  steals 
horses.  He  arrives,  for  instance,  at  the  camp  of  a  train  from  the  interior ;  its 
master  offers  to  buy  of  him  a  horse  of  some  unusual  color,  of  a  particuhir  shape 
and  quality,  with  a  white  star  on  his  shoulder.  The  gaucho  ooUects  his  thoughts, 
considers  a  moment,  and  replies  after  a  short  silence:  *  There  is  no  such  horse 
alive.'  What  thoughts  have  been  passing  through  the  gaucho's  mind  ?  In  that 
moment  his  memory  has  traversed  a  thousand  estates  upon  the  pampa ;  has  seen 
and  examined  every  horse  in  the  province,  with  its  marks,  color,  and  special 
traits,  and  he  has  convinced  himself  that  not  one  of  them  has  a  btar  on  its 
shoulder;  some  have  one  on  their  foreheads,  others  have  white  spots  on  their 
haunches.  Is  this  power  of  memory  amazing!  No !  Napoleon  knew  two  hao- 
dred  thousand  soldiem  by  name,  and  remembered,  when  he  saw  anyone  of  them 
aU  the  facts  relating  to  him.  Therefore,  if  nothing  impossible  is  required  of  him. 
the  gaucho  will  deliver  upon  a  designated  day  and  spot,  just  such  a  horse  a«  has 
been  asked  for,  and  with  no  less  punctuality  if  he  has  been  paid  in  adraoce. 
His  honor  is  as  sensitive  upon  this  point  as  that  of  a  gambler  about  his 
debts."— pp.  40,  41. 

Something  has  been  hinted  in  these  descriptions  of  the  strong 
poetic  side  of  Argentine  character.  The  Indian  of  romance  al- 
most seems  to  appear  actually  on  the  scene  when  we  look  at 
the  gaucho.  The  story  teller  and  the  minstrel  are  there,  re* 
cognized  as  distinct  members  of  this  drifting  society,  and  the 
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improvisations  of  the  minstrel  are  drawn  not  only  from  the 
wild,  perilous  teats  of  the  mounted  herdsman  and  gancho  out- 
law, but  the  terrible  revelations  of  nature  enter  into  the  poetry 
and  give  it  an  originality  and  a  truthfnfness  wiiich  attest  the 
absence  of  European  models.  With  something  of  the  fervid 
imagination  which  he  ascribes  to  the  gaucho  poets,  and  so  per- 
haps investing  them  and  his  countrymen  generally  with  a 
faculty  partially  his  own  gift,  Sarmiento  asks : — 

"  What  impressions  must  be  made  upon  the  inhabitant  of  the  Argentine  Re- 
pablic  by  the  simple  act  of  fixing  his  eyes  npon  the  horizon,  and  seeing  nothing  ? 
— ^for  the  deeper  his  gaze  sinks  into  that  shifting,  hazy,  undefined  horizon,  the 
farther  it  withdraw^  from  him,  the  more  it  fascinates  and  confuses  him,  and 
planges  him  in  contemplation  and  doubt  What  is  the  end  of  that  world  to 
which  he  vainly  seeks  to  penetrate,  he  knows  not.  What  is  there  beyond  what 
he  sees !  The  wilderness,  danger,  the  savage,  death  I  Here  is  poetry  already ; 
he  who  moves  among  such  scenes  is  assailed  by  fantastic  doubts  and  fears,  by 
dreams  which  poraess  his  waking  hours. 

"  Hence  it  follows  that  the  disposition  and  nature  of  the  Argentine  people  are 
poetic  How  can  such  feelings  fail  to  exist,  when  a  black  storm-cloud  rises,  no 
one  knows  whence,  in  the  mid^t  of  a  calm,  pleasant  afternoon,  and  spreads  over 
the  sky  before  a  wofd  can  be  uttered  ?  The  traveler  shudders  as  the  crashing 
thunder  announces  the  tempest,  and  holds  his  breath  in  the  fear  of  bringing  upon 
himself  one  of  the  thousand  bolts  which  flash  around  him.  The  light  is  followed 
by  thick  darkness ;  death  is  on  every  side ;  a  fearful  and  irresistible  power  has 
instantaneously  driven  the  soul  back  upon  itself,  and  made  it  feel  its  nothingness 
in  the  midst  of  angry  nature ;  made  it  feel  God  himself  in  the  terrible  magnifi- 
cence of  his  works.  What  more  coloring  could  the  brush  of  fancy  need  f  Masses 
of  darkness  which  obscure  the  sun  ;  masses  of  tremulous  livid  light  which  shine 
through  the  darkness  for  an  instant  and  bring  to  view  far  distant  portions  of  the 
pampa,  across  which  suddenly  dart  vivid  lightnings,  symbols  of  irresistible 
power.  Theee  images  must  remain  deeply  engraved  on  the  soul.  When  the 
storm  passes  by  it  leaves  the  gaucho  sad,  thoughtful,  and  serious,  and  the  alterna- 
tion of  light  and  darkness  continues  in  his  imagination,  as  the  disk  of  the  sun  long 
remains  upon  the  retina  after  we  have  been  looking  at  it  fixedly." — Pp.  27, 28. 

We  have  given  these  extracts  freely,  because  we  desire  to  set 
before  the  reader,  as  clearly  as  our  limits  will  allow,  one  ele- 
ment in  the  conflict  which  has  been  going  on  in  the  Argentine 
Republic ;  the  more  entire  presentation  of  the  gancho's  char- 
acter in  the  work  before  us  enables  us  to  see  with  greater  dis- 
tinctness ,the  material  which  has  rendered  the  conflict  so 
deadly,  and  is  capable  of  rendering  the  amalgamation  so  fine 
in  its  results.  For  widely  as  the  gaucho  is  removed  from  the 
civilization  which  he  hates,  there  is  within  him  a  capacity  for 
magnificent  development.    He  may  not  pass  into  the  frock- 
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coated  citizen  born  and  bred  with  European  civilization,  bat, 
under  the  educative  influence  of  true  government,  we  think  he 
is  likely  to  prove  almost  a  new  contribution  to  the  human  race. 
The  conflict  between  civilization  and  barbarism  which  has 
been  going  on  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  has  nnt  been  solely 
a  conflict  between  men  representing  one  and  the  other  system; 
it  has  been  a  conflict  of  systems,  and  it  is  possible  that  gaucho- 
ism^  so  to  speak,  may  be  so  refined  out  of  the  gaucho  popala- 
tion  that  the  residuum  of  character  shall  present  a  splendid 
basis  for  a  truly  admirable  nation. 

It  is  time  to  glance  at  the  representative  of  civilization,  op- 
posed by  this  barbarism.  To  speak  briefly,  and  indeed  acea- 
rately,  barbarism  finds  its  home  on  the  plains,  civilization  in 
the  cities.  Of  these  the  most  prominent  is  Buenos  Ay  res;  the 
most  singular  in  its  interest,  Cordova.  Tlie  tbrnier,  like  most 
of  the  cities  in  South  America,  is  regular  in  outline  and  con- 
ventional in  character ;  its  position  and  its  relation  to  Euro- 
pean commerce  have  given  it  a  cosmopolitan  character;  here, 
for  the  same  reason,  revolutionary  impulses  were  quickest  eel 
in  motion ;  with  its  ear  turned  to  Europe  it  heard  the  latest 
theories  of  government  and  caught  the  first  breath  of  popular 
tumult.  Here  began  the  movement  against  Spain,  and  here 
was  the  final  triumph  of  the  gaucho  when  he  had  got  suprem- 
acy over  the  interior  cities.  Cordova,  on  the  contrary,  the 
city  of  priests,  represents  the  conservative  element  of  Ai^n- 
tine  civilization,  conservative  of  traditional  dogmas  rather 
than  of  fundamental  principles.  Sefior  Sarmiento,  led  awaj 
perhaps  by  his  eagerness  tor  strong  contrasts,  has  drawn  a 
striking  picture  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  this  strange 
city. 

"  Cordova,  though  somewhat  in  the  grave  old  SpanUh  style,  is  the  most  cbano- 
ing  city  in  South  America  in  its  first  aspect  It  is  situated  Id  a  hoUov  formed  is 
an  elevated  region  called  the  Altos.  So  closdy  are  its  symmetrical  boildiogc 
crowded  together  for  want  of  space,  that  it  may  be  said  to  be  folded  back  npoo 
itself.  The  sky  is  remarkably  clear,  the  winter  season  dry  and  bracing,  tbe 
summers  hot  and  stormy.  Towards  the  east  it  has  a  promenade  of  singular  beae- 
ty,  the  capricious  outlines  of  which  strike  the  eye  with  magical  effect.  It  coo* 
sists  of  a  square  pond  surrounded  by  a  very  broad  walk,  shaded  by  ancient  vil* 
low  trees  of  colossal  sise.    Each  side  is  of  the  length  of  a  evadra*  and  the  iDdo* 

*  Eigh^-flTe  yardi  tn  MonteTideo,  one  hondred  and  tventy-WTen  in  Bnenos  Ajrm. 
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sure  18  of  wrought  iron  grating,  with  enormoufl  doors  in  the  centre  of  each  of  the 
foar  Bides,  so  that  the  promenade  is  an  enchanted  prison,  within  which  its  in- 
mates circulate  around  a  beautiful  temple  of  Greek  architecture.  In  the  chief 
square  stands  the  magnificent  cAhedral,  of  Oothic  construction,  with  its  immense 
dome  cdrved  in  arabesques,  the  ^only  model  of  medifeval  architecture,  so  far  as  I 
know,  existing  in  South  America.  Another  square  is  occupied  by  the  church  and 
convent  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  in  the  presbytery  of  which  is  a  trap-door  com- 
municating with  excavations  which  extend  to  some  distance  below  the  city,  which 
are  at  present  but  imperfectly  explored ;  dungeons  have  also  been  discovered 
where  the  Society  buried  its  criminals  alive.  If  any  one  wishes  to  become 
scquainted  with  monuments  of  the  Middle  Ages,  and  to  examine  into  the  power 
and  the  constitution  of  that  celebrated  religious  order  above  referred  to,  Cordova 
is  the  place  where  one  of  its  greatest  central  establishments  was  situated. 

"The  inhabitant  of  Cordova  does  not  look  beyond  his  horizon ;  that  horizon  is 
four  blocks  distant  from  his  own.  Wheu  he  takes  his  afternoon  stroll,  instead  of 
going  and  returning  through  a  spacious  avenue  of  poplars  as  long  as  the  Paseo  of 
Santiago,  which  expands  and  animates  the  mind,  he  follows  an  artificial  lake  of 
motionless  and  lifeless  water,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands  a  structure  of  magnifi- 
cent proportions,  immovable  and  stationary.  The  city  is  a  cloister  surrounded 
by  ravines ;  the  promenade  is  a  cloi:»ter  with  iron  grates ;  every  square  of  houses 
has  a  cloister  of  nuns  or  friars ;  the  colleges  are  cloisters ;  the  jurisprudence 
taught  there,  the  theology,  all  the  mediieval  scholastic  learning  of  the  place,  is  a 
mental  cloister  within  which  the  intellect  is  walled  up  and  fortified  against  every 
departure  from  text  and  commentary.  Cordova  knows  not  that  au^ht  besides  Cor- 
dova exists  on  earth ;  it  has,  indeed,  beard  that  there  is  such  a  place  as  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  if  it  believes  this,  which  it  does  not  itlways,  it  asks :  *  Has  it  a  univer- 
sity ?  but  it  must  be  an  affair  of  yesterday.  How  many  convents  has  it  ?  Has  it 
such  a  promenade  as  this  ?    If  not,  it  amounts  to  nothing."  '—pp.  114-1 17. 

The  Other  cities,  capitals  of  provinces,  are  islands  in  the 
great  waste  of  the  plains.  Grass  gro^s  up  to  the  very  streets 
of  the  town.  They  do  not,  we  speak  now  of  the  earlier  days  more 
than  of  the  present,  send  forth  humanizing  influences  into  the 
plains,  but  the  gaucho  life  hems  them  in  on  every  side,  and  the 
security  possessed  by  them  is  due  quite  as  much  to  the  gaucho's 
scornful  tolerance,  as  to  their  own  cohesive  power.  These 
cities  are  the  representatives  of  that  civilization  which  came 
over  with  Spanish  colonists,  and  w^as  supported  by  Spanish  sol- 
diers and  the  Spanish  name.  It  was  modified  but  little  by  the 
new  exigencies  of  life ;  it  had  scarcely  vitality  enough  to  im- 
press upon  the  gaucho  more  than  the  language  of  the  Spaniard 
in  a  corrupt  form,  and  the  religion  of  the  Spaniard  debased  by 
superstition.  When  the  revolutionary  ideas  in  Buenos  Ayres 
and  the  other  cities  brought  about  a  deposition  of  Spanish 
government,  grown  now  too  weak  to  maintain  its  supremacy, 
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there  was  no  cohesive  principle  of  government  arising  from  the 
wonted  association  of  the  people  which  could  take  its  place. 
The  provinces,  loosely  bound  togother  before,  under  the  vice- 
royalty,  fell  apart  into  isolated  solitary  fragments,  with  very 
little  self-governing  capacity,  ready  to  yield  to  the  strongest. 
And  yet,  weak,  inefiScient  as  was  this  civilization,  it  had  some- 
thing in  common  with  the  advanced  life  of  Europe  which  was 
not  to  bo  fonnd  in  the  gaucho's  tent.  Education,  though  cast 
in  a  mould  antiquated  and  ill-adapted  to  modern  and  new 
world  uses,  had  yet  made  them  capable  of  receiving  ideas. 
Keligion,  though  incrusted  with  puerilities,  was  yet  a  power 
that  opened  a  higher  life  to  them ;  and  their  commerce  with  the 
old  world  kept  open  the  channels  of  thought,  and  allowed 
them  to  share  in  the  general  advance  of  other  nationalities.  It 
would  have  been  a  calamity  indeed  if  the  gaucho,  with  his  su- 
perior force  and  cat-like  cunning  and  ferocity,  had  wholly  sub- 
dued the  citizen.  For  such  a  victory,  so  tar  as  it  was  achieved, 
meant  the  relapse  of  the  country  into  its  former  wild  condi- 
tion. The^gaucho  could  advance  in  the  scale  of  race  only  as 
he  was  conquered,  and  this  first  step  in  his  progress  is  even 
now  scarcely  taken. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  describe  the  progress  of  the  conflict 
which  took  place  between  the  two  forces  thus  arrayed  against 
each  other.  Its  details  in  Seiior  Sarmiento's  vivid  recital  can- 
not be  condensed  into  a'paragraph.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
the  gaucho  barbarism,  with  its  glittering  knife,  its  contempt  for 
death,  its  wonderful  physical  development,  obtained  for  a  time 
the  supremacy  of  country  over  city,  a  supremacy  which  could 
be  maintained  only  by  terrorism  and  by  abusing  the  instinct 
for  obedience  to  law  which  belongs  to  civilized  communities. 
But  the  gaucho  triumphing  over  the  citizen  had  no  further 
world  to  conquer,  for  such  a  triumph  led  to  nothing  beyond; 
he  could  only  return  to  his  cards  and  horses,  content  to  extract 
from  the  victims  of  his  power  the  wealth  which  he  hoarded. 
The  minor  functions  of  government  he  resigned  to  those  who 
could  read  and  write,  and  who  could  manage  aflFairs.  Mean- 
while the  true  country  existed  in  the  minds  and  purposes  of 
exiled  patriots,  of  men  of  ideas  who  watched  their  opportunity. 
Rosas,  the  embodiment  of  that  spirit  which  was  fast  relegating 
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the  Argentine  coantry  to  its  old  barbarous  condition,  had  yet 
to  deal  with  a  civilization  which  was  not  effete,  but  vital.  The 
success  of  Dr.  Francia  in  Paraguay,  and  of  his  heirs  in  govern- 
ment, Lopez,  father  and  son,  could  not  fall  to  Rosas  so  effec* 
tnally,  because  the  civilization  which  he  had  under  foot  was 
able  to  spring  up  again  to  life  and  assert  its  right  to  live. 

It  did  spring  up,  and  one  of  its  leaders  in  the  movement  of 
1851-2,  which  resulted  in  Eosas'  overthrow,  was  Sefior  Sar- 
miento,  who,  ever  since  that  time,  has  unquestionably  been  the 
foremost  man  in  his  country.  The  reader  who  follows  his 
career  as  marked  by  Mrs.  Mann  in  her  biographical  sketch, 
will  have  his  respect  deepened,  and  his  confidence  in  the  tri- 
umph of  liberty  in  the  Republic  increased,  as  he  observes  the 
unswerving  fidelity  of  this  man  to  the  principles  which  gov- 
erned him,  principles  which  led  him  in  the  moment  of  victory 
to  refuse  a  share  in  the  triumph  which  he  had  helped  to  se- 
cure, because  of  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  victorious  general, 
who  was  evidently  aiming' to  secure  for  himself,  in  overthrow- 
ing Rosas,  merely  the  succession  to  Rosas'  tyranny.  Sarmi- 
ento  kept  aloof  from  the  government,  applying  himself  with 
more  ienergy  to  sowing  the  seeds  of  that  true  liberty  which  he 
desired  for  his  countrymen. 

For  from  the  beginning  of  the  rise  of  civilization  against  the 
oppressive  barbarism  which  had,  holding  it  down,  itself  grown 
weak,  this  statesman  becomes  in  our  mind  the  best  representa- 
tive of  the  new  life  of  the  nation.  From  boyhood  he  had  been 
thrown  at  every  turn  of  events  into  opposition  to  the  barbarous 
element ;  instinctive  at  first,  this  opposition  had  by  degrees  be- 
come the  rational,  clear-sighted  antagonism  of  a  highly  organ- 
ized nature,  quick  with  an  impulse  for  freedom,  against  a 
lower,  brute,  unreasoning,  and  savage  instinct.  An  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  web  of  politics  in  his  own  country, 
added  to  years  of  study  and  observation  in  Europe  and  the 
United  States,  had  made  him  the  true  leader  of  his  nation  in 
its  resurrection,  and  as  ideas  of  civilization  have  gained  the  as- 
cendency, he,  chief  representative  of  these  ideas,  has  come  for- 
ward as  the  nation's  chief  magistrate.  So  at  least  it  seems  as 
Vie  write,  for  the  result  of  the  recent  election  for  the  presidency, 
though  slow  in  its  announcement  here,  seems  strongly  to  point 
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to  Col.  Sarmiento  as  the  successful  candidate.*  Yet  even  now 
there  comes  news  of  revolutionary  movements  instigated  by 
his  opponents.  We  hail  even  the  probable  election  of  this 
statesman  as  an  indication  of  a  forward  movement  in  his 
country,  since  the  one  prominent  ground  of  his  nomination  has 
been  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  common  schools.  The  nation 
which  will  elevate  to  its  highest  ofiSce  the  man  whom  it  de- 
lights to  call  the  Schoolmaster,  has  surely  learned  the  great 
lesson  of  modern  republicanism. 

An  intelligent  American  can  hardly  read  the  life  of  this  Re- 
public and  of  its  pirominent  representative,  without  seeing  in 
it  again  and  again  the  broken  image  of  his  own  country,  and 
a  new  illustration  of  the  vital  energy  existing  in  Republican- 
ism. Our  fathers  laid  the  foundations  of  our  naticm  upon  an 
existing  society,  whose  bases  were  town  government  and  the 
free  schools.  We  have  seen  how  the  absence  of  one  of  these 
elements,  in  connection  with  a  system  closely  allied  to  ig- 
norance, has  constituted  a  barbarism  which  it  was  the  gigantic 
task  of  the  purer  civilization  to  exterminate.  The  conflict  in 
this  form  is  over,  to  be  renewed  doubtless  in  other  guise,  8o 
long  as  light  and  darknens  are  set  against  each  other;  and 
the  problem  which  engages  the  minds  of  the  thoughtful  to  day 
in  the  United  States  is  that  involved  in  the  preparation  for  the 
highest  social  freedom  of  the  forces,  black  and  white,  set  free 
by  the  victory  of  ci  viiization.  How  fast  can  we  transmute  igno- 
rant freedmen  and  ignorant  poor  whites  into  intelligent  citi- 
zens?— this  is  a  question  which  is  the  condition  of  national 
growth  and  true  prosperity.  Far  away,  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  continent,  a  society  accepting  the  same  instru- 
ment of  government  which  wo  have  had,  has  likewise  had  to 
pass  through  a  conflict,  more  open,  and  lasting  for  a  longer 
period  than  our  own,  but,  alike  with  ours,  the  conflict  of  civili- 
zation and  barbarism.  The  barbarism  there  also  was  ignorant ; 
it  had  for  its  central  idea  the  many  led  as  dogs  by  the  few, 
and  as  the  forces  were  more  equally  disposed  than  with 
us,  so  the  resultant  peace  is  a  peace  which  looks  still  into  the 

*  Since  these  lines  were  written,  advices  from  South  America  make  the  news 
of  Col.  Sarmiento'a  election  certain. 
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gulf  of  revolution.  Yet  there  also,  the  old  question  is  the  pre- 
vaih'ug  one — how  shall  we  make  the  ignorant  wise  enough  to 
govern  themselves,  the  passionate  and  instinctive  man  a  ration- 
al, orderly  citizen  ?  Republicanism  as  an  idea  requires  inexor- 
ably for  its  substantial  existence  that  its  adherents  shall  be 
rendered  capable  by  education  of  apprehending  it  in  its  ideality 
as  well  as  accepting  it  as  a  fact,  because  it  happens  to  shelter 
them. 

It  is  because  Sefior  Sarmiento  has  been  true  to  the  highest 
principles  of  Republicanism,  and  has  by  virtue  of  this  fidelity 
drawn  after  him  a  nation  groping  fox  light,  that  we  commend 
this  book  as  one  worth  the  study  of  Americans.  Nor  can  we 
well  enter  upon  it  without  reading  it  to  the  end.  It  is  a  brill- 
iant work,  the  production  of  a  man  possessed  of  a  high  order 
of  imagination,  of  keen  discrimination  of  character,  of  partiali- 
ty for  truth,  of  remarkable  literary  power.  Moreover  the 
patriot  is  using  the  litterateur's  power,  and  the  life  of  a  nation 
rising,  struggling,  overcome,  renewing  its  life,  triumphant 
with  bated  breath,  is  fused  with  his  glowing  words.  It  has 
been  SeQor  Sarmiento's  constant  work  to  set  the  life  of  the 
United  States  before  his  countrymen,  that  they  might  see 
embodied  those  ideas  which  they  recognized  as  existing  with 
them  in  posse.  For  this  he  has  made  his  words  sound  in  their 
ears  for  a  generation.  We  owe  him  a  double  debt  that  he  has 
turned  and  shown  us  his  country.  If  there  is  a  manifest  des- 
tiny in  our  Republic,  it  is  to  extend  the  idea  of  civil  liberty,  re- 
gardless whether  the  area  of  the  United  States  be  extended 
with  it.  That  idea  has  found  and  possessed  the  Argentine  Re- 
public. It  remains  that  the  two  countries  should  be  drawn 
closer  to  one  another  by  this  bond,  and  it  is  to  such  labors  as 
those  of  Col.  Sanniento  and  of  his  warm-hearted  biographer, 
that  we  look  for  the  union. 
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Article  III.— THE  POSITIVE  PHILOSOPHY  SINCE  1848  ♦ 

Thb  seiiBualist  school  has  undergone,  in  the  course  of  our 
century,  a  transformation  which  it  is  important  to  recognize 
and  to  examme.  After  enjoying  a  prodigious  authority  for 
more  than  sixty  years,  from  the  publication  of  the  first  essay  of 
Condillac,  the  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Human  Knowledge^  to 
the  Elements  of  Ideology  of  M.  Destutt  de  Tracy,  and  to  the 
famous  work  of  Oabanis,  it  is  well  known  that  the  philosophy 
of  sensation  was  obliged  to  undergo,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  new  century,  two  redoubtable  attacks,  at  first  the  rude 
shock  of  the  theoloa^ical  school,  led  to  the  assault  by  Joseph  de 
Maistre ;  soon  a(ter,  the  polemic,  less  passionate,  but  not  less 
sure  in  its  blows,  of  the  new  spiritualist  school,  which  was  then 
beginning  to  grow  up  under  the  vigorous  discipline  and  the 
authoritative  teachings  of  Royer-CoUard.  What  happened? 
The  sensualist  school  succumbed,  and  we  have  been  able  to  see 
the  enfeebled  heirs  of  Locke  and  Condillac  perish  without 
tliemselves  leaving  heirs. 

The  struggle  seemed  terminated,  when  all  at  once,  near  the 
end  of  the  Restoration,  sensualism  reappeared  with  extraordi- 
nary noise  and  influence.  It  was  no  Ibnger  the  old  Condillac 
ideology  of  Garat,  of  Volney,  of  Laromiguiere ;  it  was  a  sen- 
sualism wholly  new,  sprung  from  the  loins  of  our  century, 
adapted  to  its  tendencies,  its  passions,  its  customs,  all  armed  with 
economic  theories,  its  hands  full  of  Utopias,  social,  political,  and 

*  The  present  Article  is  the  sequel  of  one  on  the  same  subject,  which 
was  printed  in  the  last  number  of  the  Neto  Snglander,  Referring  to  thifc 
Article,  M.  Saiaaet  observes:  *'  It  was  thus  that  I  fought  the  positive  philosophy 
in  1846.  Since  then,  the  sohool  of  M.  Auguste  Comte,  which  had  been  up  to 
that  time  a  speculative  school,  has  become  a  political  sect,  and  even  a  sort  of 
religious  communion.  It  has  consequently  been  necessary  to  look  at  it  In  this 
new  aspect  and  to  combat  it  again ;  this  is  the  object  of  the  following  Artiolei 
published  in  the  Revue  de»  Deuz  Mondet,  in  August,  1850." 
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religions.  It  did  not  yet  call  itself  socialism,  but  it  was  social- 
ism in  the  cradle :  it  invokied  the  names  of  Charles  Fourier 
and  of  Saint-Simon. 

Various  causes  explain  the  birth  and  the  progress  of  Saint- 
Simonianism  ;  gnd  first,  that  remarkable  development  of  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  activity  which  characterized  the  Re- 
storation. A  long  peace  after  gigantic  wars,  free  institutions 
which  gave  an  impulse  to  minds  long  kept  down,  the  progress 
of  the  physical  sciences  fertilizing  industry  by  a  thousand  mar- 
velous discoveries,  the  charm  of  a  new  science  inviting  men  to 
discover  the  sources  of  wealth  in  order  to  increase  its  abun- 
dance and  facilitate  its  distribution — this  was  a  combination  of 
influences  which  prepared  the  way  for  sensualism.  Add  to  this 
the  prodigious  upward  movement  impressed  upon  the  lower 
classes  by  the  Revolution,  the  thirst  for  well-being  and  ad- 
vancement of  every  kind,  which  must  necessarily  result  from 
the  overthrow  of  all  barriers,  from  the  leveling  of  all  classes, 
and  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the  rapid  for- 
tunes of  the  schools  of  Charles  Fourier  and  of  Saint-Simon  :  for 
we  must  not  mistake ;  although  Saint-Simonianism  has  assumed 
all  forms  because  it  has  had  all  ambitions,  although  it  has  an- 
nounced itself  as  a  new  metaphysics  and  a  new  religion,  if  you 
look  for  the  reality  of  things  underthe  clothing  of  its  revealers, 
through  these  profanations  of  sacred  things,  and  behind  the 
formula  of  an  equivocal  pantheism,  that  which  was  hiding  in 
the  background,  that  which  constituted  the  power  of  the  sect, 
that  which  was  to  give  it  a  deplorable  popularity  and  a  long 
influence,  was  that  attractive,  that  magic  word,  which  is  in- 
deed the  dernier  mot  of  sensualism :  rehabilitation  of  the  flesh. 
This  is  the  new  Christianity  of  Saint-Simon,  this  is  that  golden 
age  of  which  he  was  the  prophet,  this  is  also  the  paradise,  bap- 
tized by  Fourier  with  the  name  of  phalanstery^  and  promised, 
even  in  this  world,  to  the  elect. 

The  revolution  of  July  burst  the  dikes  which  restrained 
the  audacity  of  the  disciples  of  Saint-Simon.  In  their  in- 
flamed imaginations,  in  the  midst  of  a  people  still  moved  by 
combat  and  enraptured  by  victory,  a  crowd,  idle,  agitated,  in- 
toxicated with  hope  and  with  novelties,  this  religion  of  terres- 
trial happiness,  this  mysticism  at  once  sensual  and  democratic, 
preached  by  men  who  were  young,  eloquent,  full  of  ambition  and 
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of  ardor,  excited  a  curiosity  which  resembled  enthusiasm,  and 
the  rapid  success  heating  all  heads,  the  innovators  no  longer 
set  bounds  to  their  desires;  they  openly  aspired  to  change 
the  beliefs,  the  customs,  the  institutions  of  society,  and  to  lay 
their  hands  upon  the  power.  The  excess  of  this  ambition 
ruined  everything.  Tlie  new  religion  could  not  nold  its  ground 
against  the  first  smiles  of  irony ;  its  morals  seemed  suspicions 
to  the  public  conscience ;  the  government  caught  the  alarm, 
and  to  complete  the  disgrace,  discord  crept  in  among  the 
apostles,  t\i^  fasces  of  the  Great  College  broke,  and  the  future 
church  went  down  miserably  in  the  most  vulgar  of  shipwrecks. 

Saint-Simonianism  appeared  annihilated ;  it  was  only  eclipsed. 
In  dissolving,  it  formed  a  certain  number  of  sects  which  con- 
tinued to  live,  to  act,  to  circulate  through  the  thousand  chan- 
nels of  the  periodical  press  and  to  diffuse  themselves  insensibly 
by  serious  books,  by  the  theaters,  by  novels,  among  all  the 
classes  of  society,  especially  among  the  laboring  classes.  One 
of  the  numerous  offshoots  of  the  Saint-Simonian  stock  was  the 
school  of  M.  Buchez,  who  claimed  to  unite  ultramontane 
Catholicism  with  the  demagogue  spirit,  Robespierre  with  St. 
Paul,  the  canons  of  the  councils  with  the  decrees  of  the  Con- 
vention. These  strange  catholics  had  their  tribune  in  the 
Europeen^  later  in  the  Ateli^^  and  from  these  two  centers  of 
action  proceeded  a  great  number  of  publications,  of  which  the 
only  one  which  is  not  completely  forgotten,  is  the  Parliament' 
ary  History  of  the  French  Revolution.  Still  freer  from  all  con- 
nection with  the  religious  orthodoxy,  three  well-known  mem- 
bers of  the  great  college,  M.  Pierre  Leroux,  M.  Jean  Reynand, 
M.  Carnot,  associated  themselves  in  a  somewhat  vague  doctrine, 
that  of  the  continued  progress  of  humanity.  The  most  consider- 
able work  of  this  group  of  writers  was  the  New  Encydopoedia, 
While  the<?e  two  schools  disputed  for  the  honor  of  continuing 
the  work  of  Saint-Simon,  a  faithful  friend  of  the  master,  M. 
Auguste  Comte,  founded  in  his  turn  a  school  destined  in  its 
plan  to  displace  all  the  religions  and  all  the  philosophies. 

By  the  side  of  these  three  great  branches  of  Salnt-Simonian- 
ism,  the  school  of  Charles  Fourier,  more  ancient  but  lost 
for  a  moment  in  the  transient  splendor  of  its  rival,  revived 
under  the  active  direction  of  M.  Victor  Consid6rant.    To  tlio 
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Plwlanstery  succeeded  the  Phalanx^  and  this  was  in  turn  re- 
placed by  the  Pacific  Democracy,  At  the  same  time  tliere  came 
upon  the  stage  a  certain  number  of  writers  very  diverse,  but  all 
united  by  an  incontestible  though  indirect  filiation  to  the  first  im- 
pulse of  socialism ;  I  speak  of  the  author  of  Icariay  M.  Cabet, 
already  engrossed  in  drawing  to  himself  the  working  classes  by 
the  coarse  charm  of  his  ludicrous  Eldorado :  of  M.  Louis  Blanc, 
whose  ill-omened  book  on  the  Organization  of  Lahor  reprodu- 
ces so  visibly  the  famous  Saint-Simonian  hierarchy ;  finally,  of 
another  writer,  as  obscure  then  as  he  has  since  become  famous, 
who,  in  a  strange  and  original  composition,  laid  down  all  the 
thoughts  which  have  supplied  his  subsequent  publications — M. 
Proudhon.  All  these  schools  spreid  silently,  and  few  states- 
men, even  the  most  eminent  minds,  were  really  aware  of  their 
existence,  when  all  at  once,  finding  an  outlet  on  the  24th  of 
February,  they  overflowed  and  displayed  to  all  eyes  their 
prodigious  vitality. 

To  assure  one's  self  of  the  progress  which  the  socialist  sects 
had  already  accomplished  at  the  end  of  the  monarchy  of  July, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  glance  at  the  composition  of  the  new 
powers.  There  was  not  a  single  sect- leader  whom  the  wave 
of  the  revolution  had  not  raised  to  the  very  highest  posts.  As 
member  of  the  provisional  government,  M.  Louis  Blanc  installs 
in  the  Luxembourg  a  second  government  which  threatens 
every  moment  to  devour  the  other.  Not  to  speak  of  M.  Cabet, 
an  influential  part  of  a  third  government,  that  of  the  clubs,  we 
find  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  M.  Buchez,  who  will  soon  become 
the  president  of  the  constituent  assembly :  he  will  have  there 
as  colleagues,  M.  Corbon  of  the  Atelier^  M.  Roux-Lavergne 
of  the  EuTope&n^  all  his  ancient  co-religionists  in  socialism, 
M.  Pierre  Leroux,  M.  Proudhon,  M.  Consid^rant.  And  who 
have  been  charged  with  the  ministry  which  touches  the  highest 
interests  of  society,  public  education,  worship  ?  Three  ancient 
8aint-Simonian  preachers :  M.  Carnot,  M.  Jean  Keynaud,  M. 
Gharton. 

The  socialist  school  is  now  in  power.  We  will  not  ask  it, 
how  it  used  it  or  why  it  lost  it.  Simply  occupied  with  the 
speculative  march  of  ideas,  we  propose  this  single  question : 
since  socialism  passed  from  the  role  of  Church  triumphant  to 
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that  of  Church  militant,  what  has  it  produced,  as  regards 
ideas?  What  has  become  of  its  philosophy?  In  answer  to 
this  question  we  find  everywhere  dissolution  and  silence. 
Where  is  the  school  of  the  jthiropeeti  t  It  tried  to  revive ;  it 
could  not.  M.  Buchez  is  silent ;  his  lormer  colleague,  M.  Boux- 
Lavergne,  has  abandoned  the  flag ;  changing  his  form  without 
changing  his  substance,  the  ardent  apologist  of  the  Terror  has 
become  one  of  the  champions  of  ultramontanism  and  of  the 
inquisition.  Where  is  the  school  of  the  Encyclopaedia  ?  Dis- 
solved. Its  great  work?  Interrupted.  The  spiritualism  of 
M.  Jean  Reynaud  could  not  agree  with  the  pantheism,  more 
and  more  marked,  of  M.  Pierre  Leroux.  Has  the  phalansterian 
school  been  more  fortunate?  No;  the  supreme  effort  which 
it  is  making  at  this  moment  to  rise,  is  only  the  convulsion  of 
death. 

We  will  not  ask  M.  Proudhon  how  his  philosophy  fares, 
for  he  has  never  had  one.  M.  Proudhon,  who  is  especially 
versed  in  economic  matters,  has  tried,  it  is  true,  to  generalize  his 
views,  to  approach  the  great  questions  of  religion  and  of 
ontology,  but  here,  as  elsewhere,  he  comes  to  no  conclu- 
sion. He  has  a  great  passion,  the  passion  for  contest.  He 
has  in  the  service  of  this  passion  a  great  talent,  the  talent  of 
dialectic,  not  of  that  fruitful  dialectic,  of  which  Socrates  and 
Plato  have  left  us  the  marvelous  models,  which  discusses  in 
order  to  convince  and  which  destroys  only  to  reconstruct,  but 
of  a  dialectic,  negative  and  sterile,  which  divides  everything 
in  order  to  dissolve  everything,  and  denies  tor  the  sake 
of  denying.  The  ambition  of  tliis  capricious  genius  is  to 
be  stronger  against  religion  than  the  strongest  atheists,  and 
more  powerful  against  atheism  than  the  most  powerful  servants 
of  God.  He  is  a  conservative  in  order  to  combat  the  revolu- 
tionists, and  a  revolutionist  in  order  to  combat  the  conserva- 
tives. No  one  has  struck  harder  blows  against  property,  less 
hard,  however,  than  those  which  he  has  inflicted  upon  the  adver- 
saries of  property  ;  in  turn  a  skeptic  and  a  believer,  pious  and 
impious,  sensible  and  chimerical,  a  mind  very  formidable  cer- 
tainly but  more  certainly  sterile,  a  strange  being,  made  of  pore 
light  and  profound  darkness,  a  monstrous  product  of  an  epoch  of 
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subtlety  and  of  dissolution,  an  obscure,  equivocal  and  intangi- 
ble thing,  of  which  the  true  name  is  chaos. 

In  this  shipwreck  of  the  socialist  schools  one  only  makes  an 
effort  to  keep  afloat;  it  is  the  positive  school.  At  the  present 
moment  the  little  church  of  M.  Auguste  Comte  is  the  only 
one  among  the  offshoots  of  Saint-Simonianism  which  has  not 
been  abeorbed  by  politics ;  the  only  one  which  discusses,  which 
writes,  which  tries  to  organize  itself;  the  only  one  in  which 
there  is  a  master  who  is  listened  to,  and  disciples  docile  and 
united ;  the  only  one,  in  a  word,  which  attaches  its  social, 
moral,  and  political  theories  to  a  philosophy.  It  is  this  which 
gives  to  this  school  a  real  importance — ^it  has  had  the  merit  to 
discover  and  the  frankness  to  accept  the  true  formula  in  which 
the  secret  thought  of  all  the  socialist  sects  sums  itself  up.  The 
doctrine  of  M.  Auguste  Oomte  is  the  philosophy  of  socialism. 
Of  all  its  professions  the  most  legitimate  is  clearness.  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  simplify  everything,  and  its  great  means  is  elimina- 
tion ;  the  process  is  admirable,  and  will  transform  this  mys- 
terious, diverse,  and  complicated  world,  in  which,  it  tells  us,  so 
many  powerful  intellects  have,  up  to  this  time,  wasted  them- 
selves in  vain,  into  a  world  in  which  everything  will  be  clear, 
homogeneous,  and  harmonious. 

If  we  consider  the  horizon  of  human  science,  that  which 
strikes  us  at  first  is  its  immense  extent  and  the  prodigious 
complexity  of  the  objects  which  it  embraces.  If  we  consider 
only  the  world  of  the  senses,  we  see  unfolded  in  the  immensity 
of  space  the  infinite  scale  of  material  beings,  from  the  inert 
and  coarse  mineral  to  the  masterpieces  of  the  most  accom- 
plished organization.  By  the  side  of  this  universe,  so  vast 
and  so  varied,  there  is  another,  still  more  profound,  the  moral 
«rorId,  where  human  liberty  unfolds  its  infinite  grandeurs  and 
caprices,  and  which  presents  to  science  the  triple  enigma  of 
the  individual,  of  society,  and  of  the  human  race.  To  all  the 
mysteries  of  these  two  worlds,  join  that  of  their  correspondence 
and  their  harmony,  and  you  will  still  have  only  the  contingent, 
the  finite  world ;  but  above  it,  human  thought  conceives  of  the 
infinite,  the  absolute,  the  region  of  the  possible,  the  sphere  of 
the  ideal,  of  which  the  center  is  the  Being  of  beings.  This  is 
the  field  which  is  divided  among  savants  and  philosophers,  an 
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immense  space  which  only  a  few  rare  minds  have  been  able  to 
embrace, — Plato  and  Aristotle,  Descartes  and  Leibnitz. 

Now  here  is  the  secret  which  the  positive  philosophy  has 
discovered  to  simplify  the  problem,  to  bring  it  within  the 
reach  of  every  one.  It  begins  by  declaring  that  the  ideal,  the 
absolnte,  does  not  exist.  The  human  race,  it  is  trne,  adores 
God,  and  the  philosophy  which  accepts  this  sacred  faith  conse- 
crates it  by  the  genius  of  Newton  and  Malebranche.  No  mat- 
ter. M.  Comte  undertakes  to  prove  that  the  human  race  and 
that  genius  are  wrong.  He  suppresses  God  out  of  love  for 
simplicity;  henceforth  no  more  absolnte  ideas  in  science,  noth- 
ing but  relative  ideas ;  no  more  metaphysics,  ontology,  theod- 
icy ;  there  is  no  science  but  that  of  nature.  This  is  the  first 
simplification. 

Nature  comprehends  two  orders  of  things — physical  beings 
or  matter,  moral  beings  or  mind.  Let  us  suppress  mind — let 
US  keep  only  matter.  No  more  phenotnena  of  consciousness, 
no  more  psychology,  no  more  ideology — nothing  but  the  math- 
ematical and  the  physical  sciences.  This  is  the  second  simpli- 
fication. 

We  are  approaching  unity,  but  we  have  not  yet  reached  it 
For  the  physical  world  has  two  elements — the  one,  grasped  bj 
the  senses,  phenomena ;  the  other,  which  escapes  the  senses, 
space  and  time,  matter  in  itself,  the  essences  of  bodies,  the 
causes  of  phenomena.  Let  us  again  suppress  all  that ;  there 
will  remain  only  visible  and  palpable  phenomena,  and  laws, 
which  are  only  these  phenomena  generalized. 

What  admirable  unity  !  What  homogeneity  still  unknown 
in  the  material  sciences,  in  their  method,  in  their  results! 
The  heau  ideal  of  simplification  is  reached.  Yes,  this  is  mar- 
velons,  and  who  can  complain  of  having  bought  at  too  higk 
a  price  this  incomparable  simplicity?  What  does  it  cost  atler 
all  ?     Only  these  three  things — God,  the  mind,  and  liberty. 

What  are  the  consequences  of  this  metaphysics?  They 
have  been  a  thousand  times  deduced.  If  God  and  the  sonl 
are  only  words,  illusions,  one  single  object  is  worthy  to  inte^ 
est  us — our  terrestrial  destiny.  The  present  life — that  in  the 
sole  field  of  our  activity,  the  sole  ideal  to  which  that  ardor 
for  progress  and  felicity,  which  is  the  basis  of  our  nature,  may 
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aspire.  Now,  if  the  laws  of  humanity  are  like  those  of  the 
physical  world,  moral  liberty  and  responsibility  are  at  an  end. 
The  measure  of  the  right  of  each  person  is  force  or  necessity. 
Every  individual  has,  then,  the  right  to  all  things,  provided 
only  he  desires  them  and  is  capable  of  getting  possession  of 
them.  The  rehabilitation  of  the  flesh,  the  transformation  of 
the  earth  into  paradise,  the  right  to  labor,  the  legitimacy  of 
force,  the  reign  of  the  masses,  all  the  chimeras  and  all  the 
brutalities  of  socialism  naturally  find  their  place  in  a  doctrine 
of  which  the  first  principle  is  the  negation  of  God,  and  the 
last  consequence  the  idolatry  of  the  human  personality. 

I  repeat,  then,  the  philosophy  of  the  positive  school  is  the 
philosophy  of  socialism.  That  which  is  half  hidden  behind 
the  apocalyptic  mysticism  of  M,  Pierre  Leroux,  and  the  false 
and  declamatory  religiosity  of  M.  Louis  Blanc,  that  which 
tries  to  disguise  itself  under  the  systematically  obscure  jargon 
of  Fonrierism  or  in  the  capricious  movement  of  the  antinomies 
of  M.  Proudhon, — all  this  becomes  clear,  precise,  consistent 
in  the  doctrine  of  the  positive  school.  Open  the  last  publica- 
tion of  M.  Comte.  This  is  its  epigraph :  "  Toreorganize 
without  God  or  King,  by  the  systematic  worship  of  human- 
ity."* As  the  reward  of  such  frankness,  the  positive  school 
deserves  that  we  should  stop  a  moment  with  it,  and  that  after 
having  called  to  mind  its  origin,  we  should  examine  what  it 
has  produced  since  the  revolution  of  February. 

M.  Auguste  Comte  belongs  to  that  generation  of  contem- 
porary minds  who,  trained  to  excess  in  their  youth  in  mathe- 
matical studies,  have  arrived,  by  the  way  pf  algebra,  at  the 
metaphysical  and  moral  sciences.  From  the  commencement 
of  his  career  as  a  writer,  near  the  end  of  the  Restoration,  we 
find  him,  together  with  M.  Olinde  Rodrigues,  in  the  company 
of  Saint-Simon.  He  belonged  to  that  small  number  of  faith- 
fiil  friends  who  did  not  abandon  the  unfortunate  dreamer  in 
his  days  of  anguish,  and  who  piously  closed  his  eyes.  When 
the  disciples  of  Saint-Simon  thought  a  little  later  of  ti'ansform- 
ing  their  master  into  a  Messiah,  M.  Auguste  Comte  did  not 


*  Discoan  anr  FeDsemble  da  positivisme,  par  Auguste  Comte,  1860.  1  vol, 
8vo. 
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associate  himself  with  these  errors.  A  studious  man,  he  was 
engrossed  in  the  composition  of  a  great  work,*  in  which,  fol- 
lowing the  traces  of  Bacon  and  of  d'Alembert,  he  subjected 
all  the  human  sciences  to  a  profound  analysis,  compared  them 
in  their  principles,  their  objects,  their  methods,  and  finally 
classed  them  in  a  new  order,  destined  to  impart  to  them  a 
powerful  impulse  and  a  fecundity  till  then  unknown.  This 
enterprise,  in  spite  of  the  extensive  knowledge  displayed  in  it 
and  the  promised  grandeur  of  its  results,  languished  in  a  twi- 
light, but  little  removed  from  obscurity,  when  it  found,  to  an- 
imate it  with  his  ardor  and  enrich  it  with  his  talents,  a  writer 
justly  honored,  au  able  and  learned  man,  the  editor  and  trans- 
lator of  Hippocrates,  M.  Littr6.  1  do  not  know  whether  the 
positive  philosophy  is  destined  to  make  its  fortune  in  the  world, 
but  it  is  certain  that  it  will  owe  much  to  the  new  adept,  who  not 
only  employs  for  its  propagation  that  clearness  of  style  which  one 
always  expects  of  a  writer  like  M.  Littr^,  but  besides,  a  fer- 
vor of  adhesion  and  a  ndwete  of  enthusiasm  which  are  ex- 
tremely rare  and  surprising. 

The  positive  school  boasts  that  it  predicted  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary :  what  is  certain  is  that  it  welcomed  it  heartily.  Seeing 
the  last  monarchy  fall,  M.  Oomte  was  convinced  that  the 
greatest  result  of  this  revolution  would  be  the  final  inaugura- 
tion of  the  positive  regime.  He  summoned,  therefore,  his  dis- 
ciples to  a  new  mission.  Thus  far  they  had  been  confined  to  a 
region  wholly  scientific ;  the  moment  had  come  to  approach 
the  grand  applications*  They  even  went  further:  they  at- 
tempted active  politics.  They  addressed  themselves  to  the 
laboring  classes ;  they  resumed  the  public  courses  of  lectures 
held  on  Sunday  for  working  men,  with  an  indefatigable  zeal, 
and,  it  must  be  added,  with  an  absolute  disinterestedness.  They 
published  pamphlets,  articles,  plans,  political,  industrial,  re- 
ligious, pedagogic.  Here  were  certainly  a  great  ambition  and 
great  efibrts.  Let  us  see  in  what  degree  the  results  correspond 
to  such  high  professions. 

I  think  I  do  no  wrong  to  the  positive  school  in  reducing 

*  Cours  de  PhUonophie  poutive,  par  Anguste  Gomte.    6  toL,  8 to. 
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what  it  would  call  its  practical  ideas  to  four  principles :  a  re- 
ligious idea,  the  worship  of  humanity:  a  political  idea,  the 
dictatorship  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  people:  an  idea  of 
social  economy,  the  right  to  labor  realized  by  the  State :  finally 
a  pedagogic  idea,  education  based  on  the  mathematics  and 
equal  for  all. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  religious  idea.  It  attaches  itself  to  a 
pretended  law  of  the  history  of  the  human  race,  which  M. 
Auguste  Comte  considers  as  his  principal  discovery,  and  which 
he  calls  the  sociological  law.  To  understand  this  strange  lan- 
guage, it  is  necessary  to  know  that  M.  Auguste  CSomte,  in  the 
best  possible  faith,  believes  himself  the  inventor  of  a  new 
science,  sociology.  The  only  predecessor,  whom  he  consents 
to  recognize,  is  Condorcet.  Upon  this  we  will  make  one  or 
two  preliminary  reflections.  And  in  the  first  place,  the  science 
which  it  pleases  M.  Auguste  Comte  to  call  sociology  has  long 
been  known  under  the  name,  philosophy  of  history ;  neither 
M.  Comte  nor  Saint-Simon,  nor  even  Condorcet  invented  it: 
it  goes  back  to  personages  who  have  made  some  figure  in  the 
world,  Bossuet,  Yico,  Lessing,  Herder.  In  general  the  posi- 
tive school  does  not  shine  by  the  novelty  of  its  ideas.  The 
sole  discovery  which  incontestably  belongs  to  it,  is  that  of  the 
two  following  words:  sociology y  biology.  Add  to  these  the 
wocd  positivism^  with  which  this  school  has  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  decorate  itself,  and  yon  will  have  the  complete  account 
of  its  inventions. 

Let  us  examine,  however,  the  great  sociological  law  of  M. 
Auguste  Comte :  it  is  as  follows,  in  few  words : 

Man  is  cast  into  this  vast  universe,  into  the  midst  of  a  great 
variety  of  phenomena,  which  solicit  his  curiosity,  excite  his 
wants,  and  in  turn  protect  and  threaten  his  existence.  It  is  a 
want  of  his  nature  to  account  for  these  phenomena,  to  make 
an  effort  to  grasp  their  connection  and  their  unity.  The  only 
means  of  accomplishing  this,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  positive 
philosophers,  is  experience ;  but  experience  is  long  and  diffi- 
cult ;  it  demands  centuries,  and  man  lives  but  a  few  days. 
What  does  he  do  ?  In  place  of  addressing  himself  to  experi- 
ence he  gives  full  play  to  his  imagination.  He  connects  the 
phenomena  of  the  universe  with  secret  powers  which  he  is 
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pleased  to  idealize,  to  adorn  with  all  perfections.    This  is  the 
whole  secret,  and  the  whole  basis  of  religious  institutions. 

These  institutions  belong  to  the  youth  of  civilization.  Now 
in  proportion  as  a  society  develops,  the  more  its  intelligence 
expands,  the  more  observed  facts  accumulate,  the  more  the  exact 
sciences  become  organized,  so  much  the  more  also  do  religious 
symbols  tend  to  fall  into  discredit.  Sooner  or  later  faith  passes 
away  and  gives  place  to  the  reign  of  philosophy.  What  is  the 
role  of  this  new  force  ?  First,  to  destroy  religion,  which  is  in 
the  eyes  of  M.  Comte  its  principal  utility ;  then,  to  substitute  for 
the  primitive  symbols,  metaphysical  conceptions,  abstract  be- 
ings such  as  cause,  substance,  the  soul,  unity,  the  absolute. 
Systems  flourish  for  a  time,  but  as  the  human  mind  is  radically 
incapable  of  pentrating  beyond  phenomena  into  the  region  of 
essences  and  causes,  systems  contradict  one  another,  clash,  and 
end  by  making  themselves  contemptible  to  common  sense. 
Then  it  is  that  men,  ripened  by  a  double  experience,  begin  to 
recognize  the  limits  of  their  faculties  and  the  conditions  of  a 
real  and  fruitful  knowledge  of  the  universe.  They  observe, 
they  calculate,  and  no  longer  trust  to  anything  but  experience. 
This  is  the  epoch  of  the  positive  sciences. 

Such  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  human  mind,  and  M.  Comte, 
after  having  deduced  it  by  analysis,  flatters  himself  that  he 
finds  the  confirmation  of  it  in  history.  Thus  the  existing  ctvili- 
zation  was  formed  under  the  empire  of  Christian  beliefs ;  this 
was  the  middle  ages,  the  theological  regime:  its  emancipation 
was  accomplished  by  the  Reformation  and  by  philosophy ;  this 
is  the  modern  age,  the  age  of  the  metaphysical  regime:  it  re- 
mains to  reorganize  society  which  has  fallen  to  ruins ;  this  will 
be,  of  course,  the  work  of  the  positive  philosophy. 

If  this  law  is  true,  what  consequence  must  be  drawn  from  it 
in  regard  to  the  present  and  future  existence  of  religions? 
Evidently,  that  their  time  has  gone  by :  they  may  have  been 
useful  to  society  in  its  cradle,  but  a  civilized  society  has 
nothing  to  do  with  them,  they  can  only  impede  its  develop- 
ment. 

This  is  not  all.  Up  to  the  present  day  a  distinction  has  been 
made  between  natural  religion  and  positive  religion.  Diderot 
said  that  all  forms  of  worship  were  heresies  against  natural 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]         The  Podtive  Philosophy  since  1848.  691 

religion.  While  condemning  the  variable  forms  of  the  reli- 
gions idea,  he  kept  its  principle.  M.  Auguste  Comte  sees  in 
Diderot  only  a  feeble  mind,  who  stopped  midway.  Why  are 
positive  religions  false  ?  Because  they  pretend  to  reveal  un- 
fathomable mysteries,  the  mysteries  of  the  absolute.  But  if 
the  absolute  is  inaccesible,  natural  religion  has  no  better  foun- 
dation than  the  creeds :  it  is  without  an  object ;  it  is  a  deceptive 
chimera  of  the  heart,  or  a  proud  and  barren  abstraction  of  the 
brain. 

The  evident  conclusion  is,  that  all  religion,  in  its  substance 
as  well  as  in  its  form,  revealed  or  reasoned  out — dogmas,  wor- 
ship, sentiment  even,  all  must  perish,  and  that  even  its  name 
is  to  be  forgotten.  In  a  word,  M.  Comte  might  subscribe  to 
that  expressive  utterance  of  a  disciple  of  Hegel,  M.  Feuer- 
bach:  "The  religion  of  the  future  will  be  non-religion."* 

Do  the  positive  philosophers  accept  the  prophecy  of  the 
young  Hegelians !  We  should  indeed  expect  even  this  rigor 
of  a  school  which  plumes  itself  upon  its  daring.  In  face  of 
absolute  atheism  M.  Comte  has  shrunk  back.  This  does 
honor  to  his  character,  but  we  are  considering  his  system. 

The  positive  philosophers  appear  to  have  compreliended  a 
great  truth  which  will  lead  them  far,  if  they  will  follow  it  to 
the  end,  and  that  is,  that  the  root  of  religion  is  indestructible. 
Societies  are  bom  and  perish,  sects  disappear ;  man  remains 
what  nature  made  him,  a  religious  animal.  It  follows  that  a 
philosophy  which  does  not  explain  and  cannot  satisfy  this  im- 
mortal need  of  man,  is  a  powerless  philosophy,  and  that  a 
society  from  which  religion  is  banished  is  an  impossible 
society. 

The  positive  school  feels  this  necessity,  while  denouncing  it. 
It  has  sought  to  find  what  would  be,  if  God  were  suppressed, 
the  object  of  the  respect  and  adoration  of  humanity ;  it  has 
found  nothing  better  than  man  himself.  On  this  point  also, 
the  positive  philosophers  agree  with  the  disciples  of  Hegel. 
M.  Feuerbach  at  Berlin,  and  M.  Auguste  Comte  at  Paris  pro- 

*  See  the  work  entitled,  Qu'  eat^e  que  la  religion  ?  Qy  Hermann  Ewerbeck. 
Paris,  ISOO. 
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pose  to  Christian  Europe  the  worship  of  a  new  god,  the  human 
race. 

This  doctrine,  absurd  and  rude  as  it  is,  has  its  root  in  the 
profound  and  subtle  system  of  Hegel.  The  German  philo- 
sophy, it  is  true,  proclaims  G-od  under  the  name  of  absolute,  of 
subject-object,  of  idea ;  but  this  God,  considered  in  himself, 
is  only  the  abstraction  or  rather  the  phantom  of  existence. 
He  has  not  a  life  which  is  peculiar  to  himself:  he  exists  only 
in  becoming  everything  in  turn,, space,  time,  crystal,  plant, 
animal,  finally  man.  It  is  in  man  that  God  finishes  and  accom- 
plishes himself;  it  is  in  man  that  he  becomes  conscious  of  him- 
self. And  in  this  way,  according  to  Hegel,  if  man,  like  every- 
thing else,  has  his  essence  in  God,  God  has  his  consciousness 
in  man. 

Here  M.  Feuerbach  stops  his  master  and  argues  against 
him  with  irresistible  force :  **  Whatl  *'  says  he,  *^  will  you  force 
us  to  separate  these  two  inseparable  things,  the  consciousness 
of  a  being  and  its  essence  ?  Will  you  make  us  say  that  man 
has  his  essence  in  God  and  God  his  consciousness  in  man  ?  Oh, 
no.  Let  us  be  consistent  and  sincere,  let  us  say  that  if  man 
possesses  the  consciousness  of  God,  he  possesses  also  his  essence, 
he  is  God." 

Admirable,  I  say  in  my  turn  to  M.  Feuerbach  and  M. 
Auguste  Comte ;  but  you  too  stop  half  way.  You  are  timid 
atheists ;  was  it  worth  while  to  deny  natural  religion  and  posi- 
tive religion  in  order  to  invent  another  still  ?  What  is  the 
use  of  having  suppressed  the  absolute,  the  ideal,  the  trans- 
cendental, if  you  propose  for  our  worship,  not  a  real,  palpable, 
positive  thing,  but  an  abstract  being,  the  human  race,  an  in- 
definite being  which  never  realizes  itself,  an  ideal,  an  absolute) 

Would  you  be  consistent  ?  Follow  the  example  of  the  disci- 
ples of  Feuerbach,  M.  Stirner,  and  M.  Charles  GrtLn :  propose 
to  each  individual  to  worship  himself,  to  proclaim  himself 
God.  The  individual,  become  God,  loving  only  himself, 
regarding  all  his  passions,  all  his  lusts  as  legitimate  and 
sacred  things — such  is  the  religion  of  sensualism  and  dema- 
gogy gone  mad. 

Let  us  congratulate  M.  Auguste  Comte ;  he  stopped  with 
the  worship  of  the  human  race,  and  this  idea  appeared  to 
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him  so  practicable  and  so  sensible,  that  he  immediately  busied 
himself  with  organizing  it.  In  rivalry  with  the  theophilanthro- 
pists  and  Sylvain  Mar6chal,  he  has  imagined  a  new  worship. 
This  worship  is  to  have  its  litui^  of  which  M.  Comte  offers  us 
a  specimen  ;  it  is  a  positivist  calendar*  in  which  each  month 
is  placed  under  the  invocation  of  a  man  of  the  first  order,  such 
as  Moses,  Osesar,  or  Shakspeare.  Each  Sunday  has  for  its 
patron  a  man  of  the  second  order,  Buddha,  St.  Augustine,  Mo- 
zart ;  finally  every  day  takes  the  name  of  a  man  of  the  third 
order,  Lao-Tseu,  Anacreon,  Lucretius,  Galen,  H^loise,  Eossini. 
This  grotesque  pantheon,  in  which  Dr.  Gall  figures  as  a  divin- 
ity of  the  second  order,  while  Pascal  and  Voltaire  are  classed 
among  the  divinites  of  the  third  order,  in  company  with  Miss 
Edgeworth,  Sophie  Germain,  and  Mme.  de  Motteville— this  is 
the  ludicrous  assortment  of  gods  and  goddesses,  which  M. 
Comte  proposes  to  substitute  for  the  God  of  Bossuet  and 
Newton. 

Is  it  necessary  now  to  insist  much  on  the  ideas  of  the  posi- 
tive school  in  regard  to  political  organizations,  social  economy, 
and  pedagogy  ?  The  gentlest  thing  that  we  can  say  of  them  is 
that  they  are  on  the  same  level  with  its  religious  ideas.  Is 
there  any  conception  in  the  world  more  in  discredit  with  all 
sensible  minds,  more  completely  stripped  by  discussion  and 
experience  of  every  shadow  of  foundation  than  the  govern- 
ment of  the  proletariat,  in  other  words,  to  call  things  by  their 
trne  name,  the  dictatorship  of  ignorance,  unless  it  be  the  right 
to  labor,  which  is  practically  nothing  but  the  right  to  salary 
without  labor,  or  indeed,  equal  education  for  all,  which  ends  in 
universal  degradation.  Let  it  suffice  for  us  to  show  that  these 
foolish  doctrines,  incompatible  with  all  society,  are  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  of  the  sensualist  principle  adopted  by  the 
positive  philosophy. 

Sensualism  destroys  in  two  ways  the  foundation  of  all  politi- 
cal organization  and  of  all  social  economy,  namely,  right.  It 
denies  law,  by  denying  every  absolute  notion  and  by  recogni- 

*  Calte  ■ysUmatiqQe  de  rHomaDit^. — Oalendrier  positiTiste,  ou  Syitdme 
g6ii6ral  de  Commemoration  pabliqaop  par  Augusta  Comte.    Paris,  1850. 
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zing  only  phenomena  and  relative  things.  Law  stands  in  the 
same  relation  to  force  as  the  ideal  to  the  real,  the  absolute  to 
the  relative.  If  there  is  no  absolute,  the  fact  alone  e^sts ; 
law  is  onlj  a  phantom,  like  duty,  like  God. 

This  is  not  all ;  the  positive  philosophy  denies  the  mind ;  it 
will  not  recognize  two  distinct  universes,  or  even  two  essentially 
different  orders  of  facts,  sensible  facts  and  facts  of  conscious- 
ness. It  absorbs  psychology  in  phrenology,  the  soul  in  the 
brain,  mind  in  matter.  Now  if  there  is  only  one  order  of 
phenomena,  physical  phenomena,  if  there  is  only  one  order  of 
laws,  the  fatal  laws  of  matter,  liberty  is  still  only  a  chimera, 
and  without  liberty  there  is  no  more  duty  or  right.  This  is 
clear,  or  there  is  nothing  clear  in  the  world. 

If  this  is  so,  any  society  worthy  of  man  is  impossible.  From 
the  moment  when  force  is  the  only  rule,  when  there  is  nothing 
sacred  above  the  individual,  neither  protection  for  his  weakness 
in  law,  nor  limit  to  the  abuse  of  his  power  in  duty,  two  alterna- 
tives alone  are  possible.  Either  you  will  allow  each  individual 
force  to  give  the  rein  to  its  appetites ;  which  is  the  regime  of 
unlimited  liberty,  in  other  words,  anarchy  ;  or  you  will  estab- 
lish by  force  an  inflexible  order  in  which  each  individual  will 
be  enclosed  as  in  a  band  of  iron,  which  is  despotism.  A  violent 
order  or  universal  disorder,  these  are  the  two  extremes  between 
which  there  is  no  mean. 

Hobbes  saw  this  clearly.  A  great  logician,  he  understood 
perfectly  that  the  sensualist  principle  furnishes  no  other  means 
of  escaping  from  anarchy  but  despotism,  and  he  accepted  this 
consequence  totally,  putting  in  the  hands  of  the  authority, 
persons,  property,  conscience,  everything,  even  to  the  words  of 
language  and  the  axioms  of  mathematics. 

On  this  point  our  socialist  schools  are  divided  according  as 
they  incline  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  opposite  tendencies ; 
on  the  one  hand,  the  political  and  economical  organization 
dreamed  of  by  M.  Louis  Blanc,  that  is,  absolute  despotism; 
on  the  other,  the  negation  of  all  power,  the  famous  anrarchy 
of  M.  Proudhon.  In  which  direction  does  the  positive  school 
lean  ?  It  appears  to  lean  temporarily,  at  least,  to  the  side  of 
Hobbes  and  of  M.  Louis  Blanc,  that  is,  to  the  side  of  despot- 
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ism.  If  there  is  indeed  one  troth  upon  which  the  most  emi- 
nent publicists  have  np  to  this  time  agreed,  it  is  that  the  first 
condition  of  a  free  society  is  in  the  separation  of  functions.  The 
positive  school,  on  the  contrary,  lays  down  the  principle  that 
the  law  is  essentially  an  act  of  the  executive  function.* 

It  was  also  generally  agreed  that  government  is  a  difficult 
thing  and  demands  great  intelligence.  The  positive  school 
does  not  hesitate  to  charge  with  the  government  the  least  en- 
lightened class  of  society.  Working  men,  it  says,  are  much 
more  capable  than  cultivated  minds.  And  why  ?  Because  the 
enlightened  classes  have  been  spoiled  for  three  centuries  by 
metaphysical  education. 

All  minds  are  struck  with  the  serious  harm  which  results 
from  the  excess  of  political  centralization ;  I  mean  the  suprem- 
acy of  large  cities  and  especially  the  dictatorship  of  Paris. 
What  does  the  positive  school  do  ?  It  says  that  it  belongs  ex- 
clusively to  the  great  cities  to  dispose  of  the  executive  power.  It 
charges  Paris  with  the  government  of  France  and  governs 
Paris  itself  by  three  eminent  proletaries.^ 

But  this,  it  will  be  said,  is  the  heau  ideal  of  tyranny.  Is  it 
not  to  be  feared  that  such  a  power  may  ruin  itself  by  its  very 
force  ?  Does  it  not  need  some  counterpoise  ?  The  positive 
philosophy  has  found  one,  and  what  is  it  ?  The  clubs ;  yes,  the 
clubs.  The  positive  school  has  a  passion  for  this  instrument  of 
government.  It  prefers  it  to  everything,  even  the  press, — a 
thing  too  abstract^  it  says, — even  to  universal  suflFrage,  for  this 
decisive  reason,  that ''  the  proletaries  hold  less  to  the  right  to 
suffrage  than  to  the  right  to  club8.":|:  It  will  be  said,  this  plan 
is  not  new,  it  is  the  regime  of  1793,  the  dictatorship  of  the 
committee  of  public  safety  resting  on  the  Jacobin  club.  The 
positive  school  replies  that  the  regime  of  1793  was,  to  be  sure, 
very  good,  but  it  claims  to  perfect  it.  It  is  anxious  for  the  de- 
partments and  wishes  to  do  something  for  them ;  it  charges 
them  with  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the  state  and 

*  See  M.  Augusto  Comte,  DiKtmrt  mr  VentembU  du  poiitivitnu ;  andM.  Littr6, 
Application  de  la  Philo9ophie  paHtive.    Paris,  1860. 

f  Applieation  de  la  Philotophie  positive.    Chap.  X. 

}  Id.,  Page  140.  Rapport  d  la  SociHe  paitiviste  nir  U  nowteau  ffouv&mmMnt 
rhfolutionnaire.    Page  26,  sqq. 
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finding  itself  in  a  liberal  vein,  it  puflhes  its  generosity  so  &r 
as  to  acknowledge  that  people  in  eaey  circumstances  are  better 
adapted  than  working  men  to  affairs  of  this  kind,  so  that  in 
this  model  society  the  bourgeoisie  will  vote  the  bndget  and 
the  proletariat  will  be  charged  with  spending  it. 

In  listening  to  such  folly  we  seem  to  be  dreaming ;  but  here 
is  something  which  crowns  the  whole :  if  the  positive  philoso- 
phers are  to  be  believed,  that  which  to-day  causes  the  strife 
between  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat,  is  the  vice  of  their 
education.  The  former  has  received  the  detestable  metaphysical 
education ;  the  latter  has  been  spoiled  by  an  education  still 
worse,  the  religious  education.  For  this  must  be  substituted 
a  single  uniform  and  universal  education,  the  positive  educa- 
tion. What  is,  then,  you  will  say,  this  new  education  ?  An 
admirable  but  a  very  complicated  affair;*  it  comprehends  not 
less  than  six  great  sciences.  It  begins  with  the  mathematics, 
that  is  to  say,  with  the  most  abstract  thing  in  the  world.  It 
is  with  this  mild  and  pleasant  milk  that  infancy  is  to  be 
nourished  ;  it  is  with  algebra  that  its  imagination  and  its  heart 
are  to  be  developed.  Then  will  come  astronomy,  physics,  and 
chemistry,  to  prepare  these  young  souls  for  the  wonders  of 
biology  and  to  give  them  by  means  of  sociology  the  finishing 
touch.  This  is  what  is  called  a  complete  education.  And 
besides,  M.  Auguste  Oomte,  fearing  to  pass  for  an  enemy 
of  letters,  adds  to  his  programme  Greek,  Latin,  and  the  Fine 
Arts. 

M.  Auguste  Oomte's  solicitude  for  the  working  classes  is 
admirable.  He  not  only  gives  them  the  right  to  labor,  by  im- 
posing upon  the  authority  the  formal  order  to  realize  this  right, 
and  always  to  have  at  its  disposition  the  fvmds  fiecessary  for 
thisj  but  he  also  pours  out  upon  them  all  the  riches  of  science. 
The  humblest  artisan  will  be  versed  in  the  secrets  of  biology ; 
there  shall  be  no  farm-hand  ignorant  of  the  philosophy  of 
history,  and  if  any  reader  accuses  me  here  of  exaggeration, 
I  shall  be  forced  to  acknowledge  to  him  that  M.  Anguste 
Comte  even  threatens  women  with  obliging  ihem  to  learn  the 
six  grand  positive  sciences. 

*  Id.    Chap,  v.— The  report  already  cited.    Page  16,  sqq. 
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At  the  spectacle  of  such  absurdities  is  it  possible  to  repel  a 
feeling  of  sadness  ?  One  motive  only  has  induced  us  to  exhibit 
so  gloomy  a  picture ;  it  is  that  even  the  excess  of  error  in  sin- 
cere minds,  in  honest  hearts,  in  very  learned  men,  led  away 
by  a  false  principle  to  the  very  last  degree  of  extravagance,  is 
sometimes  instructive. 
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Abticie  IV.— the  true  CONCEPTION  OF  THE 
CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY. 

[The  following  Article,  which  was  delivered  as  an  Address 
at  the  last  Anniversary  of  the  Theological  Department  of 
Tale  College,  is  a  timely  and  strong  attack  on  that  great 
error,  which  has  been  so  fruitful  of  evil  to  the  Church,— 
the  doctrine  that  the  Christian  ministry  is  a  priesthood.  One 
of  the  leading  functions  of  the  ministry — that  of  teaching  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel — is  emphatically  set  forth.  In  addition  to 
what  is  usually' meant  by  teaching,  there  is  likewise  a  pastoral 
office  which  belongs  to  the  ministers  of  Christ.  They  are  not 
only  appointed  to  teach,  but  also  to  rule,  not  in  an  arbitrary 
spirit,  yet  in  some  appropriate  meaning  of  the  term.  They 
are  not  merely  teachers,  but  likewise  '*  overseers  "  of  the  flock. 
(Acts  XX.  28.)  Moreover,  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  open  to  doubt 
whether  the  extirpation  of  the  false  doctrine  that  the  clergy 
are  endowed  with  priestly  prerogatives  would  produce  that 
catholic  unity  among  Christians  which  it  is  desirable  to  re- 
alize.— Eds.  of  the  New  Englander.] 

As  we  reckon  time  on  the  scale  of  our  brief  and  hasty  lives, 
it  is  now  many  years  since  I  went  out  from  these  Theologic 
Halls,  and  these  walks  of  sacred  learning.  According  to  the 
average  of  human  lite  which  vital  statistics  establish,  more 
than  a  generation  of  the  world's  human  population  has  since 
then  been  born  and  passed  away.  "Wondrous  changes  have, 
in  that  interval,  passed  over  ourselves  and  all  things  around 
us, — this  venerable  seat  of  learning,  our  country,  the  world. 

Other  men,  in  my  student  days,  were  filling  these  chairs  of 
instruction,  venerable  indeed  in  mind,  in  wisdom,  in  character, 
but  not  yet  venerable  in  age.  Taylor  was  in  that  theologic 
chair,  and  age  had  not  yet  taken  aught  from  the  glossy  bright- 
ness of  his  locks,  or  wrinkled  his  brow,  or  dimmed  the  fire  and 
lustre  of  his  eye.  That  mental  force,  the  quickening  power  of 
which  we  daily  felt,  the  world  now  feels  and  acknowledges. 
To  his  pupils  how  distinct  and  how  refreshing  is  his  memory, 
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as  of  one  of  the  brightest  visions  of  our  youth ;  not  merely  as 
a  mental  and  moral  force,  which  waked  us  to  thought,  and 
kindled  our  souls  to  generous  emotions;  but  as  a  personal 
presence  of  uneqnaled  attraction,  the  most  perfect  specimen  of 
manly  beauty  we  have  ever  been  permitted  to  behold !  Old 
men  must  be  pardoned  for  inquiring  When  shall  we  behold  his 
like  again  ? 

And  Goodrich,  too,  was  there,  in  the  prime  and  mature  dig- 
nity of  his  manhood,  with  his  own  fervid  evangelic  eloquence ; 
and  Gibbs,  too,  the  most  patient  and  careful  of  scholars,  as  he 
was  often  called,  "  the  orthodox  sceptic ;"  and  one  who  is  still 
with  us,  and  permitted  by  the  kind  providence  of  God  to  min- 
gle in  the  social  reunions  of  this  anniversary,  not  less  dear  nor 
less  venerated  than  the  departed,  but  of  whom  it  becomes  us 
to  speak  with  less  freedom. 

I  need  not  say  what  changes  have  come  over  this  venerable 
university,  this  city,  and  our  dear  country.  Nor  need  I  speak 
of  that  great  and  terrible  wilderness,  which  in  these  years  has 
been  transformed  into  a  garden, — of  nations  bom  and  grown 
to  the  maturity  of  wealth  and  numbers, — of  the '*  forest  pri- 
meval," and  the  prairie  grass,  with  all  its  profusion  of  flowers, 
passed  away,  and  almost  reckoned  among  things  forgotten, 
and  in  their  places  mighty  cities,  with  all  their  wealth  and 
wickedness,  and  bands  of  iron  spanning  a  continent,  the 
thoroughfares  of  swift  communication  for  a  commerce  the  like 
of  which  the  world  had  never  seen  before,  and  myriads  of 
acres  of  yellow  grain,  and  the  uncounted  flocks  and  herds  from 
which  you  yourselves  are  deriving  your  daily  food.  From 
the  scene  of  those  mighty  transformations  which  under  my  own 
eye  have  changed  the  face  of  nature  herself  from  the  wilder- 
ness to  the  garden,  and  from  the  landscape  which  furnishes  the 
outlook  of  my  own  humble  abode,  I  come  to  utter  a  few  words 
to-night  in  the  ear  of  fathers  that  still  live,  of  brethren  who 
are  now  standing  up  in  the  forefront  of  the  mighty  conflict, 
and  of  sons  and  younger  brothers,  who  are  to  day  buckling  on 
the  armor,  as  we  were  forty  years  ago. 

You  will  readily  believe  that  the  scene  of  that  rude  conflict 
with  nature  and  old  chaos  herself,  not  yet,  I  mast  mournfully 
own,  quite  vanquished,  has  not  been  very  friendly  to  tranquil 
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Btudy  and  scholarly  acquisition.  From  whence  then  is  snch  an 
one  as  I  to  derive  a  theme  saited  to  snch  an  occasion  as  tbist 
The  question  is  embarrassing,  and  awakens  serious  apprehen- 
sion, lest  I  should  say  nothing  worthy  of  the  place  where  I  am 
to  speak,  and  of  the  audience  I  am  to  address.  Any  attempt 
to  bring  up  fresh  treasures  from  the  deep  mines  of  theoiogic 
learning  would  be  quite  unsuitable.  It  would  be  "  carrying 
coals  to  Newcastle."  I  must  therefore  fall  back  upon  a  con- 
sideration which  has  already  more  than  once  conducted  me 
through  a  similar  difficulty.  When  my  brethren  express  a 
desire  to  hear  my  voice  in  assemblies  where  so  much  of  learn- 
ing and  wisdom  are  gathered,  I  cannot  help  understanding 
them  to  express  a  desire  to'  know  how  some  one  of  the  great 
religious  and  social  questions  which  in  this  age  of  ours  are  in- 
teresting all  minds,  and  engrossing  all  hearts,  appears  to  one 
whose  life-work  has  thrown  him  among  far  other  moral 
scenery  than  that  to  which  our  brethren  in  New  England  are 
accustomed.  Astronomy  needs,  to  the  completion  of  her 
grand  results,  observations  taken  in  the  remotest  latitudes  and 
longitudes  of  our  planet.  A  faithful  observer,  though  con- 
ducting his  observations  in  some  obscure  and  remote  comer  of 
the  world,  and  under  many  difficulties,  may  yet,  by  care  and 
industry,  and  fidelity  to  science,  be  able  to  report  results  which 
may  not  be  unwelcome  to  the  highest  astronomical  learning  of 
the  age. 

The  Church  of  Christ  is,  in  many  respects,  in  a  condition 
quite  analogous.  She  has  not  indeed  to  discover  that  science 
which  is  the  instrument  of  her  benignant  power.  That  is  given 
her  in  the  divine  word.  But  from  that  word  she  has  to  evolve 
it,  not  only  by  the  lights  of  sacred  learning,  but  through  the 
teaching  voices  of  divine  Providence.  She  has  to  apply  the 
divine  word  to  all  the  developments  and  endlessly  varying  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions  of  this  our  common  humanity. 
Rightly  viewed  there  is  no  ulterior  condition  of  humanity 
which  may  not  help  us  to  a  clearer  and  a  deeper  view  of  the 
work  of  Bedemption.  The  missionary  to  the  heathen,  or  the 
obscurest  laborer  on  our  western  frontier,  may  enjoy  some  ad- 
vantages for  studying  those  developments  of  Christian  truth 
which  preeminently  belong  to  this  age,  not  enjoyed  in  oar 
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most  favored  seats  of  learniiif;.  He  may  be  able  to  report  some 
aspects  and  phenomena  of  the  great  reh'gions  problems  of  the 
age,  which  men  laboring  in  more  favored  fields  have  never  be- 
held. This  consideration  is  apt  to  occur  to  me  as  constituting 
perhaps  the  greatest  part  of  my  fitness  to  speak  on  such  an 
occasion  as  this. 

I  have  therefore  chosen  for  the  theme  of  this  occasion.  The 
Tbub  Conception  of  The  daasnuAs  Ministbt.  I  wish  espe- 
cially to  view  this  subject,  as  it  appears  amid  the  practical  de- 
velopments of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the  solemn  ex- 
periences which  attend  a  sublime  endeavor  to  found  and  build 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  every  portion  of  a  great  empire  reclaim- 
ed from  the  wilderness  in  a  single  generation. 

The  war  of  the  great  rebellion  taught  the  nation  much, 
which,  thank  God,  we  can  never  unlearn,  however  much  we 
may  try.  Has  our  great  Home  Missionary  enterprise  taught 
the  Church  of  Christ  anything  which  she  cannot  unlearn }  K 
it  has  not,  it  must  be  because  ^'  the*  children  of  this  world  are 
in  their  generation  wiser  than  the  children  of  light."  And 
there  is  no  one  subject  in  relation  to  which  we  might  more 
reasonably  hope  to  get  wisdom  from  the  prosecution  of  such 
a  work,  than  that  to  which  I  am  proposing  to  call  your  atten- 
tion— the  true  conception,  the  nature,  the  functions  of  the 
Christian  ministry. 

There  are  essentially  two  conceptions  of  the  ministry,  which 
have  divided  Christendom  for  ages ;  one  of  them  regards  the 
minister  of  Christ  as  a  mediator  between  God  and  man ;  the 
other  regards  him  as  a  teacher  of  God's  revealed  truth.  A 
mediatorial  Priesthood — a  teaching  ministry :  each  of  these 
must  be  considered  in  its  turn. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  a  vast  numerical  majority  of  all 
who  have  been  connected  with  the  church  of  history,  have  re- 
garded the  Christian  minister  as  a  mediator  between  God  and 
man.  They  have  believed  that  the  gospel  cannot  come  to  the 
people — the  million — in  the  fullness  and  completeness  of  its 
provisions,  without  his  intervention  and  assistance ;  that  he  is 
in  some  sense  divinely  authorized  to  lead  in  the  public  devo- 
tions of  the  people,  and  to  be  their  spiritual  teacher  and 
guide,  by  virtue  of  his  ordination ;  especially  that  baptism 
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and  the  Lord's  supper  are  in  snch  sense  sacraments^  that 
they  can  only  be  exhibited  to  the  people  by  a  duly  ordained 
ministry.  And  that  any  Christian  man  not  so  especially 
authorized,  who  should  minister  in  them,  would  be  guilty  of 
the  sin  of  Uzzah,  who  was  slain  because  he  touched  the  ark 
only  to  steady  it, — a  service  which  by  divine  appointment 
belonged  to  the  priests  alone ;  in  short,  that  in  greater  or  less 
degree  the  Christian  ministry  is  a  divinely  appointed  priest- 
hood. 

This  conception  of  the  ministry  is  in  general  quite  rejected 
and  abandoned  by  Protestants.  Especially  is  it  by  those  who 
adopt  and  cherish  the  Congregational  Polity.  Their  funda- 
mental principles  of  church  polity,  and  their  denominational 
literature  discard  a  human  priesthood  and  all  mediatorial  miui- 
strations  of  men,  and  concentrate  the  entire  Priesthood  of  a 
redeemed  world,  in  the  one  great  High  Priest  of  our  Pro- 
fession. 

And  yet  it  has  long  seemed  to  me  a  strange  and  perplexing 
phenomenon,  that  in  all  Christendom  you  find  comparatively 
few  minds  that  do  not  still  tenaciously  cling  at  least  to  some 
shreds  and  rags  of  this  same  mediatorial  and  priestly  concep- 
tion of  the  ministry.  It  is  beginning  indeed  to  be  again  ad- 
mitted in  this  country,  as  it  was  in  the  old  Plymouth  colony, 
when  that  sturdy  Puritan  layman,  Robert  Cushman,  preached 
the  first  sermon  that  was  ever  published  in  these  colonies,  and 
as  it  has  ever  been  maintained  by  our  Congregational  brethren 
in  England,  that  an  ordained  ministry  has  no  monoply  of  the 
preaching  function  ;  that  a  layman  may,  without  usurpation  of 
sacred  functions,  stand  in  the  pulpit  and  expound  the  word  of 
God,  if  he  expounds  it  truly.  But  there  are  comparatively 
few  cobgregations,  in  which  there  are  not  many  who  will  be 
shocked,  if  he  closes  the  service  by  uttering  the  Apostolic 
benediction.  This  is  regarded  as  an  absolution^  which  an  or- 
dained ministry,  a  Christian  priesthood  alone,  can  dispense. 
When  they  hear  these  words  fall  from  the  lips  of  a  layman, 
they  experience  a  shock,  as  though  the  crime  of  Korah, 
Dathan,  and  Abiram  had  again  been  committed  before  their 
eyes,  and  in  the  very  sanctuary  of  God.  There  are  few  mini- 
sters of  any  denomination  known  to  me  who  include  tbem- 
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selves  in  the  nnniber  of  those  on  whom  the  blessing  of  the 
Triune  God  is  invoked  in  this  formula.  It  is  on  you  not  on 
us.  The  minister  seems  to  stand  between  the  Lord  and  the 
people,  to  be  the  organ  of  God's  blessing  on  tliem.  The 
change  of  that  little  pronoun  you  into  us  would  convey  vol- 
umes of  meaning.  Some  have  accepted  the  propriety  of  the 
change. 

Still  more  widely  and  persistingly,  it  is  believed,  are  priestly 
ideas  connected  with  the  ministry,  in  relation  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  baptism  afnd  the  Lord's  supper.  Even  in  that  great 
inorganic  Mississippi  valley,  where  we  are  supposed  to  be  all 
too  regardless  of  order  and  form,  churches — Congregational 
churches — are  without  baptism  and  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  for 
months  and  years,  because  they  have  no  ordained  minister  to 
break  the  bread,  and  pour  out  the  wine,  and  invoke  the  Lord's 
blessing  on  the  service,  and  to  apply  water  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  seems  to 
be  forgotten  that  all  the  Lord's  people  are  in  Christy  and  by 
being  in  him  become  a  "royal  priesthood  ;"  and  that  baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper  are  not  sacraments  to  be  administered 
to  ordinary  believers  by  a  duly  qualified  priestly  order,  but 
rites  to  be  observed  by  the  whole  multitude  of  the  disciples, 
and  that  w  herever  two  or  three  are  assembled  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  there  the  Lord  himself  is  with  them;  there  is  the 
whole  Christian  Priesthood,  all  the  privileges  of  the  church  of 
Christ;  and  that  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  they  are  qualified 
by  every  divine  gift  and  authority,  to  open  the  household  of 
God  to  the  retuniing  prodigal,  and  receive  him  in  baptism, 
and  to  commemorate  redeeming  love  and  redeeming  blood,  in 
the  use  of  the  symbols  of  the  Master's  own  appointment. 

To  some  it  may  seem,  that  the  continuance  in  the  midst  of 
us  of  these  rags  and  remnants  of  a  priestly  ministry  is  not 
of  consequence  enough  to  merit  particular  notice  on  such  an 
occasion  as  this.  But  this  view  can  hardly  be  maintained. 
Such  phenomena  as  those  I  have  referred  to  prove,  that  when 
onr  fathers  of  the  Reformation  came  out  from  Babylon,  they  did 
not  come  out  empty,  but  brought  away  a  good  deal  of  Babylon 
with  them.    The  assertion  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  Protest- 
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ant  Christian  world  has  never  fnllj  and  intelligently  discarded 
the  notion  of  a  mediating  Priesthood  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Many  a  conflict  between  the  advocates  of  such  a  priesthood 
and  their  more  Protestant  brethren,  which  has  shaken  Christen- 
dom with  its  din  audits  tumult,  has  been  utterly  abortive  of 
any  good  result,  because  the  combatants  were  all  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question.  Kome  or  prelacy  presented  a  false  issue, 
and  Protestants  accepted  it,  and  therefore  gained  no  victory, 
because  they  contended  for  nothing  worth  contending  for. 

Wise  and  good  men  came  out  of  the  Papal  Hierarchy  in 
good  earnest,  but  they  brought  with  them  this  notion  of  a 
mediating  priesthood,  the  very  central  and  foundation  princi- 
ple of  that  old  Hierarchy  itself;  and  that  principle,  tenacious- 
ly adhered  to  by  the  Reformers  themselves,  has  been  the  germ 
from  which  other  rival  and  usurping  hierarchies  have  sprung 
"  thick  as  leaves  in  Vallombrosa,"  and  have  filled  Christendom 
with  their  rivalries,  their  ambitions,  their  usurpations,  and 
their  profitless  and  endless  conflicts.  Our  country,  and  es- 
pecially our  great  central  valley,  has  become  one  vast  recepta- 
cle, into  which  each  of  these  Protestant  Babylons  is  ponr- 
ing  its  militant  legions,  and  the  vast  battle  field  on  which 
these  legions  are  perpetually  facing  each  other  in  battle 
array. 

While  I  use  language  so  strong,  with  the  full  assurance  that 
it  is  not  the  language  of  exaggeration  but  of  truth  and  sober- 
ness, let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  not  blind  to  the  fact 
that  probably  in  all  the  Christian  denominations  of  our 
country,  there  are  multitudes  of  true  Christian  disciples,  who 
live  and  work  and  die  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Master.  I  re- 
joice too  to  recognize  the  fact,  that  in  these  last  years,  and 
even  in  these  last  months,  tliere  has  been  a  greatly  increased 
consciousness  of  their  oneness  in  the  Lord,  and  a  growing  wish 
to  cherish  that  consciousness,  and  to  manifest  it  before  God 
and  men  in  fitting  words  and  works.  And  many  do  and  will 
so  manifest  it,  in  spite  of  all  the  antagonism  of  rival  systems, 
corporations,  and  governments.  And  I  ain  persuaded  that  this 
blessed  light  which  is  dawning  on  us  is  to  shine  brighter  and 
brighter,  even  unto  the  perfect  day,  and  that,  in  Ood's  own 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]     True  Conception  of  the  Christian  Ministry.         705 

good  time,  it  is  to  break  out  into  aoother  reformation,  no  less 
blessed  than  that  of  the  sixteenth  centnry. 

Bat  it  is  no  less  trne,  jnst  as  I  have  stated  it,  that  these 
hierarchies,  ecclesiastical  systems,  do  stand  facing  each  other 
in  battle  array  year  after  year ;  that,  if  they  ever  sleep,  it  is 
on  their  arms ;  and  that  their  antagonisms  do  constantly  op- 
pose insnrmountable  obstacles  to  this  desired  and  longed  for 
manifestation  of  oneness  of  the  Christian  brotherhood,  and 
hopelessly  obstruct  the  most  needful  and  natural  cooperation 
of  good  men  and  true,  in  every  work  of  faith  and  labor  of 
love;  and  that  they  will  niore  and  more  fill  our  country  and 
fill  Christendom  with  the  din  of  their  conflicts,  till  we  abandon 
the  false  ideas  out  of  which  they  one  and  all  do  spring. 

If  we  would  emancipate  ourselves  for  ever,  and  entirely 
irom  this  false  conception  of  a  priestly  class  in  the  church  of 
Christ,  we  must  not  only  admit,  what  Protestant  writers  on 
the  ministry  generally  do  admit,  that  succession  from  the 
Apostles  is  not  of  the  essence  of  the  ministry :  that  if  a  body 
of  Christian  people  were  cast  upon  an  island,  beyond  hope  of 
any  intercourse  with  the  Christian  world,  and  with  no  ordain- 
ed man  among  them,  they  are  quite  capable,  by  the  help  of  a 
present  Saviour,  of  originating  a  ministry  with  all  its  powers 
and  functions,  so  that  we  not  only  exult  with  the  excellent  Dr. 
Stone  in  his  "  Church  Universal,"  that  the  Christian  ministry 
^'  has  not  been  lost,"  but  more  than  that,  that  while  a  Christian 
people  can  be  found  on  earth  it  never  can  be  lost ;  I  say  we 
must  not  only  join  with  the  voice  of  Protestant  Christendom, 
outside  the  Prelatical  churches,  in  acknowledging  this,  but  we 
must  reject  the  idea  of  a  priestly  class  altogether,  originating 
in  a  succession  from  the  Apostles,  or  in  any  other  manner  what- 
ever. 

Doubtless  order  requires  that  some  one  preside,  and  become 
the  voice  and  the  hand  of  the  brotherhood,  whenever  these 
ritee  are  observed.  But  that  presiding  officer  is  only  the  voice 
and  tlie  hand  of  the  brotherhood ;  his  ordination  has  conferred 
on  him  no  peculiar  sanctity,  no  peculiar  authority  to  admin- 
ister, other  than  that  which  he  derives  from  the  choice  of  his 
brethren  to  the  performance  of  an  official  service,  which  can- 
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not  be  performed  by  all,  and  therefore  must  be  performed  by 
one  in  the  name  and  in  the  stead  of  all. 

An  assembly  of  the  true  disciples  of  Christ  is  never  without 
the  whole  Christian  priesthood.  They  are  all  and  always 
'•  kings  and  priests  ;^^  and  if  it  be  necessary  to  the  edification 
of  the  body  of  Christ  that  baptism  be  administered  or  the 
supper  be  observed,  they  are  always  competent  to  desipjnate 
one  of  their  number  to  perform  these  acts,  in  the  name  of  the 
brotherhood. 

If  any  one  is  disposed  to  question  the  correctness  of  these 
positions,  in  the  light  of  scripture  and  ecclesiastical  history, 
the  time  allotted  me  on  this  occasion  will  admit  of  little  argu- 
ment. I  am  surrounded  to-night  by  those  who  are  much  better 
able  to  inform  you  than  I  profess  to  be,  whether  they  can  be 
overturned  by  valid  arguments  derived  from  these  sources. 
To  me  it  seems  quite  evident  that  they  cannot.  In  what  por- 
tion of  our  Lord's  teaching,  or  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  or 
of  their  letters,  can  an  intimation  be  found,  that  the  presence 
of  an  ordained  minister  and  his  administration  was  necessary 
to  render  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper  valid  ?  or  acceptable 
to  the  Head  of  the  Church  ?  or  editying  to  the  brotherhood ! 
If  this  idea  were  not  now  in  the  church,  and  thrown  back 
upon  the  New  Testament,  like  so  many  inventions  of  later 
times,  could  it  ever  be  derived  from  any  intimation  therein  con- 
tained ?  If  so,  from  what  direct  teaching  or  valid  inference! 
And  if  those  ideas  of  a  mediatorial  ministry  to  which  I  object, 
are  not  sustained  by  the  authority  of  scripture,  then  must  it 
be  exceedingly  mischievous  to  assume  them,  to  admit  them,  or 
to  act  upon  them.  It  renders  us  feeble,  powerless,  in  our  con- 
troversy with  the  impudent  pretensions  of  Prelacy.  We,  says 
the  Prelatist,  have  the  only  ministry  duly  qualified  to  admin- 
ister the  sacraments  and  pronounce  the  Apostolic  benediction 
on  those  who  rightly  observe  them.  Our  answer  is,  or  general- 
ly has  beeu;  No ;  our  qualifications  to  administer  and  exhibit 
the  sacraments  are  as  good  as  yours.  Amid  all  the  endless 
conflicts  and  confusions  of  ecclesiastical  history,  such  a  claim 
is  not  easy  to  be  demonstrated  to  the  clear  understanding 
and  the  full  apprehension  of  the  unlearned  and  the  unthinking 
or  of  the  bigoted  and  the  superstitious.    But  if  it  can  be  shown 
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from  scripture  itself,  that  the  whole  idea  of  a  clergy  qualified 
bj  divine  authority  to  adminiBter  Bacraments  and  pronounce 
absolutions,  is  without  the  smallest  sanction  of  the  divine 
word, — an  invention  of  after  times  of  darkness  and  superstition 
and  semi-paganism,  thrown  back,  and  besmeared  upon  the 
fair  face  of  the  New  Testament  as  it  came  from  Apostolic 
minds  and  hearts,  this  is  an  argument  easily  understood  and 
appreciated  by  the  unlearned,  and  apprehended  by  the  feeblest 
intellect. 

If  the  issue  is  a  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  Priesthood 
against  a  Prelatical  Priesthood,  I  think  we  impose  on  ourselves 
the  doom  of  the  fabled  Sisyphus,  forever  to  roll  a  heavy  stone 
up  the  hill,  only  that  it  may  recoil  upon  us,  and  rush  down 
again  to  the  bottom.  But  if  our  issue  is,  no  priesthood  but 
the  great  High  Priesthood  of  Jesus  Christ,  against  a  Prelatical 
and  Popish  Priesthood,  the  conflict  is  easy,  and  the  victory  will 
soon  be  finally  and  for  ever  ours. 

If  to  any,  as  possibly  to  many,  these  views  seems  loose  and 
anarchical,  I  reply,  that  the  suggestion  is  certainly  not  under- 
valued, nor  unconsidered  ;  and  my  answer  to  it  is  distinct  and 
definite.  The  notion  I  oppose  is  anarchical,  and  my  suggestion 
is  only  the  first  step  out  of  chaos  into  regions  of  light  cmd 
order.  The  notion  of  a  mediatorial  ministry,  under  almost 
infinite  varieties  of  degree  and  of  form,  is  the  true  and  only 
origin  of  that  religious  anarchy  which  is  only  most  distressing 
and  heart-sickening  where  population  is  most  heterogeneous, 
aiid  mind  most  active  and  most  free,  but  which  is  spreading 
itself,  like  the  swarm  of  locusts  in  the  Kevelation,  over  all 
Protestant  Christendom ;  and  which  fails  to  manifest  its  pres- 
ence in  Catholic  countries,  only  because  the  same  swarm  long 
since  in  those  lands  devoured  every  green  thing,  and  nothing 
now  remains  for  it  to  feed  upon.  I  say  that  this  religious 
anarchy  is  the  direct  and  inevitable  outgrowth  of  this  very 
notion  of  a  mediatorial  ministry  ;  and  will  spread  itself  more 
and  more  widely,  and  darken  the  world  still  more  gloomily, 
and  shut  out  the  rays  of  the  sun  of  righteousness  from  still  in- 
creasing millions,  till  it  is  finally  and  for  ever  abjured  by  the 
whole  Christian  brotherhood. 

That  religious  anarchy  and  confusion  which  nowhere  else  is 
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80  prevalent  and  so  terrible  as  in  our  young  empires  of  the 
Mississippi  valley,  is  the  direct,  logical^  and  inevitable  result  of 
the  conflict  of  rival  corporations,  each  claiming  to  represent 
Christ  and  his  kingdom,  and  each  seeking  to  administer 
Christian  ordinances  and  to  become  spiritual  guides  to  the 
largest  possible  number  of  the  people.  The  Roman  Catholic 
says :  "  Come  to  us,  we  only  have  the  Church  of  God  and  the 
Ministry  of  Christ's  appointment."  The  Episcopalian  says, 
'*  Come  to  us,  for  we  only  have  all  these."  The  Presbyterian 
of  each  of  the  several  ecclesiastical  corporations  bearing  that 
name ;  the  Methodist,  whether  Episcopal,  Wesleyan,  or  Pro- 
testant ;  the  Baptist  in  each  of  the  almost  innumerable  divis- 
ions into  which  Baptists  are  divided,  each  of  these  says, 
"  Come  to  us,  for  if  ours  is  not  the  only  channel  through  which 
the  sacraments  and  the  preaching  of  the  word  can  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  people,  it  is  at  least  more  acceptable  to  God,  and 
more  edifying  to  the  body  of  Christ,  than  any  other."*  Neither 
can  substantiate  his  claims  from  the  divine  word :  that  is  im- 
possible. No  trace  of  such  an  organization  as  either  of  them 
advocates,  can  be  found  in  Scripture.  Each  of  them  gives 
reasons  for  prefering  his  system,  which  seem  plausible  to 
many.  Yet  none  can  produce  an  argument  which  can  con- 
vince more  than  a  minority  of  the  Christian  people,  that  its 
claims  are  superior.  Thus  the  brotherhood  is  rent  into  many 
fragments,  to  be  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  these  several 
clerical  and  ecclesiastical  corporations,  to  receive  from  them 
its  ministry,  its  instruction,  and  its  sacraments.  This  is  es- 
sential anarchy  in  principle,  and  must  certainly  produce  an- 
archy in  practice,  as  long  as  each  tree  continues  to  bear  its  own 
proper  fruit.  Remedy  in  the  present  order  of  things  seems  as 
hopeless  as  remedy  for  northeast  winds  in  New  England. 

Or  state  the  case  thus :  The  idea  of  a  Christian  priesthood, 
other  than  that  of  the  Great  High  Priest,  is  utterly  foreign  to 
the  Kew  Testament.  The  introduction  of  that  idea,  the  turn- 
ing of  the  teaching  ministry  of  the  Apostles  into  a  mediating 
priesthood,  was,  however,  at  once  the  earliest  and  the  deadliest 
of  those  corruptions  of  Christianity,  which,  by  inevitable  con- 
sequence, brought  on  the  great  Apostasy,  and  filled  Christen- 


*  See  note  on  page  720,  at  the  end  of  the  Artide. 
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dom  with  a  darkness  which,  like  that  of  Egypt,  could  be  felt. 
At  the  Reformation,  this  fatal  error  was  not  clearly  seen,  and 
purged  away,  root  and  branch  and  seed,  as  it  should  have  been, 
but,  under  virions  modifications  and  limitations,  was  adhered  to 
by  the  Reformers,  and  made  the  germinating  principle  of  new 
organizations.  Indeed,  most  of  them  would  not  have  assailed 
the  organization  of  the  Papal  Church  at  all,  had  they  not  been 
forced  to  do  so,  in  order  to  protect  themselves  in  holding  and 
propagating  a  pure  gospel. 

Hence  to  this  day  the  church,  as  an  actually  existing  institu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  church  of  history,  with  scarcely  any  ex- 
ception since  the  Apostolic  age,  may  be  defined  a  corporation 
whose  function  it  is  to  mediate  between  God  and  Christian 
people,  in  providing  for  the  disciples  of  Christ  the  sacraments 
of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper. 

While  all  bowed  to  the  authority  of  Rome,  she  was  the  only 
corporation  through  which  the  Lord's  people  could  have  the 
sacraments  and  absolution.  The  Reformation  did  not  re- 
ject  this  mediatorial  function  of  the  church,  but  established 
numerous,  for  the  most  part,  national  corporations,  to  perform 
it.  Soon  came  division  of  these  so-called  national  churches. 
Many  rival  corporations,  each  claiming  and  exercising  the 
same  mediatorial  function,  sprang  up,  and  sought  to  obtain  the 
adhesion  of  as  many  as  possible  of  the  people.  And  as  genera- 
tion after  generation  of  Christian  history  has  been  passing,  new 
conflicts  have  arisen.  New  divisions  have  become  inevitable 
and  new  mediating  corporations  have  come  into  being,  with 
all  the  fiery  zeal  of  intensely  heated  partisan  conflict.  This  is 
sect  as  we  behold  it.  This  is  the  germinating  principle,  from 
which  the  religious  anarchy  of  the  nineteenth  century  springs. 
Its  origin  is  to  be  found  in  that  bitter  root,  which  Paul  saw,  as  the 
mystery  of  iniquity,  already  working,  and  out  of  which  grew 
the  great  Apostasy  itself. 

Let  us  go  back  then  to  first  prirciples.  That  is  our  only 
remedy.  If  Jesus  Christ  did  make  a  mediating  priesthood,  in 
any  degree  or  under  any  limitations,  necessary  to  the  due  in- 
struction and  edification  of  his  people,  and  institute  a  cor- 
poration, with  power  to  furnish  such  a  priesthood  to  the 
Church  forever, — in  the  name  of  God,  let  us  find  out  where  and 
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what  it  is,  and  submit  to  it,  and  bring  this  terrible  anarchy  to 
an  end. 

But  if  Christ  has  made  such  a  priesthood  necessary  to  the 
edification  of  his  disciples,  and  yet  has  made  no  provision  for 
supplj^ing  this  want,  but  left  all  Christian  people  at  liberty  to 
supply  it  in  whatever  manner  they  may  think  most  expedient 
and  edifying,  then  nothing  but  anarchy  remains  to  the  whole 
church  of  God  under  heaven.  In  that  case  Christ  himself  in- 
stituted anarchy. 

But  if  the  whole  idea  of  a  priestly  or  ecclesiastical  corpora- 
tion having  power  to  stand  thus  between  the  Lord  and  his 
people  is  a  usurpation,  if  the  Great  High  Priest  is  the  only 
Priest  that  Christianity  knows,  and  all  born  into  the  kingdom 
are  born,  not  only  to  an  inheritance  of  a  share  of  the  king- 
dom, but  in  the  *'  royal  Priesthood  "  also,  then  may  the  Lord's 
people,  wherever  and  whenever  assembled  in  his  name,  provide 
for  their  own  edification,  and  the  enlargement  of  his  visible 
kingdom. 

The  first  of  these  conceptions  is  that  of  a  spiritual  despotism, 
which  must  banish  liberty  and  spiritual  life  from  the  earth. 
The  second  is  the  conception  of  a  principle  of  anarchj',  potent 
enough  to  fill  all  the  future  with  confusion  and  sorrow,  and 
in  its  ultimate  result  to  bring  back  into  the  religious  world 
chaos  and  old  night.  The  third  is  the  blessed  union  of  free- 
dom and  social  order,  under  which  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and 
the  wilderness  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose. 

This  brings  me  to  speak  of  the  true  conception  of  the  Christ- 
ian ministry,  to  the  development  of  which  the  remainder  of 
this  discourse  must  be  devoted. 

The  idea  which  is  central  in  this  conception,  I  have  been 
compelled  to  anticipate  in  unfolding  that  false  conception  to 
which  the  true  stands  in  contradiction.  It  is  that  our  Christian- 
ity knows  but  one  Priesthood,  the  Priesthood  of  our  crucified 
Lord,  into  the  coinheritance  of  a  share  in  which  Priesthood, 
every  true  disciple  is  born,  when  he  comes  into  the  kingdom. 
The  whole  multitude  of  the  disciples  are  to  be  *'  kings  and 
priests  unto  God."  The  glorious  company  of  the  redeemed 
constitute  a  *'  royal  Priesthood."  The  trne  Christian  ministry 
then  begins  with  Christ  himself,  in  the  manger,  in  Gethsemane, 
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and  on  Calvary,  and  embraces  every  Ohristian  disciple  in 
every  age  and  land.  Every  one  that  is  bom  of  God  is  not  only 
to  receive  life,  but  within  his  measure  to  impart  it ;  not  only 
to  receive  light,  but  to  become  himself  a  radiant ;  not  only  to 
hear  the  glad  tidings,  but  to  publish  them.  The  essential 
nature  of  the  kingdom,  and  our  calling  into  it,  require  and 
necessitate  this.  In  a  society  so  constituted,  there  can  be  no 
monopoly  of  preaching  or  praying,  or  of  any  other  sacred 
fanction.  Each  is  endowed  with  the  privilege  of  becoming  as 
light  as  possible,  and  therefore  of  shining  as  much  as  possible. 
Just  here,  however,  we  are  met  by  the  ponsideration,  that, 
in  all  human  society,  the  teaching  function  is  one  of  the 
gravest  and  most  indispensable,  and  the  importance  of  it  per- 
vades all  civilization.  Savages  only  are  without  teachers,  and 
just  in  proportion  as  this  great  function  is  degraded  or  neglect- 
ed, men  descend  towards  the  savage  state.  And  in  respect  to 
no  human  interest  and  hope  is  this  function  so  indispensable, 
as  in  respect  to  religion,  duty,  G-od,  the  life  everlasting.  It  is 
also  to  be  observed  that  such  is  the  inevitable  ordinance  of 
God,  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  life  energy  of  most 
men  is  employed  in  serving  tables.  When  they  have  pertbrm- 
ed  the  labor  necessary  to  provide  for  the  physical  and  tem- 
poral wants  of  themselves  and  those  whom  God  has  made  de- 
pendent on  them,  little  either  of  time  or  energy  is  letl  for 
their  own  improvement  in  knowledge,  or  for  the  instruction  of 
others.  Hence  the  Church  has  found  in  every  age  the  need  ot 
securing  to  herself  the  undivided  energies  of  such  minds  as 
God  has  made  "  apt  to  teach,"  not  as  we  often  say  to  '*  serve  at 
her  altars,"  for  she  has  no  altars  but  the  *'  mercy  seat,"  around 
which  all  disciples  of  Christ  meet  on  a  perfect  equality  ;  but 
to  perform  for  her  and  in  her  behalf,  this  teaching  function. 
And  that  they  may  give  themselves  wholly  to  this  good  work 
in  the  service  of  the  Church,  it  is  fit  that  they  be  relieved 
from  the  service  of  tables,  by  having  their  temporal  wants  pro- 
vided for.  When  we  speak  of  a  Christian  ministry,  as  distinct 
from  the  whole  Christian  brotherhood,  we  ought  to  mean  those 
who,  by  their  own  superior  endowments,  and  by  the  choice  of 
their  brethren,  are  devoted  to  the  performance  of  this  high 
Amotion. 
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And  as  a  Ohrietian  miniBtry  this  ifl  their  whole  and  only 
function.  They  are  like  Paul,  who  testified  that  the  Lord  sent 
him,  "  not  to  baptize,  bnt  to  preach  the  ^rospel."  They  may 
baptize, — Panl  did  sometimes.  But  it  is  not  because  they 
have  any  clerical  authority,  whereby  baptism  is  rendered  valid 
or  acceptable.  They  may  preside  at  the  Lord's  table — it  is  fit 
they  should,  but  not  because  the  validity  or  edifying  power  of 
the  rite  depends  at  all  on  their  official  presence  ;  bnt  only  as 
teachers  of  the  truth  of  God,  and  authoritative  teachers  only 
so  far  as  they  utter  God's  truth  in  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
observance,  the  glorious  relations  and  realities  it  is  designed 
to  express,  and  the  qualifications  required  of  those  who  would 
observe  it.  They  may  take  an  important  part  in  administer- 
ing the  discipline  of  the  church.  But  it  is  still  only  as  teach- 
ers, having  authority  only  so  far  as  they  truly  interpret 
and  apply  God's  truth,  to  the  several  cases  which  may  arise. 
A  minister  of  the  Gospel  presiding  at  the  supper,  or  in  a 
church  meeting,  or  admonishing  an  erring  brother,  or  adminis- 
tering consolation  to  the  sick  and  the  dying  and  the  mourn- 
ing, stands  as  exclusively  on  his  reasons,  and  derives  his  author- 
ity as  exclusively  from  the  truth  of  God  which  he  exhibits, 
as  when  he  is  expounding  the  word  of  God  from  the  pulpit. 
He  is  the  hand  and  the  mouth  of  the  one  royal  priesthood, 
obeying  the  last  great  commission,  *'  Go,  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Qf  this  teaching  function,  however,  cer- 
tain very  peculiar  characteristics  are  to  be  noted. 

L  The  true  Christian  minister  is,  in  the  highest  and  only 
desirable  sense,  clothed  with  divine  authority.  The  messages 
which  he  has  to  deliver  to  the  church  and  to  the  world  are 
messages  from  God,  and  are  backed  with  God's  authority. 
He  is  not  set  to  teach  human  speculations  or  philosophies.  He 
is  not  set  to  dam  up  the  waters  of  human  passion  and  selfish- 
ness, and  arrest  their  destructive  course,  by  any  mere  devices 
or  inventions  of  man.  If  he  were  so,  if  he  had  nothing  better 
and  stronger  to  rely  on,  no  wise  man  would  or  could,  with  any 
faith  or  hopefulness,  devote  himself  to  the  work.  But  this  w 
not  his  condition.  The  sum  and  substance  of  his  teaching  is 
the  religion  of  the  Bible,  viewed  as  a  revelation  from  God, 
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and  haviiifr  proved  its  efficacy  by  its  power  over  individual 
character  and  the  history  of  the  race,  through  many  centuries. 
If  one  truly  derives  his  messages  to  the  people  from  this  foun- 
tain, he  is  a  messenger  of  God  to  men ;  he  is  an  ambassador 
of  Christ.  And  God  will  own  and  honor  his  word  by  the  gift 
of  His  Spirit. 

No  sight  can  be  more  pitiful  than  one  which,  in  this  age, 
we  often  behold,  of  men  who  reject  with  scorn  and  contempt 
all  that  is  supernatural  and  divine  in  the  gospel,  and  yet  flatter 
themselves  and  their  followers,  with  the  notion  that  they  are 
Christian  ministers.  It  is  a  disgusting  delusion.  They  are  no 
more  Christian  ministers,  than  one  would  be  a  teacher  of  the 
Newtonian  Astronomy,  who  should  deny  and  deride  the  law 
of  gravitation.  I  say  it  is  pitiful.  If  the  gospel,  historically 
considered,  is  a  myth,  or  a  collection  of  myths ;  if  all  that  is 
supernatural  in  the  Sible  is  delusion ;  if  nothing  in  our  re- 
ligion is  tenable  but  those  few  shreds  of  Clirist's  morality, 
which  would  remain  when  his  divinity,  his  atonement,  and  his 
resurrection  have  been  rejected,  why  should  wise  men  call 
themselves  Christians  ?  What  is  there  in  such  a  tissue  of  de- 
lusions and  superstitions  as  Christianity,  on  that  supposition, 
becomes,  to  induce  men  of  thought  who  have  discovered  all  this, 
and  seen  through  and  through  it,  still  to  attach  themselves  to 
Christianity,  and  call  themselves  by  its  name,  and  claim  more 
truly  to  represent  it,  than  the  men  who  reverently  accept  its 
claims  to  be  a  supernatural  revelation  from  heaven }  I  have 
no  claim  and  no  wish  to  say,  that  men  who  deny  the  super- 
natural elements  of  the  gospel  may  not  be  right,  or  to  say 
how  God  will  judge  them  at  last.  But  I  have  a  right  to  say, 
that  they  are  not  Christians  and  Christian  ministers,  and  that 
their  claim  that  they  are,  is  neither  in  good  taste,  nor  yet  quite 
fair  and  honest.  They  will  find  it  difficult  to  escape  falling 
under  the  woe  denounced  on  hypocrites,  false  pretenders. 
Every  true  Christian  minister  preaches  that  old  fashioned  gos- 
pel which  Paul  declared  to  be  the  power  of  God  and  the  wis- 
dom of  God.  The  sooner  we  succeed  in  setting  forth  the 
characteristic  peculiarities  of  Christianity,  with  such  discrimi- 
nating clearness  and  power,  that  whatever  men  may  believe, 
they  will  no  longer  give  any  heed  to  such  miserable  preten- 
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Bions,  the  better  will  it  be  for  a  world  that  needs  a  Saviour, 
and  for  the  honor  of  the  church,  which  surely  ought  so  to  ex- 
hibit the  gospel,  that  it  cannot  be  so  belied  with  any  hope  of 
success. 

n.  A  ministry,  whose  whole  function  lies  in  teacliing,  has 
need  of  every  variety  and  degree  of  culture,  which  is  attain- 
able in  each  successive  age.  A  priestly  ministry  has  less  and 
less  need  of  high  culture,  just  in  proportion  as  it  exalts  the 
mediatorial  and  degrades  the  teaching  function.  It  is  there- 
fore that  wherever,  as  in  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Greek 
Churches,  the  priestly  function  has  become  everything,  and 
the  teaching  function  nothing,  the  great  body  of  the  clergy 
have  been  ignorant  and  degraded.  And  in  all  churches,  when 
a  ritual  becomes  the  all  important  thing  in  the  service,  and 
religious  teaching  occupies  a  very  small  and  unimportant  place, 
the  attainments  and  the  culture  of  the  ministry  become  of 
small  importance.  It  requires  neither  learning  nor  talent  to 
say  prayers,  and  administer  rites  according  to  a  prescribed 
rubric. 

I  remember  a  few  years  ago  to  have  attended  a  Sabbath 
afternoon  service  in  an  old  English  Cathedral,  well  known  to 
history,  as  it  still  shows  upon  its  battered  and  partially  demol- 
ished walls,  the  pounding  it  got  from  Cromwell's  Ironsides. 
During  the  exhibition  of  the  church  service  which  was  chanted,- 
or  intoned  perhaps  they  call  it,  the  church  and  the  vestibule 
were  crowded ;  but  as  soon  as  that  was  over  most  of  the  audi- 
ence took  a  very  hasty  departure.  Many  more  would  have 
gone,  but  the  door  leading  to  the  center  aisle  was  kept  fas- 
tened, so  that  those  who  were  in  it,  of  whom  I  was  one,  were 
obliged  to  stay  and  hear  the  sermon.  I  was  certainly  of  the 
opinion  that  those  who  made  their  escape  at  the  close  of  the 
singing  were  fortunate.  When  I  visit  Bristol  cathedral  again 
I  shall  take  a  seat  in  one  of  the  side  aisles.  You  cannot  de- 
grade preaching  and  exalt  ritualism  in  public  worship  without 
lowering  the  standard  of  ministerial  qualification  and  culture. 

But  the  teaching  function,  no  matter  what  a  man  is  to  teach, 
always  requires  culture,  and  the  more  of  it  he  has  the  better 
he  will  be  qualified  for  his  work.  And  when  a  man  is  to  spend 
his  life  in  teaching  the  Christian  religion  in  all  its  endlessly 
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varied  applications  to  individnal,  social,  and  political  life,  to 
defend  it  against  the  attacks  of  all  enemies,  and  to  commend 
it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  all  minds,  in  all  conditions 
of  thought  and  feeling,  the  demand  for  a  wide  and  varied  and 
generous  caltare,  of  which  he  will  be  conscious,  will  be  far 
higher  and  more  argent  than  in  any  other  avocation  in  life. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny  that  a  man  who  knows  the  gospel 
well,  in  the  deep  and  earnest  experiences  of  his  own  heart,  and 
yet  knows  little  else,  may  often  prove  a  very  successful  minis- 
ter. But  whenever  all,  or  the  ^eat  body  of  the  ministry,  are 
snch,  nothing  but  disaster  and  feebleness  can  come  of  it  to  the 
cause.  And  in  a  living,  teaching  ministry  this  never  can  be 
so.  The  necessities  which  such  a  ministry  will  always  feel 
will  create  a  demand  for  wider  and  still  wider  culture.  And 
this  felt  necessity,  this  conscious  want  of  the  Christian  ministry, 
is  one  of  the  chief  forces  which  has  founded  colleges  and  uni- 
versities, and  stimulated  the  mental  activity  of  modern  Christen- 
dom. The  cause  of  learning  will  never  languish,  in  a  com- 
munity which  honors  and  reveres  a  teaching  ministry. 

IIL  This  teaching  ministry  must  be  consecrated  to  its  work 
in  a  spirit  of  the  highest  and  most  exemplary  self-abnegation. 
This,  for  the  very  obvious  reason  that  a  teacher  of  moral  or 
even  of  practical  truth  of  any  kind,  whose  life  is  not  accordant 
with  his  teaching,  will  never  fail  to  find  his  instructions 
despised,  and  himself  scorned  as  a  hypocrite.  The  center  of 
the  gospel  is  Christ — not  a  mere  theological  Christ — but  the 
Christ  of  evangelical  history — the  Christ  "  who  though  he  was 
rich  for  our  sakes  became  poor,  that  we,  through  his  poverty, 
might  be  rich."  This  Christ  is  not  only  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  but  he  is  the  model  and  the  example  of  all  true  virtne, 
true  holiness  in  the  Universe.  None  are  saved,  none  can  be 
saved,  but  those  who,  in  thib  characteristic  particular,  have  be- 
come Christ-like.  Without  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  there  is 
no  gospel,  no  salvation,  no  church,  no  ministry.  One  cannot 
teach,  though  he  have  the  powers  of  an  archangel,  what  he 
does  not  know.  And  one  who  has  not  the  spirit  of  self-sacri- 
fice does  not  know  Christ  or  his  gospel,  and  cannot  teach 
Christianity.  He  may  teach  a  philosophy  or  a  system  of  meta- 
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physics,  but  the  gospel  he  cannot  teach,  for  he  does  not  know 
it,  and,  till  he  learns  self-sacrifice,  cannot  leai'n  it. 

And  it  is  precisely  here  that  all  those  notions  of  religion 
utterly  fail  which  reject  a  divine  Savioar,  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh.  They  would  teach  the  morality  of  the  gospel  they  say, 
but  they  cannot  teach  the  morality  of  the  gospel,  for  they  can- 
not learn  it.  The  morality  of  the  gospel  can  be  learned,  in  its 
fullness  and  distinctive  peculiarity,  only  at  the  cross  of  a  divine 
Saviour.  It  is  only  from  that  cross  that  th'e  doctrine  of  self- 
sapritice  has  gone  forth  to  pervade  the  Church  of  Christ  in  all 
ages,  and  save  the  world  for  which  Christ  died.  He  that  re- 
jects that  cross  rejects  the  fountain,  the  only  fountain  from 
which  Christian  morality  flows. 

The  necessities  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  this  world  require 
such  self-sacrifice,  in  order  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  sub- 
lime destiny.  Jfo  exigency  of  human  history  that  has  ever 
arisen  has  made  any  equal  demand  for  the  spirit  of  heroic  self- 
sacrifice.  It  brought  the  Lord  of  glory  to  this  world  of  sin 
and  sorrow,  and  it  saves  only  by  imparting  to  men  a  like 
spirit.  I  once  heard  a  minister  of  the  s^ospel  assert, — ^it  was 
before  tte  war,  of  course, — that  in  our  age  the  spirit  of  heroism 
is  dead.  I  could  hardly  restrain  the  utterance  of  my  indigna- 
tion. The  spirit  of  heroism  is  not  dead,  and  as  long  as  Christ 
ianity  lives,  never  can  dia  Nobler  heroism  earth  never  saw  than 
that  manifested  in  the  history  of  the  Missions,  domestic  and 
foreign,  of  this  our  own  country.  And  never  had  the  church  great 
er  need  of  it  than  to-day.  The  Christian  teacher  must  still  fol- 
low the  course  of  our  emigration,  as  it  spreads  itself  in  ever 
widening  circles  over  the  vast  plains  of  the  still  unpeopled 
West,  and  amid  all  the  dells  and  gorges  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains,  and  along  all  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  to  found  and  to 
build  on  the  ever  receding  border  of  the  wilderness,  the 
school,  the  college,  the  church,  and  every  institution  of  Christ- 
ian civilization.  And  when  shall  that  border  cease  to  re- 
cede {  When  there  is  no  more  wilderness ;  when  the  whole 
habitable  earth  shall  smile  and  bloom  under  the  blessed  sun- 
shine of  a  Christian  civilization.  I  would  fondly,  yet  doubt- 
ingly,  hope,  that  there  may  be  little  more  call  for  the  heroism 
of  the  battle  field ;  but  for  the  higher  and  nobler  heroism  of 
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Chrietian  self-sacrifice  to  carry  the  gospel  to  the  destitute  and 
the  perishing,  the  demand  was  never  more  imperative  than 
now.  It  is  often  said,  and  I  think  it  is  trae,  that  all  systems 
that  have  power  in  the  world,  have  in  them  some  germs  of 
trnth.  When  I  consider  how  much  mischief  Jesuitism  has 
done  in  the  world,  I  should  feel  disposed  to  make  that  an  ex- 
ception. But  after  all  I  cannot.  I  must  admit  that  its  power 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact,  that  it  does  embody,  with  peculiar 
intensity,  this  distinctive  principle  of  Christianity,  self-sacrifice 
— self-abnegation — not  indeed  for  Christ,  not  in  consecration  to 
him,  but  to  the  order.  Ignatius  Loyola  himself  describes  this 
self-abnegation  in  the  expressive  Latin  phrase,  ^^  Perinde  ac 
cadaver ;"  even  as  a  dead  body,  the  very  limbs  and  muscles 
of  the  body  to  be  moved  not  by  one's  own  will,  but  by  the  will 
of  another.  As  a  representation  of  the  completeness  of  the 
consecration,  I  accept  the  figure  as  a  symbol  of  the  consecra- 
tion of  the  true  Christian  minister  to  the  cause  of  the  Master. 
And  yet  I  loathe  the  %ure.  It  is  not  as  dead  men  that  we 
are  to  be  consecrated,  but  as  living  men,  and  never  so  truly 
and  nobly  alive  as  when  most  consecrated  to  him  and  his 
work ;  not  to  the  society  of  Jesuits ;  not  to  any  sect  or  any 
party ;  to  any  human  authority  and  control ;  but  ^^  to  him  that 
loved  us  and  gave  himself  to  die  for  us,"  and  to  the  enlarge- 
ment and  unification  of  the  Christian  brotherhood.  This  is 
not  death ;  it  is  life,  and  all  else  is  death. 

IV.  Finally  :  such  a  teaching  ministry  is  the  only  ministry 
that  can  hold  its  power  among  the  mighty  intellectual  elements 
of  this  our  modern  civilization.  A  mediating  priesthood  is  for 
the  infancy,  not  for  the  mature  manhood  of  the  human  race. 
So  judged  the  unerring  One.  Hb  gave  to  the  Jew  a  mediating 
priesthood,  but  only  as  a  wise  parent  gives  toys  to  children. 
And  even  in  the  progress  of  the  Jewish  state,  we  see  the  me- 
diatorial element  of  that  priesthood  falling  into  the  back- 
ground, and  the  teaching  element  brought  more  and  more  into 
the  foreground.  And  when  the  desire  of  all  nations  came,  He 
completed  mediation  in  his  own  person  on  the  cross,  and  abol- 
ished all  human  priesthood  tor  ever.  The  infancy  of  man  was 
past ;  his  maturity  was  come.  Such  too  is  still  more  the  ex- 
perience of  Pagan  priesthoods.    Amid  the  high  culture  and 
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civilization  of  the  Grecian  and  Roman  periods,  the  mammeries 
of  their  priests  excited  only  the  contempt  and  the  scorn  of 
their  cultivated  classes.  And  just  after  the  Christian  era,  we 
find  them  openly  exposed  to  the  keen  and  cutting  satire  of  a 
Lncian. 

So  will  it  fare  in  our  age  and  in  coming  i^es  with  any 
mediating  priesthood,  any  religion  of  rites  and  ceremonies, 
and  lighted  tapers,  and  holy  vestments,  and  ancient  rubrics, 
and  pious  genuflexions,  and  the  sanctified  utterance  of  pre- 
scribed forms  of  approach  to  Grod — they  are  the  toys  of 
childhood,  still  kept  in  use  amid  the  graver  cares  and  duties, 
and  clearer  discernments  of  mature  life. 

But  a  ministry  of  truth,  standing  on  its  reasons,  clad 
in  the  armor  of  righteousness,  and  appealing  to  the  under- 
standing s^d  the  conscience  of  the  human  race,  in  behalf  of 
"the  forgiveness  of  sins,"  "  the  resurrection  of  the  body,"  and 
"  the  life  everlasting,"  "  reasoning  of  righteousenees,  temperance, 
and  judgment  to  come,"  will  never  cease  to  be  powerful,  and 
will  only  become  more  powerful,  as  the  human  intellect  is 
more  cultivated,  and  civilization  more  mature. 

It  was  in  the  very  age  in  which  the  old  priesthood  was 
writhing  in  mortal  agony  under  the  satire  of  a  Lncian,  that 
Christianity  conquered  the  empire ;  and  it  will  be  in  the  age 
in  which  the  sham  priesthoods  which  have  been  Bubstituted 
for  the  gospel  are  passing  into  neglect  and  contempt,  that  the 
gospel  itself,  in  its  spiritual  elements,  will  conquer  the  world. 
They  say  **  the  ministry  is  loosing  its  power  over  the  mind  of 
Christendom."  If  it  is  so,  the  ministry  is  losing  its  hold  on 
the  moral  and  spiritual  truths  of  the  gospel.  It  is  like  Ban- 
yan's Pilgrim  in  his  conflict  with  ApoUyon — he  had  lost  his 
sword ;  let  him  grasp  that  again  with  good  firm  hand,  and  he 
will  easily  give  the  beast  a  wound,  which  will  send  him  howl- 
ing in  pain  to  his  hiding  place.  The  ministry  of  Christ  is  not 
losing  its  power  and  never  will — it  is  only  tlie  ministry  of  sect 
and  priestly  mediation. 

In  no  portion  of  her  history  since  the  reformation,  has  the 
church  come  so  near  to  a  full  conception  of  the  ministry  she 
needs  as  in  the  time  of  Cromwell.  There  was  just  then  a 
dawning  of  such  a  day  of  power  to  the  Church  of  Christ  on 
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eartb,  as  remains  even  yet  only  a  bright  prophecy  of  the 
fatnre.  It  was  a  glorious  dawn  shut  in  before  the  san  was  np^ 
by  the  dark  and  frowning  clonds  of  returning  despotism.  It 
is  true  Cromwell  and  his  Ironsides  used  very  carnal  weapons  at 
Naseby,  Dnnbar,  and  Worcester.  But  that  was  only  against 
those  who  would  by  force  deprive  tliem  of  "  the  liberty  of 
prophecying."  And  in  that  they  were  in  the  right.  I  have  a 
better  opinion  of  the  men  of  the  Apostolic  age,  than  to  be- 
lieve that  had  it  been  possible  for  them  to  form  that  clear 
and  definite  idea  of  a  Christian  State  which  Cromwell  and 
his  fellows  had,  and  to  meet  force  by  force  in  the  defense  of  it, 
they  would  have  tamely  suflfered  the  brutal  tyranny  of  Nero 
and  the  other  Boman  emperors.  ^^  If  thou  mayest  be  ire^^  use 
it  rather,"  they  would  have  said.  But  when  our  Puritan 
fathers  had  vindicated  their  liberty,  no  men  had  more  exclusive 
faith  in  purely  spiritual  weapons.  And  these  very  men  were 
more  terrible  to  the  enemies  of  the  gospel  in  the  pulpit,  than 
they  were  to  the  abettors  of  civil  and  religious  tyranny  on  the 
field  of  Dunbar.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  ne«d  to  take  up 
the  work  much  in  the  same  place  where  they  left  it. 

Fathers  and  brethren,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  progress  of 
provisions  for  a  sound  theological  education  in  this  great  Uni- 
versity. Lay  those  foundations,  rear  up  those  walls,  that,  from 
this  mother  of  Institutions  as  well  as  of  men,  there  may  go 
forth,  in  increasing  numbers  and  strength,  a  teaching  ministry, 
quite  emancipated  from  all  the  bonds  of  a  priestly  ritualism, 
to  carry  along  all  our  vast  frontier  as  it  is  ever  moving  West- 
ward and  Southward  and  Northward  the  messages  of  salva- 
tion, and  the  organizing,  civilizing  power  of  spiritual  Christ- 
ianity. He  who  knows  not  our  new  empires  in  the  great  val- 
ley, knows  not  the  power  of  Yale.  Her  sons  have  an  omni- 
presence over  all  that  vast  region,  which  can  be  claimed  for  the 
sons  of  no  other  seat  of  learning.  Let  her  still  retain  her 
national  character,  let  her  sons  still  accompany  the  emigrant, 
as  he  scares  the  deer  and  the  wolf  from  their  primeval  homes. 
Let  him  still  found  the  seats  of  learning  and  open  the  deep 
fountains  of  a  Christian  civilization,  within  hearing  of  the 
woodman's  ax,  and  the  howl  of  the  wolf.  It  is  our  duty,  our 
privilege  to  see  to  it,  that  no  part  or  portion  of  this  good  land 

VOL.  XXVII.  47 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


720         Trtie  Conception  of  the  Christiim  Minietry.     [Oct., 

is  given  up  to  a  degrading  worldliness,  and  a  God-denying 
materialism.  Such  is  the  danger  of  those  vast  regions  we  are 
reclaiming  from  the  prairie  and  the  forest. 

Bear,  then,  the  halls  of  your  noble  University,  and  let  the 
nation  feel  the  attractions  of  this  venerable  seat  of  learning. 
But  give  it  not  over  for  a  moment  to  a  science  which  knows 
no  God  but  nature,  and  no  soul  but  force.  If  Yale  ever  sees 
that  day,  her  glory  will  have  departed ;  the  days  of  her  national 
and  cosmopolitan  influence  will  be  gone  for  ever.  But  let  that 
evangelical  spirit  which  laid  her  first  foundations  inspire  her 
still,  and  consecrate  the  maturity  of  her  strength,  as  it  did  the 
feebleness  of  her  infancy,  and  her  influence  shall  be  co-exten- 
sive with  the  effort  of  the  Church  of  Christ  to  publish  his  sal- 
vation to  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  under  the 
whole  heaven. 

Note  from  page  70S. — It]  u  perhaps  not  easy  to  determine  what  Congre- 
gationaliBts  would  eay  of  this  matter.  Their  utterances  would  be  dlTerse. 
Many  certainly  would  Bay,  **Our  Ministry  is  just  as  well  qualified  to  administer 
sacraments  as  ahy  other.**  Some  might  say,  with  the  author  of  this  Article, 
*'  All  the  Lord's  people  are  priests,"  by  virtue  of  their  yitsl  union  with  the 
great  High  Priest." 

EaRATUii.— On  page  700,  line  84,  for  '*  ulterior,"  read  "  actual." 
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Abticlb  v.— our  finances. 

That  all  should  be  just,  and  more  punctiliously  so  in  cases 
in  which  the  party  dealt  with  has  no  power  of  redress,  is  uni- 
versally admitted ;  but  as  the  aggregation  of  people  which 
constitutes  a  nation  has  no  common  soul  to  suffer  for  its  delin- 
quencies, many  seem  willing  to  profit  by  public  wrong,  and 
let  the  penalty  fall  upon  the  individual  instruments  of  it. 
They  would  not  cheat  their  country's  creditors,  nor  even  incur 
the  suspicion  of  any  such  design,  but  are  willing  that  others 
should  repudiate  for  them,  and  thus  hope  to  participate  in  the 
profit  without  having  their  characters  tarnished  or  their  per- 
sonal credit  or  safety  impaired.  But  no  member  of  a  com- 
munity can  thus  escape  the  penalty  of  its  dishonor.  If  the  in- 
dividual is  not  polluted,  his  character  is  stained  by  the  national 
guilt  or  meanness.  The  dishonesty  of  a  nation  imposes  upon 
each  of  its  citizens  the  onus  of  proving  that  he  is  not  a  knave. 

The  power  of  a  country,  too,  is  essential  to  the  protection  of 
every  citizen  of  it,  and  to  destroy  its  credit  is  to  destroy  its  pro- 
tecting power.  When  loss  of  credit  arises  from  want  of  means, 
a  nation  may  still  be  respected ;  but  when,  with  ample  resources, 
it  refuses  to  pay,  or  seeks  by  a  show  of  fraudulent  intention  to 
frighten  its  creditors  into  a  compromise,  it  loses  both  credit  and 
character,  and  can  no  longer  sway  by  moral,  or  coerce  by  physi- 
cal, agencies.  We  are  at  the  moment  insisting  upon  the  right 
of  our  naturalized  citizens  to  exemption  from  foreign  allegiance. 
With  the  taint  of  repudiation  upon  us  we  could  exert  no  moral 
influence  upon  such  a  question,  nor  could  we  enforce  our  doc- 
trine by  any  physical  demonstration.  A  case  recently  occur- 
red, in  which  one  of  our  adopted  citizens  was  arrested  in  France 
as  a  deserter,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  drafted  after 
having  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  had  not  answered  to 
the  demand  of  the  government  under  which  he  was  bom  for 
military  service  at  his  hands.  Our  moral  influence  proved  to 
be  sufficient,  and  bad  it  not  been,  all  our  national  power  would 
have  been  put  forth  in  his  behalf. 
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We  are  also  now  insiBting  that  England  fihall  pay  for  the 
depredations  of  the  Alabama  upon  oar  commerce,  and  with  a 
strong  probability  that  our  claims  will  be  paid  without  a  re- 
sort to  arms.  But  morally  and  physically  weakened  by  evad- 
ing the  payment  of  our  creditors,  what  could  we  do?  England 
might  tauntingly  tell  us  to  pay  our  own  debts,  rather  than 
make  such  demands  of  her,  as  France  could  have  bidden  us  be 
sure  that  we  could  command  the  services  of  our  own  citizens, 
before  we  interfered  with  her  claims  upon  those  bom  on  her 
soil.  Without  credit  we  could  neither  equip  an  army  nor 
float  our  navy.  We  should  be  powerless  either  to  protect  oar 
rights  or  to  resent  insult.  It  may  be  said  that  the  resource  of 
taxation  would  still  be  left  to  us;  but  national  dishonesty  so 
demoralizes  a  people,  that  with  the  taxes  increased  to  the  maxi- 
mum ability  to  pay,  the  amount  which  will  reach  the  treasury 
will  still  be  insufficient  for  the  proper  expenditures,  with  the 
additions  by  waste  and  fraud  engendered  by  the  same  laxity 
of  principle.  Already  the  most  alarming  feature  of  our  posi- 
tion is  the  indication  that  there  is  not  sufficient  honesty  among 
us  to  insure  the  faithful  collection  of  the  revenues,  and  a  gov- 
ernment which,  at  tremendous  cost,  subdued  a  formidable  re- 
bellion, ingloriously  succumbs  to  a  villainous  gang  of  whisky 
distillers.  The  next  expedient  for  the  demands  of  war  is  a  re- 
sort to  forced  loans ;  but  this  soon  paralyzes  productive  indus- 
try and  absorbs  its  accumulations,  reducing  the  community  to 
a  semi-barbarous  condition,  as  is  practically  illustrated  in  oor 
neighborhood. 

It  appears  then  that  attacks  upon  our  credit  are  more  sub- 
versive of  our  power,  as  well  as  more  destructive  to  our  honor, 
than  assaults  upon  our  arms,  and  that  treason  in  that  form  is 
more  dangerous,  and  should  be  regarded  as  much  more  odions 
than  armed  rebellion,  as  fraud  is  meaner  than  open  combat 
with  equal  or  superior  force.  But  the  folly  of  the  recent  in- 
sidious attacks  upon  our  credit  is  even  greater  than  their 
meanness  and  guilt.  By  foolishly  threatening  to  pay  the 
holders  of  onr  promises  bearing  interest  in  other  promises 
without  interest — ^in  greenbacks — when  we  had  no  greenbacks 
to  pay  with,  our  credit  and  reputation  have  been  wantonly  in- 
jured without  even  the  chcmoe  of  pecuniary  gain.    Any  man 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1868.]  Out  Mnancea.  728 

who,  in  the  management  of  his  own  business,  shonld  commit 
such  a  blander,  should  thus  destroy  his  financial  credit  and 
moral  reputation,  without  the  possibility  of  any  compensating 
advantage,  would  be  deemed  a  fit  subject  either  for  an  idiotic 
school  or  a  lunatic  asylum. 

Even  those  so  obtuse  that  they  cannot  comprehend  abstract 
reasoning,  or  even  arithmetical  computations,  should  learn 
something  from  facts  before  their  eyes.  Massachusetts,  actu- 
ated by  high  moral  principle,  harmonizing  with  an  enlightened 
and  clear  perception  of  her  material  interests,  by  paying  gold 
without  question,  has  sustained  her  honor  and  her  credit,  and 
thereby,  in  her  comparatively  small  financial  operations, 
already  profited  to  the  amount  of  millions. 

It  may  be  said,  in  mitigation,  that  some  of  those  who  ad- 
vocate payment  in  depreciated  paper  contemplate  the  emission 
of  $1,200,000,000  of  greenbacks  to  take  up  the  bonds  which  they 
contend  may  legally  thus  be  paid.  No  one  has  yet  had  the 
hardihood  to  claim  that  this  $1,200,000,000  is  never  to  be  paid 
in  coin,  but  only  that  the  time  of  payment  is  to  be  indefinite 
or  payable  when  convenient.  The  bribe  thus  proffered  to  the 
people  to  fraudulently  depreciate  the  currency  is  the  gain  of 
the  interest  on  the  $1,200,000,000,  or  $72,000,000  per  annum— 
a  large  sum,  well  worth  attention.  But  though  large,  what  is 
it  compared  with  the  disadvantages  of  a  fluctuating,  irredeem- 
able currency,  on  such  a  scale,  and  the  general  disarrangement 
thereby  of  a  business,  the  gains  of  which,  in  a  normal  condition, 
paid  the  cost  of  government,  furnished  a  generous  living  to  all 
the  people,  and  left  a  surplus  of  over  $1,000,000,000  of  gold 
value!  The  additional  labor  required  to  do  the  business  with 
such  a  currency,  and  its  influence  in  diverting  labor  from  pro- 
duction to  mere  speculation  in  its  products,  would  far  more 
than  offset  the  $72,000,000  which  it  is  proposed  to  save  by 
the  inflation. 

Issue  tliis  additional  currency,  making  in  all  nearly 
$2,000,000,000,  when  the  amount  required  at  gold  value  is 
only  $500,000,000,  and  it  would,  even  if  its  eventual  payment 
at  some  indefinite  time  were  undoubted,  be  worth  only 
$500,000,000.  The  aggregate  value  or  purchasing  power  of 
an  inflated  currency  of  reliable  promises  to  pay  gold,  will  be 
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just  equal  to  the  amount  of  gold  required  to  effect  the  ex- 
changes. In  our  case  it  would  be  only  $600,000,000,  and  it 
would  be  passed  and  received  at  that  rate.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed that  this  result  would  be  modified  by  capitalists  at  home 
or  abroad  withdrawing  the  paper  from  use,  and  holding  it  for 
the  profit  of  eventual  payment  in  gold,  but  it  is  obvious  that  so 
long  as  parties  would  pay  any  interest  upon  it  for  use,  this  would 
not  be  done.  It  would  be  loaned  to  these  and  put  in  use.  But 
in  the  case  in  hand  such  relief  would  be  cut  off  in  another  way. 
It  would  be  obvious  that  the  same  reason  which  is  assigned  for 
paying  the  bonds  in  greenbacks,  viz.,  that  they  were  bought 
with  greenbacks,  would  apply  to  paying  the  holders  of  the 
currency  only  the  25  per  cent.,  which  they  paid  for  it,  and  in 
such  case  its  value  to  hold  would  only  be  25  per  cent.,  payable 
at  a  time  indefinitely  future,  say  only  20  per  cent.  But  for  the 
same  reason  it  would  again  be  reduced  below  the  20  per  cent., 
and  thus  run  down  continually  until  wholly  refused.  This 
last  consideration  relates  to  the  credit  of  the  currency  rather 
than  to  the  effect  of  its  quantity ;  so  long  as  by  common  con- 
sent it  is  accredited  as  the  universal  medium  of  exchange  in 
the  country,  it  will  have  the  aggregate  value  which  is  required 
for  that  service  or  use,  say  $500,000,000  and  no  ;nore,  and  if 
double  or  fourfold  that  amount  is  put  in  circulation  each  bill 
will  pass  for  half  or  quarter  its  nominal  value,  for,  as  just 
shown,  so  long  as  any  one  will  give  any  interest  for  its  use,  the 
whole  will  be  forced  into  use  at  this  depreciation  in  its  pur- 
chasing power.  The  effect  of  such  a  currency  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  a  country  would  be  exceedingly  injurious. 

TVith  the  measure  of  value  four  for  one,  nobody  would  risk 
investments  in  the  means  of  saving  labor  which  did  not  im- 
mediately give  back  a  very  large  part  of  their  cost.  No  one 
would  build  storehouses  for  grain,  or  mills  to  grind,  or  rail- 
roads or  ships  to  transport  it.  Such  enterprises  as  the  Pacific 
railroad  would  have  to  be  abandoned  and  roads  already  built 
would  only  be  repaired  under  conditions  onerous  to  the  public. 
The  companies  would  not  buy  rails  for  repairs  at  fourfold 
price,  unless  they  could  get  tenfold  price  for  their  use,  because 
by  a  change  in  the  currency  they  might  any  day  lose  all  the 
extra  cost.    Our  farmers  could  not  afford  even  to  replace  their 
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womont  reapers  and  threshing  machines,  and  would  soon  be 
reduced  to  the  old  modes  by  scythe  and  flail.  Add  to  these 
disad vanti^es  that  of  sustaining  in  extravagant  living  an  army 
of  speculators  and  peculators  engendered  by  inflation,  and  the 
$72,000,000  of  interest  sinks  into  insignificance,  compared  with 
the  loss  and  burden  put  upon  the  country  in  the  process  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  save  it.  But  let  us  note  this  process  a 
little  more  in  detail.  In  the  first  place  the  bondholders  would 
lose  say  three  fourths  the  amount  of  their  bonds.  A  large  por- 
tion of  this  would  fall  not  on  wealthy  capitalists,  but  on  the 
depositors  in  savings  banks  and  holders  of  small  amounts, 
either  of  bonds  or  of  the  previous  issue  of  currency,  to  whom 
it  would  bring  actual  privation  and  snfiering,  and  another 
lar^  portion  would  be  more  severely  felt  by  laborers  than  by 
capitalists  who  employ  them.  Most  of  the  latter  class  would 
profit  in  other  ways  by  the  change  in  value.  Take,  forinstance, 
the  case  of  a  baker,  who,  when  the  inflation  occurs,  is  employ- 
ing men  at  fifty  dollars  payable  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and 
having  a  month's  stock  of  flour  on  hand,  of  which  each  laborer 
will  convert  thirty  barrels  per  month  into  bread.  The  cost  of 
the  thirty  barrels  of  flour  before  the  inflation  is,  say 

$600 

Cost  of  labor,       .    .     •    .       60  550 

Add  for  customary  profit,       ....     50 

Value  of  the  bread  in  sound  currency,  $600. 
Its  value  in  the  inflated  currency  will  be  $2,400.  So  that 
for  this  month  he  pays  the  laborer  with  a  quarter  the  quantity 
of  bread  he  would  have  done,  and  as  all  other  articles  rise  in  the 
same  proportion,  the  laborer  for  this  month's  wages  can  obtain 
only  a  quarter  the  usual  quantity  of  supplies.  This  may  be 
divided  over  a  longer  period  than  one  month,  but  this  loss  of 
three  quarters  of  a  month's  wages  must  fall  upon  him.  It  may 
be  argued  that  this  gain  to  the  employer  and  loss  to  the 
laborer  are  only  temporary,  and  will  eventually  be  neutralized 
by  an  equal  decline  in  prices  when  a  sound  currency  is  re- 
stored. This  18  at  most  only  partially  true,  for  the  capitalists 
and  dealers  immediately  begin  to  charge  extra  profits  as  guar- 
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antee  for  this  risk  of  decline,  and  prices  to  the  laborers  and 
other  consumers  are  thereby  enhanced  dnring  the  whole  period 
of  inflation. 

Tliere  is  also  an  actaal  addition  to  the  cost  of  production 
and  distribution,  not  only  from  the  consequent  deficiency  of 
labor-saving  apparatus  before  alluded  to,  but  from  the  in- 
creased labor  of  doing  business  with  such  a  currency.     With 
the  additional  risks  attending  it,  ordinary  prudence  requires 
that  a  man  should  curtail  his  operations  and  do  less  in  propor- 
tion to  his  capital.  With  the  necessity  for  increased  thought  and 
vigilance  to  guard  against  losses  by  its  fluctuations  he  can  give 
less  attention  to  other  details,  and  hence  more  persons  are  re- 
quired to  manage  the  same  business.    This  makes  a  loss  to  the 
whole  community.    The  bad  effects  of  an  irredeemable  paper 
currency  have  been  so  repeatedly  proved  by  actual  experience, 
that  it  seems  strange  that  it  should  still  finds  advocates.    Our 
continental  money,  the  subsequent  separate  experience  of  near- 
ly every  State  in  this  Union,  and  our  present  condition,  ftirniah 
ample  testimony  of  its  baneful  effects.     In  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy we  have  a  warning  of  what  would  be  our  fate  if  we 
adopted  the  plan  of  the  expansionists.    There,  one  couimon 
ruin  and  almost  universal  destitution  and  suffering  have  been 
the  result.     It  may  be  said,  and  truly,  that  the  effect  was  there 
aggravated  by  civil  war ;  but  it  was  only  aggravated,  and  such 
an  emission  of  paper  money,  without  any  war,  would   have 
been  attended  with  very  nearly  the  same  pecuniary  results. 
No  labor-saving  machinery  being  provided,  and  even  the  re- 
ward of  manual  toil  made  uncertain,  product  would  have  been 
diminished  till  the  necessaries  of  life  became  scarce.     The 
writer  has  seen  a  community  of  great  productive  ability  re- 
duced to  great  straits,  by  an  inflated  irredeemable  paper  cur- 
rency, when  there  was  no  aggravation  by  war.     In  the  revul- 
sion which  succeeded  the  great  expansion  of  183*  to  1837,  the 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  were  much  embarrassed  by 
debt.     This  arose  in  part  from  the  cost  of  clearing  the  land 
and  other  expenses  incident  to  recent  settlement ;  and  partly 
from  speculation  at  the  high  prices  which  the  expansion  en- 
gendered.   Most  of  their  banks  failed,  and  various  devices 
were  resorted   to  to  supply   the  imperative  demand  for   a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Our  Jfinanee^.  727 

medinm  of  exchange  which  exists  in  all  civilized  communities, 
and  which  is  an  essential  element  of  social  progress.  In  one 
intelligent  community,  well  executed  bills  of  one  to  five  dol- 
lars each,  payable  in  Thompaonian  medicines^  were  current ; 
and  in  another  their  change  bills  read,  "  The  faith  of  the  Ten- 
pin  Alley  pledged  for  fifty  cents." 

The  urgent  necessity  of  the  hour,  however,  seemed  to  call 
forth  the  talent  suited  to  the  emergency.  One  man,  regarded 
as  a  miracle  of  financial  ability,  stepped  forward  to  supply  the 
want.  He  was  hailed  as  the  Nicholas  Biddle  of  the  South, 
and  regarded  as  the  deliverer  of  his  country.  With  wonder- 
All  energy  he  put  press  and  paper  in  requisition,  and  flooded 
the  State  with  Brandon  Bank  bills.  With  these  he  and  his 
coadjutors  bought  the  cotton  crop  of  a  large  section  of  the 
State.  The  day  was  not  long  enough  and  they  bought  by 
night  also.  The  planters,  in  the  rage  which  then  possessed 
them  for  producing  cotton,  had  neglected  to  raise  food ;  they 
sold  their  cotton  for  Brandon  Bank  bills  or  other  paper  of 
about  equal  value.  This  sufficed  to  pay  a  portion  of  their 
debts,  but  very  soon  the  flat  boatmen  refused  to  take  it  in 
payment  for  corn  or  provisions,  and  among  an  active  and 
energetic  people,  possessing  an  abundant  area  of  one  of  the 
richest  soils  in  the  world,  in  a  productive  season,  with  no  war 
or  pestilence,  with  only  the  calamities  incident  to  bad  currency, 
there  was  actual  suffering  for  food. 

In  view  of  the  apparent  sincerity  of  those  who  still  advocate 
expansion,  it  would  be  unfair  to  charge  the  principal  agent  of 
this  suffering  witii  intentional  fraud.  He  may  only  have  been 
misled  by  the  same  glittering  and  seductive  fallacies  which 
now  bewilder  some  of  our  statesmen.  That  on  witnessing  the 
result  he  ran  away  and  hung  himself,  should  incline  us  to  a 
charitable  verdict.  If  the  proposed  plan  of  increasing  our 
cnrrency  by  thousands  of  millions  to  pay  the  bonds  should  be 
adopted,  we  should  probably  see  suffering  for  food  among  the 
laborers,  even  in  this  laud  of  abundant  provisions  and  prudent 
forethought.  They  will  find,  some  pay-day,  that  their  month's 
wages  will  hardly  suffice  for  a  day's  living,  and  if  the  authors 
of  such  calamity  should  not  then,  like  their  Mississippi  proto- 
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type,  have  the  grace  to  hang  themselves,  it  is  very  probable 
that  at  least  their  effigies  woald  grace  a  lamppost  or  a  gallov^B. 

On  this  matter  the  thoughtless  and  ignorant  are  easily 
deceived/  The  laborer  or  mechanic  who  has  not  investigated 
it,  and  only  knows  that  he  does  not  get  enough  greenbacks  to 
buy  food  for  his  family,  readily  believes  that  this  is  becaase 
there  are  not  greenbacks  enoagh,  and  hence  he  clamors  for 
more.  He  is  naturally  very  skeptical  as  to  the  demonstrated 
truth  that  the  greater  the  quantity  issued  the  greater  will  be 
his  deficiency.  This,  on  its  face,  is  to  him  a  mystical  paradox, 
directly  opposed  to  the  evidence  of  his  senses ;  and  yet  he  may 
readily  perceive,  that  as  the  products  are  not  thereby  increased, 
giving  to  every  man  double  the  amount  of  greenbacks  cannot 
enable  the  holders  to  bny  double,  or  even  add  at  all  to  the 
quantity  of  products  which  each  can  obtain.  If,  as  generally 
happens,  the  additional  issue  is  unequally  divided,  the  favored 
class  will  gain  at  the  expense  of  the  others,  who  are  thus  very 
conveniently  swindled  of  a  portion  of  their  rightful  shara 
Our  legislators  are  presumed  to  be  capable  of  understanding 
the  subjects  upon  which  they  are  to  act ;  it  is  their  duty  to 
give  the  requisite  thonght  and  attention  to  them,  and  they  can 
no  more  excuse  themselves  for  wrong  action  by  the  plea  that 
the  people  demanded  it,  than  a  druggist  can  excuse  himself 
for  administering  arsenic  to  an  importunate  customer  who 
thought  it  was  white  sugar.  The  fact,  however,  seems  to  be 
that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people  desire  either  expan- 
sion of  the  currency  or  payment  of  the  bonds  in  greenbacks. 
This  small  portion,  being  made  up  of  active,  pushing  specula- 
tors and  noisy  demagogues,  appears  much  more  numerous  than 
it  really  is.  In  the  Chicago  Convention,  every  section  of  onr 
country  being  represented,  these  doctrines  were  rebuked  with 
great  unanimity,  and  the  speeches  of  prominent  democrats 
encouraged  the  hope  that  they  would  be  discountenanced 
by  the  New  York  Convention  in  July. 

Necessity  can  no  longer  be  even  asserted.  Profound  thought 
and  the  actual  experience  of  centuries  have  demonstrated 
that  an  inflated  currency  fosters  gambling  and  speculation  at 
the  expense  of  regular  industry ;  that  it  makes  the  reward  of 
toil  uncertain ;  diminishes  product  and  increases  the  cost  of  its 
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distribution  to  the  conenraers,  and  that  it  ie  demoralizing  in 
its  tendency.  There  is  now  no  excase  for  the  lawmakers  who 
inflict  it  upon  us,  and  no  apology  for  their  action,  except  that 
of  an  ignorance  unpardonable  in  those  who  assume  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  legislators. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  our  losses  from  inflated  cur- 
rency have  already  been  more  than  $1,000,000,000,  or  that 
our  public  debt  has  been  nearly  or  quite  doubled  by  its  use. 

But  independently  of  the  increase  of  our  debt  and  the 
diminished  ability  to  pay  it,  which  still  continues  as  a  con- 
sequence of  our  financial  policy,  the  unequal  distribution  of 
the  burden  brought  about  by  the  same  means  is  worthy  of 
serious  consideration.  During  the  war  the  average  deprecia- 
tion of  our  currency  was  about  50  per  cent. ;  in  other  words, 
the  nominal  prices  of  staple  commodities  were  nealy  double 
what  they  would  have  been  with  a  sound  currency.  But  the 
wages  of  labor  did  not  advance  in  the  same  ratio.  The  risks 
of  doing  business  upon  such  a  fluctuating  currency  were  so 
great  that  large  profits  were  necessarily  charged  by  those  who 
risked  capital  in  trade,  or  put  it  out  in  any  way  to  be  repaid 
by  future  production. 

Hence,  in  the  division  of  product,  the  laborer  had  to  con- 
cede to  the  capitalists  a  larger  proportion  than  usual,  of  course 
getting  for  themselves  less  than  their  customary  share  of  what 
they  produced. 

Besides  the  laborers,  there  was  another  large  class,  upon 
whom  economy  and  privation  were  thus  enforced,  including 
all  those  who  were  living  on  limited  incomes  derived  from  in- 
terest of  money  loaned  by  themselves  or  by  trust  companies 
and  savings  and  other  banks,  or  upon  fixed  salaries  which 
were  not  increased  with  the  depreciation  of  the  current  money, 
in  which,  by  ibrce  of  law,  they  were  obliged  to  receive  their 
dues.  The  effect  upon  all  those  was  just  the  same  as  though 
Congress  had  enacted  that  all  such  should  pay  an  income  tax 
of  50  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  collected  it  with  unfailing  cer- 
tainty. Here  was  a  monstrous  wrong  inflicted  upon  a  large 
class,  embracing  a  large  proportion  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
and  most  helpless  families  among  us,  and  a  wrong  which,  to 
the  extent  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  we  still  persist 
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in  inflicting  upon  them.      Those  who,  with  capital,  have 
activity,  ability,  and  fikill  to  age  it,  obtain  more  than  their  fair 
share  of  products,  and  the  laborers  mast  take  less;  while  those 
who,  from  age,  sex,  debility,  or  other  cause,  are  unfitted  for 
hard  work  or  active  business,  must  take  a  yet  smaller  share. 
Any  man  may  now  find,  in  his  own  neighborhood,  families 
who  have  thus  been  compelled  to  submit  to  unwonted  priva- 
tion, or  perhaps  been  obliged  to  choose  between  the  physical 
pangs  of  hanger  and  the  mental  agony  of  dependence  upon 
the  charity  of  others.     Often,  no  doubt,  their  sense  of  self- 
respect,  their  cherished  hopes  and  honorable  pride  have  for- 
bidden them  to  complain,  and  their  sighs  have  been  heard  and 
their  anguish  known  only  by  Him  whose  ear  is  ever  open  to 
the  cry  of  the  weak  and  the  oppressed.    They  have  suffered 
in  uncomplaining  silence,  preferring  to  starve  rather  than  beg 
or  excite  a  mortifying  pity  by  exposing  their  destitution,  while 
most  of  them  have  been  as  guileless  of  the  cause  of  their  suf- 
fering as  the  gazelle  of  the  bow  which  speeds  the  fatal  shaft. 
Previous  to  the  war,  the  South,  by  its  peculiar  institution, 
imposed  all  the  burdens  of  the  community  upon  an  unpro- 
tected class,  rendered  helpless  by  ignorance  and  disabilities 
legally  enforced  upon  them  ;  and  in  our  imposition  of  so  large 
a  portion  of  our  burdens  upon  the  weak  and  helpless  there  is 
something  akin  to  this ;  though  it  does  not  involve  the  repulsive 
brutality  of  slavery,  it  too  nearly  resembles  it  in  its  injustice 
and  its  meanness.     To  persevere  in  thus  taxing  this  class  is  a 
national  disgrace,  and  for  the  wrong  and  the  suffering  conse- 
quent upon  it  the  party  in  power  and  permitting  it  will 
ultimately  be  held  responsible  even  by  those  who  cannot  trace 
it  either  to  their  action  or  inaction.    Daring  the  war  more 
large  fortunes,  even  at  gold  value,  were  here  accumulated  than 
at  any  previous  period  of  our  history,  and  with  no  correspond- 
ing losses  among  the  trading  and  wealthy  classes ;  and  yet  the 
aggregate  spare  income  of  the  nation  was  then  very  mnch 
diminished,  nearly  all  of  it  being  absorbed  in  the  cost  of  war. 
Nor  except  among  the  injared  classes,  to  whom  I  have  alluded, 
was  their  increased  economy.    It  is  then  clear  that  these  large 
fortunes  must  have  been  made  up  from  the  accumulated  aav- 
ings  of  the  coerced  economy  and  privation  of  the  laborers  and 
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those  living  on  limited  incomes  from  salaries,  rents,  or  interest 
of  money.  By  the  instrumentality  of  an  inflated  cnrrency, 
their  savings  were  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the  active 
traders  and  grasping  speculators.  If  this  is  an  intended  result 
of  the  legislation  which  continues  to  inflict  this  currency  upon 
us  without  even  a  pretence  of  necessity,  it  is  a  crime  deserv- 
ing the  severest  retribution ;  and,  if  this  result  was  unforeseen, 
it  betrays  an  ignorance  which  a  very  little  thought  would  have 
enlightened,  and  which  is  therefore  unpardonable  in  those  who 
assume  the  duty  of  directing  our  national  affairs. 

But  it  is  still  seriously  asserted  that  we  have  not  currency 
enough.  At  a  very  recent  period  money  was  exceedingly 
scarce  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  the  West  complains  that  it 
does  not  have  enough.  Keduce  this  sectional  complaint  to  its 
ultimate,  and  every  man  will  tell  you  he  wants  more  green- 
backs than  he  has  got  or  can  get,  and  hence,  as  each  individual 
wants  more,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  aggregate  community 
wants  more.  Though  this  is  not  the  form  in  which  the  advo- 
cates of  expansion  put  it,  some  of  their  arguments  amount 
only  to  this. 

These  advocates  certainly  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is 
desirable  to  have  a  greater  bulk,  or  greater  number  of  current 
biUs,  without  any  increase  of  value ;  or  that  doubling  or  quad- 
rupling their  present  thickness,  size,  or  number,  without  any 
increase  in  their  aggregate  value,  is  desirable. 

Some  of  those  who  demand  expansion  still  assert  that  the 
depreciation  of  our  currency  does  not  arise  from  its  excessive 
quantity.  They  say  we  have  less  per  capita  in  this  country 
than  in  England  or  France,  and  hence  argue  that  we  should 
expand  rather  than  contract  our  issues.  This  argument  is  fal- 
lacious in  many  ways.  If  it  is  admitted  that  we  have  less  than 
our  proper  share  of  the  currency  of  the  world,  it  is  obvious 
that  we  shall  not  remedy  this  difficulty  by  increasing  the 
volume  of  our  paper  issues,  which,  as  already  stated,  will  add 
nothing  to  its  aggregate  value ;  the  value  of  each  bill  will 
lessen  just  in  proportion  as  the  quantity  is  increased.  A  man 
might  as  well  say,  I  have  not  got  as  many  dollars  as  my  neigh- 
bors ;  I  will  cut  each  of  mine  in  two,  and  still  call  each  one  a 
dollar.     !No  one  need  object  to  this.      Those   who  make 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


732  Out  Finances.  [Oct., 

exchanges  with  him  on  this  basis  may  take  bis  money  at  his 
new  valuation  and  double  the  prices  of  their  commodities. 
Diluting  the  paper  currency  by  issuing  double  the  quantity 
required  will  have  the  same  effect  as  depreciating  the  weight 
or  value  of  coins  by  one  half.  The  warmest  advocate  for  ex- 
pansion will  hardly  assert  that  the  end  he  desires  could  thus 
be  attained. 

But  the  amount  of  currency  required  by  a  country,  or  the 
share  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  world  which  properiy 
belongs  to  it,  depends  upon  so  many  elements  that  no  inference 
drawn  from  its  mere  ratio  to  population  is  reliable. 

A  community  in  which  each  individual  produces  a  large 
portion  of  what  he  consumes,  will  require  less  than  one  in 
which  each  sells  the  product  of  his  own  labor  and  buys  hie 
supplies  of  others. 

The  degree  of  confidence  which  exists  among  the  members 
of  a  community  is  also  an  important  element  If  in  April  a 
manufacturer  lets  a  farmer  have  iron  or  cloth  on  his  verbal 
promise  that  in  December  he  will  in  payment  deliver  com 
from  the  crop  he  is  then  planting,  and  those  employed  by  the 
manufacturer  to  make  the  iron  or  cloth  will  take  his  promise 
then  to  pay  them  in  this  corn,  these  exchanges  can  be  effected 
without  any  other  medium  than  words  spoken.  Or  if  the 
manufacturer  takes  the  farmer's  note  payable  in  December, 
and  gives  his  own  to  his  workmen  on  same  time,  the  exchangee 
will  be  made  with  a  medium  which  the  parties  can  themselves 
supply  upon  their  own  credit ;  and,  on  the  day  due,  these  notes 
may  all  be  settled  through  a  clearing  house  in  which  they  bal- 
ance, and  thus  the  whole  exchanges  be  effected  without  resort- 
ing to  the  general  circulation.  If  they  will  not  trust  one 
another,  then  they  must  pay  real  value  down,  or  substitute 
some  acceptable  credit,  e.  g.  pay  gold  or  give  the  credit  of  the 
government  in  the  form  of  greenbacks. 

The  great  confidence  reposed  in  each  other  enables  bankers 
to  establish  clearing  houses,  with  a  daily  saving  of  the  use  of 
millions  in  the  settlement  of  their  exchanges.  It  is  evident 
then  that  such  comparisons  between  communities  diverse  in 
character,  and  differing  also  in  the  amount  and  kind  of  business 
and  in  the  mode  of  doing  it,  very  imperfectly  indicate  the 
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amotuit  of  currency  required  for  each,  and  certainly  Buch  de- 
ductions should  not  be  arged  against  the  results  of  actual  ex- 
perience. 

If  we  now  admit  that  greater  value  of  currency  is  desirable, 
we  come  to  the  question  whether  increasing  the  issue  or  any 
other  legislative  provision  can  accomplish  this  object?  K  Con- 
gress has  the  power  of  creating  value  without  labor,  or  can 
enable  us  without  limit  to  get  the  products  of  labor  in  exchange 
for  that  which  costs  no  labor,  how  thoughtless,  how  remorse- 
less in  them  to  let  us  all  be  toiling  and  moiling  at  the  plough, 
the  loom,  and  the  forge,  to  produce  value  which  their  mere 
fiat  would  create.  Again,  under  the  broadest  admissions  it 
would  in  view  of  the  facts  still  be  pertinent  to  inquire  if  it 
would  be  expedient  for  our  rulers  to  promise  a  dollar's  worth 
of  our  labor  in  the  future  for  seventy  cents  worth  down.  The 
fact,  however,  is,  that  no  addition  to  the  actual  value  of  the 
currency  can  be  effected  by  increasing  its  nominal  quantity. 

It  is  universally  admitted  by  all  who  have  given  any  thought 
to  the  subject,  that,  other  things  remaining  the  same,  increasing 
the  quantity  of  coin  in  the  world  would  not  increase  its 
aggregate  value  or  purchasing  power ;  that  if  the  quantity 
were  doubled,  each  dollar  would  buy  only  half  of  the  products 
of  labor  that  it  would  have  done  before  such  increase.  The 
same  would  obviously  be  true  of  any  section,  however  small, 
provided  all  interchange  of  coin  or  of  coin  metals  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  were  rendered  impossible.  Suppose  that  in 
this  country  labor  being  worth  one  dollar  per  day,  and  all 
other  things  in  that  proportion,  400,000,000  of  dollars  is  re- 
quired to  make  the  internal  exchanges.  If  the  quantity  of 
coin  should,  under  the  conditions  just  mentioned,  be  increased 
to  $800,000,000,  other  things  would  be  at  double  price,  and  in 
fact  the  value  or  purchashing  power  of  the  $800,000,000  would 
be  just  what  the  $400,000,000  was  before  the  expansion.  It  is 
a  peculiarity  of  currency  that  its  aggregate  value,  as  compared 
with  the  exchanges  it  has  to  effect,  cannot  be  altered  by  mere- 
ly changing  its  quantity.  The  amount  required  will  vary  in- 
versely as  the  rapidity  of  circulation  (i.  e.  with  the  greater  or 
less  amount  of  exclianges  which  a  given  sum  can  effect  in  a 
given  time).    This  may  be  increased  by  mechanical  contri- 
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vances  for  rapid  xnovement,  or  by  increased  confidence  among 
individuals,  admitting  of  such  institutions  as  clearing  houses ; 
but  other  things  being  the  same,  the  actual  value  or  purchasing 
power  of  the  whole  currency,  be  it  one  million  or  a  thousand 
millions  of  gold  or  of  paper,  will  be  the  same.  This  peculiar- 
ity, however,  consists  in  the  accuracy  with  which  the  deprecia- 
tion may  be  comparatively  stated,  rather  than  in  any  exclusive 
application  of  the  general  principle  which,  with  some  modifi- 
cation, applies  to  other  things  as  well  as  to  currency.  If,  for 
instance,  we  had  in  this  country  double  the  quantity  of  wheat 
recjuired  for  bread,  and  its  export  were  impossible,  it  would 
fall  to  a  price  at  which  it  would  all  be  used.  If,  for  instance, 
it  were  usually  worth  two  dollars  per  bushel  for  bread,  and 
there  was  no  other  use  for  it  except  to  feed  swine,  and  for  this 
its  value  was  only  one  dollar,  its  price  would  fall  to  one  dollar. 
Currency  as  such  has  only  one  use,  that  of  effecting  exchangea. 
Any  excess  of  it  cannot  be  devoted  to  other  purposes,  and 
hence  it  must  decline  in  price  or  exchangeable  value,  till  the 
whole  is  required  for  that  purpose. 

If,  as  before  assumed,  wages  being  one  dollar  per  day  and 
its  products  in  proportion.  400,000,000  of  dollars  are  sufficient 
and  $800,000,000  are  permanently  put  in  circulation,  labor  and 
its  products  will  rise  to  double  price,  and  the  value  of  the 
$800,000,000  will  buy  the  same  amount  or  have  the  same  ag- 
gregate exchangeable  value  that  $400»000,000  had  at  the  old 
standard.  Its  aggregate  value  would  still  be  just  the  equiva- 
lent for  $400,000,000  of  days  labor  or  its  product  and  no  more. 

These  positions,  true  even  of  gold,  are,  obviously,  at  least 
equally  true  of  paper  currency  made  up  of  the  most  reliable 
promises  to  pay  gold,  and  in  regard  to  this  the  condition  of 
non-export  is  at  once  reached.  If  our  internal  trade  at  gold 
prices  requires  only  $500,000,000,  and  the  government  issues 
$700,000,000,  its  whole  value  will  still  be  only  $500,000,000,  and 
gold  will  be  at  40  per  cent,  premium,  fluctuating  to  the  one 
side  or  the  other  of  that  average  point,  with  the  varying  con- 
ditions of  supply  and  demand.  The  argument  then  that  the 
government  should  increase  its  issues  to  make  money  plentiful, 
is  wholly  fallacious,  such  increase  adding  nothing  to  its  abro- 
gate value  or  its  power  of  effecting  exchanges. 
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Indeed,  from  some  other  considerations  it  has  been  demon- 
strated, that  the  practical  effect  of  expansion  must  be  to  make 
money  scarce.  This  was  experimentally  proved  in  the  great 
inflation  of  1884  to  1836,  and  again  in  that  of  1844  to  1856. 
This  however  woald  not  apply  to  a  currency,  the  credit  basis 
of  which  was  donbted.  It  is  always  easy  to  exchange  certain 
value  at  very  full  price  for  doubtful  promises  of  payment. 

It  is  evident  that  in  the  case  of  a  surplus  of  wheat  above 
stated,  that  a  large  crop  might  command  less  money  than  a 
smaller  one,  and  it  would  then  be  to  the  interest  of  the  holders 
to  destroy  the  surplus  quantity,  as  the  Dutch  monopolizers  did 
with  spices.  In  the  base  of  currency  the  reduced  value  being 
the  same,  the  owners  of  it  would  neither  gain  nor  lose  by  de- 
stroying the  excess.  If  we  have  seven  dollars  for  every  five 
needed,  then  if  all  would  combine  and  every  one  burn  two- 
sevenths  of  all  he  owned,  they  would  not  individually  lose 
anything,  and  would  confer  a  great  benefit  upon  the  communi- 
ty— relieving  it  of  the  excess  and  its  attendant  evils.  By  the 
owners  I  do  not  mean  those  who  merely  have  the  current 
money  in  possession.  They  may  owe  it  to  others  at  whose 
charge  the  two-sevenths  should  be  destroyed,  whether  it  be  in 
their  own  pockets  or  in  those  of  their  debtors.  But  both 
wheat  and  currency  are  always  in  too  many  hands  to  admit  of 
such  combination. 

The  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency  being  admitted,  the  im- 
portant question  is,  how  can  we  best  get  rid  of  it  % 

We  have  now  about  $700,000,000  of  paper  which,  gold 
averaging  about  140,  is  worth  $500,000,000  in  coin,  indicating 
that  the  last  amount  is  what  is  now  required  to  effect  our  in- 
ternal exchanges  at  gold  value.  This  seems  larger  than  the 
calculation  founded  upon  the  supposed  amount  prior  to  the 
war,  the  increase  of  our  population  and  products,  and  the  ad- 
dition to  the  precious  metals  in  the  world  during  that  time, 
added  to  the  increase  of  the  latter  in  other  countries  by  the 
disuse  of  them  in  this,  would  justify ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  how  much  coin  entered  into  onr  circulation  before 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  This  element  is  the  more 
important  because  it  counts  in  the  estimate  in  two  ways ;  first 
as  indicating  an  amount  to  be  replaced  with  paper,  and  again 
VOL,  xxvn.  48 
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as  adding  to  the  quantity  of  gold  in  other  conntries  to  which 
ours  has  gone,  requiring  a  corresponding  increase  of  currency 
here  to  keep  our  proportion  good.  We  may  therefore  fairly  as- 
sume that  the  gold  value  of  our  $700,000,000  of  paper  for  use  is 
$500,000,000.  To  get  a  gold  basis  we  must  correct  this  dis- 
crepancy between  the  nominal  and  actual  value. 

There  are  various  modes  of  doing  this.  The  most  direct 
would  be  to  withdraw  $200,000,000  of  paper.  The  govern- 
ment could  do  this  by  collecting  that  amount  more  than  is  re- 
quired for  its  current  payments  and  retiring  it  from  use; 
or  it  could  fund  that  amount,  giving  bonds  which  would 
be  taken  to  get  the  interest  and  not  for  use  as  currency; 
or  it  might  require  the  National  Banks  to  withdraw  any 
portion  of  the  amount,  and  surrender  it  in  exchange  for 
the  bonds  held  as  security  for  its  issue.  As  the  debts  due 
those  banks  would  all,  by  the  process,  become  payable  in 
gold  value,  they  might  thus  withdraw  the  whole  amount,  and 
still  be  benefited  by  so  doing.  Another  mode  of  rectification 
would  be  to  depreciate  our  coins  to  five-sevenths  of  their  pre- 
sent value.  People  will  now  give  five-sevenths  of  a  gold  dol- 
lar for  a  paper  dollar,  and  if  the  gold  dollar  were  reduced  to 
five-sevenths,  its  present  value,  they  would  as  readily  exchange 
at  par.  In  this  case  the  whole  paper  issue  now  out  would  be 
required,  and  its  actual  value  would  remain  the  same,  viz., 
•  $700,000,000  in  the  new  coin,  or  $6v/0,000,000  in  the  old  or 
present  coinage.  The  discrepancy  between  the  nominal  ^and 
actual  value  of  our  currency  being  corrected,  in  either  of  the 
above  modes,  the  paper  money  would  in  fact  become  converti- 
ble into  gold  at  par,  and  specie  basis  be  practically  reached 
without  any  law  commanding  it. 

The  depreciation  of  the  coinage  is  so  generally  associated 
with  national  dishonesty,  that  without  good  reason  we  ought 
not  to  think  of  subjecting  ourselves  to  the  suspicion  which 
attaches  to  such  a  measure.  There  are,  however,  good  rea* 
sons  why  some  reduction  should  now  be  made.  It  is  desirable 
to  have  the  value  of  coins  made  uniform  throughout  the  world, 
and  to  do  this  the  readiest  way  seems  to  be  to  adopt  that  of 
France.  This  would  require  our  gold  coins  to  be  reduced 
about  7  per  cent.    Nearly  all  the  indebtedness  among  os  is 
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now  payable  in  paper,  which  is  about  28  per  cent,  below  par. 
To  Fetorn  to  a  specie  basis  reduced  7  per  cent,  in  value  would 
relieve  the  debtors  of  one-fourth  of  the  di£ference  at  the  cost 
of  the  creditor.  If  this  were  done,  and  with  the  requirement 
that  all  contracts  properly  payable  in  gold  should  be  paid  at 
the  old  standard,  little  injustice  would  be  done;  the  faith  of 
the  nation  would  be  preserved,  and  an  important  change  be 
effected  with  less  disturbance  to  trade  than  would  result  from 
making  it  under  normal  specie  paying  conditions.  Those  wlio 
loaned  specie  value  without  stipulating  for  like  payment  would 
still  be  the  losers  by  thus  receiving  only  93  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  in  payment.  £nt  they  would  also  lose  as  much  in  the 
value  of  their  interest  in  less  than  three  years,  and  a  law  which 
substituted  paper  for  coin  payments — a  law  which  only  neces- 
sity could  justify — must  entail  some  evils  upon  the  community. 
With  this  reduction  in  the  value  of  our  coins  we  should  only 
have  to  withdraw  $160,000,000  of  paper  to  reach  specie  basis, 
which  could  be  very  easily  accomplished.  The  plan  proposed 
by  Mr.  Endicutt  of  substituting  compound  interest  notes  for 
the  amount  to  be  withdrawn  would  tend  to  throw  the  contrac- 
tion upon  the  periods  at  which  the  currency  could  be  most 
conveniently  spared,  and  thus  lessen  the  disturbance  to  trade ; 
but  that  the  contraction  should  begin  at  the  earliest  of  such 
periods  a  portion  of  these  notes,  instead  of  four,  should  bear 
six  per  cent,  interest  in  currency.  This  being  much  below  the 
rate  obtained  on  government  bonds,  may  be  regarded  as  a  com- 
paratively low  rate,  indicating  abundant  supply  of  money,  and 
hence,  that  when  that  rate  prevails,  it  is  a  proper  time  to  con- 
tract. Without  thus  reducing  the  volume  of  paper  to  the 
quantity  required  to  make  the  exchanges  for  which  it  is  used, 
at  gold  value,  or  ample  provision  to  do  it,  no  law  requiring 
specie  payments  would  avail.  As  well  enact  that  people  should 
pay  their  debts  whether  able  to  or  not.  Something  more  than 
a  legislative  edict  is  required. 

If  with  only  $100,000,000  of  gold  at  its  command  the  gov- 
emment  should  resume,  the  gold  would  all  be  taken  at  once, 
and  another  $100,000,000  be  demanded ;  for  gold  would  still 
be  at  20  per  cent,  premium.  On  the  other  hand,  some  recent 
writers  of  financial  reputation,  assert  that  the  government  must 
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as  a  prerequisite  to  resumption  be  prepared  to  redeem  all  the 
greeDbacks  with  coin.  This  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  diffi- 
culty, and  tends  to  discourage  the  effort  to  surmount  it.  When 
the  paper  is  so  reduced  that  it  is  only  sufficient  to  effect,  at 
gold  prices,  that  portion  of  the  exchanges  for  which  it  answers 
as  well  as  coin,  the  point  of  resumption  or  of  actual  converti- 
bility at  par  is  reached.  Bednce  the  paper  below  this,  and  it 
would  command  a  premium  in  gold  (unless  there  was  at  the 
same  time  a  like  deficiency  of  gold  for  the  purposes  to  which 
it  was  best  adapted).  This  was  clearly  shown  in  the  case  of 
the  $50,000,000  of  paper  issued  early  in  the  war,  and  which 
was  receivable  in  lieu  of  gold  for  duties  on  imports.  So  long 
as  there  was  more  out  than  was  needed  for  this  purpose  the 
notes  of  this  issue  were  at  a  discount,  but  when  the  quantity 
was  reduced  they  commanded  a  small  premium  in  gold,  not 
that  they  would  pay  more  custom  dues,  but  simply  because 
they  could  be  more  readily,  safely,  and  cheaply  transterred 
from  the  debtor  to  the  creditor — ^there  being  at  that  time  no 
circulating  notes  or  certificates  representing  gold. 

Some  writers  of  the  same  class  think  that  legalizing  contracts 
payable  in  gold  would  gradually  improve  the  currency,  and 
lead  to  resumption.  That  such  contracts  should  be  legalised 
is  eminently  proper.  Nothing  but  the  real  or  supposed  neces- 
sities of  war  could  justify  such  tyrannical  restraint  upon  a  peo- 
ple having  any  pretension  to  free  government.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  doubted  whether  the  effect  upon  the  currency  antici- 
pated by  these  writers  would  be  realized.  In  former  cases  of 
bank  suspensions,  when  coin  was  the  only  lawful  money,  paper 
only  was  used  as  currency,  and  hence  it  seems  very  improbable 
that  without  this  advantage  gold  would  not  now  get  into  com- 
mon use.  But  suppose  it  should,  say  to  an  equal  extent  with 
paper,  the  whole  paper  currency  would  then  be  applied  to  one- 
half  the  amount  of  business  for  which  it  is  now  used,  and  con- 
sequently its  value,  instead  of  being  72,  would  be  only  36 
cents  to  the  dollar.  Experience  does  not  encourage  the  hope 
that  at  this,  or  even  a  much  greater  depreciation,  it  would  be 
discarded.  At  Buenos  Ayres  the  paper  currency  has  long 
been  worth  only  three  to  six  per  cent,  of  its  nominal  value, 
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and  though  very  incoDvenient  and  very  destructive  to  their 
prosperity,  the  people  there  persist  in  using  it. 

The  mere  depreciation  has  no  tendency  to  cause  a  portion  of 
currency  to  be  ^vithdrawn.  For  the  reasons  before  stated,  its 
real  value  never  can  be  in  excess  of  what  is  required  for  the 
uses  to  which  it  is  applied ;  and  hence  the  demand  for  the  whole, 
when  there  is  only  $600,000,000,  is  no  more  than  if  the  quan- 
tity were  tenfold  the  amount ;  and  it  is  just  as  likely  to  be 
scarce  or  insufScient  for  trade  with  the  greater  as  with  the 
lesser  quantity.  Again,  as  before  stated,  no  portion  of  a  cur- 
rency will  be  hoarded  for  eventual  payment  so  long  as  it  will 
command  interest  for  use,  and  as  interest  is  paid  in  kind,  those 
hiring  can  afford  to  pay  the  same  per  cent,  upon  a  depreciated 
as  upon  a  sound  currency. 
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Article  VI.— DR.  N.  W.  TAYLOR'S  THEOLOGY:  A 
REJOINDER  TO  THE  "PRINCETON  REVIEW." 

Wb  must  give  our  Princeton  friends  a  little  more  help  to- 
wards the  understanding  of  Dr.  Taylor's  system.  We  doubt  not 
that  the  Article  of  Dr.  Hodge  in  the  "  Princeton  Review,"  which 
we  examined  in  the  April  No.  of  the  New  Englander,  would 
be  pronounced  by  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  Dr. 
Taylor's  pupils  a  caricature  of  his  opinions.  So,  with  all  re- 
spect for  the  motives  of  its  Author,  we  were  compelled  to  re- 
gard it.  In  our  review,  we  specified  the  particulars  in  which 
it  was  incorrect  or  unfair,  and  made  use  of  the  occasion  to 
expound  some  features  of  Dr.  Taylor's  system,  in  respect  to 
which  he  is  frequently  misrepresented.  With  the  exception  of 
a  single,  slight  inaccuracy,  which  we  ourselves  first  discovered 
and  pointed  out,  our  Article  requires  no  amendment.*  Our 
Reviewer — in  whom  we  recognize  a  respected  friend — in  the 
July  number  of  the  "  Princeton  Review,"  has  not  succeeded 
in  convicting  us  of  the  least  error  in  our  representation  of  Dr. 
Taylor's  doctrines-f  But  although  the  Reviewer  does  retract — 
rather  grudgingly — one  reiterated  misstatement  of  Dr.  Hodge, 
that,  according  to  Dr.  Taylor,  God  "  brings  all  the  influence 
that  He  can  to  secure  the  conversion  of  every  man,"  he  yet 
seeks  in  general  to  vindicate  Dr.  Hodge's  Article,  and  seconds 


*  Besides  hearing  Dr.  Taylor*s  lectures  as  a  pupil,  we  had  the  opportoofty, 
for  several  years,  of  daily  coDferenoe  with  him  on  the  priociples  of  his  system. 
Moreover,  we  took  the  precaution  to  read  the  manuscript  of  our  Article  to  his 
venerable  surviving  colleague,  the  Author  of  the  Paper  in  the  Christian  Specta- 
tor, in  review  of  Fisk,  from  which  Dr.  Hodge  quoted,  and  who  may  be  sap- 
posed  to  know  his  own  opinions  as  weU  as  anybody  can  tell  him.  The  manu- 
script was  also  read  before  five  or  six  theologians  residing  in  New  Haven, 
who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr.  Taylor  and  with  his  teachings.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  some  pains  were  taken  to  make  the  Article  a  correct 
representation  of  his  system,  and  that  some  advantages  were  enjoyed  for  secoiii^ 
this  result. 

t  Pp.  882,  888. 
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bim  in  the  attempt  to  identify  Dr.  Tavlor^B  system  with  Pela- 
gianism. 

How  is  this  attempt  prosecnted  %  And  what  is  the  differ- 
ence between  onrselves  and  the  '*  Princeton  Review/'  on 
this  subject?  Dr.  Taylor  made  it  the  work  of  his  life,  so  far 
as  he  labored  as  a  theologian,  to  combine  two  elements — the 
truths  involved  in  man's  freedom,  and  those  involved  in  man's 
dependetice — ^into  a  coherent  system.  He  never  thought  of 
giving  up  either  of  these  elements.  He  clung  to  one  as  firmly 
as  to  the  other.  He  made  one  as  prominent  as  the  other. 
Whether  he  was  successftil,  whether  his  solution  of  the  problem 
will  stand,  is  not  here  the  question.  Now,  his  opponents  take 
one  of  these  elements  or  conceptions — the  power  of  contrary 
choice,  draw  from  it  such  inferences  as  ihey  think  it  involves, 
and  set  forth  these  inferences  as  if  they  were  his  opinions. 
This  is  the  besetting  sin  of  controversialists.  The  Germans 
aptly  call  it  consequemmacherei — the  manufacturing  of  infer- 
ences for  an  opponent,  which  he  repudiates.  That  this  practice 
is  ethically  indefensible,  none  will  dispute.  Would  it  be  fair, 
for  example,  in  us  to  ascribe  to  the  Princeton  theologians  the 
deductions  which  we  think  to  follow  logically  from  their 
doctrine  of  gratuitous  condemnation  for  Adam's  sin }  Would 
it  be  fair  to  impute  to  them  the  doctrine  that  God  is  the  author 
of  sin?  Dr.  Hodge  declares  that  Dr.  Shedd'p  theory  of 
Original  Sin  involves  materialism  and  leads  to  Pantheism. 
Would  it  be  just  to  call  him  a  materialist  or  a  Pantheist? 
Would  it  be  right  to  ignore  all  that  Dr.  Shedd  may  say  in 
defense  of  theism  and  of  the  spirituality  of  the  soul  ?  How 
unjust  it  would  be  to  style  a  professed  believer  in  the  Saviour's 
divinity  a  ''  humanitarian,"  and,  paying  no  heed  to  the  rest  of 
his  teaching,  to  quote  exclusively  his  assertions  of  a  human 
nature  in  Jesus  1  Yet  it  is  by  a  like  process  that  Dr.  Hodge 
and  our  Reviewer  would  prove  Dr.  Taylor  a  Pelagian.  In 
some  cases,  as  we  showed  in  our  last  Article,  propositions  are 
attributed  to  him,  which  he  explicitly  denied.  Our  Reviewer 
admits  that  there  are  declarations  of  Dr.  Taylor  that  clash  with 
the  Reviewer's  interpretation  of  him ;  but  these  are  spoken  of 
as  the  unconscious  utterances  in  which  a  Christian  mind  will 
occasionally  contradict  its  own  errors.    This  explanation,  in  the 
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case  of  Dr.  Taylor,  is  little  less  than  diverting.  He  thought 
on  these  questions  with  steady  assiduity  for  nearly  half  a 
century ;  he  canvassed  them  with  a  multitude  of  pupils,  many 
of  them  acute  and  able  men;  he  went  through  the  fires  of  a 
long  controversy.  There  never  was  an  instance  where  this 
idea  of  "  unconscious  testimonies  to  the  truth  "  is  more  com- 
pletely inapplicable.  Besides,  these  sound  doctrines,  whose 
allied  inconsistency  with  his  Pelagianism  is  accounted  for  in 
this  charitable  way,  were  in  the  forefront  of  his  system, 
deliberately  announced,  exactly  defined,  and  elaborately  de- 
fended. The  fallacious  procedure  of  Dr.  Hodge  and  of  our 
Reviewer  may  be  exposed  in  a  word.  In  effect,  they  say  that 
Dr.  Taylor  held  to  the  power  of  contrary  choice,  and  therefore 
could  not  have  held  to  moral  inability ;  and  then  from  this 
power  to  the  contrary  they  spin  out  all  their  baleful  conclu- 
sions, which  they  describe  as  if  they  formed  a  part  of  his  system. 
Now,  why  not  take  the  opposite  course  and  maintain  that  as  he 
held  to  moral  inability,  he  could  not  have  held  to  the  power  to 
the  contrary  ?  He  declared  his  belief  in  inability  as  strenu- 
ously as  he  asserted  the  power  of  contrary  choice.  If,  on 
account  of  the  alleged  incompatibility  of  the  two  doctrines,  he 
is  to  be  charged  with  denying  one  of  them,  it  is  logically  and 
ethically  as  fair  to  rob  him  of  the  one  as  of  the  other.  We  do 
not  say  that  there  are  not  incongruous  elements  in  Dr. 
Taylor's  theology.  We  do  say,  however,  that  even  this  is  not 
to  be  lightly  assumed.  He  was  one  of  the  most  acute  of 
tliinkers ;  one  of  the  most  industrious  too,  and  conscientioas. 
The  objections  brought  against  his  system  were  familiar  to  his 
mind  through  a  long  series  of  years.  He  carefully  considered 
them  and  believed  himself  able  to  show  that  they  are  destitute 
of  force.  It  is,  then,  not  to  be  hastily  affirmed  that  he  adopted 
contradictory  opinions  in  philosophy  and  theology.  But  this, 
we  repeat,  is  not  the  question  in  debate.  The  question  is  not 
whether  his  opinions  were  true  or  false,  but  what  his  opinions 
were.  And  on  this  question  we  insist  that  neither  Dr.  Hodge 
nor  our  Reviewer,  however  honest  their  intentions,  have  given 
a  fair  and  just  representation.  They  will  never  interpret  Dr. 
Taylor  correctly,  uutil  they  look  at  his  system  on  all  sides,  and 
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more  from  his  own  point  of  view,  and  cease  to  blend  their  own 
inferences  with  their  description  of  his  teaching. 

We  shall  best  sabserve  the  chief  end  we  have  in  view,  which 
is  the  elucidation  of  certain  points  in  Dr.  Taylor's  system,  and 
at  the  same  time  incidentally  confute  criticisms  of  the  Beviewer, 
if  we  bring  out  as  distinctly  as  possible  several  of  Dr.  Taylor's 
leading  doctrines. 

1.  Dr.  TayloT^s  doctrifie  of  thepreoioiut  certainty  of  every 
choice^  which  certainty  is  dependent  on  the  cmtecedente  of  the 
choice. 

The  Beviewer  quotes  from  a  paragraph  in  our  previous  Ar- 
ticle the  following  sentences : 

"  The  true  solution  of  the  problem,  in  Dr.  Taylw's  Tiew,  is  in  the  union  of  the 
doetrine  of  the  previons  certainty  of  every  act  of  the  will — a  certainty  given  by 
its  anteeedents,  ooUectively  taken^with  the  power  of  contrary  choice.  *  *  * 
He  held  to  a  connection  between  choice  and  its  antecedents,  of  such  a  character 
as  to  give  in  every  case  a  previous  certainty  that  the  former  will  be  what  it 
actually  is.  The  ground  or  reason  of  thi^  certainty  lies  in  the  constitution  of  the 
agent  and  the  motives  under  which  he  acts ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  antecedents 
taken  together.  The  infallible  connection  of  these  with  the  consequent!  the 
divine  mind  perceives;  though  we  may  not  dogmatic  on  the  exact  tnodt  of  His 
perception.  The  precise  nature  of  the  connection  between  the  antecedents  and 
consequent.  Dr.  Taylor  did  not  profess  to  explain ;  but  he  held  that  the  same 
antecedents  vfill  uniformly  be  foUowed  by  the  same  consequent. 

The  Beviewer  is  not  quite  clear  in  his  comments  on  this 
passage.  He  remarks  that  under  this  view  ^^  actual  contrary 
choice  is  precluded."  Of  course  it  is  precluded ;  that  is,  there 
is  a  previous  certainty  that  the  choice  toill  be  what  it  is.  This 
is  what  Dr.  Taylor  asserted.  The  Beviewer  observes  again : 
^^  If  this  consequent  i.  e.  choice  be  thus  indissolnbly  connected 
with  what  precedes,  and  with  a  certainty  sure  to  Omniscience, 
does  not  this  connection  surely  preclude  the  contrary  choice? " 
"  Surely  ? "  Yes,  and  this  is  exactly  what  Dr.  Taylor  main- 
tains ;  snrely,  but  not  necessarily,  there  being  a  power  to  the 
opposite.  The  Beviewer  seems  to  question,  although  he  does 
not  directly  deny,  the  correctness  of  our  representation  of  Dr. 
Taylor  in  this  particular.  We  therefore  affirm  that  he  taught 
the  propositions  contained  in  the  paragraph  quoted  from  our 
Article  as  distinctly  and  emphatically  as  he  taught  the  truth  of 
the  existence  of  God.    We  are  permitted  to  extract  a  few 
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passages  from  the  nnprinted  mannscript  of  his  Lectures  on  the 
Will,  which  comprise  a  very  elaborate  and  masterly  examina- 
tion of  that  subject  At  the  outset,  in  his  opening  lecture  on 
"  Moral  Liberty,"  he  defines  his  doctrine  as  follows : 

"  The  freedom  of  the  will,  the  doctrine  of  moral  liberty  maiotaiDed  in  theie 
pages,  differs  from  any  which  places  moral  liberty  in  freedom  to  execnte  choice 
in  external  action ;  for  it  places  it  exdosiyely  in  internal  liberty.  It  diflRers  from 
any  which  places  it  in  freedom  from  aU  involnniary  restraint  or  compulsion,  or 
freedom  from  an  opposing  will ;  for  it  might  as  well  be  placed  in  the  freedom  of 
a  body  moving  in  one  direction,  not  to  move  in  the  opposite  direction  at  the 
same  time.  It  differs  from  any  which  places  it  in  a  self-determining  power  of 
the  will,  by  which  it  determines  every  volition  by  a  previous  volition  ;  for  the 
absordity  of  sooh  a  self-determining  power  is  fally  asserted  and  exposed.  It 
differs  from  any  which  denies  the  previous  certainty  of  all  volition,  and  its  con- 
sistency with  moral  liberty.  It  differs  from  any  which  asserts  that  the  freedom 
of  the  will  consists  in  its  freedom  or  exemption  from  dependence  on  every  eaose 
external  to  the  will,  which  determines  it  to  choose  as  it  does  and  not  otherwise ; 
for  the  dependence  of  volition  on  such  a  cause  is  asserted  and  maintained  to  be 
consistent  with  moral  liberty.  It  differs  from  any  which  denies  aU  previous 
necessity  of  volition ;  for  it  admits,  if  apy  choose  to  affirm,  that  kind  of  previous 
necessity  which  is  given  by  certainty.  But  the  doctrine  of  moral  liberty  now 
maintained,  denies  that  there  is  any  cause  of  wliHon  which  gives  tbe  neeemty 
of  volition,  or  which  gives  an  impossibility  of  the  opposite  volition  instead  of 
the  actoal  volition.  If  there  is  such  a  cause  of  volition,  a  cause  which  gives  the 
impossibility  of  the  opposite  volition  instead  of  the  actual  volition,  then  the  doc- 
trine of  moral  liberty  is  groundless  and  false.  But  if  the  cause  of  volition,  or 
the  cause  that  the  mind  chooses  as  it  does  and  not  otherwise,  gives  merely  tbe 
certainty  of  volition,  and  not  its  necessity,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  not  an 
impossibility  of  the  opposite  volition  instead  of  the  actual  volition,  then  the  doc- 
trine of  moral  liberty  is  true.  Bven  the  possibility  of  such  a  cause  of  volitioD 
subverts  every  argument  for  necessity  as  opposed  to  moral  liberty,  and  leaves 
every  argument  in  support  of  moral  liberty  in  fiill  force.  Hence  the  question,— 
tbe  only  question  on  whidi  the  controversy  respecting  moral  liberty  depends,  is 
whether  it  be  possible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  there  should  be  a  cause  that 
the  mind  chooses  as  it  does  and  not  otherwise,  which  gives  ike  eertain^  without 
giving  the  necessity  of  its  so  choosing. 

"  The  advocates  of  moral  liberty  often  betray  a  groundless  reluctance  to  admit 
that  there  is  a  prwwui  eertainty  of  all  volition ;  that  there  is  a  cause  external  to 
the  will  itself  of  its  choosing  as  it  does  and  not  otherwise ;  and  especially  to  ad- 
mit that  there  is  that  kind  of  necessity  of  volition  which  mere  certainty  gives ; 
not  perceiving  that  neither  of  these  things  is  inconnstent  with  the  highest  con- 
ceivable degree  of  moral  liberty.  The  advocates  of  necessity,  in  most  cases, 
seem  not  to  be  satisfied  with  maintaining  merely  the  previous  certainty  of  voli- 
tion, nor  that  there  is  a  cause  of  this  certainty,  nor  yet  tbat  there  is  a  necessity 
of  volition  given  by  this  certainty ;  but  are  strenuous  in  maintaining  a  cav$»  of 
volition  which  gives  the  neeeetUy  of  volition,  lest  the  door  should  be  opened  to 
chance  or  haph^ard  contingency.  The  great  truth  to  be  maintained  in  the  view 
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afQMorthe|MrtMBiiB««I  fibertj.  TIm  giwl  ctrar  to  bt  eipoMdl  » IW  tWv 
of  the  otber  is  lHp4Mwrd  oontiBfMCT.  Thtt  dwidwitam  it  to  briaf  «m  of  iIm 
poitiM  to  f  tbal  tbe  eertuntr  of  ToKtioD  gmto  by  its  ooaw,  and  tbo  soMMily 
of  ▼ofitioii  given  bj  ite  MrtoiBty  and  sot  bj  its  omnc,  omi  ui  bo  df^^r^  €ft* 
danger  thodoctriM  of  Boralfibotj;  ad  to  bti^  tto  oiker  W  mo  Uuillko«gK 
ibo  Boeeauti  of  Tolition  ao  aeoa  hy  ilB  eanae  b  dnded,  yoi  ao  long  aa  tbo  oar- 
taiofcT  of  Tolition  na  gircB  bj  its  enase  (an^  tbo  noeoBaitj'  of  rolition  as  giT«ii  bj 
its  eertainty)  is  admitted,  no  snpport  Is  giTon  to  the  dootrino  of  bap^aaatd  oob> 
tingoDcj.  Coold  tlio  eootonfiDg  paitioa  be  brought  dearly  to  see,  and  steadilj 
to  admit,  that  the  eeftaintT  of  Totition  aa  giTOO  by  tho  oanse  of  roHtioo  is  ooo- 
sistsnt  with  power  to  die  ooolnry  volition  ia  tho  giren  oiromistanoes ;  or  that 
tho  caose  of  TolitioB  ^tos  tlie  eertainty  of  volition  witboot  giving  the  neoeosity 
of  Tolition,  or  without  giving  an  nrnpoasilHlity  of  tho  opposite  instead  of  tho 
aetoal  vditioo,  no  ground  of  oontroTersy  would  remain.  It  would  then  be  seon 
on  the  one  hand  tliat  the  doetiine  of  tho  jprwninUiml  government  of  Qod  OTor 
hie  moral  ereation,  with  all  the  momentona  troths  wUdi  it  involves,  has  an 
adeqnate  basis  in  the  previoos  certainty  of  erery  volition ;  and  on  the  other,  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  moral  government  of  God,  with  the  moral  agency  and  respon- 
sibility of  man,  has  an  eqnallv  sabstantial  fbnndation  in  that  tibwty  which  re- 
salts  firom  power  to  the  contrary  ehoice.  When,  therefore,  it  shall  become  an 
admitted  principle— an  aadom  with  tho  contending  parties— that  certainty  of 
setion  (yolition)  is  consiBtent  with  power  to  the  contrary,  then  and  not  till  then 
can  we  hope  that  the  eontroTcrsy  conceming  moral  liberty  will  end." 

The  Reviewer  might  have  found  in  Dr.  Taylor's  published 
writings  an  argument  to  establish  the  proposition  ^*  that  Gk>d 
secures  the  accomplishment  of  those  of  his  providential  purposes 
which  respect  human  action,  thr<mgh  the  constitution  of  man 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  he  acts^^^  We  stated  that 
Dr.  Taylor  held  that  ^^  the  same  antecedents  will  uniformly  be 
followed  by  the  same  consequent,"  i,  «.,  volition.  This  is  im- 
plied throughout  his  discussions  respecting  the  will ;  but  he 
expressly  says :  ^^  The  principle  that  the  same  mind  in  the 
same  circumstances  always  chooses  in  the  same  manner  is  in- 
controvertible^  and  renders  it  impossible  to  prove  the  hap- 
hazard contingency  of  volition."  He  argues  for  this  proposition 
at  length,  from  the  admitted  axiom  that  every  event  must 
have  a  cause.  In  regard  to  God's  foreknowledge  of  free 
actions,  Dr.  Taylor  says:  ^^That  Gk>d  cannot  foresee  the 
actions  of  his  creatures,  unless  their  actions  are  certain  under 
his  government,  is  indeed  undeniable.  That  Qod  cannot  fore- 
see the  actions  of  creatures,  without  knowing  that  given  antS' 

*  Moral  Govemmeot,  IL,  812. 
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cedents  will  be  followed  by  given  actions  as  their  consequents^ 
is  equally  undeniable."  "  My  incapacity  to  tell  how  God 
foreknows  the  actions  of  free  agents,  no  more  warrants  a  doubt  of 
the  fact  of  his  actual  foresight,  than  my  incapacity  to  tell  or 
conceive  Aoto  he  creates  a  mind  is  a  reason  to  doubt  this  fact." 

Thus  the  paragraph  cited  by  the  Reviewer  from  our  Article 
is  shown  to  be  in  every  particular  a  precise  description  of  Dr. 
Taylor's  teaching.  What  does  the  Reviewer  say  of  it !  At  the 
first  reading  of  his  remarks,  they  seemed  to  us  to  sanction  the 
doctrines  set  forth  in  the  quotation.  He  says  :  "  It  is,  in  itself 
considered,  simply  the  doctrine  of  common  Calvinism  and 
Catholic  Christianity  in  regard  to  the  relation  of  predestina- 
tion and  foreknowledge  to  the  acts  of  free  agents.  According 
to  this,  free  agency  and  antecedent  certainty  coincide,  so  that 
all  free  acts  are  rendered  certain  by  antecedent  causes,  which 
reach  back  to  the  divine  decree."  The  Reviewer  seemed  to  be 
hoisting  the  banner  of  Taylorism  on  the  walls  of  Princeton. 
But  it  will  be  observed  that  he  qualifies  his  approval  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  quotation  by  the  phrase,  "  in  itself  considered." 
He  also  connects  with  it  inferences  which  Dr.  Taylor  denies  to 
be  legitimate — such  as  the  rejection  of  the  power  to  the  con- 
trary, the  assertion  that  sin  can  always  and  everywhere  be 
prevented  by  divine  power  without  impairing  free  agency, 
etc.  What  we  desire  to  insist  upon  is  that  the  quotation  accu- 
rately represents  Dr.  Taylor's  opinions,  which  to  this  extent, 
by  the  admission  of  the  Reviewer,  are  coincident  with  "  com- 
mon Calvinism  and  Catholic  Christianity."  There  can  no 
longer  be  any  excuse  for  saying  or  implying  that  Dr.  Taylor 
did  not  hold  to  the  previous  certainty  of  volitions — a  certainty 
dependent  upon  their  antecedents,  or  the  constitution  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  agent. 

2.  Dr.  Taylor's  doctrine  of  characteTy  as  consisting  in  a 
"oduntary  prvrudphy  or  state  of  the  wiU^  which  controls  the  in- 
ward as  well  as  the  outward  life. 

Dr.  Taylor  held,  as  we  have  before  explained,  that  at  the 
foundation  of  all  specific  moral  choices  or  actions,  there  is  a 
generic,  elective  preference  of  a  chief  good.  Men  are  not  con- 
tinually choosing  this  good,  but  having  once  chosen  it,  they 
continue  in  the  state  of  preference  in  which  their  choice. 
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whether  good  or  evil,  placed  them ;  and,  in  the  case  of  sinners, 
they  commonly  do  not  reflect  or  think  of  this  deep  fountain  of 
action  until  they  are  awakened  by  the  call  to  repentance.  The 
opponents  of  Dr.  Taylor  frequently  ascribe  to  him  more  super- 
ficial views  of  moral  character  and  action.  The  Reviewer  com- 
plains that  we  refer  to  the  doctrine  of  the  older  writers  that 
all  sin  is  voluntary,  although  they  did  not  distinguish,  as  he 
did,  between  sensibilities  and  will.  This  difference  we  care- 
fully pointed  out,  but  we  still  claim  that  in  his  profound  view 
of  the  nature  of  character  he  stands  in  the  same  line  with  these 
writers.  The  same  thing  which  he  calls  a  governing  purpose 
is  held,  under  other  terms  of  description,  by  President  Marsh 
and  Professor  Shedd  in  their  definitions  of  character.  Al- 
though Dr.  Taylor  distinguished,  as  all  thorough  and  con- 
sistent theologians  at  the  present  day  must,  between  feeling 
and  will,  he  did  not  hold,  as  the  Beviewer  erroneously  states, 
that  sin  and  holiness  bebng  ''  to  acts  of  the  will  with  respect 
to  known  law,  exclusively  of  the  sensibilities."  Choice  is  a 
complex  state  of  mind,  involving  both  thought  and  feeling. 
Dr.  Taylor  thought  that  the  preference  at  the  bottom  of  char- 
acter carries  with  it  the  affections  of  the  soul.  It  is  ''  pre- 
dominant "  within  the  soul,  as  well  as  over  the  conduct.  Mark 
the  following  statements  in  regard  to  it : 

*'  It  \b  what  is  oommonly  called  the  governing  principle  of  tlie  mind,  inasmaeh 
aa  in  its  true  nature  and  tendency,  it  reigns  over  the  whole  man,  oon trolling  and 
directing  all  other  action  in  subservience  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  object  or 
end."  *'  As  a  predominant  principle,  whether  the  morally  fight  or  the  morally 
wrong  principle,  it  sways  and  determines  all — aU  tboughty  all  feeling  or  emotion^ 
all  denree,  all  volitions,  all  subordinate  and  all  executive  action— the  whole  inner 
and  outer  man.  It  is  the  grand  central  power  which  takes  under  its  dominion 
the  entire  productive  energy  of  a  moral  being.  It  thus  employs  powers  the  most 
exalted — powers  which  in  comparison  degrade  aU  others — powers  unparalleled 
for  good  and  for  evil— either  for  the  best,  or  for  the  worst  conceivable  resalts  of 
power."* 

Of  the  good  and  evil  preference  of  the  soul,  he  says: 

<*  Each  is  an  act  of  the  toill  and  heart,  or  an  elective  preference,  by  which  I 
mean  that  it  includes  two  elements,  via.,  choice  and  affection.''  *'The  morally 
right  act  or  state  of  the  mind  is  often  spoken  of  aa  an  act  of  the  will — an  eleotive 
act--an  act  of  choosing.     Vide  Dent,  xxiv.,  16-24;  Prov.  i.,  29  ;  Isa.  vii.,  15; 


*  Moral  Oovemment,  L,  41. 
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Luke  x.,  42.  Tht  more  pnmUnsrU  eUment,  however,  in  thie  elate  of  mind  ie  afec- 
Hon;  and  hence  it  ie  moel  freqitently  designated  in  eome  manner  which  preeenU  it 
ae  a  etate  ofafeetion.  In  these  cases,  however,  the  language  is  so  used  as  to 
show  that  it  is  a  supreme  affection ;  or  that  it  is  love  not  as  a  mere  constitntional 
emotion,  but  as  involving  an  act  of  the  will;  i.  e.,  that  it  is  an  elective  prefer- 
enca    Matt,  z.,  87 ;  xzii.,  87 ;  L  John  11,  15,  16 ;  Acts  zi.,  28."* 

That  the  root  of  responsibility  is  in  the  will,  or  elective  fac- 
ulty, is  indeed  maintained  ;  bnt  that  the  exercise  of  this  faculty 
carries  with  it  the  affections,  is  not  less  clearly  set  forth. 

3.  Dr.  Taylor' %  docirme  of  the  permanence  of  ckaracUr^ 
and  in  the  case  of  Binfvl  character  j  of  its  hopeless  permanence^ 
apart  from  the  inward  operation  of  sttpernatieraZ  Orace. 

One  of  the  prime  characteristics  of  the  governing  preference, 
on  which  Dr.  Taylor  most  earnestly  insisted,  is  its  permanence. 
It  is  something  fixed,  abiding.  Thus,  speaking  of  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  character  in  general,  he  says : 

"  The  preference  of  an  objeot  as  supreme  has  a  peculiar  tendency  to  perpetuate 
itself,  by  oonfining  thought  and  feeling  to  its  object,  and  engrossing  the  whole 
mind  with  it  It  thus  strengthens  feeling,  and  strengthens  itself,  and  becomes 
permanent  so  far  as  it  can  be,  with  a  physical  possibility  and  yet  with  the  lowest 
probability  of  change."  "As  soon  as  it  exists,  and  without  use  or  custom,  it  is  a 
supreme  affection  fixed  on  its  object  as  the  chief  good — as  the  portion  of  the 
soul — ^and  is  thus  in  its  very  be|i^nning  what  philosophers  have  caUed  it — a  habU 
of  the  mind."  '*  It  is  found  to  be  permanent — to  be  engrossed  with  and  ever 
intent  on  its  object — ^to  be  ever  present  in  the  mind  in  relation  to  its  object^ 
that  its  object  may  never  be  disregarded,  nor  fail  to  be  obtained  for  want  of 
oonstanoy  or  fixedness  of  affeetion."f 

Instead  of  denying  the  self-perpetuating  tendency  of  sin,  or 
making  light  of  it,  he  contended  for  it  with  all  his  resources  of 
eloquence  and  reasoning.  And  now  we  come  directly  to  the 
question :  Did  Dr.  Taylor  hold  the  doctrine  of  moral  inability  t 
To  answer  the  question,  we  must  first  determine  what  is  meant 
by  moral  inability.  From  the  time  of  President  Edwards  this 
term  has  had  one  established  signification,  viz.,  a  fixed  disin- 
clination such  as  involves  the  certainty  of  its  own  continuance. 
President  Edwards  in  a  hundred  places  lays  down  this  defini- 
tion. He  who  believes  that  every  impenitent  sinner  will  con- 
tinue an  impenitent  sinner  without  converting  grace,  believes 
in  moral  inability,  in  the  New  England  sense.  Is  it  requisite 
to  prove  that  Dr.  Taylor  held,  defended,  preached  and  pro- 

*  Moral  Government,  L  49.  f  Ibid.  p.  26. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]       A  R^amdar  to  ikt  "^Prwodom,  EimeMir  749 

claimed  this  doctrine!  Is  it  neoeasary  to  take  up  rocm  in 
citing  passages  from  his  printed  and  nnprinted  writings^  to 
establish  what  everybody  who  knows  anything  of  his  teaching 
ought  to  know  f  The  infallible  certainty  of  the  perfieTerance 
of  every  sinner  in  impenitence,  if  left  to  himself,  was  a  ciinitt^ 
stone  in  his  theological  system*  Let  a  single  paragraph  suffice 
as  an  example  of  his  uniform  teaching  on  this  theme. 


'^NU  •  kmm^M,  bnmg  wUl  mmply  miik  At  Urwu  of  lyk  miikml  dmm  fnm. 
Abandaat  as  ia  the  proTiaon  for  th*  aftlTatioQ  of  dO,  aaqnalified  m  t%  the  oT«r> 
tares  of  pardon  and  life,  free  m  men  are  from  all  preTentug  influeiioe  froa 
Oody  abondtatly  able  aa  they  are  aa  moral  agents  to  comply  with  ihe  terms 
of  salvation,  and  viDin^  yea,  soUdtoaa  as  God  ie  that  they  shoold  comply  and 
be  ssTed,  not  one  will  do  it.  L^  to  thsmselTes,  OMhand  all  of  them  will  per- 
ai&t  in  rejecting  Christy  and  by  their  own  choice  plunge  Into  perdUioa.  I  wish 
yoa  to  look  at  this  world  of  sinners  in  this  condition.  Nothing  but  Tolantaiy, 
willfnl  perverseness  can  roiu  any  one  of  them.  Tet  with  all  that  eternal  mercy 
haa  done,  with  the  same  powers  in  kind  which  angels  posssos,  yea,  made  in  this 
respect  in  the  Tery  image  of  God  (Jaa.  iiL  9,)  and  inTited  and  aUured  by  all  the 
entreaties  and  proffors  of  redeeming  grace — in  defiance  of  all  the  motivea  a  uni- 
Terse  9^  frunish — they  will  go  down  to  hell,  if  the  interposing  grace  of  God 
does  not  prevent.''* 

4.  Dr.  Taylor's  doctrine  of  the  sovereignty  of  God  in  the 
bestowed  of  renewing  Grace. 

We  subjoin  a  tew  remarks  under  this  head,  in  addition  to 
those  offered  in  our  former  Article.  In  his  Discourses  on 
Election,  Dr.  Taylor  inculcates  the  doctrine  that  ^^  God  has 
eternally  purposed  to  renew,  and  sanctify,  and  save  a  part 
only  of  mankind."  This  doctrine,  he  declares,  is  distinct  from 
that  of  a  ^^  national  election,"  the  only  election  which  is 
admitted  by  ^'Pelagians,  Arminians,  and,  indeed,  all  who 
oppose  the  orthodox  doctrine."  Again,  it  is  not^^  ^'  election 
to  salvation,  or  a  purpose  to  save  a  part  of  ndankiud  on  con- 
dition of  tbreseen  repentance  and  faith."  This,  he  says,  ^^  is 
not  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  election,  properly  so  called ;  nor 
by  any  means  all  that  they  believe  respecting  Qod's  purpose  to 
save  a  part  of  mankind.  This  is  not  merely  a  purpose  to 
sa/oe;^^  it  is  ^'a  purpose  to  reneWy  sanctify ^  and  save  a  part 
only  of  mankind." 

*'  If  we  believe  in  the  necessity  of  diyine  influence  to  change  the  heart,  in 
other  words,  that  holiness  in  man  is  the  gift  of  God,  we  must  believe  that  God 

*  Bevealed  Theology,  p.  878. 
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purpose*  to  give  a  neir  heart  of  holiness  to  all  to  whom  he  does  give  it ;  and  that 
if  he  begins  the  work,  and  carries  it  on,  and  finishes  it  in  eternal  glory,  He  di- 
signed  to  do  what  He  does.  For  who  will  say  that  God  ever  acts  without  de- 
sign ;  that  He  does  anything  without  intending  to  do  it?  Is  that  grace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  which  is  to  produce,  perpetnate,  and  bless  God's  redeemed  kingdom, 
directed  by  chance  I  Does  ignorance  or  fate  sit  at  the  helm  of  the  universe  and 
sway  its  destinies  1  We  all  know,  and  we  all  believe,  that  if  God  has  made  us 
Christians  He  meant  to  do  it ;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle,  '  of  His  ova 
mil  begat  He  us."  Without  a  feeling  or  note  of  discord,  Presbyterians,  Episco- 
palians, Baptists,  Methodists,  are  ready  to  join  in  the  song,  *  Not  unto  us,  0 
Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory.*  "* 

This  is  not  an  exceptional  utterance  of  Dr.  Taylor.  It  is  a 
fair  specimen  of  his  nsnal  strain  of  remark  on  this  subject. 
He  denied,  as  we  have  before  shown,  that  the  grace  of  the 
Spirit  is  given  indiscriminately,  or  in  equal  measure  to  all. 
Holding  that  converting  grace  is  indispensable  to  the  sinner 
and  his  only  hope,  he  was  very  earnest  in  controverting  the 
position  frequently  taken  by  Armiuians,  that  this  grace  is 
always  at  the  sinner's  command. 

*'  Three  views  of  the  dispeusation  of  the  Spirit  may  be  taken.  One,  that  God 
wiU  wait  and  be  ready  to  grant  His  Spirit  whenever  the  sinner  is  ready  to  re- 
ceive it  The  second,  that  He  will  not  now  grant  repentance.  The  third^  that 
He  wiU  do  as  He  pleases — give,  or  not  give,  as  it  seemeth  good  in  His  sight 
Kow,  to  illustrate  the  tendency  of  these  views,  let  us  suppose  a  case.  Suppose  a 
man  wishes  to  go  from  one  place  to  another  by  steamboat,  and  that  on  the  most 
urgent  and  important  business.  Suppose,  also,  like  every  sinner,  he  has  some 
business  of  less  consequence  which  he  would  be  glad  to  transact  before  he  sets 
off.  Suppose,  now,  he  sends  a  servant  to  the  captain  of  the  boat  to  see  whe&er 
he  will  not  acoonmiodate  him  in  this  respect  by  waiting  half  an  hour,  and  the 
captain  to  return  one  of  the  foUowing  answers :  first,  that  '  he  will  wait,  as  he 
wishes.'  Now,  he  goes  quickly  to  his  business  here  instead  of  hastening  to  the 
boat  Or :  'he  wiU  not  wait  a  moment  beyond  the  hour.'  The  man  looks  at  his 
watch  and  finds  it  too  late ;  it  cannot  be  done  now ;  and  all  is  despair,  and  of 
course  no  effort  But  the  third  answer  is,  '  He  will  do  as  he  pleases;'  and  now 
he  looks  at  his  watch  and  sees  that  he  may  resch  the  boat  and  he  may  not  Now 
he  runs ;  he  flies.  Not  a  moment  must  be  lost  So  the  sinner,  if  he  believes  he 
can  safely  defer,  will  defer.  If  there  is  no  hope  from  present  action,  he  will  not 
act  But  when,  by  immediate  action,  he  may  succeed,  and  by  delay  all  may  be 
lost,  then,  if  ever,  will  he  hasten  to  his  God  and  Savioor.^f 

Now,  the  Reviewer  misconceives  and  so  entirely  misrepre- 
sents the  position  of  Dr.  Taylor  on  this  topic.  He  charges  Dr. 
Taylor  with  teaching,  in  one  of  the  Essays  on  the  Means  of  Re- 

*  JReveaUd  Theology,  p.  874»  seq.  f  Practical  Sermon*,  p.  8S9. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1868.]        A  Rejoinder  to  the  "  Princeton  Beview,^^  751 

generation,*  that  salvation  is  at  all  times  practically  within  tlie 
sinner's  reach;  whereas,  in  the  paragraphs  referred  to,  from 
which  the  Reviewer  cites  fragmentary  passages.  Dr.  Taylor  is 
contending  against  this  doctrine  with  the  utmost  energy.  He 
is  arguing  to  show  that  whilst  the  sinner  is  dependent  on  the 
sovereign  will  of  God  for  regenerating  grace,  he  ought  to  set 
himself  at  once  to  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  may 
reasonably  do  so,  since  "  it  may  prove  to  be  a  fact  that  he 
shall  perform  it;"  that  is,  that  the  grace  of  God  will  now,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  produce  this  result.  If  it  be  a  known  truth, 
an  absolute  certainty,  that  he  will  not  now  repent,  he  will 
make  no  eflfbrt.  But  this  may  Je,  in  the  counsels  of  God,  the 
very  hour :  let  him  then  awake,  arise,  and  turn  from  his  sins ! 
But  let  him  not  flatter  himself  that  the  Spirit  will  always  re- 
main with  him  or  come  at  his  beck.  There  is  only  a  "  perad- 
venture."  In  short,  he  cannot  know  that  God  will,  or  that 
God  will  not,  convert  him  at  this  time. 

*'  Were  the  grace,''  says  Dr.  Taylor,  "  on  which  the  sinner  depends,  known 
to  be  at  his  own  disposal,  always  furnished  and  ready  for  his  ase  until  the  hour  of 
death ;  would  he  not  take  new  courage  to  go  on  in  his  iniquity  V  "  Why  the 
solemn  and  reiterated  charge  not  to  grieve— not  to  resist  the  Holy  Ghost?  Why 
the  solemn  asseveration,  that  He  shall  not  always  strive  with  men  ?  Why  these 
monitory  cautions,  if  there  is  no  danger  of  being  abandoned  by  His  heavenly  in- 
fluence !  Why,  if  there  is  no  giving  up  to  a  reprobate  mind,  and  to  strong  delu- 
sions thatinfalUbly  terminate  in  damnation. — why  are  we  expressly  told  of  those 
on  whom  this  judgment  infallibly  lights  even  in  this  world  ?*'  "  Why,  without 
one  word  of  exception  or  qualification  throughout  the  sacred  volume,  in  respect 
to  all  preliminary  acts  and  doings  as  the  ground  of  hope,  is  the  sinner  shut  up  to 
the  faith ;  and  all  that  can  cheer  or  sustain  his  guilty  bosom,  fixed  to  the  single 
point  of  duty  with  the  mere  '  peradventure  *  that  God  will  give  him  repentance? 
Why  is  all  this,  if  God  does  not  design  to  impart  a  fearful  uncertainty  to  the 
prospect  of  the  sinner's  conversion  ?  'f 

With  these  paragraphs,  and  pages  more  of  the  same  purport, 
staring  him  in  the  face,  the  Reviewer  attributes  to  the  Article 
the  doctrine  that  "regeneration  is  wholly  the  sinner's  act," 
without  the  admission  of  "  the  lowest  form  of  inability  I"  We 
sincerely  acquit  the  Reviewer  of  all  designed  misrepresenta 
tion  ;  but  if  he  had  quoted  the  paragraphs  from  which  he  has 
picked  out  a  few  scattered  sentences,  he  would  have  demon- 
strated to  his  readers  the  incorrectness  of  bis  interpretations 

*  ChriMtian  Spectator,  1829.     Pp.  692-712.  f  ^^-^  1829.     Pp.  707,  708. 
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and  the  groundless  character  of  his  inferences.  He  wonld 
have  shown  them  that,  instead  of  denying  the  doctrine  of 
dependence,  Dr.  Taylor  was  aiming  to  find  in  the  impressiye 
assertion  of  that  very  truth  a  cogent  and  affecting  motive  for 
immediate  action  on  the  part  of  an  awakened  sinner.  The 
Reviewer  has  misled  himself  by  the  ambiguity  of  the  word 
prdctiooMe.  An  awakened  sinner,  says  Dr.  Taylor,  is  not  to 
be  told  that  his  salvation  is  not  now  practicable ;  he  is  to  be 
told  that  it  is  practicable.  The  context  makes  the  meaning 
perfectly  clear.  It  may  be  the  appointed  time  of  his  conver- 
sion. The  probability  that  it  is  so  is  sufficient  to  prompt  him 
to  action, — to  warrant  him  in  striving  to  enter  into  the  strait 
gate.  The  dependence  of  the  sinner  is  no  ground  for  inaction, 
nor  for  presumption. 

*'  How  nmcfa  probability  of  raooMB,  as  pertaining  to  those  imperfect  efforts 
which  sinners  make  in  taming  to  God,  is  best  adapted  to  prompt  them  to  imme- 
diate action  9  One  thing  is  certain,  there  is  no  promise  of  God  that  his  grace 
shaU  attend  these  attempts  of  the  sinner.  So  far  from  it  that  for  aught  we  can 
say  to  him,  he  may  be  already  given  up  to  hardness  of  heart.  Not  only  is  there 
no  certanity  of  success  in  these  attempts,  bat  In  proportion  to  the  probability 
of  it,  and  the  facility  of  performing  the  onwelcome  task,  the  danger  of  delay  is 
diminished,  and  with  it  the  pressure  of  the  motive  to  present  effort.  Nor  is  this 
all.  If  there  is  a  high  probability  of  sucoess  from  present  attempts,  then  there 
is  a  higher  probability  than  would  otherwise  exist  irom  fature  attempts  ;  and  it 
is  this  belief,  it  is  this  falne  persuasion,  that  the  work  can  be  easily  done  now, 
and  easily  done  at  any  future  time,  that  is  the  solace  of  the  sinner  in  procrasti- 
nating his  duty  to  his  God.  To  influence  him,  then,  most  powerfully  to  present 
action  in  duty,  the  prospect  of  ntecees  must  be  vUtoed  as  doubt^.  It  must  be 
lowered  down  to  what  the  Apostle  calls  a  perachentttre  that  God  will  give 
repentance,*** 

Overlooking  the  ambiguity  of  the  terms  **  may  "  and  "  prac- 
ticable," as  they  occur  in  two  or  three  sentences  of  the  Essay 
on  the  Means  of  Begeneration,  the  Beviewer  has  fallen  into 
the  mistake  of  attributing  to  Dr.  Taylor  a  view  quite  contrary 
to  the  explicit  doctirine  of  that  Essay  and  to  his  uniform  teach- 
ing and  preaching  on  the  subject  of  the  sinner's  dependence. 
He  has  represented  Dr.  Taylor  as  holding  that  the  sinner, 
viewed  as  dependent  on  grace,  has  salvation  completely  and  at 
all  times  within   his  reach;    whereas  his    real  doctrine — a 

*IUwalsd  Theology,  p.  488. 
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doctrine  most  emphatically  and  constantly  asserted — was  that 
the  sinner,  thus  viewed,  can  never  be  sure  on  this  point,  and 
that  his  reasonable  hope  of  being  blessed  with  renewing  grace 
may  become  indefinitely  small.* 

What  becomes  of  the  charge  of  Pelagianism  brought  against 
him  by  the  Princeton  theologians  ?  We  observe  that  in  the 
Outlines  of  Theology^  his  opinions  are  nsnally  described  as 
semi-pelagian,  and  carefully  distingnished  from  the  Pelagian 
forms  of  doctrine.  But  now  it  seems  that  they  are  considered 
by  Dr.  Hodge  and  our  Reviewer  as  not  only  Pelagian,  but 
worse.  We  called  attention,  in  our  Article,  to  two  essential 
points  in  which  Dr.  Taylor  was  in  radical  opposition  to  the 
Pelagians.  The  one  was  his  doctrine  of  moral  inability,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  self-perpetuating  tendency  of  sin.  In  reply  to 
what  the  Ee viewer  says  of  the  view  of  Pelagius  on  this  topic, 
and  to  the  use  which  the  Beviewer  makes  of  a  passage  cited 
by  Neander,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  our  former  Article,  where 
the  atomieal  view  of  character  is  shown  to  be  a  leading  pecu- 
liarity of  Pelagianism.  It  is  alike  futile  to  attempt  to  make 
it  out  that  the  Pelagian^  did,  or  that  Dr.  Taylor  did  not,  be- 
lieve in  the  hopeless  permanence  of  sinful  character — in  moral 
inability.  The  other  point  to  which  we  drew  special  attention 
was  Dr.  Taylor's  assertion  of  the  need   of  the  supernatural 


*The  Reviewer  rather  bluntly  contradictB  our  statement  that  Dr.  Hodge 
agrees  with  Dr.  Fitoh  in  "  not  teaching  that  grace  is,  properly  speaking,  irresist- 
ible." He  calls  it  a  "  groundless  statement"  Are  we  to  infer,  then,  that  Dr.  A, 
A,  Hodge  has  made  an  improTement  in  theology  under  lihis  topic!  He  says  of 
the  special  inflnences  of  grace,  peculiar  to  the  Christian:  *'The  second  class  of 
influences  are  certainly  efficacious,  but  are  neither  resUtibU  nor  irresiitible,  be- 
oause  they  act  from  within  and  carry  the  will  spontaneously  with  them.  It  U  to 
be  letmented  thai  the  term  ^ irreeistible  grace*  hae  ever  been  ueed/* — {Outlinee  of 
Iheology,  p.  889.)  We  confess  to  the  error,  if  it  be  an  error,  of  supposing  that 
the  younger  Dr.  Hodge  was  not  only  speaking  for  him  elf,  but  for  the  senior 
Professor  alsa  As  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge  affirms  that  special  grace  is  not  irresistible — 
**  neither  re^stible  nor  irresistible  " — and  lamente  that  the  term  "  irreeistible  " 
should  ever  have  been  applied  to  the  subject,  it  follows  that  both  our  Reviewer 
and  the  senior  Professor  are  responsible  for  causing  him  lamentation.  But  Dr.  A. 
A.  Hodge  may  console  himself  with  the  reflection  that  he  agrees  with  President 
Edwards,  who  calls  the  question  whether  grace  is  irresistible  or  not  *'  perfect 

onsense." 
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operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  said  that  Dr.  Hodge  had 
let  fall  a  very  misleading  remark,  when  he  made  Pelagius  and 
Dr.  Taylor  agree  perfectly,  because  the  former,  as  well  as  the 
latter,  held  that  ''  men  do  actually  obey  God  without  grace." 
We  proved,  from  Augustine,  that  the  Pelagians  excluded  the 
Spirit's  influence  from  their  conception  of  grace.  We  think 
that  candor  required  of  the  Eeviewer  that  he  should  directly 
admit  that  Dr.  Hodge,  in  this  instance,  had  inadvertently  done 
Dr.  Taylor  great  injustice.  As  he  has  not  done  so,  we  are 
obliged  to  reiterate  our  accusation.  What  did  the  Pelagians 
mean  by  grace  ?  Here  we  call  on  a  competent  scholar,  Dr.  A.  A. 
Hodge — the  initials  are  right  this  time — to  tell  us.  "Pelagians," 
he  says,  '^  assert  .  .  .  that  the  Holy  Spirit  produces  no 
inward  change  in  the  heart  of  the  subject,  except  as  he  is  the 
author  of  the  Scriptures,  and  as  the  Scriptures  present  moral 
truths  and  motives,  which,  of  their  own  nature,  exert  a  moral 
influence  upon  the  soul."  ^'  Pelagians  maintain  ...  as 
to  God's  grace,  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  the  favorable  con- 
stitution of  our  own  minds,  and  the  influence  exerted  on  them 
by  the  tmth  he  has  revealed  to  us,  and  the  propitious  circum- 
stances in  which  he  has  placed  us."t  *'  The  Pelagian  theory 
differs  from  all  the  rest " — that  is,  the  Eomish,  Aj-minian,  and 
Oberlin  theories  of  Perfection —  .  .  .  **in  denying  the 
necessity  of  the  intervention  of  supernatural  grace,  to  the  end 
of  making  men  perfect."  It  is  a  question  of  historical  fact.  It 
is  the  question  how  Pelagianism,  according  to  the  understand- 
ing of  Augustine  and  his  orthodox  successors,  defines  grace. 
We  submit  to  our  readers  that  the  incorrectness  and  injustice 
of  identifying  Dr.  Taylor's  opinion,  on  this  subject,  with  that 
of  the  Pelagians,  have  been  fully  demonstrated.  We  under- 
stand Pelagianism  as  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge  does ;  it  is  undeniable 
that  Dr.  Taylor  taught  that  no  man  repents  or  is  holy  without 
the  supernatural  intervention  of  the  Spirit.  Tlie  proof  of  the 
incorrectness  of  Dr.  Hodge's  charge  is  complete. 

The  Beviewer  follows  Dr.  Hodge  in  the  attempt  to  fasten 
on  the  New  Haven  divines  the  Jesuit  theory  of  scientia  media. 

*  Outline*  of  Theology ,  p.  886.  f  P.  412.    The  same  thing  is  said  on  p.  402. 
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He  contends  that,  on  their  theory  of  the  will,  there  is  no  other 
possible  mode  of  foreseeing  free  actions;  bat  as  he  maintains 
also  that  on  their  theory  foreknowledge,  even  by  sdentia 
media,  is  logically  precluded,  we  do  not  see  that  he  does  any- 
thing to  establish  his  point.  He  certainly  does  not  shut  them 
up  to  scieniia  media,  by  showing  that  they  are  cut  off  from 
this,  as  well  as  every  other,  theory  of  foreknowledge  I  What 
was  Dr.  Hodge's  definition  of  soientia  media  f  *'  God  foresees 
who  will,  and  who  will  not,  submit  to  the  plan  of  salvation. 
Those  whom  He  foresees  will  submit,  He  elects  to  eternal  life ; 
those  whom  He  foresees  will  not  submit,  He  predestinates  to 
eternal  death.  The  New  Haven  divines  adopt  the  same  dis- 
tinction, and  apply  it  to  the  same  purpose."  The  doctrine 
here  imputed  to  the  New  Haven  divines  is  (1)  election  to  life 
or  salvation,  instead  of  election  to  faith,  and  (2)  election  on  the 
mere  ground  of  foreseen  faith.  Now  it  is  strange,  at  the  out- 
set, to  find  Dr.  Hodge  quoting,  in  support  of  his  charge,  this 
sentence  from  Dr.  Fitch's  Review  of  Fisk,  in  the  "Christian 
Spectator  "  of  1831 :  "  it  was  to  he  believers,  and  not  as  be- 
lievei*s,  that  He  chose  them  under  the  guidance  of  His  {sci-entia 
media)  foreknowledge."  This  is  election  ^^to  5^  believers," 
not  election  to  salvation  in  consequence  of  faith  foreseen.  We 
affirmed  that  although  Dr.  Fitch,  in  this  instance,  uses  the 
term  scientia  media,  he  does  not  apply  it  in  the  sense  of  the 
Jesuit  theologians,  and  that  he  does  not  teach  the  doctrine 
ascribed  to  him  by  Dr.  Hodge.  The  difference  is  that  Dr.  Fitch 
holds  that  the  renewal  of  the  believer,  as  well  as  its  conse- 
quences, is  the  object  of  a  distinct  purpose  on  the  part  of  God, 
and  is  the  effect  of  special  measures  which  secure  this  result. 
"  The  New  Haven  divines  did  not  teach  that  grace  is  given  in 
equal  measure  to  all  individuals ;  nor  did  they  teach  that  the 
number  of  the  elect  is  made  up  of  those  who  were  foreseen  to 
be  most  pliable  under  recovering  influences,  and  vice  versa.^^ 

Dr.  Fitch  was  led  to  introduce  the  term  scientia  media,  in 
refuting  the  charge  of  Fisk,  that  according  to  Calvinism,  God 
forms  his  decrees  blindly.  "  If  God  must  predetermine  events 
in  order  to  know  them,"  said  Fisk«  "  then,  as  the  cause  is  in  no 
case  dependent  on  the  effect,  the  decrees  of  God  must  be 
passed,  and  his  plan  contrived,  independently  of  his  knowledge, 
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wliich  only  had  an  existence  as  the  eflfect  of  these  decrees." 
This,  Dr.  Fitch  replies,  is  the  mistake  of  confounding  the/or^- 
hnowledge  of  God,  spoken  of  by  Calvinists — the  foresight  of 
actnal  events — with  God's  attribute  of  omniscience^  which  in- 
cludes the  knowledge  of  all  things  possible.  He  consults  His 
omniscience  in  forming  His  decrees ;  for  example,  He  adapts 
means  to  ends.  But  his  foreknowledge,  Dr.  Fitch  asserts, 
^'  implies  predestination.'"  It  depends  "  on  the  determinations 
of  His  will."  This  is  the  very  opposite  of  the  Jesuit  doctrine 
of  scientia  media.  It  is  true,  however,  in  regard  to  every 
event  that  is  decreed,  that  its  necessary  conditions  are  decreed 
also.  This  is  the  doctrine  which  Dr.  Fitch  designates  by 
scientia  media.  It  is  expressed  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge,  as 
follows:  "Calvinists  admit  that  the  all-comprehensive  decree 
of  God  .....  comprehends  the  whole  system  of  causes  and 
effects  of  every  kind ;  of  the  motives  and  conditions  of  free 
actions,  as  well  as  the  necessary  causes  of  necessary  events."* 
'^  When  God  decreed  an  event,  He  made  it  certainly  future, 
not  as  isolated  from  other  events,  or  as  independent  of  all 
means  and  agents,  but  as  dependent  upon  means  and  upon 
agents  freely  using  these  means. "f  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge  answers 
the  Arminian  precisely  as  Dr.  Fitch  answers  Fisk :  "  If  the 
Arminian,"  says  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge,  "  should  rejoin  that  although 
God  did  not  foreordain  the  free  acts  of  men,  yet  He  infallibly 
foreknew  and  provides  for  them«  and  therefore  his  plans  cannot 
fail ;  then  the  Calvinist  replies,  that  if  God  foresaw  that  a  given 
man,  in  given  circumstances,  would  act  at  a  given  juncture,  in 
a  certain  way,  then  God  in  decreeing  to  create  that  very  man 
and  place  him  in  those  very  circumstances,  at  that  very  junc- 
ture, did  ordain  the  certain  futurition  of  that  very  event, 
and  of  all  its  consequences. ":{:  This  is  a  correct  statement, 
and,  as  far  as  sinful  actions  are  concerned,  an  adequate  and 
sufficient  statement  of  the  true  relation  of  foreknowledge  to 
decrees.  But  when  we  speak  of  the  renewal  and  sanctification 
of  the  sinner,  we  bring  in  the  divine  agency  in  a  more  direct 
form  of  exertion.  These  are  events  which  are  owing  to  the 
Spirit's  influence.     This  distinction,  also,  is  clearly  made  by 

*  OuUines  of  Theology,  p.  167.  f  ^^^*  P-  1"^^  X  ^^  P-  l*"^- 
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Dr.  Fitch,  as  well  as  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge.  Says  Dr.  Fitch  : 
"Dr.  Fisk  overlooks  the  distinction  made  byOalvinists,  be- 
tween an  election  to  holiness  and  an  election  to  salvation. 
The  latter  all  Calvinists  admit  to  be  conditional — to  *  have  a 
reference  to  character  I'  God  has  elected  none  to  be  saved, 
except  on  the  condition  that  they  voluntarily  embrace  the 
Gospel,  and  persevere  unto  the  end.  But  the  question  is,  How 
comes  any  man  to  comply  vrith  this  condition — to  have  the 
character  ii^  question  ?  Does  not  God  secure  that  compliance  ? 
Does  He  not  elect  the  individuals  who  shall  voluntarily  obey 
and  persevere?  Calvinists  affirm  that  He  does.  The  election 
unto  holiness  is  the  turning  point  of  their  system.  They 
never  speak  of  an  election  unto  salvation^  except  as  founded 
upon  it — as  presupposing  God's  purpose  to  secure  the  condition 
of  salvation,  in  the  hearts  of  the  elect."*  "They  simply 
affirm  that  it  is  owing,  in  fa^t^  to  His  influence  " — the  influ- 
ence of  the  Spirit " — "  that  impenitent  sinners  submit  to  God 
and  accept  of  the  8aviour."t  "The  only  inquiry  then  is, 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  God  does  actually  render  certain  the 
perseverance  of  those  who  believe. '*  "  It  surely  cannot  be  dis- 
proved by  the  mere  fact  that  means  are  adopted  and  employed 
by  God,  to  secure  their  perseverance  in  faith.  '  But,'  Dr. 
Fisk  replies,  'the  end  was'  in  this  case  'fixed  before  the 
means.'  We  reply  that  the  end  is  secured  hy  the  means.  The 
purpose  of  God  to  employ  the  means,  with  the  certain  knowl- 
edge that  they  would  secure  the  end,  is  the  only  proper  account 
of  his  purposing  and  fixing  the  end.":|:  "  It  is  a  gracious  in- 
terposition of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  secures  the  repentance 
and  faith  of  a  sinner ;  and  constitutes  the  certainty  of  his 
thus  differing  from  his  fellow  sinners,  who  still  continue  im- 
penitent and  under  condemnation."§  "  Why  do  given  sinners 
repent  ?  Is  there  no  ground  of  certainty,  but  what  lies  simply 
in  their  powers  of  agency  ?  for  we  think  Dr.  Fisk's  scheme 
necessarily  involves  this.  Does  God  use  no  influences  and 
means  to  induce  sinners  to  come  to  him  with  voluntary  sub- 
mission and  accept  of  life?    Are  these  influences  and  means 


*  Christian  Spectator,  1881,  p.  619.  f  ^i^»  P-  ^^^'  t  ^^^»  P-  C^^- 
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brought  to  bear  alike  on  all  nations  and  on  all  individuals? 
We  object,  therefore,  to  tliia  scheme,  that  it  does  not  embrace 
the  whole  truth."*  Christians  **owe  it  to  the  grace  of  God 
that  they  turn  and  live.^f 

This  is  surely  neither  the  Arminian  nor  the  Molinist  doc- 
trine. 

After  quoting  from  the  New  Haven  divines  sundry  extracts 
relating  to  moral  agency  and  the  prevention  of  sin,  our  Ee- 
viewer  says :  "  They  describe  a  free-agency,  which  is  an  utter 
negation  of  the  power  of  Q-od  to  predetermine  its  actings,  by 
any  antecedents  which  ensure  the  certainty  of  acting  in  any 
given  way,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  contrary."  "  Let  what 
will  be  supposed,  such  a  possibility  of  choosing  either  way  re- 
mains, that  there  can  be  no  'evidence  or  proof,'  because  there 
can  be  no  antecedents,  no  decisive  influence,  fixing  the  choice 
in  any  given  way,  and  therefore  no  preceding  certainty,  evi- 
dence, or  proof  that  it  will  be  so."  The  Reviewer  is  at  perfect 
liberty  to  hold  that  unless  the  will  be  determined  by  *'  creative 
omnipotence,"  tliere  is  no  possibility  of  securing  the  certainty 
of  its  action  ;  tliat,  on  any  other  supposition,  human  actions 
cannot  be  foreseen  ;  that  if  God  cannot  prevent  all  sin.  He 
cannot  prevent  any ;  but  he  should  distinctly  advertise  his 
readers  that  Dr.  Taylor  denied  every  one  of  the^e  propositions 
and  declared  each  of  them  a  non  sequitur.  Dr.  Taylor  aflirm- 
ed  that  God  does  prevent  sin,  and  a  vast  amount  of  sin.  All 
that  he  asserts  in  the  passages  cited,  is,  first,  that  free-agency 
ever  involves  a  power  to  sin  ;  secondly,  that  from  this  it 
follows  that  no  a  priori  argument  can  be  formed — no  argument 
founded  on  the  nattire  of  agency — no  *'  evidence  or  proof"  in 
this  sense,  that  a  being  who  can  sin,  wiU  not  sin.  He  met  the 
skeptic  who  says  thai  God  might  have  prevented  sin  where  he 
has  not  prevented  it,  and  might  have  done  this  with  no  disad- 
vantage to  the  system  ; — precisely  as  Bishop  Butler  meets  hitn 
in  the  sixth  Chapter  of  the  First  Part  of  his  Analogy,  by  call- 
ing these  objections  "  mere  arbitrary  assertions."  The  state- 
ment that  *'  the  origin  and  continuance  of  evil  might  easily 

«  Christian  Spectator,  pp.  680,  631.  f  ^^^>  P-  ^^S- 
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have  been  prevented  by  repeated  interpositions ;  interpositions 
so  guarded  and  circumstanced  as  would  preclude  all  mischief 
arising  from  them,"  Butler  calls  an  unauthorized  assertion, 
which  cannot  be  established.  Dr.  Taylor  said  the  same.  The  . 
mischief  that  might  be  conceived  to  arise,  as  the  result  of 
such  interpositions,  is  the  outbreaking  of  evil  in  another 
quarter,  or  the  impairing  and  destruction  of  free-agency  itself. 
Dr.  Taylor  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  assert  that  such  mis- 
chiefs would  follow ;  it  was  enough  for  him,  as  for  Butler,  to 
declare  that  they  might  result,  for  aught  that  the  skeptic  can 
prove  to  the  contrary.  If  Dr.  Taylor  is  charged  with  over- 
throwing the  doctrine  of  a  Divine  government  by  his  views  on 
this  subject,  he  at  least  sits  in  the  pillory  in  good  company, — 
even  side  by  side  with  the  Author  of  the  immortal  "  Analogy." 
What  was  Dr.  Taylor's  main  proposition  respecting  the  pre- 
vention of  sin  ?  It  may  be  that  God  could  not  wisely,  benevo- 
lently prevent  the  sin  which  He  actually  has  not  prevented. 
This,  all  agree,  is  a  safe  and  harmless  doctrine.  *^That  God 
coidd  not" — that  is,  it  was  not  within  the  power  of  God  thus 
to  do.  Why  not  ?  A  frequent  answer  was,  because  sin  was 
the  necessary  means  of  the  greatest  good.  This  dogma,  said 
Dr.  Taylor,  not  only  limits  the  divine  power ;  it  afSxes  dis- 
honor to  his  other  attributes  of  wisdom  and  benevolence.  The 
question  of  the  skeptic— of  Epicurus  and  of  Hume — returns : 
Why  not  have  prevented  sin  ?  Dr.  Taylor  did  not  say  that 
perhaps  God  '*  could  "  not ;  as  if  He  needed,  or  could  be  con- 
ceived to  have,  more  power  than  omnipotence;  but  He  could 
not  wisely  ;  that  is,  without  such  interpositions  as  would  result 
in  more  harm  than  they  prevent.  But  what  harm,  it  is  further 
inquired,  can  be  conceived  to  attend  such  exertions  of  divine 
power  ?  In  reply  to  this  question,  Dr.  Taylor  gave  the  more 
specific  response  that  such  a  supposed  interposition,  altering  as 
it  would  the  existing  system  of  influence,  might  occasion  sin 
elsewhere,  or  might  involve  the  maiming  or  destruction  of  the 
powers  of  free-agency.  Thus  the  exclusion  of  sin,  its  exclusion 
at  least  from  the  best  system — the  system  now  established — 
may  not  be  an  object  of  power;  it  may  be  impossible,  as  being 
incompatible  with  the  conditions  of  such  a  system.  The  head 
and  front  of  Dr.  Taylor's  offending  had  this  extent,  no  more. 
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He  gave  an  explication  of  an  admitted  principle.  In  insisting, 
as  he  did,  in  passages  qnoted  by  the  Eeviewer,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  prove  a  priori  that  any  free  agent  can  be  prevented 
from  sinning,  he  was  maintaining  a  premise  on  which  his  reci- 
tation of  the  skeptic  must  rest.  He  was  merely  guarding  the 
approaches  to  the  citadel.  If  the  will  can  be  swayed  by  dint 
qfpoioer  merely;  if  this  be  the  proper  conception  of  the  will 
and  of  the  nature  of  divine  influence  upon  it,  Dr.  Taylor  saw 
clearly  enough  that  he  had  no  ground  to  rest  upon  in  meeting 
the  infidel  objection.  The  question  of  the  prevention  of  sin, 
under  that  view,  is  an  easy  problem  in  mechanics.  There  is  a 
finite  quantity  of  power  opposed  to  an  infinite  quantity  of 
power ;  and,  according  to  the  doctrine  offerees,  the  finite  power 
must  always  give  way.  Dr.  Taylor  insisted  on  the  proposition 
that  "  a  being  who  can  sin,  may  sin  " — so  far  as  a  priori  evi- 
dence is  concerned — with  the  end  in  view  that  we  have  des- 
cribed. His  aim  was  not,  as  a  hasty  reader  might  suppose,  to 
disparage  the  possible  reach  of  divine  influence,  or  to  glorify 
man,  but  rather  to  lay  a  foundation  in  what  he  deemed  a  right 
conception  of  free-agency,  for  his  defense  of  the  proposition 
that  possibly  God  could  not  wisely  or  benevolently  prevent  the 
sin  which  He  has  actually  permitted  to  exist.  Dr.  Taylor  can 
not  be  fairly  judged  unless  one  takes  into  view  the  whole  scope 
of  his  reasoning.* 

It  is  true  that  Dr.  Taylor  was  a  life-long  opponent  of  the  Prince- 
ton theology.  Gratuitous  condemnation  for  Adam's  sin ;  con- 
genital sin  inflicted  upon  the  sinless  by  a  judicial  decree  prior  to 

*"  It  has  been  stated  before  that  Dr.  Taylor  deemed  his  general  view  on  this 
subject  necessary  to  the  ▼indication  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Gk>epel  inyitatdoos. 
An  aneedote  here  may  not  be  out  of  place.  A  friend  of  Dr.  Taylor — we  wiU  call 
him  Dr.  A.— in  the  early  days  of  the  New  Haven  controTersy,  thought  it  quite 
sufficient  to  say  that  in  itself  considered  Ood  desires  the  repentance  of  the  non- 
elect  sinner,  but  all  things  considered  He  does  not  This,  he  said,  was  basis 
enough  for  the  entreaty  addressed  to  sinners  in  the  Gospel  One  Saturday  eve- 
ning, being  in  Kew  Haven,  he  called  on  Dr.  Taylor.  After  conversing  a  little,  Dr. 
Taylor  said:  '*  Dr.  A«,  in  itBelf  eomidered,  I  desire  you  to  spend  the  evening  with 
me ;  but  as  I  have  a  sermon  to  write,  I  desire,  all  things  eontidered,  that  you 
should  not ;  btU  I  entreat  you  to  etay"  Dr.  A.  laughed,  and  retired,  and  after- 
wards said  no  more  of  his  favorite  formula. 
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their  existence;  sin  meriting  damnation,  before  the  least  con- 
sciousness of  a  rule  of  right ;  absolute  natural  impotency  of  the 
soul  to  throw  off  the  bondage  to  evil  thus  engendered  in  it ; 
literal  endurance  of  the  legal  penalty  by  Christ,  but  only  for  a 
part  of  mankind,  selected  by  mere  will,  without  reference  to  re- 
sults in  the  general  good ;  right  of  this  fraction  to  claim  salva- 
tion as  a  matter  of  strict  justice,  their  punishment  having  been 
endured ;  conversion  of  this  fraction  by  dint  of  creative  omnip- 
otence acting  irresistibly  within  their  souls ;  perdition  of  all  the 
rest,  judicially  inflicted  for  a  sin  done  before  they  were  created, 
for  propagated  sin  which  they  could  not  prevent,  and  for  not 
believing  in  an  atonement  never  provided  for  them,  and  when 
all  power  of  thus  believing  had  been  extirpated  from  their  souls, 
through  the  necessary  effect  of  an  ancestor's  transgression ; — 
this  system,  'Dr.  Taylor  thought,  in  its  logical  implications, 
blots  out  human  probation  and  with  it  the  moral  government 
of  God.  He  did  not  think  that  it  comes  up  to  the  inspired 
definition  of  the  Gospel, — **  Good  news  of  great  joy  unto  all 
people." 

It  has  been  no  part  of  our  design  to  advocate  Dr.  Taylor's 
opinions  in  speculative  theology.  Let  them  be  judged  accord- 
ing to  their  merits.  The  injustice  of  branding  his  system  as 
Pelagian,  is  the  point  on  which  we  insist.  When  the  Socinian 
controversy  broke  out  in  New  England,  Dr.' Taylor  set  himself 
earnestly  against  the  views  of  character  which  were  brought 
forward  by  the  Unitarian  leaders.  These  views  were  essen- 
tially Pelagian.  In  opposition  to  their  theory,  he  was  led  to 
give  great  prominence  to  the  doctrine  of  the  simplicity  or 
unity  of  character,  and  of  total  depravity,  involving  the  need 
of  regeneration.  Here,  he  rightly  judged,  was  the  real  turning- 
point  of  the  controversy.  Hence  he  spared  no  effort  to  show 
that  natnral  traits  and  the  virtues  of  unrenewed  men  do  not  in- 
volve holiness,  and  that  moral  quality  strictly  pertains  to  the 
underlying  principle,  either  love  to  God  or  the  opposite.  His 
conviction  of  the  need  and  the  reality  of  the  Spirit's  influence 
has  been  already  evinced.  Let  the  reader  mark  the  annexed 
passage,  which  accidentally  meets  our  eye  in  turning  over  the 
pages  of  his  "  Eevealed  Theology  :  " 
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**In  Regeneration,  the  sinner,  in  view  of  troth  and  through  the  inflneoceot 
the  Holy  Spirit,  does  his  duty.  Through  grace,  the  sinner,  as  a  free,  Yolantary, 
accountable  subject  of  God,  obeys  him. »  This  is  the  great  change,  the  glorious 
transformation  of  moral  beings  in  moral  character.  ....  This  is  that  new 
creation,  compared  with  which  '  the  former  shall  not  be  remembered,  nor  come 
into  mind.'  If  any  should  be  curious  to  inquire  how  can  these  things  be,  or 
what  is  the  preeUe  mode  of  the  Spirit's  operation  beyond  what  is  inyolred  in 
the  facts  now  stated,  I  answer,  no  man  knows,  no  man  can  tell  what  it  is.  To 
any  one  who  says  it  must  be  this  or  that  particular  mode  and  can  be  no  other,  I 
should  say,  '  there  are  more  things  in  Heaven  and  earth  than*  your  philosophy 
has  dreamed  or.'  He  who  knew  how  to  create  a  mind,  may  know  many  ways  in 
which  he  can  in6uence  mind,— ways  in  which  he  can  secure  mental  action  in  per- 
fect accordance  with  ila  nature  ae  mental  action.  By  that  influence  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  which  we  call  Inepiration,  He  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  sacred 
writers  and  first  preachers  of  Christianity,  intellectual  acts— thoughts,  acts  of 
memory  and  of  reasoning,  views  of  truth,  which  otherwise  could  not  have  ex- 
isted in  their  minds.  Still  these  were  as  truly  their  own  mental  acts  as  any 
other.  Thet  thought,  thet  remembered,  thet  reasoned.  So  in  Regeneration, 
God  can  produce  moral  acts  or  exercises  in  the  mind,  which  otherwise  would  not 
exist,  and  which  shall  be  as  truly  moral  acts,  and  the  acts  and  exercises  of  the 
sinner's  own  powers  and  his  own  acts,  as  were  they  to  take  place  without  divine 
influence.  Without  creating  new  powers,  God  can  bring  the  sinner  to  use  aright 
those  he  already  possesses.  He  can  bring  the  sinner  to  love  him  and  to  repent  of 
sin,  and  yet  the  sinner  do  all  the  loving  and  all  the  repenting.  The  reality  of 
this  divine  influence  is  known  by  the  remits,  not  by  the  mode  of  their  produc- 
tion. '  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof 
but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh  nor  whither  it  goeth.  So  is  every  one  that 
is  bom  of  the  spirit'  The  omniscient  God  knows  how  to  produce,  and  does  pro- 
duce, by  His  word  and  hj  His  Spirit,  right  moral  acts  or  exercises  in  the  mind, 
in  a  way  perfectly  consistent  with  their  nature.  This  is  enough  for  us  to 
know."* 

Is  this  the  way  in  which  Pelagians  write?  Had  Pelagias 
written  this  passage,  could  any  ancient  synod  have  been  per- 
suaded to  condemn  him  ?  They  understand  Church  History 
well  enough  at  Princeton  to  know  that  had  Pelagius  or  Cob- 
lestius  or  Julian  written  the  paragraphs  relative  to  moral  in- 
ability, and  the  need  of  the  Spirit,  which  we  have  quoted  on 
these  pages  from  Dr.  Taylor,  no  respectable  council  in  the  an- 
cient Church  would  ever  have  declared  against  either  of  them. 
It  is  high  time,  then,  to  abandon  this  loose  and  indiscriminate 
style  of  denunciation.  That  Dr.  Taylor  believed  some  things 
that  Pelagius  believed,  does  not  make  him  a  Pelagian  more 
than  the  adoption  by  our  Reviewer  of  some  of  the  tenets  pro- 

'^  Revealed  Theology,  p.  894 
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fessed  by  Priestley,  renders  him  a  Socinian.  If  every  man  is  a 
Pelagian  who  believes  that  a  sinner  who  accepts  the  Saviour 
has  the  power  to  reject  him — and  to  this  the  reasoning  of  Dr. 
Hodge  and  the  Reviewer  must  come — then  John  Wesley  was  a 
Pelagian,  most  of  the  evangelical  Lutheran  theologians  of  the 
present  day,  men  like  Keander  and  Julius  Miiller,  with  nearly 
ail  of  the  Fathers  before  Augustine,  must  be  counted  in  the 
same  category.  Having  in  mind  English  Calvinism  in  the 
varieties  which  it  has  assumed  for  the  last  two  centuries,  we 
should  call  Dr.  Taylor  a  moderate  Oalvinist.  He  was  as  much 
of  a  Calvinist  as  Doddridge,  or  Baxter,  or  a  score  of  other 
honored  leaders  in  the  Reformed  Church.  No  man  weakens 
his  cause  by  a  fair  treatment  of  adversaries.  In  saying  this 
we  hardly  need  repeat  that  we  exonerate  the  Reviewer  from 
all  intentional  injustice  and  cordially  reciprocate  his  expres- 
sions of  personal  respect. 

Ebratum. — ^Psge  745,  line  6,  for  '*8een/*  read  «*  given." 
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abticlk  vn.— divorce. 

PART  VI.~ATTITUDE  OF  THE  CHURCH  TOWARDS  DIVORCE  LAWS: 
PRINCIPLES  OF  DIVORCE  LEGISLATION. 

In  closing  our  essay  on  the  subject  of  divorce  we  come  to  a 
very  important  field  of  inquiry ;  to  the  relation,  namely,  be- 
tween the  view  of  divorce  taken  by  the  law  of  the  land  and 
that  which  is  taken  by  Christian  morals,  and  to  the  questions, 
what  are  the  obligations  of  the  Christian  Church  as  to  this 
matter,  and  what  are  the  true  principles  of  a  healthy  divorce- 
legislation.  We  shall  touch  on  these  points  in  the  order  named 
with  all  possible  brevity,  and  not  without  the  hope  of  helping 
in  some  slight  degree  as  well  the  cause  of  sound  morality  as 
that  of  sound  legislation. 

H<Marriage,  as  the  starting  point  of  the  family  and  of  the  State, 
as  a  divine  institution  established  both  in  our  nature  and  by 
positive  precept,  and  as  involving  the  welfare  of  mutually  de- 
pendent beings,  has  and  must  have  important  relations  to  re- 
ligion, morality,  and  law.  Beligion  strives  to  throw  a  sanctity 
around  it  both  by  the  ceremonies  with  which  it  is  solemnized, 
and  by  the  guilt  which  is  made  to  attach  to  adaltery.  In 
other  words,  religion  stands  up  in  defense  of  the  morality  of  the 
family  state,  and  this  it  does  in  many  heat  hen  societies,  as  well 
as  under  the  light  of  Christianity.  So  also  law  starts  from  a 
^  feeling  of  the  sanctity  of  marriage ;  it  is  built  on  a  moral  con- 
viction at  its  very  beginning.  There  are  sacred  obligations 
which  are  violated  by  adultery  and  must  be  protected.  The 
question  whether  a  man  can  have  more  than  one  wife  is  deter- 
mined by  the  state  of  moral  feeling  in  the  community.  Divorce 
cannot  in  fact  be  separated  from  the  ends  and  uses  of  marriage 
which  lie  within  the  province  of  morals,  and  adultery  cannot 
and  never  has  been  regarded  as  a  mere  breach  of  contract 
And  so  the  better  the  laws  are,  the  more  they  watch  over  and 
exact  the  fulfillment  of  those  obligations  to  which  marriage 
gives  rise  by  bringing  new  beings  into  the  world. 
T  Marriage  is  sometimes  regarded  as  a  contract,  and  it  is  very 
common  to  draw  false  inferences  from  the  assumption  that  it  is 
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8och.  If  it  be  only  a  contract,  it  is  natural  to  ai^e  that  it 
may  cease  at  the  will  of  the  parties,  as  for  instance  after  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years,  or  on  failure  of  having  children,  or  when 
inclination  for  each  other  has  ceased ;  just  as  other  contracts, 
— those  of  service,  partnership,  or  loan  for  instance — ^take  the 
special  form  imposed  on  them  by  the  contracting  parties.  And 
so,  as  contract  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  the  modes  of  inter- 
course, it  has  been  used  to  explain  and  to  belittle  both  the 
Church  and  the  State.  It  has  entered  into  theology  and  has 
put  a  covenant  made  by  God  with  Adam  into  the  place  of  a 
great  law  of  race  and  a  divine  economy.  The  State  has  been  -j- 
built  on  compact  made  as  if  by  men  who  had  lived  alone  be- 
fore. In  the  case  of  marriage  the  particular  parties  do  indeed 
make  a  contract,  but  it  contemplates  an  entrance  into  a  special 
definite  mode  of  moral  and  social  life  which  the  contract  can- 
not essentially  modity ;  just  as  the  voluntary  nature  of  the 
Church  presupposes  such  an  unalterable  type  of  Church  exist- 
ence as  Christ  and  the  Apostles  laid  down,  and  as  the  State 
in  all  its  free  varying  forms  presupposes  the  recognition  of  jus- 
tice and  the  protection  of  the  individual. 

Marriage  then  is  more  than  a  contract,  and  must  be  re- 
garded by  right  law  to  have  this  nature.  So  the  Komans 
regarded  it.  The  well-known  definition  of  Modestinus,  the 
eminent  scholar  of  Ulpian  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  cen- 
tury, as  well  as  the  similar  one  of  the  Institutes  which 
has  passed  into  canonical  law,  contemplates  the  perpetuity  of 
the  marriage  union  of  one  man  and  one  woman  as  essential  to 
the  nature  of  the  institution.  It  runs  as  follows :  NuptisB  sunt 
conjunctio  maris  et  fosminfis  et  consortium  omnis  vitsa,  divini 
et  human!  juris  communicatio. 

And  from  the  general  principle  contained  in  this  definition 
no  legislation  of  Christain  lauds  for  a  long  time  together  has 
diverged.    It  condemns  polygamy,  it  frowns  on  divorce.    The-^ 

*  Comp.  Inst  Jvatiii,  U9>  §  2.  "  Nuptias  dre  matiiiBoiUQm  est  yiri  et 
mulieris  ooDJuootio,  iodiyidoam  vits  oonsuetudiDem  ooDUneiii."  In  the  decree  of 
QratiAn,  part  2,  Caoa  zxvii,  Qaaest  ii,  o.  8,  we  ha^e  the  definition  **  consensus 
ergo  oohabitandi  et  iodiyiduam  vite  consuetudinem  retinendi  [interveniens  eos 
eonjoges  fecit  Individna  rero  Titad.eonsuetudo  est  talem  se  in  omnibus  ezhibere 
Tiro,  qnalis  ipsa  sibi  est,  et  e  oonverso." 
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union  of  a  marriage  pair  must  at  least  continue  until  a  formal 
act  of  the  State  shall  pronounce  it  ended  by  some  misconduct 
of  one  of  the  pair  towards  the  other. 

But  although  Christian  morality  and  a  State  where  faith  in 
Christ  prevails  will  take  fundamentally  the  same  view  of  mar- 
riage, yet  the  State  may  require  in  certain  minor  points  that 
which  the  Church  forbids,  or  forbid  that  which  the  Church 
either  ordains  or  allows,  or  it  may  at  least  allow  that  which 
the  Church  disapproves.  The  first  procedure  may  be  illus- 
trated by  the  conflict  between  civil  marriage  and  the  sacra- 
mental theory  of  the  Roman  Church.  The  law  of  France,  and 
of  other  lands  which  have  adopted  French  views,  requires  all 
persons  contracting  marriage  to  go  through  a  form  of  civil  con- 
tract before  a  magistrate,  and  then  the  marriage  is  legitimum. 
As  for  the  rest,  it  leaves  to  their  own  consciences  whether  they 
shall  apply  to  the  priest,  the  minister  of  the  sacrament,  for  the 
solemnization  of  their  union,  so  that  it  may  be  ratwm  accord- 
ing to  the  Church  view.  The  Catholic  Church  has  been 
obliged  to  endure  this,  although  it  considers  the  separation  of 
the  civil  contract  and  the  sacrament  to  be  inadmissible,  since 
the  contracting  parties  are  the  administrators  of  the  sacra- 
ment. And  with  this  feeling  the  Concordat  between  the  Pope 
and  Austria,  made  a  few  years  since,  did  away,  we  believe, 
with  the  civil  contract,  which  within  this  present  year  the 
force  of  public  opinion  has  restored  to  its  former  place  in  the 
laws.*  So  also  a  state  may  prevent  marriages  which  are  valid 
according  to  Church  law  from  having  validity  by  civil  law,  as 
must  happen  if  it  admit  into  its  legislation  a  greater  number 
of  cases  of  nullity  than  the  ecclesiastical  law  recognizes. 

But  these  cases  of  conflict  between  State  and  Church  law 
are  of  minor  importance,  especially  in  Protestant  countries; 
the  most  common  attitude  of  the  State,  outside  of  the  thor- 
oughly Catholic  lands,  is  to  sanction  by  its  legislation  that 
which  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament  and  the  general  sen- 
timent of  Christian  Churches  condemns.  Here  there  is  prop- 
erly no  conflict.  The  State  says  to  the  Church  in  regard  to 
marriage  and  divorce  you  must  take  your  own  course  and  pro- 

*  Comp.  Riohter  Kirchener.      6tii  ed.,  g  S68. 
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vide  for  the  purity  of  life  and  discipline  by  your  own  measures.' 
The  State  is  not  bound  to  extend  its  legislation  over  all  the  de- 
partments of  morality,  still  less  is  it  required  to  protect  religion 
by  punitive  statutes.  We  do  not,  in  societies  which  have  ad- 
vanced far  beyond  the  simplicity  of  the  family  state,  generally 
punish  lying  or  drunkenness,  or  filthy  words  or  sabbath-break- 
ing, or  other  outward  offences  which  a  Church  may  fairly 
notice  by  its  discipline.  Why  is  it  obligatory  on  the  State  in 
the  case  of  marriage  and  divorce  to  follow  the  strict  rule  laid 
down  in  the  New  Testament?  Were  the  State  to  require 
what  Christian  doctrine  forbids,  or  forbid  what  the  Church  re- 
quires, it  would  be  tyrannical,  it  would  be  at  war  with  a 
power  co-ordinate  with  itself,  in  the  end  it  would  perish ;  but 
when  it  simply  allows  married  persons  to  separate  from  one 
another  for  causes  not  recognized  by  Christ,  it  lays  no  burthen 
on  tender  consciences,  it  comes  into  no  conflict  with  religion, 
it  leaves  the  remedy  against  the  evils  of  an  imperfectly  moral 
code  in  the  hands  of  the  Church,  which  is  the  main  support  of 
morality  in  Christain  lands. 

We  admit  the  justice  of  the  position  that  the  State  is  not 
bound  to  forbid  many  things  which  the  individual  may  do  in 
his  outward  actions  which  are  sins  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
even  injurious^  on  the  whole,  to  society.  There  is  a  difference 
between  doing  this  and  legalizing  what  is  considered  by 
Christian  people  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. All  that  they  ask  is,  that,  in  the  matter  of  divorce,  the 
State  should  abstain  from  action  ;  that  it  should  enact  no  laws 
making  immoral  separations  legal,  and  thus  giving  a  bounty  to 
immorality.  When  the  State  imposes  no  penalty  on  drunken- 
.ness,  or  lying  and  sabbath-breaking,  its  attitude  is  simply 
negative.  And  here  it  does  not  cut  off  a  remedy,  if,  by  either 
of  these  sins,  a  man  inflicts  an  injury  on  others,  as  through 
violent  assault,  or  slander,  or  disturbance  of  the  public  peace. 
But  when  it  grants  a  divorce  for  a  year's  desertion,  for 
instance,  or  for  misconduct  destroying  the  happiness  of  the 
marriage  relation,  its  action  is  positive.  It  removes  from  the 
obligations  of  the  marriage  relation  persons  who  otherwise 
would  be  under  them  ;  it  grants  the  power  of  marrying  again 
to  persons  who  otherwise  would  have  no  such   power.    Its 
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action,  theretbre,  is  not  at  all  like  its  inaction  in  cases  of 
individual  immorality. 

And  there  is,  moreover,  a  difference  between  the  effects  of 
the  two.  When  sabbath-breaking  is  not  pnnished  by  civil 
law  no  one  would  infer  tliat  the  State  thought  it  right,  but 
when  divorce  is  allowed  for  causes  confessedly  not  santioned 
by  the  New  Testament,  the  State  steps  forward  as  a  teacher  of 
an  opposite  morality  from  that  of  the  New  Testament.  Owing 
to  the  manifold  relations  of  marriage,  as  well  to  the  civil  con- 
dition as  to  morality  and  to  religion,  people  will  be  very  apt 
to  feel  that  divorce  is  perfectly  right,  and  the  influence  of  bad 
doctrine  thus  taught  by  the  State  will  run  over  within  the  pale 
of  the  church,  to  divorce  it  from  Christ's  law,  to  trouble  it 
with  many  perplexing  questions,  to  injure  its  discipline  and  its 
purity.  This  must  be  true  in  Catholic  lands,  if  the  law  of  the 
church  and  the  law  of  State  are  at  variance ;  how  much  more 
must  it  be  so  in  Protestant  or  mixed  countries,  where  there  is 
no  such  distinct  and  sweeping  law  of  church  action  as  the 
Catholic  doctrine  of  the  sacramental  quality  of  marriage. 

The  law  of  the  State,  as  it  seems  to  us,  can  take  only  one  of 
two  positions  in  regard  to  marriage :  either  it  must  teach  that 
it  is  neither  bound  nor  inclined  to  support  Christian  law,  or 
that  there  is  such  an  inveterate  leaning  towards  divorce  that 
the  evils  from  a  stricter  law  would  be  greater  than  those  which 
attend  the  present  loose  one.  That  this  is  a  good  ground  for 
imperfect  legislation,  we  admit ;  but  what  a  confession  of  im- 
potence and  of  a  corrupt  civilization  to  be  obliged  to  go  back 
to  the  customs  of  a  half  barbarous  society  like  that  of  the 
Jews  under  Moses,  and  to  own  that  the  ennobling  conceptions 
of  Christ,  which  must  influence  law  if  they  are  generally, 
entertained,  have  even  as  yet  no  practical  sway.  Moreover, 
what  if  it  sliould  turn  out  that  the  laws  themselves,  by  their 
own  bad  qualities,  have  multiplied  divorces  and  corrupted 
opinion,  ^lew  Tork  and  Connecticut,  contiguous  States,  differ 
vastly  in  their  divorce  legislation.  Is  theie  naturally  any 
greater  '*  hardness  of  hearts  "  on  this  side  of  Byrani  river  to 
account  for  this  difierence,  or  is  it  due  to  the  unwariness  and 
unskillfulness  of  legislators  2 

But  whatever  be  the  attitude  of  the  State,  the  Church  must 
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stand  upon  the  principles  of  the  New  Testament  as  she  ex- 
pounds them,  and  apply  them  to  all  who  are  within  her  reach. 
The  minister,  if  his  celebration  of  marriage  be  not  a  farce,  can 
no  more  join  in  marriage  two  persons  who,  in  his  view,  have 
no  right  to  form  sach  a  nnion,  than  he  can  aid  any  other  im- 
moral proceeding.  Suppose  the  persons  intending  such  a 
union  to  be  a  woman  put  away  for  other  cause  than  that  of 
adultery,  and  a  man,  whoever  he  be,  to  whom  our  Saviour's 
words  would  have  application — *'  that  lie  who  marrieth  her 
who  is  put  away  committeth  adultery."  How  can  the  fact 
that  such  a  union  is  legal  In  the  least  degree  justify  a  minister 
of  Christ  in  giving  a  religious  sanction  to  an  act  which  he 
believes  to  be  an  adulterous  one  ?  Ought  he  not  to  say,  in 
solemnizing  such  a  union,  ^^  whom  God  hath  not  joined  ^ 
together  let  not  man  put  asunder."  Or  can  the  minister  take 
the  ground  that  he  is  merely  an  official  person  in  solemnizing 
marriage,  whose  duty  extends  only  to  the  point  of  throwing 
the  influence  of  religion  around  the  commencement  of  a  most 
important  relation  ;  while  the  question  whether  the  two  per- 
sons who  ask  for  his  blessing  upon  their  nuptials  have  the 
responsibility  of  deciding  whether  their  union  is  legal  and 
Christian.  But  if  he  carried  out  this  principle  he  would  be 
an  official  person,  and  nothing  more,  in  celebrating^  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  thus  any  one  who  wished  ought  to  have  free 
admission  to  the  Lord's  table.  There  could  then  be  no  discip- 
line, because,  even  in  the  case  of  gross  offenders,  it  must  needs 
be  left  to  themselves  whether  they  have  repented  or  not.  In 
the  case  of  celebrating  marriage,  the  minister's  duty  is  com- 
paratively easy.  A  specific  act  is  requested  of  him  by  persons 
whose  past  life  is  generally  notorious,  whose  former  relations 
are  matter  of  common  fame,  if  there  be  anything  scandalous 
about  them.  The  question  what  they  think  right  is  of  minor 
importance  for  him.  He  might  as  well  indorse  a  forged  note 
on  the  ground  that  it  must  be  left  to  the  conscience  of  the 
forger  to  decide  upon  the  morality  of  his  act,  as  to  help  two 
persons  to  enter  into  a  union  which  he  regards  as  adulterous, 
on  the  same  ground.  In  the  case  of  giving  access  to  all  to  the 
Lord's  table,  the  principle  in  question  would  be  more  justifl* 
able,  because  in  the  strictest  churches  much  must  be  left  to 
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individual  consciences  jnst  at  that  point.     Bat  it  is  a  fake 
^  principle  in  all  ministerial  acts,  and  would,  if  allowed,  destroy 
the  purity,  if  not  the  life,  of  the  Christian  Church. 

The  duty  of  the  minister,  in  the  case. supposed,  seems  to  be 
clear.  There  is  another  and  a  more  important  point  to  be 
considered  in  reference  to  the  duty  of  the  Christian  Church  in 
the  treatment  of  those  of  its  members,  who,  under  the  law  of 
the  State,  contract  or  dissolve  marriages  against  the  law  of 
Christ.  This,  we  say,  is  the  most  important  question,  and  it 
is  so  for  two  reasons.  The  first  is,  that  in  all  countries  where 
a  civil  marriage  is  required,  or  where — as  in  many  parts  of 
this  country — a  marriage,  performed  by  some  civil  authority, 
has  the  same  validity  as  one  celebrated  by  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  the  refusal  of  the  minister  to  act  in  a  certain  case  has 
no  great  bearing,  since  the  civil  authorities  can  take  his  place. 
The  minister  i^tisfies  his  own  conscience ;  perhaps  he  awakens 
discussion  in  his  parish,  and  that  is  all.  But  a  loose,  un- 
christian habit  of  the  Christian  Church,  or  of  Christian 
Churches  in  a  community,  in  reference  to  marriage  and 
divorce,  sets  up  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  recognition 
and  observance  of  Christ's  law  of  marriage.  It  excuses  bad 
4  civil  legistation  ;  it  inculcates  bad  principles  on  the  members 
of  the  Church ;  it  fails  to  teach  what  it  ought  to  teach,  what 
principles  of  discipline  were  designed  to  teach.  Practically  it 
supports  the  State  in  its  attitude  of  disregard  to  Christian  law. 
It  thus  tends  to  break  up  the  spirit  of  discipline,  to  put  to 
silence  the  voice  of  the  Church  in  favor  of  holiness,  and  to 
take  away  its  power  of  standing  up  in  the  world  as  the  main 
support  of  Christian  morals. 

The  other  reason  for  the  importance  of  this  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  duty  of  the  Church,  as  it  respects  divorce,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  occasional  difficulty  of  the  questions  which  may  present 
y  themselves.  Or,  in  other  words,  until  State  law  comes  nearer 
^  to  Christ's  law,  and  until  the  churches  cease  to  regard  the 
State  law  of  divorce  as  their  standard  of  morality,  multitudes 
of  persons  will  be  entrapped  into  forming  unions  which  Christ 
forbids.  These  cases,  and  especially  certain  hard  cases,  where 
the  unchristian  marriage  was  long  since  consummated,  may 
cause  extreme  perplexity  to  such  as  desire  to  obey  Christ,  and 
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at  the  same  time  are  aware  how  harsh  and  grinding  invariable 
rales  of  discipline  must  be,  especially  in  a  period  of  transition 
from  a  loose  neglect  to  a  healthy  observance  of  Christian 
rules. 

We  say  "  a  period  of  transition,"  implying  thus  that  at  present 
in  this  country  Christian  discipline  in  the  matter  of  divorce  by 
no  means  attempts  to  execute  the  law  of  the  Gospel.  Is  not  this 
so  ?  Has  not  the  looseness  in  the  matter  of  divorce  passed 
over  from  the  State  to  the  Church  ?  As  the  one  holds  that  its 
only  concern  in  questions  of  divorce  is  the  maintenance  of 
individual  rights  with  a  certain  supervision  of  the  welfare  of 
society,  does  not  the  other,  to  a  great  extent,  refer  such  ques- 
tions to  the  consciences  of  the  parties  who  have  by  divorce,  or 
by  marrying  divorced  persons,  sinned  against  Christ's  law? 
So  far  as  we  can  learn,  all  Protestant  churches  in  this  country 
are  loose  and  negligent  in  such  cases.  There  are  none,  indeed, 
that  would  not  exclude  adulterers  from  the  communion,  even 
though  the  State  rarely  attempts  to  inflicts  its  slight  penalties 
for  this  crime.  But  there  are  few  cases,  we  apprehend,  where 
persons  legally  married  receive  church  censures,  however  un- 
christian their  relation  may  be,  whether  judged  by  Christ's 
law,  or  by  Paul's  rule,  as  generally  interpreted.  This  slack- 
ness of  discipline  may  have  arisen  from  the  extreme  rarity  of 
such  cases  among  the  members  of  the  Church :  for  a  long  time 
there  was  no  especial  reason  for  deciding  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  commands  given  by  Christ  or  by  his  apostles,  since 
cases  of  divorce  within  the  Church,  if  known  at  all,  were  for 
adultery  and  desertion  alone.  Even  after  the  State  abandoned 
the  Christian  position  usually  taken  by  Protestants,  the  prac- 
tice of  divorce  was  confined  to  the  more  unprincipled  classes 
of  society.  Tlie  Church  was  thus  taken  unawares,  and  its  lay 
members,  naturally  thinking  that  divorce  is  a  matter  of  State 
legislation,  overlooking  the  religious  side  of  marriage  and  the 
precepts  of  the  New  Testament,  and  regarding  it  in  the  light  of 
a  civil  contract,  were  prepared  for  any  slackness  of  discipline 
which  was  not  intolerable.  The  ministers,  we  judge,  are  more 
enlightened  than  the  laity,  and  a  reform  in  discipline  may  be 
more  difficult  in  those  forms  of  Protestantism  where  "the 
power  of  the  keys "  is  entrusted  to  the  congregation  than  in 
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those  where  the  eldership  and  the  minister,  or  the  latter  alone, 
exercise  this  authority,  according  to  a  general  law  of  the  par- 
ticular denomination.  Within  a  brief  period,  several  cases 
have  come  to  our  knowledge  where  ministers  in  Congrega- 
tional churches  refused  to  sanction  marriages  of  divorced  per- 
sons, and  several  others  where  the  church  sustained  the  looser 

^'  view  of  divorce  contained  in  State  law  against  the  opinion  of  the 
minister  who,  in  one  instance,  resigned  his  place  on  account  of 
the  collision.  In  another  case,  an  association  of  ministers 
refused  to  recommend  one  of  their  number  to  another  body, 
because,  in  their  opinion,  he  had  put  away  his  wife  unlawfully. 
As  the  Congregational  churches  have  always  been  compara- 
tively strict  in  sustaining  the  discipline  of  the  New  Testament, 
it  is  likely  that  they  will  be,  many  of  them,  the  foremost  to 
restore  it  in  case  of  divorce,  while  others  of  them  will  be  the 
last  to  abandon  a  habit  of  slackness  which  the  New  Testament 
condemns. 

Our  impression  then  is,  that  Christian  churches  in  this  coun- 
try do  not  stand  where  they  ought ;  that  the  cause  of  this,  in 
part  at  least,  is  the  insensible  influence  of  bad  State  law ;  that 
the  ministers,  as  a  body,  are  aware  of  the  evil  affecting  and 
threatening  the  purity  and  gospel  order  of  their  churches,  but 

^  that  many  of  the  laity  within  the  Church  overlook  the  law  of 
Christ  entirely.  It  is  cheering  and  a  source  of  hope  for  the 
future  welfare  of  society  to  observe  that  great  bodies  of  Chris- 
tians are  moving  for  reform  and  for  return  to  the  old  usage  in 
respect  to  the  discipline  of  divorce.  We  have  had  occasion  to 
know  that  for  some  time  many  of  the  ministers  of  the  Congre- 
gational churches  in  Connecticut  have  had  their  thoughts 
turned  in  this  direction.  The  Episcopal  Convention  of  Con- 
necticut held  at  Middletown,  in  June  of  the  present  year,  con- 
sidered the  same  subject  and  expressed  their  sense  of  the  evil 
of  existing  State  legislation  in  decided  resolutions.  The 
"V  Methodist  Church,  North,  also,  at  their  late  triennial  meet- 
ing in  Chicago,  embraced  divorce  within  the  topics  of  dis- 
cussion ;  and  although  no  general  law  of  that  Church,  as  far 
as  we  can  learn,  was  passed,  the  attention  given  to  this  point 
is  a  favorable  sign.  We  understand  also  that  the  subject  is  to 
be  brought  before  the  triennial  convention  of  the  Protestant 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Divorce.  773 

Episcopal  Church,  which  is  to  meet  in  a  few  days.  Such 
movements  cannot  fail  to  end  in  a  removal  of  a  part  of  the 
evils  into  Which  the  churches  of  the  land  have  fallen  through 
the  influence  of  bad  legislation. 

But  as  long  as  the  Church  follows  the  law  of  Christ,  and  the 
State  makes  another  law  dissolving  marriage  on  slighter 
grounds,  there  will  be  frequent  cases  of  legal  but  unchristian 
divorce  and  marriage.  What  is  the  duty  of  the  church  when 
such  cases  arise  in  which  one  of  the  parties  at  least  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  and  amenable  to  its  discipline. 

First,  we  may  take  the  ground  that  the  parties  in  un- 
christian divorce  and  marriage  have  acted  according  to  their 
own  views  of  duty,  and  ought  to  be  undisturbed.  This  might 
be  a  sound  rule  of  action  if  the  rule  in  the  Scriptures  were  not 
a  clear  one ;  if  the  churches  had  not  formally  reaffirmed  the 
rule  as  their  basis  of  discipline — as  we  suppose  them  to  have 
one — and  if  there  were  no  important  social  reasons  for  giving 
it  all  possible  support.  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that,  when 
the  Apostle  bids  the  Christian  wife,  who  has  for  certain  causes 
departed  from  her  husband,  to  be  reconciled  to  him  or  remain 
unmarried,  he  did  not  take  it  for  granted  that  a  violation  of  ^ 
this  command  would  be  visited  with  church  censures.  It  is 
still  less  conceivable  that  when  Christ  calls  putting  away  a 
wife  for  any  cause  short  of  her  fornication  by  the  name  of 
adultery,  he  did  not  intend  that  it  should  be  treated  as  such 
by  his  church,  at  least,  if  not  by  the  State.  For  these  are 
tangible  open  acts,  not  like  states  of  mind  capable  of  two 
interpretations,  but  ascertainable  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  evi- 
dence. Moreover,  the  individuals  concerned,  after  the  church 
or  churches  shall  have  taken  a  position,  can  no  longer  plead 
ignorance  or  the  excuse  of  legality.  Add  to  this  that  there  is 
no  barrier  against  bad  law,  no  adequate  protection  of  society 
within  the  sphere  of  those  relations  with  which  both  Church 
and  State  have  to  do,  unless  the  Church  not  only  gives  its 
advice  in  the  way  of  a  general  rule,  but  makes  use  also  of  the 
single  weapon  of  self-defense  and  of  terror  to  evil  doers  that  is 
within  its  rea^h — exclusion  from  its  privileges.  Let  the  law  , 
not  forbid  polygamy,  and  let  a  man  with  four  or  with  many 
wives  seek  to  enter  the  Christian  church.     Is  not  the  benefit 
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to  society  of  a  protest  against  polygamy,  and  of  a  refasal  to 
admit  a  polygamist  into  or  to  continue  him  in  the  chnrch  so 
great,  that  there  conid  be  no  doubt  how  the  chnrch  oaght  to 
act  in  a  case  like  this  2  Ought  a  change  of  the  law  which 
forbids  more  than  one  wife  to  make  Christians  feel  that  disci- 
pline should  be  slackened  in  such  cases,  or  oug^ht  not  this 
change  to  be  a  reason  rather  for  enforcing  discipline  % 

We  conceive,  then,  that  no  believer  in  the  gospel  and  in  the 
duty  of  retaining  purity  among  believers,  not  even  a  Quaker, 
who  limits  discipline  to  its  lowest  terms,  can  dissent  from  our 
position,  that  in  cases  of  marriage   and   divorce  where  the 

'.Christian  law  is  violated,  the  church  ought  to  interfere, — to 
-J^tprevent   by  its  authority,  and  to  censure  by  that  essential 

)  power  of  excluding  unworthy  members,  which  belongs  to  all 

I  societies,  even  of  the  most  voluntary  character.  The  Catholic 
Church  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  the  ground  it  has  taken  in  this 
matter.  Its  law  of  divorce  may  have  gone  beyond  that  of  the 
gospel.  Its  system  of  prohibited  degrees  is  an  addition  to 
.  Christian  morality,  as  is  confessed  by  the  frequency  of  dispen- 
sations ;  but  assuredly  it  is  not  wrong  in  refusing  to  make  the 
law  of  the  State  its  basis  of  action  concerning  divorce  rather 
than  the  law  of  Christ,  nor  in  feeling  itself  called,  whatever  be 
the  law  of  the  State,  to  educate  the  people  and  protect  its  own 
principles  by  ecclesiastical  censures. 

But  secondly,  while  recent  cases  of  divorce  or  of  marriage 

.  with  a  person  unlawfully  divorced  may  be  of  easy  handling, 
when  once  the  rules  of  the  chnrch  are  distinctly  laid  down, 
there  still  remains  a  class  of  cases  which  call  for  a  separate 
consideration.  We  refer  to  cases  where  the  offense  against 
the  Christian  rule  of  marriage  occurred  long  since,  w^here  the 
parties  in  their  irreligiousness  only  aimed  to  keep  within  the 
law  of  the  State,  and  have  for  years  reputably  sustriined  the  rela- 
tions of  man  and  wife,  but  now,  having  at  last  felt  the  influ- 
ence of  the  gospel,  are  seeking  to  become  members  of  some 
church  of  Christ.  If  they  had  lived  in  concubinage,  the  ease 
would  present  no  difficulty,  for  solemn  marriage  would  repair 
the  fault,  they  might  repent  and  do  honor  to  the  sacred  laws 
of  morality  by  turning  their  condition  into  one  allowed  by 
God  and  by  Caesar  both.     But  in  the  case  supposed,  where  the 
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sin  of  the  individaals  concerned  was  one  of  thoughtlessness  at 
first,  where  the  existing  relation  is  not  only  permitted  but  the 
severance  of  it  is  forbidden  by  civil  laws,  what  position  shall 
the  Church  take?  Shall  it  take  the  position  of  the  Catholic 
Chnrch  and  require  the  entire  discontinuance  of  their  union, 
at  least  until  the  death  of  a  previous  husband  and  wife,  or  the 
similar  position  of  the  extreme  abolitionist,  who,  because 
slavery  originates  in  wrong,  would  require  all  slaveholders, 
under  all  circumstances,  to  make  their  slaves  free  or  be  cast 
out  of  the  Church  ?  Shall  it — we  say — take  this  rigorous  view 
of  practical  morality,  or  shall  it  say  that  cases  may  arise  where, 
by  a  sort  of  equity,  the  ordinary  rule  ought  to  be  set  aside,  or 
where  there  is  a  sort  of  prescription  against  the  original  and 
in  favor  of  the  existing  condition.  We  confess  ourselves  to  be 
of  this  latter  opinion,  and  to  hold  that  the  positive  precept  of 
marriage,  like  some  other  positive  precepts,  must  bend  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  The  peculiarities  in  such  extreme 
cases,  where  the  marriage  relation  is  concerned,  are  due  in 
part  to  the  fact  that  marriage  has  a  civil  as  well  as  a  religious 
side ;  that  the  State  may  even  forbid  the  separation  of  persons 
who  ought  never  to  have  been  nqited  in  marriage  at  the  out- 
set ;  and  in  part  to  the  fact  that  marriage  itself  brings  the 
parties  to  it  into  a  unique  relation,  a  relation  exclusive,  most 
intimate,  and  often  involving  the  highest  interests  of  children. 
We  take  in  fact  the  same  ground  which  the  Catholic  Church 
takes  in  regard  to  prohibited  degrees  of  consanguinity  or 
affinity.  The  general  rule  is  valuable,  but  there  may  be  rea- 
sons for  dispensation.  As  for  prohibited  degrees,  the  dispen- 
sation comes  before  the  marriage,  but  there  can  be  no  permis- 
sion beforehand,  no  consent  of  the  church  to  such  marriages  as 
we  now  have  in  view.  It  comes  afterward,  when,  like  heathen, 
the  married  pair  forsake  a  life  of  ungodliness  and  seek  the  pri  vi-  > 
leges  of  Christians.  But  the  case  differs  from  some  which 
may  present  themselves  when  heathen  seek  admission  into  the 
society  of  Christ.  A  man  must  leave  all  his  wives  except  the 
first,  or,  at  least,  except  one,  both  because  polygamy  is  directly 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  because  it  would  / 
almost  ruin  a  newly  founded  church  to  allow  part  of  its  mem- 
bers to  have  many  wives  while  others  have  but  one.     In  the 
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case,  however,  which  we  have  supposed  the  conple  continue 
with  a  Christian  spirit  a  nnion  which  began  without  it,  they 
honor  the  holiness  of  the  church  by  repentance,  and  a  restitu- 
tio ad  integrum  is  impossible. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  a  very  plain  course  for  par- 
ties thus  married  against  the  strictness  of  Christian  law  to 
take.  Let  them  separate  and  lead  a  life  of  continence  apart. 
This  would  be  the  Catholic  way  of  cutting  the  knot.  But 
here  there  are  two  obvious  difficulties,  the  disaster  to  children 
from  breaking  up  the  family  state,  and  the  perils  of  an  en- 
forced celibacy.  A  better  way,  in  our  judgment,  where  such 
peculiar  cases  arise  is  to  consent  to  the  state  de  facto.  It  may 
be  right  even  for  the  usurper  to  continue  his  sway  against  all 
justice  in  a  certain  condition  of  a  people,  when  his  power  has 
stood  the  test  of  years,  and  all  the  relations  of  society  have 
conformed  themselves  to  the  altered  state  of  things.  The  same 
holds  good  in  the  case  which  we  have  been  considering.  Let 
the  church,  while  it  cannot  be  a  party  to  any  violation  of 
Christ's  law,  accept  an  old  condition  of  things  within  certain 
limits  without  seeking  to  tear  up  or  overthrow. 

As  long  as  the  State  legislates  on  one  set  of  principles  and 
the  Church  on  another,  there  must  be  a  conflict  between  the 
V-  two  powers,  or  else  the  Church  must  succumb,  for  the  State 
has  the  outward  positive  relations  of  life  under  its  control. 
But  the  two  powers  may  be  brought  near  to  one  another,  so 
as  not  to  come  into  frequent  conflict  at  least,  by  the  efforts  of 
the  church,  to  teach  the  true  doctrine  concerning  marriage  and 
divorce,  and  by  its  healthy  discipline  over  its  members.  There 
will  then  remain  those  pariahs  of  society  who  lie  outside  of 
all  Christian  influences  and  care  nothing  for  the  sanctity  of 
marriage,  and  those  civilized,  refined  heathens  who  look  on 
/-  marriage  as  a  mere  contract,  or  as  a  respectable  kind  of  con- 
cubinage. Even  now  divorce  and  marriage  with  a  person 
divorced  against  the  rules  of  the  New  Testament  are  princi- 
pally confined  to  these  classes.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of  these 
classes,  then,  and  in  order  to  fulfill  its  office  of  purifying  instead 
of  corrupting  society,  that  the  law  of  divorce  needs  extensive 
reformations  and  improvements.  The  Protestant  churches,  if 
once  awake  to  present  evils  for  which  State  law  and  a  low 
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conception  of  marriage  are  accountable,  can  take  care  of  them- 
selves and  of  the  interests  put  into  their  hands.  But  how  far 
ought  a  reformation  to  be  carried  and  at  what  ought  reformers 
to  aim  ?  A  Christian  would  be  glad  to  have  an  end  put  to  all 
conflict  and  possibility  of  conflict  between  the  two  authorities, 
to  have  divorce  or  separation  granted  only  on  account  of  adul- 
tery and  malicious  desertion.  In  the  present  state  of  Christian 
countries,  however,  this  extent  of  reformation  is  altogether 
unlikely  to  be  attained.  In  this  country  especially,  where  the 
divine  in  government  and  in  social  life  is  so  generally  over-  . 
looked,  where  doctrine  concerning  the  State  and  the  relations  ^ 
of  men  so  generally  takes  the  vulgar,  apprehensible  form  of 
contract,  where  the  desire  of  speedy  enjoyment  and  the  quick 
procurement  of  the  means  of  it  are  degrading  the  moral  sen- 
timents, it  cannot  be  expected  that  reforms  of  our  divorce  laws 
will  be  very  thorough.  Lawmakers  will  say  that  they  are  not 
bound  by  the  morality  of  the  New  Testament  in  their  legisla- 
tion touching  rights  and  the  common  welfare,  that  you  may 
as  well  separate  two  parties  who  hate  and  injure  one  another 
rather  than  vainly  strive  to  reach  the  inaccessible  ideal  by 
your  laws  which  the  next  legislature  can  alter,  and  that  strict- 
ness in  prohibiting  divorce  will  not  prevent  social  evil  but 
will  only  force  it  to  pour  its  fiery  floods  by  a  new  crater  upon 
society.  We  are  disposed  to  take  the  ground,  therefore,  on  f  • 
which  alone  the  defects  of  the  Mosaic  legislation  can  be 
•justified — that  the  hardness  of  men's  hearts  prevents  a  better 
system — and  to  inquire  not  what  is  the  best  possible  law,  but 
what  are  some  of  the  features  of  a  law  that  is  at  once  desirable 
and  feasible. 

A  main  feature  of  a  good  law  will,  of  course,  be  to  hold  out 
no  inducement  to  a  husband  or  wife,  who  is  dissatisfied  with  } 
the  present  condition,  to  get  a  divorce,  in  order  to  contract  a 
new  alliance.  Of  course,  the  innocent  party  brings  the  peti- 
tion or  libel,  and  is  able  by  forbearing  to  do  so  to  prevent  the 
other  for  an  indefinite  period  from  carrying  out  his  or  her  pur- 
poses. And,  of  course,  the  lawmaker  never  intends  to  bring 
such  a  motive  before  the  discontented  consort.  But  the  law 
oflFers  in  fact  a  premium  for  divorce  whenever  the  disadvan- 
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tages  of  sach  a  step  for  the  guilty  party  are  inconsiderable. 
We  maintain,  therefore,  in  particular, 

1.  That  the  adulteress  and  the  husband  guilty  of  adultery 
ought  never  to  be  allowed  to  marry  the  partner  in  his  or  her 
crime.  We  are  disposed  to  go  farther  and  preclude  the  guilty 
wife,  perhaps  also  the  guilty  husband,  from  contracting  mar- 
riage with  any  person  whatsoever,  at  least  until  the  death  of 
the  innocent  partner.  In  the  projet  of  the  code  civile  as  it 
came  before  the  Council  of  State,  the  adulteress  could  never 
marry  again,  and  the  guilty  husband  could  never  marry  his 
concubine.  M.  Tronchet  having  said  that  this  prohibition  for 
the  woman  could  have  a  dangerous  influence  on  morals  by 
furnishing  an  excuse  for  future  lewdness  on  her  part,  the  law 
was  amended  so  as  to  enact  that  the  culpable  party  in  cases  of 
adultery  could  never  marry  his  or  her  accomplice.  (Art.  298.) 
We  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  conclusion  while  we  admit 
that  Tronchet  has  some  reason  for  his  opinion.  Granting  that 
some  women  thus  branded  by  society  will  thus  act,  the  ques- 
tion recurs  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  save  them  at  the 
expense  of  public  virtue.  Is  it  not  better  for  society  that  such 
a  woman  lose  her  ordinary  right  by  way  of  penalty — even  as 
a  citizen  sometimes  loses  his  right  of  office  or  of  suffrage  by 
fighting  a  duel  or  by  bribery — ^than  that  the  honorable  state  of 
the  matron  be  degraded  by  her  participation  in  its  privil^es. 
But,  however  this  may  be,  we  wonder  that  the  law  of  England 
and  a  number  of  the  United  States  should  put  nothing  in  the 
way  of  a  divorced  wife's  marriage  to  her  paramour.  And  this 
is  the  more  strange  in  those  codes  which,  like  the  law  of  Con- 
necticut, impose  the  penalty  of  a  long  imprisonment  upon 
persons  guilty  of  adultery,  while  they  permit  such  persons  to 
marry  whom  they  will  the  day  after  divorce  has  been  decreed. 
The  penalty  is  never  inflicted,  and  the  adulteress  ''  wipeth  her 
mouth  "  and  takes  the  airs  of  an  honest  woman. 

2.  But  again,  adultery  ought  to  be  made  penal — ^as  it  is  in 
almost  all  the  States — and  provision  should  be  made  that  the 
penalty  should  follow  the  sentence  of  divorce  without  any 
other  trial.  This  suggestion  will  surprise  some,  perhaps,  but 
it  is  simply  borrowed  from  the  Code  Civil.  (Art.  29.8,  u.  s.), 
"  Laftmme  advUere  sera  condamnee  par  le  m^rm  jugermntr^ 
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a  la  reclusion^^  etc.  The  authors  and  revisere  of  that  well- 
coneidered  code  did  not  contemplate  a  loose  procedure  like 
that  which  prevails  among  us,  but  a  careful  trial,  and  the 
same  judgement  which  separated  the  parties  was  followed,  sim- 
ply on  the  requisition  of  the  public  officer,  by  the  imprisonment 
of  the  woman. 

The  question  here  arises  whether  adultery  ought  to  have  the 
same  definition  for  the  man  and  for  the  woman,  and  the  same 
penalty,  whichever  sex  is  guilty.  According  to  all  the  an- 
cient codes  and  many  of  the  modern  tiiere  is  a  distinction 
made  between  the  sexes,  and  the  distinction  affects  the  law  of 
divorce."^  The  crime  is  the  same,  except  that  it  is  justly  re- 
garded as  a  greater  advance  in  wickedness  for  women  as  a 
class  to  be  unfaithful  in  the  marriage  relation  than  for  men. 
The  harm  done  to  society  by  such  unfaithfulness  is  far  greater 
for  the  women,  when  her  guilt  is  so  to  speak  inside  of  the 
family,  than  when  the  father  of  the  family  commits  the  crime. 
There  are  strong  reasons  for  making  a  discrimination  in  punish- 
ment against  the  woman,  and  we  incline  also  to  set  up  those 
limitations  on  divorce  for  a  husband's  adultery  which  appear, 
in  the  principle,  in  English  law  and  the  French  civil  code. 

3.  In  all  cases  of  divorce,  where  the  blameworthy  party  is 
allowed  to  marry  again,  such  marriage  within  a  certain  term 
ought  to  be  made  unlawful.  This  will  render  it  necessary  of 
course  that  the  court  decide,  according  to  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted, which  of  the  partners  is  blameworthy,  and  it  may  hap- 
pen that  both  are  so  in  the  same  or  io  different  degrees.  The 
Prussian  law  requires  such  a  decision.  Among  us,  as  outward 
specific  acts  are  noticed  almost  exclusively,  the  parties  can 
hardly  share  the  civil  blame,  and  the  faulty  party  cannot  have 
a  decree  in  his  favor,  with  tiie  seeming  exception  of  cases 
where  a  wite  deserts  her  husband  on  account  of  ill  treatment. 
But  whoever  can  have  the  fault  fastened  on  him  ought  to  be 
forbidden  to  marry  for  a  considerable  period.  According  to 
the  code  civil  this  interval  is  three  years  in  the  case  of  divorce 
by  mutual  consent.    Beyond  question  such  enforced  delay  for 

*  See  what  has  been  said  in  former  articles  on  the  proyiBion  in  Roman  ciyil 
law,  French,  and  English  law.,  etc 
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a  considerable  period  would  act  as  a  very  powerful  motive  in 
favor  of  the  good  conduct  of  married  parties.  This  is  shown 
not  only  by  the  nature  of  the  case,  but  by  experience  in  the 
Bhenish  Prussian  districts  under  French  law,  where  although 
divorce  by  mutual  consent  was  allowed,  only  a  very  few  cases  of  it 
occurred  during  thirty-six  years.  We  believe  that  if  parties  di- 
vorced by  the  provisions  of  the  omnibus  clause  in  the  law  of 
Connecticut,  could  not  marry  again  for  two  or  three  years,  the 
number  of  divorces  would  be  greatly  lessened.  Kay,  if  instead 
of  that  clause,  the  divorce  by  mutual  consent  were  introduced 
into  our  code  together  with  the  French  limitation  above  men. 
tioned  of  three  years,  we  should  be  much  better  off  than  we 
are  now. 

4.  Separation  from  bed  and  board  without  dissolution  of 
wedlock  may  be  resorted  to  in  some  cases  and  as  a  temporary 
measure.  This  kind  of  separation  was  unknown  to  the  an- 
cients, and  owes  its  origin,  we  believe,  to  the  Apostle^s  words 
— '^  but  if  she  depart,  let  her  remain  unmarried  or  be  recon- 
ciled to  her  husband," — which  refer,  as  we  have  ^iven  our  rea- 
sons for  supposing,  not  to  separation  for  the  cause  of  adultery  but 
for  minor  faults.  Being  consistent  with  the  doctrine  that  mar- 
riage is  indissoluble  and  is  a  sacrament  of  perpetual  efficacy,  it 
gradually  superseded  divorce  a  vincvlo  which  involved  the  op- 
posite doctrine.  Since  the  decree  of  Gratian  was  compiled, 
that  is  from  about  the  year  1160,  the  only  separation  known 
to  the  Catholic  Church,  and  to  Catholic  countries  fully  obe- 
dient to  its  law,  is  from  bed  and  board  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period,  for  life  in  the  case  of  a  woman's  adultery,  for  a  time  on 
account  of  smaller  offenses  against  the  law  of  marriage.  The 
feelings  of  the  Catholics,  trained  up  for  centuries  by  their 
theory  of  the  sacraments,  ought  to  be  respected  in  the  l^isla- 
tion  of  a  country  where  religions  live  side  by  side  on  an  equal 
footing.  Hence  in  every  case  where  divorce  is  allowed  by  our 
laws  either  the  petitioner  who  gains  his  point  ought  to  have 
the  choice  between  absolute  divorce  and  separation,  or  else  the 
wishes  of  the  two  parties  ought  to  determine  in  this  respect 
The  latter  appears  in  the  present  form  of  the  code  civil :  "  il 
sera  libre  aux  6poux  de  former  demande  en  separation  de 
corps."    The  former  was  contained  in  the  projet  before  it  was 
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amended :  '^  L'epoax  qui  aura  le  droit  de  demander  le  divorce 
pourra  le  bomer  a  ]a  demande  en  separation  de  corps  et  des 
Mens."  We  shonld  unite  the  two  in  this  way  :  if  the  parties 
can  agree,  the  decree  of  the  Coart  may  pronounce  a  separation 
instead  uf  a  divorce ;  if  they  cannot — as,  for  instance,  in  the 
case  of  mixed  marriage — ^the  petitioner  or  libeller  may  decide. 
For  he,  beiug  the  injured  party,  ought  to  have  his  choice;  and 
he  might  have  continued  the  state  of  marriage  by  taking  no 
legal  notice  of  the  offence.  But  it  is  questionable  whether  his 
power  to  put  a  bar  in  the  way  of  the  other  party  ought  to  be 
perpetual. 

But  aside  from  those  instances  where  religious  scruples, 
fairly  respected  by  the  law,  incline  the  parties  to  qualified 
separation,  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  this  kind  of  divorce  is 
liable  to  very  grave  objections.  Such  separation  is  only  de- 
fensible on  religious  grounds,  and  if  it  prevailed  in  the  law  it 
would  destroy  the  balance  between  the  civil  and  the  religious 
weight  of  marriage,  throwing  the  former  out  of  the  scale  al- 
together. The  offended  party  has  rights  which  he  claims 
have  been  invaded  and  demands  reparation.  But  the  law 
refuses  him  reparation,  in  order  that  the  offending  party  may 
be  held  to  repentance.  In  no  other  case  of  wrong  is  such  a 
principle  admitted.  But  a  still  greater  inconsistency  with 
justice  lies  in  this,  that  he  is  deprived  for  the  future,  it  may  be 
for  his  life,  of  an  important  right.  He  cannot  marry  again, 
because  of  the  wrong  done  by  his  partner.  It  is  like  chaining 
a  husband  or  wife  to  the  corrupting  body  of  a  guilty  consort 
executed  by  the  law's  sentence.  It  is,  moreover,  a  source  of 
great  temptation.  Let  the  sentence  be  that  of  lifelong  separa- 
tion for  adultery.  Is  it  likely  that  the  majority  of  husbands 
would  remain  continent  under  that  legal  constraint,  and  cannot 
the  toleration  of  concubinage  in  Catholic  countries  and  the 
levity  with  which  it  is  regarded  be  thus  in  part  accounted 
for?  And,  still  further,  the  same  cause  will  lead  people  to 
make  light  of  adultery,  because  the  choice  will  be  between  a 
separation  which  has  no  effect  on  the  marriage  relation  and  a 
winking  at  the  grossest  violations  of  its  sanctity  f  Will  not  the 
parties  be  tempted  to  think  that  to  continue  as  they  are,  with 
the  allowance  to  each  other  of  leading  no  very  strict  life,  is 
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better  than  to  make  a  noise  abont  family  matters  which  can 
have  no  other  eflfect  than  that  of  giving  liberty  to  a  married 
pair  to  live  apart  ? 

Such  are  some  of  the  moral  and  jural  difSculties  attendant 
on  separation  from  bed  and  board,  when  looked  at  as  a  general 
substitute  for  divorce.  But  the  evils  mentioned  exist  in  but  a 
slight  degree  when  it  is  applied  as  a  temporary  measure  for 
those  less  grievous  offenses  against  the  family  constitution 
which  do  not  preclude  reconciliation.  Cruelty  and  drunken- 
ness, which  are  offenses,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  husband, 
render  the  wife's  state  of  life  intolerable ;  desertion  and  crime, 
subjecting  to  a  long  imprisonment,  break  up  the  family  state. 
But  the  violent  man,  the  sot,  the  vagabond,  the  criminal,  may 
be  reformed ;  and  what  better  school  can  he  be  in  than  that 
where  he  can  feel  himself  to  be  repairing  injuries  and  recover- 
ing the  love  of  a  wife  and  of  children.  Let  the  separation, 
then,  be  reserved  for  cases  like  these,  as  a  temporary  expedient, 
until  it  can  be  seen  whether  reform  is  to  be  hoped  for.  Then 
after  a  long  enough  probation,  let  the  separation  be  turned 
into  divorce  on  petition  of  the  injured  party.  The  Massachu- 
setts law  allows  this  substitution,  or,  in  other  words,  permits 
remarriage,  after  five  years  from  the  passage  of  the  decree,  on 
application  of  the  innocent  party,  and  after  ten  years,  on  ap- 
plication of  either  party.  In  the  code  civil,  power  is  given  to 
the  party  who  was  originally  the  defendant,  in  all  cases  ex- 
cepting where  the  complaint  is  against  a  woman  for  adultery, 
'*to  demand  a  divorce  from  the  tribunal"  after  three  years  of 
separation.  This  permission  given  to  the  defendant,  it  is 
alleged,  does  no  injury  to  the  other's  conscience,  for  although 
this  act  makes  it  free  for  him  also  to  marry  again,  he  may  still 
consider  himself  bound  by  the  law  of  his  church. 

6.  The  consequences  of  divorce,  as  it  regards  property, 
ought  to  be  such  that  the  injured  party  shall  sustain  as  little 
pecuniary  loss  or  deficiency  in  the  means  of  support  as  possi- 
ble, and  the  culpable  party  shall  be  deprived  of  the  benefits 
which  the  marriage  or  a  marriage  settlement  placed  within  his 
or  her  reach.  This  was  the  great  motive  held  out  by  Roman 
law,  for  although  adultery  was  punishable  from  the  time  of  Au- 
gustus, the  penalty  must  have  been  rarely,  if  ever,  inflicted,  and 
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divorce  oa  other  groands  enjoyed  impunity.  The  arrange- 
ments in  regard  to  this  point  are  various  in  the  different  codes, 
and  the  adequate  treatment  of  it  would  far  transcend  our 
limits.  But  the  general  principle  is  not  only  that  the  inno- 
cent and  injured  partner  shall  not  loose  the  pecuniary  advan- 
tages formerly  derived  from  the  connexion,  but  also  that,  in  / 
gross  cases  at  least,  the  offending  party  shall  actually  suffer  in  ^ 
his  goods  on  account  of  the  wrong  doing.  Something  here 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  but  there  ought  to 
be  some  positive  law  directing  and  limiting  that  discretion. 

6.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  custody  of  the  children,  if 
there  be  any.  The  general  principle  here  is  that  misconduct, 
which  has  broken  up  the  family  state  and  made'  light  of  all  .  ' 
household  endearments,  shows  unfitness  to  take  charge  of  the 
children.  They  with  the  property  sufficient  for  their  mainte- 
nance must  be  entrusted  to  that  one  of  the  married  pair  who 
has  been  proved  to  be  most  regardful  of  the  family  interests, 
or,  in  case  of  such  a  person's  incompetence,  to  some  third  per- 
son. 

7.  The  laws  ought  to  be  specific  and  for  determinate 
causes,  and  little  discretion  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
judges.  To  put  the  whole  matter  under  the  control  of  the 
judges  without  any  specific  legislation  would,  >^e  are  persuaded, 
be  fruitful  of  evil.  The  judges  would  vary  in  their  decrees — 
some  granting  divorce  for  slight  grounds,  others  being  more 
rigid.  In  such  a  country  as  ours,  especially  with  an  elected 
judiciary  of  short  continuance,  they  might  come  to  represent 
the  public  opinion,  whatever  it  were,  or  there  might  be  such  a 
pressure  of  the  bar  npon  them  that  they  could  not  resist.  Ac- 
cordingly almost  all  our  codes  have  been  specific  in  their  defi- 
nitions of  the  causes  justifying  divorce,  and  have  left  but  little 
freedom  in  the  judge's  hands.  Few  of  our  statutes  indeed 
give  the  courts  too  great  power.  The  great  error  consists  in 
the  allowance  of  divorce  for  indeterminate  causes,  although 
neither  of  the  parties  has  committed  any  act  that  can  be  taken 
hold  of.  Such  causes  are  incompatibility  of  temper  and  conduct  ^ 
which  permanently  affects  the  happiness  of  the  marriage  rela-  / 
tion.  We  have  already  called  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  mischief  which  the  ^'  omnibus  "  clause  has  worked  in  the 
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State  of  Connecticut.  Such  a  law  brings  the  judges  often- 
timee  into  extreme  perplexity,  for  the  happiness  of  the  mar- 
riage relation  is  a  very  vagne  thing,  and  a  thing  capable  of 
being  painted  in  very  false  colors  by  an  interested  party.  It 
may  be  affected  by  great  and  small  injuries,  by  unkind  words, 
by  lasting  differences  of  policy  in  the  management  of  chil- 
dren, or  by  a  husband's  refusal  to  give  a  wife  money  that  she 
may  dress  ambitiously  and  above  her  rank.  It  adds  strength, 
as  Mr.  Loomis  observed  in  his  Article,  to  other  weak  grounds 
of  divorce.  When  a  charge  of  habitual  drunkennese  or  of 
failure  to  support  is  not  sustained,  this  plea  comes  beliind  and 
props  up  a  weak  case.  It  tempts  parties  to  marry  improvi- 
dently,  and  opens  the  door  through  which  they  can  escape 
from  matrimony,  for  it  amounts  to  not  liking  one  another,  and 
the  dislike  is  enhanced  by  the  prospect  offered  to  the  hopes  of 
one  or  the  other  of  making  a  more  advantageous  connexion. 
Let  the  acts  then  be  palpable  on  which  a  decree  of  divorce  is 
based,  and  if  the  state  of  society  is  such  that  it  shall  seem  de- 
sirable to  separate  parties  on  such  vague  grounds,  let  there  be 
no  dissolution,  or  at  least  no  immediate  dissolution  of  the  mar- 
riage tie. 

8.  The  procedure  in  petitions  or  libels  for  divorce  needs  a 
great  change  in  many  of  the  States,  and  the  laws  of  the  differ- 
ent States  ought  to  be  brought  into  a  substantial  uniformity. 
With  regard  to  the  first  point  we  leave  reforms  to  those  who 
are  better  able  to  judge — to  tlxe  better  class  of  lawyers  who 
have  no  interest  in  encouraging  applications  for  divorce  by 
looseness  of  procedure,  and  who  know  what  effect  a  change 
in  practice  is  likely  to  have.  But  any  one,  lawyer  or  not, 
must  be  aware  of  the  miserable  state  of  things  now  existing  in 
some  of  the  States,  and  no  one,  who  will  compare  the  careful, 
thorough  law  of  the  code  civil  with  most  of  our  statutes  relat- 
ing to  divorce,  will  feel  any  great  respect  for  American  legis- 
lation. Let  us  be  allowed  to  illustrate  the  state  of  things  by 
a  single  case  occurring  not  a  hundred  miles  from  where  we 
write.  A  woman  had  been  married  less  than  three  months, 
when,  on  occasion  of  her  making  evening  visits  or  a  visit  with 
a  young  man,  her  husband  remonstrated,  and  high  words  took 
place.    She  left  him,  and  earned  her  own  living  in  another 
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town.  After  about  three  moDthfl  more  she  brought  a  petition 
for  divorce,  and  the  grounds  alleged  were  adultery,  habitual 
drunkenness,  cruelty,  and  misconduct  destroying  domestic  hap- 
piness. The  three  first  the  lawyer  put  in,  it  would  seem,  to 
strengthen  his  cause.  The  adultery  was  with  a  person  unknown 
to  the  party  complained  of;  habitual  drunkenness  was  a  false 
allegation,  and  had  it  been  true,  drunkenness  for  three  months 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  habitual  in  the  legal  sense ;  cruelty 
he  had  scarcely  a  chance  to  commit.  The  man  had  of  course 
a  notice  served  on  him,  but,  as  we  suppose,  did  not  care  to  in- 
cur the  expense,  or  to  bring  back  to  his  house  a  woman  whom 
he  conceived  to  have  injured  him,  and  who  did  not  want  to 
keep  him  company.  The  divorce  was  allowed  by  the  court 
The  woman  apologized  afterwards  for  the  charge  of  adultery, 
and  said  that  the  lawyer  put  it  in.  What  went  on  the  record 
we  know  not,  but  the  records  are  so  made  up  that  many  tialse 
charges  appear  on  their  pages.*  We  are  persuaded  not  only 
that  they  are  unreliable,  but  that  they  tend  to  give  a  false  im- 
pression of  the  number  of  adulteries  which  are  annually  com- 
mitted. When  the  judge  thinks  that  possibly  one  or  more 
higher  offenses  may  have  given  cause  for  divorce,  and  that  at 
all  events  the  suit,  if  not  the  non-appearance  of  the  party 
complained  of,  furnishes  proof  of  bad  relations  in  a  household, 
he  will  be  apt,  if  an  omnibus  clause  permits  it,  to  decide  fav.- 
orably  upon  the  petition.  And  hasty  examination  of  a  case 
with  pressure  of  an  interested  lawyer,  may  not  only  break  up 
a  family,  but  put  a  permanent  stamp  on  a  man's  or  a  woman's 
character. 

It  has  been  sugji^ted  that  in  ex  parte  proceedings  a  staters 
attorney  should  ex  officio  be  the  guardian  of  the  interests  of 


*  We  add  ex  dbundanU  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by'  a  legal  gentleman 
in  Indiana.  [Theseyenth  danse,  to  which  reference  1b made,  rana  thus:  "Any 
other  cause  for  which  the  court  sball  deem  it  proper  that  a  decree  shall  be  grant- 
ed."] It  frequently  happens,  says  that  gentleman,  ^  that  the  petition,  which  is 
not  sworn  to,  contains  several  statutory  cases,  and  perhaps  also  states  facts  which 
could  only  be  the  basis  of  a  divorce  under  the  seventh  clause ;  and  as  the  evi- 
dence is  heard  orally,  and  no  evidence  is  kept  of  it,  probably  in  not  one  in  five 
of  the  records  of  divorcea  can  the  real  ground  of  the  divorce  be  obtained  from 
the  paper  with  certainty.^ 
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the  absent  defendant.    The  laws  of  Indiana,  where  there  are 
many  such  cases,  strive  to  make  their  peace  with  justice  and 
righteousness  by  thus  protecting  the  absent  party,  but  as  the 
attornies  "  have  no  acquaintance  with  the  causes,  their  efforts^^ 
are  generally  nominal."*  ^i 

It  would  seem  then  that  the  laws  ought  to  take  greater  care 
both  of  the  absent  defendant's  interests  and  of  him  who  is  too 
poor  to  incur  the  expenses  of  the  suit.  We  add  that  when  the 
suit  is  not  ex  parte^  and  when  the  proceedings  issue  in  a  jury 
trial,  divorce  cases,  at  least  on  the  complaint  of  adultery, 
ought  to  be  secret — that  is,  no  report  of  them  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  appear  in  the  public  journals.  The  prurient  curiosity 
of  bystanders  and  the  right  of  publicity  do  not  weigh  enough 
to  counteract  the  interests  of  morality. 

The  subject  of  divorce  is  complicated  in  this  country  by  the 
number  of  jurisdictions  and  the  ease  of  emigration.  Just  as  a 
good  paper  currency  was  impossible  when  every  State  licensed 
its  own  banks,  so  it  is  with  divorce  laws.  He  who  cannot  get 
what  he  wants  under  the  severe  laws  of  New  York,  can  be- 
come a  free  man  by  a  short  stay  in  Indiana.  The  validity  of 
a  divorce  there  need  not,  it  is  true,  be  always  admitted  by 
New  York.  Yet  the  facilities  for  such  proceedings  are  among 
the  worst  parts  of  our  system.  Those  who  seek  to  reform  the 
laws  in  this  important  article,  will  be  bound  to  endeavor  to 
stop  those  leaks  which  loose  legislation  in  one  State  occasions 
every  where  else. 

"We  have  considered  divorce  legislation  as  immediately 
affecting  the  Christian  church,  and  as  affecting  society  outside 
of  the  company  of  professed  Christians.  But  for  the  interests 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  it  is  not  essential  and  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  laws  in  this  particular  should  be  reformed.  In- 
deed we  may  "say  that  a  greater  facility  of  divorce  than  now 
exists,  that  even  the  allowance  of  divorce  whenever  the  parties 
unite  in  desiring  it,  would  assuredly  awaken  men  of  Christian 
principles  to  the  evils  of  society ;  the  discipline  of  the  church 
would  become  stricter ;  and  even  in  a  country  like  ours,  where 

*  We  use  the  words  of  the  same  gentleman  whose  opinion  we  have  qaoted 
in  the  last  note. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Divorce.  787 

ChriBtianBare  no  corporate  or  united  body,  bnt  an  aggregate  of 
persons  belonging  to  different,  and  often  jealous  denominations, 
where  their  joint  action  is  almost  out  of  the  question,  the  evils  of 
society,  the  greater  they  became,  would  the  more  rouse  all  those 
who  bear  the  name  of  Christian  to  a  common  feeling,  if  not  to 
concerted  measures  for  their  suppression.  Christianity  develop- 
ed the  purest  principles  of  family  life,  and  the  noblest  concep- 
tion of  marriage,  in  the  midst  of  Greek  and  Boman  society, 
where  divorce  was  almost  unrestrained,  and  uhder  Jewish  law, 
where,  besides  this  freedom  of  divorce,  polygamy  was  tolerated. 
And  this  it  did  before  the  sacramental  theory  was  fonned,  and 
marriage  regarded  as  one  of  the  sacraments.  So  now,  if  they 
have  any  vitality,  that  is  if  they  are  really  Christian,  Christian 
communities  can  take  care  of  themselves.  ^'Do  your  worst 
then,"  we  say,  "  in  the  matter  of  legislation.  Make  marriage  in 
your  codes  a  contract  which  the  parties  can  dissolve  at  will, 
which  either  party  can  dissolve  for  very  trifling  reasons,  which 
the  State  will  dissolve  for  a  great  number  of  wrongs.  Let  your 
laws  punishing  adultery  impose  a  penalty  which  nobody  will 
mind,  and  let  them  be  a  dead  letter.  You  but  awaken  then 
in  the  Christian  communities  an  increasing  sense  of  their  re- 
sponsibility as  the  guardians  of  morals ;  you  only  quicken  in 
them  the  purpose  to  introduce  within  their  own  psJes  a  stricter 
discipline,  and  to  seek  to  leaven  society  more  with  their  pure 
principles.  Thus,  by  your  heathenish  laws,  you  arouse  the  sen- 
sibilities of  conscience  and  the  instinct  of  self-preservation  in  a 
society  which  has  immense  power  when  once  fairly  in  motion ; 
you  practically  throw  society  into  the  hands  of  new  legislators, 
and  you  will  lead  round  a  cycle  of  things  when  your  laws  will 
give  way  to  stricter  ones  more  consonant  with  the  principles 
of  morality,  and  when  you  will  be  looked  upon  as  the  enemies 
of  social  progress." 

Greatly  to  be  desired  then  as  is  a  reform  in  divorce  legisla- 
tion, if  the  direct  interests  of  religion  are  considered,  it  is  not 
for  this  reason  absolutely  necessary,  because  the  Christian 
church  can  resist  and  counteract,  and  more  than  neutralize  the 
existing  laws,  however  bad  they  may  be.  But  such  reform  is 
of  immense  importance,  when  we  look  at  the  effect  of  legisla- 
tion on  the  general  interests  of  society ;  when  we  look  especi- 
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ally  at  those  vast  claesee  who,  even  in  a  country  like  oars,  re- 
ceive no  direct  influence  from  Christian  truth  and  the  Chris- 
tian church.  What  is  to  be  done  with  and  for  the  lower 
classes  of  society,  in  a  country  like  ours,  is  one  of  the  gravest 
of  questions  for  the  mind  of  a  benevolent  man.  In  a  country 
which  is  mainly  Protestant,  the  noblest  things — the  right  of 
private  judgment,  and  the  intellectual  light  which  always  ac- 
companies an  open  Bible — are  a  "  savour  of  death  "  to  the 
neglected  classes :  they  are  made  self-confident,  vain,  uneasy, 
ready  to  receive  the  crudest  falsehoods,  and  to  reject  the  most 
venerable  truths.  Keligion  appears  to  them  a  restraint,  and 
religious  people  they  are  jealous  of  because  these,  in  the  natural 
order  of  things,  get  above  them.  So  liberty  also  is  another 
^  "  savour  of  death,"  as  they  know  not  how  to  use  their  politi- 
cal right,  fall  into  the  hands  of  demagogues,  and  become,  as  a 
class,  a  political  power  within  the  State.  Their  cry  is  for  free- 
dom from  restraint.  Free  rum,  free  Sundays,  free  suffrage, 
free  divorce,  and  the  like  are  their  watchwords ;  and  those 
who  expect  to  get  into  power  by  their  votes,  if  they  have  any 
better  or  higher  aims,  are  afraid  to  contradict  them.  What  is 
to  elevate  or  purify  these  classes  ?  They  stand  aloof  from  the 
ennobling  influences  of  religion ;  politics  do  not  wash  them 
clean ;  their  "  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing ; "  their 
facilities  for  sensual  gratification  are  less  limited,  perhaps,  than 
those  of  the  working  class  in  any  other  land.  There  is  no  help 
for  them,  unless  it  lies  in  the  voluntary  movements  of  Christian 
enterprise,  teaching  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  with  it  ele- 
vating the  idea  of  family  life.  But  loose  divorce  laws  corrupt 
family  life  at  its  foundation,  for  it  is  hard  for  such  persons  to 
believe  that  what  law  sanctions  is  not  right.  Here  then  the 
conflict,  between  low  views  of  marriage  and  divorce  and  the 
views  contained  in  the  New  Testament,  is  wag^  with  the 
greatest  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  society.  If  one  out  of  five 
or  six  of  the  marriages  within  a  certain  class  is  dissolved  by 
law,  and  the  law  with  the  procedure  in  the  courts  almost  offers 
a  bribe  to  get  rid  of  a  husband  or  wife,  how  is  family  life 
to  be  sustained,  how  is  it  to  have  for  that  portion  of  the  com- 
munity its  venerable  or  holy  character.  And  the  low  concep- 
tion of  marriage  tends  to  creep  up  into  higher  circles,  as  some  of 
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thiB  class,  from  time  to  time,  rise  in  respectability  and  wealth. 
Since,  then,  reforms  in  the  divorce  jaws  are  especially  needed 
for  the  lower  stratum  of  society ;  since  this  class  is  most  de- 
moralized and  corrupted  by  the  fatal  facility  of  the  existing 
laws,  and  since  it  has  in  itself  no  power  of  self-recovery,  when 
once  thoroughly  debased,  it  becomes  all  Christian  and  all  ben 
evolent  persons,  on  their  account  mainly,  to  unite  in  an  attempt 
to  procure  a  reform  in  the  laws  concerning  divorce,  to  bring 
legislation  as  near  to  the  Christian  standard  as  the  people  will 
bear.  We  do  not  conceive  that  a  reform  in  law  would  remove 
all  the  evils  to  which  the  marriage  state  is  subject.  Law  can- 
not reform  beyond  a  certain  point,  because  "  it  is  weak  through 
the  flesh."  But  bad  law  can  corrupt  even  more  than  good  law 
can  purify. 

But  would  not  a  strict  divorce  law  defeat  its  own  end  ?  It 
certainly  might,  and  that  in  two  ways ;  first,  by  creating  oppo- 
sition enough  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  the  law,  and  then,  in  a 
corrupt  state  of  society,  by  tempting  to  sin  within  the  marriage 
relation,  if  a  person  cannot  free  himself  from  its  constraints. 
Yet  it  must  not  be  supposed  that,  if  divorce  were  confined  to 
cases  of  adultery  or  at  least  to  gross  violations  of  marriage 
dutiep,  such  more  flagrant  crimes  would  be  multiplied.  This 
would  be  the  case,  if  the  law  gave  the  adulterer  the  advantage 
of  marrying  again,  but  not  if  it  took  away  the  right  from  him 
or  delayed  the  exercise  of  it  for  a  term  of  years.  And  on  the 
other  hand  loose  divorce  laws  do  not  prevent  adultery,  as  is 
abundantly  shown  by  the  history  of  Boman  society  under  the 
emperors. 

We  entertain  no  fear  then  that  a  system  of  divorce  laws  com- 
ing nigh — gradually,  if  it  must  be  so — to  the  severity  of  the  New 
Testament,  will  defeat  its  own  end,  and  only  force  the  cor- 
ruptions of  society  into  a  worse  cha^inel.  It  is  the  defects  of 
our  present  system  that  are  corrupting.  A  system  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  idea  of  marriage  could  not,  if  accepted,  fail 
to  purify  society. 
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Article  VIII.— THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  NORTHWEST 
DURING  THE  WAR. 

Owr  Branch  a/nd  ite  TrihutaHes ;  being  a  History  of  the 
Work  of  the  Northwestern  Sanitary  Commission  and  its 
Aniriliaries,  daring  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  By  Mrs.  Sabah 
Edwabds  Henbhaw.  Including  a  fall  report  of  receipts  and 
disbnrsements,  by  E.  W.  Blatchford,  Treasurer;  and  an 
introductory  chapter  by  Hon.  Mark  Skinner.  Chicago: 
Alfred  L.  Sewell.    1868.     8vo.  p.  432. 

In  a  former  number  of  this  Review,  January,  1865,  we 
devoted  some  space  to  Mr.  Still6's  very  able  and  interesting 
History  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  and  to 
considering  the  general  objects  and  labors  of  that  national 
organization.  A  field  so  wide  and  varied  could  no  more  be 
deemed  exhausted  by  a  single  Article  than  the  whole  subject 
of  the  rebellion  by  a  review  of  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Tet,  in  the  great  number  of  other  topics  that  press 
upon  our  attention,  we  should  hardly  return  so  soon  to  the 
consideration  of  this.  But  the  beautiful  and  fascinating  volume 
before  us,  introducing  itself  as  one  of  the  very  first  complete 
contributions  to  the  art  of  bookmaking  from  the  great  North- 
west (itself  the  child  of  New  England),  and  the  record  by  a 
woman's  pen,  of  the  surpassing  patriotism,  devotion,  ability, 
and  achievements  of  Western  women,  opens  up  thoughts 
entirely  apart  from  the  splendid  work  to  which  it  specially 
relates ;  thoughts  among  the  latest  bom  of  the  reflections  of 
the  age,  and  intensely  interesting,  both  in  their  survey  of  the 
past  and  their  visions  of  the  future. 

The  publisher,  in  his  circular,  announces  with  what  he 
'^  trusts  is  commendable  pride,  that  while  most  of  the  books 
bearing  the  imprints  of  Western  publishers  are  manufactured 
at  the  East, '  Our  Branch '  is  throughout  a  Western  production. 
.     .     .    It  was  stereotyped  at  the  Chicago  Type  Foundry, 
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where  also  a  large  portion  of  the  type  was  made ;  the  paper 
was  made  at  the  West,  and  not  only  were  the  maps  drawn  and 
printed,  and  the  whole  book  printed  and  bonnd  in  Chicago, 
bnt  the  printing  was  done  on  a  press  manufactured  in  every 
part,  from  the  patterns  np,  entirely  in  this  city."  His  pride 
is  abundantly  justified.  For  elegance  of  material  and  work- 
manship, for  good  taste,  for  completeness  in  making  up,  and 
for  careful  correctness  in  revision,  this  volume  stands  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  books,  and  puts  to  shame  the 
shabbiness  of  some  of  our  great  Eastern  houses  in  even  their 
most  important  and  profitable  publications.  It  is  deeply  in- 
teresting to  observe  such  evidence  of  the  mighty  progress 
which  the  West  is  making  in  the  most  advanced  arts  of  civil- 
ization. The  mind  delights  to  contemplate  that  not  distant 
era  when  its  boundless  resources,  not  of  rich,  deep  loam  alone, 
but  of  minerals,  of  metals,  of  fuel,  of  water  power,  of  ingenious 
brains  and  cunning  hands,  shall  be  in  course  of  harmonious 
development,  with  results  of  wealth  and  of  mental  and  social 
advancement  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is 
common  for  Western  orators,  ev^en  among  those  of  the  better 
class,  to  disparage  New  England,  to  charge  it  with  jealousy  of 
the  West,  and  a  narrow  selfishness  in  its  policy  of  protection 
to  American  industry,  which  is  claimed  to  be  detrimental  to 
Western  interests.  Such  imputations  are  entirely  unjust. 
Nothing  pleases  us  more  than  to  behold  the  newer  portions  of 
our  common  country  steadily  approaching  and  even  outstrip- 
ping us  in  those  rivalries  where  the  success  of  each  redounds 
to  the  common  honor  and  the  common  benefit.  As  the  West 
becomes  more  independent  of  the  East,  by  the  accumulation  of 
capital,  it  will  free  itself  from  these  suspicions  and  come  more 
and  more  into  that  sympathy  with  New  England  in  questions 
of  political  economy  which  it  already  feels  in  those  of  political 
virtue  and  moral  principle.  Its  swelling  wealth  will  flow 
naturally  into  all  the  different  channels  of  investment,  and 
as  its  splendid  entei-prise  takes  on  every  form  of  manufacturing 
industry,  it  will  emerge  from  the  flimsy  and  soap-bubble 
philosophy  of  free  trade  theorists.  With  the  means  to  pro- 
ducef  it  will  realize  that  production  and  not  exchange  is  the 
creator  of  wealth,  and  will  devote  itself  heartily  to  that  true 
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policy  of  every  nation,  and  especially  of  every  yotmg  nation, 
the  development  of  all  its  resources  and  all  its  energies  by 
promoting  industrial  activity  in  the  greatest  variety  of  forms* 
Most  heartily,  then,  do  we  welcome  every  indication  like  that 
afforded  by  the  volume  before  us,  that  the  West  is  becoming 
the  rival  of  the  East  in  arts  which  it  has  hitherto  left  almost 
unattemped.  Most  cordially  do  we  extend  to  it  our  encourage- 
ment  and  congratulation,  and  not  only  to  the  West,  but  to 
the  South,  and  to  every  portion  of  our  land,  upon  the  successM 
establishment  of  any  new  branch  of  industry  even  in  competi- 
tion with  ourselves.  For  apart  from  the  fact  that  thus  are 
strengthened  the  bonds  of  union,  and  thus  advanced  the  general 
prosperity,  it  is  by  such  rivalries  as  these  that  we  ourselves  shall 
be  stimulated  to  greater  skill  than  we  have  as  yet  attained,  and 
to  advancement  to  untried  labors  in  the  realms  of  use,  and 
beauty,  and  luxury. 

But  the  book  possesses  a  far  deeper  interest  than  that  of  its 
illustrating  the  skill  and  taste  of  Western  workmen  and  the  en- 
terprise of  Western  publishers.  It  contains  a  record  of  patriotic 
devotion,  of  splendid  generosity,  of  wisdom,  fortitude,  and 
achievement  on  the  part  of  the  Western  people  which  cannot 
be  read  without  wonder  and  admiration.  The  story  is  no  mere 
statement  of  glittering  generalities.  Mrs.  Henshaw's  graphic 
and  picturesque  pen  is  never  oblivious  that  it  is  inditing 
history,  and  it  deals  precisely  with  facts  and  figures.  It  tells 
us  exactly  in  dollars  and  in  cents,  in  bushels  and  in  pounds, 
what  Western  generosity  did  for  our  soldiers  during  the  war ; 
and  when  we  consider  the  comparative  and,  in  many  cases,  the 
absolute  poverty  of  thobe  young  communities,  and  read  the 
stupendous  contributions  which  poured  from  them  to  the 
army  in  a  constant  stream,  we  doubt  whether  the  annals  of 
effort  at  the  East  could  show  so  honorable  a  record. 

It  is  principally,  however,  as  a  history  of  woman's  work  in 
the  war  that  the  volume  at  this  time  engages  our  attention. 
Its  value  in  this  respect  is  exceedingly  great,  not  only  as  a  col- 
lection of  interesting  facts  but  as  bearing  upon  the  much  dis- 
cussed questions  of  woman's  social,  intellectual,  and  political 
capacities.  That  grand  army  of  American  women,  a  part  of 
whose  labors  in  their  country's  cause  is  here  described  by  one 
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of  themselves,  while  laboring  during  those  four  years  of  self- 
devotion  strictly  within  their  appropriate  sphere,  have  done 
more  to  establish  the  claims  of  their  sex  to  equality  of  social 
and  civil  rights  than  all  the  female  orators  and  journalists, 
clamoring  trom  forums  and  hanging  about  legislatures  and 
political  conventions,  could  accomplish  in  half  a  century.  The 
great  capacity  and  peculiar  adaptedness  of  woman  to  manage 
enterprises  on  the  largest  scale,  even  those  demanding  great 
labor,  untiring  assiduity,  and  the  most  abounding  energy,  tact, 
and  business  talent,  were  never  before  so  grandly  demonstrated, 
and  may  even  be  almost  pronounced  a  new  discovery.  Mrs. 
Henshaw  tells  us  that  these  superior  qualities  displayed  them- 
selves at  the  very  outset  of  the  work : 

"  The  energy,  earaestness,  and  intelligence  with  which  these  patriotic  women 
entered  upon  their  labors,  are  worthy  of  reoord.  The  books  of  the  Commission 
show,  under  this  date,  a  oo^ection  of  letters  from  the  northwestern  women,  far 
and  near,  from  cities,  towns,  hamlets,  and  far-off  prairie  settlements,  that  is,  of 
itself,  a  monument  to  the  patriotism,  ability,  and  oultiyation  of  the  writers.  In- 
structions, evincing  remarkable  clearness  of  intellect  and  precision  of  thought, 
were  asked  for  on  every  side ;  societies,  admirably  organized,  were  reported ; 
details  for  their  management  were  arranged,  evincing  so  much  forethought,  tact, 
and  resources ;  the  methods  of  mercantile  business  were  so  readily  learned  and 
so  skiUfully  adapted  to  existing  circumstances,  as  almost  to  justify  the  exclama- 
tion of  an  on-looker :  '  The  northwest  is  tuH  of  wonderful  women/  " 

It  is  true  that,  with  wise  deference  to  conventional  prejudice 
and  to  the  promptings  of  female  self-distrust,  a  number  of 
able  and  influential  gentlemen  were  associated  with  the  lady 
managers  of  the  Northwestern  Sanitary  Commission,  who  per- 
formed their  laborious  and  responsible  duties  with  an  ability 
and  fidelity  beyond  all  praise.  But  we  very  much  doubt 
whether  most  or  all  of  these  services  might  not  have  been  as 
well  performed  by  women,  at  least  by  women  educated  to  the 
work.  Some  of  them  certainly,  including  those  for  which 
women  are  thought  least  qualified,  were  in  fact  performed  in 
part  by  ladies,  such  as  addressing  public  meetings,  visiting  the 
front,  and  inspecting  field  and  post  hospitals.  Among  the 
most  interesting  of  Mrs.  Henshaw's  sketches  are  those  which 
narrate  the  labors  of  the  lady  managers  in  these  so-called 
masculine  employments.  We  read  with  no  diminution  of  our 
reverence  and  respect,  but  rather  with  an  increase  of  both, 
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that  Mrs.  Hoge  developed  a  remarkable  talent  for  eondncting 
a  public  meeting ;  that  "  Mrs.  Livermore,  in  public  speak- 
ing, had  a  great  charm  of  voice  and  intonation,  which  singo- 
larly  stole  on  the  attention ;"  and  how  one  of  the  ladies, 
visiting  the  army  at  Vicksburg,  "  was  in  the  rifle-pits  and 
passed  through  the  loopholes  forty  feet  from  the  enemy,  while 
the  balls  whistled  within  ten  inches  of  her  head,  and  she  was 
sprinkled  with  falling  leaves  and  branches."  Long  before  the 
war  closed  indeed  the  personal  presence  and  assistance  of 
woman,  anywhere  and  everywhere  where  work  was  to  be  done 
for  the  relief  or  prevention  of  suffering,  had  become  so  com- 
mon and  of  such  established  value  that  they  ceased  to  excite 
remark.  Her  labors  were  gratefully  accepted  at  home  and  in 
the  field.  Her  influence,  exerted  in  a  thousand  different  forms, 
became  a  recognised  and  important  agency  in  the  condnct  of 
the  war.  The  thirty  thousand  American  women  who,  as  Mrs. 
Henshaw  tells  us,  belonged  to  the  Aid  Societies  of  the  North- 
west, are  rightly  denominated  by  her  "  the  army  at  home." 
They  were  as  truly  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  as 
their  brothers,  husbands,  and  sons  who  carried  muskets  in  the 
field. 

We  do  not  think  that  we  exaggerate  the  importance  of  these 
facts  when  we  say  that  they  create  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
woman,  and  must  inevitably  have  a  great  influence  upon  her 
future.  Participation  in  war  has  always  been  regarded  as 
giving  the  highest  clains  to  social  rights — and  few  have  been 
the  nations  that  have  permitted  their  defenders  to  remain  dis- 
franchised. In  the  movement  now  going  on  for  female  equality 
in  political  privileges,  the  agitators  have  a  new  and  powerful 
answer  to  an  argument  never  very  conclusive,  but  which  has 
been  often  made  against  their  claims.  ^^  Women  must  not 
vote,"  it  has  been  said,  "  because  they  do  not  fight ;  they 
ought  not  to  possess  the  right  of  ruling  the  country  whidi 
they  cannot  defend."  The  objections  to  this  proposition  are 
three  in  number.  It  goes  too  far,  it  does  not  go  far  enough, 
and  it  is  not  true.  It  goes  too  far,  for  under  it  all  who  actually 
bear  arms,  including  minors  and  aliens,  should  have  the  fran- 
chise. It  does  not  go  far  enough,  for  it  excludes  from  suffrage 
all  who  do  not  bear  arms,  the  aged,  the  infirm,  and  men  of 
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basiness  or  scholastic  pursuits.  And  that  now  at  least  it  is 
not  tme,  we  have  seen  already.  The  true  argument  against 
female  suffrage  lies,  as  it  seems  to  us,  in  the  social  and  domes- 
tic evils  which  it  would  induce,  and  this  objection  seems  likely 
to  be  forever  insuperable.  Yet  when  we  consider  the  vast  ad- 
vance which  the  sex  has  made  toward  equality  with  man  in 
dignity,  influence,  and  civil  rights,  since  she  has  had  favorable 
opportunities  for  exhibiting  her  capacities  through  a  better  or 
more  general  education,  and  through  more  free  participation 
with  men  in  various  forms  of  skilled  labor,  and  in  social  and 
business  affairs,  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  even  without  the 
elective  franchise  these  new  developments  of  her  value  in  war 
will  secure  for  her  as  great  an  increase  of  political  influence 
and  respect  as  her  services  in  the  defense  of  liberty  have 
brought  her  of  honor  and  gratitude. 

We  can  hardly  doubt  also  that  the  grand  work  of  self-denial 
and  patriotism  in  which  American  women  so  earnestly  labored 
for  four  long  years,  had  its  effect  in  enlarging  and  elevating 
their  own  character.  The  whole  people  indeed  was  educated 
by  the  war  to  a  true  comprehension  of  the  principles  involved 
in  it,  and  a  spirit  of  self  sacrifice  for  their  sake — so  that  it  de- 
veloped from  a  struggle  for  the  suppression  of  a  revolt  to  a 
contest  for  universal  freedom.  A  similar  change  was  observ- 
able in  the  progress  of  sanitary  aid  societies  from  their  original 
purpose  of  providing  comforts  for  volunteers  from  particular 
neighborhoods  to  a  wide  and  general  labor  for  the  national 
armies.  Mrs.  Henshaw  vividly  reminds  us  of  those  early 
days  when  female  enthusiasm  in  every  village,  with  well  in- 
tended, but  uninstructed  zeal,  expended  itself  in  scraping  lint 
and  making  *'  havelocks  "  for  county  regiments.  We  ourselves 
recall  the  fact  that  a  night  or  two  before  the  departure  of  the 
first  Connecticut  troops  for  the  seat  of  war,  an  entire  com- 
pany was  sent  to  bed  at  an  early  hour  of  the  evening  in  order 
that  the  ladies  might  improve  their  martial  appearance  by 
sewing  stripes  upon  their  pantaloons.  Every  locality  felt  na- 
turally a  special  interest  in  its  own  volunteers  and  for  some 
little  time  after  the  Chicago  Branch  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion was  established  "  almost  every  box  arriving  at  the  depot 
of  the  Commission  was  designated  for  some  specific  military 
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organization."  But  it  Boon  became  clear  to  all  that  these  dia- 
tinctions  were  unjust  as  well  as  unwise  and  impracticable, 
and  it  is  to  the  lasting  honor  of  those  women  who  had  hus- 
bands, brothers,  and  sons  in  the  army,  that  "  their  noble  ardor 
rose  to  the  necessity  of  the  times.  Patriotism  as  a  motive 
took  the  place  of  one  more  personal,  and  was  found  abundantly 
able  to  stimulate  their  exertions,  so  long  as  exertion  was  neces- 
sary." But  we  should  still  be  unjust  to  those  noble-hearted 
women  if  we  did  not  refer  to  the  fact  that  their  generous  hu- 
manity was  untarnished  by  bitterness.  In  the  hospitals  and 
on  the  field,  wherever  under  any  circumstances  Union  and 
rebel  soldiers  were  intermingled  in  a  common  suffering,  no  dis- 
tinction was  ever  made  between  them  in  the  bestowal  of  atten- 
tion or  the  distribution  of  supplies. 

The  intense  interest  which  women  always  feel  in  the  results 
of  their  labors  was  of  signal  advantage  in  this  association,  by 
compelling  the  strictest  fidelity  and  economy  in  its  distributing 
agents.  Mrs.  Henshaw,  with  instinctive  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject, takes  great  pains  to  inform  us  what  extraordinary  and  in- 
cessant pains  were  systematically  taken  to  secure  these  results, 
and  their  remarkable  success.  There  is  not  the  least  doubt 
that  never  in  the  history  of  the  world  were  such  enormous 
supplies  distributed  with  so  little  waste,  diversion,  or  loss.  We 
are  glad  to  find  in  connection  with  this  subject  a  full  and  most 
conclusive  refutation  of  the  reports  so  common  and  so  dis- 
couraging that  the  Sanitary  supplies  reached  in  but  a  partial 
measure  the  privates  for  whom  they  were  specially  designed. 
In  every  instance  that  such  a  report  reached  the  association, 
we  are  told  it  was  instantly  followed  up  and  traced  back  to  its 
source.  The  author  was  ascertained,  evidence  solicited,  and 
the  most  careful  inquiry  instituted.  ^Numerous  instances  are 
narrated  in  full,  and  we  are  informed  that  with  scarcely  an 
exception  it  was  ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt, 
that  the  charge  was  unfounded  or  unreasonable.  This  sense 
of  responsibility  for  the  best  services,  and  for  the  highest 
economy,  vigilance,  and  activity  was  naturally  stronger  in  all 
ranks  of  this  voluntary  association  than  under  the  military 
government  which  breaks  down  so  largely  the  habit  of  self- 
reliance;  yet  we  firmly  believe  that  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
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the  prudence  and  good  management  which  actually  obtained, 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  for  the  most  part  women  furnished 
the  supplies  and  women  watched  their  distribution.  The  study 
and  practice  of  housekeeping  is  an  exceUent  school  of  economy 
and  tact,  and  most  of  the  mothers  and  wives  of  every  com- 
munity have  profited  by  it  to  an  extent  that  is  littlci  apprecia- 
ted. Accordingly,  when  such  a  woman  as  glorious  Mrs. 
Bickerdyke  was  brought  in  contact  with  the  frightful  reckless- 
ness and  waste  of  war,  it  roused  all  the  indignation  and  the 
energy  of  her  nature. 

"*  It  was  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  hospitals  at  Savannah,  that  Mrs.  Bickerdyke 
began  to  derelop  one  of  her  spedalties.  The  order  had  gone  forth,  and  every- 
thing was  being  made  ready.  On  approaching,  one  day,  the  main  hospital,  she 
espied  a  huge  pile  of  soUed  clothing— sanitary  shirts  and  drawers,  blankets  and 
sheets— evideatly  prepared  for  some  form  of  destmction.  '  What  is  to  be  done 
with  these  9 '  she  inqoired  in  a  tone  of  remonstrance.  *  They  are  to  be  burned, 
was  the  reply.  '  Burned  1 '  she  exclaimed.  "  Burned  1  These  goods  that  be- 
loqg  to  iM,  and  that  the  wives  and  mothers  of  the  Boys  have  workod  so  hard  to 
send  I'  *  Nothing  else  can  be  done  with  them,'  was  the  answer;  *you  see 
they  are  soiled  and  bloody ;  there  are  too  many  of  them  to  be  washed,  and  they 
cannot  be  moved  in  this  state.'  '  FU  show  you,  sir,  that  they  can  be  washed, ' 
she  said ;  *  don't  touch  them  until  you  hear  from  me  1 ' 

**  She  went  to  the  proper  officer,  and  asked  that  a  detail  of  seven  men  might  be 
sent  her  for  Monday.  The  day  sacred  to  the  American  wash  tub  arrived,  and 
with  it  men,  teams,  barrels,  and  kettles.  The  hospital  yard  was  turned  into  a 
laundry.  Washing,  wringing,  boiling,  and  drying,  went  rapidly  on.  Tuesday, 
the  same.  Wednesday,  likewise.  And  so  of  Thursday,  and  Friday,  and  Satur* 
day.  Mrs.  Bickerdyke  superintended  every  process,  all  the  while  attending  to 
her  sick ;  never  forgetting  at  the  right  hour  to  give  this  one  an  egg,  and  that 
one  a  brandy  punch.  New  relays  of  men  were  sent  each  day;  for  the  work  was 
tiresome,  and  the  supervision  was  vigorous.  '  That's  no  way  to  wring  1 '  she 
would  exclaim,  seiang  the  garment  and  giving  a  specimen  twist,  while  her  pupU 
looked  on,  in  hopeless  admiration.  The  men  worked  willingly,  for  everything 
Mrs.  Bickerdyke  did  was  right,  in  their  eyes.  The  clothes  were  washed,  dried 
folded  (there  was  no  ironing)  boxed,  and  sent  to  the  next  point  of  destina- 
tion."   pp.  72-74. 

Our  readers  will  be  interested  in  another  instance: 

"  Mrs.  Bickerdyke  did  her  part  toward  preventing  waste,  in  a  manner  peculiarly 
her  own.  On  the  breaking  up  of  a  hospital,  there  was,  as  has  been  shown,  much 
destruction.  Many  valuable  articles  were  thrown  aside,  for  want  of  transporta- 
tion, such  as  pans,  cooking  utensils,  stoves,  and  soiled  clothing.  These  she  gath- 
ered up.  A  large  stove,  sent  from,  the  Chicago  Sanitary  Commission,  was  found 
by  her  in  the  woods,  at  Farmington,  and  removed  by  her  instrumentality  to 
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Corinthi  where  it  did  maoh  Bervice.  The  clothing  thus  thrown  away  was  nearly 
all  new,  bat  soiled.  She  employed  relays  of  negroes  to  wash  it,  and  then  re- 
tamed  it  to  the  hospitals. 

"The  list  of  'articles  restored  to  usefolness '  in  one  day's  washing  at  the 
Corinth  lanDdry,  will  enable  the  reader  to  Jndge  how  many  weeks  of  Aid- 
Society  toil  it  took,  to  meet  the  waste  of  one  hospital ;  and  will  suggest  an 
answer  to  the  oft-repeated  qaestion,  as  to  what  became  of  all  the  sanitary  goods 
that  went  to  the  CommiBsion  at  Chicago. 
.    '* The  list  is  as  follows: 

1,582  Sheets,  478  Pillow  Cases,  180  pairs  Socks, 

600  Towels,  400  Handkerchief  and  Napkins,      80  Qailts» 

82  Blankets,  *IQ  Bedsacka,  6  Blouses, 

6  pairs  Pants,       200  Shirts,  175  pairs  Drawers, 

22  Feather  Pillows,  emptied  and  washed,    pp.  90,  91. 

Another  list  of  discarded  articles  secured  by  Mrs.  Bicker- 
dyke  from  the  cellar  of  a  Oovemment  hospital,  and  washed 
and  restored  to  service  in  four  days  is  given  in  another  place, 

*'  1,500  Oovemment  Shirts  and  Drawers,    610  Woolen  Shirts, 
800  Sanitary  Shirts,  216  pairs  Woolen  Pants, 

520  pairs  Sanitary  Drawers,  1,852  Government  Sheets, 

888  pauv  Woolen  Socks,  542  Grovemment  Pillow  Cases." 

p.  115. 

If  during  the  war  all  government  property  had  been  in 
charge  of  women,  and  every  woman  a  Mrs.  Bickerdyke,  there 
would  have  been  little  need  to-day  of  discussing  the  wicked- 
ness and  folly  of  repudiation. 

Our  Article  has  idready  extended  beyond  its  purposed  limits, 
and  we  must  bring  it  to  a  close.  We  had  marked  page  after 
page  of  the  book  for  extracts  to  illustrate  the  intense  interest 
of  its  incidents,  and  the  charm  of  its  graceful  and  often  bril- 
liant style.  Those  which  we  have  given,  however,  though  not 
among  the  passages  selected  for  the  purpose,  must  suffice.  In- 
deed it  is  difficult  to  cull  from  the  800  pages  of  the  narrative 
any  particular  portion  which  can  claim  a  special  excellence  or 
interest,  or  to  recall,  when  its  fascinating  pages  are  closed, 
which  of  its  graphic  pictures  absorbed  us  most.  We  congrat- 
ulate the  authoress  upon  her  triumphant  success  in  this  her 
first  important  literary  entei*prise ;  and  w&  congratulate  not 
less  the  noble  army  of  co-laborers  in  the  immortal  work  whose 
rise  and  progress  this  book  describes,  and  by  whose  request  its 
preparation  was  undertaken,  upon  the  beautiful  and  enduring 
memorial  of  those  labors  which  has  been  given  to  the  world 
through  the  united  eftbrts  of  their  historian  and  their  pub- 
lisher. 
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Article  IX— NOTICES  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THEOLOGICAL  AlO)   BEUGIOUS. 

Lakgb'b  Gbkesib .• — ^Dp.  Schai?  in  the  sketch  which  he  gives 
of  Dr.  Lange,  in  his  "  Germany,  its  Universities,  &c.,"  calls  him  "  a 
poetical  theologian  and  a  theological  poet."  We  should  hardly 
expect  from  the  union  of  these  charscters  a  perfect  commentator ; 
and  Dr.  Lange  does  not  disappoint  us ;  there  is  almost  enongh  of 
the  poet  to  spoil  the  theologian.  Dissatisfied  with  the  results  of 
the  historico-critical  school,  which  has  given  Germany  her  present 
advanced  position  in  the  field  of  biblical  science,  and  yet  not  con- 
tent with  either  the  literal  interpretation  of  traditional  orthodoxy, 
or  the  allegorical  interpretation,  taken  separately,  he  has  endeav- 
ored to  combine  them  both  in  a  new  method. 

The  following  passage  which  occurs  on  page  Ixviii  of  the  Intro- 
duction (we  translate  from  the  original  instead  of  quoting  from 
the  American  edition,  for  reasons  which  will  appear  hereafter), 
well  illustrates  his  position : 

<*  Paradise  had  a  leal  and  a  local  existence,  bat  it  was  at  the  same  time  the 
symbol  of  the  ideal  paradisaic  earth.  The  same  is  true  of  the  foor  streams. 
Whether  by  the  river,  in  the  midst  of  the  Garden,  the  region  of  the  foantain- 
head  of  the  fonr  streams  be  not  indicated,  may  be  left  undecided ;  enough  that 
it  was  really  single,  and  that  it  was  at  the  same  time  the  symbol  of  the  entire 
fountain-head  of  blessing  on  the  earth.  Whether  the  Tree  of  life  in  the  Garden, 
as  an  individual,  was  a  physical  plant,  or  rather  the  glorification  of  nature  con- 
nected with  the  appearance  of  God  in  the  Garden,  may  be  a  question ;  as  a  sym- 
bol,  it  expresses  the  entire  saving  and  living  force  of  nature  under  the  revelation 
of  the  Spirit.  The  tree  set  as  a  test  of  obedience  existed  in  some  form  or  other, 
but  by  it  all  nature  is  in  a  measure  designated  as  a  test.  The  serpent,  however, 
as  the  organ  of  a  tempting  spirit  of  the  other  world,  is  not  only  the  type  of 
temptation  and  sin,  but,  as  a  reptile  of  the  early  time,  also  the  type  of  its  bru- 
tality, its  degradation,  and  its  final  destruction." 

The  advantages  of  this  method  of  interpretation  are  at  once 
apparent.    The  merely  literal  interpreter  finds  his  path  obstructed 

GtfUM :  or  the  First  Book  of  Moses,  together  with  a  General  Theological  and 
Homiletical  Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament.  By  John  Pxtxr  Langs,  D.  D. 
Translated  from  the  German,  with  additions,  by  Prof.  Tatlxb  Lrwis,  LL.  D., 
and  A.  Gosman,  D.  D.    New  York:  Charles  Seribner  &  Go.   1868.  8vo.  pp.  (HUS. 

VOL.  xxvn.  62 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


800  Notices  of  New  Books.  [Oct., 

with  apparent  contradictions,  seeming  impossibilities,  all  of  which 
Dr.  Lange,  on  the  wings  of  some  grand  symbolic  idea,  lightly  sur- 
monnts.  Not  less  important,  in  view  of  the  leading  object  of  this 
commentary,  is  another  consideration.  On  this  theory,  of  what 
we  may  call  the  universal  sense  of  Scripture,  as  distinguished  from 
the  double  sense,  fourfold  sense,  Jbc.,  the  homiletical  resources  of 
the  commentary  are  indefinitely  increased.  The  most  unprom- 
ising material,  a  genealogical  table  even,  becomes  at  once  rich  in 
hidden  meaning.  To  those  who  are  in  quest  of  the  raw  material 
for  sermons,  we  cannot  commend  a  better  commentary,  nor  to 
those  who  seek  illustration  of  the  real  meaning  of  Scripture  a 
worse.  This  is  buried  hopelessly  out  of  sight  under  the  weight  of 
Dr.  Lange's  "  General  Preliminary,"  "  Exegetical  and  Critical,'' 
''Doctrinal  and  Ethical,"  ''Homiletical  and  Practical"  Remarks. 

We  have  still  to  speak  of  the  work  of  the  translators  and  editors. 
With  Prof.  Lewis's  translation,  which  covers  the  Introduction  to 
Genesis,  and  the  first  eleven  and  last  fourteen  chapters  of  the 
Commentary,  we  have  little  fault  to  find.  He  rarely  misses  the 
sense  of  the  German.  His  additions,  however,  which  fill  near  a 
hundred  pages,  and  which  comprise  a  special  introduction  to  the 
first  chapter  of  Genesis,  discussions,  some  of  them  at  considerable 
length,  of  particular  passages  or  subjects  suggested  by  them,  and 
numerous  philological  and  doctrinal  notes,  do  not  add,  proportion- 
ately, in  our  estimation,  to  the  value  of  the  work.  They  make  an 
unwieldy  book  still  more  unwieldy.  Though  a  little  less  fenciful, 
his  interpretations  are  as  wide  of  the  historic  sense,  and  as  dog- 
matic as  Dr.  Lange's.  On  the  philological  side,  also,  where  his 
learning  is  most  conspicuous,  the  want  of  sound  method  and  sober 
judgment  is  no  less  so.  Such  linguistic  philosophy  as  we  find  in 
his  "Excursus  on  the  Confusion  of  Languages,"  or  such  ety- 
mology as  that  which  identifies  Ooeanus  with  Gihon,  and  the 
Latin  genu%  with  Cain,  ought  not  to  be  any  longer  possible. 

The  remainder  of  the  work,  viz. :  the  Introduction  to  the  Old 

Testament,  and  chapters  xii. — xxxvi.  of  the  Commentary,  have 

been  translated  by  Dr.  Gosman ; — a  translation  which  will  take 

rank  with  the  worst  published,  and  may  perhaps  become  a  classic 

among  them, 

"  By  merit  raised  to  that  bad  emiDenoe.*' 

Not  only  in  passages  of  more  difficulty  but  often  in  the  simplest 
idioms  and  constructions  he  is  at  fault  That  our  language  is  not 
too  strong,  the  following  examples  will  show. 
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Speaking  of  the  Jewish  people,  Lange  says : 

'*So  ist  es  nm  der  Yaeter  willen  die  seine  tiefste  Eigentbura- 
liohkeit  repraesentiren,"  a.  s.  w. ;  u  e..  Thus  for  the  sake  of  the 
fathers  (t.  e.,  the  patriarchs),  who  represent  its  profoandest  peca- 
liarity,  etc,  Dr.  Gosman  translates,  page  10,  '^Thos  for  the 
Father's  sake,  whose  profoandest  peouliarities  it  represents,"  a 
somewhat  startling  assertion ! 

**Die  neaere  Kritik  aeberall  ans  den  heiligen  Urkanden  des 
antiheidnisohen  conkreten  Monotheismus,  d.  h.  aus  dem  Alton  nnd 
Neuen  Testamente  heidnische  Yorstellungen  herausliest  oder  viel- 
mehr,  dergleichen  ueberali  in  den  heiligen  Text  hineinliest ;"  «.  e,, 
Modem  criticism  discovers  everywhere  in  the  sacred  records  of 
the  anti-heathen,  concrete  monotheism,  i.  e.,  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  heathen  conceptictis,  or  rather  introduces  them  every- 
where into  the  sacred  text ;  Dr.  Gosman  renders,  page  23,  ^'  Mod- 
em criticism  r^ects  from  the  sacred  records  of  the  anti-heathen, 
concrete  monotheism,  i.  e.,  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament  any 
heathenish  idea  or  representation,  or  rather  brings  these  same 
notions  and  representations  into  the  whole  sacred  text"  The 
blander  is  so  palpable  that  one  might  detect  it  without  the  aid  of 
the  German. 

*'  Der  Gegensatz  der  religioesen  Weltanschaaang  and  der  welt- 
lichen  im  medialen  Sinne ;"  i.  «.,  The  opposition  between  the  reli- 
gious method  of  looking  at  the  world  (which  goes  back  directly 
to  the  first  cause),  and  the  profane  or  mediate  method  (through 
the  medium  of  second  causes).  Dr.  Gosman  renders,  page  29 : 
^^The  opposition  between  the  religious  and  secular  view  of  the 
world  in  a  medieval  sense*" 

''Die  verschiedensten  Gegner  aber  finden  es  mit  einander 
fabelhafl,  dass  die  Bibel  ueberhaupt  von  jenen  vorgeschichtlichen 
Dingen  mit  der  vollkommensten  Zuversicht  einen  ganz  genauen 
Bericht  erstattet;"  i.&.  But  the  opponents  who  differ  most  widely 
agree  in  thinking  it  wonderful  that  the  Bible,  with  the  most  per- 
fect assurance,  should  give  a  very  exact  account  of  those  pre- 
historic matters  (i.  e.,  the  creation).  Dr.  Gosman  translates,  page 
71,  ''But  the  opponents  who  differ  most  widely  agree  in  this,  that 
it  is  fabulous,  that  the  Bible  should  make  an  entirely  new  report 
of  pre-historical  things,  with  the  most  perfect  assurance." 

But  instead  of  extending  this  random  list,  as  we  might  do 
indefinitely,  it  will  be  less  entertaining,  perhaps,  but  more  useful 
to  examine  a  page  of  his  translation  more  in  detail.     On  page  449, 
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we  find  the  following  errors :  ^*  Nach  Knobel  hat  der  JehoTist,  in- 
dem  er  selhataendig  erzaehlte,  was  hier  nioht  der  Fall  sein  soil,  den 
Vorgang  rait  Sarah  schon  Kap.  xii.  11 — 20  berichtet,"  ».  e.,  "In 
Enobel's  view,  the  Jehovistio  writer  has  already  reported  tbe 
occurrence  with  Sarah,  ch.  xii,  11 — 20 ;  his  narrative  being  there, 
but  not  here,  independent.  Dr.  Oosman:  "In  Enobel's  view 
the  Jehovistio  writer  has  recorded  the  ooourrenoe  with  Sarah 
already  (ch.  xii.  11 — 20),  because  he  coald  then  do  it  indepen- 
dently, which  coald  not  be  the  case  here." "Sich  verschnl- 

den,"  to  incur  guilt,  is  rendered  **to  walk  under  the  general 

sense  that  he  had  done  wrong." ^  Stand  es  aber  eianud  so 

mit  der  Maxime,"  L  e,,  this  principle  once  adopted  is  trans- 
lated, "  but  if  the  saying  were  then  founded  and  chosen.^ 

"  Gottloses  Wesen,"  wickedness,  is  translated  "  godless  beings." 

^**  Nach  Kurtz  war  die  noch  nicht  verbluehte  oder  wieder 

verjuengte  Schoenheit  der  Sarah  das  Motiv ;''  t.  e.,  according  to 
Kurtz,  the  still  blooming  or  the  rejuvenated  beauty  of  Sarah  was 

the  motive.    Dr.  Gosman  renders  "  was  not  the  motive." 

"  Negeb,  das  Land  gegen  Mittag ;"  t.  e.,  Negeb,  the  region  to  the 
South,  he  translates,  apparently  under  the  impression  that  he  is 
preserving  the  Hebrew  idiom,  **  the  South — ^the  land  towards  the 
mid-day."  [For  the  same  reason,  doubtless,  chap.  xxviiL  14,  he 
adds,  in  brackets,  as  explanatory  of  the  toesty  east^  norths  south 
of  our  common  English  version,  the  words  evening^  morning^ 
midnight^  mid-4ay,  though  the  idiom  is  as  little  Hebrew  as  it  is 

English,  belonging  only  to  the  German.] ^''Sich  niederlas- 

sen,"  to  settle  down,  to  take  up  one's  abode,  he  translates,  "To 

descend." "  Hier  ganz  nahe  bei  einem  Winterstrome  stand 

ein  grosses  und  beruehmtes  EGloster ;"  i.  e ,  here,  dose  by  a  winter 
torrent,  stood  a  great  and  renowned  convent,  he  translates,  "  there 
stood  very  near  here,  in  a  winter  stream,  a  great  and  renowned^ 
convent." 

With  these  citations,  which  are  all  to  be  found  upon  a  sin- 
gle page  (and  we  have  omitted  two  or  three  which  we  might 
fairly  have  quoted),  we  shall  close  our  qualitative  and  quantitative 
analysis  of  Dr.  Gosman's  translations.  As  a  commentator,  Dr. 
Gosman  is  hardly  less  brilliant.  His  readers  have  reason  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  that  his  annotations,  unlike  Prof.  Lewises,  are 
largely  quotations.  His  chief  authorities  being,  however.  Murphy 
among  the  English,  and,  among  the  Germans,  Keil,  of  whom  Dr. 
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Laoge  had  already  given  us  more  than  enough,  the  congratula- 
tion need  not  be  extravagant. 

Of  course  we  do  not  hold  the  publishers,  who  have  given  us  this 
work  in  good  faith,  responsible  for  Dr.  Gosman's  shortcomings. 
But  when  they  speak  of  Lange's  Commentary  as,  '^  beyond  doubt, 
the  most  comprehensive  and  important  biblical  work  of  the  age — 
the  very  best  commentary  which  the  united  Evangelical  scholar- 
ship of  Europe  and  America  can  produce  at  the  present  time," 
,are  they  not  going  quite  as  far  as  custom  permits  in  such  state- 
ments ?  What  are  the  facts  of  the  case  ?  The  writers  employed 
upon  the  commentary  (we  speak  of  the  original  Bibelwerk),  are, 
with  hardly  an  exception,  men  of  no  great  eminence,  or  what  in 
the  present  case  amounts  to  the  same^  eminent  in  other  depart- 
ments than  that  of  Biblical  science.  In  Germany,  no  such  distinc- 
tion is  claimed  for  the  work ;  the  exaggeration  would  be  too  evi- 
dent. The  Grerman  publishers  say,  ^^  The  work  addresses  itself  to  a 
definite  and  limited  circle  of  readers, — that  of  Evangelical  pastors, 
to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  consideration  and  want."  It  is 
not  a  commentary  for  scholars,  but  is  practical  rather  than  critical 
in  its  aim.  Whatever  is  done  to  it  by  Dr.  Schaff,  however,  bears 
the  mark  of  exact  and  comprehensive  scholarship. 

Hsin>BR80N'8  COHMSlirTASY  ON  JsREMIAH  AND  LAMENTA- 
TIONS.*— ^The  appearance  of  this  reprint,  so  long  after  the  original 
publication  of  the  work  (in  1851),  we  take  to  be  an  index  of  the 
poverty  of  English  and  American  scholarship  rather  than  a  testi- 
mony to  the  permanent  value  of  this  Commentary.  It  is  so  far 
below  the  standard  of  good  German  Commentaries  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  admit  its  possible  superiority  to  other  English  works  as  a 
sufficient  raUon  cT^e*  Dr.  Henderson's  translation  is  in  no  wise 
remarkable  for  force  or  beauty,  nor  is  his  judgment  such  as  to 
give  to  his  interpretation  of  the  more  difficult  passages  any  weight 
of  authority.  The  Commentary  is  brief,  and  might,  without  seri. 
Otts  injury,  have  been  made  briefer,  at  least  in  the  critical  portion. 
Since  the  laborious  collations  of  Kennicott  and  De  Rossi,  Hebrew 
scholars  have  ceased  to  look  for  any  material  aid  in  the  restoration 
of  the  original  text  to  the  variations  of  the  manuscripts.   Not  only 

*  The  Book  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  and  that  of  the  LamentatiofU,  translated 
from  the  ori^Dal  Hebrew,  with  a  Commentaxy,  Critical,  Philological,  and  Exe- 
getical,  by  £.  Hendbsson,  D.  D.    Andover :    Warren  F.   Draper.   1868.    Svo 
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are  these  variations  unimportant,  for  the  most  part,  but  the  com- 
paratively recent  date  of  even  the  oldest  Hebrew  manuscripts, 
and  the  fact  that  the  differences  observed  point  to  one  uniform 
revision  of  the  text,  take  away  what  little  value  for  critical  pur- 
poses they  might  otherwise  possess.  But  Dr.  Henderson  takes 
account  of  them  as  gravely  as  if  he  were  writing  a  commentary  on 
the  New  Testament  It  is  characteristic  throughout  of  his  method 
of  interpretation  that  the  events  of  history  are  made  the  measure 
and  the  test  of  the  prophet's  meaning.  To  interpret  prophecy 
aright,  you  have  only  to  read  history  backward.  Thus  with 
respect  to  the  Messianic  prophecies,  his  only  inquiry  is,  '^Is  the 
prophecy,  or  is  it  not,  Messianic  ?''  He  does  not  stop  to  consider 
the  particular  form  of  the  Messianic  idea  with  a  view  to  trace  its 
progressive  development ;  but,  the  question  as  to  its  Messianic 
character  being  settled  in  the  affirmative,  he  has  only  to  apply  a 
pocket  lens  to  read  in  it  all  the  details  of  our  Saviour's  life.  His 
method  also  leads  him  to  expect  the  future  restoration  of  the 
Jews  to  the  Holy  Land.  Prophecy  means  to  him  little  else  than 
prediction^  and  this  radical  misconception  of  the  prophetic  charac- 
ter and  calling  is  a  bar  to  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  pro- 
phetic writings. 

Me.  Bacon's  Sermons  on  the  Sabbath  Question.* — ^The  obser- 
vance of  Sunday  is  generally  held  by  Christians  in  Great  Britain 
and  this  country  to  be  binding  on  them  in  virtue  of  the  fourth 
commandment  of  the  decalogue.  The  moral  part  of  this  com- 
mandraent  they  understand  to  comprise  the  observance  of  one 
day  in  seven,  the  statute  being  so  far  modified  by  the  New  Testa- 
ment as  to  substitute  the'  first  for  the  seventh  day  of  the  week. 
But  the  observance  is  still,  in  their  view,  legal  or  statutory  in 
its  foundation.  This  view  has  extensively  prevailed  among  Eng- 
lish-speaking Christians  since  the  rise  of  Puritanism.  There  are 
some,  however,  and  probably  an  increasing  number,  who,  while 
favoring  the  devout  observance  of  Sunday  and  opposed  to  the 
conversion  of  it,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  into  a  holiday,  adopt  a  differ- 
ent opinion  respecting  the  ground  on  which  the  institution  rests. 
They  do  not  think  that  the  fourth  commandment  is  of  universal 
application,  as  is  supposed  in  the  prevalent  theory.    They  adopt, 

*  Tlie  Sabbath  Question. — Sermons  Preached  to  the  Valley  Church,  Orange, 
N.  J.  By  Georgb  K  Baoon,  Pastor.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner  A  Co.,  ((64 
Broadway.     1868. 
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in  general,  the  doctrine  on  this  8ubjeot,  which  was  espoused  by 
Calvin,  Lather,  and  other  Reformers,  and  is  maintained  by  most 
theologians  on  the  continent  of  Earope.  With  them  the  obser- 
vance is  a  privilege,  and  is  binding  as  such  rather  than  in  conse- 
quence of  an  explicit  law.  It  rests  on  the  Christian  feeling  which 
demands  such  a  commemoration  of  the  great  fact  of  Christianity, 
the  Resurrection  of  Jesus ;  on  the  selection  of  this  day  as  the  day 
of  worahip  by  the  Apostolic  Church,  and  on  the  grateful,  unani- 
mous imitation  of  their  example  in  subsequent  ages;  on  the 
obvious  utility  of  the  observance  both  for  the  body  and  soul ;  and 
on  other  considerations  of  a  kindred  nature.  The  subject  is  one 
which  is  likely  to  occasion  much  discussion.  There  is  no  ground 
for  denunciation  on  either  side.  A  calm  and  temperate  discussion 
of  the  whole  subject  would  be  highly  useful.  The  party  of  the 
minority  have  found  a  good  representative  in  the  Author  of  these 
Discourses.  Written  for  an  ordinary  congregation,  they  con- 
stantly keep  in  view  the  end  of  practical  edification,  and  their 
Christian  tone  is  one  of  their  conspicuous  merits.  Mr.  Bacon's 
um  is  not  merely  negative ;  he  seeks  to  build  up  more  than  to 
pull  down.  He  does  not  seek  to  remove  what  he  deems  an  imper- 
fect view  without  endeavoring  to  supplant  it  by  one  more  com- 
pleta  In  discourses  of  this  character,  we  cannot  look,  of  course, 
for  an  array  of  exegetical  and  historical  learning ;  but  the  fruits  of 
such  studies  are  apparent  on  their  pages,  and  the  liberal,  scholarly 
spirit  is  never  wanting.  The  following  are  the  titles  of  the 
several  discourses :  The  Sabbath  of  God ;  The  Purpose  of  the 
Jewish  Sabbath ;  The  Use  and  Abuse  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath ; 
The  Lord's  Day  a  Privilege ;  The  Lord's  Day  Honorable ;  The 
Right  Observance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  If  this  unpretending  vol- 
ume should  elicit  renewed  attention  to  the  important  subject  of 
which  it  treats,  and  result  in  a  thorough  discussion,  free  from  that 
unchristian  vituperation  which  is  the  bane  of  such  controversies 
among  us,  it  would  accomplish  a  great  good.  But  whether  this 
result  follow  or  not,  it  is  gratifying  that  discourses  marked  by  so 
much  ability  and  by  so  cultured  and  Christian  a  spirit  are  delivered 
in  any  of  our  pulpits. 

Rev.  a.  F.  Hkwit  on  "The  Problems  op  the  Age."*  — 
Several   Catholic    divines,   converts    from    Protestantism,  have 

*  Problem*  of  the  Age  ;  with  Studies  from  St.  Angnstine  on  Kindred  Topics. 
By  the  Rev.  Auoubtins  F.  Hewit,  of  the  Congregation  of  St.  Paul.  New  York : 
The  Catholic  Publication  House,  126  Nassau  St.  1868. 
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undertaken  of  late  the  formidable  task  of  reoonoiling  the  rights 
of  reason  with  the  claims  of  the  Papal  Gharch.    It  is  pleasant  to 
find  sober  reasoning  and  philosophical  argament  in  the  room  of 
the  angry  or  contemptuous  vituperation  which  is  only  too  com- 
mon among  Catholic  polemical  writers.    This  volume  indicates  a 
thoughtful  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  writer^  as  well  as  much  lite- 
rary culture.    It  is  an  able  book.    We  regret  that  we  are  pre- 
cluded at  present  from  a  detailed  examination  of  its  propositions 
and  arguments.    We  must  say  that  Mr.  Hewit's  theology  appears 
to  us  decidedly  anti-Augnstinian,  and  not  up  to  the  standard  of 
orthodoxy  as  defined  by  St.  Thomas,  especially  in  the  article  of 
Original  Sin.    We  notice  an  occasional  overstatement ;  as  when 
he  says,  (page  6  of  the  Essay  on  Augustine),  that  this  Father 
'^had  the  most  perfect  heathen  culture  of  the  day,  and  all  the 
wealth  of  heathen  science  and  art."    The  fact  is  that  Augustine's 
culture  was  very  imperfect.    Besides  being  ignorant  of  Hebrew, 
he  had  only  a  smattering  of  Greek.    This  last  defect  he  himself 
deplores  in  his  Con/essiona,  and  his  readers  have  occasion  to  de- 
plore it  still  more.     When  Mr.  Hewit  adds  that  he  had  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  Church  Fathers  before  him,  he  errs  again. 
Augustine  knew  the  Greek  fathers  chiefly  through  Latin  transla- 
tions, and  these  must  have  been,  in  some  cases,  fiiulty. 

Thb  Book  of  Praise  *  is  offered  to  the  Christian  public  in  the 
name  of  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  by  a  committee 
of  pastors,  to  whom  its  preparation  was  entrusted. 

As  long  ago  as  1797,  by  request  of  the  same  ministerial  body. 
President  Dwight  undertook  to  prepare  an  edition  of  Watts's 
Psalms  with  Select  Hymns,  which  was  published  three  years  later, 
and  during  the  next  generation  was  universally  used  by  the 
churches  in  this  State.  At  a  later  day  the  same  Association  hav- 
ing noticed  '^  an  increasing  diversity  in  the  collection  of  Psalms 
and  Hymns  for  public  worship  used  in  the  churches  under  their 
pastoral  care,"  and  judging  '^  that  the  unity  and  fraternal  com- 
munion of  the  constituent  portions  of  our  ecclesiastical  common- 
wealth would  be  greatly  promoted,  if  the  churches,  without  any 
abridgment  of  their  liberty,  could  unite  in  the  use  of  one  book  of 
Psalms  and  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs  in  all  their  assemblies," 

*  The  Book  of  PraUe  ;  or,  HymoB  and  Tanes  for  Public  and  Sooial  Worship. 
Prepared  under  the  sanctdon  and  authority  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Aesoeia* 
tion  of  Connecticut.    Hartford :  Hameraley  &  Co.     1868. 
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adopted  measares  which  resulted  in  the  pablioation,  in  1845,  of 
what  is  commonly  known  as  the  Conneoticat  Collection  of 
**  Psalms  and  Hymns,"  Of  this  work  various  editions  have  been 
called  for,  with  and  without  tunes,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  copy- 
right, which  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Association,  have  been  appro- 
priated from  year  to  year  to  the  work  of  domestic  missions. 
Though  very  generally  adopted,  this  book  never  gained  exclusive 
possession  of  the  field  occupied  by  its  predecessor,  and  owing 
partly  to  the  merits  of  more  recent  works,  and  partly  to  the  per- 
sistent efforts  of  publishers,  there  is  still  great  lack  of  uniformity 
in  the  hymn  books  used  in  our  churches.  It  was  reported  to  the 
Association  in  1865,  that  eight  different  collections  of  psalmody 
were  in  use  in  286  churches  of  the  State ;  fifty-one  of  which  had 
retained  the  Church  Psalmody  (whose  publication  antedated  that 
of  the  Connecticut  Book) ;  thirty-nine  having  introduced  the  Sab- 
bath Hymn  Book,  and  nine  the  Plymouth  Collection^  while  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty- eight,  or  seven-twelfths  of  the  whole  number  used 
the  Psalms  and  Hymns  recommended  by  the  Association. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Association  has  been  turned  to 
this  State  of  things  from  year  to  year,  with  various  plans  for  a 
supplement  or  a  revision,  and  in  1866,  in  response  to  an  overture 
from  the  New  Haven  Central  Association,  it  was  *'  Resolved,  that 
the  following  ministers,  namely,  W.  T.  Eustis,  Jr.,  B.  P.  Parker,  M. 
M.  G.  Dana,  H.  N.  Dunning,  and  L.  L.  Paine,  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  a  revision  of  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book, 
and  publish  the  same  with  the  concurrence  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  provided  satisfactory  arrangements  can 
be  made  with  the  publishers."  The  next  year  this  committee  re- 
ported progress,  and  at  their  instance  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

"  That  the  committee  appointed  the  last  year  to  prepare  a  revisioo  of  the 
Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  namely,  W.  T.  Eostifl,  Jr.,  E.  P.  Parker,  M.  M.  G.  Dana» 
H.  N.  Dunning,  and  L.  L.  Paine,  be  authorized  to  publish  a  Hymn  and  Tone 
Book,  using,  if  found  desirable,  the  title  and  tones  of  the  ^Oongregational  Hymn 
and  Tnne  Book,'  whose  copyright  is  owned  by  this  (General  Association;  and  to 
employ  the  publishers  with  whom  they  may  be  able  to  make  the  most  satisfac- 
tory arrangement." 

The  result  of  the  labors  of  this  committee  appears  in  "  The  Book 
of  Praise,"  which  is  a  volume  of  406  pages,  containing  16  selec- 
tions for  chanting,  974  metrical  pieces,  and  about  240  hymn  tunes. 
It  has  been  with  them  a  labor  of  love,  without  any  pecuniary 
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recompense,  and  the  copyright  is  vested  in  the  Oeneral  Associa- 
tion, not,  it  is  understood,  for  the  sake  of  profit,  bat  to  retain  the 
control  of  the  text,  and  guard  it  from  undesirable  emendations. 
Several  churches  have  adopted  it  since  its  publication  in  April 
last,  and  we  are  informed  that  successive  editions  have  been  dis- 
posed of  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  furnished. 

How  useful  this  volume  may  prove  to  be,  how  popular  it  will 
become,  how  practicable  its  music  will  be  found,  must  be  left  for 
time  to  determine ;  but  there  are  some  points  of  adverse  criticism, 
which  we  propose  frankly  to  state. 

We  deem  it  unfortunate  in  the^r^^  place  that  the  compilers  should 
have  felt  called  upon  to  prepare  a  new  book,  Instead  of  making  a 
revision  of  that  already  in  use.  The  design  of  their  appointment 
was  surely  not  to  introduce  a  new  candidate  for  ecclesiaatical 
favor,  but  to  remedy  the  evil  resulting  from  the  use  of  a  variety 
of  hymn  books  already  too  great.  Can  it  be  that  the  conmiittee 
misunderstood  this  design  ?  We  confess  ourselves  at  a  loss  to 
explain  the  opening  sentences  of  the  preface,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"The I  General  Association  of  Connecticnt,  constrained  by  a  demand  firom 
many  quarters  for  a  more  saUsfactory  book  of  praise,  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
the  month  of  June,  1867,  passed  a  resolution  instructiog  and  authorizing  a  com- 
mittee of  five  pastors—namely,  W.  T.  Eustis,  Jr..  E.  P.  Parker,  M.  M.  G.  Daoa, 
H.  N.  Dunning,  and  L.  L.  Paine,  to  prepare  and  publish,  in  their  behalf,  a  new 
Hymn  and  Tune  Book." 

But  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  as  we  have  shown,  was 
a  year  earlier  than  the  date  they  give,  and  their  instructions  were 
*'  to  prepare  a  revision  of  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  JBook^  and  pub* 
lish  the  same  with  the  concurrence  of  the  trustees  of  the  Psalm 
and  Hymn  Book."  The  next  year,  at  their  own  request,  they  were 
authorized  to  publish  a  Hymn  and  Tune  Book,  using,  if  found 
desirable,  titles  and  tunes  of  a  book  owned  by  the  Association ; 
but  we  see  nothing  either  in  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  this  c<5m- 
mission  to  indicate  that  they  were  discharged  from  the  duty  of 
revision,  and  instructed  instead,  to  prepare  a  new  hymn  book. 

Still  farther,  this  preface  implies  that  their  labor  began  in  1867 ; 
*'  thus  instructed  and  authorized,  the  committee  immediately  set 
themselves  to  perform  the  work  given  into  their  hands,  striving 
to  fulfill  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  commission  they  had  re- 
ceived :^  whereas  it  is  understood  that  nearly  a  year's  labor  had 
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already  been  perfonned,  the  selections  of  hymns  having  been  mainly 
determined  some  months  beforehand. 

An  examination  of  the  "  Book  of  Praise,"  shows  that  in  thus 
aiming  to  make  a  new  book,  the  committee  have  constantly,  and,  it 
would  seem,  needlessly,  departed  from  the  book  which  they  were 
instructed  to  revise,  in  such  a  way,  and  to  such  an  extent,  as  to 
make  the  readings  which  they  have  adopted  very  unsatisfactory  to 
those  who  have  long  been  accustomed  to  the  text  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Book  of  Psalms  and  Hymns.  The  editors  give  us  to  under- 
stand that  they  themselves  have  inaugurated  no  changes,  and  have 
gone  back  to  the  original  readings,  except  when  the  manifest  im- 
provement and  popular  sanction  were  unitedly  in  favor  of  altera- 
tion. They  say,  '*  with  respect  to  the  *  alterations '  of  hymns, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  the  hymns  in  this  book  have  been  faithfully 
compared  with  the  original  forms,  so  far  as  such  comparisons 
were  possible ;  and  the  original  readings  have  been  faithfully  ad- 
hered to,  except  where  hymns  have  been  manifestly  improved  by 
alterations,  as  well  as  sanctioned  by  usage.  That  this  rule  of 
criticism  is  indefinite,  and  leaves  the  door  still  open  to  errors  and 
abuses,  the  editors  are  well  aware."  Our  objection  is  that  in  the 
application  of  the  rule,  so  slight  regard  should  have  been  paid  to 
the  usage  which  has  been  long  established  where  the  Book  of 
Psalms  and  Hymns  has  been  circulated.  The  editors  of  the  latter 
volume,  in  their  preface,  said  :  "  Pieces  of  recognized  merit,  such 
as  those  of  "Watts,  will  be  found,  for  the  most  part,  unaltered,  even 
when  some  slight  improvement  seemed  to  be  in  itself  both  practi- 
cable and  desirable.  Compositions  less  hallowed  by  long  use  in 
our  churches,  have  been  more  freely  corrected  to  adapt  them  to 
the  work,  to  remove  offenses  against  taste,  and  to  make  the  form 
and  expression  more  lyrical ;  **  and  in  their  index,  the  hynms  in 
which  they  had  made  changes,  were  designated  as  altered. 

In  comparing  the  two  books  we  have  marked  no  less  than 
140  hymns,  in  one  or  more  stanzas  of  which  the  readings,  which 
the  long  usage  of  our  Connecticut  churches  has  sanctioned  are 
discarded  for  others  which  come  to  us  now  as  novelties.  Some  of 
them,  moreover,  are  decided  improvements,  but  a  large  portion  of 
them  are  embarrassing  to  worshippers,  and  unfortunate  in  a  book 
proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  Psalms  and  Hymns.  Some  of 
these  changes  lead  us  to  question  the  thoroughness  of  the  com- 
parison attempted  by  the  editors  in  their  search  for  original  read- 
ings.   Thus  hymn  687,  in  its  most  familiar  form  as  sanctioned  by 
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the  usage  of  the  Gonnecticat  Book,  the  Church  Psalmist,  the  Sab- 
bath Hymn  Book,  the  Book  of  Worship,  and  the  Episcopal  Col- 
lection, and  as  written  by  Newton  in  the  Olney  Hymns,  is  a 
Common  Metre  Hynm : — 

"  Approach  my  soul  the  meroy  8e«t^ 
Where  Jeeos  anawers  prayer." 

But  as  we  find  it  here,  the  last  stanza  is  omitted,  and  the  other 
stanzas  are  lengthened  out  to  Long  Metre,  so  as  to  rea^t 

"  Approach,  my  soul,  the  mercy-seat, 
Where  Jesus  nU  to  answer  prayer; 
Thus  hombly  fall  before  his  feet; 
For  none  haw  tnw  perUhed  there. 

"  Thy  promise  is  my  only  plea ; 

With  this  I  humbly  Tentnre  nigh ; 
Thoo  callest  hardened  souls  to  thee, 
And  sure/y  each,  0  Lord,  am  I. 

"  Bowed  down  beneath  a  load  of  ^, 
By  Satan  tempUd,  sorely  preased. 
By  war  without,  and  fears  within, 
I  come  to  thee,  my  Lord,  for  rest. 

"  Be  thou  my  shield  and  hiding-place. 
That  9afeljf  sheltered  near  thy  aide, 
I  may  the  fierce  accuser  face, 
And  tell  him,  Juus,  thou  hast  died." 

The  last  lines  of  Hymn  916  in  departing  from  the  reading  of  the 
Connecticut  Book,  depart  also  from  Newton,  the  Sabbath  Hymn 
Book,  the  Church  Psalmist,  and  the  Book  of  Worship,  and  follow 
the  Church  Psalmody  in  the  reading, 

"  Bless  thy  word  to  old  and  young ; 

Fill  ns  with  a  Savionr's  love ; 
When  our  lifers  short  race  it  run. 

May  we  dwell  will  with  thee  ahove." 

In  another  hymn  we  find  a  departure  from  a  reading  long  sanc- 
tioned by  usage,  and  certainly  preferred  by  the  author,  (Hynm 

808)  :— 

"  Wake  the  song  of  jubilee. 
Let  it  echo  o'er  the  sea ! 
Kow  is  come  the  promised  hour, 
Jesus  reigns  with  aovortign  power  1 " 

This  reading  follows  the  Church  Psalmody,  but  ^^ glorious  power'* 
is  the  original  reading,  which  might  have  been  found  in  the  Sup- 
plement to  Dwight's  Watts,  published  in  New  Haven  some  years 
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sinoe,  and  which  nnqueBtionably  should  be  adopted  in  a  book 
designed  for  nse  in  Oonnectiout*    So  in  the  728  Hymn, 
"  GlorioQt  things  of  thee  are  ^K>ken," 

We  have  the  readings, 

'*  Chose  thee  for  his  own  sbode." 
"  What  ean  shake  Kw  sure  repose  T" 
*'  Shu  ean  smile  at  all  htr  foes." 

Where  the  Connecticut  Book  following  Newton  reads, 
**  Formed  thee  for  his  own  abode." 
"  What  ean  shake  thy  snre  repose  ?  " 
'*  Tkon  may'st  smile  at  all  thy  foes." 

The  second  stanza  of  this  hymn  is  one  for  which  we  look  in  vain 
in  Newton,  to  whom  it  is  ascribed. 

So  Dwight's  version  of  the  88th  Psalm  (282  H.), 
"  While  life  prolongs  ite  precious  light," 
is  modified  by  transposing  the  second  stanza, 

'*  While  Ood  inyites,  how  blessed  the  day/' 
to  the  close,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  unity  of  thought,  since 
in  this  way  the  pronouns  of  the  second  person  are  introduced 
without  an  indication  of  the  character  of  the  persons  addressed. 
So  in  Hymn  510,  by  omitting  a  stanza  of  Newton's  addressed  to 
Jesus,  the  third  stanza  begins  abruptly, 

"  By  ihM  my  prayers  aoceptanee  gain," 
where  it  is  better  to  retain  the  emendation  of  the  Connecticut 
Book,  "By  Aim." 
In  two  verses  of  that  beautiful  hymn  of  Dr.  Muhlenberg's, 
**  Oh,  oease,  my  wandering  sool  (804), 
we  find  departures  from  the  original  as  found  not  only  in  the  Con- 
necticut Book,  but  in  the  Episcopal  and  Plymouth  collections,  and 
Temple  Melodies,  "All  <At«  wide  world,"  for  ''All  the  wide  world;" 
and  "  Oh,  haste  "  for  *♦  hasten." 
Such  familiar  hymns  as 

'<  Rook  of  AgesI  deft  for  me,"  (562.) 

<'  Jesns,  lover  of  my  soul,"  (550.) 

«  Return,  my  roving  heart  return  "  (486.) 

«*  How  firm  a  foundation,"  (699.) 

«  Behold  the  throne  of  grace,"  (694.) 

"  Gome,  my  soul,  thy  snit  prepare,"  (701.) 

'•  Forayer  with  the  Lord,"  (868.) 
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and  scores  of  others,  hardly  less  familiar,  are  presented  in  a  shape 
so  unusual  as  to  occasion  serious  embarrassment  to  assemblies 
which  have  been  accustomed  to  use  the  other  collections  of  sacred 
song  commended  to  them  by  the  Oeneral  Association  of  this 
State.  And  we  cannot  but  feel  that  that  the  committee  would 
have  discharged  their  duty  more  satisfactorily,  ^nd  would  have 
made  a  better  book  had  they  been  more  considerate  and  conserva- 
tive of  time-honored  and  familiar  stanzas. 

Taking  the  collection  as  a  whole,  we  do  not  like  to  complain  of 
omissionsy  for  one  of  its  most  praiseworthy  features  is  that  so 
much  has  been  pruned  away,  the  retention  of  which  would  have 
swelled  the  volume  without  increasing  its  value.  For  practical 
use,  we  should  prefer  a  still  larger  reduction  in  the  number  of 
hymns,  though  sometimes,  we  judge,  stanzas  have  been  omitted 
out  of  regard  to  the  exigences  of  the  page,  which  would  not  have 
been  dropped  had  the  arrangement  of  the  music  favored  their  re- 
tention. If  any  one  doubts  whether  a  collection  of  974  hymns  is 
large  enough  for  public  and  social  worship,  we  simply  suggest  that 
a  congregation  singing  six  of  these  hymns  every  Sabbath,  and 
never  repeating  one,  could  not  go  through  the  book  in  three 
years.  We  regret,  however,  th^  omission  of  some  songs  which 
first  came  into  notice  in  the  *^  Psalms  and  Hymns,"  such  as  Dr. 

Fitch's 

'*  The  God  of  peace,  who  from  the  dead," 
and 

*'  Lord,  at  this  closing  hour, 

and  Dr.  Bacon's 

"  Hail,  tranqail  hour  of  olosing  day." 

Far  more  available   for    public  worship  all    these,   than    such 

hymns  as 

"  Silently  the  shades  of  evening 
Gather  round  my  lonely  door,**  (75.) 

and 

**  The  bird  let  loose  in  Eastern  skies,  (686.) 

There's  nothing  bright,  above,  below,"  (112.) 

and  that  hymn  of  lamentation  and  expostulation,  rather  than  of 

praise, 

<*  What  various  hindrances  we  meet,  (688.) 

We  miss,  too,  some  favorites  old  and  new,  which  we  would 
gladly  have  in  our  hymn  book,  especially  these : 

"  Shine  oo  o«r  land,  Jehovah,  shine ! " 
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**  The  SaTiovr,  when  to  heaven  he  rose." 

*<  Songs  anew  of  honor  framing." 

"  Jeene,  hail,  enthroned  in  glory." 

*^  The  prince  of  salvation  in  triumph  is  riding.** 

"  Lord,  when  we  bend  before  thy  throne.** 

"  We  an,  O  Lord,  have  gone  astray.** 

"  O  Gk)d,  of  sovereign  grace.** 
<'  Fve  fonnd  the  pearl  of  greatest  price.** 

"  Saviour,  listen  to  our  prayer.** 
"  Forgive  my  folly,  O  God,  most  holy.** 
'*  From  foes  that  would  ihe  land  devour.** 

"  Watts  and  Charles  Wesley  "  (says  the  preface),  **  are  the  prin- 
cipal contributors  to  this  collection.  While  there  are  very  few 
new  hymns  in  this  book  (and  these,  for  the  most  part,  from  the 
pen  that  wrote  '  My  faith  looks  np  to  thee'),  there  are  not  a  few  of 
rare  beauty  and  merit,  which  have  never  been  published  in  any 
similar  collection." 

We  find  fourteen  ascribed  to  Dr.  Palmer,  only  half  of  which  are 
new.  The  editors  have  done  well  in  avoiding  the  temptation  to 
fill  up  their  pages  with  hymns  written  for  the  purpose.  The 
novelties  are  sufficiently  numerous,  and  while  it  may  be  true  that 
Watts  and  Wesley  are  the  principal  contributors,  their  pieces 
unitedly  do  not  contribute  one  fourth  of  the  selections.  The 
selections  from  Charles  Wesley  are  upwards  of  forty,  and  there 
are  nearly  as  many  of  Doddridge's,  and  also  of  Montgomery's 
and  Mrs.  Steele's. 

A  book  commended  by  the  General  Association  deserves  careful 
attention  in  respect  to  its  doctrinal  instruction.  We  suppose  that 
the  churches,  having  been  taught  by  the  Sabbath  Hymn  Book,  may 
be  willing  to  sing  of  the  day  of  the  nativity  as  a  holy  day, 

'<  Thus  we  greet  this  holy  day,  (H.  171.) 
bat  it  will  not  surprise  us  if  more  fault  is  found  with  the  laat 
stanza  of  Hymn  160, 

"  Light  on  thy  hills,'  Jerusalem  1 

The  Saviour  now  i-*  bom  1 
And  bright  on  Bethlehem's  Joyous  plains 

Breaks  the  first  OhruitmaM  mom." 

We  find  also  a  hymn  of  Whittier's,  which  is  probably  one  of  those 
*'  of  rare  merit  and  beauty  which  have  never  been  published  in  any 
collection,"  and  which,  whatever  beauty  it  may  have,  we  should 
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like  to  see  expurgated  from  this.  From  a  point  of  purely  natural 
religion,  with  no  acknowlegment  of  a  Redeemer,  though  with  a 
sense  of  guilt  and  shame,  it  represents  our  comfort  as  coming  alone 
from  the  confidence  that  Qod  is  good.  The  writer  is  drifting  on 
the  ocean,  but  does  not  see  '*  The  Star  I  the  Star  of  Bethlehem." 

1.  "  I  bow  mj  forehead  to  the  dust, 

I Y^  my  eyes  for  ■hame. 
And  urge,  in  trembling  Mlf-dittrast, 
A  prayer  without  a  claim. 

2.  *'  I  Bee  the  wrong  that  round  me  lies, 

I  feel  the  guilt  within, 
I  hear  with  groans  and  trarail-cries, 
The  world  confess  its  sin. 

8.  "  Tet,  in  the  maddening  maze  of  things, 
And  tossed  by  storm  and  flood. 
To  one  fixed  star  my  spirit  clings ; 
I  know  that  God  is  good  I 

4.  "  I  know  not  where  his  islands  lift 
Their  fronded  palms  in  air ; 
I  only  know  I  cannot  drift 
Beyond  his  love  and  care. 

6.  "  And  BO,  heside  the  silent  sea, 
I  wait  the  muffled  oar ; 
No  harm  from  him  can  come  to  me. 
On  ocean  or  on  shore  1 

The  Book  of  Pridse  is  designed  not  only  to  be  sung,  but  to  be 
sung  congregationally.  ''With  regard  to  the  music  of  this  collec- 
tion, the  editors  have  endeavored  to  select  tunes  which  would 
render  congregational  singing  practicable,  profitable,  and  pleas- 
ant,— avoiding  the  extremes  of  common-place  music  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  too  difficult  music  on  the  other."  To  the  greatest  part 
of  the  music  we  award  the  praise  of  being  familiar  and  good 
Most  of  the  standard  popular  tunes  to  which  our  congregations 
are  accustomed  are  to  be  found  here,  and  in  many  cases  wedded 
to  the  hynms  with  which  they  have  been  associated  for  years. 
About  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  are  repeated  two  or  three 
times.  But  we  miss  many  tunes,  to  whose  omission  we  are  not 
reconciled. 

Why  should  we  not  have  Cowper,  for 

<'  There  U  a  fountain  filled  with  Mood,** 
and  Lenox,  for 

«« Blow  ye  <2ie  tronpet,  blow," 
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and  Olney,  for 

"  The  Spirit  in  our  hearta/' 
and  Iowa,  for 

"  A  charge  to  keep  I  have/* 

and  Harwell,  instead  of  Sicily  (!),  for 

"  Hark  I  ten  thoosand  harps  and  voiceB," 
and  Maitland,  for 

"  MuBt  JesuB  bear  the  cross  alone  f " 
Why  not  have  Windham,  and  Shawmut,  and  Southwell,  and 
Owen,  and  Barby  ?    Mr.  Bradbury's  Omer  is  a  sweeter  tune  than 
AUar  for  Bonar's  hymn, 

"  I  lay  my  sins  on  Jesus," 
and  his  Miserere  is  better  than  Hamburg^  for 

"  With  broken  heart  and  contrite  sigh. 
We  do  not  remember  noticing  one  of  Mr.  Bradbury's  tunes  in  the 
volume,  and  yet  his  productions  are  unsurpassed  in  popularity. 
While  we  regret  the  omission  of  these  and  a  few  other  tunes,  we 
have  complaint  to  make  also  of  some  of  the  adaptations  as  unsatis- 
&ctory  and  ill-advised.  We  mention  some  of  the  most  unfor- 
tunate. Hardy  (page  280)  is  a  tune  from  the  Sabbath  Hymn 
Book,  designed,  like  Lanesboro',  for  that  small  class  of  common 
meter  hymns  which  allow  a  repetition  of  the  third  line.  This 
does  very  well  with  the  first  stanza  of  Hymn  ^*l^ : 

"  Our  Father,  God,  who  art  in  heaTen, 
All  hallowed  be  l^y  name  I 

Thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done. 
In  earth  and  heaven  the  same.*' 

But  this  will  not  do  in  the  next  stanza,  because  the  third  line  is 
too  closely  linked  to  the  second  and  fourth  to  allow  such  suspen- 
sion of  the  sense.  Even  in  reading  it,  the  effect  is  most  dis- 
agreeable. 

*'  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread ; 

And  as  we  those  forgive 

Who  sin  against  us,  so  may  we 

Who  sin  against  us,  so  may  we 

Forgiving  grace  receive." 

The  same  mistake  in  adaptation  occurs  in  Hymn  679,  [1,  8]  and 
681  (5.) 

On  page  94  we  find  Addison's  beautiful  version  of  the  19th 
Psalm,  a  long  meter  hymn  of  six  stanzas,  or  more  properly  of 
three  double  stanzas.  Ko  part  can  well  be  omitted  without  mar- 
ring the  unity  of  the  whole,  and  yet,-«u5cording  to  modem  taste, 

VOL.  xxvn.  53 
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it  is  rather  long  for  pablic  worship.  It  demands  a  double  tune, 
and  certainly  allows  no  interlude  between  the  third  and  fourth, 
and  the  fifth  and  sixth  stanzas.  But  in  the  Book  of  Praise  it  is 
•  set  not  only  to  a  single  tune,  but  to  Park  street,  which  requires 
the  repetition  of  the  last  line  of  every  stanza, — thus  adding  six 
lines  to  the  hymn,  and  marring  it  by  its  repetitions.  The  hymn, 
"  When  I  Burvey  the  wondrens  croM,  (181,) 

is  set  to  strsdns  from  Cherubini  in  three-four  time,  whose  tripping 
movement  seems  entirely  unsuited  to  the  penitential  words  it 
accompanies.  Another  peculiarly  unfortunate  adaptation  is  found 
on  page  172,  where  Burton,  an  air  from  Donizetti,  is  set  to  some 
of  our  sweet  hymns  of  repentance.  We  can  see  no  fitness  in 
selecting  such  a  jubilant  melody  for  the  words, 

"  Is  this  the  kind  return  ? 

Are  theae  the  thanks  we  owe  T 
Thus  to  abuse  eternal  Love, 

Whence  all  onr  blessings  flow  t  " 

On  page  844,  *'  an  old  Provencal  melody "  is  adapted  by  Mr. 
Parker  to  Alford's  version  of  the  Dies  Iras.  But  the  stanzas  of 
six  lines  divide  into  equal  parts  at  the  end  of  the  third,  while  the 
natural  panse  in  the  music  is  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  line ;  a  kind 
of  *'  breaking  joints  *'  which  does  better  in  brick  work  than  in  song. 
And  a  similar  mistake  occurs  on  page  294,  where  •*  Comer  Stone," 
a  tune  in  L.  P.  M.,  whose  natural  pause  is  at  the  end  of  the  third 
line,  is  set  down  for  hymns  in  L.  M.  six  lines,  with  the  pause  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  line  I 

We  wonder,  too,  at  the  arrangement  of  the  words  of  the  145 

Hymn, 

"  Lord  of  earth  t  thy  forming  hand 
Well  this  beauteous  frame  hath  planned," 

SO  far  inferior  as  a  lyric  to  the  same  hymn  as  found  in  the  Sabbath 
Hymn  Book  and  the  Book  of  Worship. 

After  the  editorial  statement  of  the  design  in  the  selection  of 
tunes  to  avoid  music  too  difficult  for  congregational  singing,  we 
were  surprised  to  find  among  the  tunes  some,  like  Greenfield, 
p.  250,  and  Linwood,  p.  829,  and  Rome,  p.  267,  marked  as  quar- 
tettes, and  many  more,  like  Harmony,  p.  189,  Serene,  p.  155, 
Mercy,  p.  174,  Weberton,  p.  200,  Huntington,  p.  209,  Grostete, 
p.  211,  Hullah,  p.  226,  Grace,  p.  228,  Webster,  251,  Greenport^p. 
251,  Weber,  p.  286,  Adrian,  p.  284,  and  Harvest  Home,  p.  366, 
which  we  have  noted  as  npt  only  unsuitable  for  congregatioaal 
singing,  but  also  as  involving  such  difficulties  of  harmony  or 
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melody  as  to  be  unlikely  to  win  their  way  to  favor  in  the  majority 
of  the  choirs,  even,  to  whioh  this  book  will  be  offered.  We  do 
not  understand  how  a  book  prepared  with  the  avowed  aim  of 
rendering  congregational  singing  practicable,  profitable,  and  pleas- 
ant, should  have  leaned  so  far  the  other  way. 

Professional  musicians  are  finding  great  fault  also  with  many  of 
the  original  tunes  as  being  exceedingly  faulty  in  what  is  caUed 
^  musical  grammar," — one  particular  fault,  which  offends  a 
trained  ear  as  much  as  the  pronunciation  momin  for  morning — 
offends  our  sense,  and  which  violates  the  rules  of  music  as  much 
as  the  expressions  they  is  not  and  they  arit  violate  the  rules  of 
good  English, — ^is  noticed  as  occurring  no  less  than  forty  times. 
It  has  been  promised,  however,  that  these  and  numerous  typo- 
graphical errors  will  be  amended  in  new  editions.  These  faults 
may  not  hinder  the  popularity  of  the  book,  for  it  is  not  always 
safe  to  assume  that  the  present  popular  taste  will  coincide  with 
the  dicta  of  scientific  musicians,  and  if  the  people  choose  to  sing 
conftecntive  fiMs,  they  will  do  so,  law  or  no  law, — even  as  now 
in  congregational  singing,  the  tenor  voices  constantly,  and  some- 
times even  the  base  voices,  run  higher  than  other  male  voices 
w<hich  are  employed  upon  the  treble  notes. 

The  selection  of  chants  is  good,  but  we  have  had  less  interest 
in  examining  that  part  of  the  volume,  because  there  seems  so 
little  probability  of  its  being  made  serviceable  to  our  churches ;  a 
probability  so  slight,  that  we  think  their  interest  would  be  con- 
sulted by  the  reduction  of  price,  which  would  be  secured  by 
omitting  entirely  this  portion  of  the  book.  The  churches  must 
be  very  few, — we  are  not  sure  of  one, — which  have  thus  far  success- 
fully practiced  for  any  length  of  time  congregational  chanting. 

Looking  at  the  book  from  our  point  of  view,  we  cannot  feel, 
with  all  its  excellencies — and  it  has  merits  which  we  have  not 
discussed — that  it  meets  the  necessity  which  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  by  the  General  Association.  It  does  not 
give  promise  of  being  the  book  in  the  use  of  which  the  Congre- 
gational churches  of  this  commonwealth  can  be  united.  We  come 
to  this  conclusion  regretfully,  and  while  we  appreciate  the  diligent 
devotion  of  the  editors  to  the  work  they  have  undertaken,  we  are 
heartily  sorry  that  having  done  so  well  they  have  not  done  a  great 
deal  better.  Yet  if  it  were  possible  and  courteous  to  recommit 
the  work  to  them  for  reconsideration  and  revision,  we  are  not 
sure  but  that  it  might  yet  be  made  so  acceptable  and  complete  as 
to  secure  a  permanent  place  in  almost  all  our  churches. 
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MISCELULETBOUS. 

Anglo-Saxon  Manual.*— The  plan  of  Professor  Shute^s  Anglo- 
Saxon  Manual  is  excellent,  deserving  all  praise  and  approval. 
Now  that  the  older  dialects  of  English  are  receiving  so  much 
more  attention  than  ever  before,  just  such  a  work  as  this,  com- 
piising  within  the  same  covera  all  the  aids  that  the  student  needs 
for  gaining  an  acquaintance  with  the  oldest  English  of  all,  the 
English  of  Alfred  and  Gaedmon,  was  eminently  a  desideratum.  If 
the  excellence  of  its  execution  were  at  all  accordant  with  that  of 
its  conception,  it  would  be  sure  of  a  hearty  reception  from  teachers 
and  scholars  throughout  the  land,  and  would  bring  a  harvest  of 
gratitude  and  profit  to  its  author  and  publishers.  With  all  its 
faults,  it  is  welcome,  and  will  be  extensively  used ;  indeed,  that  it 
has  reached  a  second  edition  before  we  have  had  time  to  notice 
the  first  shows  that  it  has  already  found  a  wide  sale ;  the  fact, 
moreover,  is  a  gratifying  indication  of  the  degree  of  interest  now 
felt  in  the  class  of  studies  it  represents.  In  the  dearth  of  good 
and  convenient  books  in  its  line,  we  can  commend  it  as  the  best 
now  attainable.  Prof.  Shuie,  however,  is  evidently  no  profound 
Anglo-Saxon  scholar,  nor  has  he  been  willing  to  take  sufficient 
pains  to  perfect  his  work.  His  dependence  on  the  authorities  to 
whom  he  acknowledges  obligation  is  little  less  than  slavish.  Thus, 
he  has  almost  literally  copied  Prof.  Hadley's  Compendium  of 
Anglo-Saxon  Grammar  (given  in  the  preface  to  the  last  edition 
of  Webster's  Dictionary),  instead  of  going  independently  to  that 
author's  chief  authority,  Heyne ;  and  his  alterations  rather  mar 
than  improve  his  originals  His  Syntax  is  put  together  out  of 
Klipstein,  and  is  mostly  rubbish.  His  notes  upon  the  selections 
from  Anglo-Saxon  authors  are  not  much  better.  What  is  worst 
of  all,  the  Glossary  is  altogether  insufficient,  being  scanty,  awk- 
ward, incomplete,  and  inaccurate:  After  so  very  brief  and  com- 
pendious a  grammar,  this  concluding  part  of  the  work  should 
have  been  compensatingly  full,  stuffed  out  and  running  over  with 
aid  to  the  learner.    As  it  is,  we  venture  to  say  that,  even  after  the 

*  A  Manual  of  Anglo-Saxon  for  Beginners;  compriaing  a  Grammar,  Reader, 
and  Glossary,  with  Explanatory  Notes.  By  Samubl  M.  Sbvtb,  Professor  in 
Colnrabiau  College,  Washington,  D.  0.  Second  edition,  with  Corrections,  and  a 
Supplementary  Glossary.  New  York:  Leypoldt  <&  Bolt.  1868.  12mo.  pp 
xxi.,  207. 
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Supplement  of  the  second  edition,  no  beginner  can  read  one  of 
the  extracts  in  the  Reader  without  the  help  of  Bosworth^s  Dic- 
tionary, or  of  a  teacher  well  versed  in  the  language.  We  regret 
having  to  point  out  these  various  defects  in  a  book  to  which  we 
wish  well ;  but  if  Prof.  Shute  does  not  greatly  improve  it  in  a 
third  edition,  he  must  expect  to  see  it  ere  long  driven  out  of  the 
market  by  something  better. 

Deutsch's  PBAcncAL  Hkbbjtw  Gbahmab.* — ^The  plan  of  this 
work  is  commendable,  and  in  spite  of  grave  faults  of  execution, 
we  are  inclined  to  think  it  will  be  found  useful.  The  X^^rammar  is 
by  no  means  complete  enough  to  answer  all  the  needs  of  the  stu- 
dent, but  may  serve  as  an  introduction  to  the  language.  Its  value 
is,  however,  impaired  by  the  not  unfrequent  occurrence  of  loose 
and  inaccurate  statements;  e.  g.,  §30,  speaking  of  one  form  of 
the  Infinitive,  the  author  says :  ^'  It  is  called  conatrtust^  because  it 
is  always  connected  with  the  prefixes  or  with  a  following  noun." 
Bnt  this  Infinitive  may  also  perform  the  part  of  subject,  object, 
predicate,  and  nearly  every  other  part  in  the  sentence  of  which 
any  other  substantive  is  capabla  It  is  this  facility  of  entering 
into  syntactical  combination  which  gives  it  its  name,  and  which 
distinguishes  it  from  the  Infinitive  Absolute,  which  with  diffi- 
culty lends  itself  to  these  combinations.  Of  the  nature  of 
the  Infinitive  Absolute,  we  do  not  find  that  our  author  any- 
where gives  an  explanation,  only  certain  usages  having  no 
apparent  bond  of  union.  Again,  in  §  54,  which  treats  of  verbs 
Lamedh  He^  after  remarking  that  the  final  radical  was  origi- 
nally Yodh  or  Vav^  he  states  that  "all  forms  ending  with  the 
third  radical  change  Yodh  into  jE?e,"  and,  farther  on,  that  "  in 
the  third  pers.  fem.  sing.,  the  He  is  commuted  into  Tav^  in  order 
to  avoid  the  repetition  of  HeJ*  The  first  of  these  statements  is  at 
least  calculated  to  mislead,  and  the  second  is  positively  incorrect. 
The  vowel  called  Kamets,  §45.2,  is  Eamets-Chatuph,  as  its 
origin,  from  Kholem,  proves. 

The  exercises,  in  particular  the  English-Hebrew  Exercises,  we 
regard  as  the  most  valuable  feature  of  the  book.  But  though  the 
author  assures  us  that  he  has  ^  taken  great  care  to  select  valuable 
sentences,  containing  either  an  important  historical  &ct  or  a  sen- 

*A  fMt9  Practical  ffebrete  Orammar,  vrith  HehrevfSnglUh  and  English-S^brew 
Exercia—  and  a  Hebrew  Chreeiomathy,  By  Solomon  Dcdiboh,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 
New  York :   Leypoldt  dk  Holt  1S68.  8?o.  pp.  268. 
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tentiouB  moral,'^  we  fear  he  has  neglected  a  more  important  con- 
sideration, viz.,  to  make  them  properly  progressive.  .We  do  not 
find  the  assertion  of  the  preface  that  **  they  anticipate  nothing,  but 
exactly  keep  pace  with  the  student's  progress,^'  borne  oat  by  our 
examination.  The  use  of  the  verbal  and  nominal  suffix  pronouns* 
a  very  perplexing  subject  to  the  beginner,  is  introduced  into  the 
earlier  exercises,  long  before  the  conjugations  and  declensions, 
which  alone  can  teach  him  to  combine  the  forms  for  himself,  are 
given.  Each  separate  instance  of  their  use  is  thus  made  a  needless 
task  upon  the  memory,  since  the  combined  form  must,  in  each 
case,  be  ^ven  him. .  It  seems,  moreover,  to  have  been  the  aim  of 
the  author,  (in  the  preface  he  reckons  the  great  number  of  Hebrew 
words  used  among  the  merits  of  the  work),  to  introduce  into  each 
exercise  as  many  new  words  as  possible,  seeking  rather  to  en- 
large the  student's  vocabulary,  a  less  important  consideration  at 
this  stage  of  his  progress,  than  to  increase  his  familiarity  with 
forms. 

It  is  not  uncharacteristic  of  the  whole  method  of  the  book  that 
in  the  vocabulary  belonging  to  the  Chrestomathy,  if  a  verb  has 
occurred,  in  the  selections  given,  only  in  one  of  the  derived  con- 
jugations, the  signification  of  this  only,  and  not  the  fundamental 
meaning  as  well,  is  given.  The  typography  of  the  book  is  in  gen- 
eral excellent,  but  the  use  of  the  same  type  in  the  translation  of  the 
Hebrew  words  and  phrases,  and  in  the  rules  which  they  illustrate, 
is  not  to  be  commended. 

A  better  service  to  the  cause  of  Hebrew  learning  than  the  pre- 
sent work  would  have  been  a  translation  of  Seffer's  JElementarhuch 
der  JETebraeischen  Spraehe^  (8d  Ed.  Leipzig,  1861),  which  is  con- 
structed on  the  same  general  plan,  but  is  somewhat  more  com- 
plete and  has  fewer  faults. 

Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut:  1689 — 1706, — ^In  this 
new  volume  of  the  Public  Records  of  Connecticut,  fi*om  August, 
1689,  to  May,  1706 — edited  by  the  State  Librarian,  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Hoadly — there  is  some  information  given  relative  to  the  last  trial 
for  witchcraft  in  1692,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  It  appears  that 
the  jury  there  found  Mercy  Disborough  guilty  according  to  the 
indictment,  and  the  Governor  pronounced  sentence  of  death  upon 
her.  But  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  sentence  was  carried  into 
execution.  In  fact,  we  believe  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  any 
person  was  ever  punished  capitally  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 
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for  being  a  witch.  Mr.  Hoadly  states  that  he  has  prepared  ^'  a 
somewhat  extended  account  of  oases  of  witchcraft  in  Connecticat," 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  soon  publish. 

BaBNUH*S  COMP&BHlENBiyE  DlCTIOKAST   OF  THE  BiBLE.      PartS 

22,  28,  24,  26. — ^This  excellent  work  is  now  completed,  and  is 
offered  to  the  public  at  the  moderate  price  of  five  doUars«  The 
volume  is  creditable  alike  to  the  editor  and  the  publisher,  and  we 
are  sure  Mr.  Bamum  will  find  himself  abundantly  recompensed  for 
his  labors  by  the  favorable  leception  which  will  be  given  to  it 
everywhere  in  the  country. 

Mannbbs.* — ^This  is  a  sprightly,  and  in  every  way,  charming 
book,  written  by  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Hale— long  the  editor  of  "  Qodey's 
Lady's  Book" — on  a  subject  which  is  always  fresh  and  full  of 
interest  to  both  young  and  old.  She  has  expressed  her  opinion 
here,  in  some  fifty  chapters,  on  a  large  number  of  the  social  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  and  everywhere  displays  a  thorough  good  sense 
and  kind  feeling  which  cannot  but  call  out  the  hearty  approbation 
of  every  right-minded  reader.  From  among  many  chapters  which 
have  interested  us,  we  refer  to  only  one  which  bears  the  title, 
*'  Sunday  our  National  Defence,"  which  contains  an  argument  for 
what  has  been  called  the  American  manner  of  observing  the  day 
which  has  always  seemed  to  us  deserving  of  attention. 

*  Manner%;  or,  Happy  Homee  and  Good  Society  AU  the  Tear  Bound.  By 
Mn.  Sasab  J.  Hali.    Boeton:  J.  £.  TUton  A  Oo.  186S.  12mo.  pp.  877. 
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The  Speeeh  of  Mr.  John  CbeeUey,  npon  Us  Trial  at  Borton.  In  1724.  With 
an  Introduction,  by  Bev.  £.  H.  Qillett,  D.  D.,  of  Harlem,  New  York.  8to.  pp.  88. 
[This  if  a  careful  reprint  of  a  very  rare  tract  which  waa  pobliahed  in  1788.  It  is 
interesting  on  aeconnt  of  the  light  which  it  throwa  on  the  early  hbtory  of  Epia- 
copaoy  in  New  Sn^^d.  The  Bev.  Dr.  Oillett,  in  an  introduction,  giyee  an 
extended  hiatory  of  the  thedogical  controversy  to  whieh  Mr.  Checkley's  publiea- 
tions  gave  rise.] 

Annual  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Connecticut^  pre* 
sented  to  the  General  Assembly,  May  Session,  1868;  together  with  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board.    8yo.  pp.  172.    [Thii  Annual  Beport  of 
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the  inde&tigable  Secretary  6f  the  Board  of  Edacation  of  Oonnecticut,  Hon.  B. 
G.  Northrop,  is  a  very  valuable  and  intereating  docmnent  The  fi&ets  embodied 
here  respecting  the  yarioaa  library  aeeiociatione  in  Connecticut ;  their  early  his- 
tory, their  present  condition,  and  their  educational  value,  are  deserving  of  spe* 
cial  attention. 

The  Augsburg  Confession,  literally  translated  from  the  ori^nal  Latin,  with 
the  General  Creeds,  and  Introduction,  Notes,  and  Index.  By  Prof.  C.  P.  Eranth, 
D.  D.    Philadelphia.  12mo.  pp.  1.  91. 

An  Ecoledastioal  History,  from  the  first  to  the  thirteenth  century.  By  Bev. 
a  W.  Butler,  D.  D.  Philadelphia:  Glaxton,  Remaen,  ffaffelfinger.  8va  pp. 
XV.,  600. 

Tm  Rebbllton  Rsookd. — ^The  last  number — ^the  seventy-third — of  this  im- 
portant documentary  history  of  the  Slaveholders'  Rebellion,  is  now  published. 
Made  up  entirely,  as  it  has  been,  from  official  documents,  and  covering  the 
whole  period  ci  the  war,  its  importance  can  hardly  be  over-estimated ;  and  it 
should  find  a  plaoe  In  every  public  library  in  the  country. 

Ths  RBPIUNT8  OF  BRITISH  PxaiODIOALS  BT  THE  LeOHABD  ScOTT  PdBLISBIMO  CoiT 

FAiTT,  140  Fulton  Street,  New  Tork. 

Th€  BAnburgh  Review,  July,  1868.— Salem  Witchcraft— Englisb  Dictiona. 
ries. — ^The  Apocryphal  GoepeU. — Lytton*s  Chronicles  and  Characters. — ^Welling- 
ton's Correspondence,  1819-1886. — ^The  Modem  Russian  Drama. — ^Letters  and 
Speeches  of  L^on  Fauoher. — Prinoe  Henry,  the  Navigator. — ^New  Germany. — 
The  National  Church. 

The  Wettmiiuier  BevinB^  July,  1868.— The  Character  of  the  British  Rule  in 
India. — ^Davidson's  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament.—- Cooperation  applied  to 
the  Dwellings  of  the  People. — Nltro  Glycerine ;  the  new  explosive. — The  Mar- 
riage Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom.— The  Inoas.— Church  and  Statei- The 
Spanish  Gipsey. — Contemporary  Literature. 

7%e  North  BriiUh  Renew,  June,  1868.— A  Liberal  Education ;  Schools  and 
Universitiee. — Mistral's  Mirdio. — Saint  Louis. — Creeds  and  Churches. — ^Memoirs 
of  Baron  Bunsen.— The  Greek  Idyllic  Poeta— On  Sleep.— The  History  of 
Writing, 

The  London  Quarterly  Review,  July,  1868.— The  Life  of  David  Garrick.— 
Indian  Railways. — Coleridge  as  a  Poet — Gunpowder. — Marco  Polo  and  his 
Recent  Editors. — History  of  Laoe. — Sir  Roderick  Murchison  and  Modem 
Schools  of  Geology. — ^Proverbs,  Ancient  and  ModeriL — ^Ireland  Once  More. 

Blaekwood^B  Edinburgh  Jfagazitie,  July  No.,  1868. — Historical  Sketches  of  the 
Reign  of  George  II.,  Na  IV.— Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu.— The  Odes  of 
Horace. — Grace  Owen's  Engagement — Peter  Pindar. — Motley's  History  of  the 
Netherlands, — Cornelius  O'Dowd. — Marcus  Antonius. — Orestes. — Shall  we  Fol- 
low this  Man  ? 

Augu$i  No,,  1868.— The  Right  Honorable  Benjamin  Disraeli,  No.  I.— The 
Odes  of  Horace. — Redt  d'une  Scsur. — How  Frank  Thornton  was  Cured.  By 
Bob  Considine. — ^Letters  from  a  Staff  Officer  with  the  Abyssinian  Expedition.— 
Historical  Sketchee  of  the  Reign  of  George  IL,  No.  V.— The  Poet— Oomelics 
O'Dowd. 
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